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Which is required to tackle approx 190 questions in 120 minutes in CAT - HOW ??? 

1 . You don’t have to attempt all the questions. Attempt only the correctly identified ones. HOW ??? 

2. A) By deciding the correct chronology (sequence) of the sections to be attempted. (Will be difficult 
if the questions arc jumbled). Remember, weakest part should never be the first and the strongest 
part should never be the last. 

B) By pre-deciding time that you have to devote to each section. 

C) By increasing your SPEED specially in the sections of your strength. HOW ??? 

3. A) By employing short cuts. (Special formula helpful in Maths, 1)1 & DS) HOW??? 

B) By leaving out questions - which qns to leave ??? 

4. This has to be predecided by repeated Mock Tests with the help of your counselor. HOW ??? 

5. By making your subjrct wise score data base and identifying your Knowledge Intensive areas which 
can be converted into Speed Intensive areas. HOW ??? By opting for the scientific format of 

innlSlllTirr Feature*:- $ fOUR months Extensive program with: I 

| Da S AI/|P|f/AN It Scientific alternate day Regimen for maximum feed back | | 


EJH^i 


9 I)P( C's prestigious ( AT faculty knowing exactly where to 
emphasise from CATs point oj view 9 Detailed Assignments 
Self scorers to thrash out the concepts 9 Real Life Simulated 
DIAGNOSTIC A MOCK TESTS to remove the fear of CAT 
9 Proper coverage of subjects required for other prestigious 
exams like FMS, XLRI, XIM, BAJAJ, SPJain etc 


gj/r You ready for Success] 
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100 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in ffiis issue 
can also c mail your response to letters@eofflpatitlonnMst6r.com. The decision c 
Editor will be final 



KARGIL AND POLITICS 


Your cover story on politics is related no doubt to the cri* 
that is faced by the country in Kargil Pakistan has only ma' 
use of the instability within the country Jayalalitha and politicia 
of her like must surely share some of the’blame for letting t 
enemy take advantage ot us in this manner 

Sumti Shan 
Varanasi i 

EDUCATION AND CREATIVITY 

Education is useless if it docs not encourage creativity in 
person After all, the objective of learning is not to look for a ji 
We should all work towards the good of the country Howevi 
our education system is merely producing an army of cleiks 

Siddhaitha Go\ 
Karnal, Harya 


COALITION 

POLITICS 

The cover feature on 
coalition politics shows 
politicians as power hungry and 
un-prmnpled But part of the 
fault is also of the Indian people 
tht) are so divided that they do 
not give absolute power to any i 
single party, which results in 
coalition governments and all 
the evils associated with them 
A‘■ins// Kunmi 
hheikhpura Bihar 

I he covtr illustration was 
very apt It showed how 
politicians arc curled up as 
snakts Not only their bite, but 
also the whip of their tail is v ery 
bad for the country 

Sunil S llalapiti 
Hublt, Karnataka 

There are several 
weaknesses of the Indian 
political system, and coalition 
politics'bring these out very 
well But people are responsible 
for this too, since they vote for 
small regional parties and 
issues, without keeping the 
national interest m mind 

Thirunaham Vidyadhar 
Karcemnagar, Andhra Pradesh 

PAKISTAN CLOAK 
AND DAGGER 
GAME 

All the efforts towards 
peace made by die Indian Prime 
Minister Have proved to be a 
disaster Pakistan's actions 
smack of hypocrisy However, 
Indian leaders must realise that 


this is not the time to quarrel 
among each other The 
Opposition has to behave more 
responsibly and must not 
criticise the caretaker 
government just tor the sake ot 
criticism 

S/u/;« Roy 
Allahabad IIP 

Pakistan wants to snatch 
Kashmir by hook or by crook 
Today, the country is fighting a 
full fledged war for this purpose 
Pakistani lenders have betrayed 
trust and as a result hundreds of 
our soldiers havt been killed No 
religion teaches kill— - - L nw 

can they be engaged ley 

describe as holy 7 

Sir,,.,,,. ma 

ludhiana Punjab 

IS MONEY 
EVERYTHING IN 
LIFE? 

Money is an important 
necessity tor living, but it cannot 
bring mental peace and 
satisfaction Man is never 
satisfied the more he has, the 
more he wants People who run 
after money lose the charm of 
living rhey have to realise that 
happiness lies withm their 
selves, not in the blind pursuit 
of money 

Rupesh Kumar 
Darjeeling 

EDUCATION SANS 
CREATIVITY 

The value of education is 
lost The aim of education 
should be to encourage curiosity 


but it neither ignites interest 
nor is it job oriented Fven 
after spending the most 
important years of their life at 
school and colleges, we have 
no future to look forward to 
Education should encourage 
creativity and arouse interest 
in a person 

Pinky Dhagta 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

MID-TERM 

HICCUPS 

The alarming rate at which 
elections are being held has 


made people realise 
importance of having a t 
party system m our countr 
exists in UK and USA Poll 
stability in these countries 
resulted m mas' 
development But in India 1 
amounts are wasted in elect 
which are held almost ei 
year Our leadeis she 
consider the introduction 
two-party system to get ovei 
shortcomings in our polii 
process 


Sioeta S 
Patna, l 



May be you have appeared m some competitive examlnatlor 
recently. We shall be grateful if you could send ue the questn 
papers AN those sending original question papers wrtf be suf 
ably compensated and the original papers will be returned 

—Edik 
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Non-Verbal) Data Interpretation 
e English Language (Practical English 
Grammar, Common Errors, Word Rower etc) 
e General Awareness (Ail aspects of G K) 
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OGP Kit for Interview equip* and arms you 
for facing the tough challenge ofallkfnde of 
Interview*. 

The Kit contains: 

• Introduction to and Kinds of Interviews 

• Tips tor preparation tor Interviews 

• PracUcalTIps on Dress Sense and Body 
Language 

• Sixty sample Interviews (of successful 
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• Views and suggestions (of successful 
candidates) 
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1. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Ra. 
Essays on social, economic, reflective, idiomatic, 
general and political topics An excellent book for 
fughar grade competitive examinations 

2. LETTER WRITING Ra. 40 

This book teaches the art of good letter writing It 
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matrimonial advertisements 

3. PRECIS WRITING R«. 35 

It teaches the technique for good precis writing 
Model passages with ther precis and exercises. 

4 PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs 30 

This book covers essential hints for paragraph 
writing It has 200 topics (160 m the form of Model 
Paragraphs 20 with Critical Examination and 20 
with proper Refutation) 

5. OBJECTIVE ENGLISH-A NEW 
APPROACH Ra 75 
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It gives an insight into Logic and the basic 
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and various exercises on lest of Reasoning 
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tth this issue . .. u _ 

That,.& test 40yeart, we mana^wltp/gukle lakhs.w students 
every year make a successful career for themselves, has been our 
biggest, achievement. The scores oHetters of pralseand thanks 
received every month have been.our reward. We are proud of. the 
fact that all these years we were able to malnta{n tou£h standards 
and quality, "‘Sv.i'it 


Communication, Punjab University/ ta has lean -nominated to 
"Eminent Personalities of India" volume. Being brought Out by 
International Biographical Research Foundation, Nagpur, the 
votomewlll cover those who have dope "excellent work, scaled 
heights and made a mark In original thinking....". 

Our achievements are, h®wever> yc^; smaH when c»mpared to 
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sacrifice to ensure that we all can live in peace, for last month or 
50 there has been a war going on In Kargil b recapture the Indian 
areas occuptedby Pakistani intruders! it becomesthe duty,of all 
patriotic Indians to come forwarfand help the families of those 
who have laid down thelf Ryes for tm motherland. On our part, We 
have already contributed Rs l,iS,OOQ.to the Army welfare fund 
andappeafto aft our riders bcdib^bwfatever they can, The 
address and ^er d^s are glvefl befiwv; . _ . 

We wish our brave soldiers a grand .success! V 

With best W|she^' ' f : '"f ‘ .-.ff'. 
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ESa BASIC ENGLISH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Practical English Grammar I R».7»| 
(Fundamental Rules, Common Errors and 
Pitfalls, Explanations & Illustrations) 

• Comprehension & Numbered Gaps 

• Vocabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, Idioms, 
Phrases, Pair of Words, Foreign Words, 
One-Word Substitution, etc.) 

A step by step,easy A ayatamatlc approach, 
help* you to build a etrong foundation of 
English Language. 


I3H3 ENGLISH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
DGP Common Errors In English Language 


• Practical English Grammar I Re. 1251 
e Common Errors & Pitfalls 

e Comprehension • Vocabulary 
e Fundamental rules, tips & usage, 
explanations, Illustrations & charts, 
e Competitive Exams. Question papers 

• Specimen Papers 


PRIYA 

ENGLISH SPEAKING 
(Six WEEK) COURSE 


Basic English Grammar explained 
in simple Engllsh-HIndi. Excellent Help to gain 
confidence in speaking English 




INTELLIGENCE A 
REASONING 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Model Papers I Rs.iso| 

• Previous Years’ Papers of Competitive 
Exams. & Management Admission Tests 

• Reasoning Tests, Logical, Verbal & 
Non-Verbal 

• Data Interpretation & Management 
AptitudeTests 

Systematic Approach, Detailed 
Explanatory Notes for thorough 
understanding 


Exhaustive Study Material i Rs.ipp| 
Plethora of Solved Examples 
Practical Tips, Short Cuts and 
Explanatory Notes 
Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
Exercises for Practice 
Model Papers—Questions Incorporated 
from PreviousMears 1 Papers of Important 
Competitive Exams. 


rraa data 

INTERPRETATION COURSE 


* Salt-assessment Assignments I Rs. 120 1 

* Word power ready-reckoner 

* Words in everyday use, Formation of Words 
— Prefixes & Suffixes, Foreign Words & 
Phrases, Words Commonly Misspelt 

* Idioms & Phrases,-One-word Substitution 

* Pair of Words 

* Terms — Political, Medical, Religious, 
Scientific, Marital, Literary, etc. 

* Practical Assignments 


Competition Centre's 

G 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


* Logical Reasoning I J 

* Commontsnse 4 Analytical Reasoning 

* Data Interpretation 

* Verbal and Non-Verbal Reasoning 

* Principles, Wustrstiorw, Exorcises and 
Specimen Papers. 

Coherent, systematic And Indapth study et 
Lo 9tadfteeaeirdng. Dsdgnadtoiwdermost 
Practkalhelp. 


For Competitive Exams, Management Admis¬ 
sion Tbsts A Professional Bodes etc. Exams 

• Introduction to Data Interpretation 

• Presentation of Data 

• Basic Tools ot Analysis 

• Modal Papers (Solved) 
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for N.D A., C DS. & MBA Admission Ibsts 

• Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry and Statistics 

• Formulas and Practical Ups 

• Solved Examples & Exercises tor Practice 

• Objective Muttipls Choice Questions 


liTHJ KIT OF 

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
Numerical Ability 


• Comprehensive coverage of all 

topics Including Number Systems, 
Commercial Arithmetic, Mensuration, Data 
Sufficiency and Data interpretation. 


rsraa kit of 

MATHEMATICS 

For CAT (I.I.M.s’), MAT & MBA 




• Comprehensive coverage of all ^ _ 

topics : Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Trigonometry, Geometry, Co-ordinate 
Geometry, Statistics, Data Sufficiency and 
Data Interpretation. 
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Trigonometry, Geometry and Statistics. 
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Thorough extensive coverage 

Reader friendly Tabular presentation 
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Incorporating questions from PREVIOUS 
YEARS' PAPERS. 
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Art and Religion 


9 


"The gods arc timer so pleased on being 
worshipped with scents and garlands as they 
are delighted with the performance of drama. 
The man who properly attends the performance 
of music and drama will, after his death, attain 
the happy and meritorious heavenly abode m 
the company of sages " 

Bharata in Natya Shastra 

E religion is belief in the existence of 
od, art is the creation or expression of 
something beautiful in a visual form. Not¬ 
withstanding the philosophy of 'Art for 
Art's sake', passionately pursued by some, 
art and religion continue to work hand in 
glove with each other, in the varied forms 
of art and literature, dance and drama, 
music and melody, painting and sculpture. 
The immortal Epics like Ramayana and 
Mahabharata, Homer's llliad, Dante's Divine 
Comedy, Milton's Paradise Lost and Regained, 
Aurobindo's Savitri, to name a few only, 
are a telling testimony to man's faith in 
religion and its excellent expression in vi¬ 
brant verse. The cave paintings, frescoes, 
murals and carvings of pre-historic times 
confirm earliest man's innate faith in primi¬ 
tive gods and spirits and their profound 
portrayal in colours and stones. 

In India religion and art are inextrica¬ 
bly associated and share a deep relation¬ 
ship. It would not be far-fetched to say that 
religion is art and art is religion. This 
unique relationship between religion and 
art is not only physical but profoundly 
spiritual as well. Our Ajanta and Ellora 
caves, Jain temples and Buddhist Monas¬ 
teries, Hindu temples of South India et al, 
are not only the living embodiments of 
religion in creative colours, concise con¬ 
cepts and concrete creations, but also the 
finest examples of human intuition and 
imagination. These places of frequent vis¬ 
its and veneration are a beautiful—rather 
a blissful blending of art and religion emit¬ 
ting both an undying faith of the faithfuls 
and the immortal imprint of artistic minds. 


The monuments like the great Mosques, 
Churches and Cathedrals of the world, 
stand out against the ravages of time, as 
the supreme specimens of pristine passions 
and sublimation of human senses. At the 
back of these perfections of human vision 
and visual portrayal of gods and goddesses 
lie the natural sway of artistic impulses 
with a deep religious bent of mind. Noth¬ 
ing could excel the ecstatic feelings that 
one undergoes in religious hymns ex¬ 
pressed in pure poetry, devotional songs 
and religious music. 

According to Indian mythology,- 

originate from Him and hence carry His 
qualities of 'rasa and ananda'. In India, art 
nurtures religion and religion inspires art. 
The arts supplement the holy scriptures in 
the propagation of religion. Even Buddhism, 
which initially negated art, later acknowl¬ 
edged its charm. Kalidasa equate dramatic 
performance withyagna —penance. The dia¬ 
logue hymns found in the Rig Veda were 
actually performed at theyngria ceremonies. 
In the "World Festival of Sacred Music", held 
recently in the national capital, the perfor¬ 
mances represented music from various re¬ 
gions like the earth worshipping sounds of 
Australian Aborigines, the quirts of Islam, 
flutes of the Sufis, the chants and mantra 
recitations of Asian Buddhists, Bhakti music 
of India, Christian Gregorian chants, holy 
drums of Africa and the gospel music of 
African Americans. 

If religion is the inspiration of art in 
its vibrant and voluptuous forms, art is 
an exuberant expression of religion, both 
in intensity of feeling and faith. Since time 
immemorial, religion and art have re¬ 
mained an integral part of human psyche 
and perceptions. The existence of the one 
without the other, is not only incomplete 
but also incoherent. However looking at 
the world around and the place of reli¬ 
gion and art in the ever-changing scenario 
and susceptibilities, there is no denying 
that new trends and tendencies in Fine 


and Reforming Arts have appeared pn the 
creative canvas. New idioms and expres¬ 
sions, ostensibly divorced from religion 
and rituals, have changed the concepts of 
artists, both in modem and post-modern 
periods. Art movements like Surrealism, 
Cubism, Impressionism, etc. in the world 
of Art and Architecture; Beatle, Jaz/. and 
Pop Music in place of soft and soothing 
tunes of the past, new experiments and 
experiences that arfists prefer to give a 
definite shape, may mean a near hiatus 
between Art and Religion. 

When Karl Marx's indictment of reli¬ 
gion as the opium of the people became a 
fad or fashion, artists the world over be¬ 
gan to distance themselves from deifica¬ 
tion of myths and mysteries in their 
respective arts. But in India, despite the 
strong currents of progressive movement 
sweeping across the length and breadth of 
the country, depiction of epic stories, fables 
and other religious edicts have remained 
favourite subjects of expression of not only 
painters but also of poets, singers, dancers 
and musicians. In India, the spiritual, 
physical and cultural association of reli¬ 
gion and art has always marked the high¬ 
est form of civilisation. Because of its 
association with art, religion is ever joyful 
and Goddess Saraswati continues to mould 
and influence the imagination, and creative 
sensibilities of many an artist in almost all 
genres of artistic expression. 


Choicest Essays 

Your search for a good 
Essay hook ends here 

Revised end Updated 
1999 Edition 

BUY TODAY! 

Ask your load (Mar or order dlmct 
KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) 
126, Industrial Area—I, CHANDIGARH 


< ■ AUGUST 1999 a THE COMPETITION MASTER 



I. A. S. 

! i.p.s.n 

Etc. .-.j, 

DGP BOOKS FOR GENERAL STUDIES & OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 


SUCCfcSS 
PLUS 
BOOKS 


1. DGP Foundation Course in 
GENERAL STUDIES (A Microcosm of (Sobol Information) Rs.39 



COMPLETE COURSE TO 

PHYSICS 


• Model Papers incorporating Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS? PAPERS • Study Material 

• 2500 Objective Questions 


QUESTION BANK 




2 U P.S.C. Civil Services Preliminary Examination 

GENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-98) Rs.95 


• Helps you to know the standard & type o* questions set in the exam 
e Serves as ideal practice papers before you actually bee the exam 

• Ads as an eye opener and helps you judge the Standard ot Objective 
Questions given in various books 


3 QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Ra.180 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

CHEMISTRY 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS' RAPERS 

• Study Material • 375 Short-Answer 
Questions* Over 1700 Objective Questions, 
Pages VIII + 436 


E 


• Ample Study Material • 5000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions induing Assertion, 
Reason and Matching Type • Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS’PAPERS incorporated 
Pages VIII+428 


QUESTION BANK 

PSYCHOLOGY 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

ZOOLOGY 


• Two Model Papers incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS • Key 
Terms & Concepts • Descriptive Study 
Material • 100 Short-Answer Questions 

• 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
Pages XII + 380 




nee (even Science) Students 
e SYNOPSIS i e Short Study Material • Science-Quiz containing 
1000 Short Answer Quesbona* All Basic Scientific Laws, Principles 
& Concepts explained • 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions from Previous \bars' Papers incorporated) 


4. QUESTION BANK-GEOGRAPHY-Worid & India Rs.195 


• SYNOPSIS i e Study Material covering Astronomical, 

Human Economic Geography, Phytogeography Zoogeograpl 
& India) with relevant data, diagrams, charts & maps • Geography 
Quiz— contarns 500Short-Answer Questions* Glossary-explains 
Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions from Previous Vbars'Papers incorporated) 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS' PAPERS 

• Study Material* 2000Objective Questions 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

INDIAN HISTORY 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS 1 RAPERS 

• Study Material* Short-Answer Questions 

• Over3000 Objective Questions 
Rages 500 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

LAW 


5. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN HISTORY 


Rs.150 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous 'bars’ Papers included 

• Synopsis* 300 Short-Answer Questions *2500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Quesbons • Maps, Reference Charts etc 


6. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN POUTY Rs.150 

CONSiTUTUION OF INDIA 


* Model Papers—Questions from Previous'ibara'Papers incorporated 

* Synopsis • Short-Answer Quesbons • 2000 Objecbve Multiple 
Choice Quesbons • Glossary of ImportantTerms 


7. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN ECONOMY Rs.120 


• Model Papers— Quesbons from Previous Years' Papers included 

• Synopsis • Short-Answer Questions • 1500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions* Glossary* Review of Economic Scene 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS' RAPERS 

• Study Material *120 Important Short- 
Answer Questions* 2000 Objective Questions 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 



* Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples & Explanations 
covering Reasoning (Logical, Vferbal & NorvVferbai), Data Interpretation, 


• Two Model Papers incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS 

• Exhaustive Study Material • 2000 
Objective Questions* Glossary 

Pages VIII+490 


COMPUTE COURSE TO 

MATHEMATICS 


covering Reasoning (lx 
Numerical Ability, Gra 
Algebra, Geometry Tfl 
Choice Questions 


L\terbal&Noft-\ferbal) l Data Interpretation, 
Tabulation, Mensuration, Basic 
imetry a Statistics • Objective . 


• Two Model Papers • Study Material 

• Solved Examples • Over 1500 Objective 
Mulbple Choice Quesbons 


QUESTION BANK COMMERCE 


• Five Model Papers naxporating Quesbons from PREVIOUS YEARS' 
RAPERS • Kay Terms a Concepts • Descriptive Study Material 

• *00 ShoiMnawar Quesbons * 3000 Objective MuNpie Choice 
Questions • Glossary* CommerceReviewPagesVIII + 464 


QUESTION BANK 

SOCIOLOGY 


• Four Model Papers moorporebng Queebons 
from PREVIOUS YEARS' RAPERS • 5000 
Objective MUNpleChoiceQuesbons* Study 
Mate* onalimpcrttf aapecfefffegeeVffl+472) 


BOOKS Of 

GENERAL INTEREST 


1. Know Thytolf Through 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Ra. 30 

2. Know Thytolf Through 

NUMEROLOGY Ra. 45 

3. THE HUMAN BODY-A Study Ra. 45 

4. 125 GREAT HEROES OF 

INDIAN HISTORY Re. 45 

5. SORRY DOCTOR, I’M HEALTHY 

(A Family Health Quid*) Rs. 45 

8 Know ThyaeH Through 

HANDWRITING Ra. 40j 

7 DIVINE DRAUGHTS OF 

SPIRITUAL CHAMPAGNE Rs.120 

(ReUgb-PhUoaophleal Eaaaya) 

8. LORD KRISHNA 

— Hit Life and Teachlnga Rs. 45 

The Greatest Karma yogi, the darting of 
Gopis the divine Musician showed the 
world the righteous path The book peeps 
into the different beets of the personality of 
the Great Lord 

9 GURU NANAK DEV 

— His Life and Ttachmgs Rs 45 
An apostle of peace, unity love and 
brotherhood of man Guru Nanak Dev 
propounded a faith which has a broad 
humanitarian base and is universal in 
character The book provides a glimpse of 
the life and teaching of the Great Guru 

10. A New Approach to 

VASTUSHASTRA Ra. M 

As the science of art of architecture, It Is a 
practical guide to health, happiness, 
prosperity and tame Basic tenets of 
Vbstushastra have been explained m simple. 


■HiMAXUlilUailM 

a+t/ i,*,. 

* :/• -y:^I 
; *. ^ & I 

: '* ■ ' »> ■;v.v ,■ 

h .. -VJrs 1 >■ Xv, 


liVi' J, l 

fcs?,a| 


DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

E-12, MAIN ROAD. KALKAJI, NEW DELHI 110 011I 




























































































EDITORIAL 


Sermons and Sinners 



n our last 
month's 
editorial, we 
had commented: The Nehru 
legacy has to be consigned to 
the dustbin of history if India 
has to gain national self- 
respect. 

The ghost of Nehru 
continues to haunt this 
hapless country. This is 
evident from the glib talk of 
Sonia Gandhi and her cohorts 
of the Congress Party. They 
singled out the sauve Prime 
Minister and poured ridicule 
on him for his attempts to 
improve relationships with 
Pakistan. 

The woolly Party 
arranged an utterly 
disgraceful roadside show of 
an overturned bus which 
carried the words: Delhi- 
Lahore-Kargil: Atal-George 
Pvt Ltd Co. Prior to Sonia, 
Sitaram Kesari used to win 
wooden spoons for 
nonsensical actions! The 
fountain-head of political 
wisdom had also used 
intemperate language 
desorbing BJP government's 



effort showing: level of 
inexperience, naivete and 
immaturity of the political 
executive of the day. No prizes 
for guessing who was the 
target. Only the dyed-in-black 
(read white) Congressmen and 
women could revel in their 
leaders'(?) downright farcical 
statements. 

The Prime Minister's 
efforts in establishing 
friendship had a far-reaching 
effect on India getting 
articulated support at 
International fora. The G-8 
conference statement was 
culmination of it. The taped 
conversations, the text of 
which has been released, 
prove'that the Pak army was 


involved and those who were 
supposed to be in the know 
of "secret" goings-on, were 
indeed ignorant. Thus, there 
are reports that the Prime 
Minister of the "Criminal 
State" may soon wear the 
sackcloth. No one, in India 
or abroad, has said such a 
thing about Atal Behari 
Vajpayee. 

The "World Cup" in 
highest level of political 
incompetence should be 
awarded to the Bengali Babu, 
spokesman of the Congress 
Party, for his: The Centre 
should take up the Kargil 
issue at a suitable 
International forum. This 
sage of "sinners" does not 


know two things. One, this 
is what Pakistan has been 
striving hard for years. Two, 
is his Party still not surfeited 
with the consequences of 
Nehru taking the Kashmir 
issue to the UNO when the 
Indian army sought only 
forty-eight hours to remove 
all traces of Pak army and 
tribal invaders from the 
valley of our woes? 

True, lapses like 
undetection of intruders 
from Pak arm? did occur. But 
may we ask Sonia and her 
sychophants: What was 
Congress doing when the 
Chinese built the AksaL Chin 
road and latter "raped" , 
Tibet? 
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The War in Kargil 


The attention of the nation abruptly 
switched from the Cricket World Cup to the 
conflict in Kargil as bodies of soldiers started 
arriving in all corners of the country A 
shocked nation tried to come to terms with a 
war with its neighbour The Defence Minister 
declared the intruders would be thrown out 
in 48 hours, but the army prepared for the 
long haul. After more than a month, there 
seems little hope that the war will end soon, 
especially since the intruders have declared 
that they will not respect any agreement or 
deal. 

In this feature, we trace the history of 
the conflict and the present position, 
including the efforts at the international level 
There is little doubt that India has been 
caught in a bind, largely due to the myopia 
of our own politicians 

TN retrospect, one can say that die war in 
XKargil was waiting to happen. For the 
whole of 1998 and half of 1999, 
newspapers have not tired themselves of 
reporting about the non-issues that have 
been raised by politicians of various 
shades. Governments have been brought 
down for no other reason than personal 
greed. Political instability fuelled the 
economic slowdown and introduced 
despondency among the people. Any 
enemy having evil designs on the country 
could scarcely let go of the opportunity 
that was presented by our leaders. 
Pakistan succeeded in creating a sense of 
complacency, not only in the Indian 
leadership but the armed forces as well, 
to send armed intruders across the Line 
of Control (LoC) and caught the nation 
unawares. 

For more than a month, the country 
has been engaged in intense military 
action. Indian casualties are mounting by 
the day. Though gains in territory are 
. reported everyday, it is evident that the 
1 country cannot get rid of ail the infiltrators 
for.iJUite a long time. Hopes that 


international pressure might make 
Pakistan withdraw have been shattered 
as the infiltrators, or mujahideen as they 
like to be called, think that they are 
conducting a religious war and are not 
willing to accept any international 
agreement made by the Prime Minister of 
their own country There is little that the 
world can do but wait and hope that the 
conflict does not escalate into a full- 
fledged war. 

A lingering dispute 

T O understand the Kashmir issue, it is 
necessary to see why the issue arose 
in the first place The Kashmir problem is 
a result of the haste with which the 
Partition of India was conducted by the 
British and accepted by die leaders of both 
the countries. The root of the problem 
dates back to 1947, when rulers of princely 
States were given the option of joining 
either country. The Maharaja of Kashmir, 
Hari Singh, believed that by delaying a 
decision he could maintain the 
independence of Kashmir. On October 20, 
1947, Pashtun tribesmen invaded Kashmir. 
The Indian government decided to send 
its forces after the Instrument of Accession 
to the Indian Union was signed on October 
26, 1947. That should have been the 
deciding factor about Kashmir's future, 
but a series of blunders resulted in 
Pakistan laying claim on it, regarding it as 
a natural extension of its country. Among 
the blunders is Nehru's raising the issue 
in the UN General Assembly. A 50-year- 
old Security Council resolution now 
accords Kashmiris the right fo choose 
between India and Pakistan by 
referendum. The UN also defined a cease¬ 
fire line. 

Tbday, instead of integrating State 

within India, J&K retains a special status 
defined by Article 3& of the Constitution,. 
It has its owm.cotts^iution, adqpted.hu. 


1956, that affirms its integrity within th< 
Republic of India. 

The Shimla agreement, signed on Juh 
2,1972, separated die one-third of Kashmi 
occupied by Pakistan from the two-third; 
occupied by India. The basis of this wa; 
the position of troops on the date of cease 
fire between the two countries as or 
December 17,1971. On December 11,1972 
a set of 25 maps, prepared under Uh 
supervision, were exchanged by both side; 
and die Line of Control (LoC) was definec 
and ratified. Both sides agreed to respec 
it and not encourage any acts detrimenta 
to peaceful and harmonious relations. Th< 
Kargil conflict is thus a flagrant violatior 
of the Shimla agreement, and that is th< 
reason that the international communitj 
has not accepted Pakistan's version o 
events. 

# 

Indian gullibility 

T HE Indian press and public have beer 
surprised by the Pakistani decision tc 
send infiltrators across the LoC. Anumbei 
of articles have been written that show 
Pakistan's economy in dire trouble, wid 
the conclusion that the nation can ill-afibrc 
a full-fledged war. Vajpayee's bus 
diplomacy heightened the sense oi 
complacency and India believed that peace 
could finally be achieved. Everyone 
overlooked the historical grudge that 
Pakistanis nurse against India and seel 
revenge. A wrecked economy is the Iasi 
thing that will atop Pakistanis from 
avenging their sense of humiliation 
Whether their complaint is real oi 
imagined is besides the pbint. 

Pakistan was founded on the-"two- 
nation theory", which says that Hindus 
and Muslims. s&ould have sepahttt 
hcmefanda. 'Bus.idea justifies Pakistan's 
.claim on Kaeh^.fadia's only StytSjwfojb 
.a Muslim mijjjjtity; Both oounhkfjl^ 
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forgive Pakistan for partition of their 
country and still think of India as a greater 
country that includes Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. Pakistanis see this as a means 
to take over their country. The 1971 war in 
which Bangladesh achieved 
independence, was proof of India's bad 
intentions. Pakistan has still not forgiven 
India for the 1971 division. Feelings of 
animosity are nurtured by people in both 
countries who have memories of atrocities 
committed during the Partition of India. 

It is these feelings that has led to a 
history of ISI meddling in India. Punjab 
was in the grip of Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism for many years. It has 
engineered bond) blasts and tried to create 
disturbances in the country. Even today, 
Pakistan devotes a major share of its 
resources to defence, mainly against the 
threat from India. Pakistan has been on 
a war-footing all its life, and has been 
ruled by military governments for 
nearly half of its 52 years. It has 
prepared for attack on India for many 
years. For its part, India has been unable 
to decide whether to deal with Pakistan 
as a friend or foe. 

Pakistan has been involved in the war 
in Afghanistan, which the USA fought by 
proxy. It encouraged fundamentalists in 
that country, but now that they are 
returning from Pakistan-backed jihads in 
Afghanistan, their attention turned to 
Kashmir. They are heavily armed and 
have modern weapons, including US 
Stinger missiles. Disgruntled Kashmiris 
too have a powerful patron in Pakistan; 
die ISI and the army backs such elements 
willing to d6 anything for a war which 
they see as dictated by Allah. In this 
context, the nuclear tests conducted by 
India have been a gift to Nawaz Sharif. 
It was a means to harness the militant 
sentiments, but worse, the tests made it 
overcome the strategic inferiority it had 
in conventional warfare. Making use of 
Indian gullibility, Sharif attempted what 
no Pakistani ruler had done since 1971. 
As the infiltration became known. 
Defence Minister George Fernandes 
tried to absolve Sharif of involvement, 
overlooking the fact such a massive 
breach of LoC could not have been 
attempted by the Army without political 


SPECIAL 


support. 

Long-drawn battle 

T HE war in Kargil seems to be a long- 
drawn one The army has recaptured 
some heights but many more wait to be 
taken. As winter approaches, its efforts will 
no doubt be slowed down. It has suffered 
huge losses in terms of men. TWo planes 
and a helicopter have also been lost. 

The news on the diplomatic front 
have not been very encouraging—though 
Sharif has been told by US President Bill 
Clinton and British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair to withdraw forces, he may find 
himself in a bind. Popular and religious 
sentiment in Pakistan may not allow him 
to retreat forces and he can ill-afford to 
risk a civil war. Even though there is 
intense international pressure on Pakistan 
to withdraw the forces, the question 
remains whether he can do so and whether 
those fighting India will listen to Sharif. 
After all, it is easy to start a religious war 
but difficult to stop it, since the soldiers 
believe they follow the commands only of 
Allah It remains to be seen how Sharif 
handles the volatile situation in his 
country 

As things stand today, Pakistan has 
succeeded in internationalising the 
Kashmir issue. India has desperately tried 
to control the situation by writing to the 


G-8 for support and asking the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to stop 
release of funds to Pakistan. Even Bve Indian 
actions help in getting the issue 
international attention. India can feel happy 
at toe international opinion, but there is no 
guarantee that toe US can force Sharif to 
rein in the mujahideen. * 

Pakistan's designs are becoming 
obvious with more revelations. It has sent 
armed mercenaries to the State of J&K with 
the idea of creating disturbances within 
the State, while the defence forces are 
engaged at the LoC. It hopes to alter the 
LoC to its advantage through the conflict. 
Already, its Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz 
has linked Indian withdrawal from 
Siachen to its own retreat from Kargil, even 
though the USA has said that no such 
agreement was made. Massacres of 
unarmed people have started once again 
after a relative period of calm. The idea is 
to keep the Indian army occupied while it 
tries to take over the entire Kashmir. 

India may not let Pakistani designs 
succeed through sheer military muscle. 
The world powers may intervene as well, 
if the conflict escalates, since no nation 
wants to see a nuclear holocaust. It is 
evident, however, that things are not 
simple since Sharif has no way by which 
to withdraw without losing face. Pakistan 
has unleashed a monster which may be 
very difficult to control indeed. 


A Religious War? 

Pakistan claims that it has not sent the intruders across the LoC but there is 
evidence that it has always supported fundamentalist militant groups. There is no 
shortage ol people in Pakistan who want to fight holy wars, or jehads. During the 
Russian occupation of Afghanistan, the US supported the mujahideen, which is-the 
reason that it grew into a powerful force. Today, the US itself is threatened by Islamic 
militants and hence the country is wary of Pakistani designs. However, many Pakistan- 
based outfits have made wresting of Kashmir from India as their primary aim. Among 
these are: 

Jamaat-e-lslaml: This is a religious party which has three wings, a) Islam) Jamaat- 
e-Tulba, which enrols members from colleges In Pakistan, b) Jamaat-Tulba-e-Arabia, 
who draws members from religious schools known as madrassas, and c) Hizbul 
Mujahideen, which is the militant part of the Jamaat-e-lslami. 

Markaz-ud-Daawa-WaMrshad: This prepares mujahideen for jihad araund the 
world. Its headquarters are a 170-acre campus Murkfks, near Lahore, and was started 
by Osama bin Laden, it has a militant outfit, Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, which is backed by ISI 
and operates from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 

Harkat-ui-Ansar: Consists of foreign mercenaries and Kashmiris, it is also known 
as Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and Harkat-uhlehad. 

in addition, there area numberot medtasadeortralning schools alt acmes Pakistan 
which are breeding grounds of reiiglousiyoharged young men. This has given the 
Pakistani army strategic depth, which makes Infiltration easy ■ • ''■> 
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Genesis eff Oil Sector 


Oil sector has always been very important 
to Indian Economy. The oil crisis of early seven¬ 
ties had severely affected the Indian economic 
development and resulted in triggering infla¬ 
tionary trends in the country. Once again in 
1990 and 1991, the Gulf war resulted in severe 
shortage of oil all over the world and India was 
one of the most affected countries. Since we pro¬ 
duce less than 40 per cent of our total crude oil 
requirements, and are heavily dependent on its 
imports, every fluctuation in crude oil prices 
has a direct bearing on Indian economy The 
coming years would be of utmost importance as 
the government may decide to de-rcgulate this 
sector too, in pursuance of the policy of reforms 
and liberalisation 

Ensuing Reforms 

O ^JE of the most important contribut¬ 
ing factors to initiation of the process 
of structural reforms and liberalisation in 
early nineties was the oil crisis. The severe 
crisis not only put unduly heavy burden 
on foreign exchange reserves but also ad¬ 
versely affected the balance of trade of the 
country. The jolt was so severe that for the 
first time after independence, there was a 
serious talk of imposing financial emer¬ 
gency, as the foreign exchange reserves had 
dipped to all time low and were sufficient 
only to meet the import bill for just two to 
three weeks. 

Today, when first generation of reforms 
is complete in almost all the sectors, oil sec¬ 
tor still remains untouched. The government 
has appointed a Committee under the Chain 
manship of Nitish Sengupta to suggest the 
ways to restructure the oil sector The com¬ 
mittee recently submitted its report. The 
government has indicated that oil sector 
would be deregulated by the year 2002AD. 
This means that by that time, foe public 
sector oil companies may have to compete 
with private oil companies and foe policy 
Of administered prices may go. The 
Sengupta Committee was also required to 


Reforms 

suggest the ways to ensure that foe existing 
small and independent players did not get 
wiped out completely. 

It is recommended by foe Sengupta 
Committee that one refinery out of foe ex¬ 
isting ones be transferred to the global oil 
giant Shell- Aramco. The Sengupta Commit¬ 
tee has also recommeded that seven pipe¬ 
lines of the Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) be 
transferred to an independent company like 
Petronet India Ltd. The obvious aim is to 
cut big public sector companies to size, with 
a view to provide a level play-field to foe 
new entrants. The logic given by the Com¬ 
mittee is that if foe complete control of ex¬ 
isting oil PSUs was not reduced, foe new 
private companies would not enter foe fray, 
as they would not be able to compete with 
deeply entrenched government-owned oil 
companies. It is further argued that the syn¬ 
ergy of a joint venture between Shell- 
Aramco and Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) can result in re¬ 
structuring die downstream oil sector Simi¬ 
larly, the argument put forth to support the 
proposed handing over of seven pipelines 
of foe IOC to Petronet India Ltd is to sug¬ 
gest that foe market control of foe IOC is to 
be reduced from its existing 55 per cent, so 
that privatisation of this sector in real ear¬ 
nest takes place. 

On foe similar lines, synergy of two 
more companies is suggested. It has been 
recommended that Bharat Petroleum Cor¬ 
poration Ltd (BPCL) and IBP, an exdusivdy 
a marketing company having no refinery 
of its own) should go in for a strategic al¬ 
liance and BPCL should be given the 
government's equity holding in Cochin and 
Chennai refineries. Akin to this, a strategic 
alliance has been proposed for BPCL and 
HPCL. These suggestions of foe Commit¬ 
tee are viewed with suspicion by many, 
branding them as proposals to virtually 
wind up the public sector oil companies 
having refining facilities, as any alliance 
with any global giants would certainly 
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result in Indian companies losing their 
identity. 

Far-reaching Implications 

B UT, if a fair assessment of foe scenario 
is done, foe recommendations of the 
Sengupta Committee may not appear to be 
unreasonable. Existence of a giant oil com¬ 
pany like IOC, controlling more than 50 per 
cent of foe Indian market, may act as a de¬ 
terrent to any new entrant and, to that ex¬ 
tent, shedding of some of its facilities and a 
proposed strategic alliance with a global 
giant may not be far fetched. Crude oil has 
always been of utmost importance to India. 
During foe beginning of April, 1999, when 
foe global crude oil prices went down to the 
rock bottom level of $ 11 per barrel, against 
$ 19 per barrel about a couple of years ago, 
it was expected that it may result in a boon 
to India if the prices continued to fall. But 
thanks to a dubious decision by the oil 
majors to cut down their production by 
about 10 per cent, by foe beginning of May, 
the prices jumped up to $ 19.05 a barrel, for 
the first time since December 1997. As a 
result, it is expected that foe oil pool surplus 
of over Ss 15,000crore, as it stood at the end 
of 1998-99, may soon get wiped out and 
foreign exchange reserves, which has re¬ 
cently crossed $ 30 million, may once again 
be under severe strain, foe option of increas¬ 
ing the administered prices of tire petroleum 
products notwithstanding. 

As per information available, during 
the month of April 1999, foe Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
slashed their output by 1.34 million bar¬ 
rels per day (bpd) to 2638 million bpd, 
from27.72 million bpd during March 1999. 
The decision to lower the supplies was 
complied with by all 10 membera of OPEC, 
including four giants like Saudi Arabia, 
\taezueia, Iranand UAE. Considering foe 
swiftness of the action to cut output, it 
appears highly unlikely that the mefobers 
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of OPEC would easily budge from their 
decision to reduce production to keep the 
prices buoyant. 

This is going to have serious ramifi¬ 
cations on India. India imports over 39 
million tonnes of crude oil from middle- 
east annually, with a mind boggling bill 
of over Rs 20,000 crore in foreign ex¬ 
change. So far as the total imports of the 
petroleum products are concerned, the total 
import demand of these products during 
1990-99 was 19.31 million tonnes, which 
included 11.34 million tonnes of diesel. The 
total crude imports were as high as 39.37 
million tonnes, as against toe total indig¬ 
enous production of 31.61 million tonnes 
during the previous financial year. 

In other words, it implies that the 
total import bill of the crude and petro- 
products is over 25 per cent of total im¬ 
ports. Butwith about 80 per cent increase 
in global prices of crude, the oil bill is 
likely to mount steeply. Coupled with 
this, is the serious concern about stag¬ 
nant domestic production of crude, 
which is hovering around 30 to 32 mil¬ 
lion tonnes during the past 15 years, 
while the annual demand is rising at the 
rate of 5 to 7 per cent. 

It is under this background that toe 
country has to prepare itself for facingthe 
challenges that may have to be encoun¬ 
tered once the reforms are initiated in the 
oil sector after deregulating it in 2002AD, 
as per toe proposal. Several consequences 
would automatically follow. Firstly, the 
policy of administered prices would go 
and the domestic prices of petroleum 
products would be subject to the fluctua¬ 
tions in the international market. Sec¬ 
ondly, toe concept of oil pool, used as a 
domestic price stabilising measure, would 
go. Thirdly, toe government may impose 
additional custom duties to ensure that 
its coffers do get some additional re¬ 
sources. This coupled with the profit 
motive of the private companies would 
mean relatively higher price of petroleum 
products and no protection from unusu¬ 
ally high prices in the global market, due 
to production cut, war or sanctions. 

Although things have changed for 
better nowadays, yet due care has to be 
taken to ensure that the proposed 
globalisation of the oil sector does not re¬ 


sult in a 1971-like syndrome when, during 
Indo-Pak war, some global oil companies 
operating in India refused to make their 
oil stocks available for Indian armed forces, 
resulting in their unceremonious exit from 
India. 

Stepping-up Exploration 

A S stated earlier also, in the field of ex- 
.ZXploration, no major discoveries of oil 
have been made during the past about two 
decades. A country like China, which was 
largely dependent on imports, with a 
timely and bold exploration policy over the 
past about 15 years, has become an exporter 
of oil. But in India, out of 26 sedimentary 
basins, only six have been explored as yet 
and those offered to toe private parties for 
exploration recently were not attractive 
enough. Since our sufficiency ratio in oil 
has been falling, our demand for oil im¬ 
ports is likely to rise gradually, during at 
least next one decade, neutralising the 
gains on the current account which may 
accrue due to increased export effort dur¬ 
ing these years. 

In the field of exploration, India, there¬ 
fore, has to go all out in the second wave of 
reforms. The first class of reforms in this 
field did not yield any tangible results. Re¬ 
cently, the government has prepared a blue¬ 
print of a perspective plan to increase toe 
crude output during toe next two decades. 
A more progressive fiscal regime in India's 
New Exploration Licencing Policy (NELP) 
and a greater thrust in exploration of deep 
water basins are some of the key proposals 
outlined in a policy draft titled as "The In¬ 
dia Hydrocarbon Vision 2020". 

The formation of this policy draft was 
proposed on toe heels of the government an¬ 
nouncement in 1997 to lift State controls from 
the oil sector to make it market-oriented by 
April 2002. The draft policy, made public in 
April 1999, recommends that toe domestic 
refining wouldbe raised to391 million tonnes 
per annum in the year 2020-21 to meet the 
projected product demand of 350 million 
tonnes that year. This is more than six times 
toe refining capacity available, which was 
61.5 million tonnes in 1998-99, actually 
processing nearby 33 million tonnes of do¬ 
mestic crude. Shortfall of course was met 
by imports. 
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The draft also reveals that India has 
6.8 billion tonnes of Oil and Oil-Equiva- 
lent Gas (O k OEG) reserves, out of which 
recoverable reserves are 2.5 billion tonnes 
of O & OEG. The plan suggests adding of 
100 million tonnes of oil every year through 
hiked oil recovery processes in the existing 
fields. More exploration is plannedln cen¬ 
tral India and Himalayan foothills where 
oil reserves have been identified but no 
discovery has so far been made. The aim is 
to make discoveries in most of toe 26 sedi¬ 
mentary basins identified in the country. 

How far the above proposals are 
turned into reality, only time will tell. 
However, one thing is certain: If oil sector 
in India is to be turned into a rewarding 
one, main emphasis have to be on state- 
of-the-art exploration. The policy of keep¬ 
ing more lucrative, promising and potential 
basins reserved for the public sector may 
prove to be counter-prod uchve in toe long- 
run. Coupled with the plan of deregulating 
the oil sector in 2002 AD, vivid signals are 
required to be sent to the potential explo¬ 
ration bidders that the government is seri¬ 
ous not only about privatisation, but is also 
willing to put toe public sector on toe same 
footing as the private one. Increased crude 
production would automatically result in 
gradual increase in refining capabilities, 
which would, in turn, result in greater self- 
sufficiency in oil, releasing valuable for¬ 
eign exchange for more productive and 
purposeful uses. 
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Are Values Relevant Today? 


India is fast becoming a materialistic so¬ 
ciety Traditional culture and human values 
find little place in our lives as most of us han¬ 
ker after the bigger car, the bigger house, the 
bigger salary and the bigger ego. In many w- 
udents reported daily in netvspapers, the ab¬ 
sence of baste decency in our daily lives brings 
us to the question: are values important today 7 
In this issue, we debate this topic which has 
repercussions on how we live and behave. Or 
should we accept that materialism is a way of 
life and mould our thinking and live our life 
worshipping the goddess of lucre 7 


Mr A Friends, the topic we have 
today is very relevant. All around us, we 
see that materialism is becoming the 
new goddess, while everything else has 
been reduced to a facade. Successful 
sportsmen have become businessmen, 
often neglecting their game and negoti¬ 
ate hard for big sponsorships. Writers are 
paid huge amounts as advance and the 
media hype ensures that their books get 
sold, though they may never be read. 

The less said about honesty in politics 
the better. The lure of mega-bucks has 
also corrupted the thinking of the 
middle class and we hanker after more 
and more goods, which we want to 
acquire through any means. Traditional 
values such as respect for others, hon¬ 
esty, basic decency: these lie strewn by 
the wayside. The current thinking 
among the youth is that winning is 
important at any cost and nothing else 
matters. In such a scenario, are values 
important or relevant today? What role 
do they play in our lives, if any? 


Ml 8 Values reflect the very basis 
society. Mere materialism cannot be a 
sustainable way to live. Wfe,have famil] 


ties, friends, people whom we love. We 
cannot equate them with money. More¬ 
over, bask daoency is the foundation of 
how we work and behave, j&move this 


and we become like savages in a forest. 
Being civilised means that human 
interaction should be pleasant, we 
should be helpful to each other and that 
is the way that society develops. Some 
amount of decency and manners are 
required. Otherwise we cannot lay claim 
even to he civilised. Honesty, respect for 
elders and being good are essentia! 
requirements; they are not just cosmetic 
additions. I would thus say that values 
are very important in life. No amount of 
money can replace them These are also 
important if we are not to degenerate 
into an uncivilised society Unfortunately, 
many people would have us believe that 
our cities are "concrete jungles" and that 
"survival is warfare"—such phrases lend 
an unnecessary aggression to our 
behaviour It makes us behave like 
uncivilised people. Jt is said that we are 
all in a "rat race", so our thinking is 
reduced to the level of rats. I would say 
that we have to rise above these cliches 
and take life as human beings, not as 
insects or rodents. 


Mr C That is wisely said. But 
modern society—in fact, all of us—look 
up to people who have a lot of money. 
Success these days is measured in terms 
of assets that a person has. It does not 
matter how the wealth may have been 
acquired. Thus, society condones corrup¬ 
tion to a very great extent, since money 
is all that matters. Criminals are able to 
exercise influence over leaders and even 
voters with their money power Like it 
or not, money has become the supreme 
ruling force in our lives. If a person has 
money, we are willing to grant him 
status and respect which he otherwise 
may not deserve. In such a scenario, I 
wonder whether values can play any 
role in our lives at alL like a look 
around you: we behave roughly with a 
labourer and gently with a wealthy 
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person, even though every religion 
teaches us that human beings are created 
equal. Parents too behave differently 
with a son who earns more than with 
another who earns Ires. Values are, thus, 
quite a waste. Tbday, a person must 
devote whole heartediy lit acquiring 
riches. If he has to step pn foe toes of 
other people to get ahead, it is just too 
bad. It may sound a bit rough, but the 
fact is that manners, basic decency 
respect for others, are all a waste of 
time. 

Mr D Perhaps this is foe thinking 
that has brought so much aggression 
and tension in our lives. If someone 
overtakes us on the toad, we abuse him. 
Our cities are infested with VIP brats 
who will not hesitate to shoot a waiter if 
they do not get what they want. In 
villages the writ of moneyed landlords is 
greater than the rule of foe law. These 
are just some vignettes of life without 
values. The question is: do we want a 
society like this? If we care to look 
deeper into these instances we discover 
two things: first, that aggression comes 
from a complete lack of morals and 
value-based education. The Hindi word 
for this is sanskara. The second is that 
many of us are so hollow inside that just 
a lithe aberration results in our becom¬ 
ing murderous. Young people have 
plotted to kill their parents or grandpar¬ 
ents and there is an increase in crime in 
all our cities. In Chennai, eve-tearing has 
resulted in the deaths of young girls. 
These instances just reinforce foe need of 
values in society. Yes, we are degenerat¬ 
ing, but the causes are not far to seek. 

All our traditions point to respect foe 
women and elders. They teach us to be 
content and to live in a simple manner 
We are foregoing these traditions, and 
hence the degeneration in society. The 
importance of values become Starkly 


evident when we see where our society 
is heading. 


Mr E I would like to say that the 
changes in society you have mentioned 
are taking place not just because of 
giving up our values, but because of a 
gradual modernisation of society. Some 
amount of violence and crime are 
natural as we modernise. We should not 
get perturbed over this. The answer is to 
have better law-enforcing agencies, not a 
return to outdated values. These have no 
relevance today. For instance, concepts 
of fate and being content in our situa¬ 
tions will take us nowhere. Being ambi¬ 
tious is not a bad thing in today's world 
If we are content, we can never achieve 
anything in life. More important, we can 
take recourse to your values and become 
goody-goody, but the world hardly 
respects the good guys. Tbday, it is either 
force or economic muscle that lends 
weight to your voice, not moral pos¬ 
tures. I would like to explain this 
through an example. Today, we are 
fighting a war in Kargil. Hundreds of 
our soldiers have been killed, but our 
government does not want to cross the 
Line of Control in order to look good in 
the world arena. This goodness has been 
the cause of the conflict in the first 
place—we fooled ourselves that our 
neighbour was impressed by a bus visit. 
The same goodness has caused needless 
deaths and prolonged the battle. Today, 
while Pakistan revels in its bad boy 
image, we ate losing valuable lives. The 
world is not going to give us a prize for 
being good guys, so what is the point in 
sticking to morals and values? If Paki¬ 
stan knew that we could be as bad as 
them, the country would have thought 
twice before sending intruders, bo we 
have to accept the fact that goodness 
serves no purpose in today's world. Let 
us be practical and not dreamy poets! 


Mr A We live in times when many 
of our traditional thoughts and values 
ate being called into question. Ambition 
is one, which you have rightly men¬ 
tioned. If we are true to our tradition, 


We will all be fatalists. But apart from 
thiifc I find little that we should discard. 


We cannot say that aggression should be 
a way of life, or that we should behave 
roughly towards people. Manners, 
respect and empathy do not cost any¬ 
thing. The VIPs and their unmannered 
children are not our role models. In the 
long run, respect is not acquired through 
wealth but what sort of persons we are 
So it is wrong to say that values are not 
important Even if you take the Kargil 
example, the fact that we have not 
crossed the LoC has earned respect for 
us and theie is tremendous international 
! pressure on Pakistan. Being bad is not a 
I virtue, no matter what we may say. 

; Maybe only goodness will not help us, 
i so it is advisable to tamper our morals 
| with some practicality. But to discard 
\ alues altogether would be foolish. 

Mr B certainly agree with that. 
These days it has become an excuse to be 
uncouth by claiming that our values are 
outdated We always look at the West and 
say that their way is better but we forget 
, that manners and respect are rated highly 
I in developed societies too. So this talk 
that only the strong survive is nonsense. 

I We are what we are because of our values 
i and upbringing Take that away and we 
lose a very essential part of our personal¬ 
ity. Even if we accept that the world does 
not respect pure goodness, we cannot 
deny the fact that by losing our morals 
and values, we will be like savages. Our 
lives will not be safe anymore, with gun- 
l toting youngsters shooting anyone who 
crosses their way. Decency makes our life 
smoother and will earn us better respect. 
There will, no doubt, be some people 
who are unnecessarily aggressive, but 
they are poorer for that, not richer. 


! MB' C Maybe we are discussing 


values in a very limited way. For ex¬ 
ample, one common thing we are taught 
is respect for elders. While this is all 
| right, often elders use this to impose 


i their outdated ideas on the poor chil¬ 


dren. We have seen how most of us are 


! pushed into medical or engineering 
i streams after school. If we fail, we are 


I made to feel miserable. Despite the fact 
j that so m^ny new careers are available 
i today, we are nude to go through the 
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rut. So 1 would say that the tradition 
that teaches us blind respect for eiders 
must be done away with. It has done 
more harm than good. It has kept us 
from realising our ambition and often 
pushes us into blind alleys. Even the 
fatalistic attitude that religion teaches us 
is just a way to preserve the stntus'quo 
It has led to caste getting entrenched in 
our thinking. I feel that there are mam 
things Within our tradition that must be 
changed. I am not against values, but I 
feel that there is much that needs to be 
changed. Our tradition has to align 
somewhat with the modern world. It v\e 
do not do that we will be left holding on 
to outdated thinking and we will be 
unable to achieve anything 


Mr D The discussion has brought 
forth several different viewpoints 
Arguments were raised on both sides ot 
the question. Finally, a consensus seems 
to be emerging that one need not be 
blindly true to one's traditions and 
values, but at the same tune one should 
not blindly give in to notions of "rat 
race" that we are familiar with. Wc must 
assess what is good or bad for us. Also, 
we cannot say that values are totally 
irrelevant today. They certainly hold 
importance and are prized highly even 
in developed countries. I think many of 
the problems arise because of half- 
baked information about Western 
societies. Everyone in the West is not a 
punk, nor does everyone carry a gun 
In India, parents are tailing to teach 
values, or sanskara, and that is why the 
society is turning violent. Many rich 
politicians, bureaucrats and police 
officers have little to teach their chil¬ 
dren and it is their hollowness that 
makes them behave the way they do. 
The challenge is that we do not get 
carried away by their antics and change 
our way of living. Even i^ one is ambi¬ 
tious, being uncouth is hardly the way 
to show our modernity. 
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Paragraph: Essay in 
Miniature 


An essay must be developed in 
enough detail to make its general state¬ 
ments meaningful; so must a paragraph. 
In short, a paragraph is an essay in minia¬ 
ture. 

A paragraph requires the same pro¬ 
cess of composition as a whole essay, 
though in smaller scope. An essay must 
have a purpose; so must a paragraph. Jhe 
purpose of the essay is stated in the thesis, 
that of ti\e paragraph in the topic sentence. 
An essay must have a pattern of develop¬ 
ment, its organization, likewise a para¬ 
graph has its order. 

A good paragraph makes clear the 
meaning of its topic or idea. A paragraph 
intended to develop a unit of an outline or 
to elaborate a factor should devote itself to 
that task and should not stop until it has 
satisfactorily completed it Its chance of 
succeeding will depend on how well it 
observes four requirements: completeness, 
unity, order, and coherence. 

Detailed development is just as im¬ 
portant in a paragraph as in a whole com¬ 
position—indeed, no essay can be rounded 
out unless its paragraphs are. 

Since a paragraph develops a topic 
sentence, stated or implied, there should 
be nothing in it which does not clearly serve 
that end. This is the principle of unity. 

A unified paragraph makes clear read¬ 
ing. One which digresses or drifts away 
from its topic puts extra demands on the 
reader and sometimes thwarts him in his 
efforts to follow the writer's purpose. 

If the paragraph is to be an organic 
unit its movement should follow some clear 
order. There are several different ways in 
which the material of paragraphs may be 
arranged. But while there may be no one 
inevitable order for a given paragraph, 
certainly some orders will be more effec¬ 
tive than others. 

Aparagraph is like organization in an 
essay Thus, a topic sentence may be devel- 
oped by clarifying Statement casual expk- 


nation, example, comparison, contrast, or 
analytical division. 

Because the paragraph is smaller in 
scope than the essay, it may be simpler to 
consider paragraph order as direction. ( 1 ) 
from one time to the next, ( 2 ) from one 
space to an adjoining space, (3) from par¬ 
ticular statements to a general statement 
or conclusion, (4) from a general statement 
to particular statements, (5) from question 
to answer or from effect to cause. 

A time, or chronological order is the 
natural order of narration and is commonly 
used in explaining the steps in a process. 
Events are recorded in the order in which 
they occur—first, second, next, and so on 
to the last. 

A space order is useful when the writer 
wishes to report what he sees. The move¬ 
ment of the paragraph thus follows the 
movement of his eyes. That movement 
must have some continuity which a reader 
can recognize and follow. It need not start 
at the far left and move steadily to the far 
right, or vice versa, since in any view an 
observer's gaze is likely to be drawn 
quiddy to the most conspicuous object. But 
there should be some logical or natural 
progression from one descriptive detail to 
the next. 

Acommon order in paragraphs is from 
a succession of particular statements to the 
general statement or conclusion to which 
the particulars lead. By this order foe reader 
is led to foe conclusion through details of 
evidence or illustration. Hence, foe order 
is often called inductive, from foe Latin 
word meaning to "lead in". 

The most popular order for expository 
paragraphs begins with a general state¬ 
ment, then moves to particulars which 
explain or illustrate, or persuade the reader 
to accept the generalization. This order is 
similar to the illustrative pattern for devel¬ 
oping an essay. 

In effect foe topic sentence at or near 
the beginning of foe paragraph states the 
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purpose, and foe subsequent sentences il¬ 
lustrate it. Sometimes, in the paragraph that 
follows, foe italicised topic sentence it 
developed by two three sentences, each of 
which adds an illustration. 

Less common than any of the orders 
we have considered so far is foe paragraph 
that begins with a question and moves 
toward foe answer, or begins with an ef¬ 
fect and moves toward the cause. 

Such a paragraph usually has no ex¬ 
plicit topic sentence, since the answer to 
foe question or foe cause of the effect is 
explained by the paragraph as a whole- 
But foe opening questions, problem, or 
dilemma announces the purpose of the 
paragraph clearly. 

Literally, foe word cohere means to 
hold together. A paragraph is said to have 
coherence when its sentences are woven 
together or flow into each other 

If a paragraph is coherent, the reader 
moves easily from one sentence to foe next 
without feeling that there are gaps in the 
thought, puzzling jumps, or points not 
made. 

If a paragraph lacks coherence, the 
reader will feel that foe sentence, not the 
paragraph, is foe unit of writing, that he is 
reading a collection of separate statements 
rather than an integrated discussion. 

The commonest transitional 
connectives may be classified as follows: 

1. To introduce an illustration: thus, 
for example, for instance, to illustrate. 

2 . lb add another phase of the writ 
idea: secondly, in foe second place, next 
moreover in addition, similarly again, also, 
finally. 

3. lb point a contrast or qualifica¬ 
tion: on foe other hand, nevertheless, de¬ 
spite this fact, on the contrary still, 
however 

4. lb indicate a conclusion or result: 
therefore, in conclusion, to sum < 9 , conse¬ 
quently, as a result, accordingly in other 
words. 




ARGUMENTATION 


Questions on Economic and 
Social Problems 


Q. Suggest a few measures or 
reforms to revamp the present state of 
economic affairs in the country. 

Ans. The economic crisis in our 
country have been imminent from early 
90s. In order to control the situation a wave 
of reforms have been launched from time 
to time by various Finance Ministers 
belonging to respective governments 
which were essentially crisis-driven. 

A few measures can be Suggested to 
ensure the fiscal health of the country 

1. The Fiscal Responsibility Act: It 
is the need of the hour to adopt the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act by the Parliament 
This would limit budget deficits and 
safeguard economy from further debt 
trap. 

This would also improve the quality 
of governance and downsizing the role 
of government by opening non-strategic 
public sector enterprises like electricity, 
water, transport, banking to 
privatisation. 

These measures will encourage 
private investments, reduce cost for 
customers and improve quality by 
promoting, competition. 

Except defence and space, all other 
areas can afford the inception of private 
sector. This will also enhance transparency 
in all sectors of economy. 

Under this Act, the Centre and States 
need to redefine their role and act 
responsibly. The need is to generate 
resources, increase investments and 
improve quality of foe services. 

2. Create a new institutional 
architecture: There is a need to create a 
new institutional architecture for 
management of Indian economy. It is 
important to recognise full-fledged 
modem market economy where stability, 
predictability and transparency of policies 
eat necessary pre-requisites. 

3. Greater Autonomy: The financial 
institutions like foe Reserve Bank of India 


should be granted greater autonomy, so 
that it can establish itself as an 
independent monetary authority. 

More privileges and independence 
should be given to Securities and 
Exchange Board, Telecom Authority and 
Central Electricity Commission. This will 
increase the powers of there institutions 
and the confidence of consumers in these 
sectors f 

4 Reduction in interest rates: The 
interest rates of short-term or long-term 
loans should be reduced. No country in 
the world can achieve sustained growth 
with high interest rates 

5 De-licensing to be encouraged: 
The phase of de-licensing should be 
encouraged. The industrial licenses and 
import barriers should be abolished. 

6 . Overall Market Reforms: The 
reforms in labour market, capital market, 
natural resources market and land market 
cannot be ignored. The labour market 
reforms are of utmost importance and its 
flexibility should match the market 
changes. 

7. Literacy: Last but not least, the 
increasing rate of literacy is a necessary 
pre-requisite, if our economy is to become 
self-sufficient and sustainable. 

As we enter foe next millennium, foe 
Indian economy has two options to avail, 
firstly—business-as-usual road with low 
growth rate or the road to prosperity 
through accelerated reforms. 

Q. The single European Currency 
'Euro' has led to ups and downs In the 
European economic scenario, also, 
affecting foe world economy. Explain. 

Ans. On January 1,1999, foe eleven 
European nations and 290 million people 
joined hands to form the EMU (European 
Monetary Union) which is termed as foe 
most ambitious monetary experiment of 
its kind.' i 

The eleven European countries— 
Germany, Prance, Austria, Belgium, 


Finland, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Spain and Luxembourg—left 
behind their distinctive currency identities 
to launch a currency, single and common 
to all. 

It has been termed by various 
economic experts as a big challenge to foe 
mighty U.S. dollars. 

The advantages of foe single currency 
are enlisted as follows: 

1. Euro is a child of EMU and EMU 
was bom to foe dream of unified Europe 
This will lead to greater European 
prosperity and a possible United States ot 
Europe. 

2. The birth of Euro also fulfils a 
dream nurtured for decades by the 
yesteryears' rulers like Julius Caesar, 
Napoleon, Hitler, Karl Marx and revives 
the grandeur of Europe. 

3. The advent of Euro will surely send 
ripples in foe world economic markets. It 
is expected to produce a new economic 
superpower to rival the United States and 
its dollar. 

4. In near future, foe Euro zone will 
form the world's greatest trading partner. 
This will lead to formation of strong and 
stable Europe. 

5. It is further estimated by economic 
experts, that the GDP of foe European 
countries would register growth over the 
United States. In addition the European 
businesses would save billions every year 
on currency conversion within the 
European Union. 

6 . The major advantage for other 
countries would be easy handling of 
foreign debts and funds which don't 
involve dozens of currencies. 

7. Euro is Hkdy to be a boon for Indian 
exporters frequently travelling to foe EMU 
zone. The traveller will save on at least 
thrre percent foreign exchange since there 
wouldn'tbe shy nen£ to change currencies 
while entering a different country. 

The countries in Europe have started 
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ACHIEVERS 



Competition Master Achievers 


We have received a number of letters from 
students who have cleared their MBA entrance tests 
We publish some if them and hope that others can take 
inspiration from CM Achievers 1 

I am happy to inform 
you that I have deared many 
MBA entrance tests and am 
finally joining IMT, 
Ghaziabad I was helped at 
f every stage of my 
v preparation by The 
Competition Master, which publishes an 
excellent management feature The Business 
GK published by you is very good as also 
the advice on group discussion and 
interviews 

Amit Bonsai, Chandigarh 

I took the Mock-CAT 
published by The Competition 
Master in December '98 I 
joined Mastermind and 1 was 
able to get calls from a 
number of CAT institutes 1 
will finally be joining MD1, 


Gunmen I can say that the guidance provided 
by The CoMpETmoN Master is the best and 
certainly better than the commercial 
approach of many coaching centres 

Vandana Sow, Hardwar 

1 have been a regular 
reader of CM since 1994 Hus 
year 1 took two competitive 
exams and cleared both of 
them I have also been 
successful in college-level quiz 
and essay-writmg contests 1 
am indebted to CM for positive guidance and 
the help it has provided to build my 
personality Regular reading of the magazine 
is really helpful to get the winning edge 

Kashi Nath Pandty, Agra 


I had some problems but 
The Competition Master 
helped me get over them I 
followed your advice 
regularly and gradually I felt 
the confidence building up in 


me. 1 received admission offers from CAT 
institutes and also Symbiosis, Pune but will 
be joining ULM, New Delhi Tbday (here is 
happiness m my heart and it is all because 
you helped a youngster get the confidence 
to face the world. 

Arvind Verna, Panchkula 

l have been a science 
student but read CM 
regularly. After reading your 
management special issue, I 
started thinking about a 
career in management. 
Through your guidance, I have secured 
admission in Ajreejay School of Marketing, 
New Delhi 1 thank you for your help. 

Man/ot Sodhi, Chandigarh 


Calling students' If you have achieved 
anything that you would like the world to 
know, send us the details and your picture 
to CM Achievers, The Competition Master, 126 
Industrial Area Phase I, Chandigarh 160 002. 
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MANACeMtNT 


Business GK 


1. Name the airline that started a fare i 
war among airlines on the Mumbai-Delhi 
route by slashing prices* 

a) Indian Airlines b) Jet Airways 

c) NEPC Airlines . d) Sahara Airlines 

2. In the Businessworld-lndica >«itr\ e\ i 

on the most respected companies of India, | 
which company has been rated at the first i 
rank? - 

fl)HLL . b) Cdixo 

c) Ranbaxy d) Coui Cola 

3. Who is the chief executive of the i 

company mentioned m Q 2? J 

, a) H R Khusrokhan ' 

b) KB Dadiseth 1 

c) D.S. Brar d) M A Pathan 

4. Hie brands 'Sptnz' perfume and 

'Nyle' Herbal shampoo are owned by 
which of the following companies’ I 

, rr) CavinKare b) HIL 

c) Shulton d) PAG 

5. In die first Media Lions contest at 
Cannes, Indian agencies won two Cold > 
Lions for media innovations Name the I 
agencies whidi won this award 

a) HTA and Contract i 

b) Enterprise-Nexus and OAM 

f) I intas and HTA 

d) I intas and OAM 

6 A 50-year soap is advertising for 
the fust time and has been positioned for 
youngsters Name the brand 

a) Lifebuoy h) I u\ 

• c) Chandnka d) M) sore .Sandal i 

7 Which product inserted its adver- j 
tisements in the running commentaries of , 
the World Cup on All India Radio every 
time an Indian player suirt d a boundary, a 
Six, or took a wicket 7 

a) Boumvita b) Milo 

c) Rooh Afza ! 

• d) Dabur Chyawanprash I 

8 . What is the level oflndia s external 

debt, as revealed m the white paper of the j 
Union Finance Ministry in May '99? , 

• a) $ 95 billion 6 ) $ 100 million 1 

( c) $ 100 billion d) S 95 million I 


9 Which is the foreign partner of 
Hindustan Times in their joint venture in 
insurance 7 

a) Zurich Insurance 

• b) Commercial Union 

c) ILAFS d) Prudential 

10 The famous 'Ray-Ban' brand of sun 
glasses has been taken over by an Italian 
company Which of the following compa¬ 
nies is the new owner of Ray-Ban? 

it) Bausch A Lomb 

b) Luxottica Croup 

c) Gucchi d) Armani 

11 Whidi company uses the byline, "\bur 
moment has arrived" in its advertising? 

a) Arrow shirts 

b) DHL Warldwide Express 

c) Lufthansa * d) Mercedes 

12 The Harvard Business School has 
done a case study on the successful turn¬ 
around of a company in India, which re¬ 
corded a 133 per cent increase in 
profitability m 1998. Which company is the 
subject of the case study? 

a) IDBI b) HDFC’c) Bata d) Philips 

13 The hybrid cacPrius, which is very 
environment friendly, is the product of 
which of the following car manufacturing 
comptiniis’ 

* a) Toyota f») Ford 

c) Mitsubishi d) General Motors 

14 In the World Competitiveness Re¬ 
port, 1999, which country has been rated 
as the most competitive in the world? 

v a) USA b) Singapore 

c) Finland d) Germany 

15. In the above report, what is India's 
rank among 47 countries? 

if) 29 * b) 39 c)43 d) 47 
16 Which toothpaste has been re¬ 
launched by adding the words 'Super 
Shakti' to it 7 

a) Fepsodent b) Vkco 

- c) Colgate d)QoeeUp 

17. Which company has launched a 
car named 'Ikon'? 

a) Honda % b)Ford 
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c) Hyundai d) Toyota 

18. Whidi company asks you to 'Chal¬ 
lenge the limits' in its advertising? 

a) Hyundai ft) Aiwa 

c) LG • d) Samsung 

19. Who is the creator of die comic 
strip, Dilbert? 

a) Scott Adams b) Michael Hammer 

c) George Skaria d) Carl Shankar 

20. Name the company that has de¬ 
veloped Bijlee, India's first commercially 
viable electrically operated three-wheeler 7 

a) lata b) Bajaj 
t c) Mahindra A Mahindra 

d) Kmetic 

21. Which company claims to have'the 
technology that drives the world'? 

a) Mercedes b) Bridgestone 

c) Samsung d) Hewlett Packard 

22. Which of the following manages 
the Children's Gift Growth Fund? 

a)UC b) IDBI c)SBI <0UH 

23. In die market tor talcum powder, 
which brand is the market leader with over 
48% market share? 

a) Pond's Dreamflower b) Cinthol 

r) Johnson k Johnson 

24. Whoowns the image management 
company, IMG? 

a) Kapil Dev 6) Sunil Gavaskar 
. c) Mark MocCormak 

d) Bjorn Borg 

25. What is Cyrix? 

a) A computer program 

b) A computer printer 

c) Anew investment scheme 
. d) A semiconductor company 


_ ANSWERS _ 

l.(d) 2.(b) 3. (a) 4. (a) 

5. (b) 6. <c) 7. <d) 8. (a) 

9, (b) 10. (b) U. (d) 12. <c) * 

13. (a) 14(a) 11(b) 16. (c) 

17. (b) 18. (<tj 19. (a) 20. (c) 

21. (b) 22.#) 23. (a) 24. (c) 
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General Studies Scene 
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Q. 1. Write short notes on the following: 

(a) Lithosphere (b) Hydrosphere (c) Biosphere (d) Astronomy 
(c) DNA. 

Ans. (a) Lithosphere: Ibp crust of the earth is called Litho¬ 
sphere on which our ocean basins and continents rest. Average 
thickness of the Lithosphere is about 40 km and it is thinnest in 
the oceans with a maximum thickness of 10 to 12 kms. It consti¬ 
tutes about one per cent of earth's volume and 0.4 per cent of its 
mass. On the land mass, we generally see soil and sand, and at 
places rocks. Originally, when the molten magma erupted from | 
the interior of the earth, most of earth's surface had rocks, but 
with the process of weathering of rocks over thousands of years, 
when these rocks remained exposed to the extreme weather con¬ 
ditions, (he rocks gradually broke into sand and soil. Due to slow 
process of coding and contraction of earth,^nany changes have 
occurred on the surface of the earth and continental drift is con¬ 
sidered to be one of such changes. 

(b) Hydrosphere: Hydrosphere is that part of outer surface of 
die earth which includes oceans, lakes and rivers. As per one esti¬ 
mate, the hydrosphere contains about 1460 million cubic km of 
water Out of this about 97.3 per cent is contained in oceans and 
inland seas and just 2.7 per cent is found as rivers, fresh water lakes, 
ground-water, glaciers and ice-caps. Due to climatic condition this 
ratio may vary to a small extent. Oceans cove; about 71 per cent of 
the total areas of earth and hold about 1445 million cubic km of 
water. Ocean water is not potable as it contains about 3.5 per cent 
of salts including chlorine, sodium, sulphur calcium, potassium, . 
bromine etc. Die hydrological or water cycle includes evaporation I 
from oceans and lakes/rivers, condensation, precipitation (ram) and, I 
overland and groundwater flows to the ocean again. There are four 
oceans including Pacific, Atlantic, Indian and Arctic oceans, Pacific 
being the largest These oceans do not have any demarcated bound¬ 
aries and naturally merge into one another. 

(c) Biosphere: Also known as eco-system, biosphere is an 
evolutionary system, representing a stable equilibrium of various 
physical ami biological factors which have been operating in the 
past. The continuity of this system rests on a network of interde¬ 
pendent relationships that exist between various biological and 
zoological species. The air, the watec the humans and the ani- 
mal$,plants, bacteria, microbes and soil, ail are invisibly interlinked 
in a life-sustaining system called environment. It is estimated that 
there are about 3,50,000 species of plants and 11 million animal 
species on earth. The biosphere supplies all requisites of life like 
watec afe food, light, heat etc, to all there aperies and ail these 
requisites form a natural rhythm, to which every living organism 

I adjusts. 

00 Astronomy: Astronomy is the science of visual explora¬ 


tion of our space. Modern astronomy began in 1609 when an 
Italian astronomer named Galileo developed an instrument called 
refractor telescope, which made a beginning of optical astronomy. 
With his newly developed telescope, Galileo nude several new 
discoveries in astronomy. Later, in 1668, Newton developed a new 
instrument called reflector telescope. Again, more recently in 1973 
Karl Jansky developed the first radio telescope for studying the 
entire sky and analysing radiations. After 60s, the satellites are 
being extensively used for studying the space. Early nineties wit¬ 
nessed development of a new category of telescopes which are the 
most developed ones called "super telescopes" designed to be 
affixed on mountain tops around the world. 

(e) DNA: DNA stands for Deoxyribonucleic Acid. The mystery 
surrounding the genes was cleared up with the discovery of Ok* 
structure of DNA m 1953. One of the tour tvpes of little molecules 
including Adenine, Cytosine, Thymine and Guanm are attached to 
a nucleotide in DNA. The recent technique of genetic engineering 
is largely depended on grafting and manipulation of DNA which 
has many applications including health, breed improvement m 
cattle/animals and variety improv ement of agricultural seeds. 

Q. 2. What are the peculiar features of Indian federalism? 
Do you agree that Indian Constitution is basically federal 
with some striking unitary features? 

Ans. India is a Union of States, which has two peculiar things, 
firstly that the Indian federation is not a result of agreement by 
the units and, secondly, the provinces have no freedom to secede 
from the Union Indian Constitution has the following four fea¬ 
tures, essentially requited in a federal system. 

(a) Dual Government There arc two governments, one at 
the Centre and another at the State-level, with States having no 
power to secede. 

(/>) Distribution of Powers: Every federal system has been 
given legislate e powers, and legislative functions of the Union 
and States have been earmarked. Residuary powers are, however, 
with the Union. 

(c) Supremacy of the Constitution: Just like other federa¬ 
tions, Indian federal system also derives its existence from the 
Constitution of India. All the powers of the federation are subor¬ 
dinate to and controlled by the Constitution. 

(d) Authority of Courts: Legal supremacy of the Constitu¬ 
tion is essential for the existence of a federal system. Indian Con¬ 
stitution also provides the hierarchy of courts with the Supreme 
Court of India at the apex and High Courts in every State, thus 
fulfilling yet another requirement of a federal system. 

Although all the above essential features of a federation are 
provided for in tire Indian Constitution, yet there are certain fea- 
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tures which differ from typical federal system of the world, some 
of which are as under: 

(/) Mode of Formation: Most of the federal systems in the 
world are formed by a voluntary agreement between a number of 
sovereign and independent States, with slight change in case of 
Canadian federation, where the provinces of unitary State were 
transformed into a federal Union to make themselves autonomous. 
In India, the federal system was evolved over a longer period of 
time in historical perspective, with gradual movement towards the j 
existing system. 

(ri) Position of States: Indian States were not sovereign en¬ 
tities before the federation came into existence, hence the Indian 
Constitution does not prov ide for safeguarding the State rights. 
Moreover, residuary powers in India vest in the Union, as against 
the practice in most of federations. Also, no State in India, except 
the State of J & K has the power to have their separate Constitu¬ 
tions. Further, while amending the Indian Constitution, limited 
role is given to the State legislatures, while in the USA, the States 
have to be consulted before any amendment is made. Another 
deviation is that the Governors in India arc appointed by the 
President. Further, the States in Indian federation have no right to 
secede from foe Union. The representation of the States in foe 
Union legislature is also not uniform in India. 

(Hi) Nature of Status: While citizens in most of the federa¬ 
tions have dual citizenship, in India, only single citizenship, that 
of foe Union, is available to Indian citizens. Further, in India, 
there is no division of public service, where AH India Services are 
common to foe States and the Centre. Similarly, there is no system 
of dual courts and foe same set of courts in India adjudicate on the 
law# framed by foe Union as well as foe States. 

The above features prompted a foreign critic. Prof Wheare, to 
term foe Indian Constitution as quasi-federal. But a close appre¬ 
ciation of above features indicate that Indian system is not ex¬ 
tremely federal and it is a federation with strong Central tendency. 
Rather than being closer to a pure federation like the USA, Indian 
system is closer to that of Canadian federation. The difference 
between the two lies in degree and extent of the Unitary empha¬ 
sis. Hence, while Indian Constitution fulfils the basic conditions 
required for a federal system, it has strong unitary bias, evolved 
mainly due to historic reasons. 

Q. 3. What are the Special Area Development Programmes 
being implemented by the Government of India? 

Ans. Several special area development programmes are be¬ 
ing implemented in the country, which aw aimed at rapid eco¬ 
nomic development of specific areas needing special attention. 
Some of these special programmes are as under: 

(a) Hill Area Development Programme: There are several 
areas which are classified as hill areas which include north eastern 
States, Sikkim, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, eight hill 
districts of Uttar Pradesh, and some parts of the States UkeAssam, 
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and 
Goa. Main problems faced in these hill areas are deforestation, soil 
erosion, flash floods and dwindling agricultural output. Indis¬ 
criminate cutting of trees, low water retention capability, poor 


economies, practice of shifting cultivation, etc are some of the 
factors responsible for these problems. Special Central Assistance , 

is received by States for execution of schemes under Hill Area ^ 
Development Plan (HADP), allocation to which are received by 
foe States as additive to normal State plan funds. Both types of 
schemes, thus, need integration at the stage of implementation. 

The programmes implemented under HADP are aimed at pro¬ 
moting foe basic life support system with sustainable ulc of the 
natural resources of the area concerned. Ecology and environ¬ 
ment arc two special areas which receive attention under this 
programme During the Eighth Five Year Plan period, special 
emphasis were placed on modernising foe agricultural practices, 
small scale, and cottage industries at foe village-level. Upto the 
beginning of Eighth Plan, foe special Central assistance to foe 
tune of Rs 290 crore per annum was given to foe selected hill areas 
and the total funds allocated for such assistance during the Eighth 
Plan were Rs 1450 crore. 

(b) Western Ghats Development Programme: Western j 
Ghats hill ranges run to a length of about 1600 km and are 
almost parallel to foe Western coast, starting from delta of river 
Tapti in Maharashtra upto Kanyakumari, covering a total area of 
about 1,60,000 sq km and having a population of over 40 million. 
THtarea is facing certain environmental and ecological problems like 
increasing population pressures, felling'of trees for cash crops like 
tea, coffee, rubber etc, increasing mining operations, soil erosion, 
etc. Main emphasis of this programme has been on afforestation, 
minor irrigation, tourism, horticulture, infrastructure development 
schemes and restoration of the damage caused to the ecology. 

(c) Schemes of North Eastern Council: After the passage of 
North Eastern Council Act in 1971, funds are being provided by 
the government of India through the Ministry of Home Affaire to 
the Council for implementing various schemes. The Council gen¬ 
erally takes up area-specific small schemes in foe field of socio¬ 
economic development, inter-State transport and communication, 
power, flood control etc. The total outlay for tire Council during 
the Eighth Plan was Rs 1160 crore. 

(d) Border Area Development Programme: With a view to 
'ensure balanced development of the border arras of the Western 

region, tins programme was launched in foe Seventh Five Thar 
Plan. The aim was to provide better infrastructural facilities and 
promotion of a sense of security among foe local population. Ini¬ 
tially, the programme covered foe States of Punjab, Rajasthan and 
Gujarat, and was extended to the J k K. Eighth Five Year Plan 
provided an outlay of Rs 640 crore for this programme. 

(e) Desert Development Programme: This programme was 
started in 1977-78 for development of hot as well as cold desert 
regions of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana, J k K and Himachal 
Pradesh. In these States, it is operative in 131 blofcksof 21 districts. 

The aim is to control tire desertification, mitigating tire effects of 
draught, restoring tire ecological balance and raising productivity 
of land. 100 per cent assistance is given by foe Centre fire-tire 
programme and allocations are made at foe rateof Rs 24 lakh per 
1000 sqkms, with a ceffing Of Rs 500 kld^ptt'district For cold 
deserts of Himachal and 1 It K, Rs 100 lakh arid 150 lakh per 1 
district respectively, are made for cold deserts. 
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Coolers—Now also for 
Women 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations 
and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well in advance' 
to be included here. Readers are advised to assess their own suitability 
and that of the institute before applying—this feature is not a 

recommendation of any course or institute > 

Air Force 

Education Instructor Trade-Eligibility: B.A./B.SC (Hons) or B.A./ 
B.Sc with a teaching degree or one year teaching experience; date of 
birth between January 1,1976 and January 1,1980. Last date: August 2, 
1999, Apply to: President, Central Airmen Selection Board, Post Box 3004, 
New Delhi -110 003. For details see advt published on July 3,1999. 

Army 

Ninth University Entry Scheme—Eligibility: Engineering students, 
age between 19-25 years. Last date: August 5, 1999. Apply on the 
prescribed format to: H.Q. Command of the respective area. For more 
details see advl published on June 30, 1999. 


Women there’s never enough choice for them. Reason enough 
we guess for Liberty the country's largest quality footwear 
manufacturer to have introduced a new range of sandals under its 
existing brand for men, Coolers. 

Ideal to beat the blazing summer heat, these sandals deliver 
more than their brand promise of cool comfort. Added along are a 
host of pulses like durability, style, quality and affordability that make 


it one of the coolest deals to look out for this summer. 




Computers 

PG Diploma In Software Engineering (PGDSE-1 year,full time) 
— Eligibility: B.Sc, BE, M.Sc, M.Tech, MBA with a minimum of 55% 
marks. Course fee: Rs 1 lakh, loan facility available, Last date: August 16, 
1999. Written test: Date to be announced. Apply on the prescribed 
format to: Mahindra Institute of Software Engineering and Manage¬ 
ment, 4th floor, Wing 1, Oberoi Estate Gardens, Chandivali, Andheri 
(E), Mumbai - 400 072 with a DD for Rs 650. 

Correspondence Courses 

* 1. B.A. (English, Pol. Science), B.Com—Eligibility: Class 12. Last 
date: October 29, 1999. Apply to: Principal. School of Correspondence 
Courses andpontinuing Education, South Moti Bagh, Nanak Pure, New 
Delhi - llO'tEM with a DD for Rs 15. 

^Bachelor in Business Administration (BBA), Bachelor/Mas¬ 
ter In Mass Communication (BMC/MMC)—Eligibility: Class 12 for BBA, 
Graduation tor BMC, and Bachelor or PG Diploma in Journalism/Mass 
Communication. For MMC, Last date; August 16,1999. Apply to: Assistant 
Registrar (DBrGJ University, Hlsar with a DD for Rs 150. Prospectus 
also available at nodal centres of the University. 

3rB.A„ B.Sc, B.Com, BCA, MA, M.Com, M.Sc—Eligibility: Class 
1241k Bachelors and Graduation tor Masters courses Last date: August 
13,1999 lor Open University system and September 17,1999 for regular 
courses. Apply to: Director, Institute of Correspondence Education, 
University of Madras, Chepauk, Chennai • 600 005 with a OD for Rs 100. 

Engineering 

Diploma Course In Tool end Die Making (4 years)—Eligibility: 
Matriculation or equivalent with 50% marks, age batmen 15-18 years. 
Written tteh September 5,1999. list dale: August 5,1990. Apply to: 
General Manager, Indo-Oanlah Tool Room, M*4 Phase VI, Tata Kandra 
Road, Gamhana, Jamshedpur - 832108 with a DO lor Rs 280, 

Management 

Management Aptitude Test (MAT)—To be held on: September 5, 
1999. Lett dele: August 9,1999. Apply to: AIMA-CMS, Management 
House, 14 InttButtoMl Area, Udhl Road, Nsw Delhi ■ 110 003 wHn a DD 
for Re iso. ProspMus ado available at AIMA Nodal Centres. 

Scholarships ■■ 

Cimbrtdg*Nehru SeholarpMpa for WwD at University of Cam* 
brtdge-EUgfoKty; First due honours degree and age,below 28 yean. 
Last dawTiepterntw B, 1999. Apply to: Nehru Ttost for Cimbrktae 
UrW»rslty; TeeftMurtl Houee, Tetri Murti Marg, New Delhi *110011 with 
ltd details of ecademfo quaiWcidone. 


Available in bold new designs and styles in leather in a choice 
of matt, suede and nubuck finishes and enduring polysoles. For the 
woman, who’s looking for that little extra Liberty has the sporty 
range. Designed to perfection they add more pep to life with their 
latest international styling and cool colour, available af unbelievably 
low prices they are a steal. Ideal to be worn for the morning walk 
around the park or an afternoon shopping spree or for that matter 
a casual evening party, they offer you a choice that few others can 
match. 

Liberty Wedding Range 

its that festive of the year again—decorative streets, brass 
bands and grand feasts. Ves you guessed it right, it’s waddipg time. 

And with it comes often the change to entirety revamp your 
wardrobe. Talking wardrobes, nowadays no wardrobe is complete 
without the right footwear. Now no longer just an accessory, footwear 
has become more of a necessity. Liberty the country’s featHng 
footwear manufacturer recently unveiled it’s new wedding collection 



for summers. 

In a wide choice for both men and women, the range 
comprises styles from the classy and elegant looking formate In 

a wide choice of colours for men to the more ornate and fancy 

collection with rich overtones fpr women. The ptrfeet Mend of 
luxury, comfort, style end quality, that haa always.been a part of 
Liberty. 

The ideai complement to your wedcflng attlje, their versatility 
makes tufa they can be worn even In day lo (fay Ufa, 80 If you are 

plowing to get twrftd^ 

end auK your feet for the occasion. 
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Many institutes, including 
univaraitica and government-run 
organisations, reject forms of 
applications if there are mistakes 
in it or are received late. But they 
encash the bank deaft and keep 
the money. Should they not 
return the money if the 
application Is rejected due to 
any reason? 

—Decpak Gaur, Bilaspur (H P) 

We agree that institutes should 
not keep the application money if 
the forms are rejected. The 
applications 
are, 
however, 

. handled by 
junior 
clerks or incon-siderate officers They 
have got used to a style of functioning, 
which can only be broken if an applicant 
moves court against this exploitative 
practice Since it is a time- consuming 
process, an individual does not take 
recourse to the courts Perhaps with 
increase in transparency m society, this 
practice may change too m the near 
future. 

When and why was NATO formed? 
I would like the complete details on this. 

—Rasim Kumar, Patna (Bihar) 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO! is an extension of 
the 1948 Brussels Treaty tor military 
cooperation among five European 
nations. The treaty is directed at the 
threat of armed communist attack m 
Europe or the North Atlantic or 
Mediterranean area The new treaty was 
signed in April, 1949 We have published 
a backgrounder on NATO in our 
September '97 issue. 

I wish to appear in the SSC exams. 
Could you tell me some details of the 
examination? 

—Sushtl Sow, Vill Jhalcra (HP) 
% SSC exam is of # two hours 
duration, consisting of Parts A and B Part 
A deals with General Intelligence and 
General Awareness while Part B is of 
Arithmetic. Both parts carry 100 marks 
45%|b. The exercises published in 



CoMn.TiTioM Master on reasoning, Maths 
and Fnghsh are very helpful in SSC 
exams 

What is the difference between e- 
, mail and fax? 

i - Rahul Kumar, Fokaro Steel City (Bihar) 

E-mail is the transmission of 

computer messages through telephone 

lines, while fax means transmission of 

documents Please refer to our regular 

] featuie 'Cyber World' for understanding 

1 all these terms 

! 

i 

| 1 am interested in NIFT. How does 

one get admission there? 

-Deeph Ratliore, Kanpur (U P) 
If you are artistically inclined, you can 
think of a fashion design course at NIFT, 
which is the premier institute of India. 
Collect a portfolio of your work Appear 
I in the entrance test while you are in class 
1 12 If you can clear die test and interview, 
you can be on the road to becoming a 
fashion designer without break in your 
studies. 

I want my son to be selected to I1T. 

I Are there any coaching schools which 
provide coaching for two yean? 

—A Prtikasli, Dchradun (U.P.) 

! There are a number of coaching 
schools m Delhi which provide IIT-JEE 
I coaching from class 10. However, it 
jH^uld mean getting your child admitted 
lo ftsdtotfi Ui Delhi asalsaamngements - 


for staying and food. This might be 
too difficult or expensive for 1 a 
person who does not belong to 
Delhi. If you are not willing to 
take up the huge task of 
shifting, it may be advisable 
to subscribe to a 
correspondence course for 2 
years. Your son can attend 
classes in Delhi during 
summer vacations while 
preparing himself with the help 
of correspondence notes. 

I stay 
in Rohtak 
but there is 
no healthy 
atmosphere 
here, nor facilities which can help you 
clear competitive exams. But I have 
failed to clear the entrance exam of an 
institute in Bangalore. Should I appear 
again? 

—Sukhda Singh, Rohtak (Haryana) 
Since you have not cleared the 
entrance examination of institutes in other 
cities, it may be advisable to continue 
studies in Rohtak. For preparing again, 
you will waste one year and even then 
success may not be certain. There is a 
saying "a bird in the hand is better Bum 
two in the bush". We suggest you continue 
your studies in Rohtak. 

What is a mite Paper? 

—H.S Chakravarly, Behrampur (Orissa) 
White paper is a report published by 
the government about its policy on a 
matter that is to be considered by 
Parliament. 

I am very keen to become an air- 
hostess. What are the basic 
requirements? Could you recommend 
an academy? 

—Neha Sjngh, Chandigarh 
The basic requirement to become an 
Air Hostess is a height of 154*170 cnvAa 
good personality and fluency in some 
languages. For more details, see careers m 
travel and tourism hi 6ur November 
^sue^ regret w* are not ina position j 
recommend any training academy for I 
p u tp Mfo saw < * » « 
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QUESTION 


I have a burning desire to become an industrialist. What 
should I do? 

—Mantsh Kumar, Lucknow (U.P) 
To become an industrialist, ideally you. should have a 
good training in business administration. Try to get through 
to HM for a PGDBM degree or look for some entrepreneur 
development programmes. Once you have a knowledge of 
the business world, you can easily identify an opportunity 
and cash in on it. 

How are examination marks scaled? 

—Siddhartha Singh, Lucknow (U P) 
If all the candidates are getting very high or very less marks 
in a paper; their marks may be scaled upward or downward by 
multiplying them with a factor. All marks are multiplied by the 
same factor so the merit is maintained. Institutes may do this to 
equalise scores among different papers and to get over the 
problem of comparing papers which may be considered too easy 
or difficult 

How is IQ calculated? 

—Firoz Anwar, Muzaffarpur (Bihar) 
Intelligence Quotient (IQ) is usually calculated by means of 
a test. General intelligence questions are asked to find out how 
a person tackles them. 

Why can't ordinary batteries be charged? 

—Animesh Deb, Agarfala, Tripura 
Ordinary battenes generate current by means of a chemical 
reaction. Once the chemicals are spent, the battery cannot be 
recharged. 

Why do engineers do MBA? What will be the demand for 
BE-MBA in 2003? 

—S.K Sarkar, Dhenkanal (Orissa) 
As there are not many job openings after BE and growth is 
limited, engineers prefer to do MBA. Their demand is expected 
to increase in the future. 

What is the reason for premature greying of hair? How 
can it be stopped? 

—Daljeet Dogra, New Delhi 
Greying of hair is usually due to genetic reasons. It cannot 
be stopped, though if is,believed that a good diet and exercise 
may delay greying of hair. 
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You know English. But can 
you speak it — fluently...? 

You know.. Knowing English is quite different from 
being able to speak it fluently.. And writing skills, 
translating skills, ready-made sent en ce s or cassettes 
won't make you fluent m speech. So we use new, 
research-based, techniques. 

A world-class course... 

• Our course teaches you specialised fluency 
techniques... By Post We help you break free of 
hesitations... and speak English—with a high 
degree of fluency. Smoothly. Continuously With 
your words flowing out. 

e Our course removes the fluency-blocking 
factors And promotes the fluency-producing 
factors... And helps you speak English — at length. 
In detail. Discuss. Explain. Describe. Argue. Chat, 
With a stream-like flow... In social situations. At 
meetings. Interviews. Group discussions. 

(b Pioneers & leaders... 

Y ou know... we were the flrat to start* corre¬ 
spondence course in spoken English in ladit. 
And the lint ever to design a fluency course... 

Our learners... 

|/ We have learners from all over India. And from 
abroad. Our past learners include AO India Service 
& Civil Service Officers, Judicial officers, Company 
& Bank Managers, Advocates, Doctors, Engineers... 
And Civil Service and mm - mca candidates. 

Act now... 

People judge your quality and worth... from how 
fluently you speak English... 

For Booklet S Application Bom, send us 
Rs. 15/-... by MO or PO— today... 
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Adult Faculties 


Adult Faculties Council, 

M-26C, Devaswam P&rambu Road, 

JOamakkara PO, KOCHI - 682 026. 

(0484) 345449, (0484) 33U81. 9m (0484) 331181. 


We help you deal with people... 











AUGUST 


India 

The array of significant events 
which occurred during the months oi 
August include' Surendra Nath Banerji 
hoisting Tri-colour—Green, Yellow and 
Red (the earliest form of Indian tri- 
coloured flag) in Calcutta on August 7, 
1906; death of Madan Lai Dhingra in 
gallows at Pentonville Prison London 
on August 17,1909; E S Montague the 
Secretary of State for India, 
announcing on August 20,1917 a 
scheme towards establishing 
responsible Government m India 
formal inauguration of non¬ 
cooperation movement at Bombay by 
Mahatma Gandhi on August 1, 1920; 
Vithalbhai Patel winning elections of 
Indian President for the Central Legis¬ 
lature Assembly on August 22, 1925; 
historic meet at Fero/eshah Kotla 
grounds on August 8,1928 of 
Hindustan Republican Army, wherein 
revolutionaries from various parts of 
India assembled and declared 'Inde¬ 
pendence and Socialism as Indian 
Goal', announcement of 'Communal 
Award' by British Prime Minister 
MacDonald on August 16, 1932, 
endorsing of 'Quit India Resolution' by 
All India Congress Committee at 
Bombay on August 8,1942; Subhash 
Chandra Bose holding function at 
Bangkok University Auditorium to 
commemorate the first Anniversary of 
Quit India on August 9, 1943; birth of 
Indian Dominion at 12 midnight on 
August 15,1947; liberation of Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli by local volunteers 
on August 2,1954; Satyagrahis 
crossing into Goa for its liberation on 
August 19, 1955; Congress Working 
Committee approving on August 8, 
1963 Kamraj plan urging 'some 
prominent Congressmen should resign 
from ministerial post fat die 

organisational work'; formal launching 

« 


of NCC on August 14,1963 by Jawahar 
Lai Nehru, Pakistani infiltrators 
making futile attempt to make August 
8,1965 {the annual festival day of Fir 
Dastgir Sahib, a local samt of Srinagar) 
the day of Kashmir's deliverance from 
India, Dnordar<tlian starting regular 
transmission in colour on August 15, 
1984; Parliament passing Constitution 
Amendment for including Konkam, 
Mampuri and Nepali m the 8th Sched¬ 
ule on August 20, 1992; President K R 
Narav anan promulgating Praw Bliarh 
ordinance on August 29, 1998. 


Dedicatory 

Guy de Maupassant, the French 
writer and novelist, was born on 
August 5,1850 

Sn Aurobmdo Ghose, Indian 
revolutionary philosopher and 
author of the fame of 'Essays on 
Gita', was bom on August 15,1872 
in Calcutta 

(Sir) Donald George Bradman, 
the Australian Cricketer who with an 
average of 99 94 in 52 tests and con¬ 
sidered to be the most outstanding 
batsman of all time, was born on 
August 28, 1908 

Amnta Pritam, noted Punjabi 
author of the fame of Rascedi Ticket, 
was born on August 31, 1919 m 
Gu|ranwala. 

Helen Newsington Moody, 
who won 8 singles wins m 
Wimbledon, was bom on August 30, 
1923 


International 

On the international scenario the 
events which emerge into 
prominence during the months of 
August include: setting up of Triple 
Entente between Britain, France and 
Russia in opposition to the Central 
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i Powers on August 31, 1907; official 
opening of Panama Canal to traffic 
1 on August 15,1914; Russian forces 
loosing Battle of Tannenburg to 
Germany on August 26,1914; women 
receiving Right to Vote in United 
States on August 26, 1920; Plebiscite 
in Germany giving power to Adolf 
Hitler as Fuehrer on August 19, 1934; 
signing of non-aggression pact by 
USSR and Germany*on August 23, 
1939, signing of Atlantic Charter by 
Churchill and Roosevelt on August 
11,1941; Allied troops entering Paris 
on August 25, 1944; Soviet troops 
entering Romania on August 30, 

1944, US bombers dropping an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima on 
August 6, 1945, US bombers 
dropping an atomic bomb on 
Nagasaki on August 8, 1945, ending 
of World War II on August 14, 1945; 
NATO coming into force on August 
24, 1949; USSR exploding hydrogen 
bomb on August 29, 1953; Geneva 
Conference to discuss peaceful uses 
of atomic energy on August 8, 1955, 
USSR launching Sputnik on August 
27,1958; Hawaii becoming 50th State 
of the USA on August 21,1959; East 
Germany erectmg Berlin Wall on 
August 17-18,1961; installation of 
hot-line linking Kremlin with White 
House on August 31, 1963; signing of 
Bangkok declaration towards the 
formation of ASEAN on August 8, 
1967; Sir Garfield Sobers hitting 
Malcom Nash for 36 runs in an over 
at Swansea on August, 31,1968; Cairo 
Radio announcing on 'official merger 
of Egypt and Libya into one new 
State' on August 29,1973; Third 
World countries endorsing to establish 
Global Bank owned and funded by 
five Croup of Tt on August 28,1982; 
Burma getting readmitted to NAM'on 
I August 31,19*2. 



Test of Reasoning-1 


Qs. 1-5. In each question below is given a series. Your task 
is to find out from options (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) the set that 
would form the next group in the series: 

1. AmP CpQ EsR GvS 


(1) JzN 

(2) IxU 

(3) IyT 

(4) KyZ 

(5) None of these 



2 Jed Kbf 

Lah Mzj 



(1) Pbm 

(2) Nyl 

(3) Qym 

(4) Jdr 

(5) None of these 

3. MNPS UVXA CDFI 

KLNQ 


(1) TUWZ 

(2) RSUX 

(3) RTSV 

(4) STVY 

(5) None of these 

4 A7BD F22GI K37LN 

P52QS 


(1) T66WY 

(2) U67VX 

(3) U68WY 


(4) T67VX 

(5) None of these 


5 BC-1F GH4K LM9P 

QR14U 


(1) VW19Z 

(2) WX21A 

(3jT VX20Z 


(4) VW22Z 

(5) None of these 



Qs. 6-8 are based on the word IMPROVEMENT. In each 
question, five words are given. Four of the given words are 
related to the key word in the same way while one is different. 
Your task is to find this odd-man out: 

6 (1) MOVEMENT (2) REVIVE (3) IMPROVE 

(4) PREVENT (5) EVENT 

7. (1) MOVE (2) RENT (3) MEET 

(4) POET (5) TIME 

8. (1) IMPART (2) COMMENT » 

(3) PRIVATE (4) PRETFND 

(5) REPAIR 

Qs. 9 to IS are based on the combined series of letters, 
numbers and symbols given below: 

M 4QDKBPG09PDH8NK 

A7WYT3DM9®8PW4QY 

9. How many types of symbols have been used in the 
series 7 

(1)4 (2)5 (3)6 (4)7 (5)8 

10. What is fhe ratio in die frequency of numbers and letters? 

(1) 1:2 (2) 2:3 (3) 314 (4) 4 :5 (5) None of these 

11. How many letters in the series are preceded by a number 
and followed by a symbol? 

(1) 3 (2) 4 (3) 5 (4) 6 (5) None of these 

12. How many numbers have either letters or symbols on 
both the sides? 

(1)2 (2)3 (3)4 (4)5 (5) None of these 

13. MQO is to as P€£ is to: 

(1) 89M (2) 090 (3) 8©M 

(4) ©MO (5) None of these 


14. Which of the symbols, letters and numbers have been 
repeated foe most in foe series? 

(1) OP8 (2) OQ9 (3) ©Q9 (4) YP8 

(5) None of these 

15. If all the numbers in foe series were added together, the 
total would be divisible by 

(1) 3 and 7 (2) 3 and 9 (3) 3 and 4 

(4) 4 and 8 (5) 7 and 9 

Qs. 16 and 17 are based on the statements given below: 
+ means, 'is heavier than' V means, 'is lighter than', 

means, 'is equal to'. B means, 'is not equal to'. 

16 AB# CD, A D and C V B, therefore 

(1)A**C (2) CD V AB (3) D B 

(4) C D (5) None of these 

17 AB CD and D + B therefore 

(1) A *• C (2) C V B (3) A * C (4) C + A 

(5) None of these 

Qs. 18-20 are based on the letters in the word 
PERFORMANCE. 

18. How many sets of two letters have as many letters 
between them as they have in foe alphabetical order? 

(1)1 (2)2 (3)3 (4)4 (5) None 

If the first four letters of the word were written in reverse 
order, then the next three letters were written in reverse order 
followed by the last four letters in reverse order. 

19 Which letters would be to foe left and right of 0? 

(1) F and E (2) F and A (3) M and R 

(4) R and E (5) None of these 

20. How many letters would be there between P and C? 

(1) 4 (2) 6 (3) 7 (4) 8 (5) None of these 

Qs. 21-25. In each question below is given a pair of words, 
the two words having a definite relationship between them. 
Your task is to find out from the given options foe Word, that 
would form the same relationship with the third word. 

21. ear: music • • tongue : ? 

(1) speech (2) food (3) taste (4) saliva (5) eat 

22. oxygen: hydrogen:: Mars ■ ? 

(1) planet (2) sun (3) solar system (4) Jupitor (5) Moon 
23 Monday • Wednesday:: spring: ? 

(1) summer (2) flowers (3) winters 

(4) rains (5) blooming 

24. torch : darkness .: medicine: ? 

(1) ailment (2) patient (3) treatment 

(4) prescription (5) cure 

25. black * colour:: gold ; ? 

(1) currency (2) riches (3) metal 

(4) ornaments (5) exchange 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. Your task is to 
find Out which of the Answer Figures from A, B, C, D and E would come next in the series of Problem Figures. 
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uestions has four pairs of figures namely A, B, C and D. Three out of these four have a similar 
find out the one that is different from the others. 
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Find the odd-man out; 


ABODE 



Each of the following questions has a figure. You have to 
find out from the answer figures A, B, C, D and E, the mirror 
image of the figure given in question. 


A B C O E 


7. (5) In all the others, the order of letters, picked up for forming 

the word does not change. Here the letters have been 
shuffled. 

8. (5) In all die others, one letter is an outsider, this one has 




two, 'A' and an extra 

*R\ 


9. 

(3) 

10. (3) 9 and 12 

11. 

(2) 12 (2) 

13 

(4) 

14. (1) 

15. 

(3) It is 60 

16 

(2) 

17 (3) 

18 

(3) PR, OM, AC 

19. 

(4) 

20. (1) 




21. (3) One distinguishes the other. 

22. (4) Both are members of the same group. 

23 (1) Just as there is Tuesday between the two, these have 
summers. 

24. (1) One gets rid of the other. 

25. (3) One is one of the members of the other. 

For solving questions 26-55, the following guidelines might 
prove helpful 

(i) Study every figure in each question as a separate 
identity as well as in relationship with other figures. 

(«) The figures may move right and left, up and down, 
comer to comer, clockwise, anti-clockwise or along certain points. 
During this movement, the figure may rotate, swing or turn 
upside down. It may change its size also as you can sec in question 
number 27. 




_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (3) First letters of the series have a gap of one, A, C, E..., 

second a gap of two and third one are PQRST. 

2. (2) Hist letters are from die regular alphabetic order, second 

are in reverse order and die third have a gap of one. 

3. (4) Gap increases by one letter and the next set follows after 

the gap of one letter. 

4. (2) Number all die letters from A to Z, i.e. 1 to 26. The total 

of numbers allotted to the letters are there in each series. 

5. (1) Add the numbers of first two letters and deduct the 

number of third letter from it 
e.g, BC- IF is 2 + 3 -6 * -1. ‘ 

6. (2) In other words, all the letters are from the key word. 

This one has an extra 'V'. 


(iit) Ail the figures need not move at the same pace or in 
the same direction. Some may gain a step with each movement 
while some may move in three steps or one and its double pace. 
(Examples: 32, 38,43 etc.) 

(iv) Something may be added or dropped in next box. 
( Examples . 28,29, 33,41,47 etc.) 

(v) Figures may interchange places amongst themselves. 
Some may be replaced by other figures. (Examples: 30,45,50 etc.) 


26. C 

27 A 

28. A 

29. E 

30. B 

31. C 

32. C 

33. A 

34. B 

35. D 

36. A 

37. D 

38. A 

39 B 

40. A 

41. B 

42. A 

43. D 

44. C 

45. A 

46. E 

47. B 

48. B 

49. E 

50. A 

51 A 

52. C 

53. B 

54. E 

55. B 




56. C. The figures ought to be reversed. 

57. B. The position of block is wrong. 

58. D. The direction is wrong. 

59. D 

60. B. The arrangement is wrong. 

61. A. The figure in the next block ought to have two sides 

more. This one has one only. 

62. C. Only one set of figures turns upside down. Here both the 

sets have turned upside down. 

63. C. The pattern in the angles of triangle is wrong. 

64. D. The letters D and E are wrong. 

65. A. The number of lines should match with the number of 

lines in figures. 

66. D 67. C 68. D 69. B 70. B 

71. A 72. E 73. C 74. E 75. E 
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Test of Reasoning - 2 


Qi. 1*6. In each of the following questions, a series of 
numbers is given. Below this series is given a number followed 
by (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E). After understanding the pattern in 
the given number series, you have to form another number 
series in the same order, starting from the given number: 

1. 2 2 4 12 48 

3 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(D)? 

(1) 64 (2) 102 (3) 114 

(4) 72 (5) None of these 

2. 53 59 61 67 71 

31 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of foe following numbers would come at the place of 


(C)? 


3. 


(1) 47 
(4) 49 
6 7 

3 (A) 


16 

(B) 


(2) 39 (3) 43 

(5) None of these 
51 208 

(C) (D) (F.) 


(E)? 


Which of foe following numbers would come at the place of 


(B)7 


(1) 496 (2) 515 (3) 587 

(4) 685 (5) None of these 

4. 1 4 8 9 27 

27 (A) (B) (C) (D) ft) 

Which of foe following numbers would come at the place of 


(C)? 


(1) 64 (2) 32 (3) 48 

(4) 51 (5) None of these 

140 104 79 63 54 

171 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of foe following numbers will come at the place ot 


(1) 109 
(4) 83 

6. 13 24 

7 (A) 


(2) 94 (3) 91 

(5) None of these 
46 90 178 

(B) (C) (D) (E) 


(D)? 


Which of foe following numbers will come at the place of 

(1) 94 (2) 82 (3) 78 

(4) 96 (5) None of these 

Qs. 7-10. Find the odd-man out: 


7. (1) ankle 
(4) elbow 

8. (1) croak 
(4) squeak 

9. (1) ream 


(2) thigh 
(5) knee 
(2) cackle 
(5) squawk 
(2) fathom 


(3) wrist 
(3) twitter 

r 

(3) watt 


(4) calorie (5) microbe 

10 (1) Marconi (2) Darwin (3) Einstein 

(4) Marco Polo (5) Graham Bell 
11. In a room, there are some tripods and some stools 
There are some men, women and children too. All foe women 
are seated on tnpods and all the men on stools while the children 
are standing. The number of human beings is 12 more than the 
pieces of furniture. The number of legs (stools + tnpods + men, 
women and children) is 133. Find out the number of stools in the 
room. 

(1) 11 (2) 10 (3) 9 (4) 12 (5) Can't say 

Directions: In each of the questions 12 to 16, a question is 
i asked followed by three statements A, B and C. Read the 
question and foe three statements and then deride whether the 
question can be answered with any one or two of the statements 
or all the three are required. The answer number bearing the 
statements which are required to answer the question is your 
answer. 

I 12 How far is A's office from his home 7 

, A. It takes him 45 minutes m the morning to drive from 

home to office. 

B In the evening it takes him an hour to come home due to 
heavy traffic 

C. A drives at a uniform speed of 50 kph m morning 

(1) Only A and B (2) Only B and C 

(3) Only A and C (4) Only C 

(5) All the three 

13. Who is A's grandfather? 

A. B is A's father’s sister. 

B. C is B's sister 
C D is C's father. 

(1) Only A and B (2) Only B and C 

(3) Only A and C (4) Data is inadequate 

(5) All the three 

14 How much D.A. does Satish get per month? 

A. Satish's basic pay is Rs 6000 per month. 

B. He gets D.A., H.R.A. and city allowance too. 

C. His total income is Rs 14800 per month. 

(1) Only A and B (2) Only B ancfC 

(3) Only A and C (4) Data is inadequate 

(5) AU the three 

15. How many houses have been constructed by the City 
Development Authority in foe new colpny? 

A. The authority planned to build 55*00 houses in foe new 
colony. 

B. 2500 houses are already occupied by owners. 
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C. Only 15% houses are unfinished. 

(1) Only A and B (2) Only B and C 

(3) Only A and C (4) Either A or C 

(5) Data is inadequate 

16. How much money did X invest in his joint business 
with Y? 

A. The total profit after a year was Rs 3,50,000 

B. In this amount, Y's share was Rs 1,50,000. 

C. X and Y calculated that they had got 30% profit on their 
investment. 

(1) Only A and B (2) Only B and C 

(3) Only A and C (4) None 

(5) All the three 

17. The sum of three even numbers is four times of the first 
number. Which is the last of these three numbers? 

(1) 12 (2) 8 (3) 10 

(4) 6 (5) Data is inadequate 

Qs. 18-20. Study the following information and answer 
the questions that follow: 

Five young ladies, Jyoti, Kamini, Laxmi, Madhu and Neha 
have five different jobs of architect, engineer, fashion designer, 
beautician and receptionist and are living in five different cities. 
These cities are Indore, Agra, Bhopal, Bangalore and Lucknow. 

Laxmi and Madhu do not live in Indore and are not 
beautician or fashion designer. 

Kamini and Madhu are not architects nor do they live in 
Bangalore or Lucknow. 

The fashion designer stays in Lucknow and the receptionist 
at Agra. 

Neha is not receptionist or beautician nor she stays in 
Lucknow. 

Jyoti and Neha do not stay in Bhopal and Bangalore and are 
not architects. 

18. Who is the receptionist? 

(1) Jyoti (2) Kamini (3) Laxmi 

(4) Madhu (5) Neha 

19. The architect has her job in: 

(1) Bangalore (2) Agra (3) Bhopal 

(4) Lucknow (5) Indore 

20. What is Kamini? 

(1) receptionist (2) beautician (3) engineer 

(4) architect (5) fashion designer 

21. Who is the engineer? 

(1) Jyoti (2) Kamini (3) Laxmi 

(4) Madhu (5) Neha 

22. Which of the following combination is wrong? 

(1) Jyoti—Lucknow (2) Architect—Bangalore 
(3) Laxmi—Receptionist (4) Neha—Indore 

(5) Beautician—Bhopal > 

Qs. 23*25. In each of the following questions, four of the 

five parts numbered (1), (2), 13), (4) and (5) have the same value. 
You have to find out the equation which has a different value. 
The number of that equation is your answer, 

23. (1) 16,25 x 120 -1612 

(2) 936 + 12 x 4- + 26 


(3) 576 - 494 + 256 

(4) 6 x 16x8-42 

(5) 48 x 4.5 + 61 x 2 

24. (1) (2a + b) 2 — 3ab 

(2) 3a J + (a + b) J - ab 

(3) 4(ab + a J ) - 3ab + b J 

(4) ab + 4(a + b)’-8ab-3b* 

(5) a J +b s + 3(a-b)-5ab 

25. (1) (V105 + 64 x 5 + 103) + 4 

(2) 4 x (8“ + 9^- + 6^-) - 54 

(3) 15 x 3 -16 + 108 + 6 

(4) V361X4 + 4 

(5) 438 + 3 - 26 x4 

Qs. 26-30. Directions: Given below is the diagram based 
on the statistics collected from five villages P, Q, R, $ and T by 
the Department of Adult Education. The bars show literacy 
rate among men and women of these five villages. Study the 
diagram and answer the questions that follow. 



TILLAGES P Q R S T 


26 What approximately is (he percentage of literacy among 
the women of these five villages? 

(1) 42.1% (2) 39.3% (3) 40.9% 

(4)37.2% (5) None of these 

27 Which village has the highest literacy and what 
approximately is the percentage of literacy in that village? 

(1) 63.2%—R (2) 53.9%—S (3) 68.1%-R 

(4) 57.6%—R (5) Data inadequate 

28. The total literacy rate among the men of the five villages 
is approximately how much more than that of women? 

(1) 7.3% (2) 96% (3) 5.8% (4) 6.1% (5) 8.3% 

29 Which village has equal number of iitemte men and 
women? <. 

(1) P (2) Q (3) R (4) S (5) T 
30. How many more men and women should be included 
in adult education programme from village T to bring the 
percentage of literate persons In that village equal to tire 
percentage of literate persons in village T? 


M ■ AUQUfeT ttW • tHECOMPETmON MASTCR 



REASONING Mill I l \ 


(1) 275 (2) 290 (3) 340 (4) 325 

(5) None of these 

Directions: Study the following diagram carefully and 
answer questions 31 to 34 given below it: 



31. What is the ratio in numbers inclusive in set A and B 
only, B and C only and A and C only? 

(1) 3 : 5 : 4 (2) 2 : 5 : 3 (3) 2:4:3 

(4) 4:7:5 (5) None of these 

32. Total of numbers exclusive in A is how much more than 
total of numbers exclusive in B? 

(1) 8 (2) 11 (3) 10 

(4) 9 (5) None of these 

33. Total of nutnbers exclusive in A, B and C is how much 
more titan the total of numbers inclusive in the set ABC? 

(1) 87 (2) 99 (3) 101 

(4) 92 (5) None of these 

34. Total of numbers inclusive in sets of two only is how 
much less than the total of numbers exclusive in sets of one? 

(1) 51 (2) 61 (3) 57 

(4) 63 (5) None of these 

Qs. 35-40. Each question below has a word along with its 
code, each capital letter in the word being coded by a small 
letter. Your task is to find out the right code for the letters 
given in boxes. 

35. B A© D I T 


(1) g (2) u (3) z 

36. D E A R T[H| 

(4) x 

(5) y 

(6) k 

(1) s (2) m (3) k 

37. m O N D E R 

(4) V 

(5) w 

(6) g 

(1) j (2) k (3) w 

38. T R I P[pE 

(4) x 

(5) q 

(6) s 

(1) z (2) q (3) c 

39. Dffi]N T A L 

(4) w 

(5) s 

(6) y 

(1) x (2) s (3) g 

40. N A p Qyi N 

(4) k 

(5) c 

(6) y 

(1) f (2) X (3) x 

(4) z 

(5) g 

<6) q 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered l, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
Which of them logically follow from the statements A disregarding 
commonly known frets. 


Statements: 

41. 1. Some machines are tools. 

2. Some machines are chimneys. 

Conclusions: 

I Every machine is either tool or chimney. 

II. Some machines are neither tool nor chimney. 

' Ill. Some machines are tools as well as chimneys. 

IV. The machines that are tools are not chimneys. 
, (1) Only I and III follow. 

, (2) Either I, II or Ill, IV follow. 

I (3) Only I/1II and I/IV follow. 

(4) Only II/U1 and I/IV follow. 

! (5) Only I/II and III/IV follow. 

, Statements 

| 42.1. All crows are eagles. 

2. All eagles are pea-cocks. 

1 Conclusions: 

I. All crows are pea-cocks. 

II. Some pea-cocks are eagles. 

III. All eagles arc crows. 

IV. All pea-cocks are eagles. 

(1) Either I or II follows. 

(2) Either IB or IV follows. 

(3) Only I and II follow. 

(4) Only II and III follow. 

(5) AH the tour follow. 

Statement- 

43.1. Some rivers are lakes. 

2. AH lakes are canals. 

Concluswns: 

I. Some rivers are canals. 

II. Some lakes arc not rivers. 

ID. AH canals are lakes. 

IV. Some canals are not rivers. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only II foHows. 

(3) Only IB foHows. 

(4) Only IV foHows. 

(5) None follows. 

Statements: 

44.1. Some homes are restaurants. 

2. Some palaces are restaurants. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some homes are palaces, 
n. Every restaurant is either a home or a palace, 
m. Some palaces are not restaurants. 

IV. Some homes are not restaurants. * 

(1) Only I and n foUow. 

(2) Only D and m foUow. 

(3) Only III and IV follow. 

(4) Either 0, or HI follows. 

(5) Either ID or IV follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. AH scissors are knives. 

2. Some knives are blades. 
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Conclusions: 

1. All knives are scissors. 

II. Some scissors are blades. 

HI. Some blades are not knives. 

IV. No sdssor is a blade. 

(1) Only I and II follow. 

(2) Only II and m follow. 

(3) Only IE and IV follow. 

(4) Either H or IV follows. 

(5) Either I or in follows. 

Statements- 

46. 1. Some clouds are black while some are white. 

2. All black and only black things appear red in sun¬ 
light. 

Conclusions: 

1. White clouds do not change colour, 
n. In sun-light, black clouds appear red. 

ID. When there is no sun-light, some clouds appear 
black. 

IV. Some clouds are neither black nor white. 

(1) Only I and n follow. 

(2) Only I, H and ffl follow. 

(3) Only III and IV follow. 

(4) Only 0, HI and IV follow. 

(5) All the four follow. 

Statements. 

47. 1. Some dollars are rupees. 

2. Some rupees are pounds. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some dollars are pounds. 

n. Some pounds are not rupees, 

m. Some rupees are not dollars. 

IV. No pound is a dollar. 

(1) Either 1 or n follows. 

(2) Either I or in follows. 

(3) Either I or IV follows. 

(4) Either H or IV follows. 

(5) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. AC are heavier than BC. 

2. BD are lighter than BC 
Conclusions: 

I. B is not as heavy as A is. 

E D is lighter than C. 
ffl. AC is heavier than BD. 

IV. C is heavier than D. 

(1) Only I and n follow. 

(2) Only m and IV follow. 

(3) Only I and m follow. 

(4) All the four follow, 

(5) None follows. 

In each question below is given a ti element followed by three 
assumptions, numbered I, II and III. Ait assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider die statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumption is 


implicit in the statement. Then decide which of tire answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. No <me goes in the old fort after dark as it is supposed 
to be haunted. 

Assumptions: 

I. People are generally scared of ghosts. 

E Ghosts have no power in foe broad day-light, 
m. Some anti-social elements have spread this rumouf. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only I and D are implicit. 

(3) Either II or m is implicit. 

(4) All are implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. The generation of power at the power houses connected 
with a hydel project on river 'X' has been reduced. 
Assumptions: 

I. The amount of power generated was much more 
than the actual requirement. 

0. There is shortage of water in foe river X. 
m. The plant is old hence it cannot generate that much 
power. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only m is implicit. 

(4) All are implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Although new land is being provided to foe families 
living in an area where a dam is to be constructed under 
rehabilitation programme, the families are not prepared to go 
there. 

Assumptions: 

L The new land that is being given to them is not so 
fertile as their old land. 

E The families have strong sentimental ties with their 
land. 

m. They see a chance of squeezing out as much as they 
can from the authorities in the name of rehabilitation 
programme. 

(1) 'Either I or II is implicit. 

(2) Either II or m is implicit. 

(3) Either I or III is implicit. 

(4) All foe three are implicit. 

(5) Only any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

52. The leader of party X Mr Y, has withdrawn his support 
to the government. 

Assumptions: 

I. Mr Y proposes to give his support to some other 
party. 

n. Mr Y is not much happy with foe policies of foe 
government. 

ID. The government did not appoint Mr Y and other 
members of party X as per their expectation. 
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(1) Only I and n are implicit. 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only III is implicit. 

(4) Either D or HI or both are implicit 

(5) All are implicit. 

In each question below is given an assertion A followed by two 
reasons numbered Rl and RIl. Apply the reasons to the assertion and 
mark your answers as follows 

(1) Only RI and not RIl is the reason for A. 

(2) Only RIl and not RI is the reason tor A 

(3) Both RI and RIl are the reasons for A. 

(4) Either RI or RIl is the reason for A 

(5) Neither RI nor RIl is the reason for A. 

53. A. The President dissolved the 12th LokSabha but asked 

the same persons to continue as a caretaker 
government. 

RI. New government cannot be formed immediately 
RIl. The country cannot run without a government 
(1) □ (2) 0 (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

54. A. Forecasts published in various magazines often vary 
RI. Different astronomers have their own way of 

making predictions. 

RE Astronomy and astrology are not based on any 
reasons 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

55. A. People all over the world are just going crazy to 
reach the spot where they could hail the rismg sun of the 
millennium. 

RI. The sun rises in special glory on the New Year 
RE Entering from 20th to 21st century is quite an 
exciting event in itself. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

56. A. The environmentalists are very much against the 

use of polythene bags 

RI. When thrown around these bags block drainages 
and outlets. 

RE Polythene harms land as it never gets dissolved 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (4) The series is2xl = 2;2x2-4, 4x3 = 12 Hence 

the new one would be 3 x 1 = 3; 3 x 2 = 6; 6 x 3 = 18; 
18 x 4 * 72... 

2. (3) These are the series of prune numbers, hence, 31,37,41, 

43,47,53.... 

3. (4) The series is6x 1+I;7x2 + 2;16x3 + 3,hencethenext 

one would be, 3x1 + 1; 4x2 +2,10x3 + 3;33x4 + 4, 
136 x 5 + 5 = 685. 

4. (1) The series is 1’; 2 J ; 2 3 ; 3 2 ; 3’..., hence 3 3 ; 4 2 ; 4’; 9; 5 1 ; 6 J .. 

5. (2) Go on deducting 6 1 , 5*, 4 J , 3* . from numbers. 

6. (2) The numbers are x2 - 2 of the preceding number. 

7. (2) All the others are joints. 

8. (1) All the others are associated with bird,, this one is the 

sound made by a tog. 


9. (5) Alt the others are units of measurement. 

10. (4) He is the only traveller among scientists. 

11. (3) 11 tripods, 9 stools, 11 women, 9 men and 12 children, 

hence 33 + 22 + 36 + 18 + 24 = 133 legs. 

12 (3) 13. (5) 14. (4) 15. (3) 16. (5) 

17 (3) The numbers being 4,6 and 8. 


For answering the next type of questions, make a chart 


Names 

Indore 

Agra 

Bhopal 

Bang! 

Luck 

Archi 

Engin 

Fashion 

beaut 

% 

recept 

J 











K 











L 

X 







X 

X 


M 

X 







X 

X 


N 












18. 

(4) 

19 (1) 

20. (2) 

21. (5) 

22 

(3) 

23 

(4) 

24. (5) 

25 (3) 

26 (2) 

27 

(4) 

28 

(1) 

29. (2) 

30. (4) 

31. (3) * 

32 

(4) 

33 

(2) 

34. (2) 






for i 

answering the next type 

of questions, sort 

out 

common 

letters in 

words and i 

natch them with common code letters 

35 

(4) 

36 (2) 

37. (5) 

38. (3) 39 (3) 


40. (1) 


The 

best way to 

solve the next type of questions i 

is by drawing 


diagrams of all the probable situations and then reach the fool-proo) 
conclusion Here are a few examples Let each element be represented 
bit a circle 



48. (4) 49. (2) 50. (2) 51. (5) 52. (4) 

53. (3) 54. (1) 55. (2) 56- (3) 
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Qua n tit at ive Aptitude 

West Bengal Public Service Commission 
Miscellaneous Services Exam held on May 24,1998 


We are grateful to Mr Naushad Hussain of Calcutta for sending 
this question paper to us 

1. The sum of numerator and denominator of a fraction is 55 


and its value is —. The fraction is: 

O 


12 20 20 

(a) ^[5 M 5^ W None of these 

2 A man receives an annual salary of Rs 8800 in the year 
1997 Hus is 10% more than his salary in 1996 His salary (in 
rupees) in 1996 was: 

(a) 7000 (b) 7800 '‘if) 8000 (d) 8400 

3 A florist bought 360 roses at Rs 8 per dozen. He sold all 
of them at Re 1 each. He made a profit of (in rupees)- 

, (a) 240 (b) 315 t(c) 120 (d) 180, 

4. A can do a piece of work in 15 days, B can do it in 20 
days They work together for 4 days and then B goes away. A 
will finish the remaining work in: 

(a) 8 days (b) 11 days 

(c) 10 days None of the above 

5. The perimeter of a square park is 440 m A path of 2 m 

wide runs around inside the park. The area of the path (in sq 
metres) is: / 

(a) 864 (fa) 896 (c) 444 (d) 436 

1 111 

6. ^ th of a rod is yellow, - th is red, ^ th is green, — th 

is blue and the remaining 138 cm is black. The length of the rod 
w (in cms). 

(a) 96 (b) 192 288 (d) 384 

7. In a certain examination there are three papers and it is 
necessary for a candidate to get 36% of the total marks to pass. 
In one paper a candidate obtained 62 out of 120, and in the 
second paper he obtained 35 out of 150. To just qualify for pass 
he must obtain out of 180 in the third paper:, 

(a) 35 (b) 45 (c) 55 W 65 

8. A book-seller allows a discount of 10% on the advertised 
price of a book. A book costs Rs 600 and he wants to make a 
profit of 20%. He must maiK the price of die book as: 

(a) Rs 700 W 8s 800 (c) Rs 660 (d) Rs 720 

9. A supply of com lasts 15 days for 20 horses. It will last 
for 30 horses for (in days): 


(b) 22 




(d) 12 


10. A pot full of water weigh* 9.5 kg. When half-filled with 
water the pot weighs 5.5 kg. The weight of the empty pot is (in 
hg): 


(o) 4 W 1.5 (c) 2 (d) 3.5 

11. Sum of a number and its reciprocal is 2. Their difference is: 


12 A number is increased by 20% and then again increased 
by 20%. The original number is increased by (in per cent): 

(a) 20 (b) 30 (c) 40 m 44 

13. A shopkeeper bought pens at the rate of 12 pens for 
Rs 150 and sold them at the rate of 10 pais for Rs 130. The 
number of pens he should sell to earn a net profit of Rs 20 is: 

(a) 10 (b) 20 (c) 30 (<f) 40 

14. A train passes a platform 90 metres long in 30 seconds 
and a man standing on the platform in 15 seconds. The speed of 
the train is (in m/sec); 

(a) 3 Mb) 6 (c) 2 (d) 5 

15. The ratio of two positive numbers is 3 : 4 and the 
difference of their squares is 112. The sum of the numbers is: 

(a) 26 .If) 28 (c) 42 (d) 16 

16. The difference of the greatest and the least among the 

2 1 

numbers 1.5, - , -,0.7 is: 

D 5 


la) 1.3 (b) 0.8 


(d) 0.4 


17. In an examination, 40% students fail m Mathematics 
and 30% fail in English and 20% in both. The pass per cent is: 

(a) 10 (b) 30 (c) 40 W 50 

18. A sum of money amounts to Rs 1180 and Rs 1300 in 3 
years and 5 years respectively at simple interest per annum. The 
sum is: 

(a) Rs 900 (b) Rs 950 \t) Rs 1000 (d) Rs 1050 

19. The sum of the present ages of father and son is 56 
years. 7 years after, the ratio of their ages will be 5:2. The present 
age of the son is (lnyeofs). 

(a) 20 W 13 (c) 16 (d) 23 

20. Five numbers are arranged in order. The average of the 
first four numbers is 26 and the average of the last four numbers 
is 23. The difference of the first and the last number is: 

(a) 3 (b) 15 (c) 12 (d) 10 

21. The simplified value of 

1.79 x 1.79 + 2.^2 x 1.79 + 1.21 x 1.21 is: 

(a) 0.58 ^9 (c) 3 (i) 4 . s 

22. If 12 * 4 be divisible by 9, the missing digit (*) will be 

(a) l 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

23. A trader allows two successive discounts of 15% and 
10%. He gets Rs 107.10 for an article. The marked price of foe 
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article is (in rupees): 

(a) 140 (b) 150 (c) 160 (d) 132.10 

24. 20 men working 8 hours per day can complete a piece 
of work in 21 days. Hie number of hours per day must 48 men 
work to complete the same job in 7 days is- 

(») '10 hrs (b) 8 hrs (c) 12 hrs (d) 6 hrs 

25. A number is 3 times of another number and their product 
is 1323. The larger number is: 

(a) 21 (b) 441 (c) 63 (d) 51 


4 of 3-1 


— uivj- y i 1 Rsll.55 

26. Tl,e,riueof #-4- ; < 5 + 5 > ot * 

1^ 3 

(a) 8 Wf 12 (c) 9 (d) 2 

27. A number of boys raised Rs 180.50 by subscription 
among themselves, each boy subscribing as many 25 p pieces at 
twice the number of boys. The number of boys is: 

(a) 21 (b) 17 19 (d) 23 

28. Of die four numbers p, q, r, s, the ratio of the first number 
to die second is 2:3, that of the second to the third is 5 6 and 
that of the third to the fourth is 8:9 The continued ratio of the 
four numbers is: 

40 : 60 : 72 : 81 (b) 4 :6 :7.8 

(c) 1 : 2 : 3 : 4 (d) 42 : 65 : 70 : 91 

29. A fort has provisions for 420 soldiers for 70 days. After 
10 days 210 more soldiers enter the fort. The remaining food will 
last for: 

(a) 30 days (b) 25 days (c) 35 days ^ 40 days 

30. Two pipes can fill a cistern in 20 and 30 minutes 
respectively. Both the pipes being opened, when the cistern is 
empty. The time when the first pipe must be turned off so that 
the cistern may be filled in 18 minutes, in all is: 

'(a) after 10 min (b) after 6 min 

(c) dfter 8 min (d) after 12 min 

31. Ihe time taken to travel from one place to another at die 
rate of 3 km/hr is 1 hour less than that taken to travel the same 
distance at die rate of 25 km/hr. Ihe distance between the places is: 

(a) 14 km (b) 16 km 4c) 15 km (d) 20 km 

32. 20 men working 8 hrs a day can complete a work in 18 
days. Then 16 men working 9 hrs a day can complete it in: 

(By 20 days (b) 60 days (c) 12 days (d) 16 days 

33. Ihe population of a town was 2,Q0,00O If the number of 

males increased by 10% and the number of females decreased by 
6%, the total population would have remained unchanged. Ihe 
number of males is: y ' \ 

(a) 80,000 lb) 72,000 (<$<75,000 M 90,000 

34. If oranges be bought at the rate of 20 tor a rupee, the 
number of oranges which must be sold for a rupee to gain 25% is: 

(a) 20 {b) 22 (c) 18 \(d) 16 

35. A person had deposited Rs 2500 in a bank on 1st January 

and withdrew Rs 1000 horn the bank at the end of 9 months. If 
the rate of interest is 4% p.a., then the total interest payable to 
him at the end of the year is: > 

(a) Rs 80 (b) Rs 84 (c) Rs 105 (fl) Rs 90 


36. A certain sum is invested at simple interest p.a. It 
amounts to Rs 520 and Rs 568 after 5 and 7 years respectively. 
Ihe original nun is: 

fg/Rs 400 (b) Rs350 (c) Rs360 (d) Rs380 

37. A vessel has 2 pipes attached to it, one to supply and 
one to draw off. Ihe supply-pipe can fill the vessel in 40 minutes, 
and the waste-pipe can empty it in an hour. The supply-pipe and 
the waste-pipe are kept open in alternate minutes; tilt time in 
which the vessel will be filled is: 

(a) 3 hr 55 min (b) 4 hr 

(c) 3 hr 50 min (d) 3 hr 45 min 

4 1 

38. If A ■ “ of B, and B * 2- of C, the ratio of A to C is- 

Wf 2:1 (b) 3 :1 (c) 3 : 2 (d) 4:3 

39. A man, after paying an income-tax of 6 p in the rupee, 
has Rs 4,794 left; his grasp income is: 

(a) Rs 520ajbf Rs 5100 (c) Rs 4800 (d) Rs 5000 

40. TWo-fifth of me square of a number is 2.5; the number 
is: 

25 (b) 3.5 (c) 4.5 (d) 1.5 

41. A man swimming in a stream which flows 1.5 km per 
hour finds that in a given time he can swim twice as far with the 
stream as he pan against it. Ihe rate at which he swims is: 

\laf 45 km per hour (b) 4 km per hour 

(<&3 km per hour (d) 3.5 km per hour 

42. In a kilometre race A gives B a start of 30 metres, and 
beats him by 20 metres. If A runs the kilometre in 5 minutes, the 
time that B will take to run the same distance is: 


43. When flour is Rs 40 a quintal, 16 men can be fed for 5 
days at a cost of Rs 32; the time for which 12 men can be fed at 
a cost of Rs 42, when flour is Rs 35 a quintal is: 

(a) 12 days (b) 8 days (c) 9 days (i^IO days 

44. Rs 873 is divided among A, B, C, so that their shares are 
in the proportion of 2,3 and 4. A's share is: 

W Rs 194 (b) Rs 291 (c) Rs 388 (d) Rs 210 

45. 42 litres of adulterated milk contain milk and water in 

the ratio 4:3. Ihe amount of water which must be added to it in 
order that the resulting mixture may contain milk and water in 
the ratio 4:5 is: / 

(a) 15 litres (b) 10 litres (If 12 litres (d) 8 litres 

46. A shop-keeper sells onions at Rs 24, Rs 30 and Rs 42 a 
kilogram, selling the different kinds in quantities proportional to 
1:1:3. If the total quantity sold be 60 kg, the average price 
obtained for dich kg is: 

v W Rs 36 (b) Rs 38 (c) Rs 30 (d) Rs 32 

47. A piece of doth is sold for Rs. 85.80 at a profit of 30%. 
If it had been said at Rs 750 per metis, the profit would have 
been Rs 1650. The length of the piece is: 

(a) 11 metres (b) 9 metres (c) 12 metres (d) 10 metres 
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48. The product of two numbers is 123904 and double of 
one of them is 1408. The other number is: 

176 (b) 286 (c) 156 (4) 166 

49. If die cost of 9 kg be Rs 99450, die cost of a gram is: 

(a) Rs 12.05 (bYTts 11.05 (c) Rs 9.05 (4) Rs 10.05 

50. -q g j *M gizfia**g£ when simplified is: 

0.704 - 0.296 

(a) 2 ^1 (c) 1.2 (4) 2.1 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

x 3 . 15 15 

L ® 55-x = 8 =>X= Frachon a 55_i5 ~ 40 


« 130 150 _ 1 

13. (4) Profit on 1 pen*Re j 

If profit is Rs 20, no. of pens should be sold 

. 20 x ^ * 40 

14. (b) Let speed of the train be x m 

Length of train = x x 15 = 15x m 

_ ~~ 90+15x , . 

A.T.S. -= 30=* x = 6 m/sec. 

x 

15. (b) (4x) J - (3x) J c 112 => x = 4 

Their sum * 7x * 7 x 4 * 28 


2 (c) 110%of x a 8800 =» x>Rs8000 (xa salary in 1996) jg 


• 4 '5 s - 2 


Diff = 1.5 - .2 a 1.3 


3 (c) PaS.P-C.P.a360 - 360x— aRsl20. 

4 (a) (A + B)'s 4 days' work = ^ + ^ x4 = ^ 


Remaining work a 


A will finish the remaining work in 15 * — =8 days 
440 

5 (b) Side of a square park = = no m 

Side of outer square = 110 + 2 x 2 = 114 m 
Area of path = 114 J -110 2 * 896 m J 

6 (c) x - (1 + 1+JL + JL) = 138 x = 288 cm. 

v 4 8 12 16 


7 (4) 62 + 35+ x (120 + 150 + 180)=* x = 65 

8 (b) S.P. = 600 x ^ = Rs 720 


Let M.P. = Rs x 


■xx = 720 =* x = 800 


9. (c) It is a case of inverse variation 

20 :30 a x : 15 =* x a *£*=10 

10 (b) Let the weight of empty pot be x kg. 

.-. x + y a 95 ...(i) 
x + y/2 * 55 ...(it) 

Solving (i) and (it), x = 15 kg 

11 (4) x + - • 2 

x 


— ■ J(x + -)* -4 ■ V2* ■*4 a ■Jo a 0 


12. (4) % increase * 


lx X ) X ———X 
" inn' inn * 


17. (4) Pass% « [100 - (40 + 30 - 20)]% a 50% 

18. (c) P + SI for 5 yrs a Rs 1300, P + SI for 3 yrs * Rs 1180 

•. S.I for 2 yre = 1300 - 1180 * Rs 120 
3 

SI for 3 yrs a 120 x - = Rs 180 

• P = 1180 -180 a Rs 1000 

19. (b) Let son's present age be x 

. 56-x+7 5 

A.T.S.-— = ~=*X*13 

x+7 2 

.• Father's present age * 56 - x 

20. (c) Reqd.diffa 26 x4-23 x 4 = 12 

21. (b) a J + 2ab + b 2 = (a + b) 2 2ab = 2 x 179 x 1.21 

* (1.79 +1.21) 2 *242 x 1.79 

* 3.0 2 * 9 

22 (b)l + 2 + x + 4 = 7 + x which is divisible by 9 if x * 2 

23. (a) x x (■i5^)x(^^) = 107.10=»x = 140 

24. (a) Men Days Hrs 

20 21 8 
48 7 x 

more men less hours ^ 

48 : 20 l. :8;x 

Less days more hours I 
7-21 

, x Bl0hfS 
48x7 


25. (c) xxSxa^cax’-^ 
Larger no. ■ 21 x 3 a 63 
9 .10 

TTOi T a . o 


a 441 =♦ X ■ 21 


13 3 

27. (c) Let the no. of boys be x 

A.T5. x x-2x x 25 * 18050 x* - 361» x « 19 


as a Motor m ■ we competition master 


OBJECTIVE;-! YPE ( ! 'l-\! h : Y.S 


28. (fl) p 

2 

or 10 

29. (d) 


q : r 
3 

5 :6 
15 :18 


P 

10 : 


q 

15 


r: s 
18 
8 :9 

80-120 :144:162or40 - 60 - 72.81 


Soldiers Days 
420 (70 -10) = 60 


60 x 420 , 

X:r ~^o~ =40days 


} 


18 :x 


18x20x8 „„ , 

x= T^r“ =20days 


(420 + 210) x 

30. (c) Let first pipe be turned off after x minutes 

x(^ + 4) + (18 - x) x — = 1 =* x = 8 minutes 

3L (c) ~-| = l=*x = 15km 

32. (a) Men hrs days 

20 8 18 

16 9 x 

Less men more days 
16 : 20 

More hrs less days 
9 8 

33. (c) Let the no. of males be x 

A.T.S. * x + ~~ (200000 - x) = 200000 => x = 75000 
100 + 25 5 

34. (d) SJP. of 20 oranges = 1 x (- 100 “) ~ ^ 

4 

... No. of oranges sold for a rupee = 20 x - -16 

„„ 2500 x 4 9 (2500-1000) , (12 - 9) 

35. (d) S.I. - - l3r -x Tf + i5o ^ x4 x 12 =9 ° 

36. (a) S.I. for 7 yrs + P = Rs 568, S.I for 5 yrs + P = Rs 520 

S.I. for 2 yrs = 568 - 520 = Rs 48 

S.I. for 5 yrs = 48 x =Rs 120 
P * 520 -120 = Rs 400 

37. (6) Work done by both pipes in 2 minutes 

_i_ _ j_ _ _i_ 

= 40 ~ 60 " 120* 

... Work done by both pipes in 1 minute = 

•*. Vessel can be filled in 240 minutes = 4 hrs 


3Q 

W 

A 

4 B _ 

5 A _ A 

B _ 4 5 _ 

38. 

B = 

5'C~ 

2 C = B X 

C ~ 5 X 2 


• 

A: C 

-2:1 



39. 

0) 

Income tax s 

s 6 p in a rupee - 6% 




{100- 

• 6)% of Rs x - Rs 4794 x 

= Rs 5100 

40. 

(«) 

2 2 
5 X 

-25- 

5 2 5 5 

-=*x= —x-=*x 
2 2 2 

-|-2 5 

2 ' 

4L 

w 

Let the reqc 

1 rate be x km/hr 



Rate of swimming with stream = (x + 1.5) km/hr 
Rate of swimming against stream = (x -15) km/hr 
A.T.S. D * s x t 

(x + 1.5)t = 2(x -1.5) x t =* x - 4.5 km 

42. (a) While A covers 1000 m, B covers (1000 - 30 - 20) = 950 m 

950 m is covered by B in 5 minutes 

5 *5 

1000 m is covered by B in -rrr x 1000 * 5— min. 

1 950 19 

32 

43. (d) Quantity of flour in Rs 32 * — x 100 = 80 kg 

42 

Quantity of flour in Rs 42 = —- x 100 = 120 kg 

Men Flour (in kg) Days 
16 80 5 

12 120 x 

Less men more days ■« 

12 : 16 l ; 5; x 

More flour more days J 
80 : 120 


5x16x120 

11 ' "ioSn =10da >' ! 


44. (a) A's share ■ 


2 + 3 + 4 


x873=Rs 194 


45. (c) Milk = ~ + x 4224 1. .water = 18 / 

ATS ^rl = 5X - 121 

60 


46. (a) Quantity of 1st type = — xl=12 

End type = ^ x 1 = 12, Illrd = = 36 / 


12 x 24+12 x 30 + 36 x 42 „ 

Average pnce =-—-= Rs 36 

47. (a)- C.P. of cloth = 8550 x ^ = Rs 66, P = Rs 16.50 

... S.P. = C.P. + P = 66 + 16.50 = Rs 8250 
S.P. of 1 m = Rs 750 

8250 

.-. Length of doth - ~ 11m 

48. (a) Let one no. be x .-. 2x = 1408 => x = 704 

_, Product 123904 * 

Other no. * — = = 176 


one no. 


704 


99450 

49. (h) Cost of lgm-^-j-^-Rs 11.05 

a 2 -b 2 

50. ( b) -—F-«a + b - .704+ .296 * 1.0 


a-b 


(a - .704, b «.296} 
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General Awareness 

Questions Specially designed for the forthcoming Bank Probationary Officers' examinations 


1. The 48th Miss Universe '99 title was given to Ms Mpule 

Kwelagobe of_at Chaguaranas in Trinidad and Tobago. 

(a) Philippines (b) Jamaica 

* (c) Botswana (d) South Africa 

2. Dr Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of Sulabh International 
was given L K. Bakshi Memorial Award '99 for promotion of. 

(a) Pollution-free environment (b) Travel and tourism 
(c) spreading education (d) all of these 

3 Mashkoh, Drass, Kargil and Batalik in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir are on the route of which national highway? 

(a) 1A (b) 2B (c) 4A (d) 7A 

4 If Gahirmatha sanctuary is to Onssa then Jaldapara sanc¬ 
tuary is to. 

* (a) VNfest Bengal (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala (d) Uttar Pradesh 

5. Match the following- 

Institute Place 

1. Central Sheep and Wool 
Research Institute A. Mumbai 

2 National Institute of 
Animal Genetics B. Pune 

3. National Institute of Virology C. Kamal 

4. Institute for Research 


A. Mumbai 

B. Pune 

C. Kamal 


in Reproduction 
Codes: 


D. Jaipur 


k — — 

6. In consideration with Vithal Committee's recommenda¬ 

tion, RBI Governor Bimal Jalan has increased Ways and Means 
Advances limits to States from Rs 2234.40 crore to Rs 3685 crore 
This increase is_per cent. 

(a) 25 (b) 35 (c) 55 ' (d) 65 

7. During ninth five-year plan the revised power capacity 

addition target is of__ Megawatt. 

(a) 40254 (b) 40245 ( c ) 40524 (d) 40542 

8. D urin g ninth five-year plan the revised target of estab¬ 
lishing the primary schools under the education guarantee 
scheme is: 

, (a) 1.8 lakh primary schools 

(b) 11 lakh primary schools 

(c) 1.6 lakh primary school* 

(d) 15 lakh primary schools 

9. The controversial Super 301 law ot America is in refer¬ 


ence to: 


(a) unfair agriculture practice (b) industrial strike* 

•(c) unfair trade practice (d) all the above 

10. In the modified exim policy, government has 1 

shifted_items to the Special Import Licence (SIL) category 

from restricted list. 

(a) 414 >ib) 894 ( c ) 144 (d) 984 

11 Name theUSAssistantSecretary of State for SouthAatan 
Affairs. 

(a) Scott Ritler (b) Richard Butler 

(c) Naresh Chandra '(d) Karl Inderfurth 

12. 'CEYFAIR-99'aCareetEducationandYouthIntematicnal' - 
Fan was held from 11th June to 13th June 1999 in India in which 
city 7 

(a) Mumbai - (b) New Delhi 

(c) Bangalore (d) Pune 

13. lifetime Achievement Award by All India Industries 
Association has been given to: 

(a) Kanti Poddar (b) Rahul Bajaj 

(c) H P. Nanda * (d) Nani Palkhivala 

14 In India from 20th May to 1st July we have which 
monsoon. 

(a) North-east monsoon (b) South-east monsoon 
* (c) South-west monsoon (d) South-north monsoon 

15. ISRO is going to construct second launch pad at Sriharikota 
range The total amount that has been sanctioned till May '99 is: ,• 

' (a) Rs 280 crore (b) Rs 270 crore 

(c) Rs 260 crore (d) Rs 208 crore 

16. RBI has set up National Payment Council under the ; 
Chairmanship of: 

(a) Y.V. Reddy '(b) S.RTkhvar 

(c) I.K. Iyer (d) Bimal Jalan 

17. Nationalist Congress Party is brain-child of: 

(a) Tariq Anwar (b) EA.Sangma 

y(c) Shared Pawar ,(d) all the above 

18. Magnum sectors fund scheme umbrella is a sectoral fund' < 

scheme of: n 

(a) UTI (b) IDBI (c) SBI t (d) SBI mutual 

19. In the Cannes film festival, Golden Camera Award was 4 
given to Murli Nair for his film: 

v (a) Throne of Death (b) High Death J 

(c) King of Death (d) Icy Death ' 

20. The International film federation environment award *99 \ 

was given to B.V. Rao, director of film: ; 

(a) Ways to Sacrifice .0) WilUng to Sacrifice 
(c) The Thin Line (d) A Red Dot 

21. International Caravan ^ was a global people movement 

against the policies of_in varii^ European countries. 
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(a) USA (ft) WTO (c) WHO (d) ail of these 

22. L.G. Electronics of Korea is going to join hands with Royal 
Phillips Electronics of: 

(a) Malaysia (ft) Philippines 

(c) Indonesia / (d) Netherlands 

23. Name the fiat SAIL plant to get ISO-14001, a certificate 
for pollution control and environment management. 

(a) Bokaro (ft) Bhilai '(c) Salem (d) None of these 

24. In Baioda ITF Women's Master Tennis tournament at 
Lucknow, Archana Ifenkataraman was defeated by: 

(a) Nits Lai * (b) Saijailakshmi 

(c) Rajjaiahri (d) KritaSrilakahmi 

25. In the Sudirman Cup tournament, China defeated Den¬ 
mark at Copenhagen. The Cup is associated with: 

(a) 'Bible Tennis (b) Chess 

(c) Athletics *■ (d) Badminton 

26. In the Italian Open at Rome, Gustavo Kuerten defeated 
Pat Rafter by 6-4,7*5, 7 hS. He belongs to: 

• (a) Brazil (b) Australia (c) Scotland (d) USA 

27. SAARC summit is going to be held in Thimpu at Bhutan 
in the year; 

(a) 2000 (ft) 2001 '(c) 2002 (d) 2003 

28. Which Indian company has sold its business of daiiy to 
Nutrica International AV Ltd of Netherlands. 

(a) Amul (ft) Pang .(c) HLL (£) Dabur 

29. Mr Ehud Barak is the new Prime Minister of: 

(a) Italy »(ft) Israel (c) Indonesia (d) Jordan 

30. Ms Shiva Vfss is the first Indian woman to score music 
in Holywood film with Jane Campion, who is the director of: 

(a) House of Thunder (ft) Holy Fire 

‘ (c) Holy Smoke (d) Ganges—the holy river 

31. Mr Mahendra Choudhary is the new Prime Minister of 
Fiji. He has taken charge from: 

> (a) SitiverdRibuka (ft) Abdelaziz 

(c) GuluEzekii (d) CarloAreguo 

32. Mr Joseph W. Sutton is the chief executive officer of: 

(a) UNDP (ft) UNESCO (c) ENRON (d) UNICEF 

33. India's second largest and sixth intemtional airport is at: 
(a) Mumbai (ft) New Delhi 1 (c) Kochi (d) Bangalore 

34. Chamera Hydel Project of 300 MW is situated in: 

(a) Madhya nftdesh (ft) Uttar Pradesh 

* (c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

35. _is a card to exporters who export fifty per 

cent of their production exceeding Rs one crore annually. 

(a) HO card (ft) DEPB 

*(c) Green card (d) EXIM card 

36. The luxurious ship that aanked off the Western coast of 
Malaysia cm May 20,1999, was known as: 

(a) Titanic < (ft) Sun Vista 

(c) VistaLevior (d) Titanic Sun 

37. India and Turkmenistan have Joined hands on political 

consultations. The agreement was signed by Jaswant Singh and 
Saparmurat Niyazov. He is: , 

Ifl) Prime Minister 
(ft) Foreign Minister 


. (c) President 

(d) Commerce and Trade Minister 

38. Septicema is a: 

(a) drug (ft) virus (c) fungus -(d) disease 

39. Match the following: 

Important days Occasion 


A. 31st May 

B. 24th May 

C. 8th May 

D. 5th June 
Codes: 

A 


Occasion 

1. World Red Cross Day 

2. World Environment Day 

3. Anti-Tobacco Day 

4. Commonwealth Day 


40. 'East is East 1 is a British film starring: 

»(a) OmPuri (ft) AmrishPuri 

(c) Aamir Khan (d) Salman Khan 

41. First Asian to be ambassador of Omega watches is: 

, (a) Shahrukh Khan (b) Salman Khan 

(c) Aamir Khan (d) Only (a) and (c) 

42. Assertion (A): India and French relations have unproved 
by the larger strategic dialogue between the two countries. 

Reason (R): France was impressed by the Nuclear test carried 
out by India. 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A. 

(ft) Both Aand R are true but R is not the correct explana¬ 
tion of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false, (d) A is false but R is true. 

43. First Indian port to be corporatised by Union Cabinet: 
t (a) Ennore Greenfield Port 

(ft) HaldiaPort 

(c) Jawaharlal Nehru Port 

(d) Kandla Port 

44. The world's largest producer of fruit and vegetables has 
only one per cent share in the global trade in processed food 
Which country is this? 

(a) USA (ft) UK (c) Germany'(d) India 

45. Which Article of Indian Constitution clearly mentions 
that it is the duty of foe Union to protect States against external 
aggression and internal disturbance? 

(e) 352 (ft) 358 *(c) 355 (d) 354 


13. (d) 14. (c) 
19. (a) 20. (ft) 
25. (d) 26. (a) 
31. (a) 32. (c) 
37. (c) 38. (d) 
43.(0 44. (d) 


ANSWERS 

3. (a) 4 (a) 5. 

9. (c) 10. (ft) 11. 

15. (a) 16. (ft) 17. 
21. (ft) 22. (d) 23. 
27. (c) 28. (c) 29. 
33. (c) 34. (c) 35, 
39. (a) 40. (a) 41, 
45. (c) 


6. (d) 
12. (ft) 
18. (d) 
24. (ft) 
30. (c) 
36. (ft) 
42.(c) 
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VOCABULARY 


► 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. affectation: (a) trial (b) 
trouble (c) artificiality (d) 
truth. 

2. brash: (a) rudely self- 
assertive (b) politely self- 
confident (c) selfishly 
ambitious ( d ) cautiously 
helpful. 

3. cocoon: (a) infectious 
disease (b) protective covering 

(c) defensive argument (d) 
offensive remark. 

4. doltish: (a) hard¬ 
working (b) stupid (c) 
intelligent (d) careful 

5. empathise: (a) simplify 

(b) clarify (c) identify (d) 
rectify. 

6. fettle: (d) fitness (b) 
depression (c) mood (d) 
preparation. 

?. gung-ho: (a) deprived 
(b) depressed (c) enthusiastic 

(d) rational. 

8. hoodwink: (s) pacify 
(b) deceive (c) believe (d) 
achieve. * 

9. implode: (a) dis¬ 
courage (b) encourage (c) 
shout (d) burnt. 


10. jugulan (d) strongest 
Jink (b) meanest fellow (c) 
wisest counsel (d) weakest 
point. 

11. keel: (a) collapse (b) 
carry (c) collect (d) count. 

12. lambent: (a) bitter 
(b) witty (c) sweet (d) vulgar. 

13. mendacity: (a) reality 

(b) fancy (c) flight (if) lie. 

14.,. outlandish: (a) 
satisfactory (b) critical (c) 
strange (cl) natural. 

15. peeve: (a) flatter (b) 
strike (c) annoy (d) push. 

16. quotidian: (a) com¬ 
monplace (b) powerful (c) 
underdog (d) simpleton. 

17. reek: (a) hit (b) harass 

(c) educate (d) stink. 

18. smirk (v): (a) make 
undue demands (b) give silly 
smile (c) hasten downfall (d) 
cut silly jokes. 

19. taciturn: (d) uncom¬ 
municative (b) unbecoming (c) 
unfriendly (d) unfair. 

20. vapidity, (a) stillness 
(b) willingness (c) smoothness 

(d) dullness. 


ANSWERS 

1. affectation: (c) artifi¬ 
ciality, pretention. 

—Some critics are of the 
opinion that her charm and 
affability (friendliness) border 
on affectation. 

2. brash: (a) rudely self- 
assertive. 

—Owning a gun is fast 
becoming a routine with the 


new breed of brash youngmen 
considering themselves above 
the law 

3. cocoon: (b) protective 
covering. 

—The lady artist took a 
long time to come out of her 
coam *o hold an exhibition of 
her rntirals and pottery. 

4. doltish: (b> stupid. 

—None was prepared to 
forgive him for his doltish 


behaviour/outburst in the 
meeting. 

5. empathise: (c) identify. 

—He empathises with the 

youngsters who have to 
contend with social 
discrimination and poverty. 

6. fettle: (a) fitness, 
cheerful 

—The team arc all in 
excellent fettle 

7. gung-ho: (c) enthu¬ 
siastic. 

—The mood in the party ■ 
at the time of elections was 
gung-ho 

8. hoodwink: (b) deceive, 
befool. 

—In order to UoodwinK the 
voters, political parries vie 
with each other in making 
populist promises 

9. implode: (d) burst, 
collapse. 

—The U S. is pursuing the 
impossible in the sub-continent 
by trying to implode what has 
already been exploded 

10. jugulan (d) weakest 
point. 

—In a debate, the best 
course lies in exposing or 
going for the jugular in the 
opponent's argument (attack¬ 
ing the weakest point). 

11. keel: (a) collapse. 

—The structure had keeled 

over in the high winds. 

12. lambent: (b) witty. 

—The discourse of the 

learned speaker was both 
lambent and instructive. 


13. mendacity: (d) lie, 
falsehood. 

—The report presented to 
the members was nothing but 
a sugar-coated mendacity. 

14. outlandish: ( c) st¬ 
range. 

—His views on the 
current political situation are 
rather outlandish 

15 peeve: (c) annoy. 

—The young leader in the 

ruling party is peered at being 
pipped (defeated) at the top 

16 quotidian:(u)common¬ 
place, trivial 

—Essentially the story- 
writer is a chronicler of the 
quotidian, recording the joys 
and sorrows of ordinary people 
in their day-to-day lives. 

17. reek: (d) stink 

—Each statement that she 
makes reeks ot an attitude that 
is both hideous and self- 
serving 

18 smirk (v):(b) give silly 
smile. 

—I cannot understand 
why she kept smirking in the 
meeting 

19. taciturn: (a) uncom¬ 
municative. 

—With his taciturn 
nature, he is seldom invited to 
a party. 

20. vapidity: (d) dullness. 

—The upwardly mobile 

brats get away with their 
vacuous (thoughtless) arro¬ 
gance because the media 
celebrates social vapidity. 
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COVER HAH'IU 





The media fascinates most of us Its sheer power—what is featured in the media today becomes 
the talk of the town tomorrow—makes us wont to become the opinion leaders of tomorrow Its 
portrayal of glamour— unknown people become famous by acting in serials or getting featured 
in newspapers—mokes us want to work in television or become models Its reach—one moment 
in time may become etched in eternity in the minds of millions of people—attracts us to 
advertising Its mesmerising effect—people spend hours poring over newspapers or watching 
television—shapes how we live, think and work 

Yet, no science fiction writer or soothsayer could predict how people would be enslaved by the 
media George Orwell in 1984 painted a picture of the State trying to control all its subjects It 
seemed a plausible thing to happen Yet, democracy has taken firm root in many parts of the 
world The freedom of expression that comes with democracy has brought in different lifestyles 
and ushered in newspapers, magazines and television like never before As we mindlessly switch 
on television and change channels, or prefer to spend hours 'chatting' on the Internet rather 
than meeting real people, we hardly realise how the media has come to rule the world with its 
amazing power 

In our cover story this month, we trace the history of the media in the country and assess its role 
and importance We also describe the careers that can be made in different departments of 
media organisations The feature takes a comprehensive look at the media and will help under¬ 
stand its working, the constraints and the opportunities It also assesses whether the media is 
fulfilling its role and what road it might take in the future 


T he histon ot ihe media in India is 
a fascinating ston At one time, it 
was not rnereh a communication 
medium for the news or a vehicle 
to know all the trivial details about 
celebrities In pre independence India, a 
fledgling press kept up the tight for free¬ 
dom despite persecution borne papers, 
at least, aroused the people not only 
against foreign rule but tried to instil val¬ 
ues as well It was a means of ushering in 
social change 


The idealism of the times continued 
tot a while atter independence Newspa¬ 
pers were not obsessed with commercial 
aspects and journalists enjoyed freedom 
to a very great extent True, newspapers 
were owned bv business houses having 
interests in many other industries and 
sometimes they were used by owners as 
a help for lobbying and influencing gov¬ 
ernment decisions, but for the most part 
editorial integrity was maintained There 
were a few magazines, and they too fol¬ 


lowed the general trend in die country 

Changes in newsnapeis 

C ommercial interests slowly start¬ 
ed moving to centre-stage as the 
nation matured The newspaper 
became to be seen as a business 
like any other, with emphasis on rev¬ 
enues and market shares than on editori¬ 
al quality When Mrs Indira GandSi 
declared Emergency, a few newspapers 
refused 40 accept her authority. 
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OF INDIA 




f 1IMS PUBLICATIONS Irk 1 '/. ! 


CIIOK I 




Essential books for all competitive exams. 


rfRKAI) 

I IMS 

HOOKS 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14 
PHONES : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX ; 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iimspub@nde.vsnl.net.in 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


4. 4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 200/- 

5. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS R*. 100/- 

6. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra 20W- 

7. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs. 80/- 

8. 5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs. 200/- 

9. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 100/- 

10. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 200/- 

11. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra.' 180/- 

12. 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS (WHhFuH Study Ueterlel) Ra. 250/- 

13. 4000 QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY (With Study Ustsris!) Ra. 200/- 

14. 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

INDIAN HISTORY (With Full Study Ueteriel) Ra. 400/- 

15. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Rs. 200/- 

16. LAW - STUDY MATERIAL WITH 3,000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS Ra. 300/- 

17. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 200/- 

18. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 300/- 

19. OTTO 8IB • 4000 TOjfcB (aj-SasfcVni) SVWliK Ra. 200/- 

20. Vim 4V 5filsm - 3IWR vnvA 1(4 8300 awftvj UIHUU Ra. 350/- 

21. faWH - 3WRH BW# 1(4 5000 SPrlTR Rs. 350/- 

22. Vila - 4000 (W-SW^RB) UYVm? R». 200/- 

23. alw siihih - 4700 a a g l ftaa (vj-irwf^rai) wtAtr r*. 200 /- 

24. mhnav-waav amri# aa 4000 (ajtopfcre;) imfrar? Rs. 250 /- 

25 . whf 9 mam - 12,000 awjftw (ag-toiifivw) saw/ Rs. 350 /- 

26. RPIRI arana - ararav anvm tja 12,000 malm ufjra Ra. 600/- 


BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS, IFS, PCS, ETC 
(FULL STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


Ra. 150/- 


Rs. 120/- 

Rs. 160/- 
Ra. 16 01- 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Including 3000 Objective Type Expected Oueetlone) Ra. 150/- 
2500 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 75/- 
50 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE . 

(5000 Objective Type Oueetlone for ell Exems) Rs. 140 1- 1 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/G.S. RS. 150/- 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study Ueteriel A 5000 Objective Queetlane) Ra. 120/- 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(0500 Objective Type Oueetlane tor eU Exeme). Rs. 1 501- 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Rs. 150/- 
ENGUSH COMPREHENSION {200 Rstdmg Compnhsnsion Pttssyn) Rs. 70/- 
COLLEGE & COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

. 100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Rs. 501- 

. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (With Study Ueterlel) Ra. 601- 
. OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 
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Study UeteriebThe Complete Improvement Course/ Rs. 160/- 

. 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON NUMERICAL ABILITY (Fully Solved) Ra. 160/- 
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. VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
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INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Full Study Ustsrlel A ItOO Oueetlone) Ra. 100/- 

, 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 60b 

2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 90b 

CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Rs. 90b 

TEST OF CLERI CAL APT ITUD E ^ Ra. 90b 

vim an (ag-Easfbnt) wlliw Ra. 60/- 

anvnw im - 6000 (ag-taribna) iifIKh Rs. 1(q/- 

«ihi*ii mv - 100 Eftew Evaf Ra. 140/- 
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2. GEOGRAPHY 
(WORLD & INDIA) 
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6. G.K. WORKBOOK 

7. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY 
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# GUIDES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


5.5. C. COMBINED PRELIM EXAM. (GRADUATE LEVEL) Ra. 400/- 

8.5. C. COMBINED PRELIM EXAM. (MATRIC LEVEL) Ra. 300 b 
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Newspapers and 
magazines have come a 
tong way since Mahatma 
Gandhi tried to rouse 
the nation through his 
Young Indian. 

Today, newspapers 
would have us believe 
that the most important 
things m life are 
fashion, having a good 
life, and sex. 
Models and minor 
celebrities write 
columns telling people 
how they should live. 

Ilectruitv was mv itched off to their 
offices and a censorship imposed Cer¬ 
tain newspapers carried blank pages 
rather than publish what suited the polit 
ual leadership Two newspapers-the 
Indian Express and The Statesman-bore 
the brunt of Mrs Gandhi's anger more 
than other newspapers 

I he Emergency was a turning point 
for the newspaper industry in India 
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What Vlis Indira Gandhi could not 
achieve through tone was achieved by 
the profit motive Editors lost their 
importance as owners insisted m getting 
more leadership and advertising rev¬ 
enue f he newspaper became just anoth- 
ci consumes product and began to be 
sold as suih Plenty ol schemes wtre 
ottered bv newspapets and maga/ines to 
entice more reach rs In Delhi and othei 
parts ot India the papers were sold tor 
ridiculouslv low prices hist Rs 1 SO tor a 
copv, and later tor just Re 1 Magazines 
were not to be left behind, ottering sub 
scriphon gilts that made their cost almost 
negligible 

Readers no doubt wtlcomed these 
changes The poorlv printed papers ot 
the past have given wav to colour edi¬ 
tions and the slick looks ot modern news- 
pipeis Magazines arc glossv anduilour- 
tul something unheard ot |ust a tew 
veais back lechnologv has helped not 
only in production, but communication 
as well enabling information to have I 
mound the* globe in seconds 

I he casualty ot technology and the 
commercial interest has been serious 
journalism lodav the media seems to be 
caught m a nine ot mediocrity, with 
newspapers and magazines trying to 
hold the attention ot readers amidst the 
highly seductive images on television 
The media has become a means of time 
pass, w ith serious issue's thrown out in 
favour ot the eye-catching but cosmetic 
image’s that we are accustomed to these 
davs Media organisations are involved 
in mniketing wars, trying to get hold ot 
each other s subscribers When survival 
is ot prime concern, newspapers tan ill 
attord to tight a war cm principles or to 
publish anything that might hurt either 
the readers or the political leadership 
Thus, newspaper pages are filled with 
official handouts and large sections on 
lashion and films information w'hich is 
non-controversial and does not threaten 
survival Retired editors, army officers, 
models, celebrities and bureaucrats hold 
forth on topics they have no expertise in, 
through newspaper columns everyday 
Newspapers and magazines have 
come a long way since Mahatma Gandhi 
tried to rouse the nation through his 
Young Indian Today, newspapers would 


have us believe that the most importar 
things m life are fashion, having a goo 
life, and sev Models and minor celebr 
ties write columns telling people hov 
they should live 

Television was started in 1959 1 
Delhi in a limited transmissioa and i 
1965 it became a regular service In th 
seventies, telev lsion transmitters were sc 
up in other States as well In 1964, telev i 
sion was delinked from All India Radi 
and Doordarshan was formed Doordiv 
shan was set up to meet information am 
social objectives, but soon became th 
mouthpiece of two jxiwerful segment* 
the cinema and the ruling party Market 
by ineptitude and boring programme* 
Doordarshan ruled as a monopxilv bu 
tound itself being edged out bv satelhb 
television as the skies opened Todav 
there is a polarisation the affluent watd 
cable television while the poor watcl 
Doordmshan since it is free The viewer 
ship ot Dwiihii shnn is estimated to bt 
aiound 51)0 million 

1 ho revolution in television had sev 
eral effects I he Indian people were treec 
from boring television, thev could watd 
the latest and glossv programmes, younj 
people lacking political contacts could be 
hired tor presentation jobs, and there w a* 
an opening up of attitudes On the othei 
hand people complained ot cultura 
invasion and there was danger that w< 
would lose our culture and tradition 
Ihere were protests and heated debates, 
but many fears seem to have beer 
unfounded Rather than change the cul¬ 
ture ot Indians, broadcasting companies 
tound that they had to change program¬ 
ming to suit local tastes 

It it was cultural pollution, it seemed 
to work in reverse Indian music could 
now be heard m other countries and the 
popularity of Indian movies too spread in 
many countries Though the criticism 
about cultural pilubon does not stand 
up to scrutiny, there were some real prob¬ 
lems* the increase of aggression and vio¬ 
lence in society and the over-emphasis on 
material goods It would be difficult to 
say to what extent satellite television was 
respnsible for such behaviour but the 
charge could not be denied altogether 
Society does appear to be moving 
towards Western lifestyles, but a part of 
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ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1999-2000 COMPETITIVE 
EXAMINATIONS AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE 
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SNERAL STUDIES PAPER Rs.1500/- 
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1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 
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HAPPY NEWS» NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH IIMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON: 

•ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 
•INDIAN CONSTITUTION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 
•POUTICAL SCIENCE (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 
•INDIAN HISTORY (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE: 1. While sending your fee. please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly In capital letters 
on the M O coupon or In the tetter It wiH help us to send you the study material at the earliest Please write your address clearly 
2 If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.D. However, you can send the fee by MO also. 
DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M. A. English* Pol. Sc. (Pub. Admit.), P.G. Dip. In Business Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 
Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order Immediately to:_ 




THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

(i/ 18 . {II FLOOR). JANGPURA EXTENSION, {DOUBLE STOREY). 
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IMS COURSES- REAP (IMS BOOKS AND LISTEN TO IIMS AUDIO CASSETTES 
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The newspaper became 
just another consumer 
product and began to be 
sold as such. Plenty of 
schemes were offered by 
newspapers and 
magazines to entice 
more readers. Magazines 
were not to be left 
behind, offering 
subscription gifts that 
made their cost almost 
negligible. 

this could ne o natui.il movement 
tow ards mndt i msm 

Radio takes a beating, too 

T he print medi.i w as not the onlv 
one running si arid because ol 
the television juggernaut Radio 
had ruled tor decades \ki^lwam 
Broadcasting Corporation was started in 
1927 The government took it over in 
1910 and changed to All India Radio 
(AIR) in 19Tfc Since I9“v, it is known as 
Akashvani Earlier, the radio was the 
onlv source ot entertainment and news, 
and there was scarcely a household 
which did not have a radio With the 
advent ot television themonopolv was 
bioktn and radio found itsi If pushed to 
an inconsequential position 

The fate of radio in the uiunliv is 
tiagu since it lias been killed not just bv 
technology but moie bv the bureauiracv 
f irst it tetiised to change itself and con¬ 
tinued bioadcasting the mournful com¬ 


mentaries and outdated music Secondlv 
it failed to piotessionalise-even todav 
mam programmes are marked bv ama- 
teui attempts rhndlv thi'iigh all ovu 
llu woild IM hmadeaslmg had madi 
lenal stition popul.u India used I M to 
broadcast the same scnius that woic 
available on Medium V\avi Ihtu was 
an attempt at privatisation in the nutros 
and in just 1 liw viais radio listening 
bteamc pope lar in the cities once again 
The government however then 
decided that the private opt i a tors were 
making too mm li mom v Moving sw iftlv 
it threw out tin pnvate opt i a lots and 
took over tin IM channels Ihepiogram 
mmg relumed to its mceliouc past 

Watchdog or handmaiden? 

T he momentous changes in the 
media has led to a change m its 
role It earlier it provided news, 
now its role is more towards pro¬ 
viding entertainment Similarly, debate 


has been reduced to the lowest levels, 
with the press speculating loudly about 
matters such as who should be the next 
cncket captain and wnting other sala¬ 
cious gossip Television reporting is a 
wondu with much effort being spent m 
pursuing politicians and celebrities who 
have nothing important to sa\ To be 1 in 
the news people olten sav controversial 
things which provides mattei for the 
news lor i few davs Instead ot ink 111 
gent debate the media todav fuels spec 
ulation and gossip 

The press is often said to seive the 
Kill of a watchdog in demonacv This 
means that it should maintain vigil and 
not hesitile to i\pose the coiiupl and the 
incompetent On the contiatv in India 
news re poi ting has been u dm e d to pub¬ 
lishing press ii'leasi’s fiom vanous agon 
ue s w ith little or no effort being made to 
investigate or follow up stories The last 
major coiruption stoop exposed by the 
Indian press was that ot the Bofprs 
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4 Indian Constitution Rs 100/- 

5 General Science Re .200/- 

5 Geography Ra 200/- 

/ Indian History Rs 200/- 

I s Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 

9 Objective Maths Ra.120/- 

10 5000 Qs. on Artfthmetlc Re.160/- 

11 General English Ra.120/- 

12 100 M T.P. on English Ra ISO/- 

13 Test of Eng. Language Rs.150/- 

14 Common Errors In English Rs.100/- 

15 English Conversation Rs.150/- 

16 Word Power Course Rs 200/- 




Rs 

1 5000 Questions on Physics 100 

2 5000 Questions on Chemistry 100 

3 5000 Questions on Botany 100 

4 5000 Questions on Zoology 100 

5 General Science 200 

6 Objective Science 100 

7 3000 Questions on Science 100 

8 Dictionary ol Science 


Tout Ra. 870 


1 Students may buy the complete 
'Success Pack' or any book/books. 

2 Free Books worth Rs 200/-will be 
sent to those students only who buy 
our full Success Pack ol any course 
and send the full payment In advance. 
To avail of this offer the students may 
deduct an amount of Rs. 200/- from 
the total cost of the ‘Success Pack' as 
given above while send ing the amount 
by MOiBank Draft. 

3 For free postage, please send the 
full amount In advance by M OVBenk 
Draft on the above address ForV P P 
•endRs 500/-by MO as advance 

4 Write your name, address and the 
name of the ‘Success Pack’, clearly in 
capital tetters on the M O Coupon or 
In the letter 


ENGLISH CONVERSATION : Rs. 150/- WORD POWER COURSE : Rs. 200/- 


DATA : Rs. 100/- 










































































































































































































bribt’iv uim* m v ei.il \ cm is knk In other 
lOiruption i.isos, it h.is been a b\ slander, 
rneielv printing muit pnKmling*. In the 
famous huu.il.i wise, toi example, vvheie 
xtur.il polituuns vveie <ut used ol ion 
dinting illegal tou-ign cxiluingi 1 ti.inx.u 
lions ueusp.ipeis ioIiim d tv) publish the 
(iodines initially It was onl\ alter a pub¬ 
lic inlere 1 1 litigation e is admittul bv the 
miirt that niuspap’is started icpuihng 
about it 

Sinnlarh, them is little 01 no follou 
up on lontinuing stones Crime and 
murder stones aie sought to ueate a sen 
sation but aie soon toigotten 

Should the media only pioMdesub 
)eit matte? toi the i haltering i lasses 1 llus 
i|uestion has to b» ansuoied In the man 
ageisot nenspapeis inaga/mes and tel 
evision ihannels It the piesent trend ion 
tinucs, the media will lose whalevtr little 
cioihbilitv it lias I hat would be a gieat 
tall indeed (tom the high ideals followed 
in [ire mdi pendenie India 

A crisis of credibility 

<■*' * *lit* media tan's a gu at iredibilih 

'f irisis today I he laik ot Minims 

* repotting and inmmentan held 

* ties the media Commercial mtei- 
ests have made media into a business 
like am olhei, mediocre talent has 
reduied the quality ot icporting and 
lomnu ntan I he ideals ot tieidom and 
moralitv have been toigotten When it 
trivialises issues or when it is stuck with 
stories ot lifestyles ot lelebuties, it is lit 
tie wonder that people do not take the 
media seriously Fodav, people an used 
ol coiruption lately take newspapers to 
iimrt beiause they know that people 
eithei do not hehov e in the allegations or 
that they would soon be toigotten lhat 
is a sad mmment on the credibility ot the 
media 

logether with advei Using the 
media often i rentes such a hvpe that the 
viewer is left wondeiing vvhethei them 
are an) limits to commercialism I he lat¬ 
est Cricket World Cup saw such a huge 
build-up ot hype that the game was tor 
gotten I he hv pc not only put pa’ssure 
on the plaveis hut tnviaiised the actual 
achievements m many fields I he stark 
contwist between hvpe and reality was 
evident in Mav this year when the Kargil 
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ci isis broke out It was lound out that in 
the twilv days ot the irisis, newspapers 
wen* actually using more space lor 
icpotting the World ( up 1 

I hi i redibilitv ot the media also suf¬ 
fer-. because it dot s not go into the depth 
ol issues In the held ol taiei is, a numbei 
ot institutes ntfei degiees, sometimes 
with loieign mllahoiation I he education 
pages ot newspapers frequently teatme 
this infoimation and counsellois lemm- 
mend such touises and hooks But no 
papei has ilont an analysis about the tep- 
utation and utility ol such degiees and 
the student is often take toi a ndc Suiely, 
the media should investigate claims 
made In dilfeicnt organisations rather 
than publishing them blindly 

I he teu'on why it does not investi 
gate is dial quite often, purnalists aie 
bnbed to wiite what islequned (altsaie 
openly given at ptess lonteieiues, which 
lepmters gieedilv lap up rheunwutten 
undo standing is that the claims be print¬ 
ed without verification The intiepid 
icpoiter, iiskmg his life to get a scoop 
against vested interests, now exists only 
in the movies 

Future of the media 

' he path taken bv the media to 
become a consumer pioducts 
*» industry is a double edged 
sword Hie audience mav 
increase as a result ol innov ativ e market¬ 
ing technique's, but the danger is that the 
neuspapei would begin to be treated 
like any othei consumer pioduct I his is 
already happening to some extent Ihe 
more serious consequence of this trend is 
that ovei -dependence on commercial 
inteiesls dulls independent and tearless 
reporting The media then becomes 
merely a means of entertainment and 
mav be losing out on its traditional 
strength ot free thought 

As newspapeis begin looking like 
each othei and thcio is little to differenti¬ 
ate between different television channels, 
sot lety loses a gieat deal Unbiased v lew s 
aie the basis of democracy and if these 
aie not emouiaged, is not our very foun¬ 
dation m danger 7 If the media gives up 
its idle as a watchdog, can we blame the 
cnmmahsation ot politics and the ram¬ 
pant coiruption that plagues us today? 



We are quite sure that our readers are i 
( avid readers or are touched by the media 
, in different ways Thf , 
Competition Master invites you to speak | 
your minds out. You can teft us how>the 
media has affected you or comment on 
Its role. How has it affected the culture 
in your home or school? You can take < 
up any aspect mentioned in our feature or 
take a fresh look at the media 
The Competition Master will give prizes 1 
to the best three entries received: Rs 
2000, Rs 1500 and Rs 1000. There are 
also 15 consolation prizes of Rs 100 
each. Othei notable viewpoints will be 
published in our issues during the yeai 
Entries should not be more than 250 
words long, written neatly on one side of 
the paper They should include the com¬ 
plete name and address of the writer 
i Also include details about your education¬ 
al background, name of your school or 
’ college your ambition, date of birth hob- 
i bies and what you are doing at present 
| Your entry should be accompanied by 
a cutting of the coupon below. No i 
photocopies please 

Remember to send along with your entry 1 
a photograph, preferably m colour, with j 
your name and address written at its J 
i back Entries without any of these > 

, details will not be considered. I 

Wo reserve the right to edit the entries for 1 
’ reasons of clarity or space The last date j 
for receipt of entries is August 30, , 
1999. The decision of the editor will be i 

l 

| final and no correspondence in this j 
regard will be entertained | 

i Send your entries to: The Media , 

, Contest, The Competition Master, 126 ‘ 

I i 

| Industrial Area Phase I, Chandigarh j 

", 160 002 


ENTRY COUPON 


. WTTij 


. COVER STORY . 
^CONTEST ’ 
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Cari iri in the Media 


Then? are a host of part and hall-time positions available in 
the media. With a plethora of magazines, newspapers and 
television channels, a trained person will always be able to find 
a job I he multitude of television channels provide openings for 
young people who are trained and are talented. Growth in the 
industry depends on a number of factors, including the quality 
of work and past achievements There is no limit to growth and 
several top managers earn very high salaries indeed. 

If a career in the media interests you, the first step is to see 
when- your aptitude lies. This is because it is easy to get carried 
away by the glamour on television and advertisements to want 
to be a part of it. Please remember that the glamour is just a 
facade-most of the work in the media is hard work Television 
aerials and films may like (o depict news reporters as happy-go- 
luik\ people travelling to exotic places pursuing their stories, 
such as Shah Rukh Khan in Dil SY Nothing could be farther 
from the truth. Few correspondents get to travel; for the most 
port the job consists of covering some events in town, listening 
to speeches made by the organisers. Similarly, a career in adver¬ 
tising is not just shooting young girls bathing under waterfalls, 
but tedious woik of understanding the client. 

In the print media, there are several options available. One 
can work to become a journalist: a degree in mass communica¬ 
tion or journalism from a university will help you leam the 
basics. Starting from reporter, a jierson can rise to become an 
editor Some people get selected by the foreign news organisa¬ 
tions, winch is considered lucrative. Many fellowships and free¬ 
bies are available for journalists, which are the perks of the job. 
If one cannot join full time, one can be a free lance journalist and 
work from the home. 

Working in the print media is just not journalism. Since 
another important aspect of the media is advertising revenue, 
there are jobs in the space selling departments. Marketing peo¬ 
ple are in great demand, and the basic qualification required is 
MBA. Circulation and trade are other departments of a news- 
paper or magazine. 

Since many organisations want to get their viewpoint fea¬ 
tured in the press, jobs of public relations are in great demand 
as well, A PH executive is a middleman between an organisa¬ 
tion and die media. There are many independent PR consult¬ 
ants and some PR agencies who (lo the work for clients on con¬ 
tractual basis. A person can work with such agencies or later, 
open one's own office. 

To work on the radio, look for someone in the government 
who can recommend you. Since radio is controlled by the gov¬ 
ernment, the jobs of announcers and presenters are given to 
those who have contacts. Only rarely will a person get taken 
through an audition. The same is the case if you want to work 
for Doordarshan. Only talent will probably not help you In tliese 
organisations. Otherwise, look for private producers. Some 
reputed ones like NDTV and TV 18 could, be viable options. 
Appear in an audition and if you are good, you will certainly 
get a chance. Courses are' also available in large cities which 


groom people for 
television. 

In recent times there has 
been a contraction in operations 
of television production compa¬ 
nies, which is linked to the eco¬ 
nomic slowdown that the coun¬ 
try has been going through. 
Many channels have shut down 
their operations and fresh col¬ 
laborations have not matured. 
Industry experts believe that 
Pioiiiioy fan/ this is a temporary phase and a 

A success <.tory ol IV journalism boom t , me wjl| come as the 

economy picks up. 

There are many jobs available behind the camera as well. 
Producers, directors, music composers, cameramen, lighting, 
and so on are eagerly sought by production companies. Train¬ 
ing from the Film and Television Institute of India is required. 
Many other studios also provide such training. 

A new media that is growing in leaps and bounds these 
days is the Internet. Many career opportunities have opened up 
because of this. Almost every organisation wants to have a pres¬ 
ence on the Net, so people are needed for advertising, creating 
Web pages and maintaining sites. Existing sites may need peo¬ 
ple to market these sites. A training in computers and multi- 
media is required for such jobs. Computer institutes and those 
offering MCA courses can train a person in Internet techno¬ 
logies. As Internet is exacted to grow in the future, so the jobs 
are also expected to multiply in times to come. 

Career in the media is a viable option today. However, it is 
important to assess one's aptitude. A description given above 
shows that many jobs are available in marketing so the best 
option would be to do MBA trom one of the better institutes. If 
one is creative, a course in arts and dpsign is the best. And if 
writing be your interest, it is advisable to do a journalism or 
mass communications course, again from a reputed university 
or institute. We have listed the institutes offering different 
courses in the past issues of Tut Cowi't-1 n io\ Mastfr and some 
are featured in our Admission Alert column too. Choose the 
area and the course with care and proper assessment. 



List o< prominent institutes 


Indian Institute of Mass 

Communication 

JNU Campus, New Delhi 

Jamia Miha Islamia Media Centre 
Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi 

Asian Academy of Film & Television 
Mamah Studio, Film City, Noida 

Imago Acting School 
Brahma Studio, Film City, Noida 


Indira Gandhi National Open 
University 

Maidan Garhi. New Delhi - 68 

Mudra Institute of Communications 
Sheta, Ahmedabad 380051 

Besides the above, all State 
Universities otter courses on 
Journalism and Mass 
communication 
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Don't be Time-Beggar 


W l i,111m 1 change intern stum libit 
>t tilt King tis t spin ot 2-1 hours 
but nothing 1 in priymt us trom inaMii , 
list of tin. 1 2 J hum ■. in tlu most 
lonstrwtiw inti-itistwm> >n Hina \1ii us 
tin nunutis a u tluovi umv uldduintu 
your wortlm lull activity and sa tli.it tlu 
d.iv ix tends to Y hours Mou ndlv vie 
squ.indir most st nsi It s-.lv i\in wInn wt 
<ue gi\m .in .unplt supply ot thtm 
Vsterday tin dead p.ist uinnot bt 
recalled, tonioirim isunuitun and today 
is the onl\ 'tinu you have at vour dis 
posai Use today as ii it wen the list da\ 
ot vnui life One day spent horn stlv and 
wisely is worth ni inv tomorrows 

Rnkliss w.istigt of lunt unnis ix 
cause we look upon lift as an ouan ol 
indliss time Ihis is one ot tlu guattst 
lallacus we nurture lime is not an tx» an 
it is a goblet from w hnh droplets eome out 
lime can be eompared with money A 
practical man dints not botha ot his ru¬ 
pees dollars or pounds He takes earc of 
his paise, penee and shillings So does the 
wise user ot time He takes taie of his 
minutes and seconds Hours take 1 are ot 
themselves 

Gossip 

A m m w ho spends hours in idle gossip 
n 1 ottec house or bar will produce 


1 nnm tor lu - on use It and his 1 ompanions 
Iwnttialli lu tires ot himself ind tunc 
hm^s lien on him He baonn cn » 
notonv on two Ii - 

He deludes himself saying thjt life 
cannot be tripped into compartments 
thus, lie lives a loose and unfixed life 
He tails to understand that you cannot 
kill time without in|unng eternity 
Kamcsh liads a humid but harried 
lik simple because lu is beaten by tlu 
rloik Instead of cati lung time by tfv fore 
lock lu v only tiles to giasp it when it has 
gone by 

Tin phrase iatch time bv the fern 
link hi in inteusting side to it It is 
symbolic ilk represented as bald but his 
a forelock Ihus it you catch it h\ the 
loielcuk you eaptuie it It not, it eludes 
you 

I Sunnder tinds a lot of important 
ihoies staring at him making him irritable 
and uncomfortabli He is chronically short 
of time The reason is that he is a procras¬ 
tinator adept in tlu art of postponmg 
! things His motto has been why do to¬ 
day what can be put otf till tomorrow 1 
He ean break the habit by comparing 
himself with a person who is never hur- 
. ried on this account Both have the same 
I amount ot tune in a day —-24 hours It is 
1 the difference in their respective approach 
, to the utilisation of it that makes Sunnder 


an expert in dillv tillyin; Hi is not sin > 1 1 
ot turn Hi is iinoi r nnstil 

That w 1 1 tmu when I n is il \ iv 
picssed loi turn lut I found (hit tlu it 
vuie nail unutilised spells c f tmu 
ivlmh u uld be spent profitihl\ fust 
before leaving ten the university yvhtit 1 
tai'ghl I lound a ten minute spill yylmh 
1 use el tor tin king tlu pages ot a book 
Oft* n 1 came across a good line or phrase 
in a like fashion, I found two spells 
of 20 minutes each m the evening This 
time 1 used for revising an article 01 
adding a couple of paras to it Thus, 
converting a possible rejection slip into 
a cheque 

Excuses 

A NOTHTR factor that swallows tune 
is the habit ot inventing excuses You 
1 do it unconsciously, * I will do it in the 
I morning ‘This nee-els relaxation "Twill 
do it after 3 days " 

These are some of the excuses union 
j soously used to put off a thing There may 
be some reason in the excuse but enough 
to warrant you to postpone it mdefmitely 
You have to black out this habit You w ill 
find taking jobs m hand instead of your 
hands being full ot them—always 

Rammder's problem is his slavery to 
his moods Often, he says, "I am not in a 
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mood to do it now I w.li take it up later 
when I am in a good mood ' 

Moods must he mastered beta use 
if you leave yourself to their mercy, t 
you vacillate Moods are bad masters i 
In tact, thev are tyrants' who iule ' 
you mercilessly and dri\e \ ou mad 
'ton an lelt with a tooling ot hea\ mess 1 
w hith is, in tac t, a feeling of guilt and 1 
shame 

There is a way of overpowenng bad 
masters Remind yourself that to be ( 
called a moody person is unflattering. 
"He is very moody", is not a compliment. 

It means he is undependable and 
unreliable 

Do you like to be called so’ Do the 
light thing at the right time and you w ill | 
ho the lord ot your moods I hus, you will I 
begin to save tunc ottnei and have moie 
ot it at voui disposal lhc shortage ot tunc 
disappc ais 

Main have ovcicome the habit hy 
writing the chons down and then 
'.'icking to tlu schedule as fai as possible 
But piiu r.e tmators often dismis. the idea 
with Okay I will write them down ( 
tomoi row 

Jot down at least some important ' 
things you have been wanting to do and j 
then get doing them as pet your sc hedule 
entered in the diary Do not hedge the task I 
Dip into it 

Satisfaction 1 

i 

O N CL the initial mertia is oveicome, , 
you w ill relish vour aeeomphshment 1 
and you will want to do more There is 1 
immense emotional satisfaction m accom- t 
plishmg a job It is a reward whuh spurs 


you to achieve more 

It is a hut that you have no definite 
idea of how much time what takes Have 
a fairly ai curate idea of time it takes you 
to write a lettci, dusting your room, or 
piepai mg notes etc A cleat picture helps 
in improving efficiency and 
oiganisation 

This w ill enable \ ou not to shun u ork 
as any unused spell ot tinu will be used 
in doing something which can be done in 1 
that penod Read the editonal m 
newspaper which vou may have been 
missing tor w ant ot time It takts a couple 
ol minutes onlv 

1 ile cannot be capsuled in ngid time 
tables lhc u is an element of truth in it ( 
But the answer to this argument is life 
w ithout organisation is utter chaos More 
intr tirru tables can bo altered 

The ie wards ol keeping it up to date 
are mam Too mush vour jobs ejuu kly and 
on time >011 are not haunted In the spec 
tu ot undone or hall finished chores >0111 
mind Ik 1 mm s 1 It lr and unclutU red 
Du clearer tin mind the mote 1111 
cluttered it be 1 onus the guatu becomes 1 
the capuitv toi self-analysis which 1 
nndeis immense help in self | 
improvement 

Priority 

T RUf, at first glance ev ervtlung on v 0111 
list may seem urgent But are uigent | 
matters always important, deseiving a 
major time investment 7 Michael 
l eboeuf, a professor ol time 
management at the University ol New 
Orleans, makes this observation 
"Important things are seldom urgent 


and urgent things are seldom important 
The urgency of fixing a flat tire when you 
are late foi an appointment is much gteater 
than lemembering to pay your auto insur¬ 
ance premium, but its importance (the tire) 
is, m most casts relativelv smill 

He lami nts * UntoitunaU lv, many of 
us spend our In es fighting lues undei the 
tyianny of the urgent Die lesult is that 
we ignore the Uss urgent but more 
important things in lift It s a gieat 
dlectiveness kilter 

So when setting priorities ask vour 
self which activities an tiulv important 
Dun trv to spend most ol vour time on 
thtse Pei haps an uigent matter does not 
need immediate attention 

Does it justify a large time work at 
something that vields impoitant results 
than it is simple to be busy at whatevei 
ailwitv happens to lu it hand Trv to ill¬ 
icit as mans ot vour cftoits as possible 
towaid activities that lesult in triu 
aiumiplishmcnl 

Dm Stott explains how to mike it 
vv ork lor v ou She savs ldi ntitv the vital 
ingredu nts m ctssai v to .11 liu v e > our ob- 
jet five Do these things first Ton w ill git 
the most lesults in the least amount ot 
time " 

At this point vou can better appreci¬ 
ate that being tile master ot vour time is 
not a matter ot being preoccupied with 
ncvei wasting a minute or rushing from 
crisis to crisis 

Rather, effective time management 
means selei ting the appropriate task lor 
I right now It nuans discerning what ac¬ 
tivities yield the best lesults and 
spending vour time on these whenever 
possible 


BE A COMMISSIONED OFFICER IN ARMED FORCES 

A Career Par excellence Imbued with Patriotism, Adventure, Dicjmty & Quality of Life 

SSB INTERVIEWS 

SSB BATCHES 1ST - 16TH EVERY MONTH ROUND THE YEAR 


WRITTEN COACHINO 


REGISTRATIONS OPEN 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 




Fresh Batches Starts 16th August '99 & 
1st Sept. '99 (Registration In Advance) 


fe .‘*i "T[* 1 y. 1 3 ?' 

1 RUMP).', 


na*a#a;<ni 


>TIWH 0 NE»^MSP 41 , 5 p« 0 frl 


63 ■ AUGUST 1999* ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 











AlONGW/TH yaun GO/yii 
f2&. /NOUSTR/Al AREA. PHASE 

. jSk 


Vs?*"-*- 





OBJECTIVE-TYPE (M IS 11( )\S 


► 


English Language 


1 Which one is the correct spelling 7 

(a) Wisedom 

(b) Kidnay 

(c) Malady 

(d) Varity 

2. Which sentence is correct? 

(a) The shopkeeper deals with tor- 
bidden drugs 

( b ) They all begin to make fun at 
him 

(c) Food is essential to life. 

(d) This is not a true fact 

3 In the passage below only one sen¬ 
tence is correct. Which is that 7 

(a) Help from outside fail to sustain 
a man's energy, (b) But help from 
within ever energizes (r) These is 
self help (i) That is require to he 
cultivated 

4 Which is the right synonym ol 
'firm'? 

(a) steady 

(b) fixed 

(c) ready 

(d) strong 

5. The right antonym of'earlier is 

(a) before 

(b) later 

(c) sooner 

(d) after 

6. In the passage below, one capital 
letter is missing. What is this? 

(a) Narayani heard those words 
from inside the house. ( b) She was 
too weak to say anything, 
(c) Ramlal, who was making a bird's 
cage, (d) came out and said. 

7. There is a case of punctuation er¬ 
ror. What is this? 

(a) Oh, what a fall is this? 

(b) This is well done. 

(c) Who can be both bold and wise? 
id) It's no business of mine. 

8. There are four sentences. One is a 
complex sentence. Point this out. 

(a) He has gone to the mountain. 

(b) Jack and Jill had a fall 


(c) Those who quarrel and fight, are 
wiped out 

(d) She had decided to go, but her 
husband did not agree. 

9 From the following words, find out 
that which is nearest in meaning of 'felicity' 

(a) progress 
(i>) peacefulness 

(c) happiness , 

(d) blessing , 

10 Tiom the words below, choose the j 

one which is closest to the opposite in 
meaning of 'vindictive' I 

(a) kind j 

(b) forgetful 

(c) forgiving 
(if) helpful 

11 What according to you should be i 
the suitable woid for the blank space given , 
below 7 

Many countries have abolished 
punishment for the crime of murder 

(a) capital 

(b) corporal 

(c) mortal 
(if) ultimate 

12. In the sentence below some parts 
have been jumbled up Please arrange them 
in the proper sequence. 

(a) a boy saved her 

( b) by a running bus 
(r) at the risk of his life 

(if) a little girl was about to be run 
over 

13. He had a long story to relate. 
'Long' is here a 

(a) noun 

(b) verb 

(c) adjective 

(d) adverb 

14. In what sentence 'wrong' is used 
as a verb? 

(a) This is a wrong decision, 

(b) Man is bound to make a wrong. 

(c) You should not wrong anybody. 

(d) This story has nothing to call 
wrong. 
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15 The word 'lunacy' means 

(a) madness 

(b) abruptness 

(c) foolishness 

(d) wickedness 

16. What is the past tense of the verb 
'sell' 7 

(ii) sale 

(b) sold 

(c) solden 

(d) no change 

17. Which pai t of the sentence con¬ 
tains an error 7 

(n) He rushed to the station, (h) but 
could reach (c) only after the train 
left 

18 What is the meaning ot the word 
'insomnia' 7 

(n) restlessness 

(b) sleeplessness 
(f) agony 

id) headache 

19 ‘He shall do this’ means 
(n) He is bound to do this 
(/>) He will do this 

(c) He likes to do this 

(d) He is certain to do this 

20. To what parts of speech, 'd< >rman t' 
belongs 7 

(«) adjective 

(b) noun 

(c) veib 
(if) adverb 

21 Some prepositions are given be¬ 
low 

(ii) to (b) of 

(c) for (d) at 

Which of them is missing m the sen¬ 
tence below? 

Freedom is the only alternative_ 

slavery 

22 Find out the case in which the 
article has been used wrongly 

(a) a happy man 

(b) an efficient actor 

(c) ahone9tman 

(d) an enquiry committee 


13 Which is the meaning of of late' 7 

(a) I ilely 

(b) ruently 
(() coming lati 
(</) latter 

24 Which one of the four sentenus 
below is in tlic passive voice 7 

(a) A tiger was killed by tlu hunter 

(b) The triar led the wolf into the 
forest 

(i) C TC will run new bus st rv lies 
(d) lath day the town folk would 
bring food for the dying beggar 
23 There aie three sentences below 
One of them is not in the passive voice 
Which is that 7 

(a) The deed was done by them to¬ 
gether 

(b) Kishanu then scoied a lovely 
goal 

(c) The battle was thus lost and w on 

26 Whu h one is the noun form ot 
'wise' 7 

(n) wtsedom 
(b) wising 

(t) wisdom 

(d) wise tv 

27 (a) A hud ot elephants 

(b) Aswarmotbees 
(i) A row of trees 

(d) A series of mountains 
Of the above group nouns, one is in- 
corrcit Which is that 7 

2b 01 the nouns (plural), one has no 
singular form Point this out 

(a) alms 

(b) colours 

(c) customs 

(d) spectacles 

29 Some plural forms are given Pomt 
out one that is not correct 

(a) ships 

(b) policies 
(r) sheeps 
(d) wages 

30 What is the past participle ot the i 

verb 'talk' 7 i 

(u) talking i 

(b) talkative , 

(c) talk 

(d) talked 

31 The preposition after the word 
'sensitive' is 

(a) with 

(b) for 


(a) at I 

(,/) to 

32 Wt should oin soli es to chang 

lngurcunistames 1 

(fl) adopt I 

(h) alter I 

(i) adapt 

(d) ib melon , 

33 1 hi misuse ol pR position is in the I 

sentence ! 

(fl) He is absent fiom tlu mu ting 

(b) Ht is conlined to bed 1 

(t) Ho is m that lommittee 

(d) i hi ic is no itmedv Joi this 

34 3 hi i orroi l st nttnee is 
(fl) 1 wish 1 v\uc do id 

(l>) \ou hut no in use to ho late ' 

(c) I would do it if 1 was ho 

(fl) 1 would ho surpustd it he was 

SllCClsStll! 

3’ si lion) m ol tlu word amivgu 
ous is 

(hi ivulastmg 
(b) vague 
(i) equivocal 

( d ) amotphoiw 

36 Tind out tin si nten i in > <hu h the 
advtrh Upliiast cnun tin rcpi udtr in 
adverb 

(fl) lit answind ir a veiy rude 
manner 

(b) ihe arrow fell on this spot 
(<) 1 look him on tin stiengtl otyiut 
ruommcndatoi 

(d) ,ou can buj it in ail p'ms 

37 Identity the odd among the fol¬ 
lowing 

(a) armchair 

(b) postman 
(i) nobleman 
(d) windmill 

38 rheantonym sftheword aba>e'is 

(«) oppress 

(b) applaud 

(c) sagacious 

(d) ravish 

39 The synonym of the word re¬ 
prove' is 

(o) i hasten 

(b) condemnation 

(c) impel 

(d) approve 

40 Match the idioms in List I with 
those in List II The corn ct amw er is given 
in (fl), (b) ( c) or ( d ) giv en below the lists 


L/st 1 Lis/ II 

(A) backed up 1 culminated in , 

(B) ltd up to ? distressed 

(( ' Irumptd up 3 supported 

(D) cut up 1 tabulated 

A B C D 

frt) I 2 3 4 

(b) 3 I \ 2 

(0 2 3 4 1 

(</) 3 4 12 

41 He is your equal merit 
(n) in virtue of 
(b) by reason of 
U) in point of 
(d) inspite of 

12 I’ii k up the comet senttnee 

(a) ()pc u page 50 

(b) llxliivetioil 

(0 Your conduct admit of no ex 
l use 

f 1) The pn/t was hotly competed 
43 Point out tlu miorrict spelling 
(u) occasion 

(b) asphyxia ! 

(i) highten ; 

( I ) cxpatiati 

14 III* si ntc nc t she 11 ltd vv ltli soi 
tin* that ht was dead is 
(fl) asstrlivi stntcncc 

(b) imperative senlmu 

(c) exclamatory senteni c 

(d) none of the above 

45 The clause when evenuig tame'i 
In) an adjective clause 
(b) anadvululause 
(0 a noun ilaust 

(d) none ol the above V 
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QUIZ 


How Wall 

hova Yoa Raad CM? 


The following questions are based on the 
]une '99 issue of The Competition Master. 
They will help you revise current affairs. If 
you do not know certain answers, do make 
an effort to locate them in our last issue. 

1. Ehud Barak has recently been 
elected as Prime Minister of which of the 
following countries? 

a) Jordan b) Saudi Arabia 

c) Algeria d) Israel 

2. Name the predecessor of the 
Internet funded by the US Department of 
Defence: 

a) LOCALNET b) TCP/IP 

c) ARPANET 

d) World Wide Web 

3. The Chandigarh Rose Garden is 
named after a former President of India 
Name the President: 

a) V.V. Giri b) Zakir Hussain 

c) Rajendra Prasad d) Zail Singh 

4. The PSLV-C2 launched on May 26, 
1999, placed in orbit the satellites of two 
other countries. Name the countries: 

а) Japan and Belgium 

б) Germany and South Korea 

c) Germany and Spain 

d) South Korea and Belgium 

5. Coolers is a brand name for: 

a) a new soft drink by Pepsi 

b) an air conditioner by Carrier 

c) sandals by Liberty 

d) air coolers by Sanden 

6. The National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) has been formed by: 

a) BJP and its allies 

i>) Sharad Pawar and his allies 

c) The Communist Party 

d) Congress and its allies 

7. Mahendra Choudhry has been 
elected Prime Minister of which of die 
following countries? 

a) Maldives b) Nepal 

c) Bangladesh d) Fiji 

8. In which year was the Shimla 
agreement signed between India and 


Pakistan? 

a) 1970 b) 1971 

c) 1972 d) 1973 

9. The G-15 summit was held in 
February '99 at which of the following 
place? 

a ) Jamaica b) Mauritius 

c) Seychelles d) India 

10. The SAFF Football Tournament 
was won by: 

a) Bangladesh b) Sri Lanka 

r) India d) Nepal 

11. According to the latest NSS data, 
which is the country's most literate State? 

a) Arunachal Pradesh 

b) Mizoram c) Karnataka 

d) Kerala 

12. The World Environment Day is 
observed on which of the following dates? 

a) April 20 b) May 26 

c) June 5 d) July 15 

13. India started Operation Vijay to 
evict the intruders from Pakistan, on 
which of the following dates? 

a) May 6,1999 b) May 8,1999 
c) May 10,1999 d) June 3,1999 

14. What is the capital of Uzbekistan? 

a) Moscow b) Ashkabad 

c) Ulan Bator d) Tashkent 

15. One of the major private power 
projects in India was inaugurated on May 
25, 1999. Name its location? 

a) Dabhol b) Ahmednagar 

c) Surat d) Mumbai 

16. What is PSLV-C2? 

a) a satellite b) a space station 
c) a spacecraft d) a launch vehicle 

17. Who is the winner of the French 
Open men's title, held in Paris on June 6, 
1999? 

a) Jeff Tarango 

b) Mahesh Bhupathi 

c) Andrei Medvedev 

d) Andre Agassi 

18. Who is the recipient of the B.D. 
Goenka Award for Excellence in 
journalism for 1998? 
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a) M.J. Akbar b) Hari Jaismgh 
c) H.K. Dua d) Arun Shourie 

19. The book, 'A New Deal for Asia' 
is written by which of the following? 

a) Paul Krugman 

b) Mahatir Mohammad 

c) Amartya Sen rf) Amit Bhaduri 

20. Name the Indian film director who 
won the Golden Camera Award at the 
Cannes International Film Festival this 
year: 

a) Mira Nair b) Murali Nair 

c) Deepa Mehta d) Shekhar Kapur 

21. Name the first State in India to 
use Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) in 
all its constituencies? 

a) Haryana b) Pondicherry 

c) Delhi d) Goa 

2? Name the iricketer who has 
become the highest scorer in Indian cricket 
in a World Cup match, surpassing Kapil 
Dev's highest of 175 in 1983 ? 

a) Saurav Ganguly 

b) Sachin Tendulkar 

c) Rahul Dravid 

rf) Mohd A/haruddin 

23. Name the country to which the 
Miss Universe 1999 belongs to. 

a) Nigeria b) Botswana 

c) South Africa rf) Trinidad 

24. Who among the following has 
been conferred the title of 'Hero of 
Batalik'? 

a) Mariapan Saravanan 

b) Amit Shukla 

c) A. Sivakrishnan 
rf) Shiv Prasad Singh 

(Answers will appear in our September 
issue.) 


(Answers to July 1999 Quiz) 


1. b 

2. d 

3. c 

4. a 

5. c 

6. b 

7. a 

8. a 

9. rf 

10. b 

11. b 

12. c 

13. rf 

14. rf 

15. c 

16. c 

17. rf 

18. b 

19. a 

20. c 


SPECIAL SI IT/ I Ml \ I 


T he last 12 months have been a period of ups and downs for India. 

The high of nuclear tests of last year gave way to another high, the 
bus journey of the Prime Minister to Lahore. India gloated over how 
its nuclear tests had been kept a secret from the rest of the world. 
Political leaders played their game of Snakes and Ladders and toppled 
yet another government. By May 1999, the complacence gave way 
to tragedy as it was discovered that Pakistan had sent 
intruders across the Line of Control to Kargil. Everything else started looking 
small in comparison as the nation saw coffins returning from the front, carry¬ 
ing bodies of brave soldiers who had laid down their lives trying to recapture 
strategic heights. 

In death, the brave soldiers accomplished another thing: they gave a sense 
of unity and pride to a divided and uncaring nation. India was not simply a 
nation of film stars going berserk as they went hunting, or cricket stars who 
were more interested in signing sponsorships than perfecting their game, or of 
callous politicians playing their toppling games, or even of spoilt young brats 
of rich people who could shoot a poor ice cream vendor if they were not able 
to get the flavour they wanted. We had seen all these things in the past 12 
months and wondered at the hollowness of society. 

We sum up the events of the last 12 months with a silent tribute to those 
who have restored our faith in our country once again. 


Round-up of 

National Affairs 



O n February 20, 1999, 
Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee took a 
historic bus journey to Paki¬ 
stan, in an effort to unravel 50 
years of confrontation between 
the two countries. Accompa¬ 
nied by a delegation of emi¬ 
nent personalities, the trip was 
termed as a defining moment 
in South Asian history as it was 
an opportunity for bitter 
enemies to become friends. In 
terms of importance, it could 
equal the Middle East peace 
talks started by Anwar Sadat 
and Yitzhak Rabin. The jour¬ 
ney was also significant, since 
both countries had exploded 
their nuclear devices less than 
one year back. It appeared that 
the two countries could now 


talk from their position of 
strength, and, even though 
they had acquired deadly 
weapons, could still talk peace. 

The Lahore declaration 
signed by the leaders of the 
two countries stated that they 
would intensify efforts to re¬ 
solve all issues, including that 
of Jammu and Kashmir They 
decided not to interfere in each 
other's internal affairs, inten¬ 
sify composite dialogue pro¬ 
cess, implement the 1972 
Shimla agreement and work 
towards confidence-building 
measures. 

The "bus diplomacy", as 
the journey was referred to, 
generated a feeling of warmth 
and bonhomie. At last, the dis¬ 
tant neighbours seemed to be 
coming closer. But it was too 
good to be true. Shortly after 
the Lahore declaration was 
agreed upon, Pakistan's PM 


Nawaz Sharif asserted that 
talks with India would have to 
be suspended if the Kashmir 
issue was not resolved within 
a specified time frame. More 
serious, even while the two 
countries talked friendship, 
Pakistan had undertaken a 
plan to infiltrate the Line of 
Control (LoC). Armed 
intruders took over Indian 
army bunkers and occupied 
crucial peaks in the Kargil sec¬ 
tor in an attempt to cut off die 
Srinagar-Leh road. There was 
a major failure on die part of 
Indian intelligence agencies 
and the army and the 
infiltration was discovered 
only in May, 1999, when they 
began pounding the crucial 
highway. The worst conflict 
between the neighbours since 
the 1971 war commenced. A 
confused political response 
showed that India had been 


caught unawares. 

On May 8, 1999, Indi 
launched Operation Vijay ti 
dislodge the intruders. Oi 
May 26, the Indian Air Fore 
started air strikes. India los 
two fighter planes, a MI-17 he 
licopter and casualties »ose b 
the day. Several peaks were re 
captured but many others re 
mained and the "war-lik 
situation" continued. Interna 
tional opinion favoured Indi 
but Pakistan was undeterred 
Its Foreign Minister Sartaj Azi 
visited India against the back 
drop of his country retumini 
the mutilated bodies of tor 
tured Indian soldiers but ther 
was no positive outcome of th 
talks. The army prepared to 
the long haul as it was unlike! 
that the intruders would va 
cate Indian territory on thei 
own. The world watched witl 
bated breath as the two nudea 
powers danced on the brink o 
war. 

■ 

Toppling Games 

R ight since its inception th* 
Vajpayee government hat 
been plagued by demands o 
different coalition partners. I 
survived the crisis caused bj 
rise in onion prices—bj 
October 1998, onions wer* 
sellling at Rs 60 per kg—bu 
could not survive its own al 
lies. The functioning of th« 
government was severely re 
stricted as it was more con 
cemed with keying its sup 
porting parties happy 
AIADMK leader Jayalalith. 
was in the news often, eacl 
time with a fresh set of de 
mands for the Central govern 
ment. The coalition seemec 
doomed right from th« 
beginning. 

It was hardly a surprise 
wh^n die BJP coalition experi¬ 
ment failed in the countrj 
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leading to the resignation of 
the 13-montJi old Vajpayee 
government on April 17,1999, 
after losing the vote of confi¬ 
dence by just one vote in the 
Lok Sabha (269-270). The vote 
was necessitated by with¬ 
drawal of support by 
AIADMK, the mercurial pre- 
poll ally. As the government 
fell, the nation saw the level to 
which the politicians of the 
country could stoop in order 
to comer power. Sonia Gandhi 
went around begging for sup¬ 
port but could not get the 272 
MPs to support her, the num¬ 
ber required to form the gov¬ 
ernment. After hectic 
parleying, the Opposition 
realised that it was easier to 
topple a government but far 
more difficult to form one. 

Subsequently, the 12th 
Lok Sabha was dissolved by 
the President on April 26, fol¬ 
lowing his assessment that 
there was no possibility of a 
government with a reasonable 
prospect of stability. The BJP 
government was asked to con¬ 
tinue in office as caretaker 
government till a new govern¬ 


ment could be formed after 
elections. 

The 12th Lok Sabha had 
the shortest term with 412 
days. It had been constituted 
on March 10,1998. 

The calculations of the 
Congress went haywire as it 
was not only unable to form a 
government but faced a split 
within its own ranks. On May 
15,1999, three senior leaders— 
Sharad Pawar, P.A. Sangma 
and Tariq Anwar—questioned 
Sonia Gandhi's bid to become 
Prime Minister. She was not 
bom an Indian, so should she 
become the PM? They de¬ 
manded that only natural bom 
citizens should be able to hold 
high offices in India. An upset 
Sonia Gandhi resigned but al¬ 
lowed herself to be persuaded 
to continue as Congress chief 
after 8 days during which 
Congress workers organised 
fasts and attempted self-immo¬ 
lations. The three leaders were 
sacked from the Congress and 
formed their own party, the 
Nationalist Congress. The BJP 
and its allies launched their 
"National Democratic Alli¬ 


ance" to contest the forthcom¬ 
ing elections on a common 
manifesto under the leader¬ 
ship of Atal Behari Vajpayee. 


Relations with other 
countries 

USA: The Pokhran tests 
took a toll on India's relations 
with other countries. India's 
diplomatic effort consisted of 
a damage-control exercise but 
was not entirely successful. 
USA had imposed sanctions 
and barred several Indian 
companies from having any 
links with US companies. 
Several scientists and 
professionals had been asked 
to leave the country. Some of 
the sanctions were partly 
removed by the Clinton 
Administration on November 
7,1998, on the eve of Pakistan 
PM Nawaz Sharif's visit to 
USA. Talks were held on Janu¬ 
ary 31,1999 but the remaining 
sanctions were not eased. USA 
was keen that India sign the 
CTBT and the NPT. While In¬ 
dia later said that it was will¬ 
ing to sign the CTBT, it still 
refused to go along with the 
NPT. 

USA also had a quarrel 
with India over trade matters. 
The Dispute Settlement Panel 
of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) ruled 
against India in the case filed 
by the USA seeking removal 
of restrictions on imports due 
to balance of payments consid¬ 
erations. The country had com¬ 
plained that restrictions by 
India on import of agriculture, 
textile and industrial products 
violated WTO norms. 

China: Relations with 
China had taken a turn for the 
worse in the aftermath of the 
Pokhran tests, with Defence 


Minister George Fernandes 
calling China as "enemy num¬ 
ber onp". Prime Minister 
Vajpayee had written to US 
President Clinton citing a Chi¬ 
nese threat. China responded 
by denying that its nuclear 
weapons posed a threat to 
India's security. It said it never 
posed a threat to India and was 
hurt by the statement that 
China's nuclear weapons 
threatened India. The visit of 
Foreign Minister Jaswant 
Singh to China in June, 1999, 
however, strengthened 
relations and paved the way 
for a mutual dialogue. 

Russia: On December 20, 
1998, Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov visited In¬ 
dia and the two countries de¬ 
cided to move towards a 
"strategic partnership". Seven 
agreements were signed cov¬ 
ering extradition, consular 
convention, mutual legal assis¬ 
tance in criminal matters, 
military cooperation upto 
2010, air services, a joint 
document for development of 
trade, economic, scientific and 
technological cooperation. He 
advocated a strategic alliance 
involving India, Russia and 
China to ensure regional peace 
and security. On May 18,1999 
External Affairs Minister 
Jaswant Singh visited 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Russia and France. Russia had 
been upset because though 
India had criticised NATO 
action in Kosovo, it had later 
toned down its stridency and, 
also, it did not support a 
Russian resolution at the UN 
Commission on Sustainable 
Development, in order to keep 
on the right side of USA. The 
visit helped convergence of 
views between the two 
countries on the Kosovo crisis. 
Russia also committed itself on 
a strategic partnership with. 
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India. 

Sri Lanka's President 
Chandrika Bandarnaike 
Kumaratunga visited India. 
During her visit, on December 
29, 1998, the two countries 
signed a Free Trade Agree¬ 
ment, giving a push start to the 
concept of South Asian Free 
Trade Area (SAFTA). The 
agreement came into force on 
March 1, 1999. The two 
countries allowed duty-free 
entry of specified goods from 
each other and it was decided 
that tariff levels would be 
brought down to zero in three 
years. This was the first free 
trade agreement that India 
entered into with a non-Less 
Developed country. It already 
has such an agreement with 
Nepal. Subsequently, India 
decided not to allow duty-free 
import of tea and rubber from 
Sri Lanka, and the agreement 
suffered a major setback, since 
these items made up 80 per 
cent of imports from the 
country. 


Economic and 
Business News 

□ TELCO launched its 
dream car, Indica, the first true 
Indian car to be completely 
developed indigenously. The 
body was designed by IDEA 
of Italy. The project cost Rs 
1,700 crore and was the cheap¬ 
est car project ever attempted. 
The car rolled out in a record 
time of 31 months. The car was 
instantly successful and at¬ 
tracted record bookings horn 
customers. 

□ VideshSancharNigam 
Ltd (VSNL) was the top 
foreign exchange earner 
during 1997-98. Its net foreign 
exchange earnings during the 
year was Rs 2268 crore. The 


highest growth in exports was 
achieved by computer 
software industry with an 88% 
increase over the previous 
year. It also achieved the 
highest growth in forex 
earnings (132%) followed by 
drugs and pharmaceuticals, 
gems and jewellery, which also 
registered a growth of more 
than 100%. 

□ According to World 
Bank statistics, Indian 
economy is the fifth largest 
in the world in terms of Pur¬ 
chasing Power Parity (PPP). 
The economies ahead of it 
were: USA, China, Japan and 
Germany. However, in con¬ 
ventional terms of Gross 
National Product (GNP), 
India's economy is ranked 
13 th. 

□ The Telecom Regula¬ 
tory Authority (TRAI) an¬ 
nounced new telecom rates 
effective from April 1, 1999, 
more in alignment with global 
rates. STD rates were reduced 
by up to 45% and ISD rates up 
to 55%. Monthly rentals were 
increased. Rentals for cellular 
phones were increased from 
Rs 156 to Rs 600 per month but 
airtime price reduced to Rs 6 
per minute. 

□ Commerce Minister 
Ramakrishna Hegde launched 
the India Brand Equity Fund 
(IBEF) with an initial corpus 
of Rs 103 crore, with the pri¬ 
mary objective to make the 
"Made in India" label a sym¬ 
bol of quality all over the 
world. 

□ The Ninth Plan (1997- 
2002) was modified and 
approved by the government. 
The target of annual economic 
growth rate was scaled down 
from 7 per cent to 6.5 per cent 
because of die slowdown of 
the economy. It envisages a 
growth rate of 7 per cent for 
the next three years of the Plan, 


considered unrealistic because 
of the slowdown. 

□ Non Resident Indians 
(NRIs) invested Rs 7400 crore 
in the country during 1991-98. 
FDI approvals were Rs 8163 
crore between 1991 and 1998, 
which means about 90% of 
them had translated into actual 
projects. 

□ Indian companies went 
overboard while latching on to 
the Cricket World Cup '99. 
Huge campaigns were created 
and schemes offered to 
consumers. The Indian team 
did not even reach the semi¬ 
finals but the companies had a 
field day in promoting their 
products. 


Fixing the Y2K bug 



The world scrambled to fix 
the Y2K problem, the problem 
caused by the fact that 
computers used a two-digit 
field to record the year. When 
the year changes to 2000, the 
computer would just show '00' 
and mistake the date to be 
1900 and not 2000. It was ex¬ 
pected that many financial and 
electronic systems would 
grind to a halt as the year 
changed. 

India reaped a bonanza 
because of the problem. Its 
qualified software manpower 
found easy jobs in companies. 
Some Rs 2,000 crore was 
being spent to tide over die 
crisis. 

■ 
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Defence 

On December 20,1998, the 
government sacked Navy 
Chief Vishnu Bhagwat for "de- 
liberate defiance" of the 
system of Cabinet control over 
die defence forces. He became 
die first defence services Chief 
to have been thrown out of his 
job. Bhagwat than made alle¬ 
gations against Defence Min¬ 
ister George Fernandes and the 
sacking snowballed into a 
major controversy with the 
Opposition parties criticising 
the decision and demanding 
that he be reinstated. AIADMK 











□ In order to check the abuse of public Interest litigation, the 
Supreme Court ruled that- the public must bB compensated if a 
prelect meant to,benefit it became costlier or got delayed due to 
the court's IpWim order. 

Q The Supreme Court ordered a ban on registration of private 
noncommercial vehicles without Euro-H emission norms, in the 
Natiohal Capital Region (NCR) from April 1, 2000, to check the 
growing pollution. Besides this, registration of only 1500 diesel 
and petrol,-Vehicles a month, from June 1, 1999 til) March 31, 
2000, wds allowed, if these-conformed to Euro-I norms. The 
government had earlier notified-that Euro-11 ftorms would be 
applicable by 2006 but with the judgement, vehicle manufacturers 
would have to advance production of Euro4l vehicles. 

Q The Supreme Ccjurt ruled that both mother and father 
would be treated as natural guardian of their minor child, under the 
Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, In separate petitions, author 
Gdeta Hariharen and social activist Vsndana Shiva had challenged, 
Section 6IA) of the Act which recognised only the fathpr as a 
child's natural guardian. , _ 

Q The Supreme Court acquitted 19 of the 26 accused in the 
Rajiv-Gandhi assassination, and commuted the death sentence of 
three to life imprisonment. Capital punishment was upheld on the* 
four accused: Nalini, Murugan. Santhan and Arivu. 

□ The Supreme Court' ruled that each incident of sexual 
harassment at the workplace is a violation of the fundamental 
right to gender equality and the right to life and liberty. It said that 
physical contact was not an essential factor to charge a male 
colfeague with molestation. 


leader Jayalalitha demanded 
the resignation of Defence 
Minister Fernandes and made 
it an issue to withdraw sup¬ 
port to the Vajpayee govern¬ 
ment, which ultimately lost the 
vote of confidence in Parlia¬ 
ment. 

On April 11, 1999, India 
successfully tested the sophis¬ 
ticated Agni-II Intermediate 
Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM), 
showing that it had proven 
nuclear and missile capabili- 
hes. It demonstrated the 
launch capability and the fact 
that it could be moved 
anywhere, including rugged 
areas. . 

An armed forces tribunal, 
for speedy redressal of griev¬ 
ances of Army, Navy and Air 


Force personnel was planned 
to be set up by the Law Mmis- 
try. It would be presided over 
by either a retired High Court 
Chief Justice or a retired Su¬ 
preme Court judge. The tribu¬ 
nal would have six benches, 
with the principal bench lo¬ 
cated in New Delhi. The need 
for such a tribunal had been 
felt for long because of the high 
incidence of service personnel 
seeking redressal from the 
courts. 

■ 

State of the 
Economy 

The news on the economic 
front for foe past year has been 
discouraging. The economy 


was reeling under a severe 
slowdown. Companies re¬ 
ported dismal results and the 
government found itself in an 
unenviable position where its 
revenues were stagnant but 
expenditure was out of control. 
Brave words by Finance 
Minister Yashwant Sinha failed 
to perk up markets. 

The Economic Survey 
showed a gloomy picture. The 
results of foe corporate sector 
showed that profits had de¬ 
clined in all but a few sectors. 
The survey thus called for fis¬ 
cal discipline and a second 
round of reforms. 

It said that capital markets 
had remained subdued during 
the period, infrastructure 
performance had declined and 
the Central government 
finances continued to be under 
stress: the total expenditure 
was an uncontrolled Rs 267,927 
crore in 1998-99, which was 
expected to increase to Rs 
309.044 crore next year. The 
primary deficit was Rs 16,025 
crore and the fiscal deficit Rs 
91,025 crore. These were ex¬ 
pected to increase to Rs 16,955 
crore and Rs 104,955 crore re¬ 
spectively. Government 
spending was out of control, 
leading to the mess in 
government finances. Despite 
some signs of economic 
recovery, severe fiscal i 
problems remained; among 
them: the burgeoning fiscal 
deficit, revenue deficit, unpro¬ 
ductive expenditure and un¬ 
sustainable subsidies. 

The only silver lining was 
agriculture and allied sectors, 
which was expected to grow 
at 5.3%, boosting economic 
growth rate to an estimated 
5.8% during 1998-99. Growth 
in trade, hotels, transport and 
communications accelerated 
from 5.7% in 1997-98 to 6.8% 
in 1998-99. Growth in manu¬ 


facturing slipped to 5.7%. 

Budget 1999-2000: Tire 

budget, unveiled on February 
27,1999, was seen as an aver¬ 
age budget which imposed 
surcharges and slapped a flat 
cess on all imports. It was 
setback to foe reforms process; 
leaving the economy more 
protected than it was before. It 
appeared that despite foe talk 
of reforms, successive finance 
ministers were simply unable 
to shed their socialist, 
Nehruvian thinking of the 
past. The two main 
suggestions of foe Economic 
Survey—fiscal discipline and 
a second round of reforms— 
were quietly ignored. 

The total expenditure in 
1998-99 went up by a whop¬ 
ping Rs 50,000 crore over last 
year, as a result of which foe 
fiscal deficit was 6.5% of GDP 
against foe target of 5.6%. The 
fiscal deficit target has been 
kept at 6% for next year, 
though a change in budget 
accounting helped the 
government to show foe deficit 
as an impressive 4.4%. 

Excise and customs duties 
were simplified. The number 
ot excise duties were reduced 
from 11 to 3, with a mean rate 
of 16%. To ensure that there 
was no shortfall in tax collec¬ 
tions, the Finance Minister put 
1 a surcharge to keep excise tar¬ 
iffs on certain goods like auto¬ 
mobiles at the existing rate of 
40%. The mean rate of 16% was 
the same advised by Kautilya 
as shadbhaga, which means a 
sixth or 16%. 

As part of foe package to 
boost housing, the budget pro¬ 
posed that interest paid on 
loans for self-occupied prop¬ 
erty be exempt from tax up to 
a ceiling of Rs 75,000, foe cur¬ 
rent ceiling being Rs 30,000. 
Housing finance companies 
would be taxed on their actual 
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income, not the amount that 
accrued to them Companies 
purchasing houses for their 
employees would be entitled 
to a di predation rate of 40'\. 
up from 20% 

A gold deposit scheme was 
intioduced, undrr which a 
person could deposit his gold 
m a bank and obtain a nominal 
interest bcaung bond 
Jewellery was exempted from 
this scheme, so only people 
holding gold biscuits could 
avail of it If the scheme does 
well, gold imports would be 
reduced and there would be a 
saving of foreign exchange 
But the scheme was seen as 
flawed and unlikely to create 
anv impact 

The defence budget was 
modestly hiked by Rs 4,494 
crore to Rs 45,694 crore for 
1999-2000, representing a 11% 
increase over last year Wide 
ranging concessions were 
granted to the information 
technology sector 

Ignored for long, the agri¬ 
cultural si i tor received some 
attention this time A national 
movement for watershed de¬ 
velopment with the active in 
volvement of gram panchayats, 
local groups and NGOs would 
be launched during the >ear 
A watershed development 
fund with matching Central 
assistance would be set up 
with NABARD to cover 100 
priority districts during the 
next three years Allocation for 
the Rural Infrastructure Devel¬ 
opment bund (RIDF) was 
raised by Rs 500 crore to Rs 
3,500 crore Kisan cncht cards 
would be extended to 20 lakh 
farmers, up from 6 lakh farm 
ers A provision of Rs 168 crore 
for recapitalisation of regional 
rural banks was made The 
year 1999-2000 was declared as 
the 'y ear the grow sabha" 
and Rs 50 crore marked for de- 


veloping wasteland and 
degraded land for the use of 
people belonging to the 
backward classes under the 
supervision of gram panchayats 

Recognising the need to 
control government expendi¬ 
ture, the finance Minister 
eliminated four secretarial 
posts bmha also proposed to 
constitute an expenditure fi¬ 
nance commission for reducing 
the government's administra¬ 
tive structure The fiscal deficit 
for 1999-2000 was expected to 
be Rs 89,713 crore The total ex¬ 
penditure was estimated to be 
Rs 2,84,003 crore and net rev¬ 
enue receipts Rs 1,73,205 crore 
After taking into account Rs 
10,000 crore from disinvest¬ 
ment of equity in public sector 
undertakings, the fiscal deficit 
of Rs 89,713 crore is left, which 
is very high 

Recovery in sight: After 
the prolonged slowdown, 
things started looking up in the 
economy Corporates reported 
better results m the second half 
of 1999 Good news also came 
from the agricultural front 
foodgrain production was es¬ 
timated at 200 88 million 


Controversies 


After almost five years, foe 
Supreme Court allowed con* 
struebon of the Narmada dm. 
Construcbon had been stopped 
after a stay order had been 
granted In June 1995, following 
a petition by Medba Patkar's 
Narmada Bachao Anddan. The 
Court also allowed raising the 
dam’s height to 85 metres from 
the present 80,3 metres. 

Deepa Mehta's film, Flra, 
which dealt with a love affair 
between two women* |»mef&< 
ateiy offended tie eehsWWee 
of Ihe moral pofce. Erosion Of 
values, degradation ct cMtut* 

• i 


s* 




India took a step towards achieving self- 
reliance in space technology with die eut* 
cessfuf launch of the Polar Satellite launch 
Vehicle (PSLV-C2) from Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh on May 26, 1996. It placed three 
satellites in orbit-1RS-P4 (Oceapsat) and two 
micro satellites from Korea and Oermany 
(Kitsat-3 and DlfUTubaat). These were the 
first foreign satellites launched by an Indian 
rocket India could now break into 



Its-capability. Cither arise bould be exploited' 
ae well, Including remote- sensing imagery, 
satellite systems and communication 

satellite*. 

tonnes for 1998-99 Agricul¬ 
tural production had dipped to 
194 million tonnes in 1997-98 
Wheat production for the year 
was put at 70 63 million tonnes 
and rice at 84 48 million 
tonnes, agamst the figures of 
65 90 and 82 30 million tonnes 
respectively, for the previous 
year 

A buoyant stock market 
and improved corporate prof¬ 
itability added to hopes that 
the recession was lifting But 
continuing political uncer- 



and other reasons were cited to 
atop screening of the film. Intel- per cent women aSTnemhef* 

(actuals, on the Other hand, of ParllamertM&ut flaw 
organised cartdlefight marches faded. The Bdpr 
in support of the film, and too .faded 


The Shiv Sene op 
Bfwem< gn 


Oh theatres wf 

fftlnformatfohiifidBroai 
MANaqVfserttf»fftnba$k}o 
the Censor Board for a review. 




SWbe 1996, 'eucOtaiK. 
gbvermhanta/hate frtW & j 
mwjink 

» j * G * V 
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tainty and the border conflict 
with Pakistan could still take 
its toll on an already battered 
economy. 


Reforms and 
liberalisation 

□ The reforms process in 
the country was virtually at a 


On May 10,1999, the Madias High Court allowed the framing 
of charges against AIADMK leader Jayalalitha and 10 others 
in the TANSI land deal case. Charges had already .'been framed 
against her in the Rs 10-crore.colour TV scam and the Rs 66 
crore disproportionate wealth case. She had pleaded that the 
judge was inclined towards the prosecution, but the Court 
rejected the plea. The other accused in the case vvere Sasikala 
Natarajah and T.R. Sreenivasan, former managing director of 
the Tamil Nadu Small Industries Corporation (TANSI).' Land 
wad allegedly, purchased from TANSI.^y^he. former; Chief . 
Minister and her friend-at prices far-oelpWr market prices^ 
through manipulation. The Tamil. Nadu government consti¬ 
tuted three special courts to try corruption cases against 
Jayalalitha; she appealed to the Supreme Court but her appeal 
was dismissed. The Tamil Nadu government had alloceted 46 
corruption cases against her and.her former colleagues and on 
April 30, a notification had been issued to set up the specie) 
courts. In February, the BJ.P government! In an effort to ap¬ 
pease her, had transferred three cases against her to the ses¬ 
sions, court but the Supreme. Court overturned th^ decision 
also. , ■' 

'The :special court -set up for the multicrore,securities 
scandaf that, rocked financial markets in 1991-92, convicted' 
Hiten Dalai and8f^t)iere iiithe caserelating toloss: ofRa;373 
crore/t^^Q|i^^,rU^.l^an6i^ ServiciM (Cainfihtat. '** 
''..Th^Aif^a^rtd^’pPMca;uhc^^an;|ddf>!ddftr#&f;' 
where''.saite'rj|teaBSri^ 

b uying.fhfahti|6iil : frob the* Lambada Tribals foL-Ratf^Odjand; 


) 



SCANDALS 


standstill during the year with 
a minority government unable 
to muster support to affect the 
necessary legislation. One ca¬ 
sualty was the Insurance Regu¬ 
latory (IRA) Bill, which was 
introduced in the Lok Sabha in 
its winter session, but was 
referred to a Joint Select Com¬ 
mittee for further discussions. 
The non-Congress parties op¬ 
posed the Bill, but the support 
of the BJP and the Congress 
ensured that it was tabled. 
Later, the Congress had doubts 
over some clauses of the Bill 
and insisted that a parliamen¬ 
tary panel look into all the pro¬ 
visions. 

0 A new telecom policy 
was announced to boost pri¬ 
vate participation in the sec¬ 
tor. The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI) was 
assigned an arbitration role, 
review of opening of interna¬ 
tional long distance telephony 
to private competition by 2004 
and corporatisation of the 
telecom department by 2001. 
Existing contracts for cellular 
and basic operators on pre¬ 
vailing license fee would con¬ 
tinue. 

□ Commerce Minister 
R.K. Hegde announced a 
modified export-import policy 
for 1999-2002. The government 
put 894 items in open general 
license, while 414 items can be 
imported under Special Import 
License. Only 667 items were 
left on the restricted list. The 
duty exemption scheme was 
made more user-friendly, ser¬ 
vices were given export house 
status, and Export Processing 
Zones were converted to Free 
Tirade Zones. The policy was a 
step to liberalise foreign trade 
and remove restrictions. 

Q The government de¬ 
cided to allow companies, with 
80 per cent Indian equity, free 
uplinking facility on C-band. 


7* ■ AUGUST WEOOMPETITXW MASTER 


Uplinking through VSNL 
was no longer mandatory for 
broadcasting companies and 
thus the monopoly of VSNL 
to provide uplinking 
facilities, was brought to an 
end. 

□ The government 
cleared the privatisation of 
Indian Airlines by allowing it 
to raise funds from the capital, 
markets through an Initial 
Public Offering (IPO). The re¬ 
structuring proposal, based on 
the recommendations of the 
Kelkar Committee, was 
cleared by the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA). 

O The government 
cleared corporatisation of five 
airports at Mumbai, New 
Delhi, Calcutta, Chennai and 
Bangalore, so that they could 
go in for joint ventures to 
upgrade their facilities. 

O On January 5, 1999, 
the government promulgated 
an ordinance to allow com¬ 
panies tq buy back their 
shares. Besides allowing 
buyback of 25% of the paid 
up capital and free reserves, 
the ordinance allowed 
freedom to companies to 
issue sweat equity, make 
inter-corporate investments 
and extend loans without 
government permission. 


The States 

Punjab celebrated 300 
years of the Khalsa Panth from - 
April 13,1999. The focus of foe 
tercentenary celebrations was ' 
on Anandpur Sahib. Lakhs of 
pilgrims visited foe city, which 
was given a facelift. The 
Golden Temple was spruced 
up wifo a new coat of gold. Do¬ 
mestic politics in foe State, 
however, continued to be as ac* 
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□ The UNICEF report, "State of the World's Children— 
1999* said that Indie would be the world's most illiterate nation 
by 2000 It pointed out that India allocates just 3% of its GNP 
on education and the projected allocation of 6.1% has never 
been achieved. The country has the maximum number of school 
dropouts, while two-thirds of the total number of illiterates in 
the country were women. 

□ A study by the Planning Commission showed that States 
with the highest per capita incomes were spending the lefcst 
proportion of their domestic product on education Punjab spent 

2 63 per cent of its domestic product on education in 1996-97, 
while the figures for other States were Maharashtra 2 93%, UP 

3 75%, West Bengal 3.18%. Other States with lass domestic 
product, spent comparatively more: the figures for Kerala were 
6.32%, Assam 6.6% and Tripura 12 13%. As a whole, India 


spends 3 8% of its GDP on education. 

0 The National Utarafcy MtssiptUNlM) made 72,56 mil¬ 
lion people functionally literate A sum of Rs 531 15 crore was 
spent under the schemes of the NLM. It aims to make 100 
million people functionally literate m the age group of 15-35 
years, in a time-bound manner 

0 The National Sample Survey, 1997 pointed out that 
Mizoram had replaced Kerala as India's most literate State 
Mizoram's literacy stood at 95 per cent against Kerala's 
93 per cent The all-India average Improved to 62 per 
cent from 52 2 per cent in 1991 Kerala had long held the 
position of being the most literate State but bad economic 
policies had pushed it dowh into poverty. Bihar with 49% 
literacy and Orissa with 51%, were the least literate States 
in the country 


i 


rimonious as ever Senior 
leaders of the Shiromam Akali 
Dal (SAD), Chief Minister 
Prakash Singh Badal and 
Gurrharan Singh lohra, fought 
with each other Tohra was re¬ 
moved as president of the 
Shiromam Gurdwara Pra- 
handhak Committee (SGPC) 
but on Maj 'Ml, 1W he took 
over as president of a new 
Akali Dal 

On February 12, 1999, 
President s rule was imposed 
in Bihar because of the declin¬ 
ing law and order situation m 
the State The BJP could get the 
Lok Sabha to ratify the 
du ision as the C ongrtss put a 
road block and it could not be 
approved in the Rajya Sabha 
where the ruling coalition was 
in a minority As a result, on 
Match 8, Piesidcnt s rule was 
rccoked and the Rabri Devi 
government reinstated the 
next day This was the first 
time in the history of India 
that Central rule had been 
revoked The political drama 
hid the sordid state of affairs 
on March 18, 1999, 34 
Bhumihars were killed in 
Scnan Caste toll m Bihar 
went up to 80 in the first ten 
weeks of 1999 alone 

The declining law and 
order situation in Maha¬ 
rashtra forced the State to 


promulgate an ordinance 
against organised crime The 
Maharashtra Control of 
I Organised Crime Ordinance, 
1 1999 came into force after the 
President signed it on 
February 12, 1999 It 

permitted the police to take 
action against those involved 
I in organised crime as also to 
record threats issued on 
telephone or mobile phones 
and use them as evidence 
against the criminals 

7he longest sere ing Chief 
Minister of Orissa, J B 
Patnaik, resigned under direc¬ 
tions of Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi The party 
wanted to own moral respon¬ 
sibility for the spate of violent 
killings and attacks on Chris¬ 
tians m the State Gindhar 
Gamang took charge as the 
new Chief Minister of the 
State 

Elections were held in 
Goa on June 6,1999 and Con¬ 
gress was elected back to 
power, winning 21 out of 40 
Assembly seats Luizinho 
( Falciro was sworn in as the 
Chief Minister of the State The 
BJP increased its tally from 4 
to 10 Goa became the first 
State to use Flectronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) for all the 
seats in Assembly ejections 
i Larlier, on November 26,1998, 


the government led by Wilfred 
D'Sou/a of Goa Rajiv Congress 
had collapsed following resig¬ 
nation of three ministers 

Chief M,mster of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Gegong 
Apang, who had been at the 
helm of affairs for 19 years, 
was voted out of office when 
his Arunathal Congress lost a 
\ote ot confidence in the State 
assembly on January 18,1999 
Former Forests Minister 
Mukut Mithi was sworn in as 
the fourth Ghief Minister ot the 
State 

Assembly elections were 
held m four States—Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi and 
Mizoram—on November 25, 
1998 The results showed a 
verdict in favour of the Con¬ 
gress it won a two-third ma¬ 
jority in Rajasthan and Delhi 
and a simple majority in 
Madhya Pradesh In Mizoram, 
the MNF-led alliance defeated 
the Congress Digvijay Singh 
was retained as Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh for the 
second time, Delhi Pradesh 
Congress President Sheila 
Dixit was sworn m as the new 
Chief Munster, Ashok Gehlot 
became Chief Minister m 
Rajasthan and MNP President 
Zoramthanga took over in 
Mizoram 

In Nagaland, on Novem¬ 


ber 19, 1998 the government 
announced a unilateral cease 
fire and suspension ot opera 
tions against the militant 
group, National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN) 
for a period ot two months 
beginning November 15 It 
was hoped that the NSCN 
would auept tin hum tire 
l and join the peace process 

m 

Legislation 

The Patents Amendment 
Bill, 1998, was passed in the 
Rajya Sabha during the vv mtci 
session, despite the opposition 
of Left and JD members Dif- i 
ferences surfaced within the 
ruling BJP as well as m the 
Congress and the Bill could not 
be passed m the Lok Sabha Oi 
January 5, 1999, the Union 
Cabinet approved the promul 
gation of the ordinance 
amending the Patents Act 1970 
on the lines of the Patents 
(Amendment) Bill 1998 Tin 
Bill was laSSr passed m the Lok 
Sabha as well, and would 
allow exclusive marketing 
rights for foreign pharmaceu¬ 
ticals and agrochemicals The 
WTO had given April 19 as the 
deadline for amending thd 
patents legislation 
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A World in Trouble 


Asia 


By 1999 the relative calm of the 1990s had given way to a sea of trouble all 
across the world. The NATO alliance went to war against Yugoslavia to stop the 
ethnic cleansing of Albanians undertaken by the Serbs. In Asia, the economic 
turmoil resulted in loss of jobs and great hardship which had given way to social 
and political instability as well. Indonesia and Malaysia ivitnessed civil unrest 
and noting. Nuclear non-proliferation look a backseat as disclosures in USA 
showed that China had stolen nuclear secrets for several years. India and Pakistan 
confronted each other over Kashmir, while Russia moved on from crisis to crisis. 
The USA was obsessed with a scandal that impeached President Clinton; the 
country was shocked when its embassies were bombed by terrorists. The whole 
world seemed to be unstable in the last 12 months. 



Fallout of the 
Nuclear Tests 

On November 13, 1998, 
the UN General Assembly ap¬ 
proved a draft resolution re¬ 
buking India and Pakistan's 
underground tests conducted 
m May, 1998. There were ob¬ 
jections from both countries 
but the resolution was adopted 
by a vote of 98 to 6, with 31 
abstentions, all from non- 
aligned countries. The resolu¬ 
tion was sponsored by 
Australia, Canada and New 
Zealand. India termed the 
resolution as 'coercive' and put 
forth its own proposal asking 
the five nuclear weapon States 
to take immediate steps to 
reduce the risk of uninten¬ 
tional and accidental use of 
nuclear weapons. The 
resolution got wide support 
and was adopted by 68 votes 
to 44, with 12 abstentions. 


India lashed out at the 
hypocrisy of the nuclear 
weapon States—while they 
asked the rest of the world to 
show nuclear restraint, they 
were unwilling to reduce their 
nuclear arsenals 

Farher, on August 4,1998, 
Prime Minister Vajpayee had 
revealed the country's nuclear 

The Kosovo Crisis 


doctrine, which had three 
main elements. These were: a) 
that India will maintain a 
minimum but credible nuclear 
deterrent, l>) that it will not use 
nuclear weapons against non¬ 
nuclear countries, and c) that 
it will not be the first to use 
nuclear weapons against 
nuclear weapon countries. 


The economic turmoil 
transformed into political cri¬ 
sis in many Asian countries. 
President Suharto fought for 
survival in Indonesia as dis¬ 
closures of corruption and 
nepotism were exposed; the 
country also faced social un¬ 
rest and violence. In Malaysia, 
people saw their former 
deputy Prime Minister go on 
trial for corruption and 
adultery. 

Malaysia watched with 
bated breath as its former 
deputy Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim went on trial on 
charges of corruption and 
sexual misconduct. The 
deputy Prime Minister was 
earlier being groomed as a suc¬ 
cessor to Prime Minister 
Mahatir Mohammad, but had 
fallen foul with the powerful 
leader. He had advocated the 
IMF's tight monetary policy 
and budget cuts to tide over 
the economic crisis but 
Mahatir disagreed The 
differences led to Anwar 
making a bid for power and 
Mahatir striking back with a 
vengeance. Anwar was jailed 
and the trial against him was 
covered extensively by the 
Western media. He was found 


T he world's attention was riveted on Kosovo, a province that lies between Serbia and 
Albania. Once an autonomous federal unit of Yugoslavia, it had been stripped away of 
its autonomy by the Serbian government. The struggle for independence resulted in 
brutal oppression and killings by the Serbs. More than 2,60,000 people were driven from their 
homes and ethnic cleansing had been going on. The Serbian security forces ruthlessly 
suppressed the ethnic-Albaman rebellion and the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). This drew 
the atteqtion of the West, which threatened President Milosevic to stop the ethnic cleansing 
or face NATO strikes. When efforts failed, NATO forces launched a ferrocious attack against 
Yuoglsavia on March 24, 1999. More than 20,000 bombs were slammed on the country. 
It took 72 days and lakhs of Albanians fled to neighbouring countries. A peace deal was finally 
arrived which resulted in withdrawal of the Serb security forces from Kosovo and some 
60,000 NATO peacekeeping troops were inducted. The world heaved a sigh of relief as the 
peace agreement was arrived at, ending a bloody conflict which had taken a heavy toll in 
terms of human lives and sufferings. ▲ 
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,, PAKISTAN; former Pakistani; Prime MiniaterBanazif,. 
Bhutto found herself in hot water: she was found guilty of 
corruption and given a five-year jail sentence by the Lahore 
High Court on April 15, 1999. Her husband, Asif Ali Zardari 
was also given a similar sentence. A fine of $ 8.6 billion was 
imposed on the couple and they were disqualified as members 
of Parliament. The court also ordered confiscation of their 
property, worth $ 600 million. Benazir,^who was abruptly 
dismissed from office in 1996, faces five other charges of 
corruption. Zardari was already in jail and tried to commit 
suicide, while Benazir was in Dubai. The Supreme Court ruled 
that’her appeal against, her conviction could not'be entertained 
>until she returned to Pakistan. 

The ruling Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.was not too' 
’ Comfortable either. The BBC broadcast a film about corruption 
' in Pakistan, putting him in bad light. He clamped down on the 
press by arresting a noted journalist, Najcm Sethi, who had 
. delivered a speech in New Delhi criticising the state of affairs 
• in Pakistan. Mr Sethi was freed on June 2, 1999 after three 
tweaks in detention. 

■$, Earlier, 'Sharif had«attempted to pass a constitutional 
i;^wdmehb> to tiring Islamic rule to Pakistan. The ; ampnd£ 
Umirit had been approved-by the lowef Hduse of Parliament' 
i’ but-lawmakers. insisted on a nation-wide, referendum. Oppo¬ 
sition leader Benazir Bhutto, criticised the attempts, saying 
^hat: Pakistan's judicial system .would become like the one 
Iif?;^Bhanl8tan.. Going bacVijn the legacy df its founding 
f4aj$er ( Jirtnah, who. wanted rtfto have d seculardemocracyi 
J^ilqitpn' wesson the road to jQhvthjB ranks oTSaudi Arabia 
;jwd-Afahanlafiwi. The Bljt.to enforce Islamic Sharia, lew wed 
^npN'Mb national Sassipbiy. v 

^ou^mehtenc^ -to deatii. 1,5' ex-milifary officials on bhargsi' 
^djF^assadsinating.ita fouridiijg' father, ShaikK Mujibur Rahman 
yWi|;jddsig['23 .years agd^^b. l dCtiorehat|.:bean takan.untR.his 
^'daughter,- Sheikh Hasina' Ied the Awami League to power in 

^1:99®i''. ,; j' •>'. •' w.. .-.'"'V 

%■'* * .'Xon^unlstn'CrtlliA'' 'todlc:bne, f :"step~aHelci .toembraciT 
vcapitalisrh. On March If, 19B9;'to Pariiamaht,-the NatfSnei; 


* to the 'private'sactei^T^n^wl^w^^^^iorfurfher' 
market liberalisation and accelerate a profound structural Shift 
in China’s economy. Premiec.Zhu Rongji had earlierrunvailed 
a plan to make State-owned enterprises profitable; restructure 
the debt-ridden banking system, halve the buteaucrvy and 
privatise the housing market. By November, 1998, it was 
clear that the country was in economic trouble. Unemployment 
rose to 200 million and there was a sharp decline in exports 
and investment. There was also mounting labour unrest in the 
country. 

War torn APGHANlSTAN came closer to , peace .as an 
agreement to share poWersyvair reached between the hard- 
' line Islamic Taliban end opposition forces, headed by former 
President Rabbani. Talks were held in Ashagabad, the capital 
of Turkmenistan, and it wa* 5 agreed that they would share 
power In the government arid legislature and release prison¬ 
ers through.,t|^i1Ufd''Cro.M^t5f';'' , ;:, > .-.', . *«'•. 

Elections were held. In ...NEPAL in. May, 1999. The 
Nepali Congress got an r at^olirtj^!Sjbrity and;w|lljx^|d,ppwer 
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guilty on all four corruption 
charges. His arrest and trial 
triggered widespread demon¬ 
strations and civil unrest in 
the country, while other 
countries criticised the action 
of the Malaysian government. 

Malaysia also faced 
trouble of another kind: a 
deadly pig virus claimed 60 
lives of farmers. Japanese en¬ 
cephalitis, a mosquito-borne 
disease, got transmitted to 


humans via pigs. The govern¬ 
ment spent more than $7.4 
million vaccinating people. 
Over 3,00500 pigs were slaugh¬ 
tered to control die disease. 

Indonesia: Suharto had 
been forced out from office and 
B.J. Habibe had taken over; but 
he did not have die legitimacy 
to rule. In November, 1998, the 
protests had multiplied, with 
people demanding that mili¬ 
tary should not be in politics. 


The generals abandoned re¬ 
straint, and soldiers shot di- 
rectly into the crowd, killing six 
and silencing chants of 
"refbrmasi", an overhaul of the 
political systam. An official 
enquiry concluded that the 
military had incited some of die 
violence and rapes that took 
place- The role of Suharto's son- 
in-law, a commander in the 
army, was investigated. 

Ethnic violence raged in 
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Indonesian Borneo and die toll 
rose to 114. Groups of Malays 
and indigenous Dayak tribes 
killed the local minority, the 



One of the greatest lead¬ 
ers of our time who succeeded 
in fighting apartheid, Nelson 
Mandela, stepped down as 
President of South Africa. He 
stepped down at the age of 80, 
to enjoy the peace and freedom 
that he had fought for. He was 
a political prisoner for 27 years 
but emerged to direct a 
remarkably peaceful transition 
from tyranny to democracy, 


Madurese. More than 2,000 
people were left homeless by 
the fighting. 


and prevented a blood bath 
when apartheid crumbled. The 
second all-race elections were 
held on June 2, 1999 and the 
ruling African National 
Congress emerged victorious; 
Thabo Mbek i was elected 
President. 

Niger President Ibrahim 
Bare Mainassara was assassi¬ 
nated on April 9,1999 by mem¬ 
bers of his personal security 
guard. He had seized power 
in 1996 after a military coup, 
but had failed to give hope to 
the country, one of the poorest 
in the world. There had been 
unrest in the country as the 
Supreme Court had annulled 
the elections and ordered a 
new round of voting ■ 



rope made a historic 
switchover to a new currency, 
the Euro. The currency was 
adopted by 11 nations, which 
merged their currencies into 
the Euro. These nations were: 
Austria, Belgium, Finland, 
France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Nether¬ 
lands, Portugal and Spain. 
These countries formed the 
European Monetary Union 
(EMU) to have the common 
currency and a common bank, 
die European Central Bank. 

But all was not well. Scan¬ 
dal erupted in the European 
Union (EU) when 20 of its 
Commissioners resigned as 


charges of corruption and mis¬ 
management were made 
against diem. An independent 
report had accused the Com¬ 
missioners of losing control 
over the Brussels bureaucracy 
and listed several examples of 
nepotism and favouritism in 
appointments and granting of 
contracts. 

Scotland elected its first 
Parliament in three centuries, 
giving the largest share of seats 
of Prime Minister Tony Blair's 
Labour Party, but not enough 
for outright control. Labour 
had pledged a separate 
Scottish Parliament in its 
election manifesto, but the 
Conservatives had argued that 
it would lead to Britain's 
break-up. England has been 
united with Scotland since 
1707. The results of the 
elections showed that the 
majority of the five million 
Scots were content with a 
degree of self-government 


with UK and did not want 
complete independence, as 
demanded by the Scotland 
National Party (SNP). 

Russia: The Lower House 
of Parliament in Russia, the 
Duma, failed to impeach Presi¬ 
dent Boris Yeltsin. Five charges 
were brought against him: his 
role in dissolving the Soviet 
Union, the dissolution of Par¬ 
liament in 1993, the war in 
Chechnya, disintegration of 
Russia's military forces and 
unleashing of market forces. 
None of the charges could get 
the two-thirds majority re¬ 
quired to indict the Russian 
leader. Yeltsin responded by 
firing Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov Sergei Stepashin 
was appointed as the new 
Prime Minister—the country's 
fourth in one year 

The country's political 
troubles were almost as great 
as its economic crisis; its 
economy crashed and it des¬ 
perately looked for IMF funds. 
There was great hardship and 
crime increased in the country. 
The IMF delayed the loan of 
$4.3 billion as the country was 
unable to implement the anti- 
inflationary policies and 
enforce better tax collections. 
As a result, the financial 
situation went from bad to 
worse and even the IMF loan 
was unable to bail the country 
out of the economic crisis. 

On December 16,1998, the 
French National Assembly 
approved a constitutional 
amendment giving women 
more power The Bill added an 
article to the French consti¬ 
tution which stated that the 
law favoured equal access to 
men and women to mandates 
and positions, which meant 
that there would be positive 
discrimination through legis¬ 
lation on political, economic 
and social matters. ■ 


The Middle East ** 


Israel's 


defeated Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu's Likud Party in the elec¬ 
tions held on May 17, 1999. 
Netanyahu had halted the 
peace process and had alien¬ 
ated many supporters, which 
had not worked well with the 
electorate Barak, on the other 
hand, is the follower of Yitzhak 
Rabin, who started the peace 
talks. With Barak's victory, it 
was expected that the Middle 
East peace process would start 
once again. 

Earlier, Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu had 
threatened to annex parts of 
the West Bank if the 
Palestinians failed to carry out 
their obligation under the 
Wye River peace accord. 
Later, the agreement was 
suspended in view of the hard 
line taken by Netanyahu. 

Iraq: Tension was esca¬ 
lated several times with the 
refusal of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to allow UN 
weapons inspectors into the 
country. The US threatened to 
use military intervention after 
Hussein banned the Ameri¬ 
cans in the UN team 
monitoring Iraq's chemical 
and biological weapons 
potential. Air strikes were 
planned on November 14, 
1998, but stopped just two 
hours before they were to be 
launched. Iraq agreed to coop¬ 
erate at the last minute and 
thus a crisis was averted. But 
UN weapons inspectors were 
forced to pull out the next 
month as die country refused 
to cooperate and allow them 
full access. On December 16, 


Labour 
Party 
leader 
E h u d 
Barak 


77 ■ AUGUST 199* ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 


SPECIAL M m I \Si.\ ) 


the US and UK started sus¬ 
tained air assault against Iraqi 
military targets, which 
stopped after four days. The 
strikes were the largest that US 
had undertaken since the 1991 
Gulf War, but the timing of the 
assault came under attack, 
since it was held on the eve of 
the vote on Clinton's impeach¬ 
ment. 

Jordan: King Hussein of 
Jordan, the moderating influ¬ 
ence m the volatile Middle East 
peace process and a votary of 
Arab reconciliation, died on 
February 7,1999 alter a seven- 
month battle against cancer. 
He was 63 His son, Crown 
prince Abdullah, was named 
heir apparent by the ailing 
king. Hussein had played a 
key role in defining the 
region's history, by working 
ceaselessly to bring bitter en¬ 
emies to the negotiating table. 

Palestine: On February 3, 
1999, Yasser Arafat completed 
three decades as leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organi¬ 
sation (PLO). He transformed 
the group, from an Egyptian 
client group to an intrinsically 
Palestinian movement. He 
opted for a direct confrontation 
with Israel and was a militant 
leader, but later chose the path 
of peace through negotiations. 
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USA ^ 

Prcsi-^' 
dent Clinton 
became the , 
second Presi- '■ 
dent of USA in 
history to be 
impeached. On 
December 11, 1998, the 
House of Representatives Ju¬ 
diciary Committee voted to 
impeach Clinton and remove 
him from office for perjury and 
obstruction of justice. On De¬ 
cember 20, the full House of 


VU 


Representatives voted to im¬ 
peach him. He had earlier 
agreed to pay Paula Jones 
$85,000 to drop her sexual ha¬ 
rassment suit, ending a 
lengthy legal battle that had 
spurted the impeachment 
proceedings against him. Jones 
had alleged that Clmton had 
made a crude advance in a 
room at a hotel Clinton denied 
the allegations and her lawsuit 
had been dismissed He, 
however, admitted to sexual 
relations with a White House 
intern, Monica Lewinsky. The 
relentless prosecutor, Kenneth 
Starr, pursued the case but the 
American public lost interest 
and Clmton survived, against 
all odds. 

Domestic scandal apart, 
the US was well settled in its 
role of global policeman It 
continued its peace efforts in 
the Middle East, fought terror¬ 
ism by bombing bases in 
Afghanistan and Sudan, im¬ 
posed economic sanctions 
against India and Pakistan for 
testing nuclear weapons, en¬ 
sured Iraq complied with 
weapons inspectors by 
bombing the country and led 
the NATO attack to liberate 
Kosovo 

Earlier during the year, on 
August 7,1998, simultaneous 
bombs had exploded outside 
the U5 embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania killing 227 people 
and injuring more than 4000. 
A Saudi-born millionaire, 
Osama Bin Laden, living in 
Afghanistan, was suspected to 
have been behind the attacks 
The US offered a $ 5 million 
reward for him. On August 21, 
the US retaliated by launching 
cruise missile strikes against 
alleged terrorist camps in 
Afghanistan and a chemical 
plant in Sudan. The attacks 
provoked strong protests. India 
reacted guardedly as it has been 


the victim of terrorism in 
Kashmir. However, it was not a 
global war on terrorism, as the 
US made it clear that other 
countries did not have the nght 
to do the same. 

■ 

Diplomacy 

Pakistan-Russia 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif visited Russia 
from April 21, 1999, the first 
visit by a Pakistani head of 
State to Moscow in 25 years A 
trade and economic coopera¬ 
tion pact was signed between 
the two countries. Russia made 
it clear that it would not dilute 
its stand on Kashmir There 
were differences between the 
two countries when Russia 
asked Pakistan to sign the 
i Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). The two sides 
also disagreed o\ er the war in 
Kosovo, with Pakistan sup¬ 
porting NATO, while Russia 
remained critical of it. 

China-US 

Chinese Prime Minister 
Zhu Rongji visited USA from 
April 8, 1999, the first by a 
Chinese Premier in 15 years. 
The visit was marred by earlier 
disclosures that China had 
i systematically stolen nuclear 
secrets from USA There were 
also differences over the hu¬ 


man rights record of China. 
The issue of China's entry to 
the WTO remained un¬ 
resolved. China, however, 
offered to open up its markets 
for telecom, insurance, agricul¬ 
ture, cars and other key 
sectors. The visit was^n effort 
to improv e Beijing's image and 
mend the frayed bilateral ties 
between the two coimtries 

The US House Committee 
on national security headed by 
Christopher Cox, found that 
China had stolen secrets of 
every US nuclear warhead 
made since the 1970s The in¬ 
formation was used by China 
to update its ov\ n arsenal and 
passing the data to other coun¬ 
tries. The Cox report said that 
China had some 3000 front 
companies in the USA, which 
are used for espionage The 
Chinese government de¬ 
scribed the findings as absurd 

China-Japan 

On November 25, J998, 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin 
visited Japan, to become the 
first Chinese head of State to 
visit since formal ties were 
resumed in 1972. China ex¬ 
pected to receive an apology 
for the wartime atrocities com¬ 
mitted during the brutal 1937- 
45 Japanese aggression in 
China. However, Japan re¬ 
fused to issue an apology. 


Terrorism 




•*»JLjbya handed m r twfo jsuppee&in th? bomWhgof-foe 
Pan Am flight in ;i 988 which crash6d ; over Lflokerbtp lri'.Scat- . 


a result, the UN removed the sanctions ; imposed oh Libya 
since 1992. This came as a considerable relief,to.the regime ' 
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Relations between the two 
tountries could not progress 
^ ind the summit was described 
as a failure 

Russla-Japan 

On November 14, 1998, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
and Japanese Prime Minister 
keizo Obuchi signed a docu¬ 
ment calling for a formal peace 
treaty between their countries 
by the year 2000 The Moscow 
declaration was signed m the 
hope of finding a solution to 
the long-standing dispute over 
Russia’s Kuril islands which 
ire claimed by Japan 

USA-lran 

Better relations between 
the two countries were in the 
offing as USA decided to drop 
its designation of Iran as the 
world's leading tenorism 
sponsoring nation In 1998, the 
USA had identified Iran as the 
most active State sponsor of 
terrorism A liberal govern¬ 
ment in Iran and improved 
relations also resulted in USA 
iclaxing trade sanctions to 
permit sale of food and medi¬ 
cines to Iran 

USA-Pakistan 

USA has long had a tilt 

Disasters 


towards Pakistan This has 
made it overlook many prob¬ 
lems that the country has tried 
to create There was evidence 
that this was changing 
slowly—on his visit to USA on 
December 4, 1998, Nawaz 
Sharif found he was not able 
to get his way He was not able 
to get the F-16 aircraft that USA 
had refused to supply because 
of Pakistan's nuclear 
programme On Kashmir, his 
attempts to make USA inter¬ 
vene proved unsuccessful as 
President Clinton ruled out 
any mediation The US de¬ 
manded that Pakistan should 
i apply pressure on Taliban to 
apprehend and hand over the 
Saudi terrorist Osama Bin 
Laden The US also wanted it 
to sign the CTB F and carry out 
structural reforms 

Further evidence of the 
US policy came when Pakistan 
desperately wanted some in¬ 
ternational support for its ac¬ 
tions in Kargil The USA 
simply asked it to withdraw 
from the intrusion Relations 
between the two countries thus 
entered a new phase and the 
impatience of USA was becom¬ 
ing evident by the day ■ 


NATO held its 50th anniver¬ 
sary summit in Washington on 
April 26, 1999, against the 
backdrop of its campaign in 
Yugoslavia Originally meant 
as an alliance to defend Europe 
from the threat of communism, 
it took on the role of global po¬ 
licing by pledging a larger and 
more flexible force to engage 
in conflicts in areas beyond the 
boundaries of its members On 
March 12, the military alliance 
had admitted three more coun¬ 
tries as members the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Po¬ 
land These former communist 
countries had been eager to 
align with Western institutions 
like the FU and NATO ever 
since they became demo¬ 
cracies 

The 10th SAARC 
Summit 

It was held m Colombo on 
July 29-31, 1998 It called for 
greater cooperation among the 
members, the setting up of a 
free trade regime by 2002 and 
for nuclear disarmament The 
summit did not achteve any¬ 
thing substantial Only two 
proposals were endorsed’ first, 
the summit called for complete 
nuclear disarmament world¬ 
wide and, second, they ex¬ 
pressed their "abhorrence" of 
economic sanctions Sri 
Lanka's President Chandnka 
Kumartunga, the current chair 
of SAARC tried to save the 
summit by proposing cultural 
networking in order to build 
relations among the countries 
The 21st SAARC foreign 
minister's conference was 
held at Nuwara Eliya, a hill 
resort in Sri Lanka The 
agenda for the next SAARC 
summit to be held in 
Kathmandu was discussed 
and finalised 


The tenth Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) meeting was held 
on November 15,1998 atKuaia 
Lumpur in Malaysia President 
Clinton did not attend because 
of the Iraq crisis and Via 
President AI Gore let the cat 
among the pigeons by praising 
the people of Malaysia who 
were trying to topple President 
Mahatir Mohammad 
Malaysia was furious over the 
references Adedarationatthe 
end of the summit pledged 
relief for debt-laden 
corporations and banks and 
stressed the need for growth 
by encouraging investment 

The 19th annual Gulf 
Cooperation Council was 

held in Mu Dhabi on 
December 7,1998 ThesixGCC 
members—Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates (UAfc), 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar and 
Bahrain—dismssed regional 
sccunty and economic issues, 
falling oil prices and other 
political issues UN Secretary 
General Koti Annan and South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela addressed the 
I summit 

The 12th Summit of 
the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) 

was held in Durban, booth 
Africa from beptember 2, 
1998 South Africa's Presi¬ 
dent Nelson Mandela, who 
took over as Chairman of the 
113-member body, caused a 
flutter when he mentioned 
that Kashmir issue be 
resolved India was quick to 
react and the statement was 
later withdrawn. During the 
summit, issues of cross 
border terrorism, global dis¬ 
armament and relevance of 


Central Arnarica experienced its worst natural 
disaster in modern history when Hyrtittane Mitch 

swept through on November 1, 1998, causing 

- - “ ,r ‘ 
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the Non-Aligned Movement 
were discussed The Durban 
declaration called for 
universal, non-discrimina- 
tory nuclear regime and ac¬ 
cepted India's proposal for 
an international conference 
in 1999 to work for complete 
elimination of weapons of 
mass destruction 

UN Climate 
Conference 

Diplomats from 170 coun¬ 
tries met for the UN Climate 
Conference m Buenos Aires in 
November, 1998 They set 2000 
as the deadline for devising 
specific strategies for imple¬ 
mentation of the 1997 Kyoto 
treaty, which had committed 
the rich nations to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
2012 The poor countries, 
mainly Brazil, China, India 
and Mexico, argued that they 
cannot comply quickly but Ar¬ 
gentina announced binding 
targets on emissions for indus¬ 
trial pollution 

Miscellany 

□ The United Nations 
hosted a meet on December 12, 
1998 to discuss the Y2K 
problem Some of the disrup¬ 
tions that could occur due to 
Y2K were discussed These are 
global cash shortages, ship¬ 
ping delays, flight disruptions 
and power breakdowns The 
meetings discussed "SWAT 
teams" that would follow up 
problems after the January 1, 
2000 deadline, and include 
international crisis teams who 
would visit countries in need 
of technical support 

□ Allegations of bribery, 
drugs and match-fixing turned 
1998 into the "year of sports 
sleaze" In Australia, customs 
officers in Sydney discovered 
a Chinese swimmer trying to 
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Round-up of 

National Awards 





Arjuna Awards, 1998: 

Twenty persons have 
been given the Arjuna Awards 
for 1997. They are: Reeth 
Abraham, athletics; Ashok 
Shandilya, billiards; Ajay Jadeja 
and Saurav Ganguly, cricket, 
Brahamanad Shankhwalkar, 
football; Harmeet Kahlon, golf; 
Harmik Singh and Surinder 
Singh Sodhi, hockey; Randhir 
Singh, kabaddt; Satendar 
Kumar and M.S. Shilpi Singh, 
shooting; Misha Grewal, squash; 
Chetan Baboor, table tennis; Asif 
Ismail, tennis; N. Laxmi and 
Paramjit Sharma, weightlifting; 
Jagdish Singh and Sanjay 
Singh, wrestling. Handicapped 
category: N. Mahadeva, athletics 
and cricket; Naresh Kumar 
Sharma, shooting. 

Ashok Chakra, 1997: 

Second lieutenant Puneet 
Dutta and LtCol Shanti Swrup 
Rana. 

B.C. Roy Award, 1998: 

Dr Devendra D. Patel of 
the Gujarat Cancer and Re* 
search Institute, for eminence 
in medical teaching. 

8.D, Ooonkn,Award, 

1997: 

Diren Bezboruah, Editor 


ot the Sentinel 

i 

Bharat Ratna, 1998: 

M.S. Subbulakshmi and 
C. Subramaniam. 

Boriaug Award: 

P Pushpangaden, director 
I of the Tropical Botanic Garden 
and Research Institute, Kerala, 
V. Arunachalam, former head 
of the genetics division on Ag- 
■ ricultural Research Institute 
and Darshan Shankar of the 
Foundation for Revitalisation 
of Local Health Traditions, 
Bangalore. 

Dadabhal Naoroji 
Memorial Award, 1997: 

Nani A. Palkhivala. 

Dayowati Modi Award, 
1998: 

Hindi poet and scholar 
Ramdarash Mishra. 

Dhanvantri Award, 1997: 

Pioneer of nuclear medi¬ 
cine in India, Ramchandra 
Dattatreya Lele of Jaslok Hos¬ 
pital. 

Dronacharya Award, 
1998: 

National junior coach 
Joginder Singh Saini. 

O.K. Roddy Memorial 
Award, 1997: 

Chief Editor of the Indian 
Express, Shekhar Gupta and 
Vartha Editor-in-Chief A.B.K. 
Prasad. 

Oandhl Peace Prim, 

1998: 

The Ramekrishne Mis¬ 
sion, for Its pioneering role in 


social and political transforma¬ 
tion through non-violence 

6.D. Birla Award for 
Scientific Research, 1996: 

Ashoke Sen of the Mehta 
Research Institute of Math¬ 
ematics and Mathematical 
Physics, Allahabad 

Gujar Mai Modi Science 
Award, 1997: 

Physicist S. Ramaseshan. 

Indira Gandhi Award, 
1997: 

Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, 
India's top nuclear scientist. 

Indira Gandhi National 
Integration Award, 1997: 

The Indira Gandhi Centre 
of Vishwa Bharati University, 
Shantiniketan. 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 
1998: ' 

For constructive social 
work: Acharya Ramamurti 
(Bihar), For application of 
science and technology to rural 
development: Dr Devendra 
Kumar (Maharashtra), For es¬ 
pousing the cause of women and 
children: social worker Dr 
Rajammal P. Devdas (Tamil 
Nadu), For promoting Gandhian 
values outside India • Kumari 
Jharandhara Choudhary 
(Bangladesh) 

Jnanplth Award, 1997: 

Urdu writer Ali Sardar 
Jafri. 

ICK. Birla Awards: 

Badminton national cham¬ 
pion P. Gopichand, weight- 
lifter Kunjarani Devi and 


j mountaineer Santosh Yadav. 

Kabir Puruskar, 1998: 

Santanu Deb Barma of 
Tripura. 

Kalinga Award, 1997: 

Dornirajan Balasubra- 
manian, director of the Centre 
| for Cellular and Molecular 
| Biology, Hyderabad. 

i Maulana Abul Kalam 
trophy: 

Guru Nanak Dev Univer¬ 
sity, Amritsar. Punjab Univer¬ 
sity finished second and Delhi 
University was third. 

Moortidevi Award: 

Hindi writer Nirmal 
Verma. 

Nehru Literacy Award, 
1998: 

Dr D.P. Patnaik. 

Outstanding 
Parliamentarian Award: 

Somnath Chatterjec. 

Padam Shrl: 

Thespian Zohra Segal, 
hockey star Pargat Singh, 
Deccan film star Mammooty, 
former tennis star Ramesh 
Krishnan, athlete Shiny Wil¬ 
son, bureaucrat Chewang 
Phunsog, Punjabi litterateur 
Gurdial Singh and art historian 
B.N. Goswami, are among the 
32 awardees of the Padam Shri. 

Podma Bhushan: 

Hindi litterateur Bhisham 
Sahani, journalist H.K. Dua, 
INA hero Gurbax Singh 
Dhillon, former Indian High 
Commissioner to the UK, L.M. 
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Singhvi, social activist Satya 
Pal Dang litterateur U R 
Anantha Murtln, cardiac sur 
geon P Venugopal, retired 
justice VM Tarkunde are 
among the 18 persons 
honoured with the Padmn 
Bhutan Award', 

Padma Vibhushan 

Jurist Nam Palkhivala, 
freedom fighter Lakshmi 
Sehgal, social worker Usha 
Mehta and hero of ANC 
struggle and associate of 
Nelson Mandela, Walter 
Sisulu 

Prem Bhatia Award 

Hansh Khare, deputy 
chief of the New Delhi bureau 
of Tlw Hindu 

Ro|a Ram Mohan Roy 
Awards: 

Educationist Matthew 
Panamkat and d nn i r Urmila 
Nagar 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award: 

Sachin Tendulkar He is 
the first u like ter to reteiv e the 
award 

Rajiv Gandhi Manav 
Sewa Award: 

Anantrai K Shah, a social 
worker 

Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavna 
Award, 1997: 

him star and forme r C on 
gress MP Suiul Dutt 

Saraswati Samman, 

1997: 

Manubhai Pancholi 
Darshak 

Shankar Puruskar, 1997: 

Krishna Narain Prasad 
'Magadha tor his work 
\'agdt i Saras,! ah 

Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Awards, 

1997 
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Kanta Chakrabarti of the Saha 
Institute of Nuclear Physics, 
Calcutta and Amitava 
Raychaudhuri of Calcutta 
University Far chemical 
snouts Kankan Bhatta- 
charya of Jadavpur 
University and Adusumilli 
Snkrishna of Indian 
Institutes of Science, Banga 
lore lor biological sciences J 
Ciowrishankar of the Centre 
for Cellular and Molecular 
Biology and K V Subba Rao 

Round-up of 


of International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology (1CGEB), Delhi 
For medical sciences Vijay 
Kumar of ICGEB and Satash 
Gupta of National Institute of 
Immunology, Delhi For engi¬ 
neering sciences Devang V 
Khakhar of Indian Institute of 
Technology, Mumbai 

Tagore Literacy Award, 
1998: 

Mahasweta Devi 


International A 


Vochoipoti Puruskar, 
1997: 

Rewa Prasad Dwivedi for 
his work, Svatanryasam- 
bhavam 

Vyas Samman, 1997: 

Kedamath Singh, # for his 
collection of poems Uttar Kabtr 
Aur Anya Kavitayen 


, Ago Khan Award, 1998: 

Three Indian projects are 
among the seven awardees 
selected for the Aga Khan 
Award for architecture They 
i are blum Networking in 
i Indore city, Lepers Hospital, 
I Choda Taluka and Vidhan 
Bhavan Bhopal The other 
awards are tor Rehabilitation 
i of Hebron town Salinger Resi¬ 
dence in Selangor in Malaysia 
Tuwaiq Palace m Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia and Alhamra 
Arts Council in Lahore, 
Pakistan 

Booker Prize, 1998: 

Ian Mclwan toi his 
novel, AmsUrdam 

Earth Day Award, 1998: 

Father Thomas Kocherry 
of Kerala Jack Wyland of the 
Iceland Lxpedition Educa¬ 
tional group, John Anderson 
an emironment reporter and 
John Todd of Ocean Arks In¬ 
terna horn I 

Fukuoka Prize, 1997: 

Historian Romila Thapar 

Gandhi Award, 1998: 

Bangladesh Piimi Mmis- 



ter Sheikh Hasina T**(*- 
award is given by Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi 
Foundation 


Gandhi 
Peace Prize, 

1997: 

German social scientist 
Gerhard Fischer 

Goldman Environmental 
Prizes, 1996: 

M C Mehta, India, A 
Ndyakira, Uganda, Albena 
Simeonova, Bulgaria, WJ 
Ballantine, New Zealand, 
Fdwm Bushllos, Mexico, and 
Marina Silva, Brazil 

| Indira Gandhi Prize for 
i Peace, Disarmament and 
i Development, 1997. 

Us “President Jimmy 
Carter 

Magsoysoy Awards, 

1998 

I or public service Sophon 


Suphapong, Presi¬ 
dent of the Bangkok 
Petroleum Ltd Forgoi>- 
emment service Adibul 
Hasan Rizvi, Pakistan 

Mother Teresa Memorial 
Award 

Baba Amte and Medha 
Patkar 

Nobel Prizes, 1998 

Literature Jose Saramago, 
Portugal Medicine Robert F 
Furchgott, Louis J Ignarroand 
Ferid Murad, of the USA 
Chemistry Walter Kohn and 
John Pople of USA Physics 
Robert C Laughhn of the 
USA, Horst L Stoermer of 
Germany and Darnel C. Tsui, 
a native of China who is an 
American citizen Economics 
Amartya Sen, the Indian 
economist working at Trinity 
College, Cambridge Peace 
John Hume and David 
Trimble, rival politicians of 
northern Ireland 

Pulitzer Prizes, 1998: 

foe foreign reporting- The 
New York Times For public ser- 
1 vice: North Dakota Daily Com- 
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mentary Award: Mike AcAlary 
of the New York Daily News. 
Breaking news award: Los An¬ 
geles Times. For investigative 
reporting: Gary Cohn and Will 
England of the Baltimore Sun. 

Right Livelihood Prize, 
1997: 

Myde Schneider (France) 
and Jinzaburo Takagi (Japan) 
in recognition of their struggle 
against the storage and trans¬ 
portation of plutonium in their 
countries; Paseph Ki-Zerbo 
(Burkina Faso), in recognition 
of his work promoting a demo¬ 
cratic and people-centred vi¬ 
sion of Africa's future; Cindy 
Duehring (USA) for her re¬ 
search and information work 
on chemical injuries; and 
Michael Succow (Germany) for 
his achievements in environ¬ 
mental conservation. 

Templeton Prize, 1997: 

Founder of the Indian 
spiritual movement, 
Pandurange Shastri Athavale. 

World Statesman Award, 
1998: 

K.R. Narayanan, Presi¬ 
dent of India. 



Round-up of 

Awanls in Entoftaiuneat 


Bimal Roy Award, 1997: 

Cinematographer Dilip Gupta, who imparted visual beauty in Bimal Roy's films. 


I 


Fllmfare Awards: 

Raja Hindustani was adjudged the best film 
and also earned awards for heart-throbs Amir Khan 
(best actor), Karishma Kapoor (best actress), 
Nadeem Shravan (best music director) and Udit 
Narayan (best male playback). The film had swept 
the popularity charts and was one of the biggest 
successes in an industry starved of hits. Manisha 
Koirala's performance in Khamoshi won her the 
critics awards for best performance. The film also 
won the critics award for best film while Kavita 
Krishnamurty bagged the best female singer award. 
The film Bandit Queen won the best director award 
for Shekhar Kapur and best cinematography award 
for ashok Mehta. Lifetime Achievement Atoards were 
given to Mumtaz and Dharmendra. 



Dadasaheb Phaike Award: 

i Raj Kumar, the Kannada film actor, producer and singer. 

| Panda Award (Green Oscar): 

Doordarshan’s series 'Living on the Edge'. The environmental series was produced by the 
brothers Nikhil and Niret Alva. 

Grammy Awards: 

Best male pop vocal: Elton John (Candle in the Wind). Best female pop vocal: Sarah McLachian. 
1 Best nno artist: Paula Cole. Album of the Year: Bob Dylan. Best male rock vocal • Bob D\ lan. Song 
the Year: Shawn Colvin. Lifetime Achievement. Mills Brothers. Best contemporaiy folk album. Bob 
Dylan. Country female vocal: Trisha Yearwood. 

Oscar Awards: 

Titanic won 11 Oscars including Best Picture, Best Director and Best Original Song (A'li/ Heart 
Will Co On). The Best Actor and Actress Award went to Jack Nicholson and Helen Hunt respectively, 
for the movie. As Good As It Gets. Kim Basinger won the Best Supporting Actress award for L A 
Confidential and Robin Williams the Best Supporting Actor Award for Good Will Hunting. 

Pblar Musk Prize: 

India's Ravi Shankar and American Ray Charles. 

Notional Film Awards: 

Swarna Kamal for best feature film: Kannada film Thai Saheb by Girish Kasaravalli. Best 
popularfilm providing wholesome entertainment: D/7 to Pagal Hai. Best director: Malyalee director 
Jayaraaj for Kaliyattam. Best actor: Balachandra Menon (Samaantharangal) and buresh Gopi 
(Kaliyattnm). Best actress: Indrani Haider and Ritupama Sengupta (Dalian). Best supporting actress: 
Karishma Kapoor for Dil to Pagal H&. Best supporting actor: Prakash Raj for Tamil film, Iruvar. 
Nargis Dutt Award for best feature film on national integration: Border, directed by J.P. Dutta. 
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Prize, 1999, it chronicles a sex 
scandal surrounding a fictional 
foreign secretary His first 
novel, Firs/ Low, Last Rites, 
won the Somerset Maugham 
Award m 1975 and The Child 
w Time, a 1987 work, won 
the VVhitl'ield \v ud 
^ An Equal Music: Wi.'ien 
, In \ikramS'th tlieno' ft 
' is expected to Lie i 
^ literal y hkxklnislet 
' An Unfinished 
Dream: Wr.thn hv 
Di Vergliese kuru n, 
architect ot India's Open, i .on 


tive advantage in the future. 
Canterbury Tales: A first 
edition of Geoffrey Chaucer's 
Canterbury Tales, printed by 
William Caxton' in 147f> or 
1477, was auctioned by 
Christie's in 1 ondon for $ 7.53 
indium I’dom'ii}' the most 

i \i i-iisl' i- |i(,»ik eu'i sold 

Difficult Daughters: A novel 
u ritten In Manju Kapur, about 
educating daughters and the 
consequences when they learn 
to think foi themselves and 
begin to question the basic 
\ nines of soui'i' 


3,00,000 by the publishers, 
Picador, the highest ever to an 
Indian author. 

Tha Corrupt Seciaty: 

I Written by Chandan Mitra, it 
is a description of corruption 
J and criminalisatkm of society 
m modem India * 

Tha Crisis of Global 
I Capitalism: Written bv the 
j billionaire financier George 
! Soros, the book savs that we 
I cannot assume the self- 
| correcting stability of the 
! global financial system. 

1 The Everest Hotal: I. Allan 


Wood which made the .ounliv 
| self-reliant in the piodurtion 
A New Deal for Asia: | of milk It is a collection of 
Written by Malaysian Prime speeches through which the 
Minister Mahathir ! story of Anand experience 

Mohammad, the book takes a , comes out. 
look whether Asia can reinvent i Ancient Indio in Historical 
itself for the next millennium t Outline: Written by 1) N iha, 
after the regional crisis it has j the book < xplodt*. several 
faced. 1 myths of history 

A Thousand Suns: Written | Baltasar and Blimunda; 
by Dominique Lipierre, it is Stone Raft: The novels written 
full of fascinating tales about by Jose Saramago, the Portugal 

his travels and exploits as top novelist vyho has won 1999 
reporter for the French maga- Nobel Prize for literature. His 
zine, Paris Match, best known novel is Stone Raft, 

A Touch of Tennis: An auto- in which the Iberian peninsula 
biography of the first tennis breaks off from Europe for 
family of the country, written supernatural reasons and floats 
by Ramanathan Krishnan and j off into the Atlantic. 

Ramesh Krishnan. I Betrayal: Written by Bill 

Acroes Borders: Former J Gertz, a reporter of the Wash- 
foreign secretary J.N. Dixit ington Times, it has many das- 
traces fifty years of India's sified US documents that 
Foreign Policy and says that divulge many secrets and 
the country has managed its presents a critical account of 
foreign policy with practical- Clinton administration's 
ity and good sense. security policy. 

Adiwitiyo Amortya Business—The Speed of 
(Unparalleled Amortya): Thought: Written by Bill 
The first book in Bengali on Gates with Collin Hemingway, 
Amartya Sen’s life, by Pranati the famous chairman of 
Bandyopadhyay and N. Microsoft says that only 
Mukhopadhyay. managers who master the 

Amsterdam: Written by Ian digital nervous system of an 
McEwan, winner of the Booker organisation will gain competi- 


It's Always Possible: Kiran Scaly's new novel is about a 
i Bedi writes about her term in once elegant hotel, now a 

i Tihar jail, exposing how apa- home for the destitute run by 

thy makes life in the jail a nuns. It takes an ethereal look 
nightmare I at India consumed by 

i Lahore - Portrait of a Lost decline 
1 City: Written by Indian jour- The Ground Beneath Her 
nalist Som Anand and pub- Feet: The new novel by 
Iishedbv a Pakistani publisher, | Salman Rushdie, which has 
the hook savs that Lahore vvms created a controversy as 
j famous for its glamour and reviewers have said that it is 
cultural achievements but its disappointing to read. 

| degeneration began with par- The Politics of Crime and 
tition. Communal harmony Corruption: Former CBI Of* 
| gave way to religious hatred. ficer N.K. Singh joins the list 
Polyster Prince: The biogra- of bureaucrats writing about 
phy of Dhirubhai Ambani by crime and corruption. 

, Hamish McDonald. The The Tunnel of Time: The 
! Ambanis moved court against autobiography of the famous 
j the publication of the book. cartoonist, R.K. Laxman. 

| Poverty and Famines: The Ulysses: James Joyce's novel, 
| path-breaking book by 1999 an epic story about one man's 
Nobel Prize winner for eco* Journey during a single day in 
nomics, Amartya Sen in which Dublin, Ireland, has been 
he has studied famines in In- unanimously selected by a 
dia, Bangladesh, Ethiopia and panel as the best English novel 

Saharan countries and found of the century, 
that shortage of food is not Vlshwabohu Parashuram: 
always the cause of catastrophe. Written by Dr«-Vishwambhar 

Tho Bluo Bodsproad: A Nath Upadhyaya, winner of 
novel by Raj Kamal Jha which the Bihari Puruskar, the novel 
tells a tale of hope, violence is a vivid description of society, 

and despair set in Calcutta, culture and history during (He 
The book created history Rigvedk times, 
because the author was paid 

an advance of more than $ ■ 
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Anand, Adarsh Sen: 

The new Chief Justice of 
India, he succeeded M.M. 
Punchhi on October9,1998. He 
was appointed additional 
judge of the J&K High Court 
in 1975 and confirmed as 
permanent judge the following 
year. He was the first Indian 
to be awarded the fellowship 
of the University College, 
London in 1937. He was also 
unanimously elected as 
honorary bencher of the 
society of Inner Temple, last 
year. 

Bi, Fatima: 

Sarpanch of Kalva village 
in Kurnool district in Andhra 
Pradesh, she is the recipient of 
UNDP's "Race Against Pov¬ 
erty" award. She transformed 
a backward village into one 
where women have become 
self-reliant since the UNDP 
launched its poverty allevia¬ 
tion scheme there. She per¬ 
suaded the women to join the 
Poddupu Lakshmi scheme and 
the savings under it helped lib¬ 
erate the women. Women were 
given training in tailoring and 
embroidery, adolescent girls 
were enrolled in night schools 
and a creche was started. As a 
result, the village has pros¬ 
pered. 

CHoudhuiy, Kumari 
Jharanadhara: 

Recipient of the Jamnalal 
Bajaj Award for 1998, 
Choudhury has promoted 


Gandhian values in 
Bangladesh, where she runs 
Gandhi Ashrams in 28 villages 
covering 48,000 people. 

Devdas, Rajammal R: 

One of the recipients of 
the lamnalal Bajaj Awards for 
1998, she is among the first 
persons to receive a PhD from 
the USA. She was one of the 
pioneers of the school lunch 
programme in Tamil Nadu, 
which feeds about nine million 
children today. 

Furchgott, Robert F.: 

A pharmacologist at the 
State University of New York, 
he is one of the three winners 
of the Nobel Prize for Medi¬ 
cine, 1998. 

Hume, John: 

Leader of the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party 
(SDLP) and the Catholic Na¬ 
tionalist Party in Ireland and 
one of the architects of the 
Ireland peace accord, he shares 
the Nobel Prize of Peace, 1998. 

tgnarro, Louis J.: 

A scientist at the Univer¬ 
sity of California, he is one of 
the three winners of the Nobel 
Prize for Medicine, 1998. 

Kabila, Laurent- 
Desire: 

Rebel leader who took 
over power in Zaire after oust¬ 
ing Mobutu. 

Kalam, AM. Abdui: 

Pioneer of India's missile 


programme and scientific ad¬ 
viser to the Defence Minister, 
he won the Indira Gandhi 
Award in 1998. He joined ISRO 
in 1963 and has been the driv¬ 
ing force in the country's 
weaponisation programme. 

Kohn, Walter: 

The US researcher, who 
! shares the Nobel Prize for 
I Chemistry, 1998 

j Kumar, Devendra: 

Recipient of the Jamnalal 
Bajaj Award for application of 
science in rural development, 
he has been associated with the 
All India Village Industries 
{ (AIV1) and successfully experi- 
■ mented with rural technolo- 
I gies. He has been involved in 
the integrated development of 
villagers. 

Laughlin, Robert C.: 

The US scientist working 
in Stanford University, who is 
one of the three winners of the 
Nobel Prize for Physics, 1998. 

Murad, Ferid: 

j University of Texas medi¬ 

cal school, he is one of the three 
winners of the Nobel Prize for 
Medicine, 1998. 

Pople, John: 

The US researcher, who 
shares the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry, 1998. 

Ramamurti, Acharya: 

| Recipient of the Jamnalal 

I Bajaj Award tor social work for 
1998, he was a follower of 
Vinoba Bhave and has helped 
reconstruct 30 villages to uplift 
Harijans and other disadvan¬ 
taged communities. 

Saramago, Jose: 

The Portuguese novelist, 
who is the winner of Nobel 
Prize for literature, 1998. 

Sen, Amartya: 

Winner of Nobel Prize for 
economics for 1998, he is mas¬ 


ter of Trinity College at Cam¬ 
bridge University. He is die 
sixth Indian towiri and the first 
Asian to get foe Prize, He was 
also appointed human 
development advisor to the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

Stoermer, Horst L.: 

The German scientist at 
Columbia University, who is 
one of the force winners of foe 
Nobel Prize for Physics, 1998. 

Tipnis, A.Y.: 

The Chief of Air Staff, who 
succeeded S.K. Sareen on 
December 31, 1998. He took 
active part in the 1965 opera¬ 
tions and flew many combat 
missions. He has held several 
important operational and 
staff appointments. 

Trimble, David: 

Leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party (UUP), the 
main Protestant party in 
Irelands, he is one of the two 
winners of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, 1998. 

Tsui, Daniel G: 

A native of China who is 
a US citizen and works in 
Princeton University, he is one 
of the three winners of the 
Nobel Prize for Physics, 1998. 

Vafpayee, Atal 
Behari: 

India's 12th Prime Min¬ 
ister. He was in the news for 
taking a historic visit to Lahore 
and will also be remembered 
as the Prime Minister who took 
India on the path to nuclear 
weaponisation. His govern¬ 
ment lost the vote of confi¬ 
dence in Parliament and the 
Lok Sabha was dissolved on 
April 26,1999. 


■ 
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A.6. Krishnamurthy: 

Mudra Communications 
chairman and managing direc¬ 
tor, who has been ranked as 
one of the 25 key global adver¬ 
tising figures, by Media Inter¬ 
national of UK. 

Abdul Mosfoor: 

The creative horticulturist 
from Hunsur near Mysore, 
who has found a place in the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records for growing a giant (20 
feet) brinjal plant. 

Allan Sealy: 

He was conferred a rare 
honour as the Booker jury 
summoned his latest novel. 
The Everest Hotel for consider¬ 
ation, even though it had not | 
been altered by the publishers. 

-•Amar Kan war: 

The director of the 30- 
minute film, A Season Outside, 
who won the Golden Gate 
Award at the 41st San 
Francisco International Film 
Festival. 

i 

Anchal and Akash j 
Grover: 

They are the recipients of j 
the Geeta and Sanjav Chopra i 
National Children Bravery 
Award. 

Anil Sood: 

He was promoted as Vice 
President for strategy and re¬ 
source management in the 
World Bank. 

Anna Hazara: 

The social worker whose 
rampaign against corruption j 
Jed him a three-month impris¬ 
onment in a defamation case 
against him by Maharashtra 


Social Minister Babanrao 
Gholap. He refused to furnish 
a bond of Rs 5,000 but was later 
released on die intervention of 
the State government. 

A run Bhatia: 

Former Municipal Com¬ 
missioner of Pune, whose 
transfer from the city evoked 
strong protests from city resi¬ 
dents. He had started fighting 
the powerful builder-politician 
lobby in Pune and ordered 
many demolitions, but was 
transferred on March 13,1999 
after just one week of taking 
over. This was his 23rd trans¬ 
fer in 32 years. He was rein¬ 
stated by the court but was 
transferred after some time , 
again. 

Asha Bhonsle: 

The Indian singer who 
was given a place of honour in 
the theme restaurant, Planet 
Hollywood. She was invited to 
emboss her handprints in clay, 
to be later cast in mould. She 
is the first Indian to have won i 
such acclaim. 

Bertrand Piccard and 
Brian Jones: 

The first men to tly 
around the world non-stop m 
a hot-air balloon. They com¬ 
pleted the feat in 20 days in 
their Breitling Orbiter 3 
launched from Switzerland. 

Bill Gates: 

Microsoft chairman, he 
has topped the Forbes list of the 
world's richest industrialists 
for the fourth year in a row. 1 
His company faced anti-trust 
investigations by the US gov¬ 
ernment during 1998. 


Charlotte Nilsson: 

The Swedish singer, who 
won the Eurovision contest for 
1999 with her song, "Take me 
to your heaven." 

Dhirubhai Ambani: 

Chairman of Reliance In¬ 
dustries, who has been chosen 
by Asiaweek magazine for its 
1998 Business Hall of Fame, for 
having faced the toughest of 
times and succeeded in spite 
of them He also became the 
first Indian to be awarded the 
Dean's Medal from Wharton 
School of University of Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Dilip Biswas: 

The chairman of the Cen¬ 
tral Pollution Control Board, 
who is the recipient of the G- 
51 Millennium Award for out¬ 
standing contribution in the 
field of environment protec¬ 
tion. 

Farooq Abdullah: 

Chief Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir, who has re¬ 
ceived the National Amity 
Award from the Foundation of 
Amity and National Solidarity. 

G. Prashant Kumar: 

The 14-year-old from 
Tirupati who has made batter¬ 
ies from banana peels and was 
called to give a demonstration 
at the Intel International Sci¬ 
ence and Engineering Fair in 
Philadelphia, USA. 

Girdharilal I. 

Nagpal: 

Producer of Swayam- 
varam, a Tamil feature film 
which will enter the Guinness 
Book of World Records for 
being shot in 24 hours, the 
shortest-ever time. 

Girish Kamad: 

Winner of the 34lh 
Jnanpith award, he was 
appointed as president of the 
Film and Television Institute of 


India society (FTII). 

Gita Hariharan: 

Author of When Dreams 
Travel, who filed the petition . 
saying that women should be 
considered as natural guard¬ 
ians to their children. The Su¬ 
preme Court has ruled In her 
favour. 

Gul Panag: 

She has been crowned 

Femina Miss India. 

I 

I Herb Tanner: 

The 92-year-old former 
pilot with artificial knees, who 
made a record by becoming the 
oldest person ever to jump 
from an airplane without hold¬ 
ing on to anyone else. 

Hrishlkesh Yadov: 

Leader ot the first Indian 
i civilian expedition to Mount 
Everest. 

Jack Kevorkian: 

America's infamous sui¬ 
cide doctor who assisted more 
than 130 sick patients to end 
their lives, who was convicted 
of second degree murder in a 
US court and could face life im¬ 
prisonment 

Jagdish Shah: 

The Indian engineer who 
had a metro station in the US 
named after him. 

Jyotl Yadav: 

He is the Castrol Young 
Indian Cricketer for 1997-98. 

Koilash Satyarthi: 

The child labour activist 
and chairperson of the NGO, 
South Asian Coalition on 
Child Servitude (SACCS), 
who has won the^999 human 
rights award of the Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung of Germany. He 
is the first Indian to win the > 
award. 

Kalanldhl Maran: 

Chief of Sun TV, who has 
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been named the Indian Young 
Business Achiever Award 

► for 1999 by Sista's 
WorldCom. 

Kumar Shahani: 

The film-maker, who won 
the Prince Claus award of the 
Netherlands. 

L.N. Mittal: 

His take-over of Inland 
Steel of the US, made him the 
world's third largest steel pro¬ 
ducer. 

Lapierre, Dominique: 

Best-selling French 
writer who has co-authored 
books like 'Freedom at 
Midnight' and 'O Jerusalem', 
he is now involved in 
changing the poor in Calcutta. 
I The proceeds of his latest 
f book, 'A Thousand Suns' 
which was published in 1998, 
will go to the poor in 
Sunderbans. 

Leon Stukel|: 

Six-time Gymnastics med¬ 
allist and the oldest living 
Olympian, who turned 100 on 
November 13, 1998. 

Linor Abargil: 

The Miss World 1999, who 
is horn Israel. 

^ M. Sharma and Uma 
Kant: 

Scientists at the 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd, 
who have been awarded the 
1999 National Research De¬ 
velopment Corporation 
Awards for inventing an 
encoder unit to provide the 
altitude of aircraft to control 
stations. 

Mariapan 

Saravanan: 

A Major of 1 Bihar, who 
died while assaulting a bunker 
l in the Batalik sector on May 

> 29, 1999. He-' has been 
conferred the tide of ‘Hero of 


Batalik'. 

Mario Carballo: 

The Costa Rican who was 
crowned 'Grasim Mr Interna¬ 
tional 1998* in Jaipur 

Mark Taylor: 

Australian cricket captain, 
who was named Australian of 
the Year. 

Monban Burjor 
Lehewalla: 

Proprietor of the A K 
Agarbatti Works, Ahmedabad, 
he has entered the Guinness 
Book of World Records for 
making the largest incense 
stick in the world—it is 14 feet 
nine inches long, six inches 
thick and weighs 6.3 kg. It has 
three fragrances and each 
changes after an interval of 22 
hours and lasts for 66 hours 

Mpute Kwolagobe: 

The Miss Universe 1999 is 
from Botswana 

N.C. Krishnapriya: 

The communications stu- 


editor of the country. 

Ravi Shankar: 

Sitar maestro, who was 
among five persons selected 
for the Paemeium Imperiale 
Award given tor lifetime 
achievement in the arts. 

Ravi Shankar: 

The sitar maestro who 
was selected for Germany's 
third annual international film 
and media music award. 

Richard Branson: 

British tycoon who under¬ 
took a round-the-world flight 
m a hot air balloon, the ICO 
Global Challenger with co-pi- 
i lots Steve Fossett and Per 
I Lindstand. 

Richard Seed: 

The lib suentist, who 
announced plans to clone hu- 
[ mans. 

Roshan Seth: 

I le has won the Canadian 
film industry’s Genie award 
for best actor tor his 


dent from Tamil Nadu who has { performance in the movie, 
won the UNESCO Photogra- , Such a Lang ]ournc\j. 


phy prize for his picture on 
"Right to Education". 

Pandit Jasraj: 

The noted vocalist who 
won an award from the Ameri- 


S.R. Rao: 

The former Surat Munici- 
| pal Commissioner who had 
I the city cleaned up after the 
outbreak of plague and trans¬ 


can Artists Association 


formed it. He has entered the 


Pope John Paul II: 

Sony has set 11 of his 
public appearances consisting 
of prayers and chants to origi¬ 
nal music with elements of 
jazz, rap, pop and opera. The 
album, "Abba Pater" was re¬ 
leased in March, 1999. 

R.A. Mashelkar: 

The director general of 
CSIR who is the recipient of 


Limca Book ot Records for his 
achievement. 

Sachin Tendulkar: 

He has become the first 
Indian sportsperson to be 
featured on the cover of Time 
magazine, which said that his 
batting performances have 
earned him comparisons 
with soccer great Diego 
Maradona. 


the JRD Tata Corporate Uad- Salman Rushdie: 
ership Award for 1998. Author of The Satamc 

Radhahath Rath: Verses, who was given a 

Editor of Oxiya daily, The reprieve by the Iranian 

Samaj. At 102, he is the oldest government, which said that 
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the author was no longer on 
its hit list. 

Saloo and Neena 
I Choudhury: 

| The winners trophy of the 
| Guinness World Records Road 
! Challenge beginning on Octo¬ 
ber 15, 2000 has named the 
winners trophj 'Choudhury 
trophy’ in honour of ace car 
rallyists from Calcutta who in 
I 1989 passed through 6 conti¬ 
nents in 69 days and repeated 
i the same feat in 1991 in 39 
! days. 

! Samuel Becket: 

The Rovul National The¬ 
atre has rated his Waiting for 
Godot as the century's most 
important play. 

1 Sanat Kumar 
Chatterjee: 

The painter who had ear¬ 
lier entered the Limca Book of 
, Records for a 27.6 x 2 7 m scroll 
painting, has now entered the 
Guinness Book ot World 
Records with a 30 x 3.3 m 
painting, the largest silk scroll 
painting in the world 

Sanga Sherpa and 
Kushang Dorjee: 

The Indian mountaineers 
who set a world record by 
, becoming the first climbers to 
\ have scaled Everest from the 
i eastern Kangshung rate, the 
I most difficult and the least 
attempted route 

Shanti Devi: 

The Madhubani painter 
who was paid Rs 8 lakh for her 
paintings by Hermes, the 
French luxury scarf and acces¬ 
sories brand. 

Sheela Gowda: 

The Bangalore-based art¬ 
ist who won the newly insti¬ 
tuted Sotheby's Prize for 
contemporary Indian art. 

Shekhar Kapoor: 

He has won the best di- 


I 
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rector award for his film, Eliza¬ 
beth, given by the National 
Board of Review of Motion 
•Pictures, New York. 

Shivangi Parikh: 

She was crowned Femina 
Miss India Asia-Pacific. 

Suhaib llyasi: 

Producer of the 
programme, India's Most 
Wanted, which is telecast on 
Zee TV. The programme has 
helped catch several 



absconding criminals and is 
helping the police. 

Sujata Sankranti: 

Teacher of English in New 
! Delhi, who has won the first 
| prize in the 1998 Common- 
j wealth Short Story competition 
t for her story. The Warp and the 
Weft 

Tathagat Tulsi: 

He passed the B.Sc exami¬ 
nation from the Patna Univer¬ 
sity at the age of 11 years, 2 


months, thereby establishing a 
world record. 

Vi jay Amritraj: 

Former tennis player, who 
has been appointed as Davis 
Cup Centennial Ambassador 
by the International Tennis 
Federation. 

Vijay Molly a: 

The U B. group chief who 
appeared in his company's ad¬ 
vertisements personally, advis¬ 
ing people not to drink in 


excess, or when they have to 
drive. 

Vishal Bakshi: 

The first-ever film actor to 
join the Territorial Army. 

Vithika Agarwal: 

The Bangalore beauty 
who was crowned Miss India 
Asia-Pacific. 

Yukta Mookhey: 

She has been crowned 
Femina Miss World,1999. 


Jbituar 


Ajit: 

The popular villain of 
Hindi films, who died on Oc¬ 
tober 22, 1998 at Hyderabad. 
He gave remarkable perfor¬ 
mances in Mughal-e-Azam and 
Naya Daur and switched to 
villain's roles in Zanjeer and 
Yaadon Ki Barat. His real name 
was Hamid Ali Khan. 

Akira Kurosawa: 

Japan's most famous film 
director. 

Alan Shepard: 

The US astronaut who, 
in 1961, became the first 
American in space. He was 
also the fifth person to 
walk on the moon. He died 
in Washington at the age of 
74. 

Ashok Jain: 

Chairman of The Times of 
India group of newspapers. 

H.P. Nanda: 

Chairman Emeritus and 
founder of the Escorts group 
of industries. 


Hayat Ullah Ansari: 

Founder-editor of Quami 
Awaz and former 
parliamentarian. 

Indrani Rahman: 

Eminent classical dancer 
and a recipient of the Padma 
Shri. 

Iris Murdoch: 

Anglo-Irish novelist, 
author of 27 novels including 
the Booker prize winning The 
Sea. the Sea. 

Kovl Pradeep: 

Poet and recipient of the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 
1997. 

King Hussein: 

Ruler of Jordan for 47 
years and a voice of modera¬ 
tion in the Middle East who 
acted as a bridge between the 
Palestinians and Israel, he was 
reported clinically dead after 
battling cancer for nearly an 
year. Under him, Jordan be¬ 
came the second Arab country 
to have signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1994, after Egypt. 
He ruled Jordan since 1952. 

Leo Falk: 

Creator of comic strips 


'Mandrake the Magician' and 
'The Phantom'. 

Lord Hunt: 

Leader of the first success¬ 
ful expedition to Mount 
Everest in 1953. 

Manmohan Adhikari: 

Former Prime Minister of 
Nepal. 

Mohan Gokhale: 

Theatre and TV personal¬ 
ity. 

O. P. Ralhan: 

Noted film producer-di- 
rector. 

P. N. Haksar: 

Eminent administrator 
and diplomat. 

Postal, Jon: 

The conceptualist and one 
of those who helped structure 
the Internet, once referred to 
as "god" of the Internet, he 
died on October 21, 1998. He 
headed the Internet Assigned 
Numbers Authority, that over¬ 
saw the Internet's complex 
structure. 

Rpghubir Singh: 

Internationally re¬ 
nowned photographer, who 


had compiled two books on 
the Ganga. 

Shankar, Anand: 

Son of Uday Shankar 
and nephew of Ravi 
Shankar, Anand Shankar, 
died on March 26,1999. He 
was a famous musician and 
tried bold experiments 
with Indian and Western 
music known as "fusion 
music". 

Sudhendu Roy: 

Hindi film industry's 
most sought-after art director, 
who created sets for many 
famous movies. 

Thakazhi 

Sivasankara Pillai: 

Jnanpith award winner 
and doyen of Malyalam litera¬ 
ture. 

Vishnu Woman 
Shirwadkar (Kavi • 
Kusumagraj): 

Eminent Marathi poet, 
playwright and former winner 
of die Jnanpith Award. 

Yahudl Menuhin: 

One of the most brilliant 
and celebrated violinists of die 
century. 
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Anandpur Sahib: 

People in great numbers 
visited the birthplace of the 
Khaim to celebrate the tercen¬ 
tenary of the order established 
by Guru Gobind Singh The 
Punjab government decided to 
make it into a 'most modem 
city'. 

Apawor: 

The scene of a gas pipe 
blast in Nigeria, which killed 
over 1,000 people. 

Armenia: 

The city in Columbia's 
coftee belt west of the capital 
Bogota, which experienced the 
strongest earthquake to strike 
Columbia in more than a cen¬ 
tury. The tremor of magnitude 
6, killed at least 1,000 people 
and left almost 2,00,000 home¬ 
less. 

Athens: 

The Greek city, which was 
awarded the 2004 Olympic 
games. 

Bangalore: 

The city was counted 
among the top ten techno¬ 
towns of the world by 
Newsweek magazine. The city 
had 250 hi-tech companies in¬ 
cluding Texas Instruments and 
Infosys. 

Bangkok: 

Capital of Thailand, II was 
the venue of the 13th Asian 
j| Games from December 6-20, 

1998. 


Chamoli: 

Chamoli district of 
Garhwal hills was the epicentre 
of the earthquake that struck 
the hill regions of Uttar Pradesh 
on March 29, 1999. More than 
100 people were killed. The 
worst affected areas included 
lower and upper Chamoli, 
Rudraprayag and Paaniyana of 
the Himalayan region. 

Colombo: 

The capital of Sri Lanka, 
which was the venue of the 
10th SAARC Summit held on 
July 29-31,1998. 

Dahanu: 

A taluka in Maharashtra, 
where the proposed construc¬ 
tion of a port threatens to de¬ 
stroy the environment and 
displace the tribals living 
there. 

Davos: 

This resort in Switzerland 
was the venue of die meeting 
of the World Economic Forum. 

Durban: 

The South African city 
was the venue of the 12th 
NAM Summit held on 
September 2-3,1998. 

Goa: 

Goa became the first place 
in the historyof elections in the 
country where Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVMs) were 
used to cover die entire region, 
during die Assembly elections 


held there on June 4,1999. 

Hyderabad: 

The city acquired the 
name of Cyberabad, with 
giants like Oracle and 
Microsoft setting up offices 
there. A 'silicon valley' was 
being developed there 

Jakarta: 

Capital of Indonesia, it has 
seen some of its worst civil 
unrest and clashes with soldiers 
as people chant 'refbrmasi'. 

Kargil: 

The Kargil sector of Kash¬ 
mir is the scene where gun 
battles arc being fought by the 
Indian army with Pakistan- 
backed infiltrators. 

Kosovo: 

The trouble spot of Eu¬ 
rope which witnessed human 
tragedy as people were forced 
to flee their homes because of 
the Serb police. 

Kuala Lumpur: 

Capital of Malaysia, it 
hosted the summit of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC). The Commonwealth 
Games were held herein Sepiem- 
ber, 1998. The dty also witnessed 
many demonstrations because of 
the trial of former Deputy Prime 
Minister, Anwar Ahmed. 

Malpa: 

The village in Uttar 
Pradesh which was destroyed 
by landslides, killing 300people 
and die pilgrims on way to the 
Kailash Mansarovar. 

Papua Now Guinea: 

Seven villages were de¬ 
stroyed in Papua New Guinea 
when a tidal wave crashed its 
remotenorth coast on July17,1998. 

Pocoltoga: 

The town of Nicaragua 
which was hit by Hurricane 
Mitch on October31,1998, kill- 
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ing thousands of people. 

Sriharikota: 

Once a small settlement of 
Yannadi tribals, this island on 
j the Bay of Bengal has non 
become a major commercial 
| spaceport in the world The 
Sriharikota range, popularly 
i known as "Shar", is situated 
in Andhra Pradesh. The 
national highway connecting 
Chennai and Calcutta passes 
through the town about 80 km 
north of Chennai. The island 
is acquiring an additional 
launch pad for the next phase 
of launch vehicles, the 
geostationary launch vehicles. 

Teludgalpa: 

The capital of Honduras, 
the sceneot terrible devastation 
when Hurricane Mitch hit the 
country on October 31,1998. 

Udham Singh Nagar: 

The district in Uttar 
Pradesh which did not want to 
join the Uttaranchal bull State, as 
proposed by the government. 

Wagah: 

The place at the India- 
Pakistan border where the 
Radcliff line divides the two 
countries, it was the scene of a 
military spectacle when Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
crossed to Pakistan on his his¬ 
toric visit to that country on 
February 20,1999. 
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CYBERSPACE 


The Internet spread in 
India, but there were many 
problems. Since connection 
could be made only through 
the Videsh Sanchar Nigam ltd 
(VSNL) gateway, getting con¬ 
nected not only took a lot of 
time but connections broke 
without warning. The govern¬ 
ment announced that private 
Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) would be allowed and 
some firms started providing 
services. Satyam Online of 
Hyderabad became the first 
ISP in the private sector, and 
others followed suit. Dishnet 
started providing Internet 
through cable and there was 
another plan to send Internet 
signals through power trans¬ 
mission lines. However, the 
spread of the Internet was se¬ 
verely restricted and only a 
few cities could boast of rea¬ 
sonably efficient services. 

Many organisations 
started using the Internet for 
different purposes Newspa¬ 
pers and magazines, provided 
on-line editions. The Compett- 
noN Master's site became wry 
popular with people seeking 
career-related information. 
Readers could participate in 
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debates and discussions and 
send queries for its popular 
feature. Question Box. The 
Indian Army created its own 
site to counter the e-mail sites 
and websites geared to 
"internationalise" the Kashmir 
issue, and the Mahanagar Tele¬ 
phone Nigam Ltd (MTNL) 
came up with a scheme to set 
up cyber dhabas in Mumbai 
and Delhi to provide Internet 
access. With die government's 
earlier plans of making 
Internet kiosks becoming a 
non-starter, it remained to be 
seen whether the dhabas could 
ever become a reality. Private 
service providers, however, 
made a success of cyber cafes 
all over the country. Tihar Jail 
also established a presence on 
the Internet and became the 
first totally computerised 
prison complex. This would 
inject a greater transparency in 
its working. 

For users in India, a new 
software, Bharatbhasha. was 
developed, by which users 
could type Hindi, Bengali, 
Marathi. Gujarati and Punjabi 
on the usual English keyboard. 

Electronic commerce 
caught on and continued to 
become popular. It meant not 
only buying and selling things 
through the Internet but 
changed the way in which 


i 


organisations conduct busi¬ 
nesses. It led the way to 
paperless transactions and 
companies could be proactive 
to market needs to enhance 
customer service, while en¬ 
abling them to make the right 
decisions by providing the 
right information. 

Sun Microsystems intro¬ 
duced a new networking tech¬ 
nology, Jmi. It allowed 
disparate devices to commu¬ 
nicate easily. This technology 
could make communications 
simpler between organisations 
using different devices. 


DEFENCE 




India continued to make 
strides in defence research. 
Scientists at the Defence Re¬ 
search and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) claimed 
to have designed Nuclear, Bio¬ 
logical and Chemical (NBC) 
systems, to provide protection 
against a nuclear blast. India, 
thus, joined the select band of 
countries like USA, Russia, 
China, Israel and NATO mem¬ 
bers who possess similar pro¬ 
tective mechanism. 

The country also success¬ 
fully test fired the Agni-II In¬ 
termediate Range Ballistic 
Missile (IRBM) on April 11, 
1999. With a range of 3,000 km, 
it is capable of carrying a 
nuclear warhead and has mo¬ 
bile launch capability. The De¬ 
fence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO) also prepared to test 
fire the first Beyond Visual 
Range Air-to-Air Missile 
(BVRAAM), the Astra. The 
country's Light Combat Air¬ 
craft (LCA) would be 
equipped with the Astra 
missiles. 

India's second indige¬ 
nously-built destroyer, INS 


Mysore, was commissioned on 
June 2,1999. Built at Mazagon 
Dock, the 6,700 tonne de- •« 
stroyer was inducted into the 
Navy within two years of the 
commissioning of INS Delhi, 
the first warship of its class. 
The country also signed a 
memorandum of under¬ 
standing with Russia for 
purchase of the 44,500 tonne 
aircraft carrier, Admiral 
Gorshkov. Russia offered the 
carrier free of cost, but it would 
still require Rs 2,000 crore, as 
it needed modifications and a 
major refit. 

The Air Force too was 
active during the period On 
March 7, 1999, it conducted 
exercise Vayushakti-99, in 
which live bombing and 
missiles were used 

X \ 

DISCOVERIES 

s 

Discoveries continued to 
come to light during the 
period Rare skeletal remains 
of a 160-Million-ycar-old 
dinosaur belonging to the 
Sauropad group were exca¬ 
vated at Kistapur in Adilabad 
district of Andhra Pradesh by 
the Geological Survev of India 
A rare family of polar insects 
were found in the Antarctica t 
during operations at Gangotn, 
the Indian Research Station in 
the icy continent 

A ninth century Chandela 
temple was discovered at 
Khajuraho. Excavations by the 
Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) near Jatkara revealed the 
foundation of a temple with 
carvings and sculptures. 

New research also found 
that humans may have roamed 
Australia for significantly 
longer than the accepted 
estimate of 40,000 to 60,000 
years. The Australian National 
University re-dated human f 
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bones found at a burial site at 
Lake Murigo and found that 
♦their age was significantly 
older than what was earlier 
thought. 

EDUCATION 

A disturbing trend was 
gradually coming to light—the 
slow but sure extinction of 
science courses. Stung by 
limited career options, science 
graduates were opting for 
streams that would get them 
jobs and students did not want 
to opt for science courses at all. 
The number of science stu¬ 
dents dropped from 32 per 
cent to 19 per cent in the last 
few years, giving rise to wor- 
h ries whether space research 
' and atomic energy, along with 
other areas of technology, 
would suffer The trend was 
visible globally too: in London, 
students opting for science had 
been reduced by almost 50 per 
cent within a span of 14 years. 
Commerce and humanities 
had become more popular, 
with the possibility to do 
professional courses, since 
they offered more job 
openings. 

UNESCO approved the 

* setting up of an international 
institute for special education 
m India, the first of its kind in 
the world. It would act as 
resource-cum-training centre 
for the Asia-Pacific region, to 
equip teachers to deal with 
students with disabilities. The 
Centre-sponsored scheme. In¬ 
tegrated Education for Dis¬ 
abled Children (IEDC), was 
also planned to be revised to 
strengthen training and evalu¬ 
ation, as also to raise financial 
ceiling for certain facilities to 
disabled children. 

f. The Supreme Court struck 

* down the Bar Council of 



India's training rules, 
requiring fresh law graduates 
to undergo one-year 
compulsory training before 
their enrolment as advocates. 
The judgement benefited 
thousands of students. 

The French government 
created a new agency 
EduFrance, to promote higher 
education in France at the 
international level. India was 
the first country where the 
activities of this newly formed 
agency was launched. 

A corporate business 
school, the Indian School of 
Business, was planned to be set 
up in Hyderabad. It would be 
affiliated to leading business 
schools at Wharton and 
Pennsylvania, and the JK 
Kellogg Graduate School. It 
would open in the year 2000. 

ENVIRONMENT fj| 

There were disturbing 
news in the field of environ¬ 
ment. Global warming 
seemed to have become a 
reality, as readings from 
satellites and weather stations 
confirmed that the earth had 
been warmer during 1998 than 
any other time since 1880, 
when reliable measures of 
global tempe-ratures were 
started. The world was 0.25 
degrees warmer than 1997, 
which was the warmest year 
on record so far. 

Despite the Wildlife Pro¬ 
tection Act, 1972, poaching 
continued to pose a threat to 
tigers. Their body parts are 
used in Chinese medicine. The 
Worldwide Fund for Nature 
said that after an initial rise in 
tiger population, there has 
been a decline once again. 

Wind energy was 
harnessed by India in a big 
way. The country Became the 


leader in developing countries 
in wind generation, with over 
900 MW being generated. Its 
development slowed down 
after tax incentives were 
withdrawn. The Worldwatch 
Institute said that India still 
did not have a legal basis for 
sustained wind power 
industry, unlike China, which 
could emerge as a wind super¬ 
power. 

EXPEDITIONS 22 

On March 25, 1999, 
Bertrand Piccard and Brian 
Jones completed the first non¬ 
stop balloon trip around the 
world in their Breitling Orbiter 
3. After going over Europe, 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
Ocean, they crossed the finish 
line over Mauritania, 
establishing the greatest record 
in ballooning history. 

Nepalese guide Babu 
Chhiri Sherpa completed 21 
hours of stay on Mt Everest, 
setting a record for the longest 
stay atop the mountain 
Extreme weather conditions 
usually force climbers to re¬ 
treat after just a few minutes 
at the peak Two Indian moun¬ 
taineers, Sange Sherpa and 
Kushang Dorjee, set a world 
| record on May 28,1999 by be¬ 
coming the first climbers to 1 
have scaled the Everest from 
three sides, when they reached 
the summit from the eastern 
Kangshung face, the most dif¬ 
ficult and least attempted 
route. 

Members of another expe¬ 
dition discovered the body of 
George Mallory near the 
summit of Mount Everest. 
Mallory and his team-mate 
Andrew Irvine were foe fust 
to scale the mountain but the 
two Englishmen had 
disappeared in 1924. The 


question was whether they 
had dted after returning from 
the peak or before reaching the 
top. Since the camera was not 
found, this could not be 
established. If proved, they 
would be the first men to scale 
Mount Everest, 29 years before 
Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay. 

PROJECTS 

With foe development of 
electronic technologies, many 
projects were announced to 
upgrade facilities in India 
Three major cities in UP— 
Lucknow, Kanpur and 
Allahabad—were to be devel¬ 
oped as Sensitivity, Moder¬ 
nity, Accessibility, Res¬ 
ponsiveness, Transparency 
(SMART) cities. The clearance 
of the MoU with World Tel for 
Internet infrastructure in UP 
would usher in the new 
concept. On-line services 
would be provided for many 
common tasks 

Small town patients want¬ 
ing to consult specialists in 
premier medical institutions 
could seek advice by sending 
their records and reports 
electronically, under a new 
concept of tele-medicine. The 
Rs 10 crore Department ol 
Electronics (DOE) project 
would link three major referral 
centres: the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
New Delhi, Post Graduate In¬ 
stitute of Medical Education 
and Research, Chandigarh and 
foe Sanjay Gandhi Post Gradu- 
ate Institute, Lucknow. The 
system would allow electronic 
transmission of pathological 
and diagnostic data. The tech¬ 
nologies would be developed 
by C-DAC Pune and CEDT. 
Mohali. The government also 
planned to set up a Vidya 
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Vahini Network (VVNet) to 
connect the intranets of 
different ai'cnues such as the 
University Grants Com¬ 
mission, the C ounul for 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research, the Human 
Resources Dim lop-men t 
Mmistn and Mitt Iml 
netn ork 

[he Steel Authority ot 
India (SAIL) and sis othei 
international steel companies 
joined the Ultra Light Steel 
Body (ULSAB) project, 
launched in Miami in 
February 1999 1 n< piojcct is 
aimed to dew lop futunstu 
automobile pn tolvpcs with 
the use of ultra light steel and 
has been nicknamed the 
"super car pioject' 

A 7,000 km road pioject 
was announced by the Prime 
Minister to start from 20 
different locations in the i 
country A six-lane North- | 
South corridor connecting 
Kashmir to Kanyakuman and | 
an East-West corridor 
connecting Silchar to i 
Saurashtra, at a cost of Rs 
28,000 crore, was envisaged 

The 900 MW Baghilar | 
hydroelectric project on the ! 
river Chenab was allotted to a I 
Canadian consortium by the 
J&K government It would ^ 
meet one-third of the total 1 
energy requirement of the I 
State by 2003-04 I 

An integrated deep sea , 
mining project was taken up 
by an Indo-German colla- , 
boration It was the first time 1 
that such a project was taken | 
up in the country The 
foundation stone of India's I 
first private port at Dhamra. i 
170 km from Bhubaneshwar, i 
was laid on July 15,1998 The 1 
1,200 crore project would be 
executed by International 
Seaports, Singapore, a joint ! 
company promoted by Larsen I 


and Toubro, India, SSA 
International il DM and 
Pieuous Mapping of Bangkok 



The Indian institute ot 
Suutu bn 1 iloic tirtc 1 m 
iktowcite i bio chip oi 
Ining micropic'ics‘Oi lln 
pioject, v\ ith an initial input of 
Rs 21 uorc is to be lunch'd In 
Department or Bio-tu Imology 
(DBT1 S< n ntists disLiix ertd 
that a protein frumd n 
sol mum nutc , > onuc 
unique ptopc i tu <• undi t 
last i ,ii cl mid b imi! 'i 
create thr* c-J'iiu’nsu na! 
mie rue hips 

Scientists at the B1 il ha 
Atoinie Rest,mil C entie 
(BARC) developed a nudeai 
technology w hie h could dun e 
potable water from the sea 
The technology uses Multi 
Stage Hash and revcisc osmo 
sis lor desalination, which 
ensures sweet walu similai to 
the one drawn from conun 
tional sources 

A Japanese company de¬ 
veloped a technology that 
would allow y lew ers to pause 
reyvmd and instantly leplay 
scenes on television Devel¬ 
oped by Quantum Corpora¬ 
tion, the TV contains modified 
hard disc drn cs called Quick 
Vmw The technology was 
expected to revolutionise 
television watching habits and 
give greater freedom to 
viewers 

A chemical process dev el¬ 
oped by British scientists 
promised to make clothes that 
would never get dirty The 
treatment creates an invisible 
non-stick surface coating that 
repels water and dirt thus 
keeping clothes clean despite 
constant exposure The process 
could be used for other 


applications also 

Bntish scientists also 
developed Iht world's first 
electronic dictionary of 
volouis a digital palette 
containing more than 16 mil¬ 
lion colours Called 
imagemstei ,t would enable 
j i si vklimtion ol coloui, 
11 ibling (< \ti!» designers and 
osmetic manufacturers to 
dc ide the most appropriate 
shack, a process which took 
sc \ cial months to accomplish 
A Danish scientist 
sum i did m slowing down 
the speed of light to as low as 
km pt i h uir using theBosc- 
T nst-in tonck nsaie In the 
ondonsak* atoms slow down 
on ideiabh as temperatures 
arc reduced to that 
approaching absolute zero 
India perfected the art ot 
commercial production of 
i titanium, which was earlier 
the monopoly of a select group 
of de\ eloped countries The 
DRDQ demonstrated the 
technology tor a 2,000 batch 
si/c 

Indian scientists also 
disc o\ ered how proteins were 
transported m the human 
body The phenomenon of 
' rafting', obsen ed for the first 
time in living cells, could lead 
to new methods of prev enhng 
transmission of infectious 
diseases 

| Researchers found 
convincing proof that the 
AIDS virus had spread from 
i monkeys They said that tire 
I virus had spread on three 
separate occasions from 
chimpanzees to people in 
Africa While it does not harm 
monkeys, it was one of these 
cross species transmissions 
that started the epidemic that 
infects more than 35 million 
worldwide today. 

A Nagpur University 
mathematics professor, V.K. 


92 ■ AUGUST 1999 ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 


Gurtu, claimed to have found 
an alternative proof to 
I Fermat's theorem. The^ 

| theorem had been given by” 
i Pierre de Fermat in 1637 and 
| saysthatnonumberofzraised 
! to the power of n can be 
expressed as a sum of two 
other similar numbers when n 
is greater than 2 

Soccer ball-shaped carbon 
molecules, called fullerenes, 
could be used as a 
superconducting material at 
low temperature, according to 
Nobel laureate Harold Kroto 
1 They tould also be used as 
disease-fighting 

| SPACE 

Strides continued in space 
research The US launched a y 
space probe, Stardust, which 
would travel four billion km 
to bring back bits of comets to 
the earth Launched on 
February 7, 1999, it would 
catch with a comet, Wtld-2, m 
January 2004, somewhere 
between Mars and Jupiter 
With a device like the butterfly 
net, it would collect some of 
the dust from the comet's tail 
It would return by 2006 and 
help scientists discover the 
matter that made up thei 
comets 

The Hubble telescope 
continued to yield many sur¬ 
prises Among the amazing 
new finds was the unique in¬ 
formation about two solar sys¬ 
tems One was in the Libra 
constellation, 320 light years 
from the earth, and the second 
was in the Centaurus 
constellation, some 220 light 
years away from the earth. The 
Hubble images indicated that 
the two stars were about 10 
million years old. 

Scientists also discovered 
why satellites fail. They fotai^k 


agents 
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an "s" shaped structure 
appearing on the sun's surface, 
tailed a sigmoid which 
invariably precedes a solar 
explosion, which can hurl 11 
billion electrically charged 
particles towards the Earth, 
which cause havoc with 
electrical installations, power 
lines and communication 
networks 

Mars continued to attract 
attention from NASA After 
the success of its Pathfinder 
project, NASA prepared to fly 
an aeroplane on the planet, to 
mark the 100th anniversary 
first flight by Wright brothers 
The flight would be 
undertaken in 2003, by which 
time the design of the plane, 
jyN fuel and other details had 
o be worked out Controlling 
the unmanned aircraft would 
he an extremely difficult task, 
since there was an eight 
minute lag in receiving the 
signals from Mars On 
December 12, 1998, the Mars 
Climate Orbiter was launched 
atop a Delta 2 rocket and 
would arrive at the planet m 
September after a 669 million 
km voyage Its job will be to 
orbit the red planet and collect 
ala ta about climate of Mars On 
January 4,1999, the Mars Polar 
lander was launched It would 
land on the planet by 
December 1999, drill into the 
soil and bake some of it in an 
oven to assess whether any 
water vapour is released It 
was expected that the 
spacecraft would return by 
2008 with a sample of the 
Martian soil 

India took strides m space 
research too On May 26,1999, 
it successfully launched the 
Polar Satellite launch Vehicle 
(PSLV-C2) which carried a 
Ifefctellite for ocean applications, 
^Jceansat, and two foreign 
satellites, the South Korean 


Kitsat-3 and the German 
Tubsat With this, India broke 
into the global satellite launch 
services market and joined the 
select band of countries w hu h 
had this technology 

On April 13, 1999, India 
launched Insat-2E from 
Kourou in Trench Guyana 
breaking into the global 
telecommunication market 
The Rs 220 crore satellite w is 
built by the Indian Split 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
and was launched bv I uiopt s 
Ariane rocket More than halt 
of Insat-2L capacity has bu n 
leased to Intelsat The footprint 
of the satellite covers all of Asia 
and Australia 

Work also began on the 
Shar launch pad tor tlv next 
event—die launch ol India s 
first Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) So tar 
the Shar launch pad was used 


to carry one tonne satellites 
but the GSLV was 2 5 tonnes, 
necessitating the change 1 in 
the launch pad 

US and Russia started 
work on the International 
Space Station (ISS) It was put 
in orbit on Noe ember 20 1998 
On December 11 the shuttle 
tiuliaioin docked with the 
Z in/a control module to install 
ujuipment and brought 
il’oard supplies for the fust 
permanent irew due to arrive 
ii 2000 After a ->ix month 
brcik work begin on the 
Spue Station with the launch 
ot the US space shuttle 
Disuikii/ on May 27 1999 It 
docki d w ith *hc ISS in the first 
link up between a shuttle and 
the orbiting outpost 
Construction of the space 
station was expected to be 
completed by 2004 

In a tare honour to a 


scientist of Indian origin, 
NASA decided to rename its 
advanced X-ray facility as 
Chandra, after the late Indian- 
American Nobel laureate 
Subramanvam Chandra- 
sekhat The observatory 
pro\ ides images that are 50 
times more detailed titan the 
previous X ray emissions In 
another honour to the first 
American to orbit the earth, 
NASA sent John Glenn back 
into space and he became the 
oldest man in space He 
completed his flight 
successfully aboard the space 
shuttle Discovery on 
November 8,1998 

On February 28,1998, the 
comet Temple Tuttle crossed 
the perihelion and it was 
expecte'd that the dust left 
behind would create a shower 
m the earth s atmosphere The 
orbital period ot the comet is 


Top 10 Scientific Discoveries of 1998: 

The Discovery that a strange force is helping push the universe apart tops a list of the 

10 leading scientific discoveries of 1998 announced by the American Association for the 

Advancement Science (AAAS) 

Other discoveries on the list includes 

■ Discoveries about circadian clocks Several teams of researchers are finding these 
exist virtually in every cell of every living creature, from bacteria to humans 

■ Genome sequencing: Researchers trying to map all the genes in various creatures 
succeeded in several species, most notably the Elegans worm, the tuberculosis bacillus 
and the syphilis bacterium 

■ The development of new drugs to treat and even prevent cancer: Herceptm, the first 
gene-based treatment for breast cancer, was approved, the breast cancer drug Tamoxifen 
and Reloxifene was found to prevent or at least delay breast cancer in healthy women 

■ The discovery that neutrinos have mass: In June, US and Japanese scientists said 
they had the first evidence that the tiny sub-atomic particles have mass, a finding that 
could be key to establishing the long-sought goal of a grand unification theory of physics 

■ The creation of biochlps, the biological equivalent of computer chips: They can be 
used to speed up the analysis of DNA, screening of blood samples and other laboratory 
chores 

■ Experiments in teleportation, in which physicists managed to transfer the quantum 
state of one photon to another 

■ Discoveries of how infections can cause the immune system to go haywire in a 
condition known as autoimmune disease 

■ Advances in com-binatorlal chemistry, a technique that allows researchers to make 
hundreds of thousands of new compounds all at once, and test them 

■ Understanding of the potaasium channel in cells 
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33.3 years. Many people stayed 
awake to watch tire storm, but 
it occurred 18 hours before 
schedule and was visible only 
in certain parts of the world. 

A Russian project placed 
a large sheet of aluminium foil 
in orbit that reflected light to 
parts of the earth that was out 
of reach of the sun's rays The 
circular sheet of foil measuring 
25 metres in diameter was 
launched on February 4, 1999 
from the Mir space station It 
reflected sunlight onto 
Kazakhstan. In 2000, a bigger 
sheet, 70 metres in diameter 
would be placed and by 2003, 
such a system could light up 
to five big cities. The project 
could bring sustainable, non 
polluting energy to areas 
which lacked sunlight for long 
periods 

MISCELLANY feL. 

As the date January 1, 
2000 became nearer, the world 
tried to get over the Y2K bug. 
It had already become a money 
spinner for India as its 
software companies got huge 
business arising out of the bug 
Most computers built in the 
past carried only the last two 
digits for an year, in order to 
save on memory. The makers 
did not realise that by doing 
so, the year 2000 would just 
appear as "00" on the 
computers. By default, it 
would mean 1900 and not 
2000. Banks, insurance compa¬ 
nies and other businesses 
faced great problems because 
of this and rushed to have 
them solved. India, with its 
trained manpower, stood to 
gain from this opportunity. 

The Worldwatch Institute 
estimated that there were 
record losses in storms, floods, 
droughts and fires during 


1998. The total cost worldwide 
was at least $89 billion during 
the year, an increase of 48% 
over the previous record of $60 
billion in 1996. An estimated 
32,000 people have been killed 
and 300 million displaced. 

Satellite telephones 
became a reality in 1999. One 
i could go anywhere in the 
world and be connected by a 
single number. Even areas 
without phones or electricity 
were covered. The Iridium 
network has 66 satellites 
orbiting the earth in 6 planes. 
It provides global roaming fa¬ 
cility, and users can avail of 
telephone, fax and pager ser¬ 
vices through Iridium's global 


Teflon coated fabric as 
material. Besides construction 
of huge domes, the technology 
could be used to construct 
bridges and flyovers. 

The Santacruz Electronic 
Export Processing Zone 
(SEEPZ) became a free trade 
zone (FTZ) from May 1,1999. 
This is the first export 
processing zone to be 
converted into a FTZ under the 
revised export-import policy 
announced on March 31,1999. 

The Chernobyl computer 
virus struck computers in Asia 
and West Asia. The virus 
threatens computers using 
Windows operating systems. A 
l few damages were also re¬ 


country would offer visitors 
special packages and events. 

Iceland agreed to turn it¬ 
self into a giant genetic labora¬ 
tory, where researchers would 
seek cures for inherited diseases 
like multiple sclerosis and 
hypertension. The country's 
Parliament gave permission to 
a biotechnology company to 
compile a genetic database that 
will include genetic profiles of 
everybody in Iceland. 

Indian surgeons scored a 
first by borrowing a heart-by¬ 
pass technique to save a 
woman's leg from amputa¬ 
tion. The operation was 
carried .out in Jalandhar and 
involved removing the radial 


mobile personal communica¬ 
tion system 

Computarium, claimed to 
be the world's first interactive 
museum to make children 
literate, was being set up in 
Bangalore by the Information 
Technology Department of the 
Karnataka government. It 
would allow children to 
experiment and experience IT 
and communications in a fun 
filled atmosphere. 

A "millennium dome" 
was to be made near London, 
which could cover an entire 
village. It allows light to pass 
through, and help m saving 
energy cost. The technology 
uses fibreglass reinforced 


ported in USA and Europe. 

On March 31,1999, a sec¬ 
ond full moon in a month took 
place, a recurrence of a celestial 
event that took place in Janu¬ 
ary '99. Normally two full 
moons appear in a month ev¬ 
ery two and a halt years. But it 
is only once in 19 years that 
two months in a single calen¬ 
dar year witnesses two in¬ 
stances of full moon. 

The Explore India Mil¬ 
lennium Year was launched 
on March 30, 1999, as India 
joined the world in using the 
turn of the century to draw 
people to tourist destinations. 
The year would run from April 
1,1999 to March 31,2000. The 


artery from the left arm and 
using it as a bypass graft for 
leg which had turned pre- I 
gangrenous. 

A study found that 
parent's behaviour has a direct 
influence on the personality of 
children. Parents, siblings, 
relatives and friends were 
found to have a role to play in 
determining what a child was 
going to be in the future. A US 
study said that children should 
be praised for working hard, 
instead of being clever or 
smart. They said that children 
praised for intelligence got the | 
idea that getting higher scores 
was more important rather 
than working hard. 
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Sports Round-up 



Athletics 

Asian Championships: 

India struck gold at the 
12th Asian Athletic Champion¬ 
ships held at Fukuoka, Japan, 
winning the team’s 4x100m 
relay on the final day. Gulab 
(.'hand (5000 m), Neelam J. 
Singh (women's discus) and 
the women's longer relay 
quartet won silver medals to 

^ help India finish sixth behind 
China, Japan, Qatar, 
Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka. The 
quartet of Saraswati Dey, 
Rachita Mistry, E.B. Shyla and 
P T Usha chased the Chinese, 
who finished ahead but were 
disqualified for cutting lanes. 
PT. Usha returned to the Asian 
stage by winning one of the 
five bronze medals for India 
while male quarter-miler 
Paramjit Singh clocked 45.95 
seconds in the 400 m to come 
fifth. 

Boston March horn 

*, Joseph Chebet won the 
i03rd Boston Marathon to ex¬ 
tend Kenya's drifrilnance of the 


race. Fatuma Roba of Ethiopia 
continued her dominance 
when she won the women's 
section for the third straight 
year. 

Fukuoka International 
men's marathon: 

Jackson Kabiga of Kenya 
won the Fukuoka international 
men's marathon at Fukuoka, 
Japan, on December 6,1998. 
New World Record: 

Morocco's Hicham 1 el 
Guerrouj set a new 1500 m 
record of 3 min 26 seconds, 
breaking the previous best of 
3:27:37 set by Algerian 
Noureddine Morceli in July, 
1995. 

Poram|it Singh breaks 
Milkha Singh's record: 

Paramjit Singh erased the 
'flying Sikh’ Milkha Singh's 
38-year record in the 400 
metre run in the 38th Open 
National Athletic Champion¬ 
ship held at Calcutta. He com¬ 
pleted thef 400 m run with 
45.70 seconds, eclipsing 
Milkha Singh's record of 45.73 
established in Rome in 1960. 


Rath Marathon: 

Bhairav Singh Lone won 
the 16th Rath Indian Open 
marathon held at New Delhi. 
World record: 

Haile Gebrelassie claimed 
his 15th world record when he 
shaved off 1.10 seconds off the 
indoor 5,000 metres mark 
owned by Daniel Komen. The 
Ethiopian Olympic 5,000 metre 
gold medallist finished the 
race in 12:50:38 minutes. 

Badminton 

All India Open 
Championship: 

Pullela Gopi Chand and 
Apama Popat, both of Indian 
Oil Corporation, scored victo¬ 
ries in die BPL All India Open 
Badminton tournament held at 
Bangalore. 

All India Prix Gold Cup: 

Gopi Chand beat Nikhil 
Kanitkar to bag the men's title 
in the championship held at 
Bareilly. 

French Open: 

Chen Gang of China beat 
India's national champion 
Pullela Gopi Chand in the 
finals of the French Open held 
at Paris. Zhou Mi of China beat 
India's champion Apama 
Popat in die women's section 
to emerge champion. 
Notional Open Events: 

Pullela Gopi Chand beat 
Srikant Bakshi in the finals 
held at New Delhi. Apama 
Popat beat PW Lakshmi to 
win her second straight crown. 
The doubles pair of Jaseel P. 
Ismail and Vincent Labo 
retained their title with a win 
over the pair of Rajeev Bagga 


and Vijaydeep Singh. The 
women's doubles event was 
taken by Manjusha Kanwar 
and Archana Deodhar, beating 
Aparna Popat and Manu T. 
Abraham. The mixed doubles 
crown went to the pair of 
Vincent Labo and Archana 
Deodhar. 

World Championship: 

Sun Jun of China beat 
Fung Permadi of Taiwan to 
emerge world champion in the 
men's finals held at 
Copenhagen. Later, Kim Dong 
Moon's win with Ha Tae- 
Kwon in the men's doubles 
made him die first player to 
win two golds at a world 
championship since his South 
Korean compatriot Park Joo- 
Bong achieved it 8 years ago. 
Camilla Martin won the 
women's final. 

Basketball 

National Championships: 

Punjab beat defending 
champions Bihar to lift the 
Todd Memorial Trophy at the 
National Basketball Champi¬ 
onship held at Jaipur. In the 
women's section. Railways 
beat Kerala to emerge cham¬ 
pions. 

World Title: 

Yugoslavia regained the 
world basketball tide held at 
Athens, beating Russia in the 
finals. 

Billiards 

National Championship; 

Farah Khan of Karnataka 
completed a hat trick at the 
National Billiards Champion¬ 
ship held at New Delhi, beat- 


M ■ AUGUST <999 ■ THE COMPETITION ItASTER 


m^mmvaFT^memf'^aem mmmm 


SPECIAL M 'I’Ll I,MLS I 


ing Amrita Mohapatra ot 
Orissa in the finals. Alok 
Kumar of Punjab beat 
Devendra Joshi ot 
Maharashtra to wrest the Na¬ 
tional Championship. 

Pool Title: 

Ashok Shandilya beat 
Geet Sethi 8-4 in the final to 
win the first Centre Billiard 
Point nine-ball pool 
tournament held at New Delhi. 
World Championship 

Geet Sethi won the 
Florshcim World professional 
billiards championship, beat¬ 
ing Mike Russell in the final 
held at Ahmedabad. 

Boxing 

Light Heavyweight title: 

Roy Jones Jr won the 
unanimous 12-round decision 
over Lou del Valle and became 
the World Boxing Association 
light heavyweight champion, 
in the fight held in New York 

Chess 

Amber blindfold and 
rapid tournament: 

Vishwananthan Anand 
won the rapid title with a last 
round draw against Vassily 
Ivanchuk but lost the blindfold 
game in the final round of the 
8th Amber blindfold and rapid 
chess tournament at Monte 
Carlo in Monaco. Vladimir 
Kramnik held on to his lead 
and won the overall honours. 
Chess Oscar: 

Vishwanathan Anand 
was awarded the Chess Oscar 
for the second year running at 
a ceremony in Moscow for his 
outstanding performance in 
1997 and 1998. He is the first 
non-Russian to receive the 
award, given by the Russian 
chess magazine, Chess Review. 
The award is given to the 
year's best player on the basis 
of real merit rather than titles 
won. 


City of Linares Chess Title: 

Garry Kasparov won the 
City of Linares Chess title with 
his 12th round win. The title 
had been won by 
Vishwanathan Anand in 1998 
in Kasparov's absence. 

Dos Hermanas Chess 
Tournament: 

Michael Adams of 
England clinched his maiden 
ti tic in the Dos Hermanas chess 
tournament. India's grand¬ 
master Vishwanathan Anand 
ended one of his most 
miserable tournaments of his 
career when he tied for last 
place. 

Hoogovens Title: 

Gary Kasparov of Russia 
made a triumphant comeback 
to annex the 61st Hoogovens 
Grandmasters chess title after 
drawing his final game against 
Vladimir Kramnik. Vish¬ 
wanathan Anand beat Vasselin 
Topalov of Bulgaria to finish 
with 9.5 points, a close second 
behind Kasparov, who scored 
I 10 as he remained unbeaten 
' throughout the tournament, 
which was held at Wijk Aan 
Jee in Netherlands. 

National Championship: 

Krishnan Sasikiran won 
the 36th National A chess 
championship held at Nagpur. 

Cricket 

World Cup '99 

The World Cup for 1999 
caused unprecedented media 
blitz and engulfed the nation 
in high expectations. 
Companies scrambled to 
become a part of the 
excitement and rake in big 
profits. Even retired cricketers 
who were part of India's 
winning team in 1983 were 
roped in to endorse products. 

Held from May 14-June 
20,1999, there were teams from 
12 participating countries. The 
opening match w^s played 


between England and Sri 
Lanka. The countries 
competing for the Cup were: 

Group A: Sri Lanka, 
India, England, Zimbabwe, 
South Africa and Kenya. 

Group B: Australia, New 
Zealand, West Indies, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Scotland. 

The World Cup '99 ended 
on June 20, 1999 with a 
dramatic final match played at 
Lord's. Pakistan was humbled 
in the finals, most 
unexpectedly. They collapsed 
at 132, the lowest ever in the 
history of World Cup Cricket 
The Australians could reach 
the total in just 20.1 overs. 
Shane Warne was declared 
man of the match for his haul 
of 4 wickets. Australia had 
won the World Cup first time 
in 1987 in India and thus 
bagged the title for the second 
time. The only other team to 
have won the title twice is West 
Indies (1975 and 1979). 
Australian coach Geoff Marsh 
became the only cricketer in 
the history of the game to win 
the Cup as a player and as a 
coach. 

Lance Klusener of South 
Africa was adjudged man of 
the tournament. He starred in 
several South African victories, 
often snatching victory when 
all seemed to be lost. 

For Bangladesh and 
Scotland, it is the first World 
Cup appearance. For die first 
time, matches are spread over 
four countries—England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Holland. 
A constant score update was 
available on the Internet. 
Asian Test Championship: 

Pakistan beat Sri Lanka 
to become the continental 
champions in the inaugural 
Asian Test Championship final 
played at Dhaka, Wasim 
Akram became the first bowler 
to claim a hat-trick in succes¬ 


sive tests. 

Azharuddin becomes 
highest run getter: 

Azharuddin scored his 
8,649th run in Sharjah playing 
opposite Sri Lanka, becoming 
the highest run getter in one- 
day internationals. He got past 
Haynes' aggregate score of 
8,648 in 302 matches. The other 
top run getters in the one-day 
matches are: Aravinda de Silva 
of Sri Lanka (7,689 runs in 244 
matches), Sachin Tendulkar of 
India (7,457 runs in 203 
matches) and Javed Miandad 
of Pakistan (7,381 runs in 233 
matches). 

Champions Cup: 

Pakistan beat India by 8 
wickets in the Champions Cup 
final held at Sharjah. 

Coca Cola Cup triangular 
cricket: 

India beat Zimbabwe 
with Sachin Tendulkar scoring 
his 21st one-day century. 
Deodhar Trophy: 

Central Zone beat South 
Zone by five wickets to lift the 
Deodhar Trophy, played at 
Agartala. 

Duioep Trophy: 

Central Zone beat West 
Zone in the 38th Duleep 
Trophy final match played at 
Aurangabad. 

Frank Warrell Trophy: 

Australia retained the 
Frank Warrell Trophy against 
West Indies. The two teams 
drew die series 2-2 but the tro¬ 
phy went to Australia as they 
were holders. 

Hoaly breaks world 
record: 

Ian Healy broke Rodney 
Marsh's wottd record of 355 
dismissals when he had 
Pakistan's Wasim Akram 
wicket in the first cricket Test 
between Pakistan and Austra¬ 
lia played at Rawalpindi. 
Healy was playing in his 104th 
Test and got 355 wickets in 96 
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Test matches. 

Irani Trophy: 

* Ranji champions Karna¬ 
taka lifted the Irani Trophy for 
the fourth time by virtue of 
their first innings lead, as their 
five-day match against Rest of 
India ended in a draw. The 
match was played at Banga¬ 
lore. 

Mark Taylor retires: 

Australia's Mark Taylor 
announced his retirement from 
cricket on February 2, 1999. 
Taylor had made his Test debut 
against the West Indies in 
Sydney in 1989 and played 104 
Tests He had earlier crossed 
7,000 runs in Test ciicket 
during his innings in the 
second Test played at 
Peshawar He achieved this in 
' his 98th Test and 173rd innings 
when he reached 213, 
becoming the 16th batsman 
and fourth Australian to pass 
the milestone 
Pepsi Cup Triangular 
Series: 

India crashed to a humili¬ 
ating 123-run defeat to Paki¬ 
stan in the Pepsi Cup 
Triangular series final held at 
Bangalore. 

Ran|i Trophy: 

Karnataka retained the 
T Ranji Trophy beating Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Sahara Cup: 

Pakistan won the Sahara 
Cup 4-1. India won the first 
game but lost out all others. 
Taylor makes world 
record: 

Australian captain Mark 
Tkylor made the world record 
for taking the highest number 
of Test catches. Earlier, the 
record was held by Allan Bor¬ 
der who has 156 catches in 156 
Tests. 

The Ashes: 

I Australia beat England by 
’ 205 runs in the Hurd Ashes 
Test match played at Adelaide 


and secured the Ashes for the 
sixth consecutive time. 

Wills International Cup: 

South Africa beat West 
Indies to claim the Wills Inter¬ 
national Cup cricket tourna¬ 
ment played at Dhaka. 

Wills Ttophy: 

Jai Prakash Yadav scored 
a hat trick and helped Madhya 
Pradesh beat Bengal to bag die 
Wills Trophy, played at 
Calcutta. 

EQUESTRIAN 

World Equestrian Games: 

Germany won the team 
competition in the show-jump¬ 
ing event at the World Eques¬ 
trian Games held in Rome. 
France came in second, while 
Britain clinched the bronze 

FOOTBALL 

Durand Cup: 

Mahindra and Mahindra 
(Mumbai) beat East Bengal in 
the finals, to win the 
Kelvinator Durand Cup held 
at New Delhi They became the 
first-ever Mumbai team to win 
the tournament. 

Federation Cup: 

Mohun Bagan lifted the 
KBL Federation Cup football 
title held at Calcutta, defeat¬ 
ing East Bengal. 

FIFA World Youth 
Championship: 

Spain beat Japan in the 
under-20 World Cup held at 
Lagos. This was the first time 
that Spain won the title. 

• National League: 

Salgaocar Club of Goa 
clinched die 1999 Coca Cola 
National Football League title, 
beating Mohun Bagan in Salt 
Lake Stadium, Calcutta. 

SAFF Cup: 

Defending champions In¬ 
dia scored a 2-1 victory over 
Bangladesh to win the SAFF 
football tournament held at 
Margao. 


Subroto Cup: 

Delhi's Modern School 
beat Christ Collegiate School 
in the tie-breaker to lift the 
Subroto Cup football tourna¬ 
ment held in New Delhi. 
World Cup: 

France became the first 
host nation to win the World 
Cup in 20 years as they beat 
defending champions Brazil 
3-0 in the final at the Stade de 
France. 

FIFA Fair Play Award: 
France and England were 
jointly awarded the FIFA Fair 
Play Award during the World 
Cup held in France. Norway 
finished third with 822 points. 

Golden Boot Award: 
Croatia's Davor Suker won the 
Golden Boot Award as top 
scorer of the World Cup with 
six goals. 

GAMES 

National Games: 

The fifth National Games 
were inauguarated by 
President K.R. Narayanan on 
February 14, 1999 at the 
Khuman Lampak main 
stadium m Imphal. It was the 
biggest sporting event of the 
northeastern region Manipur 
bodybuilder Manipak Singh lit 
the National Games flame. 
Weightlifter Kunjarani Devi 
took oath on behalf of the 7,000 
participants. Hosts Manipur 
entered the biggest squad 
numbering 700 participants. 
The Games mascot was 
'Sangai', the deer species 
found only in Manipur. It is an 
endangered species and only 
a few hundred Sangai deers 
survive now. 

Jaspal Rana and Nisha 
Millet stole the thunder of the 
Games, and N.G. Dingko 
Singh emerged king of the 
boxing ring> Kerala regained 
top position in the medals tally, 
while Manipur was second. 


Jaspal Rana improved . 
upon the existing world mark 
in shooting down the gold in 
the centre fire pistol. Nisha 
Millet of Bangalore won 14 
gold medals, 10 of them 
individual triumphs. Kerala 
swimmer Sebastian Xavier got 
7 golds and Minimol 
Kuttappan got 6 from canoeing 
and kayaking. There were 
upsets as well: Kujarani Devi 
was upstaged by Manipur 
team-mate Sanamacha Chanu 
for the women's 48 kg lifting 
gold and Rana was pushed to 
silver in air pistol and 
rapidfire. 

Sunita Rani completed a 
golden treble from athletics. 
Her effort put Punjab in the 
third place in the medals' 
count. Manipur athletes stood 
out for the sheer number of 
events they won. 

The Games closed on 
February 25th with hosts 
Manipur finishing overall 
champions with 484 points. 
Kerala followed with 481 but 
led the medals tally as they 
won the maximum gold 
medals—52 to Manipur's 49. 
Previous champions Karna¬ 
taka finished sixth. Nisha Millet 
with 14 gold and silver medals, 
was declared best 
sportswoman of the meet while 
Kerala's Sebastian Xavier took 
the best sportsman award after 
taking 7 gold medals. 

The next Games in 2000 
which will be hosted by 
Ludhiana in Punjab. 

Aslan Gamas: 

The 13th Asian Games 
opened in Bangkok on Decem¬ 
ber 6, 1998. Thailand's king 
Bhumibol Adulyadej used an 
ancient magnifying glass as a 
unique way of lighting the 
symbolic flame. India's hockey 
captain Dhanraj Pillay carried 
the Indian flag at the opening 
ceremony. 
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Some of the important 
achievements were: 

Mansher Singh and 
Manavjit Singh: gold in pairs 
Trap event. Jaspal Rana and 
Ashok Pandit, gold in men's 
centre fire pistol pairs. Rana 
won an individual gold in 
men's centre fire pistol. Roopa 
Unnikrishnan: gold in 
women's sport rifle event. She 
scored 590 and eclipsed the 
previous Games mark of 589 
points set by Elsa Kotze of 
South Africa. Satish Rai. set a 
Commonwealth record in 
snatch and won silvers in clean 
and jerk Animugam Pandian: 
gold in the 65 kg category. 
Dharmaraj Wilson: gold in 
clean and jerk with 140 kg and 
silver for his total effort of 
242.5 kg. 

Asian Winter Games: 

The fourth winter Asian 
Games opened on February 2, 
1999 at Kangnung, known as 
"Korea's Alps". 
Commonwealth Games: 

The first Commonwealth 
Games in Asia were held in 
Malaysia on September 11-21, 
1998. The second biggest 
sports festival in the world 
after the Olympic Games, it 
had over 4,000 competitors 
from 70 countries and regions. 
Eighth South Asian 
Federation (SAF) Games: 

Kathmandu will host die 
eighth SAF Games in 1999. The 
Games were held in Chennai 
in 1995. The 1997 event had to 
be postponed as Nepal, who 
were to host the games, did not 
have the infrastructure ready. 
Goodwill Games: 

The 1998 Goodwill Games 
were held in New York on July 
19-August 2. Showcase of 15 
most popular sports, 1500 
athletes from 60 countries com¬ 
peted for die $ 5 million prize 
money, the largest purse in 
multi-sport event history. First 


Eft 


held in Moscow in 1986, the 
Games have re-focused 
their attention to benefit 
children. 

Golf 

British Open: 

Mark O'Meara became 
the oldest player to win two 
major tides in one year and the 
first to win the British Open 
Golf title and Masters in the 
same year. 

Honda-Slel*AGC PGA 
Championship: 

Calcutta's Uttam Singh 
Mundy beat Jyoti Randhawa 
to clinch the Honda-Siel-AGC 
PGA Championship, held at 
New Delhi. 

Masters Championship: 

Jose Maria Olazabal of 
Spain beat Australian Greg 
Norman to win his second 
Masters Championship. 

PGA championship: 

Vijay Singh of Fiji beat 
Steve Strieker to win the 80th 
PGA championship for his first 
major title. He was awarded 
the victor's Wanamaker 
trophy. 

SAARC Title: 

India won the inaugural 
SAARC golf championship 
defeating Sri Lanka 2-1 in the 
finals hald at Bangalore. 

Wills Indian Open 
Championship: 

Arjun Atwal won the 
Wilis Indian Open Golf Cham¬ 
pionship held in Calcutta 
Women's World 
Championship: 

Juli Inkster became the 
world champion for the second 
straight year in the Women's 
Golf Championship played at 
Florida. 

Handball 

Men's Senior National 
Championship: 

Services retained die title 
by defeating Madhya Pradesh 


in the finals of the 27th men's 
senior national handball 
championship held in 
Vijayawada. 

Hockey 

Malaysia to host World 
Cup, 2002: 

The International Hockey 
Federation announced that 
Malaysia will hold the 2002 
men's hockey world cup while 
Australia will stage the 
women's edition. 
Rangaswamy Cup: 

Indian Airlines beat Tamil 
Nadu to win the Rangaswamy 
Cup in the 59th Senior 
National Hockey Champion¬ 
ship held at Hyderabad. 
Sultan Azlan Shah Cup: 

Pakistan beat South Korea 
to lift the ninth Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup played at Kuala Lumpur. 

Motor Sports 

British Formula 3: 

Narain Karthikeyan be¬ 
came the first Indian to win a 
race in the British Formula 3 
championship when he out¬ 
paced the entire field to the 
tune of 7.2 seconds. 

Sailing 

Laser International Open 
Regatta Championship: 

Nitin Mongia of Naval 
Sailing Club, Mumbai, won die 
Laser Class Association of In¬ 
dia Trophy in die Champion¬ 
ship, held at Hyderabad. 

Snooker 

World Championship: 

Stephen Hendry clinched 
a record seventh world tide 
with a victory over Mark Wil¬ 
liams in the final of the World 
Snooker Championship held at 
Sheffield, England. 

Squash 

Asian Championship: 

Pakistan retained the 


Asian Squash Championship 
men’s team title by beating , 
Malaysia in the final held an 
Kuala Lumpur. 

World Open 
Championship: 

Jonathan Power of 
Canada beat Petqy Nicol of 
Scotland in the World Open 
Squash Championship held in 
Doha. 

Swimming 

National Championship: 

Karnataka retained the 
overall tide and Police team 
finished second and Railways 
third in the 53rd National 
Aquatic Championship, held 
at Bangalore. 

Table Tennis 

Asian Championship: T 

Wang Liquin beat Seiko 
lseki to win the men's singles 
title in the Asian table tennis 
championship held in Osaka 
China also won the women's 
team title, the men's doubles 
trophy through Ma Lin and 
Liu Guoliang, and the 
women's singles crown 
through world number two Li 
Ju. 

Junior National Table 
Tennis Championship: 

Bengal won both the boys 
and girls singles and doubles 
tides in the finals in the 60th 
Junior National Table Tennis 
Championship held at 
Jalandhar. 

Tennis 

Asia Cup: 

Mahesh Bhupathi won 
the Asia Cup Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship* played at New 
Delhi. 

ATP Championship: 

Patrick Rafter of Australia 
won his second straight tide, 
beating Pete Sampras in the 
ATP Championship held aj^ 
Mason in Ohio. 
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ATP Gold Flak* Open: 

Leander Paes and Mahesh 
^ Bhupathi won the doubles 
title, beating the pair of Wayne 
Black and Neville Goodwin in 
the ATP Gold Flake Open 
Tennis tournament held at 
Chennai. 

ATP Upton Championship: 

Richard Krajicek of Hol¬ 
land won his 17th career title 
when he beat Sebastien 
Grosjean of France to emerge 
champion at the ATP Lipton 
Championship held at Florida. 
Venus Williams defeated 
younger sister Serena to win 
her second consecutive title at 
the Lipton Championships in 
the first major women's tennis 
final between sisters in over a 
century. In 1894, Maud Watson 
* had defeated older sister Lilian 
to win the Wimbledon title 
ATP Singles Title: 

India's Leander Paes won 
his first ATP singles title beat¬ 
ing Neville Godwin of South 
Africa to claim the Hall of 
Fame tennis championships at 
Newport He became the first 
Indian to win the tournament 
since Vijay Amntraj in 1984. 
ATP Tour Champions Cup: 

Mark Philippoussis of 
Australia defeated Carlos 
) Moya of Spain to win the 
Champions Cup held at Indian 
Wells, California. 

ATP Tour World Doubles 
Championship: 

Jacco Eltingh and Paul 
Haarhuis won the ATP Tour 
World Doubles Championship 
played at Hartford. 
Australian Open: 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia beat Swedish Thomas' 
Bnqvist to win the Australian 
Open title played at 
Melbourne. Martina Hingis 
won her fifth Grand Slam title 
^ and third straight Australian 
' Open final with a victory over 
Amelie Mauresmo of France. 
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In the men's doubles title, 
Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi fought Australia's 
Pat Rafter and Sweden's Jonas 
Bjorkman till the fifth set, but 
then lost out. 

Canadian Open: 

Australia's Patrick Rafter 
won the du Maurier Canadian 
Open with a victory over Ri¬ 
chard Krajicek of the Nether¬ 
lands. The championship was 
held at Toronto. 

Chase Championslps: 

Martina Hingis beat Lind¬ 
say Davenport to win the 
Chase Championship held at 
New York. 

Davis Cup final: 

Sweden beat Italy 4-1 in 
the Davis Cup final match 
played at Milan, Italy, Decem¬ 
ber 44. 1998. 

Evert Cup: 

Serena Williams of USA 
beat Steffi Graf of Germany to 
emerge champion in the Evert 
Cup Women's Singles. 

Family Circle Cup: 

World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis beat Anna Koumikova 
of Russia in the final of the 
Family Circle tennis tourna¬ 
ment held at Hilton Head Is¬ 
land. 

Fed Cup crown: 

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario 
and Conchita Martinez beat 
world number one Martina 
Hingis and Patty Schnyder in 
the doubles to give Spain a 
3-2 win over Switzerland and 
their fifth Fed Cup title, played 
at Geneva. 

Grand Slam Cup: 

Rios beat Andre Agassi in 
the men's final of the Grand 
Slam Cup played in Munich. 
Venus Williams won the 
women's edition, beating Patty 
Schnyder. 

Hopman Cup: 

Australia's newest tennis 
sensation, 15 year old school¬ 
girl Jelena Dokic and her part¬ 


ner Marie Philippoussis, won 
the singles and the mixed team 
tournament and helped their 
country win the Hopman Cup 
held at Perth. 

Japan Open: 

Nicolas Kiefer captured 
his second career title when he 
beat Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa to win the men's singles 
title at the Japan Open tourna¬ 
ment at Tokyo. 

National Championships: 

Second seed Nidn Kirtane 
won the men's final of the 
DSCL National Champion¬ 
ships held at New Delhi. Uzma 
Khan of Andhra Pradesh beat 
Sai Jai Lakshmi to win the 
women's title. 

National junior hard court 
championship: 

Vijay Kannan of Delhi and 
Uzma Khan of Andhra 
Pradesh breezed past their 
rivals to retain the boys and 
girls singles titles respectively 
in the MCC-IOB National 
junior hard court tennis 
championships, held at 
Chennai. 

Pilot Pen championship: 

Leander Paes beat top 
seed Pete Sampras in straight 
sets in the third round of the 
Pilot Pen international tennis 
championship held at New 
Haven. 

Shanghai Open ATP 
Tournament: 

India's pair of Mahesh 
Bhupathi and Leander Paes 
beat the top ranked duo of 
Todd Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde for the first time to 
lift the doubles title of the 
Shanghai Open ATP tourna¬ 
ment. 

US Open: 

Patrick Rafter defeated 
fellow Australian Mark 
Philippoussis at foe US Open 
men's singles championship 
held at New York. Davenport 
beat defending champion 


Martina Hingis to lift the 
women's title. Martina Hingis 
and Jana Novotna won the 
women's doubles beating the 
US-Belarus pair of Lindsay 
Davenport and Natasha 
Zvereva. 

World Team Cup: 

Australia won foe World 
Team Cup title when they 
overcame Sweden in a match 
played at Dusseldorf, Ger¬ 
many. 

VOLLEYBALL 

World Championship: 

Cuba beat Olympic silver 
medallist China in three sets 
to win foe women's title at foe 
World Volleyball Champion¬ 
ship held at Osaka. 

Senior National 
Championship: 

Reigning champions In¬ 
dian Railways lifted the 47th 
Senior National Volleyball 
Championship in the women's 
section for foe 13th time in a 
row defeating Kerala. The 
championship was held at 
Chinsurah 

National Championship: 

Tamil Nadu defeated 
Punjab to lift the men's title 
after winning all the five 
matches played in foe National 
Volleyball Championship held 
at Iriprayar (Kerala). Railways 
overcame hosts Kerala to win 
the title in the women's sec¬ 
tion. 

Weightlifting 

Commonwealth 

Championship: 

Bharti Singh hoisted the 
women's plus 75 kg class gold 
as India finished runners-up in 
women's team ranking of foe 
Commonwealth weightlifting 
championship held at 
Melbourne. India got seven 
gold medals and one silver. 
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Short Notes 



commerce rrtarkotiii bu$tr(M^'tc^tAisb)fi(s&' tafosacttona 

would toifoh Rs 50,006 prore'W foe next two yjsara.'OnfocknversWe' the estimate 


The study included households as well as companies .for a.prospective on the 
business-to-consumer e-commerce,market. 

Companies surveyed expect e-commerce'to contribute around 10-12 j5er cent of 
their yearly turnover in the-.rfoxt-Two years'dhd’nearly 17 per cent in the next five 
years. 

At present, however, of the 318 chief information officers surveyed, only 
20 per cent said their organisations were trying to use e-commerce, atleast 
to sorpe extent. 

The key barriers in'the adoption of e-commerce indude lack of proper 
commercial and legal system for.conducting,E-business, lack of development 
infrastructure and lack of awareness of technology. 

Also, 62 per cent of PC owners and 75 percent of non-P.C. owners were not sure 
about duality and delivery of products. 

Majority of respondents did not understand the new nrfethod of buying and 
selling. 


•n 

National Nows 

INMA-MKMMN 

Knrfll wan MaJ*? |sIm for India 
hat nf n bfo i w i i iii tost 

T HOUGH foe war is still going on the 
military front in Kargil, the battle for 
international opinion has been all but won 
by India. Early on in the conflict, US had 
rebutted Pakistani claims that India had 
bombed positions on Pakistani territory. 
Later, US publicly and directly attributed 
the blame for the Kargil crisis on Pakistan 
and asked it to withdraw the Pakistan- 
backed insurgents from Indian territory in 
Kashmir. Support for India's position 
came from major countries like UK, 
Germany and Russia. 

After the detection of Pakistan- 
backed infiltrators in high ridges in the 
Drass-Kaigil and Batahk area, Indian 
army, along with air force, had started 
Operation Vijay to flush out infiltrators 
The talks between India and 
Pakistan, when Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Sartaj Aziz visited India on June 12,1999, 
failed when India rejected Pakistani 
contentions about escalation of conflict, as 
well as with regard to the Line of Control. 

Aziz said that india had needlessly 
escalated conflict along LoC, only this 
summer, although insurgent activity 
increases every year during summer. 


India rejected the claim saying that armed 
intrusion across Indian side of LoC had to 
be vacated. 

Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh also 
maintained the inviolability of LoC. He 
expressed surprise that Pakistan has 
raised doubts about the LoC after 27 years 
of Shima agreement. 

The LoC is a line which shows the 
extent of area controlled by each side 
in Jammu and Kashmir. It is a line 
drawn on the basis of where the two 
armies were when the ceasefire was 
announced after 1971 Indo-Pak war. 
The Shimla accord signed in 1972, 
incorporated the LoC instead of the 


Both India and Pakistan are 
signatories to the Geneva Convention and 
obliged to bring to justice person accused 
of violating the Convention regardless of 
their nationality. 

Meanwhile, Indian Defence Officials 
have questioned the wisdom of having 
left 140 km of the LoC with Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir unattended during 
winter months. 

This laxity is in sharp contrast to 
the fact that Army has been 
maintaining posts along the Line of 
Actual Control with China. Also, it 
took time for the Army to realise that , 
the intruders were in fact Pakistani * 


Do You Know... 

India's forex earnings from tourism 
dipped marginally, by about 0.7 per 
cent, to $3132.53 million in 1998 from 
$3151.70 million in 1997, due to a fall 
in international arrivals and devaluation 
of rupee. In rupee terms, the earnings 
shot up by 6.3%, thus reflecting the slip¬ 
page in the value of the Indian curren- 
cy.The country attracted a large number 
of tourists from central and south 
America indicating a jump of 39.3 per 
cent followed by 22.7 per cent from 
Australia and 8.2 from Africa. 


old CFL (ceasfire line). 

Pakistan also hinted at establishing a 
Joint Working Group (JWG) to sort out 
the Kargil issue. But India was emphatic 
about the fact that since Pakistan had 
breached LoC and committed an 
aggression, it had already violated the 
Shimla accord. 

The talks were marred by handing 
over the mutilated bodies of six Indian 
solaiers on June 9 by Pakistan. These 
soldiers were captured, tortured and 
wilfully killed while in Pakistani custody. 
Later, India served notice on Pakistan to 
prosecute the torturers of Indian soldiers 
killed in its custody and fulfil its 
obligations as a signatory to the Geneva 
Convention. 
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soldiers, many of them belonging to 
the Northern Light Infantry which 
comprises residents of Baltiston, 
located opposite Kargil sector. 

Although India has indicated that it 
is prepared to wait as long as it takes to 
root out the Pakistani Army and die 
intruders, Pakistan continues to harp on 
Kashmir as the core issue which must be 
resolved first to avoid Kargil-Iike 
situations, and the BrilU settlement of 
Kashmir problem must be based on foe 
50-year-old UN resolutions suggesting 
plebiscite in Kashmir. 

US President Bill Clinton has himself 
asked Pakistan to withdraw from Indian 
side of LoC and, according to American fp 
think-tank, foe US may go public with 
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rid) are Setting richer,'bot 


The combined wealth of Wfl World's top 200 billionaires is worth more than $ 1 
trHfion, niore than double of what they *ene worth a decade ago. 

As of April 30,1&99 the seven Hehest persons in the world were Americans, 
followed by Saudi Prince Ahvedeetf bin Ta|al (If5 billon), Germany’s Albrecht,fomily >1 
($ 13.0 bilfion) and Hong Kong prdrfwtdr Ll-Ra Shing ($ 12.7 billion) 

Trailing behind Gates were Americans Warren Buffet ($ 36 billion); Paul ,*j 
Allen ($ 30 billion), Stive Ballmer ($ 19.5'Wflion);- Philip Auschutz ($ 18.5 bflUoh) j 
Michael OeO ($ 16.S billion) and S. Robson Walton ($ 15.B billion). 


evidence of Pakistan's involvement in 
Kargil if its advice is not heeded. 

S The Indian foreign policy 
establishment believes that there has been 
a paradigm shift in the US policy towards 
India which is evident from US position 
individually, and by G-8, on Kargil. 

Also, the Indian belief is that given 
the state of its economy, Pakistan cannot 
sustain the Kargil operation for long. 

On the other hand, analysts believe 
that Pakistan army would not let the 
Sharif government resolve the crisis with 
diplomacy. The Pakistan army, whose 
image was sagging until its invasion into 
the Kargil-Drass sector, is fast regaining 
its popularity while the image of Sharif 
government is in decline. Other analysts 
say that Pakistan game plan is to lie India 
down in a long drawn out, expensive, low 
intensity conflict. 

There has been flurry of diplomatic 
efforts to defuse the crisis. General 
^ \nthony Zinni, Commander-in-Chief of 
the US central command and deputy 
assistant US Secretary of State Gibson 
Lampher visited Islamabad to defuse the 
crisis. Later, Nawaz Sharif government 
dispatched former foreign secretary Naiz 
Naik as its special emissary on a secret 
mission to India with a set of proposals. 

Lampher also visited New Delhi to 
brief the Indian government on Zinni's 
visit to Pakistan, but denied any proposals 
for "safe passage" for militants. 

Pakistan also gave signals to 
international community that in event of 
Indian attack it would not hesitate to use 
*its ultimate weapon, an obivious reference 
i to Nuclear weapons. 

This claim of Pakistan has aroused 
i fears of a regional nuclear free-for-all. 
i And, therefore, today the overriding 
i South Asian security goal of the US is to 
stabilize the overt nuclear environment of 

Do You Kmnl. 

A full-length Hindi feature film made by 
a Delhi director has been completed in 
12 days. The film, Aashray has no 
female lead and no songs. Most of the 
action takes place in a single room, a 
waiting room at the deserted railway 
station at Kanoh in Himachal Pradesh. It 
r /has cost Rs 25 lakh to make. 


the region. 

If the Kargil action becomes too 
costly in lives and too lengthy in terms of 
time, India will then have to give serious 
thought to crossing into PoK to cut 
infiltrators' supply lines, according to 
analysts. In such a case, at a time when all 
the Himalayan passes are open, a passive 
Chinese reaction is crucial. 

China has been strictly neutral about 
the Kargil conflict. Sartaj Aziz, preempted 
Mr Jaswant Singh's visit to China, but 
failed to make Beijing shift its stand. 

Even though US is exerting pressure 
on Pakistan, India is totally against third 
party mediation in the Indo-Pak dispute. 

According to analysts, the Pakistani 
intrusion was part of a well-conceived 
plan to sever Ladakh from the rest of J & 
K. The plan involved three phases. The 
first phase was to occupy the ground of 
tactical importance m foe Kargil sector so 
that foe permanent Indian defence 
positions along foe LoC are rendered 
useless. 

The second phase called for the 
Pakistani strike reserves to break out 
through Chorbat La Turtuk tunnel along 
the Shyok river to ensure that foe ground 
logistics line to the Siachen Glacier are cut 
off. 

In foe final phase Pakistan would 
have seeked to consolidate itself by 
launching operations into Leh and 
targeting Manali-Leh highway, the only 
other ground route to Ladakh. 

Success of the plan would have 
helped Pakistan completely delink 
Ladakh from Kashmir. 

However, Pakistan once again 
grievously miscalculated. Infact, it was foe 
fifth time for Pakistan. The first 
miscalculation was made in 1947 when 


they did not anticipate the swift response 
of Indian army to save Srinagar. In 1965 
they did not expect Lai Bahadur Shastri 
would order attack across the 
international Border to relieve the 
Pakistani military pressure. In 1971 
Pakistanis were misguided by Mr Bhutto 
about foe US and Chinese response to 
Indian help to Muktt Bahini, to liberate 
Bangladesh. 

In 1989-96, they underestimated foe 
ability of India to withstand the 
prolonged transborder terrorist campaign. 
While, earlier the Weston response (read 
US) was to overlook Pakistani policies vis- 
a-vis India as Pakistan was a major tool to 
counter Soviet influence in Afgahnistan. 

However, post cold-war, ground 
situation has changed. The same 
mujahideens, who were indirectly nurtured 
by US, through Pakistan, to fight the 
Soviets in Afgahanistan, have now 
become a threat to the US. For Pakistan to 
expect a similar response as before was a 
big mistake. The response from USA and 
other G-8 countries, denouncing the 
infiltration, is a proof of the fact and has 
put Mr Nawaz Sharif in a catch-22 
situation. Once again Pakistan is expected 
to end up as a looser, albeit at a great 
human cost which could have been 
avoided but for the complacency that had 
crept into the Indian political system. 
There is indeed a big lesson to be learned 
by India, and Pakistan, from the conflict. 

High-tech system to guard LoC: The 
Indian army now plans to install 
unattended ground sensors, short-range 
battlefield surveillance radars and hand¬ 
held thermal imagers, backed by secure 
modem communication and signal 
system, to prevent future intrusions along 
foe LoC. 
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Economic News 


IDEM launches India’s,first index fund 

1DB1 is set to launch the country’s first index fund Named IDBi index 1-Nit 99, 
the open-ended no load fund will invest in the SO scrips included in S & P CNX Nifty 
index. 

As a passively managed fund, it will invest its corpus in the scrips that make up 
the index in die same proportion as their representation in Nifty. This means the return 
of the fund will be the same as the return on die index. * 

Nifty was chosen as the benchmark for the fund, as it has been developed using 
scientific methodology and represents SO per cent of total market capitalisation. 


Establishing posts in the harsh Kargil 
region will otherwise surpass the daily 
expenditure of Rs 30 million in Siachen 
Glacier. 

While the LoC, from the international 
border in Jammu to Zojila Pass, is well 
guarded, as is the 75-km stretch of 
Siachen, it is the 180-200 km stretch 
between Zojila Pass and Khor that has 
always been undefended in winters. 

Snaking its way through snowy 
mountains and upto 6060 metre high 
ridges, the area is the second coldest place 
in the world after Siberia. It is covered by 
four to six metres of snow between 
October and June, with temperatures 
plunging between minus 20 degrees to 
minus 60 degrees Celsius. 

All these years there had been 
virtually no militant infiltration from the 
three high passes of Tololing, Chorbat La 
and Lanak La. This was probably what 
attracted the Pakistani defence think-tank 
as the area was quite ill-defended all these 
years. 

(Also see Special Feature on page 10) 

INDU-CHINA 
Anal Chapter hw 

STABLISHMENT of a security 
dialogue, enhanced exchange of visits 
at various levels, revitalising the process 
of joint working group on the boundary 
question, agreement on enhanced trade 
and economic relations were the 
highlights of Indian External Affairs 
Minister Jaswant Singh's China visit on 
June 14,1999. 

The visit opened a new chapter in 
Sino-India relations as the 'threat chapter' 
was finally closed. The visit was the first 
undertaken by an Indian External Affairs 
Minister since 1991. 

Ties between the two countries got 
derailed in May, 1998 following some 


Do You Know... 

Russia has signed a contract for the pur¬ 
chase of the third 'Faram-1000' series 
computer, it will be used by the Russian 
Academy of Science for weather fore¬ 
casting, climate modelling, seismic data 
processing, bio-technology and other 
areas. 


remarks by Defence Minister George 
Fernandes and Prime Minister A.B. 
Vajpayee's letter to US President Bill 
Clinton in which he cited a Chinese threat 
to justify India's nuclear tests. 

Mr Singh shared India's perceptions 
on the Kargil situation with his Chinese 
counterpart Tang Jiaxuan and Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji. Mr Tang apprised Mr 
Singh about certain aspects of Pakistan 
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz recent visit to 
China. After Aziz's trip, China had 
described the Kashmir issue as a 
complicated affair, and urged both India 
and Pakistan to exercise restraint and take 
positive action to find peaceful solution to 
the problem. 

The decision to establish security 
dialogue mechanism came in the wake of 
NATO's unilateral attack on Yugoslavia 
and the eastward expansion of US-led 
military alliance. 

The security dialogue is expected to 
discuss regional and global security 
concerns. 

China also discussed with India 
the need to work towards a 
multipolar world and establishment 
of a new international order on the 
basis of five principles of peaceful 
coexistence— Panchsheel. 

Panchsheel refers to mutual respect for 
each nation's sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, mutual non-aggression non¬ 
interference in each other's internal 
affairs, equality, mutual benefits and 
peaceful coexistence. 

No progress, however, occurred 
on the South Asian nuclear issue and 
China will continue to refer to UN 
Security Council resolution 1172 
which calls for the complete rollback 
of India and Pakistan's nuclear 
programme. Although it is likely to be 
a proforma suggestion. 


INDUUUS 

Brownback Amondmonf to mm 
sanctions 

HE US Senate has approved the 
Brownback Roberts Amendment to 
suspend nuclear-related sanctions against 
India and Pakistan for five years. 

The amendment has been authored 
by Republican Senator Sam Brownback, 
who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations 
Sub-committee on South Asia. 

The Bill was introduced as an 
amendment to the Defence 
Appropriations Bill. Earlier, the Bill was 
withdrawn to protest against India's air 
strikes against Pakistan-backed infiltrators 
in Kashmir. But analysts says that was an 
excuse to save face because Senator 
Brownback did not have the votes to get it 
passed. 

The US administration currently 
has the authority to waive for one 
year some of the economic sanctions 
against India and Pakistan. The 
authority was awarded by a similar 
legislation authorised by Senator 
Brownback in 1998, because Pakistan I 
had appeared on the brink of financial 
collapse. That waiver is due to expire 
on October 21, 1999. 

Besides the five-year suspension of 
all Glen Amendment economic sanctions, 
that were triggered after India and 
Pakistan's nuclear test in May 1998, the 
new amendment seeks to address the 
Entities List. The Bill, if finally passed 
by House of Representatives, will also 
ensure significant prflning of the 
'entities list' or the list of around 300 
companies that US companies could 
not do business with, as these 
companies were believed to be 
involved directly Or indirectly in 
supporting India's nuclear 
programme. — 
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on 

International 

News 


YUGOSLAVIA 
NATO Iwilihi «mb 

O N June 10,1999, Serb troops began 
their withdrawal from Kosovo after 
an agreement was reached with NATO 
commanders. The move was followed by 
the decision by NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana to suspend NATO's 
bombing campaign against Yugoslaiva. 

At the same time, United Nations 
Security Council adopted a resolution on 
the Kosovo peace settlement, which 
authorised the development of NATO 
peace force, in a 14-0 vote with China 
abstaining. 

The agreement was signed by British 
Lieutenant General Sir Mike Jackson, the 
designated commander of an international 
peace force for the region and Yugoslav 
Generals, at a NATO base in Macedonia. 

Although Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic surrendered he let his 
negotiators sign the agreement only after 
he extracted a few concessions. The 
withdrawal of Serb forces took place m 11 
days, although NATO wanted the 
withdrawal to take place in 7 days. 

Another concession was regarding 
the demilitarisation zone around Kosovo. 
Serb troops would withdraw only five 
miles from Kosovo and not 25 miles as 
demanded by NATO. 

The peace deal signals the end of the 


Do You Kroml. 

Honda Motor Company has launched a 
new hybrid car Insight. The car has a 
petrol engine and an electric motor, with 
a light aluminium body structure. The 
company has achieved the world's low¬ 
est fuel consumption, averaging 35 km 
per litre. 


Wart across the globe gross a huge human cost 

As per an estimate published in The Economic Times the human cost of 
wars fought In 1990 was; Afghanistan: 2 million, 1979-1992: Soviet-backed 
coup put pro-Moscow regime in power, backed by more than 100,000 Soviet 
soldiers. Rebel groups drove soviets out and seized power, turning against each 
other. Civil war continues between Taliban militia and alliance of opposition 
forces* Algeria: 75,000,1992-1998: an insurgency touched off when the army 
canceled elections the Islamic Salvation Front was poised to win. In April, 
Algeria got its first civilian chief of State since 1965, and steps are being taken 
to bring foe banned Islamic Front back into the political mainstream. Angola: 
500,000,1975-1999; civil war between the government and Unita rebels first 
erupted after Angola's 1975 independence from Portugal and resumed in 
December after a four-year pause. Peace accords signed in 1991 and 1994 both 
elapsed. Some 780,000 Angolans have been displaced this year. Bosnia: 
260,000,1991-1995: military conflict and civilian massacres after foe breakup of 
Yugoslavia, settled with US-brokered peace deal. Burundi: 200,000-250,000, 
1993-1999: ethnic fighting has raged since foe 1993 assassination by Tutsis of 
foe first democratically elected President A. Hutu and a coup in 1996 that 
brought a Tutsi government to power. Chechnya: 18,000 to 100,000,1994-1996; 
fighting between Russian soldiers and Chechen rebels, ending with Chechnya 
running its own affairs but no country recognizing its independence claim. 
Colombo: 30,000,1960-1999: thousands die yearly in violence perpetrated by 
drug traffickers, leftist rebels, right-wing paramilitary squads and wayward army 
soldiers in a decades-long struggle. The country's ombudsman says civilian 
massacres rose 16 per cent last year, to 1,200, and more than 300,000 people 
were cftsptaced by violence. Colombia has seen a recent rash of high-profile, 
kidnappings but also moves to negotiate with the largest rebel group, Faro. 
Guatemala; 200,000, 1960-1996: civil war ended with peace agreement 
between leftlist rebels and the government, Israel-Palestinians: 125,000,1948- 
1997: foe private centre for defence information’s count since the establishment 
of Israel as a modem State. Kosovo: Western officials believe as many as 5,000 
Serb soldiers or police died serb sources have citied a civilian death toll of 
about 2,000 and at least 590 deaths among their security forces. An 
estimated 2,000 people died -under a crackdown on Kosovo’s ethnic 
Albanian rebels before Nato etarted bombing. Among Nato forces, two 
Americans died in a helicopter training mission in northern Albania, Liberia: 
150,000, 1989-1997: civil war sparked by rebellion to oust ethnic 
dictatorship. Democratic government installed, but sporadic armed clashes 
have followed. Northern Ireland: 3,250,1968-1998: street clashes between 
Roman Catholic protesters and Protestant police, leading in 1970 to foe 
start of bombings and shootings by the Irish Republican Army and then 
random killings by Protestant groups. Gulf war: 4,500 to 45,000, 1991: 
widely disputed even now. the estimated civilian death toll from Allied 
bombing has been put as low as 2,500 by US. Officials and as high as 
35,000 by Iraq. Estimates of Iraqi military deaths also vary widely, starting 
at about 1,500. US officials say 147 Americans died In action during the 
desert etorm bombing and ground campaign 299 more died in accidents 
before and during the war and related Gulf operations since. Swande: 500, 
000 to 800,000,1994: a 90-day slaughter of Tutsis or moderate Hutus by 
soldiers, militia and others under foe influence of the Hutu government, 
finally put down by Tutsi-fed rebels,. Sierra Leone: 14,000, 1991-1999: 
continuing war between the Revolutionary United Front arid foe government, 
with foe rebels backed by an ousted military junta and the government by a- 
Nigerian-led Intervention force. Latest peace talks began in May. 
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worst phase of bombing and human 
» misery in Europe after second world war. 

After Yugoslav troops began 
withdrawing, NATO divided the region 
among five western powers—US, Britain, 
Germany, Italy and France. But the 
Russians accused NATO of trying to 
exclude Moscow from the operation. 

Moscow insisted that its troops will 
not serve in Kosovo under NATO 
command and demanded that Russian 
forces be given control of Serbian 
inhabited northern part of the province. 

The presence of Russian soldiers, 
who are Slavic and Orthodox like the 
Serbs, will reassure Kosovo's Serbian 
minority, who fear for their lives as the 
expelled ethnic Albanians are gradually 
returning under NATO protection. 

Western leaders are reluctant to let 
the Russians play a major role because of 
fears that a Russian sector in Kosovo 
would harden into a permanent partition 
of the province. 

But NATO cannot afford to ignore 
Russians and is legally hamstrung by the 
terms of United Nations Security Council 
resolution that ended the Yugoslav war. It 
says that peace in Kosovo will be policed 
by an "international force" under UN 
mandate and including troops from non- 
NATO members. 

Moscow utilized the terms of the 
resolution to rush a small contingent of 
Russian troops into Kosovo ahead of the 
NATO army. The 200 Russians then 
entrenched themselves at the airport of 
Pristina, the Kosovar capital and resisted 
all NATO suggestions that they leave. 

Later, a partial agreement on Russian 
role in KosovoVas reached but 
deployment of Russian forces in Kosovo is 
still the slicking point Compromise 
solutions have been found on two key 
issues—the manner of Russian troops' 
inclusion in KFOR (peace keeping force 
for Kosovo) and joint use of the airport in 
Pristina. 

It was finally decided to give the 
Russians a separate command structure, 

Do You Know-. 

The World Day to Combat 
Desertification was observed on June 
17,1999. 


linking to NATO but not under its direct 
control, similar to the arrangement with 
peace-keeping forces of Bosnia. 

Violence, anarchy and confusion 
underline the dangers facing the peace 
keeping force in Kosovo. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon said that 
Russian mercenaries also fought in 
Kosovo alongside Serb forces and UK 
government has claimed that at least 
10,000 civilians were killed in massacres 
carried out by Serbs between March 25, 
the day NATO bombing started, and June 
10 when it was stopped. 

The triumphant entry and welcome 
of NATO forces notwithstanding, Kosovo 
appears to be lurching towards anarchy. A 
wave of ethnic killings m the wake of 
withdrawal of the Serbian army has 
pushed Pristina, the capital of Kosovo, 
into a state of bloody lawlessness. Already 
reports are trickling in of Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) taking control of 
large areas and forcing the Serb residents 
to flee. 

Whether ever-lasting peace will be 
finally achieved is a question no one can 
answer with authority—at least for the 
time being. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Mboki takas avar os Prasidant 

N June 16,1999 Thabo Mbeki took 
over as South Africa's second 
democratic President. Earlier, he had been 
elected unopposed as President by the 
National Assembly 

He succeeds Nelson Mandela, South 
Africa's first democratically-elected 
President and black head of government, 
who led the country through its first five 
years of democracy. 

Mbeki's re-elected African National 
Congress government won the mandate at 
the polls on June 2,1999 to pursue its 1994 
goals of liberation from oppression and a 
dehumanising legacy of deprivation it 
inherited from its apartheid past. 

Mbeki's presidency follows a five- 
year term as Deputy President—a role 
which he initially shared with country's 
last white President Frederick Wilhelm De 
Klerk. 

Mbeki's election has raised hopes for 
a renaissance in a country battling 
unemployment crime, poverty and 
corruption. Mbeki has been African 


National Congress president since 
December 1997. 

On the day of oath-taking. South 
Africans also celebrated Youth Day—a 
public holiday to commemorate the 
student uprisings against apartheid on 
June 16,1976. 

NORTH-SOUTH KOREA 
Tonalon continual 

ENSION between North and South 
Korea escalated on June 17,1999, over 
a Yellow Sea border row. The tension 
between the two nations started when 
Pyongyang (capita) of N. Korea) vessels 
entered Seoul's (capital of S. Korea) 
border buffer zone. This resulted in a 
fierce encounter in which a North Korean 
torpedo boat was sunk. 

US also ordered deployment of war¬ 
ships and planes to back up South Korea 
amid angry protests by the communist 
North 

In turn, N. Korea banned visits by 
South Koreans to its capital and plans to 
hand over the remains of US soldiers 
killed in the 1950-53 Korean war were 
cancelled. 

However, better sense prevailed on 
both sides and the conflict did not escalate 
further. Raised tempers were calmed 
when North Korea's supreme leader Kim 
Jong-11 called for peace in the region 

The problem in the two Koreans can 
be traced back to World War II when US 
occupied South Korea and Soviet Union 
took possession of North Korea. Because 
of the super power rivalry, the Korean 
peninsula became an international trouble 
spot. It was only in 1953 that an armistice 
was signed with help from US President 
Fisenhower. The armistice has helped in 
keeping near peace in the region although 
no lasting solution has been found. 

PAKISTAN 

Opposition parties slam budget 

AKISTAN'S Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar presented the budget for 1999- 
2000 on June 13,1999 and as usual, the 
defence budget—at 22 per cent of total 
12.5 billion dollar national budget—and 
debt servicing—at 45 per cent or 5.5 
billion dollars—took the lion's share of the 
total budget. 

Defence budget has been increased 
by 11 per cent. But the increase to Rs 142 
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billion ($ 2 78 billion) from Rs 128 billion 
seemed nominal uf f er accounting for 
inflation and increases in salaries and 
pensions 

Several opposition parties including 
the main Pakistan s People s Part) (PPP) 
Awami National Party (ANP) and the 
MutahidaQuanu Movement (MOM) 
slammed the budget as anti people ind 
anti It dc nl PPP t hmrpcison Ik ia. ir 
Bhutto said that the govt rnmt nt had not 
met even a single targe t me ntioned in the 
previous budget She deplored that m the 
new budget tht powi rs of local bodies to 
raise their own hinds through taxation 
had been withdnwn ind vested in tht 
federal governmi nl 

Ms Bhutto said the prt v intis budge t 
increased mthtion unempknmtnt and 
poverty and this one too would be no 
difli lent in its adverse impact on the 
people 1 ormcr cricketer turned politician 
and chief of lehnk c Insat Imran Khan 
also lambasted the budget 

PAKISTAN-CHINA 
Sharif Mtwbbad 

AKISTANI Premier Now a/ Sharif 
during the coui v of his ( hina v isit 
from June 29,1999 lobbied intensively fur 
Chinese support on ongoing conflict 
between India and Pakistan in Kargil 
Mr Sharif had hoped that China toi 
decades a steadfast ally would back a 
Pakistani plan foi a final si ttlcmcnt with 
India over Kashmir However Chinese 
leader Zhu Rongji, Prime Minister jiang 
/emin, and President and legislatn e 
chairman 1 1 Peng took a mote even- 
handed approach out of worms about 
war on its south western border 

C hina asked India and Pakistan to 
end their clash m Kargil through 
negotiation > 

China did howevei offer 


Do You Know... 

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation 
Ltd (HPCL) has launched the first of 
its kind rural energy intervention 
protect at Chichtkala village 
Hazanbagh, using renewable ener 
gy techniques The project has been 
taken up |omtly with Tata Energy 
Research Institute (TERI) 


cooperation on developing and 
manufacturing an advanced fighter jet 
plane Super 7, in collaboration with 
Pakistan A Memorandum of 
Understanding (Moll) in this regard had 
bi cn signed m 1997 The 5 7 project is 
ejected to meet the fightei plane 
requirements of both count!ie» as we II as 
revenue uirmr by offering it for sale to 
devi loping countries lhe first single 
tngine S 7 is expected to fly in 2001 and 
mass production is expteted by 2005 
Othei deals were on cooperation 
between electronic media setting up of a 
business council foi bilateral trade and 
business promotion and Pakistan s 
establishment of consular relations 
be tween the Portuguese enclave ot Macao 
which will it turn to C hmest sovereignty 
on Dectmbcr 20 1999 

INDONESIA 

UN approval Timor mluion 

HP UN Security Council has approved 
the creation ot a mission to organise 
and conduct Cast Timor s landmark v ott 
on self determination 

1 he UN Mission in Last Timor 
(UNAMCT) includes political electoral 
polict and militaiy experts 

Some 10 0001 ast Timorese are to 
ehost in the vote on August h 1999 
between independence or autonomy from 
Indontsia, which invaded the former 
Portuguese Colony in 1975 

Violence has erupted between pro 
and anti Indonesia groups since Jakarta 
announced it w as prepared to grant 
freedom to Past Timor if autonomy offer 
is rejected 

The situation has improved in Dili, 
the Last Timor i apital Other parts of the 
le iritory art still plagued by v tolence 

First Opon polls In 44 yoors 

NDONFS1A held its first multi-party 
election in 41 years on June 7,1999, thus 
taking its first step forward towards 
democracy, amid staggering social and 
economic problems The polling was 
largely peaceful 

The ruling Golkar party, the political 
tool of the former President Suharto 
during his 52 years in power, and 
opposition leader Megowati 
Sukarnoputri Indonesian democratic 
party of struggle were the main 


contenders in the race to control 
Parliament 

The polls are considered a major step 
away from authoritarian lule that ended 
when riols bv pro-democracy student 
groups forced President Suharto to resign 
in May 1997 Polls will decide the fate of 
462 of Parliament s 500 seals T He rest w <11 
go to the appointees of the powerful 
military w hit h is not allowed to v ote 

EU 

Conlro-RIght dominate elections 

l PC TIONS tor 1 uropcan Union s (PU) 
L uropt in P lrliament w e rt he id on 
|une 14 1999 in which thi left leaning 
gov ernments hav e sufh red insulting in 
major gains foi tht L entie right 

Ihe polls were maikettd b\ apathy 
atross the HI Only 5 per rent v ott r tuin 
out was recorded—-the lowest figure since 
the I uropcan Pailiamcnt became a 
directly eleettd body in 1979 

The Centre right T uropcan People s 
Party is likely to become the biggest bloc 
in the 1 uropcan Parliament sweeping 
aside the socialists, the biggest group in 
the outgoing Pai hament 

The mam losers weie socialist parties 
which hold power in most of the 1 U 
States in particular those of British Prime 
Minister lonv Blair and German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 

Scandal tainted Jacques Sauter, head 
of Furopean Commission who was foiced 
to resign in March by the Luropean 
Parliament, won scat in the new assembly 
as a Christian Democrat in Luxembourg 

CHILD LABOUR 
ComronNon got* ILO nod 

TTF International 1 abour Organisation 
(ILO) in its International f abour 
Conference held at Geneva, has adopted 
the Convention and Resolution On the 
Worse forms of Child l abour 

The Child Labour Convention is 
supported by a lecommendation which 
urges ratifying States to declare the worst 
form of child labour as criminal offences 
and post penal sanctions on those who 
perpetuate them 

The ILO director general Juan 
Somavia has announced the launch of a 
world wide campaign for the convention's 
ratification, through its International 
Programme on the Elimination of Child 
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I abour (IPEC) and other ILO 
^departments 

About 250 million children between 
the ages of five and 14 are working in 
developing countries alone 

The Convention on Child 1 abour 
w ould be added to ILO s tore 
(inventions, along with the freedom of 
issouation, right to tollcctive bargaining 
thi elimination of forced or compulsory 
I ibour, non discrimination in respect of 
i mployment and occupation and 
observance of minimum employment age 

WORLD ECONOMY 
Number of developing nations 
with declining eut|nit swells 

A C t OKDINCi to an outlook for the 
world economy by the UN's 
Department of I conomic and Social 
\ffairs the number of dev eloping 
countries with declining output has more 
g han doubled from 18 in 1997 to 40 in 
1998 The survey was conducted on 95 
ountnes for which reliable data was 
nailable 

The number of countries set to 
ichieve 3 per cent per capita growth in 
is set to fall to IT, downmg from 23 
m 1997 and 39 in 1996 

The survey, howev er, points to a 
noticeable stabilisation of the world 
(onomy, especially m the financial 
markets and a rebounding of depressed 
global prices, paiticularly of oil 
In spite of this, world economic 
growth in 1999 will remain well below the 
) nnd-level decade, and especially so for 
developing and transition economies 

Do You Know... 

The Board for Industrial and Financial 
Reconstruction (BIFR) has declared 
Amitabh Bachchan Corporation Ltd 
(ABCL) as a sick company under the Sick 
Industnal Companies (Provisions) Act 
1985 The net worth of the company has 
been totally wiped out by its accumulat¬ 
ed losses Against its net worth of Rs 
60 52 crore, the company had accumu¬ 
lated losses of Rs 68 51 crore The Board 
appointed Industnal Development Bank 
of India (10BI) as the operating agency 
for rehabilitating the Company 


The outlook warns that adjustments 
in real economic sectors will take much 
longer to be reflected than changes in 
financial and monetary indicators 
The outlook says that in the short 
term the outlook for the real world 
economy remains poor with gross 
economic output fortcast to rise only 2 
per cent this year and 2 5 per cent in 2000 

GERMANY 

Parliament set te return te Berlin 

N INE years after Geiman re 

unification its 1 egislaturc is set to 
resume its business in new capital Berlin 
trom September 6 1999 

Berlin takes over trom Bonn a slupv 
prov incial town on the Rhine riv t r and 
birthplace of Beethov en 

Berlin is situated on nv er Sprc e and 
was German capital during Hitler s 
regime 

SUMMITS 
O-i Summit 

A three day G-8 World Economic 
Summit was held at Colgnc in 
Germany from June 21 1999 At the 
end of the summit the leaders agreed 
to launch a new broad and ambitious 
round ot world trade talks at 
ministerial meeting of World Tnde 
Organisation in December 

They also called on WTO members to 
put torn ard, in particular proposals that 
would yield solid and substantial results 
for the poorest countries 

They also recognized need to 
forge a more effective link in the 
WTO s work between trade and 
environment issues 

G-8 welcomed the recent tramework 
agreement between Russia IMF and 
World Bank They called for the Pans 


Club (which manages agreements on 
countries soverign debt) to seek a 
rescheduling of old Russian debt once the 
agreement with IMI takes effect 

The G-8 consists of US, UK, Trance 
Canada Italy, Russia Japan and Germany 
At the end of the summit Russian leadei 
Boris Yeltsin met western leaders saying 
that he wanted to repair relation with 
West that were sent into deep freeze by 
the Kosovo crisis 

1 arlier, on June 12, the finance 
ministers from the world s seven richest 
nation the G 7 met in Frankfurt They 
agreed on a debt relief plan for pooi 
countries to be partly financed by selling 
gold held bv International Monetary fur J 
The ministers also pressed ih< ad 
with a broad aid package tor restructuimg 
Balkans 

The UN had also tailed upon the 
heads of G 8 countries to substantially 
improve the terms of relief giv en to 
heavily-indebted nations to eliminate 
once and for all their debt problem and 
ensure sustainable economic growth 
In a letter to German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroedtr chanman ol G 8 
summits UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan had said that debt relief 
should not come at the expense ot 
Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) 

On the eve of It 8 summit Japan s 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi asked G 8 
leaders not to ignore Asia as they had 
been doing all these years 
G 8 also denounced 
infiltration by Pakistani intruders 
across the LoC in Jammu & 
Kashmir The leaders askcd 
Pakistan to respect the LoC as 
demarcated under the 1972 Shimla 
Agreement 


Pakistan intruders begin withdrawing 

On July 11, 1999, an upbeat Indian government said that it had started 
receiving concrete indications that the Pakistani intruders had started 
pulling back to their side of LoC in the Kargil sector The Directors General 
of Military Operations (DGMOs) of India and Pakistan also met at Attan, 
near the Wagha border to discuss "disengagement" to facilitate the with¬ 
drawal 

The move was a major victory for both the Indian Armed forces and its 
diplomacy 
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Kashmir Day 

June 23 was designated as Kashmir 
Day, as a tribute to all those who made 
the supreme sacrifice for the country. 

CYBERSPACE 

Wob portal in Indian languages 
developed 

The Technology Development *or Indian 
Languages (TDIL) at the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Kanpur made a 
breakthrough in developing the 
technology for publishing Indian 
language documents on the web. 

A five-member team of the IIT's 
computer science department, led by T. 
Venkata Prabhakar, worked on the 
project for more than a year to develop 
what could essentially revolutionise the 
web. 

The team is all set to test the 
technology and hopes to put all the 
Sanskrit slilokas of the Rltagwad Gita on a 
website to be named "Gita Super Site" 
by the end of this month. As many as 
700 s hlokas from the Gita will be made 
available on the internet in 10 different 
Indian languages with commentaries in 
both Hindi and English. 

Although there are many websites 
carrying Indian texts, they are generally 
in Roman and not Indian scripts. 
Moreover, the text is not available in a 
multiplicity of Indian languages on the 
same site. With the technology 
developed by the team, both these 
deficiencies will be hopefully overcome. 

Ylrtool liuftala 

A CD-Rom to be released in October 
will allow computer users to speak to a 
virtual recreation ot the man widely 
accepted as the greatest scientist of the 
century. 

Artificial Life, a software company 
from Boston, has created a computer 


image programmed to act as if it were 
Einstein. The company claims to have 
put thousands ot man-hours into 
programming its Einstein "bot"—an on¬ 
screen robot character powered by 
artificial intelligence software. 

The image will be able to respond 
to questions about Einstein's public and 
private life. Conversations can be 
conducted by typing on the keyboard 
or speaking into a microphone. It looks 
like Finstein and has even been 
programmed to mimic his facial 
movements and mannerisms. 

The disk called, Albert Einstein A 
Life, is to be sold in German and 
English. It is expected to sell in America 
for $ 49. Users will be greeted by the 
virtual Einstein bot that can cither talk 
to them about his life or times, or 
answer questions. While the technology 
does not exist to have a perfectly 
natural conversation with a computer, 
the software does allow predictable 
questions to be answered by the virtual 
character. 

The CD-Rom stops when Einstein 
dies and so users cannot ask about how 
his theories have developed since his 
death. Similarly, Einstein cannot 
respond to events or discoveries that 
have happened since his death. 

Artificial Life is now considering 
going back to its list of famous people 
to create a follow-up to the Einstein 
project. 

PERSONS 

Premji, Axiai 

Chairman of the Rs 1,800 crore Wipro 
Corporation, Azim Premji has been 
listed as the richest Indian in the 
world. Traditionally into vanaspati and 
soap manufacturing, he diversified 
into electronics in 1977 and built 
Wiprd into a world class computer 
company. His wealth has surpassed 


that of LN Mittal. 

Poxo, Mario 

Bestselling author and screen writer 
who created The Godfather, Mario Puzo, 
died on July 3, 1999. After the book was 
published in 1969, it became one of the 
most phenomenal successes in literary 
and cinematic history. The novel was 
the No.l bestseller in USA for 67 weeks 
and sold 21 million copies worldwide. 
The film, directed by Francis Ford 
Coppola, earned several Academy 
awards. Pu/o's other books were The 
Fortunate Pilgrim, Darh Arena and The 
Fortunate. 

PROJECTS 

Panlpat refinery 

The Panipat Refinery of Indian Oil 
Corporation was dedicated to the 
nation on June 24, 1999. It is the 7th 
Refinery of Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited and is located amidst lush 
green fields of the historic district 
Panipat in Haryana. 

It is about 20 kilometres from Panipat 
city and 100 kilometres from Delhi. 

Panipat Refinery built at the cost of Rs 
3,868 crore including marketing and 
Pipelines installation, has an installed 
capacity of 6 millionmetric tonnes per 
annum. 

The refinery processes both 
indigenous and important crude 
oil. Panipat Refinery receives crude 
oil from a 345.7 kilometre long 
pipeline crom Chaksu to Panipat 
through Viramgam-Chaksu section 
of Salaya-Mathura Pipeline. It will 
produce every year,"about 8 lakh 
tonnes of Petrol, 9 lakh tonnes of jet 
fuel, 6 lakh tonnes of kerosene and 
21 lakh tonnes of diesel. Among 
other products include Naphtha, 
Bitumen, Sulphur etc. in addition, 
there shall be about 2 lakh tonnes of 1 
cooking gas available to the people. 
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RESEARCH 

US felenflsfs don* Iranian 
embryos 

US scientists have cloned the first 
human embryos. Using methods 
similar to those which produce Dolly, 
the cloned sheep at Edinburgh's 
Roslin Institute, they produced a 
male embryo comprising nearly 400 
cells. 

The scientists at the 
Massachusetts-based advanced cell 
technology then incinerated it after 
two days. They want to produce 
human body tissue which can be 
used to treat patients with various 
londitions, including nerve 
damage, diabetes and Parkinson s 
disease. 

A DNA-loaded nucleus of a human 
cell was extracted from a skin sample 
from a man's leg and then inserted into 
the outer protein of a hollowed out 
cow's egg under laboratory conditions. 

The egg was then placed in a 
laboratory dish and soaked in a 
chemical solution. The cell then began 
to develop into an embryo. Since the 
first embryo was cloned last 
November, the company is thought to 
have made many more, incinerating 
them all, in line with US research 
lines, before they reached the age of 
14 days. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Global wanning faster than 

predicted 

A new study on global warming trends 
products that global mean 
temperatures and sea levels will be 
rising over the next century at faster 
rates than previously predicted. The 
study from the Pew Centre on Global 
t limate Change in Virginia, USA, 
predicts a global mean temperature 
increase from 1.9 degree to 2.9 degree 
Celsius by 2010. Sea levels are 
projected to rise over the same period 
by 46 to 58 centimetres. 

These projections show more 
pronounced warming trends than those 
shown by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) who 
published their assessment in 1996. The 


panel will make another assessment in 

2001 . 

The average surface temperature of 
the globe has risen since late 1800 by 
about 0.6 degree Celsius mainly due to 
increase in human-induced Green 
House Gas (GHG) concentration in 
atmosphere Rise in industrial pollution 
and vehicular emission levels is 
responsible for increasing concentration 
of GHGs. 

Haze ever Indian Ocean may 
affect Asia'* climate 

Scientists involved in the Indian 
Ocean Experiment (INDOEX) have 
found that a ha/e of air pollution 
nearly the si/e of the United States 
covers the Indian Ocean and Arabian 
Sea in winter. This could harm the 
environment of both Asia and the 
tropical seas as well as alter the 
world's climate 

INDOEX is a $ 25-million 
experiment that includes scientists 
from India, the US, Germany, France 
and other Western European nations. 
The brownish ha/e looks like a 
mountain of pollution rising over the 
sea and is composed of several kinds 
of minute by-products from the 
burning of fossil fuels for industry and 
transportation. 

These elements, which include soot 
and sulphur droplets, are blown out 
over the ocean from the Indian 
subcontinent, China and South-East 
Asia (and even West Asia and Africa) 
during the winter monsoon when 
prevailing winds sweep down from the 
Himalayas and out to sea. 

In the late spring and summer, the 
winds reverse as part of the summer 
monsoon and blow the haze back across 
the land, where it combines with 
monsoon rains and falls out of the 
atmosphere as acid rain. 


SPACE 

Sen lannch tested seccessfelly 

The world's first commercial satellite 
launch from a floating platform at sea 
has been done successfully. A 
demonstration payload was placed in 
geostationary transfer orbit foom a 


floating launcher created by Boeing. 
Present at the equatorial launch site at 
154 degrees W longitude was Odyssey, 
a self-propelled launch platform, and 
the Sea Launch Commander, a floating 
mission control centre and rocket 
assembly factory. On board Odyssey in 
an environmentally controlled hangar 
was a 200-foot, flight-ready Sea Launch 
rocket, with the demonstration 
payload. 

During pre-launch preparations, 
Odyssey was partially submerged for 
added stability. Then the rocket, with 
payload, was withdrawn from its 
hangar on the platform, lifted into a 
vertical position, fuelled and 
launched—coordinated from the Sea 
Launch Commander. 

After the mission, Odyssey and 
Sea Launch Commander began the 
journey back to their home port in 
Long Beach, California, where each 
vessel will undergo post-launch checks 
and begin preparations for the next 
launch. Sea Launch has firm contracts 
for 16 launches, and will begin 
commercial operations later this year. 

It can deliver up to 5,000 kg of 
spacecraft mass to geostationary 
transfer orbit. 

MISCELLANY 

Alla's first Aerospace museum 

Asia's first air and space museum of 
international standards, displaying a 
large number of aircraft, spacecraft and 
aviation-related exhibits, is to come up 
in Bangalore. 

It has been envisioned on the lines 
of the famous aerospace museum in the 
sprawling Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington D.C. 

An Aerospace Museum Society has 
been formed to facilitate its 
establishment and the organisers hope 
to have a full-fledged museum ready 
by December 2003, for the centenary of 
Orwille and Wilbur Wright’fl*first 
powered flight. 

The museum will become a venue 
for show-casing the achievements of 
the aerospace community and the 
history of aeronautics and 
astronautics. 
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CRICKET 

World Cop '99 


A 

Sports 



The World Cup '99 ended on June 20 
1999 The final match was played at 
I nglish iruket's famous headquarter 
Lord's, with the Pakistan humbled ui 
the finals The Pakistani team collapsed 
at 132, the lowest-ever in the history of 
World Cup Cricket I he Australians 
could reac h the total in |iist 20 1 o\ ers 
bhane Wame was declared man of the 
match tor his haul ol 4 wickets 

Australia won the Woild Cup first 
time in* 1987 in India and thus bagged 
the title lor the second time The onlv 
other team to have won the title twice is 
West Indies (1975 and 1979) Australian 
coach Geoff Marsh became the only 
cricketer m the history of the game to 
win the Cup as a player and as a 
coach 

India did not win the World C up— 
it failed to qualify even for the semi¬ 
finals, but several of its players made 
records The first 5 centuries were 
scored by Indian batsmen Rahul 
Dravid became the*second player in the 
World C up to score back-to-back 
centuries The highest partnership was 
the 318-run second wicket stand 
between Ganguly and Dravid against 
Sri Lanka Ganguly's 183 against Sri 
I anka was the best by an Indian at 
World Cup, overtaking Kapil Dev's 175 
not out against Zimbabwe in 1983 The 


| best score record in the World Cup is 
held bv Gary Kirsten with 188 Sachm 
l kndulkar crossed 8000 one day runs as 
well as 1000 rims m World Cups He 
imished his third World Cup with 1057 
runs, behind Pakistan's laved Miandad 
w ilh 1083 runs Mohd A/haruddin 
became the first plaver to cross 9000 
runs in one-day cricket He already 
holds the record for playing the most 
1 number of one day ties Rahul Dravid 
' scored 461 runs, the maximum in this 
j World Cup 

1 ance Klusener of South Africa was 
adjudged man of the tournament He 
I starred m several South African 
victories often snatching victory when 
all seemed to be lost The semi-final 
match had almost been won bv South 
Africa because of Klusener's batting, 
but a fatal last-run which led to Allan 
Donald's run out cost the country a 
chance to play in the linals 

1 Some statistics of tha World 
Cap 99: 

Top run makers Rahul Dravid 
(India)—461 Steve Waugh (Australia)— 
398 Saurav Ganguly (Indta)—379 

Top Individual scores Saurav 
Ganguly—183, India vs Sri Lanka, 
Taunton, May 26 Rahul Dravid—145, 
India vs Sri I anka, Taunton, May 26 
Sachin Tendulkar—140, India vs Kenya, 
Bristol, May 23 

Highest wicket-taker in a single 
World Cup Shane Wame (Australia) 
and Geoff Allot (New Zealand)—20 
Glenn McGrath (Australia)—18 Lance 
Klusener (South Africa)—17 

Top match figures Glenn 
McGrath—5 for 14, Australia vs West 
Indies, Manchester, May 30 Lance 
Klusener—5 for 21, South Africa vs 
Kenya, Amstelveen, May 26. Venkatesh 
Prasad—5 for 27, India vs Pakistan, 
June 8 


Highest team totals India vs Sn 
Lanka—373 tor 6, Taunton May 26 
India vs Kenya—329 for 2, Bristol, May 
23 Australia vs Zimbabwe— 303 for 4, 
Lord's June 9 

Lowest team totals Scotland vs 
West Indies—68 I cnc ester, May 27 
Lngland vs South Afma—103 The 
Oval, May 22 West Indies vs 
Austialia—110, Manchester May 30 
Highest partnership. 318 for any 
wicket, bet wet n Saurav Gangulv and 
Rahul Drav id, against Sri Lanka 
Iaunton, Mav 26 

Most catches Steve Waugh (Aus 
tralia), 14 in 33 matches 

Fastest 50 \dam Gilchrist (Austra 
lia), oil 33 balls against Pakistan, June 
20 

England-New Zealand 

England beat New Zealand by 7 wickets 
in the first lest played at Tdgbaston 
Last bowler Alex Tudor hit 21 tours but 
missed a century as he remained 
99 not out 

FOOTBALL 

McDowell Cap 1 

Tollygunge Agragami lifted the 
McDowell Cup after beating Last 
Bengal 6-3 via the tie-breaker in the 
fmal match played at Calcutta 

OAMES 

200* Winter Olympic* 

Turin was awarded the 2006 Winter 
Olympics, edging out the Swiss city of 
Sion, who were making their third and 
last attempt to host a Winter 
games 

GOLF 

IM Open OeH 

Payne Stewart won his second US Open, 
Golf title, beating Util Mickelson by on$ 
stroke, played m Pinehurst, USA 
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HOCKEY 

y Four-notion under-2! hockoy 
' toornomont 

India won the four-nation under-21 
hockey tournament, beating 1 ngland 2 
I m sudden death oveitime aflei the 
teams were locked 1 1 at icgulation 
time The match was played at New 
jersey 

Champion* Trophy 

Austinhnwon their seventh men s 
Champions lrophy with a 31 win over 
South Korea m the linals played at 
Brisbane In the worm n s si i lion 
Australia beat the Netherlands 5 i to lift 
the trophy their fifth lonseeutive 
( hampions Trophy 

TENNIS 

Wimbledon 

Leandei Pats heiarm the No l indi 
* udual doubles play t j as per the 
rankings list released at Wimbledon 
Pats and Mahesh Bhupatlu clinched 


their maiden Wimbledon doubles title, 
defeating Paul Haarhuis (Netherlands) 
and Jared Palmer (US) 6 
7, (10 12), 6 3, 6 4 7-6 (7- 
4) tn the finals I he j^Mi|||l||| 
I Indian duo added a 
I second Grand Slam ^K vx 

doubles title to the lr V 

i kitty after their ® { J ^ 

triumph ^in l^eni h 

1 isa Rav mond 

to tun the title downing Sweden s 
jonas Bjorkman and Russia s Anna 
kournikova 6-4, 16 6 3 

Pete S,impias beat 'Xndrt Agissi 
( 3 6 1 7 S tor his sixth Wimbledon 
title a record tn this lenturv lit now 
equals Roy Fmerson s reeoal of 12 
I (.rand Slam crowns 
I 1 lnctsav Davenport got her first 





Wimbledon title beating Steffi Graf m 
womens sindgles final C.iaf announced 
that she would not n turn as a plaver to 
the All 1 ngland C lub 

I mdsay Davenport and t orina 
Morariu of ISA beat South African 
Manaan di Swardt and Plena Tataikova 
of Ukraine tor the women s doubles 
title, 6 4 6 4 


CAD/CAM and ERP training for Fashion Technologists 

with a Guaranteed Job 


AICC brings to India the state-of-the -art (AD CAM and PRP training m association with ASSYS1 (Germany), the world leader in 
Automation Software and System Solutions tor the Apparel and I eather industnes ASSYST has more than 5000 clients in over 
40 countries-Levtstrauss, Benetton, Gap, Li/Claiborne, VF Corporation among others 

ALCC is the pioneer leader in Automation Technology C onsulting and [raining tor the Apparo JfjrtJ j-the r industnes tn India. 
Our cheats include Madura Garments, Arvmd.Gokafdas, OnentC raft, ShahuScwa, Benetton iqH 

INFRASTRUCTURE Jc 


5 acre campus housing class rooms with audio-visual fwiMW^libra 
State-of-the-art software for product developnWMtHP^pNiiWhd i 
web design, supply chain management, CAD/CA1M,£RP etc.* S 
State-of-the -gjihardwarc including HP- UNIX workstation*,Penn 
Hostel, CantlK Sports and Conveyance facilities. 


Apparel and|H are both satirise indulfHes. So training on IT 
inbuilt dodHottaugh efcctJvej,pedagogy using case-stn 
Ma an # hhWtt t/Technoieigy. 


borafutn. with, Indsstry 


,r m£ A 

m 


’AD/CAM Cento, IT Centre etc. 

Ifsisa, multimedia, real time interactive i 

> afs 

il nodes, digitimrs, plotters, scan ncl%.etc- 


industry is wfeto take you places, 
internship in various industry sectors allows 


nd placement* to students. • 
tries. i 

tissiOr 
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Appointments Etc 


Appointed, Electfd Etc 

Ram Jithmalaw He has been 
appointed Minuter for l aw Justice and 
Company Affairs 

jaymohan He has been 
appointed Minister tor Urban 
Development 

Aiun Sni^li He has been 
appointed as Special Fxecutive 
Assistant to External Affairs Minister 


Jaswant Singh 

Luiztnho Faleiro He was elected 
Chief Minister of Goa 

Parvtnder Sinyh Chairman of 
the Rs 1 400-irore Ranbaxy 
Laboratories 

Mario Puzo Author of the best 
selling book. Hie Godfathir which 
was also made into an Oscar 
winning film 



JUNE 

6— Mori than 100 million people in 
Indonesia go to the polls the first 
open election in 44 years 

7— Indian Army claims to have killed at 
Last 221 Pakistani sold it rs in the 
month-long Kargil operations A 
ma|or infiltration attempt in the 
Poonih seitor is foiled 

10— Pakistan returns bodies of 6 soldiers 
of the )at Regiment in a state of 
disfigurement and mutilation 

—The US Senate passes an amendment 
seeking to suspend for hvt years all 
economic sanctions that the Clinton , 
Administration had imposed on India ( 
and Pakistan following their nuclear 
tests last yeai I 

12—Pakistani F oreign Ministi r visits India 
but inds in a deadlock 

11— The Army captures Iolohng heights 
overlooking the Srinagar Leh 
highway, in the Drass stitor aiter 
fieri e lighting 

14— f xternal Affairs Minister Jaswant 
Singh arrn os in Beijing on a two day | 
visit 

15— US President Bill Clinton urges 
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 
Shauf to pull his forces out of the 
Fndian side of the LoC 

—North and South Korean warships | 
exchange heavy tire and a North 
Korean torpedo boat is sunk 

IS—Indian artillery guns destroy a 
logistics camp in the Skardu region 1 
inside Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 

19—lhe inaugural Calcutta Dhaka bus 


reached Bangladesh to a tumultuous 
w elcomi 

20— Indian troops recapture point 5140 
the highest feature along the Tolohng 
ridge 

21— BJP withdraws support to the Bansi 
Lai government in Haryana 

25—Haryana Chief Minister Bansi lal 
wards off threat to his 17 month old 
government and wins the vote of 
confidence comfortably with 
Congress support 

—US General Anthony 7inni meets 
Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif but there 
is no breakthrough in talks 

27— Indian Air Force begins round the 
c lock air raids in the Kargil region to 
inflict strain and stress on the enemy 

28— Indian troops kill 15 Pakistani soldiers 
who were attempting to capture a 
redgelme in the southern Siachen 
glacier 

29— Militants gun down 15 persons in 
Poonch district in J&K, Coinciding 
with increase of Pakistani shelling 
from across the border 

—Indian troops recapture point 4700 
and Black Rock heights in the Drass 
Mushkoh sector 

10—Twelve labourers are shot dead by 
militants m Santhoo, Anantnag in 
Kashmir 

JULY 

1—Indian troops recapture strategic 
heights in Drass and Batahk sectors 

4—After 13 hours of fighting, the Army 
recaptures Tiger Hill in a three¬ 


pronged attack 

b —Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif rushes to -4 
London to meet British PM Tony Blair 

7— Prime Minister Vajpayee rules out any 
third party role in settlement of 
Kashmir issue 

8— Indian forces achieve a spectacular 
success by evicting* Pakistani 
intruders from Batahk sector in 
Kargil Strategic Jubar hills are 
captured after tierce fighting in which 
25 I’ak intruders are killed 


11—Pakistani intruders begin with 
drawing from Kargil 
— livelier elections schedule is 
announced bv the Election 
Commission The first phase of polling 
to be held on September 4 19U9 


Azim Hasham Premjt: 
Chairman of Wipro Corporation, 
he has been named the richest 
Indian by Forbes magazine He 
was placed 177 in the annual list of 
the richest working people on 
earth, with a net worth of $2 8 
billion The other Indians on the 
list are L N Mittal with $19 billion, 
Dhirubhai Ambam and Shiv Nadar 
($1 2 billion), K M Birla ($11 
billion), Adi Godrej and Hrnduja 
Brothers ($1 billion) 

Haneefuddin: The Indian 
Army has redesignated the Turtuk 
sector after this brave young 
captain, who was killed while 
attacking a position held by 
infiltrators in Turtuk 

Cathy O'Dowd: The South 
African climber who climbed 
Mount Everest frdm both the 
northern and southern dopes 
Shabana Azmi: She has been 
appointed UN Population Fund's 
goodwill ambassador for India 
V. Gowramma and G. 
KanjUal: They are the recipients of 
the 1998 and 1999 Neerja Bhanot 
Pan Am Trust Award, for fighting 


, SofdiklSUiysj«u*Thebri4* 
of Britain^ Prince Edward. 
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tinuing the process of providing the scientific techniques for success in CAT, 
we dwell upon the most talked about hut least understood aspect of CAT and that is - 

PREPLANNING THROUGH MOCK TE/T/ 


Because Mock test is not just for checking your possible score (& claim 
youi name for splashing in the papers), it is the PLAN which will see you 
through the CAT exam Because CAT is not an exam that you jjj " 0 &, 
can sit for one fine day and pass on the basis of youi know- | „ 

ledge alone For the unprepared students, CAT comes /'* 

a charging BULL which tosses them away from the fray * A, 

SO MUCH BEFORE YOU SIT FOR CAT YOU’VE * 

TO PLAY MENTAL CAT A LOT MANY TIMES * Ml 
& DECIDE THE FOLLOWING JHI 

1 Your Strongest & Weakest Subjects As decided by 

« experts based on your performance not your feelings 
e chronology (order) of the sections to be attempted 
ur Personal Peak Performance time (to be used for 
best subject) 

b Right balance between the ACCURACY & SPEED j 

be adjudged by the O/M method => write for details) 
le to be allotted to various sections ( specific to you) 
ke a DATABASE of the Scores & O/ M scores 
ke a Winner’s Graph for Motivation 

rn the ART of Preplanning through MOCK TESTS with: 


CAT HUNT PROGRAM 

8 1 sern \ of t block lists tokened nlleentnsv/l1P('C (Pusa Road a ntre for students not studying at DPI (I 
If niUMATH lesllo idintifs viiur personal weaknesses 8 kachtest is followed hy I \ ablution i? /list ussu it 
8 1 LI Rs 200 only (Rs 25 for one test) 8 Special FOUR Test Package for Rs 200 by POST followed h 
limn t Solutions tor out of.Dtllu students (Wnte for Enrolment to 87 Radiani Enclave Delhi 34) 

t * / * / r ( «> t ooJr > * ***** a » * »>t» / K tUx/r * 4 r * ***** * * **** / e a < ***** * > Mt* > 


DPCC's 
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£!/t You ready for Succcss\ 


BA-CAJ 


CLASS ROOM COACHING 


r r Features- 8 FOUR months Extensive pnigram. 

8 DPCC's prestigious <’AI expert faculty 
■■■I 8 Detailed leUssSelf scorers to thrash out the cotuej is 
■ ■ 8 Real hfe Simulated DIAGNOSTIC A MOCKTh'-D 

■Bgt fP 8 Complete coverage of subjects required for other rrnn 

exams like EMS, XLRI, XIM, BA.1A.I, SPJ.In el 
8 Special Engineers Batch at Pusa Road - Check d to 


Delhi Pttblic College of Competitions 


K.L.MANCHANDA 


Head Office. 5B. Pusa Road <j0-5727557 5787660 5815796<E Mai vad@giamii01 vsnl n< ") 
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Pitam Pura Centre: E-D-9-C.Madhuban Chowk ^7247711 
Ghuhhcd Cfn<re: 72. Navyug market 
, Htaaar Centre : 96/17, Het Ram Park 

■“ JAM MU CemtmB ihi MiuiKaur Building, Sant Market, Jewel Chowk 

19 Corresnondence Office Address- 87. Raidhani Enclave.Deltu 


Separate Hostel for bovs & qirls 
















VOLUMI 41 ■ Ho. 2 



EDITOR 

OPKHANNA 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

DDKHANNA 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

SHEKHAR GUPTA 
DK SETH 
IM SONI 
5UDHA JOHRI 
SUPARNASRIVASTAVA 
VINOD MADHOK 
DINESH KUMAR 
DRRKMAHAJAN 
HAN RAJ SINGH 
PROT1 BHUTAN! 
MMALBHATIA 

COVER DESIGN LAYOUT 

CORE COMMUNICATIONS CHANDIGARH 

ARTWORK 

DO GRAPHIC STUDIO 

SOLE ADVT, CONCESSIONERS 

PAUL MEDIA SERVICES 
11/174 SHYNA HOUSE 
NEW MOTI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110 01S 
TELEFAX 5445596 

DIRECTOR ADVERTISEMENT 

HS PAUL 

TELEFAX. 011 5465596 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

TEARIY Ri 225 Oft HALF YEARLY Ri 125 00 
PAYMENT MUST BE REMITTED BY M O OR 
BANK DRAFT CHEQUES AND I POtARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 


® THE COMPETITION MASTER 

CONTENTS OR TRANSLATION OFCONTBOTS 
MUST NOT BE REPRODUCED W ANY MANNS 
WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION 

” U *TE) IT DLL KHANNA AND FUIUSHIO BY DO. 
RHANNA ON BWALF OP CHANDfKA PARS LTD AND 

printed at channka mbs ltd and published 
FROM CHANOUU FRB LTD AT CHANDRA PRESS 
'» INDUSTRIAL AAtA-l, chanokmah 
HXTOR OPKHANNA 

'HONE 0172450342 FAX l HI I72-U7TH 



Editorial 

Now, Proxy Peace 



Cover Feature 

Kargil and Beyond 



Special Features 

China-Taiwan: 

A Backgrounder 

Is the Economy Finally 
Looking Up? 


* A » it 



Article 

Distribution of Financial 
Resources in India 



Debate 

Are Big Dams 
Necessary? 



Career 

Merchant Navy 



Issay 

Tradition and Modernity 


VISIT US ON INTERNET 

ntt P 'www competitionmaster com 


RMNolRNNH/SO 



Cyber World 

Jargon Busting—Part-1 




Personality Development 

Three Secrets of Success 



In Lighter Vein 

Wits in Court 



Management 

Cracking the CAT 



Quiz 

How Well*have you Read CM? 


Regulars 

Questions on Social & Economic 


Problems 146 

General Studios Scene 139 

Tests of Reasoning 177 

Descriptive Questions 137 

Quantitative Aptitude 165 

Ob|ectlve English 168 

General Awareness 162 

Improve Your Word Power 145 

Model Paragraphs 128 

Question Bax 176 

Readers'Forum 114 

This Month Yesterday 136 

Admission Alert 133 

Science and Technology 200 

Notes on Current Affairs 187 

Current G.K. 195 

Sports 198 

Who's Who & Events 199 











The best two letters of the month appearing in the box have been awarded a prize of 
R too 00 eai h Readers arp invited to send us their Views on topics covered in this issur 
You r an aloO e mail your response to lettera@eompctltlonmaater.eom. The decision 
ol the Fditor will be final 


THE WAR IN 
KARGIL 

Many brave soldiers have 
been killed in the reunt war 
with Pakistan A wave of i 
patriotism is swuping the 
country and piople have 
contributed gnat amounts to 
relief funds 

It is shameless that our 
politicians are trying to gne a 
political tone to the victoiy when 
there is a need to reiogmse the 
real heroes of the war 

Ruihika Mahnya 
Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh 

The war in Kargil has 
shown once again the true 
colours of our politicians artd the 
true patriots ot the country, the 
young people who laid down 
their lives for the country 

bushant Kumar Bhuyan 
Chandrapur Orissi? 

SERMONS AND 
SINNERS 

i 

The (ongress must be 
censured for loose talk, 
forgetting that they have 
brought us into the mess that we 
are in today Nehru's legaev 
must be discarded now it 
Indians are to gam self respect 
V bagar 
Della 

The essay has exposed the 
double standards of the 
Congress Today, Soma Gandhi 
misuses her Gandhi tag and has 
tried everything to gain power 
Rather than give sermons, she 


J should show hi r true patriotism 
by first doing something for the 
country How long will we have 
to pav for the mistake ot his'ory 
whin Nehru buame Primi 
Minister of Indu 7 

Raman Jam 
hudabad Haryana 

CHANGING MEDIA 

Tht media is no doubt 
changing fast, but the trends 
described by you tan only harm 
it in the long lun People are 
already turning away from 
frivolous TV channels and 
newspapers may also discover 
that too much emphasis on 
models and film stars is harming 
their readership They will have 
no one to blame if the trend 
continues and readers turn away 
bhruh Yadav 
Ntw Delhi 

Many aspects were cm ered 
in the cover story on media, 
which are essential in 
| understanding its functioning 
and role You have contrasted 
the present values by 
mentioning Mahatma Gandhi's 
paper Today s newspapers do 
not understand their 
responsibility and think that 
their role ends by publishing 
some news reports 

Md Ablam Khan 
Aligarh Ultar Pradesh 

MANAGEMENT 

FEATURE 

The information published 
in the feature on CAT 99 was 



MEDIA AND SOCIETY 


1 The media has no doubt given up its role ot educating people 

I or enforcing morals and values But it is less its own fault and 
i more a comment on society that encourages such values If 
newspapers or TV channels took a moralistic tone, nobody will 
buy their products Media reflects the values of society, and we 
have ourselves to blame for the declining standards 

Bhavna Sharma 
Rohlak, Haryana 

COUNTERING PAKISTAN 

We are proud of our soldiers and officers tor showing 
tremendous bravery and courage in the recent war They have 
done the impossible in less than three months People from all 
walks have responded and donated generously The lesson is 
clear—we cannot talk peace with Pakistan It is time to take bold 
decisions and counter the menace posed by our neighbour in 
carrying out the proxy war 

Nihn Kumar 
Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh 
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prestigious examination 
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1 appreciate your effort to 
give a new style in "1 nglish 
Language" section in August 
1999 issue Jt can help one to test 
one's competence in Language 
syntax and word power Hope 
you shall maintain this style to 
help new aspirants 

faibir Singh 
Bhiwani 

The "quiz started by you 
(How well have you read CM) 
helps us revise current affairs 
and know the facts that may 
have missed our attention ft 
is a unique and very helpful 
addition to the magazine 

Tapash Kumar 
Cuttack, Orisstf 
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} ow did you Hke the Annual Number?.We already received the 

> answer. As in the past, this year too the Annual was sold out almost 
1 immediately it had been published, and we have not been able to 
comply with repeat orders. 

Your enthusiastic acknowledgement every time, of our efforts to 
present to you something interesting and useful, leaves us with 
feelings of gratefulness. 

Life is sustained as long as it goes on renewing itself. Having 
undertaken to serve the up-and-coming youth of India, we realise 
only too well that we cannot afford to sit with furled wings. 

Let us, therefore, Join hands and march towards new horizons 
together. 

Your constructive criticism and comments on the Articles and 
Features published in CM are most welcome. Please address your 
tetters to Editor's Mail Bag, The Competition Master, 126, Industnai 
Area-I, Chandigarh 160002. Selected letters will be published and 
best two suitably rewarded. 

Those of you who are looking for back issues can buy the 40th 
Volume at a very attractive price of Rs 130/- for 12 issues from 
August 1998 to July 1999. The 40th Volume is available in Hard 
Bound binding and is surely a good bargain. For details see inside 
cover page II. 

With best wishes, 
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Pitfalls. Explanations & Illustrations) 
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e Vocabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, Idioms, 
Phrases, Pair of Words, Foreign Words, 
One-Word Substitution, etc) 

A step by step, easy A systematic approach, 
helps you to build a strong foundation of 
English Language. 
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• Previous Years' Papers of Competitive 
Exams & Management Admission Tests 

• Reasoning Tests, Logical, Verbal & 
Non-Vsrbal 

• Data Interpretation & Management 
Aptitude Tests 

Systematic Approach, Detailed 
Explanatory Notaa tor thorough 
understanding 
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Sasic English Grammar explained 
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:onfidence In speaking English 


ENGLISH VOCABULARY 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE! 


* Self-assessment Assignments 

* Word power ready-reckoner 

► Words In everyday use. Formation of words 
— Prefixes & Suffixes, Foreign Words & 
Phrases, Words Commonly Misspelt 

* Idioms & Phrases, One-word Substitution 

* Pair of Words 

► Terms — Political, Medical, Religious, 
Scientific, Marital, Literary, etc 

* Practical Assignments 
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i Exhaustive Study Material 

> Plethora of Solved Examples 

» Practical Ups, Short Cuts and 
Explanatory Notes 

> Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
1 Exercises for Practice 

1 Model Papers—Questions Incorporated 
from PrevtousYssrs' Papers of Important 
Competitive Exams. 
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For Competitive Exams, Management Admis¬ 
sion Tests S Professional Bodies etc Exams 

• Introduction to Data interpretation 

• Presentation of Data 

• Basic Tools of Analysis 

• Model Papers (Solved) 
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QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
Numerical Ability 


• Comprehensive coverage of all 

topics including Number Systems, 
Commercial Arithmetic, Mensuration, Data 
Sufficiency and Data Interpretation 


BEH kit of 

MATHEMATICS 
For CAT (I.I.M.s’), MAT & MBA 
AdmimionlMs of Al Leaxsng InsblulBsyUnivBrsilies 
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topics : Arithmetic, Mensuration, 
Trigonometry, Geometry, Co-ordinate 
Geometry, Statistics, Data Sufficiency and 
Data Interpretation 


r sgra kit of 

MATHEMATICS 

For N.D.A. & C.D.S. Examinations 


• Comprehensive coverage of all I W». 1801 
topics : Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Trigonometry, Geometry and Statistics. 
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ensive coverage 
Reader friendly Tabular presentation 
Formulas, Tips, Techniques given for easy 
grasp and quicker solutions 
Detailed explanatory notes. Plenty of solved 
examples & exercises for practice. 

Model Papers with complete Solutions/Hints 
Incorporating questions from PREVIOUS 
YEARS' PAPERS. 
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• Study Material—Physics, Chemistry Ufa 
Science, Space Science, Nuclear 
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• Basic Concepts, Principles and Laws 

• Science Quiz 
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ESSAY 


4 


Tradition and Modernity 


T RADITION and modernity, seemingly 
though in a state of constant conflict, 
are like a dream and reality, always wo¬ 
ven tight together like creepers in the for¬ 
est ot civilisation. The one without the 
other finds itself bereft ot meaning and 
relevance in terms ot content and com¬ 
parison. If tradition testifies to the pass¬ 
ing of beliefs or customs from one gen¬ 
eration to the next, modernity magnifies 
being modern or contemporary not only 
in flesh and bones, but also in question¬ 
ing the established mores and methods in 
the world of art and literature, creative 
and critical consciousness, fads and fash¬ 
ions, and the entire gamut of socio-eco¬ 
nomic en\ ironment When both tradition 
and modernity try to assess matters with 
only one eye open, contradiction and not 
confluence becomes too conspicuous to 
cloud and confuse the reverential relation¬ 
ship of love and hate that has always 
existed between the two. 

Wherever there is coercion in terms of 
values or simple technology there is disas¬ 
ter and chaos. But, wherever the utility 
value of either tradition or modernisation 
is taken up with understanding and sensi¬ 
tivity, it results in mastery over the present 
The end-result is the strengthening of 
economy and an increase of efficiency 
"We like to taste French, Chinese and 
Mexican cuisine And we can do so while 
sitting in a metropolis. It may not be quite 
authentic but we do enjoy it. similarly, to 
search for the absolute original, authentic 
tradition in all its pristine purity is mean¬ 
ingless." (Prof S.C. Dubey, winner of 
Moortidevi Award- -1993) 

Tradition gives a sense ot identity. 
There is an element of security in it, vet 
innovation is necessary to prevent stag¬ 
nation and rot. Society must and will con¬ 
tinue to innovate. Cultural exchange is the 
stutt out of which social processes are 
made. Old beliefs, though many of them 
bizarre in nature and nuance, still hold 
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people together. Traditions of joint family t 
system, reverence to elders, restraint and , 
respect to the established institutions, • 
have been a part ot human passions and 1 
pursuits m the past, and if the paradigms 
ot individual aspirations are under change 
and challenge, they are .in indication of 
the inherent strength that human psyche 
possesses. Moving against the current ex- j 
hausts and exterminates our energy to co- j 
exist and cooperate with the moving sands , 
of time and tide If tradition tries to hold 
us back from the glitz and glamour ot j 
modernity, the conflict is bound to occur, j 
Tradition is generally understood as J 
a static corpus of knowledge and beliefs ! 
that are resistant to change and innova- ! 
tion Thus, the word "traditional" carries j 
some burden of orthodoxy or dogma on ! 
it and, presumably, on antithesis to the , 
modern. The Sanskrit word parampara , 
neither means style nor civilisation but is 
basically a world view as opposed to the , 
egalitarian atomistic modernity and exits i 
in a nature-integrated structure. It is the J 
culture-maker, where individuals are j 
"fused to primordial patterns that are j 
continually reborn". j 

Society's values and belief structures j 
rise and fall with changing times. Once | 
we saw ourselves essentially as serving I 
Clod, then science, then the State. In the 
modern world mankind turned inward to 
the self and worships individuality. The 
mass consumer society produced both a 
privatisation of life and of value. In the 
words of Margaret Thatcher, there is no 
society, there are only individuals. Hav¬ 
ing replaced joint family with nuclear 
family, selfless service with soaring suc¬ 
cess, there is a realisation slowly dawn¬ 
ing that prosperity and a hefty pay packet 
is not enough Nobody seems to want a 
freedom that leaves him or her lonely j 
insecure, fearful of walking out of the i 
door. There are obsessions of different j 
kinds as well ' 


In the post-modern technological so¬ 
ciety, the relationship between tradition 
and individual has been disturbed as the 
world became more and more 'atomised’, 
resulting in a growing isolation ol the 
modern man. Western cultures, especially 
after Renaissance, encouraged individual 
perception of reality, as opposed to the 
collective perception of reality, a charac¬ 
teristic feature of the community life lived 
by many non-European indigenous soci¬ 
eties With the passage of time, the west¬ 
ern pre-eminence* gained an upper hand 
as it was accompanied by technological 
innovations. 

The United States lias for long re¬ 
garded itself the "Centre of World" and 
the incarnation of the late-20th lentiuy 
modernity. After all it is a land ot "achieved 
utopia", (jean Baudrillard). In the absence 
of tradition {parampjm), which is like the 
silt accumulated during floods and is 
highly benefic ial for the crops, nothing else 
ran save us from a situation where we have 
Bill Gates (modernity personified) and 
Heaven's Gate (mass suicides). Rising 
crime graph, social fragmentation, alcohol¬ 
ism and drug addiction and job insecurity 
have taken much of the shine off the tro¬ 
phies of a huge economy, military might 
and political freedom that are often 
Haunted as the unparalleled boom of mo¬ 
dernity over tradition. 

No doubt, we live in an era of transi¬ 
tion between the dying old world order and 
the birth of a new world order People in the 
West, who suffer the pangs of conscience in 
the midst of prosperity, may have the fear of 
progress; but the poor in the South an* fear¬ 
ful of being left behind m the race of devel¬ 
opment. Ecologists may have reason to 
preach the utopia of zero growth to a soci¬ 
ety which has fattened itself on wasteful 
consumerist model, but thfy cannot expect 
poor, backward countries to be in the Nean¬ 
derthal age, condemned to hunt and gather 
fruit to survive. 
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Also useful for 

UGC NET, JRF & CSIR ETC. EXAMS. 
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It contains: (A) Previous Years' Solved Papers 1998 
1997 & 1996 (B) General Science (C) Geography- 
World & India (D) History—World & India (E) Indian 
Economy IF) Indian Polity (G) General Ability (H) G.K. 
Treasure House (I) Current Affairs 
• Encyclopaedic Coverage Well-analysed Comprehensive 
Study Material • Provides the necessary drill and instils 
confidence to answer Questions of all kinds—Assertion, 
Reasoning, Sequential Arrangement, Data, Maps, Diagrams 
etc • Maps, Charts, Tables, Glossary, Reviews & Illustrations 


2. U P.S.C. Civil Services Preliminary Examination 

GENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-98) Rs.95 


COMPUTE COURSI TO 

PHYSICS 


• Model Papers incorporating Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS' RAPERS • Study Material 

• 2500 Objective Questions 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

CHEMISTRY 



• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS 

• Study Material • 375 Short-Answer 
Questions • Over 1700 Objective Questions, 
Pages VIII + 436 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

ZOOLOGY 


3 QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs.180 




A boon for Non-Science (even 
• SYNOPSIS i exhort Study Material • Science Quiz containing 
1000 Short-Answer Questions • All Basic Scientific Laws, Pnnciples 
& Concepts explained • 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
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EDITORIAL 




Proxy Peace! 


Qpoyy u'*? 

t Rv/l’ TbUn 


T 


being. Wc have the proxy peace, 
now! The latter is fraught with 
more dangers than the former 
because India faces a foxy 
Prime Minister of a "rogue" 
State who is a puppet whose 
strings are pulled by the army 
which is craftier and more 
cunning. Both are hounded by 
hoodlums called fundamental¬ 
ists. In this background, what 
is the meaning of peace 7 

The Prime Minister of 
Pakistan is not his own man 
He cannot keep his woid given 
to President Clinton in Blair 
House. If he does it, he faces 
exit—driven by the army and 
the fundamentalists. In either 
case, he cannot be trusted. 

Peace is not one 
dimensional. It has to be two 
dimensional. Just as you need 
two to make a fight, you need 
two to make peace! But the 
vital questions are: Does 


Pakistan want peace 7 If so, 
whv the threat of "many more 
Kargils" 7 Does the Pak army 
also want peace? Or it is the 
Prime Minister alone holding 
the olive branch for the 
consumption of Indians? 
What about the army top- 
brass in Pakistan which had 
planned the operation Kargil? 
Have they suddenly turned 
doves? 

It is more reasonable and 
realistic to think that they are 
licking their wounds and 
smarting for another round. 

The Indian Prime Minister 
in honest trust, fell into the 
trap at Lahore. He should now 
be wary of another, more 
sinister trap. The killings of 
innocent people in various 


parts of the country, especially 
Kashmir, will increase because 
Pakistan's peace offensive is 
aimed at bleeding India to 
death. Infact, the events in first 
two weeks of August are proof 
of the fact that Pakistan has 
stepped up the proxy war 
No Prime Minister in 
Pakistan can survive if the 
army's nod is missing. Zulfikar 
Bhutto was hanged. The 
"peace" at Tashkent brought 
down Ayub Khan. Today no 
one even knows where his 
grave is! The problem is: for 
India Kashmir is non-nego- 
tiable. For Pakistan, it is life- 
breath for every Premier. Thus, 
a great movable force meets an 
immovable object. In such 
circumstances, peace is a myth. 


It is only a temporary truce. 

We must keep our 
antennas on the alert. There are 
already straws in the wind 
Siachen is being dragged into 
the fray The Line of actual 
Control (LoC) is not even well- 
marked 1 Sartaj crows and 
crowns his folly. Pakistan has 
succeeded in inter¬ 
nationalising the Kashmir issue 
Tomorrow they may even come 
out with preposterous 
suggestion: Let the area be 
declared no man's land. 

India must be very 
watchful.tZease-fire lines have 
the nasty habit of being 
recognised as "new boundary 
lines". That is what history 
teaches. 

* 

x 
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China-Taiwan : 
A Backgrounder 


The relationship between China and 
Taiwan is ambiguous, to say the least. An 
island 100 miles off its coast, China regards 
it as its province even though it is a capitalist 
democracy which has run its own affairs since 
1949. In recent years, its President Lee Teng- 
hui has persistently tried to increase Taiwan's 
profile on the world stage. Each time China 
has reacted violently, insisting that Taiwan 
is its inseparable province. This time, a radio 
interview in which President Lee said that 
Taiwan and China enjoyed a "Slate-lo-State" 
relationship has resulted in a veiled threat of 
neutron bomb from China. 

In this feature we give a detailed 
backgrounder on Taiwan and examine the 
recent history and the points of dispute 
between the turn countries. , 

T AIWAN is an island south-east of 
mainland China. Named Formosa 
(meaning "beautiful") by the Portuguese, 
it passed to Dutch control in 1624. ft was 
taken over by a Ming general in 1662 and 
later by the Manchus in 1683. In 1895 it 
ceded to Japan. In the late 1940s, some 
one million Chinese fled to Taiwan to 
escape the communist rule. In 1949, it was 
taken over by Chiang Kai-shek, who had I 
to flee China, which was under Mao. | 
Chiang set up a National Republic of 
China (NRC) but China has refused to 
accept this, vowing to take back the island. 

Over the years, Taiwan has developed 
into a capitalist democracy. It has a well- 
developed economy. For all practical 
purposes, it is not part of China. It has a j 
separate economy and has an elected 
President, a separate flag and name, but 
has maintained that it is part of China. In 
the international arena, the ambiguity 
remains. In the Olympics, for example, its 
athletes compete separately but are 
referred to with a curious description of 
belonging to "Chinese Taipei" to show that 
thgy are part ofChina. TheUS confirms to 
the "One China" policy that recognises 



Taiwan as a province of China, but is also 
committed by the Taiwan Relations Act, 
1979, to defend the country. So, while 
Taiwan is for all practical purposes a 
separate country, it is seen as a province 
by China. This ambiguity has suited both 
sides, but heckles are raised every now 
and then if there is talk ot a separate 
Taiwan 

Tensions ran high in 1995, for instance, 
when Taiwan's President Lee Teng-hui 
visited USA unofficially, and China fired 
missiles around the waters of Taiwan. 
Elections in Taiwan also attract China's ire, 
because politicians usually raise the issue 
of independence then. Yet, despite talk of 
independence, leaders of Taiwan have 
affirmed that Taiwan is still part of China. 
Reunification with the mainland remains 
an ultimate goal. Mao Zedong said he 
would wait 100 years to bring the province 
back to China's fold. Beijing considers its 
"One China" policy as inviolable and has 
responded with fury whenever there is any 
talk of independence. 

International Space 

C HINA is adamant that Taiwan is an 
"inalienable part of Chinese sovereign 
territory". The majority of Taiwanese want 
the status quo to continue, which has given 
them prosperity and freedom. There is, 
however, a growing Taiwanese identity 
which frequently asserts itself. The 
country wants to join the UN, not as part 
of China but with a legitimate identity. 
Other countries, like Senegal and Papua 
New Guinea, are granting it recognition, 
often accompanied by protests from 
China. Election time is rife with demands 
for independence. The latest salvo, fired 
by President Lee in a radio interview, may 
have been fired keeping in view the 
presidential elections scheduled for next 
year. His assertion of a "State-to-State" 
relationship was quickly taken up by other 

122 ■SEPTEMBER 1999 ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 


leaders, who said that the two 
governments of China and Taiwan were 
indeed separate. 

China responded in its usual 
belligerent style and made a separate 
announcement that it has the capability of 
the neutron bomb, a weapon that kills 
people but does not destroy buildings. It 
would be the ideal weapon to use against 
Taiwan. If the threat was not to be taken 
seriously, it did show China's feelings on 
the subject. It then sent its Sukhoi and MiG 
jets in the strait, causing a flutter in 
Taiwan. The stock market fell 6.4%, its 
worst drop since 1966. Even in the past, 
China has threatened to go to war if 
Taiwan asserted itself. However, Taiwan 
does seek international space of its own 
and Chinese belligerence prevents that. 
This may create resentment on the island, 
even though its leaders know that by 
abandoning the One China policy, they 
may invite military pressure from Beijing 
It is unlikely that even the USA will come 
to Taiwan's aid, since the US does not want 
to spoil relations with China. 

The solution to the problem is to 
maintain the status quo and the ambiguity 
that goes with it. Taiwan may be a different 
country for all practical purposes, but 
peace may lie in not recognising that 
reality. If independence be the objective 
of Taiwan, it is clear it would not be 
Achieved without bloodshed. That is the 
reason that relations between China and 
Taiwan worry the world powers. President 
Lee's assertion may reflect a desire of the 
Taiwan people but seems unrealistic under 
the given circumstances. Will it lead to the 
development of a full-fledged 
independence movement? 

Hypocrisy of the West 

S HOULD demands for independence 
increase, China will have itself to j 
blame. Every harsh response Or threat that < 


China issues helps to polarise public 
opinion. Of the three territories that China 
wants back, Hong Kong has already been 
handed over in 1997, while Macau will be 
returned in December, 1999. This leaves 
Taiwan, which will undoubtedly be high 
on the Chinese agenda from this year, lire 
way to get Taiwan into its fold is to be 
democratic and tolerant. Hong Kong 
showed that China could follow "one 
country, two systems" approach and co¬ 
exist with both communism and capitalism. 
There would be less problems on both sides 
if similar reunification terms are worked 
out for Taiwan. But China's response does 
the exact opposite. If China wants to get 
back Taiwan peacefully, it must change 
itself and be more liberal. 

The Taiwan tangle does show the 
hypocrisy of the West. While Western 
powers are willing to go to war to protect 
democracies across the world, they 
becomes docile when it comes to dealing 
with China. Here is an island republic with 
a democratic government, which is sought 
to be taken over by China. Historically, it 
has no claim over it as the nationalists were 
driven out of China in 1949 and set up their 
own provisional government on the island. 
Yet, most powerful nations having 
diplomatic relations with China implicitly 
or explicitly accept China's argument that 
there is One China and Taiwan is part of 
China. The absence of world reaction has 
caused China to become more aggressive, 
issuing threats of war whenever any 
statement is made on foe island. In any 
other country, such threats and suppression 
of a democratic movement would have 
invited military action by foe West. 

There is no hope that China might 
change itself and be more tolerant of foe 
idea of Taiwan's independence. Taiwan 
must, therefore, accept that it has no option 
but to play to China’s tune, givep the tact 
that outside help will not be forthcoming. 
All it can do is to hope that the ambiguity 
continues and that it is not hampered from 
its basic freedoms. It must play for time. 
At the same time, foe West needs to send 
out a message that military action against 
Taiwan will not be tolerated. It should 
shed its hypocrisy and deal with China as 
it deals with other countries. If it knows 
the West's displeasure, China might even 


want to win the confidence of the 
Taiwanese people, which might make 
reunification easier. Issuing threats of war 
is hardly the correct way to win the 
confidence of the people. For long-term 
relations, China must allow some latitude 
to Taiwan in the international arena while 
Taiwan may accept the One China 
principle. 

Future of Taiwan 

T HF. practical approach is to contmue 
with foe present status, it would be 
unrealistic to accept that the US will go to 
war against China, even though it has 
committed to defend Taiwan Restraint has 
to be called for on both sides. Though 
China wants to reclaim foe island, it must 
not push too hard for it and must learn to 
allow it some amount of freedom. Taiwan 
may be allowed to negotiate a 
representation m international 
organisations without declaring itself as 
an independent nation. This may suit both 
parties It China starts a process of winning 
over the Taiwanese people, the goal of 
reunification may get a little closer. On 
the contrary, if it is too rough, it may kindle 
feelings of separatism among the 
Taiwanese people and harden attitudes. 
Should this happen, international opinion 


History of Taiwan-China relations 


may begin favouring independent Taiwan, 
something that China can ill afford. 

On Taiwan's side, it is imperative that 
it does not ruffle too many feathers. 
President Lee has persistently tried to 
increase Taiwan's profile on world stage. 
Four years ago, Taiwan said it infolded to 
rejoin foe UN not as China, but as an entity 
with as much legitimacy as, say, South 
Korea. It can continue pushing for more 
recognition in foe world but at the same 
time, keep on the right side of Beijing. Any 
brave talk of independence can only be 
provocative and dangerous. It could lead 
to a full-fledged invasion of foe island. 
Taiwan lacks the resources to fight a 
superpower like China and it is clear that 
no other country will come to its aid. 

The future, thus, lies in the 
"constructive ambiguity" that has 
continued for so many years. It is up to 
both sides to engage themselves within 
that framework. If this is disturbed, it 
would create disturbance not only in Asia 
but in foe rest of the world too. It is a 
tough balancing act. Taiwan must not be 
rash and President Lee must make a choice 
between defying China or accepting the 
status quo. It remains to be seen whether 
President Lee's statements were really a 
demand for independence or just election 
rhetoric. 


1949: The Nationalists, led by Chiang Kai-shek, are driven from mainland 
China by the Communists led by Mao Zedong. A provisional government (National 
Republic of China) is set up in Taiwan, but the People's Republic of China claims 
the island as its own. 

1972: The US, keen to improve relations with China, says it is committed to 
the “One China” policy. The Shanghai declaration, issued on Nixon's historic visit 
to China, confirms this. 

1979: The ambiguity regarding Taiwan continues. Through the 1979 Taiwan 
Relations Act, the US is committed to the defence of Taiwan but President Carter 
recognises Taiwan to be part of China. 

1988: Lee Teng-hui becomes Taiwan's first native-born President. In 1991, he 
announces an end to 43 years of emergency rule, thereby recognising the 
government of China. 

1995: President Lee makes an unofficial visit to USA, sparking off strong 
protests by China. 

1999: In a radio interview, President Lee says that the relations between the 
two countries are “State-to-State”. China reacts by saying it was ready to go to war 
to claim Taiwan, and says that it had developed foe neutron bomb. 
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Is the Economy Finally 
Looking Up? 


India ha* been going through a 
prolonged slowdown bordering on reci ss ion 
Demand has been down, leading to 
accumulation of inventories and discount 
wars in the industry / Now, however, some 
good news may be emerging the rate of 
inflation touched its lowest in 17 years and 
the stock market crossed the 4,800-point mark 
for the first time in corporate history I he 
general mood in the country is also upbeat 
after the victory of the armed forces in Kargil 
So, does this mean that the recession is over 
and we are heading for a recovery and boom 
times ahead? In this feature, we examine the 
trends and try to answer the question that is 
of prime concern to both economists and 
businessmen around the country 

T ill: news on the economic tront for the 
past few years has been quite 
discouraging. There had been a severe 
industrial slowdown. Jobs too have been 
restricted 1 several highly paid executives 
found themselves unceremoniously 
sacked and freshers could not get the high 
salaries that seemed to have become the 
industry norm just a few years back. Real 
estate prices and rentals have slumped in 
the country. Some of the well-known 
companies in the private and public sector, 
like Essar and SAIL, are in deep trouble. 
Except in the automobile sectot, foreign 
companies have stayed away, deferring 
plans to enter or expand in the country. 

Given this scenario, the recent figures 
do bring some cheer The stock market has 
touched record highs, while the inflation 
rate has touched record lows. Monsoons 
have been good for the twelfth consecutive 
year, which will result in high agricultural 
production. The index of industrial 
production has risen 7,2 per cent in May 
1999, as against 37 per cent in the same 
month last year. Industrial growth has 
been 6.3 per cent against 4.2 per cent last 
year. Though many companies have 


reported a squeeze on profits, their 
perfoimance is better than last year; tax 
collections have increased 16.7 per cent. 
Things finally appear to be looking up 

Causes of the slowdown 

I N retrospect, at least a part of the 
recessionary phase may have been 
caused bv industry itself Riding high on 
the euphoria of reforms, several 
multinational companies had launched 
ambitious plans in the country They 
estimated that India’s huge population 
was simply waiting to buy their products. 
Over priced goods, from televisions, 
washing machines, cars, shoes to 
cornflakes, were launched with great 
fanfare Salaries of executives went 
through the roof—business magaz ines did 
not tire of publishing salary surveys which 
gave mind-boggling figures. Little did 
they realise that the Indian consume! was 
very price-conscious and was simply not 
willing to pay dollar prices for day-to-day 
things. Thus, inventories piled up and the 
companies had to sustain huge losses. 
Many of them were forced to reduce prices 
and cut costs. 

T lus led to shrinking ot jobs and loss 
ot business confidence. The cost cutting 
that companies had been forced to go 
through had a multiplier effect on the 
economy. Manufacturing activity slowed 
down, followed bv services. The bubble 
treated bv high expectations was difficult 
to sustain and had burst. 

The second factor was the unpact of 
the South-east Asia crisis. Though India 
did not face such an extreme situation as 
other economies of the region, the impact 
was felt throughout the economy. Add to 
this the political uncertainty caused by the 
coalition partners of the BJP and the ill- 
advised toppling of the ruling government 
by the Congress, and people could hardly 


expect business confidence to pick up. 

Many of these negative forces still 
remain. That is the reason that the positive 
tigurcs of industrial growth should not 
cause over-optimism. The Indian economy 
still has fundamental weaknesses and it 
remains to be seen whether there will be 
a boom time ahead. If we follow the theory 
of economic cycles, then we may be on 
the upswing, having passed the trench and 
we can hope to see better times ahead. 

Inflated Optimism 

T HERE are indeed signs of optimism. 

The corporate results for the first 
quarter of 1999-2000 point to an industrial 
recovery. Net profits in some industries 
have risen. Software, pharmaceutical and 
consumer goods industries appear to be 
doing well. But, but a survey of 165 
companies by the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) shows that profits margins 
have remained under pressure. Cement 
sales have increased, while tractor sales 
have boosted the results of Escorts and 
Mahindra and Mahindra. Commercial 
vehicle sales too have risen, but there is a 
downtrend in automobiles and 
infrastructure. Aviation and shipping are 
depressed too, pointing to a selective 
recovery, at best. 

It is therefore difficult to 9ay whether 
the economy is really looking up. First, a 
low inflation rate may be good for 
consumers, but may not be good for the 
economy. It means that demand is slack. 
Expecting prices to be stagnant, investors 
stay away, preferring to keep their money 
in banks. This has beenltappening in the 
Indian economy for long: a survey by the 
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy 
(CMIE) shows that fresh investment 
proposals fell in 1998-99 for the third 
consecutive year; from a peak of $11.5 
billion, such proposals are just $4.8 billion 
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in the current year Without investment, 
growth can hardly be expected 
^ The impact is being felt by domestic 
investors also Indian industry has 
demanded lower interest rates The 
Reserve Bank of India accepts that 
interest rates are among the highest in 
the world Though it has been concerned 
with controlling prices thus far, a low 
inflation could well translate into low 
growth, and subsequently deepening of 
the recession, making the current rail) 
short-lived 

The second aspect is the despondenc) 
in world markets GDP growth rates ha\ t 
slowed down across Furope it is just 1 8° 
and 1 2% in Germany and Frame 
respectively, while for the FU (11 nations) 
the GDP growth is 16% In Italy, the 
economy has actually contracted b> 11 / 
Fears of a slowdown m the USA i ontinuc 
to be heard Given such a scenario, India s 
^ exports are certain to be affected 
Moreover, our economy cannot retrain 
insulated from the rest of the world Thus, 
the Indian economy is quite fragile and 
the current trends may be difficult to 
sustain 

The optimism generated by the recent 
jump in the stock market also needs to be 
curbed, simply because the stock market 
is not mdicator of a healthy economy 
Investor confidence may have risen to 
some extent, but the present rally in stock 
market prices has been mainly due to 
heavy buying by the Foreign Institutional 
Investors (Fils) Whether this leads to a 
* sustained change in the investment 
climate remains to be seen 


politics and business be separated in the 
country Otherwise we will continue to 
pay for the misdeeds of our politicians It 
is unreasonable to expect that the country 
I will get a stable government even m the 
next election or that the likes of Jayalalitha 
I and Soma Gandhi will btgin to behave 
I responsibly The only w ay out is to follow 
two systems somethmg like C hina which 
has sucusstulh divorced economic 
activities horn politics—while the 
government is communist it allows 
capitalism to thrive Changes in the 
political see ne dot s not affec t business in 
I that country 

i Anothti major factor is the clash of 
' exchange rates caustd by the Asian 
Russian and Bia/ilian crisis This has 
made the products exported by these 
countries cheaper in the world maiket 
Lvcn producers in India find it cheaper to 
import goods than to buy from domestic 
I producers Cheaper steel non ferrous 
metils chemicals and other goods are 
flooding the market pushing domestic 
product rs further into a coiner Plagued 
by inefficiencies India s domestic 
companies are going to be in serious 
I trouble 

I It is thus too early to say that the 
economy is on the path to recov ery There 
aie too many variables However if the 
I situation is handled deftlv the present 
positive trends could well be turned into 
1 a sustained rec ov ery I or that gov ernment 
foresight is needed vvhn hi •.unfortunately | 
in short supph 

What needs to be done 


Poised for recovery 

T HE rally m the stock markets and the 
Kargil victory have introduced a "feel¬ 
good" factor m the economy But if we 
consider all the aspects mentioned abov e, 
we find that the country is not 
experiencing a recovery right as yet, but 
k poised for one One major problem that 
is holding it back »the lack of investment, 
which has resulted out of two mam causes, 
foe continued political instability since 
1996 and the high interest rates that have 
f pushed up the cost of raising capital For 

foe former, it has become Imperative that 


T O sustain the current feel-good factor 
the government must undertake more 
rerorms quickly It has become imperativ e 
to reduce bureaucracy and to free the 
controls on investment The license 
inspector raj is still quite strong and | 
various government departments prev ent i 
people from going about their business i 
Recently, Tata withdrew from the 
Bangalore airport project because of 
government delays in finalising it Such 
incidents show the unreasonable controls 
on our domestic industry Telephone 
connections and Internet access are 
controlled, preventing foe economy from 


making a quantum jump ahead Will such 
things be freed in foe future’ 

At foe same time, foe government 
should try to revive the primary market 
through disinvestment It is widely 
1 accepted that sale of public sector shares 
j to foe public will fetch revenues foi foe 
I government which might prevent the 
I need for additional taxation 
Disinvestment is expected to bring small 
investors back into the primary market 
| Thus, shares of profit-makmg PSUs should 
i be put up for sale as early as possible If 
j the small investor is not brought into the 
I lin estment mode, the rise of the Sensex 
j will remain in the hands of foe Fils If they 
I decide to sell later on, the market will crash 
I as fast as it has risen 

Finall), the RBI needs to monitor 
I Asian and 1 atm American currencies 
closely and keep control on the value of 
the rupee If other currencies are 
I becoming cheaper, causing an erosion of 
India s competitive advantage, perhaps 
the apex bank should take to foreign 
exchange operations to keep the value of 
the rupee more in line with international 
realities 

Today, only those companies that are 
lean and mean can hope to win the 
customers' attention Gone are foe days 
when inefficiences could be passed on to 
the consumers That is whv badly run 
companies both in the public and the 
private sector are teeling the heat today 
A robust economy demands a healthy 
corporate sectoi Government policies of 
protectionism have so far prevented 
strengfoenmg India s competitive spirit 
The corporate sector must also learn to 
live with competition and develop its 
strengths rather than being complacent 

Several studies have been conducted 
to show why China attracts more 
mv estment despite the tact that its legal 
and political system has many loopholes 
The reasons are far too obvious It is tune 
we shed our moralistic posture and gave 
due importance to the economy The 
government babu* have to stop looking at 
every project suspiciously If the attitude 
does not change, foe positive results we 
have today may be diluted For India to 
become an economic power, its spirit must 
be freed 
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Distribution of Financial 
Resources in India 


Every federal system has a well-defined the Parliament has- the power to levy 
scheme for distribution of financial resources income tax on all incomes other than the 
and such a scheme is made part of the agriculture income, the State governments 
Constitution. The scheme of distribution of are competent to levy tax on agricultural 
finances is aimed at ensuring that both the incomes, including imposition of land 
Union as well as States have adequate financial revenue. Similarly, as per entry No. 54, 
resources at their disposal. Depending upon the power to impose Sales Tax is with the 
local conditions and needs, constitutions of | States, but taxes on imports and exports 
various federal countries in the world have i and sales in the course of inter-State trade 
specific provisions regarding collection of I and commerce can exclusively be levied 
various tax and non-tax revenues and then | by the Union. States, however, are 

prohibited from levying taxes on sale 
and purchase taking place outside the 
State, as well as on the sale and 
purchase taking place in the course of 
import into and exports out of India. 

I NDIAN Constitution is no exception in Power to levy Miles tax on the sales 
his regard. Taking a leaf out of the taking place in the course of inter-State 

Government of India Act of 1935, the trade is within the exclusive 

framers of Indian Constitution have made jurisdiction of the Union government, 
elaborate provisions relating to tax and The Union government has also 
non-tax revenues, their collection and declared certain goods as goods of 
distribution. There are several taxes which special importance in the inter-State 

are exclusively collected by the Union, but trade. 

these are not meant entirely for the Union, In addition to above no tax on 

as they do not form part of the consumption and sale of electricity can be 

Consolidated Fund of India. Many of them imposed if it is consumed by the 

are to be distributed among the States to Government of India or consumed in 
form part of the Consolidated Funds of construction, maintenance or operation of 
State. These are used to supplement the any railway, either by the government of 

revenues of the States and are used by j India or any other company. Further, the 
them in accordance to their needs. This properties of the Union are exempt from 

provision recognizes the limitation of the the State taxation and vice versa. These 
resources of the States and growing needs provisions clearly earmark the respective 
of the community in a welfare State. In areas in which the units of federation, i.e 

other words, the Union and the States in State and the Union, are empowered by 

India together form one organic whole for the Parliament to levy and collect the taxes, 

the purposes of utilisation of resources of If while determining the taxability of a 

the territories of India as a whole. particular good by a State arises between 

The Constitution of India makes a the States or any State and the Union, the 

distinction between the power to levy a dispute can be settled by approaching the 

tax and the power to appropriate the Supreme Court of India. The detailed and 

proceeds of a tax so levied. As per the clearly delineated provisions are, however, 

entries in the Union and State Lists in aimed at ensuring that no dispute takes 

Schedule-VII, the legislative power to place and the taxes are levied and collected 

make a law for imposing a tax is divided by the State and the Union as per the laid 
between the Union and the State. While down provisions. 


distribution between the States and the federal 
government. 

Tax Collection 


Proceeds Sharing 

T HE framers of the Constitution were 
convinced that the spheres of taxation 
given lor levy and collection to the States 
may not be sufficient enough to meet the 
expenditures of the State. Hence, special 
provisions have been added in the 
Constitution regarding distribution of 
proceeds of various taxes Broadly, there 
are three categories so far as distribution/ 
appropriation of tax proceeds are 
concerned. Firstly, there are certain duties 
which are leviable by the Union but are to 
be collected and entirely appropriated by 
the States. These include Excise duties on 
medicinal and toilet preparations 
containing alcohol and stamps duties on 
bills of Exchange. 

Second category is of the taxes which 
arc both levied and collected by the Union, 
but their proceeds are then assigned by 
the Union to the States within which they 
have been levied. These include duties on 
succession to non-agricultural property, 
estate duty on non-agricultural property, 
terminal taxes on goods or passengers 
carried by Railways, air or sea, taxes on 
rail fares and freight, taxes on sale of and 
advertisements in newspapers, Central 
Sales Tax and taxes on inter-State 
consignment of goods. 

Finally, there are taxes which are 
levied and collected by the Union, but the 
proceeds are distributed between the 
Union and the States in a certain 
proportion to ensure equitable distribution 
of financial resources. These taxes include 
income tax and excise duties, other than 
the duties on medicinal and toilet 
preparations, for which separate 
provisions have been made. In addition 
to these three special provisions, there are 
certain taxes belonging to the Union 
exclusively, including corporation tax, 
custom duties, surcharge on income tax 
and fees in respect of die matters in the 
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Union List. Similarly, certain taxes have 
been assigned to the States exclusively, 
including Land Revenue, residual Stamp 
Duties, Succession duty. Estate duty and 
Income-tax on agricultural lands, taxes on 
passengers and goods carried on inland 
waterways and roads, sales-tax, toll tax, 
entry tax, taxes on luxuries, boats, animals, 
vehicles, advertisements, consumption of 
electricity, entertainments, buildings, 
minerals, professions, trades etc. 

In addition to the above, both the 
Union and the States also have their non¬ 
tax revenues. The Union government 
receives non-tax revenues from Railways, 
Posts and Telegraphs, Broadcasting, 
Currency and Mint and commercial 
undertakings of the Union including Air 
India, Indian Airlines, Industrial Finance 
Corporation, Steel Authority of India and 
other similar Central Public Sector 
Enterprises (PSEs). Similarly, the States also 
collect their non-tax revenues from Forests, 
Irrigation, Mining and various State PSEs, 
including the ones engaged in electricity 
generation and distribution, road transport, 
fishing, paper and milk supply etc. 

Finance Commission 

T HE pattern of levy, collection and 
distribution of proceeds among the 
Union and the States is well-defined in 
the Constitution, except for the taxes 
which are levied and collected by the 
Union. Article 280 of the Indian 
Constitution provides for constitution of 
a Finance Commission tor every Five years 
to recommend to the President of India 
certain measures relating to distribution 
of financial resources, including the 
percentage of Income-tax proceeds to be 
assigned to the States as well as to the 
Union and the manner in which the share 
of respective States and the Union is to be 
determined. 

The Chairman of the Finance 
Commission must be a person having 
experience in public affairs. In addition, 
there are four more members which 
include a legal expert, expert in economics, 
expert in financial matters and 
administration and a person having 
special knowledge of finances and 
accounts of the government. The Finance 


Commission is required to make 
recommendations to the President on the 
following: 

(a) The distribution between the 
Union and the States of the net proceeds 
of taxes which are required to be divided 
among them, and allocation of respective 
shares of the States; 

(b) the principles governing grants- 
in-aid to the States out of the Consolidated 
Fund of India; and 

(c) any other matter referred to the 
commission by the President. 

In addition to the above, 73rd and 
74th Amendment Acts of 1992 have added 
two more terms of reference on which the 
Finance Commissions are now required 
to make recommendations. These are 
measures needed to augment the 
j Consolidated Funds of the States to 
supplement the resources of the Pancltayats 
and Municipalities in the States. 

From time-to-time the respective 
Finance Commission has enhanced the 
share of the States and reduced that of the 
Union in respect of Income tax and Excise 
duties sharing. A new system of assisting 
10 hilly States, including those of the north¬ 
east Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu 
& Kashmir has been evolved by clubbing 
these States in the classification of "Special 
category States" and ensuring that they get 
sufficiently more funds than their share as 
per the common formula for all other States. 

Eleventh Finance Commission was 
appointed by the government in July, 1998 
with an eminent economist. Prof. A.M 
Khusro, as its Chairman. The Commission 
has been asked to submit its 
recommendations to the President of India 
by December 31,1999. Considering the fact 
that the time given to the Commission is 
shorter than usual, and the fact that Lok 
Sabha polls in September may delay the 
interaction of the Commission with ail the 
State governments, it appears highly 
unlikely that the Commission would be 
able to accomplish its task within the given 
time schedule, more particularly when the 
Commission has had detailed discussions 
only with thirteen State governments till 
June 1999. The recommendations of the 
Eleventh Finance Commission would 
suggest measures for devolution of tax 
proceeds far the period between the years 
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2000 to 2005. 

Eleventh Finance Commission is 
unique in itself in many ways. Firstly, it 
has two prominent economists: Prof. A.M. 
Khusro and Dr Amaresh Bagchi, Secondly, 
the Eleventh Finance Commission would 
be the first to make recommendations to 
augument the Consolidated Funds of the 
States with a view to supplement the 
resources of local self-governments given 
the Constitutional status in the recent past. 
In addition, the Commission has, for the 
first time, been entrusted with extremely 
difficult task of strengthening and 
restructuring the financial management by 
the State governments. Last but not the 
least, the Commission is probably the first 
Finance Commission to have called an 
exclusive meeting of the Finance Ministers 
of the special category States. 

The system of distribution of financial 
resources, as envisaged in the 
Constitution, has worked very well so for 
and in most of the cases, the 
recommendations made by the successive 
Finance Commission were accepted by the 
governments in power. The only exception 
was the Report of the 8th Finance 
Commission, recommendations under 
which were not accepted by the 
government on the ground of the financial 
difficulties of the Union and late receipt 
of the Report of the Commission. Such 
actions on part of the government are, 
however, against the true federal spirit of 
the Constitution. 
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"In times of adversity it is infinitely 
advantageous to be near a wise 
man." 

Valmiki Ramayann 

Human life, as we all know, is a 
touching tale of trials and tribulations, 
trepidation and trauma. Angst and 
adversity happen in life as naturally as 
anger and anxiety. Caught in the cross¬ 
fire of kicks and knocks, tears and jeers, 
the best course open for an ordinary 
mortal is to sit near a wise man and seek 
his wise counsel and august advice. 
Nothing stands by a beleaguered person 
as steadfast as the opinion of a wise man 
who has weathered many a storm in his 
own life but never allowed adversity to 
take a better of him. Human valour lies 
both in taking a wise man's guidance in 
times of troubles, and also facing die 
onslaught of adverse circumstances that 
may try to overwhelm an individual 
with guts and grit. Adversity can be¬ 
come an opportunity as well if we do 
not lose our discretion and balance of 
mind. In moments of crisis and confu¬ 
sion, the wise man is our only hope and 
anchor. 

"Law without justice is like an egg 
without its yolk and much of its 
salt." 

Law and justice are like a body 
and soul and both are as integral to 
each other as the well to water. No 
civilised society can claim to be just 
and fair if its citizens are denied the 
fruits of justice in the presence of 
many a law on the statute book. Just 
as a human heart without its rhythmic 
beats is dead-wood, similarly a law 
without justice to the people at large is 
a dead letter. In order to make an 
object useful and desirable, its sub¬ 
stance and essence must work in 


tandem and total harmony People's 
craving for speedy and inexpensive 
justice is a right that can admit of no 
dilution under any circumstances. The 
mere presence of law without quick 
dispensation of justice to the affected 
persons makes it redundant and 
unreliable. Lest justice becomes a cry 
m the wilderness, the law-enforcing 
and interpreting authorities must see 
to it that not only justice is done but 
also universally believed to have been 
done. The taste of pudding lies in its 
eating. 

"If you are easily accessible and 
careful, the world will pay you 
homage." 

Tirukkoral 

What makes a person venerable is 
not his pelf and position but an easy 
accessibility and concern for one and 
all. Those living in ivory towers may 
acquire the halo of a mystic or a myste¬ 
rious person, but a person of flesh and 
bones, without any misplaced sense of 
self-importance is nearer other human 
beings who sail in the same boat of life 
as he does. Just as the brave deserve 
the fair, similarly if a person is easily 
available for help and counsel and he 
proves his credentials as a man of care, 
courtesy and consideration, he makes a 
distinct mche for himself in the hearts 
of friends and foes. Besides the grati¬ 
tude that he earns for his selfless 
services to others, he endears himself to 
all, irrespective of caste, colour and 
creed. Since man is a social animal, his 
attitude and approach should be such 
that he proves himself a mere tool or 
medium which others in need can use 
and benefit. Being easily accessible and 
careful are qualities that one has to 
cultivate so that both the giver and the 


| beneficiary are blessed. If by Co*d's 
i grace, any one of us is gitted with 
material, emotional or spiritual distinc¬ 
tions, he or she should come forward t 
share them with those who aic not so 
lucky 

"Pay attention to your enemies, fc 
they are the first to discover you 
mistakes." 

Aii/isfJirm 

Though candidly contradictory m 
tone and tenor, it is our enemies who 
keep us on our toes and make us acutely 
aware of our mistakes, which even our 
best friends may hesitate to speak out A 
j wise enemy is much better than a stupid 
sycophant, because the tormcr warns us 
of the ensuing dangers and ditches ahem 
whereas the latter tries to feed our fond 
fancies and consequently makes us 
completely complacent. It is in the fitnes< 
of things that one should always listen tc 
one's enemy because he is the one persoi 
who discovers our mistakes and puts us 
on the alert. In the mirror that our friend 
hold to us, we may fail to see our real 
character that comprises both our 
strengths and weaknesses. The enemy, 
who is determined to settle scores with 
us, is always on the look out ot our 
Achilles’ heel and that is what we ought 
to know in advance in this world where 
we have to wage many a battle, and 
strive for many a struggle before we 
realise our dreams and fulfil our aspira¬ 
tions. To be in a state of lethargy, for one 
reason or the other, is to invite trouble 
and thus become a victim of defeat and 
derision. It hardly matters if our follies oi 
foibles are pointed out by our enemies, 
because what matters the most in life is 
the right lessons learnt in time and the 
mistakes so discovered, rectified or 
corrected As early as possible. 
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Are Big Dams Necessary? 


Even if Booker Award winner Arundhati 
Row had not brought the agitation about the 
Narmada dam into national focus by writing a 
moving essay and donating her prize money to 
theNarmada Bacliao Andolan, the debate about 
big dams was unlikely to be resolved easily On 
the one hand arc the proponents of the dams, 
i >ho argue for increased electricity generation 
ami irrigation potential of such dams and on 
the other arc the activists who say tlmt the 
* 1 11 ms of benefits are false and that dams hai'e 
i nt^ed great misery and displacement of poor 
people In this issue we debate the issue 


i 


Mr A We face a great dilemma these 
dajs. Countries like India and China 


have huge populations, but many living 
m the countryside suffer floods and 
droughts regularly; they have no elec¬ 
tricity and basic amenities. Big dams 
were supposed to be an answer to all 
these problems. They could regulate the 
discharge of water, and canals would 


like the precious resource to unirrigated 
■iieas. Electricity could be generated in 


an environment-friendly way. It was 
bt lievcd that these dams would usher in 


prosperity all around. Based on this 
belief, India has built 3,600 dams and 


1,000 more are being built, making the 
lountry the third largest dam builder in 
the world However, after more than 50 


years of following this line of thinking, 
doubts have emerged whether these 
dams really fulfil the purpose that they 
were built for. Booker prize winner 
Vundhati Roy has brought to light 
some important figures relating to big 
dams. Despite so many dams that the 
tountry has built, the country has more 
drought-prone and flood-prone area than 
it had in 1947. More than 80 per cent of 
rural households have no electricity, 250 
million people have no access to safe 
drinking water, and over 350 million live 
below the poverty line. Pood production 
has risen, but big dams account for only 


! 12 per cent of the increase. Above all, 
big dams alone have displaced 33-40 
million people, most of foem dalits or 
tribal people. These figures certainly 
point to the fact that big dams have not 
lived up to their expectations. There is 
something basically wrong, and we must 
try to find out what exactly it is. 

Mr B The figures are compelling, 
no doubt, but I must say that the 
debate is clouded by sentimental 
outbursts and accusations from both 
sides. The truth is perhaps somewhere 
in between. First, we have to accept 
that we do need electricity and drink¬ 
ing water. Rural populations are at the 
mercy of the elements; every year 
property and lives are lost due to 
droughts and floods. The only way out 
is to regulate the water. And this can 

I only be done through big dams. It is 
wrong to discount the benefits of all 
dams. The standard of living in our 
country has improved considerably 
since 1947, and some part of it is surely 
due to the increased electricity that we 
generate. Take the case of Punjab—the 
prosperity of the State is due to one 
single factor, the Bhakra dam. It has 
ensured that water is available round 
the year; electricity has helped farmers 
to grow crops; canals have taken the 
water right through Rajasthan. Maybe 
in some cases dams have not be well- 
conceived, but is it right to criticise all 
the dams? Surely we should look at the 
benefits objectively. 

Mr C That is exactly what the 
activists are demanding. Unfortunately, 
all studies conducted by the govern¬ 
ment, all data submitted to the World 
Bank for funding, information about 
rehabilitation—everything is a State 
secret. Nobody has a right to these 
documents. If the State has nothing to 
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hide and is really doing something for 
the good of the people, why the se¬ 
crecy? Usually, the State says some¬ 
thing, while the facts on the ground are 
the complete opposite. India has built 
3,600 dams, so why is the information 
on their benefits or the rehabilitation of 
the displaced population not made 
public? While the government protects 
its data under the Official Secrets Act, 
the figures given by independent 
studies as quoted by Arundhati Roy are 
compelling: to give one example, she 
says that the Bagri dam cost 10 times 
the budget, submerged three times 
more land, and irrigates only 5 per cent 
of the area that was claimed. Instead of 
giving the actual figures, if any, on the 
dams built so far, Roy is attacked for 
writing the essay. It would be better if 
the Official Secrets Act is removed, at 
least regarding decisions which affect 
the people. If they are to be displaced 
to make way for large dam9, they have 
a right to know how they will be 
benefited, and what has been the actual 
record of meeting promises made by 
the government. 

Mr D I think we get too carried 
away by sentimental points created by 
the likes of Medha Patkar and Arundhati 
Roy. Can we really ignore the fact that 
we are self-sufficient in food production 
and have made strides in other areas? 
Can our agriculture or industry really 
develop without building roads and 
power plants? I am afraid that the anti¬ 
dam people live in a make-believe world 
and romanticise the traditional way of 
life which is not romantic at all. Today, 
people have some basic comforts. True, 
there are many grey areas but we cannot 
discard the gains made in the last 50 
years. Both nuclear and thermal power 
are polluting and dams are a source of 
clean electricity We should encourage 
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dams, rather than criticise them. The 
Gandhian way may sound very good 
but can we really go back to the old 
lifestyles? To give an example, horse- 
carts look nice, but it is not possible to 
give up cars and vehicles and go for 
horse-carts in a big way. Modernisation 
cannot be pushed back 

Mr E The question is, de\ clopmont 
for whom? While the poor villagers are 
uprooted from their homes, it is the 
cities that get more water and electricity 
Just take a look at the elcctncitv position 
in small tovvns and villages in utics v \e 
write letters in newspapers it we do not 
get power for a few hours, but \ illages 
have to go for days without elei tncil\ 

In villages, people have to walk tor 
miles just to fetch drinking water. Chil¬ 
dren have to drop out from schools 
because they must help in the house¬ 
work Yet, we say that the dams have 
helped the rural people. The truth is 
something else, dams help the urban- 
based elites and the benefits How to the 
cities. Not a thought is given to the 
people who are displaced bov oral 
studies have indicted the World Bank ot 
funding questionable projects m poor 
countries Let us think of the people tor 
a while. Why should 50,000 people be 
prepared to die uistead of being rehabili¬ 
tated? Why is the State suppressing the 
movement so brutally? The people are 
telling us something which we are not 
prepared to accept. After all, if the dam 
was going to benefit them, whv should 
they protest so much? Why should the 
State be so stubborn? If we care to 
answer these questions we may discov er 
that something is seriously wrong vv ith 
the development process 

Mr A There is nothing wrong with 
development. Those who protest are 
rabble rousing romantics who are simplv 
creating trouble for the dam builders 
After independence, we realised that 
modernisation would require hamessmg 
our resources, water being one ot them 
Being a tropical country, we get much 
rainfall in two months but for majority 
of tite year the land remains dry. If 
reservoirs were created, the problems of 


i flood and drought would be solved. 
Electricity generation would be an 
added advantage. That is why 
Javvahartal Nehru called dams "the 
j temples ot modern India". They have 
helped realise some of these hopes, with 
i activ e help from the World Bank. Dam- 
i building became associated with nation¬ 
building It mav be time now to assess 
the situation in the light of experiences 
! all over the world Alter all, we do not 
| live in a totalitarian State like China, 

' where all debate is banned despite the 
fact that a single dam—the Three Gorges 
dam—will displace an estimated 1.3 
million people and submerge thousands 
of villages We should not be afraid of 
i debate the tacts 

, Mr B 1 am in favour of dams. These 
. days, unfortunately, misguided people 
1 opt for environmental activism because 
it is fashionable It gives them an oppor¬ 
tunity to show that they care tor the 
planet whereas they are only interested 
in their own fame So problems are 
created in all projects, since it is easy to 
get your name in the newspapers by 
organising a small protest. This eco- 
terrorism has to stop. People should be 
given the opportunity to speak up when 
the project is conceived. Any protests 
after the building work starts should not 
be tolerated. Debate does not mean that 
problems be created for everything that 
is planned to be done. The nation has to 
bear a great cost m terms of delayed and 
incomplete projects. A system should be 
made so that all objections are heard and 
i recorded before construction starts and 
after that no dissent should be tolerated. 
We know that m our country work is 
i normally done at a leisurely pace and if 
we keep creating problems, nothing will 
ever get done. Is this what we want? 

1 Should we not progress 7 

, Mr C Nobody is against progress. 
The only thing is that the costs of these 
projects should be adequately consid¬ 
ered. Tor so many projects, we have 
tailed to sec 1 the human cost. Today, 

1 more than 50 million people have been 
displaced in our country. They have 
swelled the ranks of l]eggars and ser¬ 


vants in urban homes. There is some¬ 
thing wrong in this kind of develop¬ 
ment. Yes, we started building dams, but 
what prevents us from assessing their 
costs and benefits today? Is it foolish to 
correct our mistakes? We should have an 
open mind. We have to ask why in 
developed countries, big dams are today 
being de-commissioned. They have 
created floods, water-logging and salin¬ 
ity. International aid has flowed for such 
projects but it has never been without 
pre-conditions. For example, the aid for 
Pergau Dam in Malaysia came with the 
condition that the country would buy 
British arms. Today, India is the recipient 
of the world's toxic wastes. Why? All 
that we are asking is that the facts be 
made public. There is no need tor ofticial 
secrets when the lives of the people are 
at stake. And alternatives do exist 
Smaller dams, as the ones made in 
Norway and Sweden, are the answer. 
Traditional water harvesting schemes are 
another solution. 

Mr D There are many issues in¬ 
volved in this discussion, including the 
very concept ot democracy and develop¬ 
ment. Someone has remarked that 
development is the most dangerous 
concept ever thought of by man. It 
destroys the environment and the 
people. Secondly, if huge numbers ot 
people have to suffer so much, is.it 
democratic to push for large projects? 

Let us consider whether we, the urban 
dwellers, can give up our flats and 
homes and accept to be settled else¬ 
where by the State. So why should the 
poor villagers be forced to give up their 
homes? The debate cannot be easily 
resolved. The least that can be done is to 
look at the problems afresh, with an 
open mind. The Official Secrets Act must 
be abolished, at least for issues that 
affect the people. Let us not denigrate 
the people who are willing to drown in 
the dam. 


Join the Debate at 

http://www.cotniKtitionina8rer.coin 
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Cracking the CAT 


This is the second article in our senes 
vi Common Admission Test (CAT) 
conducted for the Indian Institutes of 
Management and other institutes. The first 
article appeared in our July issue and 
explained how the preparation should be 
done. This time we explain how CAT can be 
cleared and what the test-taking strategies 
should be. The idea is to start early and 
develop the skills and psychological set-up 
which will pave your path to success. 

How does one clear the CAT? This 
question surely bothers many aspirants. 
Many look for one formula which will 
make them successful. Others hope that 
by doing some arithmetic sums or 
mugging up a word-list, they can improve 
their English and quantitative skills. 
Coaching schools publish outrageous 
claims hoping to cash in on the craze for 
MBA programmes; then there are 
apocryphal stories about certain 
successful people who cleared the exam 
without any preparation. Others think 
that by marking the choices randomly 
they can get to a good score. 

It is important to sift through the 
claims and arrive at a realistic picture 
oneself. Let us first look at the facts: there 
are around 185 questions in the paper, 
divided in the four sections of Maths, Data 
Interpretation, English and Compre¬ 
hension. Reasoning questions are found 
both in Quantitative and in the English 
section. The time allowed is two hours, 
which gives less than one minute per 
question* One has to be very fast indeed 
to be able to read the question, 
comprehend what is asked, make a 
calculation or two and then mark the 
answer. Along with speed, one must be 
accurate as well, since there is negative 
marking and mistakes will result in a 
negative.score. 

Speed with accuracy can only be 
developed through regular practice. One’s 


mental make-up is also very important. 
For example, if you need a calculator for 
doing simple additions and subtractions, 
it would not be possible to develop mental 
maths by doing a few sums. If you do not 
have the habit of reading books and 
magazines, you will find it difficult indeed 
to attempt the Comprehension section, in 
which you have to read a passage and 
answer the questions on it. So the 
preparation involves developing the 
required personality right from school. A 
few months of study or coaching classes 
are unlikely to help if you lack any of the 
above qualities 

Work smartly 

CAT is an examination that judges 
how smartly you think It tests intelligence 
per minute, not just your ability to solve 
sums. You have to perform under 
pressure, since tune is limited. Hie idea is 
to keep your cool and not give in to panic 
The ability to be acquired is to work smart, 
as opposed to working hard. This means 
manipulating the choices, doing mental 
calculations and arriving at the answer 
fast, rather than doing it through 
conventional methods. Approximation 
techniques should be mastered. Do not 
waste time trying to learn esoteric 
techniques but spend some time learning 
the tables, percentages, squares and square 
roots of numbers. 

Start by preparing the basics from 
class 10 books. After that, take some full- 
length tests of the pattern of CAT to assess i 
your score. Some tests which you can j 
attempt are available in the Master Guide 
for MBA Entrance, published by Khanna 
Brothers. These tests will help you practice 
and arrive at a good approximation of 
your scores. One Mock-CAT is published 
in Thb Competition Mastek every year 
which helps you arrive at the closest 
approximation of the actual score. The 


Mock-CAT gives your percentile on a 
national scale, since people from ail over 
India participate in it. 

Some precautions must be taken 
while appearing in full-length tests. There 
is a tendency to spend time on one 
I particular section only, if many questions 
I are unattempted. However, one should 
! work by the clock and devote just half-an- 
! hour per section. When this time is over, 
it is advisable to move on to the next 
section no matter how many questions 
have been attempted. Before starting, 
please look at the section and try to locate 
the questions which appear easy. Do not 
start attempting blindly. It you encounter 
any difficult question, simply skip it. Do 
not spend time trying to solve it, since you 
will waste time on it. 

The paper will have some easy 
questions and some difficult ones. The 
student must develop the judgement to 
| locate the easy questions. There will be 
sone "speed-breakers", which cannot be 
attempted in one minute at all. These are 
actually teasers and a person is tempted 
to waste time solving them. But it is 
important to avoid the speed breakers and 
locate the easy questions. 

| Section-wise approach 

Let us see what strategies can be 
1 followed in the different sections. One 
must follow the strategy that one has 
decided earlier: do not try to experiment 
in the final. Follow instructions. 
Sometimes a time limit is imposed per 
section. Two years back students were 
given one hour to do the English section 
and one hour for quantitative section. Stick 
to die time limit strictly. The following tips 
may be followed: 

English Usage: Look for vocabulary 
related questions, such as analogies and 
spotting the odd man out. These are time- 
savers. Fill in the blanks may be easy and 
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could be attempted first too. Logic 
questions sometimes take time, especially 
where one has to arrange sentences to form 
a paragraph. 

Comprehension: Glance through all 
the passages quickly and locate those 
whose subject seems familiar to you. Some 
passages may have facts and data, which 
could be easy to attempt. Long passages 
are not necessarily difficult, so do not make 
the mistake of looking for shorter passages 
only. In fact, the long passages usually 
have more questions and if you are able 
to figure it out, you can attempt more 
questions than a short passage. 

Maths: In this section too, glance 
through the entire section. You will be able 
to find the questions that can be attempted 
easily. If you find a particular topic tough, 
simply avoid the questions. This is because 
you have plenty of choice. You can attempt 
on average 30-35 questions in the given 
time but the number of questions are 
around 45. So leave out the 10 questions 
in which your preparation is not good. 

Data Interpretation: This section has 
one or two very difficult graphs but the 
rest of the paper is easy. Use 
approximations to arrive at the answer. 
The data sufficiency questions should be 
attempted first, as these are time-savers. 

Test Taking Strategies 

Every person will have a different 
strategy for attempting the paper. When 
you do a full-length test, remember to 
analyse and discuss mistakes either of 
calculation or in choice of questions. Make 
a note of them in a diary and before sitting 
for the next test, review the points. This 
will help you avoid similar mistakes in 
future. 

Time management is of utmost 
importance. Learn to work strictly by the 
clock. If you are working at home, ask 
someone to remind you to switch sections 
after exactly 30 minutes. Gradually, as you 
appear in many tests, the fear will tend to 
decrease and you will know exactly which 
section is causing problems. Usually, if you 
have a good vocabulary, the English 
sections will see better scores while if you 
have an analytical mind, the quantitative 
sections will fetch you better marks. 


However, there is a qualifying minimum 
score in each section and it is not advisable 
to leave out one section at the expense of 
the other. 

Practice two helpful techniques: a) 
working backwards from the choices, and 
b) learning approximation techniques. The 
first is really the key to solve management 
entrance tests Many sums would take 
very long if attempted by the proper 
method. But it one were to substitute the 
choices, one could quickly arrive at the 
correct answer. In others, if one works out 
an equation, it may not be necessary to 
solve it but try to see which choice best 
satisfies the condition. 

Writing essays 

An important addition to this year's 
CAT could be writing a paragraph or a 
short essay. Your preparation should thus 
not limit to the objective-type test only 
Think through different topics consisting 
of current controversies. Regular reading 
of The Competition Master helps, as many 
essays and articles are covered from the 
examination point of view. Practice some 
creative topics too. For further topics of 
essays, go through a GMAT book. Your 


essay should stand out among thousands, 
so it should reflect your extra reading and 
understanding. Show the essays to your 
teachers or friends so as to improve upon 
them. 

One way of improving your writing 
skill is by reading a lot. If you read some 
good authors and books, you will learn 
how to use language effectivelyrThe other 
aspect is to gain knowledge about the 
topic, which is obtained by reading current 
newspapers and magazines. Learn to read 
difficult as well as easy texts. 

One.question that is commonly asked 
is whether one should join coaching 
centres, joining classes helps in making a 
routine and imposes discipline, but do not 
expect miracles. Ultimately, it is your effort 
that is going to count. However, since MBA 
is the latest craze, many unscrupulous 
coaching institutes promise the moon. 
Fantastic claims are made, such as "four 
out of five entrants to IIM are from X 
institute." It may be mentioned that such 
claims are difficult to verify or sustain. 
There are no short-cuts for success and 
anyone promising a quick remedy is not 
being honest. If CAT be your aim, prepare 
to practice endlessly and change yourself 
and do not expect any miracles. 


ATTEMPTING MANAGEMENT TESTS 

1. Attempt all sections within the given time. Work by an alarm clock or ask 
someone to remind you to switch sections. 

2. Develop skill in all sections. Do not concentrate in one section at the expense 
of the other. A certain minimum marks have to be obtained in all sections. 

3. Attempt different forms of testing so that you are not taken unawares by any 
surprise element in the paper. 

4. Remember that speed is not hurry. Speed means spotting shorter methods 
as opposed to the 'correct* way of solving problems. Rushing through the 
paper is unlikely to do you any good. 

5. Keep your cool. If you panic, close your eyes and meditate for half a minute. 
Return to the paper after blanking your mind of negative thoughts. 1 * 

6. Compare your scores with others and you will have a good idea where you 
are heading. 

7. Make a note of the mistakes you are likely to make. Keep the points in front 
of you while attempting mock tests so that you learn to avoid them. 

8. Keep a small diary in which you write all the formulae, tables and foe things 
you forget often. Carry it around and check it whenever you are In doubt. 
Constant reference will help you memorise what you find difficulty.. 

9. Identify weak areas and seek professional help to get over therm v. 

10. If you are consistently lagging behind, perhaps you need to consider whether 
you have aptitude. Maybe your talent lies in some other field, and. you 
should look at alternate careers. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examina¬ 
tions and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well 
in advance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess 
their own suitability and that of the institute before applying—this 
feature Is not a recommendation of any course or institute. 

Aviation 

Air Hostess, Flight Steward, Ticketing and Reservation- 

Courses commencing August and October, 1999. Contact: Sa¬ 
hara India Aviation Academy, 249/250 Block A, Road No 8, 
Mahipalpur, New Delhi -110 017. 

Aircraft Engineering 

Aircraft Maintenance Engineering Course (3 years)— 

Eligibility: Class 12 with PCM and 50% marks. Age between IT- 
24 years. Last date: September 10,1999. Apply to. Indian institute 
of Aeronautics, Patna Airport, Patna, with a DD for Rs 310. 

Chartered Accountancy 

intermediate and Final Examinations—To be held from 
November 1, 1999. For application form, apply to. Additional 
Secretary (Examinations) Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi -110 002 with a DD for Rs 
20 and a s.a.s.e. of size 27.5x12.5 cm 

Computers 

IBM Advanced Certificate in Software Engineering 
(ACSE)—National Entrance Test to be held on September 5,1999. 
Eligibility: BE/B.Tech/MCA/M.Sc. Last date: August 24,1999. Course 
duration: 6 weeks, fees: Rs 50,000. Apply to: IBM Global Services, 
Express Building, Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, New Delhi -110 002 
with a DD for Rs 500 and a photocopy of the graduation marksheet. 

Correspondence Courses 

1. Master of Finance and Control, B.Ed, MA in various 
subjects, BA, B.Com, Diploma In Statistics and PG Diploma 
in Health and Population Education— Last date: September 
10,1999. Apply to: The Registrar, Panjab University, Sector 14, 
Chandigarh with a DD for Rs 175. 

2. Undergraduate, PG, M.Phii courses— Apply to: Regis¬ 
trar, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra -136119 with a DD for 
Rs lop.and 2 self-addressed slips. 

Engineering 

Joint Entrance Examination (JEE-2000)— for admission 
to IITs. 'rr-BHU, Varanasi and ISM, Dhanbad. Screening test on 
Januaty-2, 2000. Main examination on May 7,2000. Application 
forms ayettable from Chairman, JEE of any HT and some desig- 
natedTMhks from' August 2,'T999 to September 13,1999. For 


details see advt published on July 24,1999. 

Foreign Languages 

Portuguese Beginners Course— Apply to: Institute Camoes, 
Potuguese Cultural Centre, 13 Sunder Nagar, New Delhi -110 003. 

Hotel Management 

Diploma in Hotel Management and Catering Technology 
(3 years), Craft courses (1 year)— Last date: August 30,1999. 
Apply to: Indian Institute of Catering Technology and Hotel Manage¬ 
ment, 22 Shivaji Nagar, Near Membalam, Thanjavur • 613 001 
with a DD for Rs 160. 

Junior Research Fellowship 

UGC Test for JRF and Eligibility for lecturership (NET). 
Test to be held on December 19, 1999. For details, see advt 
published on July 31,1999. 

Management 

PG Diploma in Business Technology (16 months)— Ap¬ 
ply to: Centre for international Management, A 231 Okhla Indus¬ 
trial Area, Phase-1, New Delhi -110 020 with a DD for Rs 200. 

Marine Engineering 

Diploma In Marinr Engineering— Eligibility: Class 12 with 
PCM and English. Apply to- Director, Chennai School of Ship 
Management, 37/39 Perambur High Road, Chennai - 600 012. 

Scholarships 

1 . Inlaks Scholarship— Eligibility:Age between 22-30 years. 
Selection is based on personal interview. Last date: August 30, 
1999. Apply to: Inlaks Foundation, PO Box 2108, Delhi -110 007. 

2. Doctoral Fellowships In Economics, Sociology Devel¬ 
opment, Population Studies and Education— Eligibility: Masters 
degree with 55% marks, age below 28 years. Test: NET/JRF. Admis¬ 
sions through entrance test and interview. Last date; September 24, 
1999. Apply to: Registrar, Institute for Social and Economic Change, 
Nagarbhavi, Bangalore - 560 072 with a DD for Rs 50. 

3 Fellowships and Grants for research/training In a 
medical or related subject— For application forms write to: 
Director, RD Birla Smarak Kosh, Medical Research Centre, 
Bombay Hospital Trust, Hospital Avenue, Mumbai - 400 020 with 
a s.a.s.e. 24x10 cm with Rs 6 stamps. 

Travel and Tourism 

Basic course in fares and ticketing (1 to 3 months)— 
Eligibility: class 12 or graduation. Apply to: Indian Institute of 
Tourism and Travel Management, Ministry of Tburism and Delhi 
Tourism, 9 Nyaya Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110 021. 
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Merchant Navy 

The opportunity to travel around the navigating, supervising cargo and passen- Institute (MERI), Calcutta. The first is a navi- 

worldand the lure of high salaries attracts many gets. The engine department consists of the gation discipline course while the second is 

youngsters to a career in the Merchant Navy, chief engineer, radio officer, electrical of- an engineering course. The eligibility is class 

This feature describes the profession, how to ficer and junior engineers. They are respon- 12 with Physics, Chemistry and Mathemat- 

get into it and the promotion amines Llsu- sible for the engines and other mechanical ics. Admission is through the IIT Joint En- 

ally, young people arc attracted by the glam- j and electrical equipment. The service de- trance Examination (JEE-2000), the screening 

our of travelling the high seas, but it is good to partment manages the kitchen, laundry, testofwhichisscheduledtobeheldonjanu- 

know what actually the job entails. It also de- , medical and other services. Thus, another ary 2,2000 and main examination on May 

scribes what to expect and the avenues after 1 way of getting into the merchant navy 7,2000. Application forms can be obtained 

spending some years on the ship \ could be by doing a course in hotel man- from Chairman, JEE of any ITT and some 

1 agement and catering. designated banks from August 2, 1999 to 

A career in the merchant navy is con- Salary. The starting salary varies be- September 13,1999. Candidates will also 
sidered a glamorous one, especially by j tween Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000 a month. A have to fill forms .for TS Chanakya and 

young people who have the travel bug It person gets a variety of benefits such as MERI, which are available from: Director 

offers an opportunity to visit new and ex- i tree food, accommodation, paid leave. General of Shipping, Jahaz Bhawan, WH 

otic places ail over the world, and the sala- two-way tree passage and facilities for Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai - 400 038. 

ries are also very high. For many young families. In other words, the salary can be Candidates have to be unmarried In¬ 
people, a life of travel and adventure holds saved totally while one is on ship. The dian citizens (male or female). After clear- 

a unique charm and that is the reason that perquisites include bonus, holiday travel j mg the test, there is an interview and a 

many of them look for a career m themer- and other annual benefits Foreign com- medical test. Normal vision is required but 

chant navy. | panies pay higher, and a starting salary glasses upto plus or minus 2.5 may be at- 

What is merchant navy? It consists of i of $1,500 to $2,500 can be expected. Since lowed. There are some private institutes 

various types of ships such as tankers, cargo j the job involves going abroad for extended which offer training for merchant navy as 

and passenger ships. It is different from the I periods, one can take advantage of becom- well. These institutes prepare students for 

navy in the sense that it offers commercial , mg an NRI and earn tax-free income. jobs such as deck cadets and marine engi- 

services, as opposed to the navy, which is The entry level for a fresh marine engi- neering jobs. Look out for notices in the 

involved in the defence of a nation. Compa- neer (ME) is at the rank of Fifth engineer or local newspapers for the courses conducted 

nies that run merchant ships require trained junior engineer. Promotions depend on ex- by private institutes, 
people who can operate and maintain the aminations and a steady performance. The Becoming a deck cadet: If you have 
ships. Some of these arc Chevron and Mobil , fourth engineer must have completed 18 { missed the opportunity to do IIT-JEE, foe 

ofUSA,Wallem Ship Management of Hong i months of seahme and clear the examination i alternative is to do a training to become a 

Kong, Denholm of UK and a host of Nor- I (conducted by Marine Mercantile Depart- j deck cadet from a private institute. Some 

wegian companies. India too has its ship- j men t. Government of India) to be promoted j of these institutes have contacts with ship¬ 
ping companies, such as the Shipping to the rank of thinl engineer. At each stage, j ping companies, which normally recruit 

Corporation of India, Great Eastern Ship- i exams have to be cleared and after many deck cadets directly. The limitation is that 

ping, Essar and Chowgule Shipping. Mer- years of experience, one may hope to become one may not have as fast a promotion that 

chant Navy is the backbone of international the chief engineer, the highest rank that an may be offered to a regular marine engi- 

trade, carrying cargo across the globe. With- ME can reach. At this level, salary may reach neer or a graduate in nautical sifence. 

out foe merchant navy, much of the import- 1 Rs 1.50 lakh per month. Some people achieve Aptitude: It is normally believed that 
export business would grind to a halt* 1 this by mid-3Gs. The chances of promotions the job of a merchant navy officer is a giam- 

Trained people are required for thp 1 are quite wide, though it may be mentioned orous one. While travel and high salaries 

three main departments of the ship—the that there are no higher positions after be- are no doubt attractive, an aspirant must 

deck, the engine and the service depart- coming the captain of a ship. There could, assess whether he has the aptitvide or not. 
ment. There are thus, many career options thus, be some stagnation at this level. i First, it is a high technology profession. One 
that are available for any youngster that ' How to apply: A merchant navy as- mustnot only have engineering aptjhxtebut 

has dreams to join the merchant navy. The pirant can do the 3-year 85c (Nautical Sri- a feel for technology as well. Second, a pc? 

deck officers include the captain, chief of- ! ence) course or the 4-year Marine son may be on a ship for extended periods 

ficer, second officer, third officer and other ! Engineering course at diet TS Chanakya, - of time, family Hus Cf§flmcoiiK 

junior officers. Deck start is responsible for Mumbai and Marine Engineering Research j lonely arici may cause stress. Furmei; if one 
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gets sea-sick, a career in the merchant navy 
} is hardly the correct option. It may also be 
kept in mind that if you have an aversion to 
exams, you may find promotions difficult 
to come by. Finally, one would have to be a 
calm person and not prone to panic: a per¬ 
son managing a ship would have to keep 
calm in the case of rough seas and storms, 
or if the engine Ms. Working hours could 
be irregular; one could be sailing for nine 
months in a year, with a minimum duty of 
eight hours a day Working areas could also 
be cramped, with little social life. It is only 
on the bigger passenger ships that one can 
meet other people, but for many cargo ships, 
it means spending months only with the 
crew members. So, one must be prepared 
for the rugged life. 

Draining. The four-year training is a 
rigorous one and prepares a young person 
for crisis management besides imparts skills 
required for the ship. In the first year, one 
learns basics of engineering, electrical and 


electronics. The next year, cadets learn about 
the engine mom, the machines and instru¬ 
ments used for sailing. Candidates wilUlso 
have to attend workshops at the Mazagaon 
docks, the Indian Naval Dockyard and the 
Bombay Port Trust. This is essential because 
of the rule that all MEs must have two years 
of workshop training in government- 
authorised centres. The other organisations 
where training can be done are the Garden 
Reach Shipbuilders and Central Inland 
Waterways Transport Corporation The third 
and fourth year are devoted to studying 
engineering. Students learn about the inter¬ 
nal combustion engine, the diesel power¬ 
house and other technical aspects. 

In the final year, students learn man¬ 
agement including operations manage¬ 
ment, naval architecture, marine auxiliaries 
and electricity, geography, ship construc¬ 
tion and marine systems design. MTRI is 
equipped with instrumentation, automa¬ 
tion and simulators. Students are trained 


i to meet challenges on the sea. Discipline, 
dedication and the ability to work under 
pressure are all required from a good sailor 
These days, working in a computerised 
environment are an added training that one 
must go through and some jobs may have 
become easier because of this. However, 
one must be constantly alert to warning 
| systems to avoid any mishap. 

Prospects beyond marine engineer¬ 
ing- Training in marine engineering does not 
limit you to ships. After putting in several 
years of service, many sailors retire with a 
I good savings and opt for land-based jobs or 
| start a business. The normal age of retire* 
i ment would be mid-30s or early forties, when 
j a person feels the need to settle down with 
i family. Openings would exist in the power 
plants, electrical and electronics industry, 
ship-building industry, etc. Many marine en¬ 
gineers become consultants to international 
shipping lines or pin companies providing 
! maintenance and other services to ships. 
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India 

The array of significant events in 
Indian history, which took place during 
the months of September include, 
announcement of Bengal partition by 
the British government on September 1, 
1905; foundation of Home Rule League 
at Madras by Annie Besant on 
September 21,1916; Bhagat Singh 
abandoning hunger strike on prison 
reforms on September 14,1929 
following the death of Jatindra Nath 
Dass; signing of Poona Pact on 
September 24,1932; Vinoba Bhave 
announcing retirement from polihcs on 
September 6,1935; formation of Interim 
government by Jawahar Lai Nehru on 
September 2, 1946 following Lord 
Wavell’s approving appointment of 
Interim government proposed by the 
Congress Party; Mahatma Gandhi 
commencing his (14th) fast on 
'recrudescence of trouble in Calcutta' on 
September 1, 1948; Major General 
Choudhry taking over as the Military 
Governor of Hyderabad on September 
18, 1948; Hindi becoming the National 
Language on September 14, 1949; Mihir 
Sen becoming first Indian to cross the 
English Channel on September 27, 

1958; inauguration of first STD route in 
India between Delhi and Jaipur on 
September 8,1964; in the Indo-Pak war, 
Indian troops crossing into West 
Pakistan in Lahore sector from three 
directions on September 6, 1965; 
opening of first Commonwealth Youth 
Festival in Delhi on September 2,1969; 
inauguration of Salem Steel Plant by 
Indira Gandhi on September 16,1970; 
Prakash Padukone defeating Morten 
Frost Hansen to win World's first Open 
Badminton Tournament at Royal Albert 
Hall on September 22,1979; < 

inauguration of Silent Valley National 
ftujt by Rajiv Gandhi on September 6, 
1985; in Rajiv Gandhi's reshuffled 


Cabinet, K.R Narayanan becoming the 
Minister of State for External Affairs on 
September 25, 1985; Rajiv Gandhi 
declaring open the Reliance Cup 
tournament on September 30, 1987; 
Vijaypat Singhama creating record with 
his marathon microlight solo flight from 
London to Delhi on September 9, 1988; 
enforcement of Prasar Bharati Act, 
granting autonomy to AIR and DD, on 
September 15, 1997; Delhi restricting to 
the sale of unleaded petrol on 
September 1, 1998. 


Dedicatory 

Dadabhai Naoroji, the Grand 
Old Man of India, who along with 
W.C. Bonnerjee founded the London- 
India Society was bom on September 
4,1825. 

Leo Tolstoy, world's greatest 
novelist of the fame of 'War and 
Peace', was born on September 9, 
1828 

Bhartendu Harishchandra, 
literary genius who is considered as 
the father of the Modern Hindi 
literature, was bom on September 9, 
1850. 

Robert Gascoyne Cecil, the 
prime draftsman of League of 
Nations Covenant, was born on 
September 14, 1864. 

(Dr) S. Radhakrishnan, the first 
Vice President and die President of 
India (1962*1967), was born in 
Iriutani on September 5,1888. 


International 

On the international scenario the 
array of events which emerged into 
prominence during the months of 
September include: signing of Treaty of 
Portsmouth that brought an end to 
Russo-Japanese war on September 5, 
1905; British Post Office starting the 


first Air Mail Service in tire world on 
September 9,1911; Alexander Kerensky 
proclaiming Russia a Republic on 
September 15,1917; Swastika becoming 
official flag of the Germany on 
September 15, 1935; German invasion 
of Poland on September 1, 1939; Britain 
and France declaring war on Germany 
on September 3, 1939, Japanese Foreign 
Minister signing terms of surrender on 
board the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay 
on September 2, 1945; signing of South 
East Asia Defence Treaty on September 
8,1954; beginning of Commercial 
Television in Britain on September 22, 
1955; Sweden changing its rule of the 
road from left to right on September 3, 
1967; Egypt re-adopting its name from 
the United Arab of Egypt on September 
2,1971; in Uganda, expulsion of 8000 
Asians by General Amin on September 
8,1972; opening of first World Swim 
meet in Belgrade on September 1, 1973, 
President Ford granting a full pardon to 
the former U S. President Richard 
Nixon on September 8, 1974; openmg 
of Hartsfield Atlanta International 
Airport, Georgia, USA—the World's 
largest Airport terminal—on September 
20, 1980; Sri Lanka winning the first test 
series by drawing the third and final 
test against India on September 19, 
1985; signing of Peace Pact in South 
Africa by Black and White leaders on 
September 14,1991 to end the 
factional fighting; Soviet Parliament 
disbanding the entire USSR on 
September 5,1991; Col Gaddafi 
celebrating his 25th year in Power in 
Libya on September 1,1994; Martina 
Hingis winning US Open title oh' 
September 7,1997 to become youngest 
woman to win at least three major 
singles titles in a single season; US 
conducting non-explosive nuclear tests 
in the desert of Nevada on September 
27,1998. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Workers, management and 
productivity 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to link wages (workers) with productive 
ity and ensure better relations between 
workers and management. Say how the 
measures suggested by you would pro¬ 
duce the desired results. 

Ans. The slogan 'produce or perish' 
is much more relevant and rewarding in 
the present world than what it was in the 
years gone-bye. The mind-set of both 
workers and management will have to 
undergo a drastic change and the old 
phantoms of distrust and defiance of each 
other's bona fides will have to be buried 
While burying the hatchet for ever, a new 
relationship between wages and 
productivity, on the one hand, and 
between die workers and management, on 
the other, needs to be worked out. 

There is no place for props and po¬ 
lemics as far as industrial output in the 
private and public sectors is concerned. 
In the changed industrial scenario, trade 
unions should play a special role in mak¬ 
ing the 'linkage' principle (between wages 
and productivity) a success in order to 
develop a strong and institutionalised in¬ 
dustrial relatioas machinery. 

Awareness and consciousness among 
the workers that the enterprise is their 
own, and its prosperity depends on their 
hard work and loyalty, would go a long 
way in improving work culture and pro¬ 
ductivity. Unless a new spirit and sensi¬ 
bility about the decisive role that workers 
have to play in enhancing the productivity 
level of their unit or enterprise is devel¬ 
oped, the anticipated dividends would fail 
tn materialise. 

Since it takes two hands to clap, die 
management too would have to create con¬ 
genial conditions at the work places and 
avoid all chances of conflict. Periodic con¬ 


sultations between the management and 
unions will result in peaceful industrial cli¬ 
mate ensuring uninterrupted production, 
improvement of productivity and reduc- 
| tion in unit cost resulting in competitive 
I prices of products. Transparency, openness 
; and building of credibility can help in 
| gaining cooperation of workers in times of 
i difficulty. It is needless to reiterate that in 
I a free market economy, the management 
must accord top priority to the develop¬ 
ment of human resources. 

Banning Lotteries 

Q. 'Banning lotteries may be good 
in theory but bad in practice.' Substan¬ 
tiate the statement with your views 
i based on knowledge, reading and ex¬ 
perience. 

j Ans. To hit the |ackpot is a universal 
i wish The acquisition of quick and easy 
! money is the most tempting desire that 
almost all of us nurse in some corner of 
our heart. Consciously or unconsciously, 
our prayers are directed towards fast per¬ 
sonal prosperity, and the fulfilment of such 
a wish is possible only when the lucky 
ones are blessed with a wind-fall like 
1 winning a fabulous lottery or horse race 
| or something like that. In recent years, the 
j craze for lottery tickets has resulted in 
! breaking m«iny a home and shattering 
i many a dream. If some social workers or 
I organisations have taken cognizance of 
i the poor or fixed income group persons 
j going bankrupt or pampers over the 
pompous promise of a big lottery prize 
not coming their way, the suggestion to 
ban all types of lotteries may be given a 
serious thought. Though the proposal is 
beset with many practical problems, in 
the larger interest of ethical values that 
sustain all civilised societies, banning of 
lotteries may be the only option left with 
us if we really mean to save those young 


and old, who have gone mad over the 
prospects of becoming millionaires 
overnight. 

The hope that buying a lottery ticket 
may mean an end of life’s ordeal and pov- 
erty-rela ted problems, has entrapped mil- 
i lions and proved their worst enemy. An 
| addiction as harmful as drinking, gam- 
I bling or even drug taking, the temporary 
1 charm of a lottery ticket has ruined many 
i a family and brought them on the roads. 
The statement that banning the sale of 
lotteries may be good in intention but bad 
in implementation may be true, as ail leg¬ 
islative measures to prevent social evils 
have a tendency to fail if people are not 
involved in the eradication of such aber¬ 
rations. Merc passing a bill in Parliament 
j or State legislature may not achieve the 
! desired result. 

| The success of a legislation cannot 
j be guaranteed simply because the sale 
I of lotteries makes a big hole in poor 
man's daily earnings. If lotteries impov¬ 
erish the poor further in their vain hope 
to become rich with a single stroke, they 
provide employment to millions, whose 
bread and butter depends upon the con¬ 
tinuation of this trade, regardless of the 
, fact whether it is moral or immoral, a 
virtue or a vice. 

Besides throwing people out of jobs 
I and making them irrelevant after the sale 
[ of lotteries is banned, the measure would 
; also mean a substantial loss of revenue to 
the already cash-starved States. In some of 
the most advanced countries like the US 
and the UK, lotteries have worked won¬ 
ders by benefiting the public and enhanc¬ 
ing the quality of life. Those who argue 
that by encouraging lotteries and other 
forms of gambling the government would 
be institutionalising greed may not be 
aware that more social good can accrue 
from lotteries than bad. "By banning the 
sale of lotteries, we would be depriving 
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people of the right to dream ot a better lite", 
some right thinking persons rightly teel so.* 

Social Security 

Q. Some thinking persons strongly 
feel that job security/social security is the 
urgent need of the hour. Substantiate the 
statement with your views based on 
knowledge, experience and ground re¬ 
alities. 

Ans. To provide social security or job 
opportunities to various segments of In¬ 
dian society is a challenge to planners and 
policy-makers, on the one hand, and a fun¬ 
damental human right for those who are 
either in the evening of lite or standing on 
the threshold of their career or job market, 
on the other. The question whether guar¬ 
anteeing social security to all is good or 
bad for the economy is a subject of debate 
today as it was many veais ago. Ihe pro¬ 
cess of globalisation, as we are all awaie, 
has led to convergence ot many ot the so¬ 
cial security problems. Some ot the solu¬ 
tions being thought of are creation ot a 
new social fund, privatisation oi pension, 
and the like. For a country like India, no 
government worth its salt can wash its 
hands oft the colossal problems of unem¬ 
ployment, neglect ot the aged and the 
destitutes, utter lack of human 
developmncnt and a host ot other 
demands that keep cropping up ev ery now 
and then. The growing ghost of jobless¬ 
ness on one side of the national spectrum, 
and the widening economil and social 
disparities, on the other, call tor immedi- , 
ate steps. 

The pressures of modernisation have 
undoubtedly led to the weekening ot the 
social support svstems. Since no society 
can afford to live in vacuum the crying 
need of the moment is to provide some 
sort of a cushion against the odds that 
people in general face in their da\ -to-da\ 
lives. We need to deliberate upon the 
integration ot social groups who are being 
marginalised in this process of 
development under the garb of 
globalisation-cum-liberalisation 

The hard fact is that one-third of our 
population continues to live below the pov- ; 
erty line and a large number still remains 


unemployed and under-employed. In a 
civilised society like ours, social policy can- 
I not be allowed to remain unconcerned about 
! the workers and others who are likely to be 
displaced in the process ot economic rcstruc- 
I turing It should be an important concern of 
the policy makers that those who are dis¬ 
placed are helped into better adjustment 
paths and are meamngttillv redeployed. In 
the broader context, social security is needed 
by all vulnerable groups. 

I 

Effects of forest damage 

Q. "World Bank economists have 
voiced the fear that forest damage could 
trigger off the second economic crisis in 
Asia." Express your views on the state¬ 
ment based on reading, knowledge and 
experience. 

Ans. As water is to a fish, so are for¬ 
ests to human lite The observation of 
World Rank economists that any further 
depletion of forests may result in a more 
serious and severe economic crisis in 
Asia than the first one that had hit only 
a tew countries a couple of years ago is 
worth taking note olf. The way damage 
i to forests has taken place over the years 
is a matter that should cause many a 
sleepless night to all and sundry because 
the calamities that follow denudation of 
landscape spare none, however vvell- 
enconted lie or she may be. Hence, the 
1 warning should be taken as the writing 
on the wall and timely steps should be 
taken to avert another crisis that may 
catch the people napping in Asia any 


| time in future. 

In 1997 an estimated eleven million 
I acres of forest lands were lost in South- 
| East Asia due to slash-and-burning farm¬ 
ing activities of a timber mafia, and both 
deliberate and natural fires. Referring to 
it as "the dark side of the Asian miracle" 
and "the silent crisis that is going on 
unnoticed as people get thrown back to 
, subsistence economy", economists are 
J now asking Asian nations to concentrate 
I on sustainable natural resource use, 
I because once the forests are wiped out "it 
will also undermine the capacity of these 
, economies to reach truly sustainable 
development." 

According to environmentalists, in In¬ 
dia over 80,000 hectares ot forests have been 
destroyed bv forest fires this year, and this 
! is in addition to an estimated 20,000 hcct- 
1 ares that are annually felled to make way 
for non-forestry projects such as mining, 
hydro-electric projects, transmission lines 
J and roads 

i Quite obviously, a holistic approach 
is called for that will involve peoples and 
communities in Asia if our forests are to 
I be saved and a possible economic crisis 
j as envisaged by the WB is to be avoided, 
j Tor starters, there is need for a fuel and 
fodder policy because people will only 
j sleat lorest resources to meet their daily 
requirements if there arc no other viable 
1 alternatives. A concerted effort must be 
J made to check forest fires and 
I communication network should be put 
in place to help check the hitherto un- 
j checked timber mafia. 
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General Studies Scene 

Solved Questions from Previous Years’ General Studies Question Papers 


Q. 1. What is the basic structure of the Constitution of 
India? Briefly review the important amendments to the Con- , 
stitution since its adoption by the Constituent Assembly. 

Specify any particular amendment which was later repealed 
and the reasons thereof. (About S00 words). 

(Civil Services Exam (Mam) 1979) 

Ans. 1. Indian Constitution provides for a specific procedure j 
for amendments. But any amendment made to the Constitution ; 
after following the procedure laid down under Article 368, must [ 
conform to the requirements of Article 13(2) as a Law. In other , 
words, any Constitutional amendment which is inconsistent with 
any Fundamental Right enumerated in Part-Ill of the Constitu- ; 
tion is void. Further, the issue whether the Parliament enjoyed > 
absolute powers to amend the Constitution has been considered 
from time to time by the Supreme Court of India. Principles ha\ e 
been laid within which tine Constitution is amendable. In a land- , 
mark judgement m a case | 

titled as Kcshavananda Vs 

the State of Kerala, the Full _. • / . , l „ ,. , , , 

R - , . Tins feature has been special/}/ prepared to help the aspiring candi- 

I ^VlH M C f !f CX C ° Ur » of Civil Services (Mams) examination have an idea oj type of 

ias . ? , . , ere . wcre questions that are asked in the General Studies paper and the way these 

nam asic ea itres, questions arc to be answered. October '99 issue will also incorporate 

which form part of the ' . , . > no „ , , 

basic structure of the questions from previous papers. Nowmber 99 issue will carry expected 

n . ... questions. Readers arc minted to send us any specific topic or question 

Constitution, which ,,,, . , j • • c , 

. i that they would like us to include in this feature. 

cannot be altered by the - 1 

Parliament in exercise of 

powers under Article 368. 

Broadly, these basic features are sovereignty and territorial in¬ 
tegrity of the country, the federal system, judicial review, parlia¬ 
mentary system of government, secularism, rule of law, 
supremacy of the Constitution, separation of powers, free and 
fair election, etc. 1 

Important Amendments: Since commencement, Indian ; 

Constitution had been amended 78 times dll January 1997. Some . 
of the major amendments to the Constitution are enumerated as j 
under: I 

(<») 24th Amendment: With a view to wipe out the effect of the | 

Judgement of the Supreme Court in die Golak Nath case, thus 1 
amendment was made in 1971 to clarify that the Parliament had 
power to amend every part of the Constitution and the President 
was made bound to accord assent to a Constitutional Amendment 
Bill. 

(b) 42nd Amendment: Made in tiW ypar 1976,42nd amend¬ 
ment was virtually a total revision of the Constitution and many j 
material changes were incorporated. Most of these changes were j 
repealed by 43rd and 44th Amendments. 


(c) 73rd and 74th Amendments: These amendments deserve 
special mention as these provided Constitutional status to 
Panchayats and Municipalities and introduced the electoral sys¬ 
tem for them. 

Repealed Amendments: 

One of the most controversial amendments to the Constitu¬ 
tion was 42nd amendment made during the period of internal 
emergency. Vide this amendment, the Constitutional amendments 
were made immune from judicial review. In addition, the main 
emphasis was to enhance the executive authority, without much 
interference from the judiciary. These provisions to curb the 
judicial review were repealed by 43rd Amendment. 44th 
Amendment, not only repealed some more new provisions added 
to the Constitution by 42nd Amendment, but also brought back 
the changed provisions to bring them back to pre-1976 position. 


Q. 2. Briefly review 
n our achievements in in- 

...... , dustrial development 

rpared to help the aspirin* candi- over the p , an p F riod8< 

,mat,on have an idea of type of what ro , e8 have been a8 . 

,/ Studies paper and the way these- sj d , 0 the PubUc Sec . 

T . "'f' r mU wcor P° n ’t<' t0 * and the Sma] , ScaU 

mber 99 issue will carry expected Industries in our indu9 . 

t us any specific topic or question ^ development plans 

,,s lin and programmes? (About 

500 words) 

(Civil Services Exam 
(Main) 1979) 

Ans. 2. For the economic development of any country, in¬ 
dustrial development plays a major role, that is why most of the 
models of economic development rely heavily on rapid 
industrialisation. To that extent, India has been no exception. 
After independence. Five Year Plans were adopted as the national 
programmes for achieving rapid economic development. Influ¬ 
enced by the Soviet model of economic development, 
industrialisation was accorded high priority by the government. 
Since in many less lucrative fields, private capital investment 
was not coming forth, government created several Public Sector 
Enterprises (PSEs) to encourage heavy, key and strategic 
industries. 

At the beginning of the planned development, the indus¬ 
trial base in India was very poor. Except for a few industrial 
houses here and there, most of the population was dependent 
on agriculture where productivity and resultant incomes were 
very low and, as a result, upto fifth Five Year Plan, the overall 
average annual growth rate of Indian economy was around 3.5 
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per cent, so much so that it came to be known as "Hindu Growth 
Rate". Main reason for this low growth rate of the GDP was 
heavy dependence on primary sector. But gradually, the gov¬ 
ernment continued to encourage industries in the private sector, 
public sector, small scale and tiny sector which resulted in 1 
gradual building up of a strong industrial base on the one hand, ' 
and discernible change in occupational structure as well as con- I 
tribution to the GDP, on the other hand. As a result, both , 
industrial as well as the service sectors have left the primary 
sector behind, so far as contribution to the GDP is concerned. 

Subsequent industrial policies have continued to encour¬ 
age the industrial sector from time to time, as per needs of 
times. Initially, heavy reliance was placed on the PSEs, which i 
gradually was withdrawn, putting more and more faith in the \ 
private investment. The Industrial Policy of 1991 is considered j 
to be a watershed when the policy of economic and structural 
reforms, coupled with the policy of liberalisation was intro- j 
duccd, paving the way for rapid industrialisation, particularly 
resulting from the flight of foreign capital to India. The years 
1994 to 1997 witnessed a very high growth rate of the indus¬ 
trial sector, which has come down recently due to the global 
recession. But after 1992-93, the average annual growth rate 
of the GDP has remained above 5 per cent, which is creditable, 
and strong industrial base is one major factor responsible for 
this achievement. 

Role of PSEs: Public Sector Enterprises have played a very 
important role in industrial development of India. The Central, . 
as well as State PSEs, have contributed immensely to the heavy 
and strategic industrialisation of the country. In addition, these 
enterprises have also contributed to balanced regional growth, 
employment generation, building up of infrastructure and achiev¬ 
ing a host of other social objectives. A total of Rs 1,15,000 crore 
have been invested in 246 Central PSEs, which have resulted in 
accruing of several economic gains to the country. Though the 
government has decided to divest part of its equity out of several 
PSEs, yet it does not undermine their role and contribution to the 
Indian economy. 

Role of SSI Sector Small-scale industries have also had 
their contribution in the economic development of the country. 
Notwithstanding the prime importance of the heavy and large | 
industries to the rapid economic development, small-scale j 
industries have their important share in overall industrial , 
development of the country. High potential of employment ■ 
generation and immense contribution to the export promotion ; 
effort of the country are two corner-stones of the achievements 
of the small-scale industries. SSI sector has played an important 
role in industrialisation of smaller towns and even villages 
generating greater economic activities in these areas. 

Q. 3. Mahatma Gandhi wrote in 1928 to Pt Jawahar Lai 
Nehru "The differences between you and me appear to be so 
vast and radical that there seems to be no meeting ground 
between us". State briefly the difference in approach of 
Gandhiji and PL Nehru to the following two issues and indi¬ 
cate the impact of their views on our Constitution and govern¬ 


ment policy: 

(а) Socialism as a goal of national policy; 

(б) Place of industries in Indian economy. (Not more than 150 
imrds each) 

(Civil Services Exam (Main) 1980) 

Ans. 3. Despite the fact that Gandhiji and Pt. Nehru both 
contributed to the achievement of freedom from the British, there 
were certain basic differences in their political and ftonomic 
ideology, as well as their views on socio-economic upliftment of 
the masses and general economic development. Both the leaders 
have left their impact on the Indian Constitution as well as the 
government policy adopted. Coming from different regions as 
well as different family backgrounds, both the leaders had de¬ 
veloped distinguished ideas about the economic and social de¬ 
velopment of the country which manifested in constitutional 
provisions as well as the government policy with details as under: 

(a) Socialism as a goal of policy: Pt. Nehru was greatly 
influenced by the socialistic model of economic development 
adopted by the erstwhile USSR. Socialistic pattern of society, 
thus has been part of economic policy of the government right 
from the beginning. The socialistic attitude of Nehru had its direct 
bearing on the economic policy, as it resulted in high rates of 
taxation on the rich and heavy spending for the well being of the 
poorer sections. Although, formally, the word "socialist" was 
added in the Preamble of the Constitution later by Smt Indira 
Gandhi in 1976, socialistic approach of the government has 
become evident immediately after the independence. Mahatma 
Gandhi was also not opposed to the idea of socialism, but his 
idea of socialism revolved around social upliftment of the down¬ 
trodden and scheduled castes. More than economic concept of 
socialism, Gandhiji was a great believer of social aspects of the 
concept of socialism. The ideas of Gandhiji are reflected in the 
Directive Principles of the State policy in the Constitution and in 
various legislations for reservation in services as well as social 
protection to socially backward communities. The framers of the 
Constitution as well as the government policy-makers have tried 
to maintain delicate balance by adopting important socialistic 
ideas of both the great leaders. 

(b) Place of Industries in Indian Economy: Both die leaders 
had varying views on the issue of industrialisation as well as 
place of industries in the economy. Pt. Jawahar Lai Nehru was 
convinced in his mind that heavy industrialisation was the key 
to rapid economic development. Taking a cue horn the experience 
and economic achievements of the erstwhile USSR, Pt. Nehru 
adopted die Mahalanobis Model from the Second Five Year flan 
onwards and created massive public sector enterprises to achieve 
the above goal. Gandhian views on industrialisation were how¬ 
ever different. He believed that prime occupation in India being 
agriculture, the primary sector was the first priority. He also 
believed that Indian economy was not yet ripe for heavy 
industrialisation and emphasis were to be laid on the small-scale, 
cottage and village industries so that each village become a self- 
sufficient economic unit. As per Gandhiji, such an approach to¬ 
wards industrialisation would also provide fruitful and off-season 
employment to die peasants and strengthen the Indian economy 
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from the core. Though Gandhiji's views could not be reflected 
immediately in the government policy, yet in the Directive Prin¬ 
ciples, development of village and cottage industries has been 
^ adopted as one of the directives to the State, on which the gov¬ 
ernment has been acting from time to time in the form of policies 
and programmes for development of such industries 

Q. 4. What is the scheme of division of powers between 
the Centre and the States undei the ((institution of India/ 
Discuss whether the grant ot greater autonomy to the States 
would be in the interest of strengthening the integrity and 
promoting the economic development of the country. (About 
500 words) 

(Civil SiTnu'- / tiifii l Main) 1979) 

Ans. 4. (-very federal system requires tu il defined distri¬ 
bution of powers between the federation and the provincial 
units. The nature of distribution \ aries from countrt to country, 
depending upon local and political needs The distribution of 
powers generally proceeds on two lines 11 \, the territory over 
which the federation and provincial units will have their juris¬ 
diction and the subjects to which their respectn e jurisdiction 
would extend. 

In the legislative powers, the States in India have power to 
legislate only within their own territorial jurisdiction or part 
thereof. Under no circumstances such jurisdiction can extend to 
other States. But the Union government, on the other hand, can 
legislate for the whole or any part of territory in India. As regards 
some of the Union Territories like Andaman and Lakshadweep, 
regulations made by the President have the same force as the 
Acts of Parliament. 

So far as subject of legislation are concerned, in the USA and 
Australia, the Constitution enumerates only the powers of the 
federal government, while in Canada, there is double enumera¬ 
tion, defining the respective areas of legislation by the States as 
well as the Union. In India, the Constitution adopts a three-fold 
enumeration, which includes a Union list, a State list and a con¬ 
current list. Only the Union government is empowered to legis¬ 
late on the Union list and States arc allowed to legislate on the 
State list, the concurrent list allows both the States as well as 
Union to legislate, but in case of overlapping of a matter, pre¬ 
dominance has been given to the Union legislature. While the 
Union list has 99 subjects including defence, foreign affairs, bank¬ 
ing, insurance, currency etc., the State list includes 61 items of 
entries like law and order, police, local governments, agriculture, 
forests, fisheries, health and sanitation etc. The concurrent list 
has 52 subjects including criminal law and procedures, civil law, 
education, marriage, contracts, torts, trusts, welfare of labour 
etc. The residuary powers are vested in the Union, following the 
pattern of Canada. 

Under special circumstances like an emergency, the Union 
government has the power to legislate on the State subjects as 
well. But each piece of legislation would cease to have effect 
after the lapse of 6-month period after the emergency. Further, in 
the national interest, fire Parliament'may legislate on a State 
subject, provided that the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) declared 
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< by a resolution of 2/3rd majority of the present members that it 
| was expedient in the national interest to do so. Such law, however, 
I automatically expires after a period of six months and the Rajya 
* Sabha may renew it for a period of one year at a time. Further, 
if the legislature of two or more States resolve that it shall be 
' lawful for the Parliament to make laws on any subjects including 
' the State list of those States, the Parliament may exercise such 
power with respect to the concerned States. It is, in effect, 
cvrension u! the jurisdiction ot the- Union Parliament bv consent 
ol the State legislature's. 

Q. 5. What are the respective roles of the political leader¬ 
ship and the permanent Civil Services in the governance of 
, India? What steps, if any, have to be taken to secure better 
i appreciation of functions of the civil services and to secure 
their proper and efficient functioning? (About 500 words ) 

(Civil Services Exam (Main) 19 W 

Ans. 5. One of the rare features of Indian Constitution is that 
! civil services find a specific mention in the Constitution. As in 
j case of any typical parliamentary democracy, Indian Constitution 
i provides that the policy of administration is determined by the 
Ministers responsible to the legislature and the said policy is 
| carried out by the administration of the country actually run by 
j a large body of officials called the permanent civil service. The 
1 civil service is referred to as Permanent Executives, while the 
, ministers are called the Political Executive. While the political 
j executive is chosen from the party in majority in legislature and 
remain at helm of affairs till the said party remains in power, the 
j permanent Executive is appointed by a different procedure and 
| does not belong to the party in power. The Civil Services, as the 
| permanent Executive is better known, maintains continuity of 
j administration and neutrality in politics. This body of officials 
is expert in day to day working of the government. 

Both political leadership and the Civil Services have their 
respective roles to play. Hie political leadership, in addition to 
being part of political Executive, also performs the role of legis¬ 
lature. In other words, the political leadership plays the role of 
legislating on the issues of general interest and for this they are 
responsible to the electorate. In addition, the ministers among 
the political leadership also play the role of political Executive. 
Such Executive is not permanent and is superior to the permanent 
Executive. The political Executive has a different role, which is 
that of general policy formation. While this job is entrusted to 
; the political leadership, the responsibility of executing the policy 
j formed by the political executive lies with the civil services. Po- 
i litical Executive being temporary, the civil services provides per¬ 
manence and continuity to the Executive Authority. 

Of late, the political leadership has started interfering in 
the day to day execution of administration, which primarily Is 
the task of civil services. There are many instances when the 
politicians have tried to overstep their authority and encroached 
upon the domain of civil services. There are also a few glaring 
Instances where the civil servants have tried to resist such en¬ 
croachment by the political bosses. Not only rite political Ex¬ 
ecutive, but even the members of legislatures have also tried to 
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throw their weight upon the civil services in the matters of j 
pure execution and administration. 

Several steps are required to be taken to ensure that i 
better appreciation of the functions of the civil services is | 
done, so that it works properly and efficiently. Firstly, the , 
political leadership has to be made fully aware of the role ; 
provided to them by the Constitution Secondly, even the > 
civil servants need to be trained to be polite but firm with 
their political bosses, so that they are not used as tools by 
the politicians to grind their axe In addition, selection 
process tor the civil services should be such as to ensure | 
that the selected candidates are impartial, without personal 
and political bias. Further, any breaches of rules, regula¬ 
tions and discipline by the civil servants must be viewed 
seriously and the violators should face strict departmental 
and legal action. Hence, the conditions of service for the 
civil services should be well-defined, so that there is no i 
arbitrary action bv them or against them i 

I 

Q. 6. Answer the following: 

(a) What is a laser beam 1 
{b) Define genetic code. 

(c) What are antibiotics 7 Name two antibiotics which are ' 

commonly used. i 

(d) Unlike most other parts of the country, why is Tamil 

Nadu coast wettest in No\ ember-December and not in July- 
August? I 

(c) Name major international rivers flowing through India. 
What countries/Statcs are covered bv Ganga and Godavari Riv- | 
ers on their course from their source to the Sea 7 

\f) What is Bombay High 1 What is bagar Samrat's connec¬ 
tion with Bombay High? i 

(ff) What do you understand by (/) a rights share issue and j 
(ii) a bonus share issue? I 

(It) What is floor crossing? Have governments legislated on 
the subject of floor-crossing 7 . 

(/) What is meant by "planning from below" and "planning | 
from above". j 

(Civil Services Faiiiii (Main) 1980) 
Ans. 6. (a) Laser stands tor Light Amplification In Stimu¬ 
lated Emission of Radiation. It is a very special source of light 
generating optical radiation. Light generated by laser is coherent . 
while normal light is non-coherent. This makes it extremely in¬ 
tense and highly directional. Due to its intensity, laser beam can 
melt and evaporate any material onto which it is focussed. Hence , 
it is used for cutting, drilling and welding applications. These ; 
are also widely used in other industrial applicatioas as well as ] 
medicine, communication and defence etc. Their use in weap- j 
onrv has made anti-aircraft, anti-tank and anti-marine weapons ■ 
more lethal and extremely accurate. 

(b) As it is well-known, genes are located in the Chromo- i 
somes, which are themselves situated in the nucleus of the cell. 
The mysterv surrounding the genes was cleared with the discov- ! 
ery of the structure of the DNA (Deoxyribonucleic Acid) which 
can have one of the 4 types of little molecules named as Adenine 


(A), Cytosine (C), Thymine (T) and Guanin (G). Among them, 
there is a pre-determined arrangement for specific partners in 
the form of letters of a fixed code, making a 4-letter alphabet, . 
which is called genetic code. 

(c) The modern medical science believes that cause of most 
of infections and many other disease is the presence of harmful 
viruses and bacteria m the human body. To destroy these micro¬ 
organisms, certain specific medicines broadly classified as anti¬ 
biotics are prescribed by the doctors. Two commoftly used 
antibiotics are ampicillin and amoxycillin. 

(if) Most part of India receives rainfall from the monsoons 
moving in north-east direction from the Kerala coast to northern 
parts of the country. Most parts of the country receive ample 
rainfall from these monsoons during the months of July-August. 
But Tamil Nadu is mostly bypassed by the direction of mon¬ 
soons. However, this State receives ample rains during the 
months of November-December, when similar winds blowing 
northwards to north-west from the coast of Tamil Nadu, bring 
rains. 

(e) There are several international rivers flowing through 
India. These include Indus, Ravi, Chenab, Satluj, Jhelum, 
Brahamputra and Ganga. While Ganga river crosses through 
the States of U.P., Bihar and West Bengal before entering 
Bangladesh, Godavari river crosses through Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, before flowing 
into the Arabian sea. 

(j) Bombay High is the name given to a series of crude oil 
wells off the coast near Mumbai in the Arabian Sea. Most of 
India's indigenous oil output is produced at Bombay High. Sagar 
Samrat is the name given to a offshore platform having one of 
the highest yield of crude oil in Bombay High. 

(g) Rights share issue is the issue of shares brought out by 
any industrial/investment company exclusively for the existing 
owners of its shares at relatively lower rates than the market 
rates. Bonus share issue on the other hand, is brought out by the 
industrial/investment companies at lower than the market price/ 
free for the existing owners of shares. 

(//) Floor crossing is a term which denotes defection or 
changing of political parties by individuals or groups. In the 
vear 1985, v ide 52nd Constitutional amendment, a famous Bill 
popularly called Anti-defection Bill was passed to curb 
defections by disqualification. Vide this amendment, a member 
of Parliament or Legislative Assembly belonging to a political 
party would be disqualified for being member of that house if 
he voluntarily gives up the membership of that party or he 
votes or abstains against a party whip. Defection was allowed 
only if the party splits with at least l/3rd of its total members. 
An independent member, if join a political party after his 
election is also to be disqualified. 

(i) The term "planning from below" means that the needs of 
development planning are ascertained from the villages and 
blocks of a district/State before the plan for that particular State/ 
district is formulated and finalised. "Planning from above", on 
the other hand means that the plans are prepared at the Central 
or State levels, without ascertaining the developmental needs 
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from the field, and are then imposed on the areas concerned. 

Q. 7. What are the main factors that led eventually to the 
Partition of India in 19477 To what extent was Pt Jawahar Lai 
Nehru justified in writing in 1946 as follows: "It (communal- 
ism) is our fault of course and we must suffer for our failings, j 
But I cannot excuse or forgive the British authorities for de- < 
liberate part they have played in creating disruption in India." 

(Civil Services Exam (Main) 1982) 

Ans. 7. Several factors were responsible for eventual parti¬ 
tion of India in 1947. While the policies followed by the British 
government were responsible to a large extent, the internal prob¬ 
lems like communalism and fundamentalism also contributed 1 

i 

significantly to partition of the country. Some of the main factors 
responsible were as under: 

(a) Policy of Divide and Rule: Right from the beginning the 
British government followed the policy of di\ ide and rule by 
trying to create differences between Hindus and Muslims, j 
Britishers had realised that Hindus and Muslims if united could , 
pose serious threat to their rule and as a matter of policy, they ' 
always tried to put one community against the other. This 
eventually resulted in partition of the country. 

(b) Rise of Fundamentalism: Rise of fundamentalism on 
part of both communities during the initial parts of the twen- 
tieth century resulted in rise of communal organisations and 
political parties which professed and aduxated partition of 
the country. 

(c) Communal Riots: Incidents of communal riots also re¬ 

sulted in both the communities taking strong positions against 1 
one another. 1 

(d) Press: Rise ot vernacular press in particular also lesulted 

in arousing the community feelings. Urdu and Hindi press also ( 
had their contribution in partitioning the country. i 

A perusal of above factors would reveal that while the British j 
government and their policies were largely responsible for par¬ 
tition of India, rise of communalism was one factor lor which the 
Indians were themselves to be blamed. Small incidents were j 
blown out of proportions and organisations like Muslim League 
and Hindu Mahasabha were responsible to arouse communal | 
passions. Several Muslim leaders like Muhammad Ali jinnah > 
played a very active role in opposing every conciliatory move of 
the Indian National Congress, which prompted fundamentalist 1 
leaders among the Hindus also to follow suit. Hence Pt. Jawahar j 
Lai Nehru was justified in saying that while the Indians ' 
themselves were also responsible for partition, the British 
government can also not get absolved of the responsibility of 
dividing India in two parts in 1947 i 

Q. 8. What are main reasons for launching the Integrated 
Rural Development Programme? State its main objectives. How 
is it being financed? 

(Civil Services (Mam) 1982 > 

Ans. 8. Upto the fifth Five Year Plan, the scheme of rural | 
development included several programmes which were aimed 
at generating employment opportunities in the rural areas, ere- , 


ation of assets like rural roads, community buildings, health sub- 
centies, educational infrastructure, making available potable 
drinking water and similar allied activities. It was believed that 
all these activities would generate greater economic activity in 
the villages, resulting in higher incomes to all the sections of the 
society. In other words, India's rural development was based on 
the so-called "trickle-down" theory which believed that the fruits 
of development and increased economic activity would trickle 
down to the poorest parts of the population, enabling them to 
cross the poverty line. 

But the experience of first 25 years of economic development 
left the policv-makers baffled. While huge sums of money were 
spent on rural development, the results, particularly in the field 
of poverty alleviation, were not commensurate with the funds 
pumped in. It was realised that the percentage of people living 
below poverty line, which was around 50 per cent at the begin¬ 
ning of the planned development, decreased marginally to 48 
per cent atter fifth Fiv e Year Plan The need, therefore, was to 
introduce a programme which could launch a frontal attack on 
the curse ot poverty Hence, a new scheme called Integrated Rural 
Development Piogramme (IRDP) was launched. Under this 
scheme every Block Development Officer (BIX)) is required to 
identify and list all the families living below poverty line and 
then such families are given a package of loan and subsidy for 
purchasing income generating assets to supplement their meagre 
family incomes Income generating assets could include a diary 
unit (milch cattle), sheep unit, poultry unit, mechanical unit, petty 
shop, weaving unit, or anv other trade specific to the needs of a 
particular area. 

Main nbjoctiv os of the IRDP arc to help the families living 
below pen ertv line to firstlv acquire an income generating assets 
by providing a loan and subsidy package and then enabling 
such families to have sustained inflows of additional income and 
finally helping them to cross the poverty line. Another objective 
ot IRDP is to provide training inputs to acquire technical 
capabilities before running the micro-enterprises through another 
sub-programme ol IRDP called Training Rural Youth for Self- 
Fmployment (TRYSFM) Another objectiv e is to provide second 
dose ot assistance to the beneficiaries so that the additional 
income is generated foi a longei penod of time, helping the 
concerned family to become sell-sutticient. 

As already mentioned, the scheme is financed through a 
loan- subsidy package. The loan component, which generally is 
50 to 75 per cent of the project cost, is provided by a commercial 
bank operating in that area The subsidised or differential interest 
rate is charged by the bank and repayment of the loan component 
begins after an initial lock-in period Remaining part is provided 
by the subsidy component given bv the government. In case of 
scheduled caste/scheduled tribe beneficiaries, the subsidy com¬ 
ponent is larger than in case ot general category beneficiaries. 
Second package of loan and subsidy is given only to those ben¬ 
eficiaries who do not default in repayment of instalments of their 
first loan. 

Q. 9. What were the aims with which Panchayati Raj was 
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created in India 7 Have these aims been fulfilled? What is the 
present position of the Panchayati Ra|? 

<Cuil Semites i wm (Mium 1WV 
Ans. 9. At the time of framing the Constitution ot India, 
despite Candhifi's strong views in favom ot local silf-goi ern- 
ments, the Iramers ot the Constitution merely introduced a pro 
vision in Article 40 of the Constitution regarding Panchayati 
Raj institutions miking efforts to esi iblish I’anehavats 1 put 
ot UueetiM I’linuples ol State Poluv Hot in-piti ot that mam 
States had well-established Ranchu iti Rij system even prior 
to Constitutional amendments (71id and 74th) m 19v2 The 
aimsofcreatmg these institutions in India wen mainlold I irstlv 
it was aime'd at giv mg pow e r ot local gov e inance to the pi oplc 
at the Panchay.it level, so tint the planning and development 
with respect to bare minimum needs ot the eommumtv could 
take place locally and people do not hav e to go to lar otf place s 
for small little works 1 uitlier objective was to have block and 
district level planning bv decentralising the planning process 
to the lower level, so that locally felt needs could Lx met In 
addition, the objective* was also to delegate certain powers to 
tax, certain authority to supervise government institutions at 
village/panchayat lev cl and to share the burden ot gov e rnance 
to some extent , 

Except in a few States whcie the aims were fulfilled 
and the States coneeined delegated the powers and 
authority to the Panchayati Raj institutions, in most ot the 
States the said aims vveu not fulfilled Moreover, no 
uniform system was adopted by States where the system f 
existed Fven the Stales which adopted the system half¬ 
heartedly, were reluctant to get the elections conducted to 
these institutions with regular periodicity Hence, it was ( 
felt that unless these institutions were given Constitutional ( 
status, the States would neither be keen to adopt the system j 
nor would have a uniform one On the basis ol above, 73rd , 
Constitutional Amendment was enacted in 1992, inserting ( 
part IX to the Constitution The- new system envisaged { 
direct election by the people m the same manner as at the 
Union and State level, in addition to reservation for women 
Moreover, Election Commission was to be constituted in 1 
every State for this purpose After the Amendment, 
alongwith 74th Amendment, the State legislatures were re¬ 
quired to enact detailed laws according to the guidelines 
provided by the Constitutional provisions These 
enactments by the States were required to define details as 
to the powers and functions of various organs ( 

Further, the Panchayati Ra| system is supposed to be three- 
tier with institutions at the village level, district level and 
intermediate level between the v lllagc and district level, where j 
the population of the State is more than 20 lakh In addition 
to the reservation of one-third seats for women, Article 243D i 
provides for reservation of seats m these Institutions for the 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. These reservations 
would be in consonance with the provisions of Article 334, 
which deals with reservation for the scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes The new Constitutional provision also 
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provides that every Panchavat shall continue for five vear r 
after its first meeting Further, any one with over 21 years ot 
age and having all other qualifications for seeking election to 
a State legislature is eligible to be chosen as a member of the 
Panchavat The Panchnyats can be entrusted with the 
responsibility ot (n) preparing plans toi economic develop¬ 
ment (b) implementation of schemes tor economic develop¬ 
ment and social justice (i) and in regard to 29 iti ms like land 
improvements minor urigation ledums education cti 
listed m the 11th schedule of the Constitution Tlu present 
constitutional provision also envisages that evuv live vtars 
the State governments shall appoint a Imanace Commission 
to review the financial position of the Panchavats and make 
recommendations regarding distribution of net procci'ds of 
taxes between the States and tlu Panchayats, what taxes etc 
mav be assigned to the Panchavats and what grant-in aid 
could be given to them 

Q. 10 The following is the analysis of the marks ob¬ 
tained by 70 students in a question paper of total marks of 
75. Present the data in tabular form and find what 
percentage of hostellers scored 30 or more but less than 50 
marks. 

'Thirty or more but less than 40 marks w'crc obtained by 14 
students of whom males including 4 hostellers w ere 8 and female 
day scholars were 2 Forty marks and above but below 50 were 
obtained by 26 students of whom males including 6 day scholais, 
were 16 and female hostellers were 5 Thirty students got 50 
marks or abov e, of these 7 were female day scholars and 14 vv ere 
males indud ng 8 hostellers' 

Ans. 10. Hie above data can be represented in the follow mg 
tabular form 


ANALYSIS OF MARKS OBTAINED BY 70 STUDENTS 
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8 

4 

2 
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40 to 49 

10 

6 

16 

1 

1 

10 
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10 and 
above 

8 

6 

14 

9 

7 

16 

17 

11 10 

Total 

22 

16 

38 

18 

14 

12 

40 

10 70 


Total No. of Hostellers ■ 40 

No. of Hostellers who scored more than 30 but less than 50 
marks ■ 8 +15 ■ 23 (bracketed above) 

Percentage of hostellers who score more than 30 but less 

than 50 marks »~xioo« 57.5% Ana 
40 
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VOCABULARY 


V 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. approbation: (a) sug¬ 
gestion (ft) recommendation 
(c) criticism (rf) approval. 

2. buoy: (a) encourage (b) 
borrow (c) knock (d) bury. 

3. contrite: (a) negligent 
(ft) intelligent (c) repentant 
(rf) arrogant. 

4. deify: (a) reject (ft) 
worship (c) select (d) permit. 

i 5. erudite: (a) moderate 
r (ft) proud (c) brave (rf) learned. 

6. flair (a) donation (ft) in¬ 
vention (c) talent (rf) discovery. 

7. gauge: (a) interfere (ft) 
measure (c) travel (rf) research. 

8. hogtie: (a) satisfy (ft) 
spoil (c) compare (rf) restrain. 

9. impish: (a) mischie¬ 
vous (ft) innocent (c) helpful 
(rf) defensive. 

10. jobbery: (a) short-cut 
(ft) social service (c) silent 
suffering (rf) unfair means. 

11. luminary: (a) politician 
I (ft) social worker (c) wise man 


(rf) scientist. 

12. malleable: (a) rigid 
(ft) adaptable (c) comfortable 
(rf) reasonable. 

13. namby-pamby: (a) 
sentimental (ft) practical (c) 
ideal (rf) historical. 

14. provender, (a) demote 
(ft) starve (c) enrich (rf) feed. 

15. rancour: (a) goodwill 
(ft) bitterness (c) under¬ 
standing (rf) conflict. 

16. soft-pedal: (a) play 
down (ft) investigate (c) carry 
out (rf) hot up. 

17. tizzy: (a) clarity (ft) 
confusion (c) information (rf) 
tradition. 

18. voluble: (a) silent (ft) 
secretive (c) talkative (rf) 
imaginary. 

19. whodunit: (a) ugly 
face (ft) interesting story (c) 
angry mob (rf) detective story. 

20. yank: (a) pull (ft) push 
(c) punish (rf) promise. 


ANSWERS 

1. approbation: (rf) app¬ 
roval, appreciation, admiration. 

—By successfully conduc¬ 
ting nuclear tests, the 
government has rightly earned 
the approbation of its people. 

2. buoy: (a) encourage. 

—A former Chief Minister 

is trying (every trick in the 
trade) to buoy his sagging 
political career by raking up 
the dead issues. 

3. contrite: (c) repentant, 
penitent, sorry. 

—She was contrite the 


morning after her angry 
outbursts. 

4. deify: (ft) worship. 

—In India we tend to deify 

our leaders and are unable to 
shake off their troublesome 
legacies. 

5. erudite: (rf) learned, 
wise, scholarly. 

—We were immensely 
enlightened by the erudite 
lecture of the visiting professor 
from a foreign university. 

& flair, (c) talent, gift. 

—The woman writer still 
retains her characteristic flair 
for intimate interlocution 


(conversation) with the reader. 

7. gauge: (ft) measure, 
evaluate. 

—It will take some time 
to fully gauge the long-term 
economic effects of Pokhran D 
blasts. 

8. hogtie: (rf) restrain, 
impede 

—It is quite silly and 
strange that the five nuclear 
powers want to hogtie others 
from looking after their 
security interests. 

9. impish: (a) mischievous. 

—The author's narration 

brings out the quiet courage 
and tmpish humour of the 
Sardar (Sardar Patel) 

10. jobbery: (rf) unfair 
means (for iinancial/politicai 
advantage). 

—The point of contention 
between the two rival parties 
ii the existing monopoly over 
jobbery of one party being 
threatened by the other. 

11. luminary: (r) wise 
man, celebrity. 

—The literary get together 
included many a luminary of 
the State. 

12. malleable: (ft) adap¬ 
table. 

—More often than not it 
is the young who are more 
malleable than the old. 

13. namby-pamby: (a) 
sentimental. 

—After years of namby- 
pamby ambiguity, India has 
decided to take a new road in 
matters of her defence and 


foreign policy. 

14. provender: (rf) feed, 
support 

—For decades USA has 
humoured, pmvndered, domi¬ 
nated and armed Pakistan in 
order to keep the sub-continent 
unstable. 

15. rancour: (ft) bitterness. 

—The latest book on 

Kashmir by a Pakistani author 
is strangely free of the usual 
rancour, and rancid (stale) 
rhetoric against India. 

16 soft-pedal: (<i) play 
down. 

—A friendly State 
administration can bail out the 
lady by soft-pedalling the cases 
(against her) by putting up a 
weak prosecution in the court 

17. tizzy: (ft) confusion, 
nervousness. 

—When the special court 
ordered the attachment of party's 
immovable properties, the party 
leaders were found in a tizzy. 

18. voluble: (c) talkative. 

—He is known for his 

voluble reactions or protests 
over trivial matters. 

19. whodunit: (rf) detec¬ 
tive story or play. 

—The conspiracy story 
itself is not a whodunit but a 
narration of facts based on 
official records. 

20. yank: (a) pull. 

—Some of the progra¬ 
mmes which had been yanked off 
the tube due to non-payment of 
dues by their producers, are now 
back on the air. 
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ARGUMENTATION 


Questions on Economic and 
Social Problems 


Q. 'The Cooperative Movement is | 
merely an outdated concept and should 
be forgotten as such.' Discuss, giving 
arguments For and Against the concept 
of cooperation. 

Ans. Broadly speaking cooperation refers 
to an institutional framework to organize self- , 
help among those who participate in it In 
general, such an organization consists ot ] 
persons of small means Unable to face j 
powerful market forces like competition, these . 
people get together and organize themselves 
into cooperatives Membership is entirely 
voluntary and the management of this 
organization is fully democratic 

The cooperatnv movement has been in 
existence m India for ova 90 years 
Diametrically different views exist about the 
progress made by the cooperative movement j 
There are some who denounce it as a total 1 
failure and others who don't regard it as a 
total failure but point out many weaknesses 
and shortcomings in the movement 
Arguments Against ' 

1. The movement has not fulfilled the 
main purpose for which the movement 
was initially launched, namely, supply of 
credit to the farmers and to save them from 
the clutches of the moneylenders. 

2 It has not much to show in tlie field 
on non-credit spheres. Critics, in this 
context, point to the slow growth of 
cooperatives in the field of processing of 
agricultural produce, marketing, 
distribution of consumer products etc. 
Besides this, the movement is said to be 
very inadequate and also shown poor 
performance in urban areas. 

3. Cooperative societies do not 
command adequate resources. There is no 
worthwhile increase in saving by | 
members. liven in the context of usage of | 
resources, it is pointed out that the j 
working of these societies is so deficient 
that very often the loans advanced by the 
Reserve Bank of India are not fully 
utilized. ! 


4. Farmers are not adequately 
supplied with credit for all their needs. 
As a result, many farmers, in particular 
small farmers, are unable to get out of the 
clutches of moneylenders Also, they 
cannot become full supporters of the 
cooperative movement. Because of its 
preoccupation with the supply of credit, 
the movement has not done much in the 
non-credit spheres 

5 I he movement is neither properly 
managed, nor does it find the right type 
of leadership. Favouritism and nepotism 
have plagued the movement, particularly 
in connection with the distribution of 
resources among members Management 
of these institutions often passes into the 
hands of big landlords who use them for 
their private gams 

b. Tlie principle of self-reliance, which 
is basic to the movement, is not promoted 
For a considerable part of their finances, 
these institutions depend upon outside 
sources. Their own resources i.e. share 
money and deposits, do not show much 
increase. 

Arguments For 

1. Due to the cooperative movement, 
a large amount of credit at low interest is 
now available in villages. Credit advanced 
by cooperative societies and land 
development banks is definitely cheaper 
than that given by moneylenders. 

2. The habit to save and use the 
banking media for ordinary transactions 
has received a fillip among the people in 
general and among rural people in 
particular. As a result, a part of the hoarded 
wealth has also begun to be used for 
productive purposes through banks. 

3. Many benefits have accrued from 
non-credit cooperative societies. Farmers 
have benefitted in respect of marketing of 
agricultural produce, purchases of 
agricultural inputs, supply of irrigation 
facilities, etc. In the non-agricultural sector* 
craftsmen engaged in small and cottage 


i industries, small producers and 
consumers have gained much from this 
movement. 

4. There have been benefits related to 
the moral, political and educative aspects. 
Although these cannot be put into 
statistics, they exist nevertheless. Foi 
example, the requirement of regular 
elections to the offices of the cooperative 
institutions inculcates a healthy political 
awareness among the members The 
experience in working in the movement 
has the educative influence of knowing 
how strength emanates from unity and 
cooperation among members. 

5. Socially, the movement has 
contributed a great deal in changing and 
improving the traditions and customs 
of the people, curbing wasteful expenses 
and furthering the habit of keeping 
expenditures within the limits of 
income. 

Taking an overall view, we cannot 
really claim that the cooperative 
movement has been a total success. It has 
failed in some important respects. But it 
does have some major successes to its 
credit. Therefore, the performance can be 
said to be a mixed one. 

Q. 'Although our tax system is 
marked by some healthy features, it 
remains—because of several 
shortcomings—an unsatisfactory 
system.' Discuss. 

Ans. The Indian tax system, despite 
some healthy features, is weak in a 
significant way. The following glaring 
shortcomings highlight the weakness of 
the system: *" 

(a) Inadequate tax revenue: The tax 
revenue has all along been a small figure, 
despite the fact that there has been a rising 
trend in it since die fifties. As a percentage 
of GDP, it is only about 16 per cent. It is 
much less than that in a number of 
countries where it is in the range of 30 per 
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cent and above. 

(b) Lopsided and regressive: The tax 

structure leans rather too heavily on 
indirect taxes, therefore it is quite lopsided. 
This tendency has increased since 1950- 
51, when indirect taxes were a little more 
than 60 per cent as compared to the present 
when around 80 per cent of revenue comes j 
trom them. Over time, with the share of | 
direct taxes declining and that of indirect i 
taxes rising, tax structure has become I 
regressive in character. Direct taxes, whose 1 
share has declined, fall mostly on people 
with higher incomes, and most of the 
indirect taxes, whose share has increased, 
burdens poorer sections. Hence it is f 
against the principle of equity and social ! 
justice ! 

(c) Inflexible: Inflexibility is another ' 
delect that characterises the Indian tax 1 
system. Tliis is largely because if depends 
oil urban incomes, and leaves out almost 
completely agricultural incomes from the 
purview of direct taxes India's tax system 
has a much reduced scope tor | 
manoeuvrability in the field of personal i 
taxation. Moreover, agriculture, being out 
of bound for taxes, offers plenty ot scope 
tor camouflaging black money and 
evading taxes. Thus even while national 
income rises, taxes don't. The indirect tax 
system is also characterised by inelasticity. 
For example, a very large part of the basic 
excise duties, is still levied on a specific 
basis, and not on value or ad volorcm basis. 
This has rendered the excise system less 
price elastic i e with rise in the value of 
the goods, tax-revenue does not rise 
proportionately. 

(d) Large evasion: Besides 
inflexibility of the tax system, there is its > 
faulty structure resulting in large-scale 
evasion of taxes. Many causes have been 
tcsponsible for this—corrupt business 
practices, ineffective tax enforcement; high 
rates of income and sales taxation, which 
prevailed till recently; undue curbs on 
business expenses, on entertainment, 
advertisement, travel etc; concealment as 
part of non-taxed agricultural incomes etc. 
Tax evasion has been an important factor 
tontributing to the rise of a "parallel 
economy". Also, it has been a source of 
continuing loss of revenue from a growing 
base. 


(e) Inequity: Direct taxes have 
another weakness, namely, their unequal 
treatment meted out to different people, 
with more benefits for people with higher 
incomes and wealth. People with higher 
incomes are evading tax with the 
consequent increase in the tax-burden on 
people with lower incomes. The inequity 
is also further accentuated because of 
indirect taxes which form a iarge- 
proportion of total tax receipts and which 
generally fall heavily on the poorer 
sections of population 

(/) Lacks horizontal equity: Another 
serious flaw in our tax system is that the 
ptovision tor meeting "equal treatment of 
equals" has been altogether ignored, 
although too much emphasis has been laid 
on the vertical equity i c asking the rich 
to pav larger taxes (progressive taxation) 
The horizontal equity, which too is an 
aspect of the principle of ability to pay, 
has in fact been violated by giv ing various 
concessions, deductions and exemptions 
to provide for higher incomes to some. 

(?) Discourages employment. The tax 
system is tilted heav ily against the labour- 
intensive investment For example, 
investment allowance for some years had 
been so designed that the amount ol fisc at 
benefit varied directly with the amount ol 
capital invested in new machinery and 
plant, so that the higher capital-investment 
attracted larger benefits. In other words, 
no consideration is given to the number 
of jobs that are likely to be created. Not 
only that, with more capital intensive 
technology, there is a greater loss of tax 
revenue than in case of labour-intensive 
technology. Hence, society loses on three 
counts: less employment, wastage ot 
capital where labour intensive technology 
can be substituted, and loss of revenue to 
Ihe government. 

(h) Distortion of prices : Indirect 
taxes cause some unhealthy effects in the 
economy. They have, over the years, raised 
prices. With the tax system being little 
elastic, much of the increase in revenue 
has been due to increase in tax rates. The 
price structure often gets distorted due to 
varying and multiple point tax rates. 

Q. What is the difference between 
the occupational structure in developed 


countries and underdeveloped 
countries? Highlight the characteristics 
of India's occupational structure in that 
context. 

Ans. By occupational structure of a 
country we mean the distribution of 
workforce in different occupations or 
industries of the country. All occupations 
| or industries are broadly divided into 
| three groups (/) primary or largely 
i agricultural sector (n) secondary or 
industrial sector and («/) tertiary or service 
sector. In the agricultural sector, we 
J include cultivation and other occupations 
j allied to agriculture, like animal 
j husbandry, fishery and forestry. This 
j sector is primarily based on land or 
] Nature. In the industrial sector are 
I included large and small manufacturing 
| units, i onstruction etc. These manufacture 
j various products based on raw materials 
i produced in the primary sector. The 
| service sector includes trade, transport, 
j communication, bank and other 
| government and non-government 
1 services 

I 

i There are certain very strong 
differences between the occupational 
structure of underdeveloped and 
developed countries. In underdeveloped 
countries, a bulk ot labour force is engaged 
in agriculture. The rest is divided between 
i the secondary/industrial and tertiary/ 

! service sectors. Of the two, a larger 
proportion is engaged in the service sector 
and a smaller proportion in the industrial 
sector. The reasons for this are very clear. 
Because of the low incomes in 
underdeveloped countries, a large part of 
income gets used up in purchasing food 
and other agricultural products, leaving 
I very little to be spent on non-agricultural 
1 goods and services As a result, there is 
j not much demand for goods and service 
of the industrial and service sectors. 
Further, modern capital goods and 
techniques needed by industries and 
services are very inadequate in these 
countries. For these reasons these sectors 
are unable to expand and as such cannot 
provide large work opportunities for the 
labour force. The increasing population, 
therefore, seeks work largely in the 
agricultural sector for want of jobs in non- 
agricultural sectors. 
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In developed countries, a very large 
proportion of workforce, of over 65 to 70 
per cent, finds work in the service sector. 
Next in importance is industry with 20 to 
30 per cent engaged in it. Agriculture 
provides work to only 3 to 7 per cent of 
the workers. The reasons for this aie 
obvious. In the developed countiies, 
because of high incomes, there is great 
demand for industrial goods and services. 
To meet these demands, there is enough 
capital stock and modern techniques. As 
a result, more work is created in 
manufacturing industries and services In 
the sphere of agriculture, with the 
application of machines, chemical 
fertilizers, modern technical know-how 
etc., more output is produced with a smal 
number of labourers. 

Certain salient features of India's 
workforce arc: 

In comparison with the developed 
countries, the proportion of economically 
active population in India is rather low. 
Among the main reasons are the low 
participation rate among females, less 
availability of work etc. It also shows 
largeness in the number of dependents on 
the workforce. 

Second, the lower ratio of females in 
the workforce. Broadly speaking, it is 
much less than half of the male 
participation; at times it has been still 
lower. Quite a large part of explanation 
lies in the fact that most of the women are 
housewives, whose work is not counted 
as part of productive work on the ground 
that these are neither working, nor looking 
for jobs. This is in line with the tradition 
accepted for the calculation of national 
income, wherein the work performed by 
housewives is excluded. 

Third, is the higher work 
participation rates in the rural areas 
compared to that in the urban areas. This 
is applicable to both males and females. 
This is largely due to the fact that the 
nature of rural work, largely agriculture, 
is such where, besides males, females can 
also participate. In urban areas, both for 
males and females, there are either full 
time jobs or no jobs. Again, females of the 
category of housewives constitute a large 
proportion of the females residing in urban 
areas. 


ARGUMENTATION 


I India's occupational structure thus 

has a predominant tilt towards that of 
underdeveloped countries i.e. the 
structure reflects the fact that India is still 
not fully on the path of development, leave 
| alone being in a state of complete 
| development. 

1 Q. What has the government 

| proposed to achieve through the 
i development of the joint sector? What 
can we include in the rationale and scope 
of the joint sector enterprises? 

Ans. Simply stated, the joint sector 
is a form of partnership between the 
I private sector and the government. 

When the joint sector was initiated and 
1 encouraged, the government had certain 
proposals in mind. Based on these, the 
following can be said to be included in 
! the rationale and scope of the joint sector 
I enterprises. 

(i) Social control over industries: The 
joint sector had been recommended as an 
effective means for controlling monopoly, 
concentration of economic power and 
business malpractices. Besides, the joint 
sector can be used to promote socio¬ 
economic objectives of the government, 

I such as maintenance of reasonable prices, 
regional dispersal of industries, 
investment m research to improve future 
technological capabilities, developments 
of reports etc. 

(n) Failure of private and public 
sectors: Over the years, many 
shortcomings of the private sector have 
come into focus—such as the failure to 
mobilise adequate funds, its dependence 
on public financial institutions to help it 
out or to start new enterprises, the use of 
limited resources on essential goods 
industries, etc. The public sector has also 
been criticised for heavy centralisation of 
direction and management and paucity of 
organisational resources. Hence, a mix of 
the two sectors was suggested. 

( iii ) Acceleration of economic 
growth: By providing public support 
and patronage, the joint sector can 
encourage small and medium 
entrepreneurs, help them to mobilise 
resources to procure machinery and 
equipment and build up confidence to 
face the uncertainties of modern 
business. The sharing of control and 
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management would not only provide a 
built-in check on the economic power 
derived by the large houses through 
these enterprises, but would also enable 
the government to regulate the 
functioning of these enterprises from 
within, rather than operating through 
cumbersome external prfee and 
distribution controls. 

(/:>) State-sponsored industriali¬ 
sation: The joint sector may be regarded 
as <i part of the strategy of Stale-sponsored 
industrialization. The government decides 
on the choice of projects which are 
desirable from a social point of view and 
persuades private parties to join hands. 
This will result in an increased social 
orientation in the utilisation of private 
investible surpluses. Besides, it is a 
positive method of bringing about a 
balanced pattern of investment, as against 
the system of licensing which is only a 
negative instrument. 

(p) Extension of Public Control: 
The joint sector may also be used to 
remove the contradictions involved in 
the Indian concept of mixed econom\ 
in which the public sector has the 
responsibility to make heavy investment 
with little or no return and the private 
sector is allowed to function in those 
industries which yield larger returns 
with little investment. 

{vi) Mobilisation of financial 
resources: There has been an absence of 
investment opportunities and due to 
various constraints in industrial 
investment, much of the saving of the 
corporate sector and the household sector 
remains idle. The joint sector could be of 
great use in mobilising savings. 

(vii) Mobilisation of Techno- 
managerial Resources: Just as the joint 
sector can be used to mobilise financial 
resources, it can be used to mobilise scarce 
human resources as well. Both large 
industrial houses and medium 
entrepreneurs will be Qseful here. 

(phi) Broad-based entrepreneurship: 
If the joint sector enterprises are 
permitted into a wide range of industries, 
many small entrepreneurs will be able to 
come forward and take advantage of 
government's support and facilitating 
role. 
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tence of a delineated LoC and need to 
maintain its sanctity was made known by 
the US. 

Sartaj A/i/ took recourse to the pre¬ 
cipitous terrain and said a margin of 
error in identifying the LoC was possible. 
A few hundred metres maybe, but a bla¬ 
tant intrusion ranging trom five to eight 
kms was downright outrageous, and it 
took the defence brass almost three 
weeks to plan the operation to evict the 
Pakistanis after the intrusions were 
detected on May 6,1W. 

Difficult and Complex 
Operations 

O nce the army patrols 

detected the intruders ^H 
on the Kargil ridges, it 
erred in estimating that ^H 
KX) infiltrators were occupying 25 ■ 
km ot Indian territory and that it py fc 
would take 48 hours to evict them. B|i 

But when the enormity ot the 
situation sunk m, Operation Vijai/ 
was launched on May 26, to flush H|| 
out the intruders. On the second B|| 
day of the air strikes by 1AF a MiG- H|| 
27 flamed-out and its pilot Flt-Lt HI 
Nachiketa was taken POW. Sqn Ldr Ajay 
Ahuja, who followed in his MiG-21 to 
locate Nachiketa, was downed and killed 
by the Pakistanis in cold blood. 

On May 28 a MI-17 helicopter was 
targeted by a Stinger missile, killing the 
four crew. Causing obvious alarm, the 
1AF reviewed its operational philosophy. 

The performance ot tighter aircraft 
flying at speeds close to 1,000 km/ hour is 
greatly restricted at altitudes of 20,000 ft, 
where the atmosphere is raritied. 

Compounding the pilot's problem is 
the difficulty in identifying small targets 
like bunkers within seconds, because the 
aircraft must remain for the least time 
over the target area to avoid being shot 
down. Restricted area for manoeuvre in 
mountains and the need to avoid cross¬ 
ing the LoC while pulling away after the 
attack impose further problems in pro¬ 
viding close air support. 

In mountains the accuracy of deliv¬ 
ery gets further affected by the steep 
slopes and crevasses because even a 
small miss can cause the bomb to land 


thousands of yards away in the valley. 
Adding to the problem of navigation and 
target identification is bad weather and 
poor visibility 

Brought in by the 1AF now were the 
Mirage-2000 aircraft which could deliver 
precision-guided munitions, like the 
laser-guided bomb, with remarkable 
accuracy from a stand-off distance. This 
had the desired effect, but the restriction 
still remained ot not crossing the' LoC. 
The effective use of air power for larger 
battlefield interdiction was thus denied, 
but even with the stipulated restraints the 
1AF performed its task of softening the 
objectives and limited targeting of enemy 



logistics camps and columns on our side 
ot the LoC. This greatly helped the 
army's operations and marked a new 
chapter in joint operations at such alti¬ 
tudes. The IAF's performance even 
earned a spot of praise from the US. 

Despite the initial slippages, the 
Indian Army's resoluteness in pushing 
back the aggressors was evident. The full 
scope ot artillery was brought to bear on 
the enemy prior to the launching of 
infantry assaults. The politically haunted 
Bofors earned its spurs by demonstrating 
a magical punch. In a daring employ¬ 
ment of this weapon, the gunners moved 
it up to take direct pot-shots at the objec¬ 
tive. 

The Russian BM-21 Grad (meaning 
'hail' in Russian) rained rockets on Tiger 
Hill, pulverising the enemy. The snows 
smelt of cordite, according to the assault¬ 
ing troops. 

Notwithstanding the pounding by 
air and artillery of die Pakistanis perched 
on the mountain tops in well-fortified 
defences, the infantry bore the brunt to 


evict the enemy by physical assaults. To 
do this the foot soldier had to physically 
negotiate those precipitous heights to 
close on to the enemy and engage in 
hand-to-hand combat. 

Such is the bag of disadvantages on 
the attacker's side that a superiority ratio 
in excess of 'six to one' was needed. Com¬ 
pounding the infantry's problem of 
attacking in the mountains are the nar¬ 
row ridges on which the men snail 
upwards with heavy loads of their 
weapons and ammunition. Lack of cover 
makes these troops easy targets. 

The placement and movement of 
reserves in time to influence the battle is 
a nightmare for the commander. 
Use of helicopters is restricted 
because most operations are by 
night. The move of administration 
and logistics stores is again mostly 
on manual basis within the combat 
area where mules have their limita¬ 
tions. 

Accorded priority by the army 
, t was to evict the intrusion from 
, c 1 ' ' Drass sector, even as operations 
were mounted in Batalik towards 
the east. The capture of the crucial 
Tololing peak on June 13 was the 
war's turning point. This paved the way 
for the capture ot Tiger Hill on July 4 
which marked a major victory for India 
and sent Nawaz Sharif scurrying to USA. 

Meanwhile, a Pakistani intrusion bid 
in the southern Siachen Glacier was 
foiled. Operations were also continuing 
to capture some key posts in Mushkoh 
valley. 

Even though Nawaz Sharif gave in 
to US pressure for a pull-out, India's 
operations were to continue in the 
absence of visible indications of Pakistani 
withdrawal. Having captured Jubar, 
Batalik was cleared by July 9, when the 
warfiont shifted to Mushkoh. 

After a meeting of the DGMOs of 
both countries in Amritsar, Pakistan 
began the withdrawal of its troops on 
July 11. 

By now evidence was flowing about 
Pakistan Army's involvement, although 
it had been denying it all along. Nawaz 
Sharif and Sartaj Aziz had maintained 
that the intruders were 'Mujahideen', 
and that they had no hold over these 
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'freedom fighteis' 

Besides captured aims, amnuini 
tion and equipment, a plethora ot 
clinching documentary evidence was 
provided In Ainu Headquarters to 
the media and diplomatic corps in 
New Delhi to piove the involvement 
ot Pakistan arm\ Displayed toi 
viewing in South Block were items ot 
clothing and auoutiemcnt, web 
equipment with Pakistan Ordnance 
Factory markings, ainiy pay books, 
identity cards and peisonal diaries 
recoveied from the bodies ot dead 
soldiers 

Also lecovered were a copy of 
Pakistan Army's Glossary ot Militar) 
Terms (IWO edition), a news-letter 
issued by the Militate Housing 
Dnectorate ot the 1 Adjutant General's 
Branch and routine ottici.il docu¬ 
ments Peisonal letteis and gieelmg 
cards to anm otlaers weie also 
found 

VVIult the letreatmg Pakistan aimy 
abandoned theirdead, the Indians buned 
them with lull Turnouts and with Muslim 
rites Overcoming tremendous logistical 
hurdles, the Indian soldiers brought the 
bodies of two Pakistani officers to New 
Delhi jnd ottered to hand them over to 
Pakistan High C commission, through the 
International Committee ol the Red 
Gross 

It was after much prevarication and 
reluctance that the bodies were accept¬ 
ed b\ Pakistan and llown back tor a 
funeral in then homeland 

Pakistan used N11 troops 
belonging to Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir so that the casualties could 
be limited to that region Only a 
'rogue army' could rig up such a 
sinister design, and it w'as lett to 
diplomacy to salvage the situa 
tion 


Pakistan Diplomatically 
isolated 

A longwilh military defeat, Pak¬ 
istan faced the prospect ot 
diplomatic isolation Right in 
the beginning, on June 4, Presi¬ 
dent Clinton asked Pakistan to respect 
the LoC, and similar sentiments were 
\ oiced bv the G 8 nations 

Pakistan over-estimated the extent 
ot support it would receive horn its close 
ally China When Nawaz Sharif flew to 
Beijing on June 28, he did not expect a 
•■how ot neutrality China itself is wary ot 
Islamic fundamentalism seeping into 
Xmjing wheie Uighui separatists are 
already restive Nawaz cut short his visit 
m the absence ot am visible support and 
in his wake followed a statement hom 
Beijing asking toi the Lot to bo 
respected 

Attu the tall ol Iigei Hill, Nawaz 
Shard sought an urgent meeting with 
President Clinton and dashed to Wash 
ington hoping to be bailed out Lailier, 
Geneial 7inm, commando of US Central 
Command had visited Pakistan and 
warned the military biass against 
, nuclear adventurism 
ajG The joint statement 

issued by Clinton and 
Nawaz Shard 
y'/v emphasised 

that both 
> shared 

J* the 



£ 





view that the current Lighting in Kargil 
was dangeious and contained the seeds 
of a wider conflict, and that it was vital 
for the peace ot South Asia that the LoC 
in Kashmir be* respected b> both parties, 
in accordance with the 1972 Shimla 
accord , 

President Clinton said that he w ould 
take "personal interest m encouraging an 
expeditious resumption and intensifica¬ 
tion of bilateral efforts, once the sanctity 
ot the LoC has been fully restored " 

President Clinton had kept Prime 
Mmistei Vajpavee informed during his 
talks with Nawaz Shaut It was a deal 
diplomatic win loi India I hough Pak¬ 
istan asserts that it had succeeded in 
internationalising the Kashmir issue, the 
US made it clear that’ it had no intention 
to mediate 

While Pakistan s brazen aggression 
had tile international community ntnged 
against it, India scoied diplomatic jximts 
by the exeicise ot tieinendous lestiamt 
by not crossing the 1 oC India demon 
strated remarkable patience even attci 
Pakistan handed over six mutilated bod¬ 
ies of army personnel captuied by them 
This was an outrageous act and a war 


Nuclear Brinkmanship 

A part from the concern ot a 
widening conflict, the US was 
worried about its escalation into 
a nuclear exchange Unre¬ 
strained rhetoric and nuclear brinkman¬ 
ship from Islamabad came in sharp con¬ 
trast to India's restraint 

Washington Post quoted a sen¬ 
ior US administration official 
as saying that “this crisis 
could have escalated out 
of control, including in a 
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wav that could have brought m nucleai 
weapons, without either part) conscious¬ 
ly deciding that it wanted to go to nucleai 
war" 

In India the Rbb mouthpiece Ptuulm 
inmttJ had also queered the pitch and 
tailed tor a nuclear strike, but it stopped 
at that vs hen the RSS icahsed how dam¬ 
ping and countei-pioduclive it would 
Ih 

While Pakistan can be t xcused fen its 
bluster, India cannot go unaccused for its 
failure to estimate the contours of deter 
it me in a nuclear context It was never 
rt alised that a nuclear capabilit\ dots not 
bt stow detc ntnee at the subconv entional 
level Rather it icsulttd in raising the 
threshold of India s tolerance-because 
both countries must exercise greater 
restraint to prevent a nuclear flare up— 
and upped the level to which Pakistan 
could heighten tensions and openly back 
the insurgency in the State without fear 
of retaliation This suited Pakistan 
admirably 

Little wonder, from August 1998 
onward, Pakistan spiead its tentacles to 
the Rajoun-Punch belt and attempted a 
strike by militants in Chamba in neigh- 
bounng Himachal Pradesh Along with 
this came the shelling in Kargil sector 
which made thousands flee for safetv 
[he shelling of border villages was 
expanded to include Kupwara, Un and 
t ven the lammu region 

The new and heightened phase ot 



The Kargil episode has shown the need tor modernisation of our armed fiwcdA ft b*» 
also showed complacency and lack of defence preparedness, arising out Pf 28 year* Of 
peace, since 1971 What is needed is* 

Army: The army needs seif loading-rifles, self-propelled guns, assault nfles and 
artillery guns (the last such acquisition was die Bofors gun, since surrounded in 
controversy) The Mam Battle Tank (MBT) is nowhere near completion, despite DROO 
claims ot indigentsation of defence production The army does not have 155 mm howitzers. 
Besides electronic surveillance systems and thermal imaging devices are also reegrfred 

Air Force: The IAF loses one fighter )et for every 2^500 hours of fiymg,yd»He the Royaf 
Air Force (RAF) loses one in every 48,000 hours This is attributed to lack offhe Advanced 
Jet Trainer (AJT) Today, India’s fleet of MiG-21 and MiG-23 a vastly reduced because of foe 
high rate of crashes Many planes have been grounded The Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
was to have been delivered by mid-90s but is not expected fo enter squadron force W 2015, 
The Russian Sukhoi-30 has been inducted, but the !AF needs more pianes and the spares 
togo with them It has been dependent on the Russia and needs to develop other sources. 
Airforce also needs heat-seeking missiles and laser rangefinders. 

Navy: The INS VHvant was decommissioned m 1996 and the INS Vkaft a on its last 
legs Unless the Navy gets the Admiral Gorshkov, which a being negotiated, it could And 
itself without an aircraft earner The submanne fleet is ageing. The Navy needs to add to its 
fleet of Sea Hamers, besides Airborne Early Warning System to counter Pakistani OHqo 
maritime patrol and stdka aircraft, but that has not been forthcoming, 


the- Pakistani shelling would have indi¬ 
cated that nucleai weapons have severe 
limitations ot deterrence even at the con- 
ventional level But v\e failed to see 
through Pakistan s game plan 

Pakistan s rationale tor its nucleai 
programme was that it would help to 
reopen the kashmir issue and offset 
India s tonv entional edge This is w hv 
Pakistan refuses to pledge a 'no first 


Need for Intelligence 

T he need for actionable strategic 
and tactical intelligence gets reit¬ 
erated, more hi m the nuclear con¬ 
text We can allow our guard to be 
drt pped onlv at our own peril 


PAKISTAN OCCUPIED KASHMIR 







A false 1 sense ot confidence generat¬ 
ed bv Pokharan II and the 1 ahore Decla¬ 
ration had peicolated down the chain 
George Fernandes, who had earlier 
described China as 
India's threat num- 
ber one, went so far 
^ Mdi imiv) as to state in a fore- 
woid to a new edi- 
HwSn tion of Guilty Mm of 

i 7962 that the danger 

to India's security 
from Pakistan was 
but a mvth that 
now stood expos- 

_ ed Fernandes later 

5k CWn# went on to down- 

ill^ plav the Kargil 

intrusion and said 
that the intruders 
would be evicted 
in 48 hours. 

* "w A string oflaps- 

■wawwJes resulted tn the 
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intelligence failure. In mid-1998 Pakistan 
purchased 50,000 pairs ol snowboots 
from a Brussels tirm. This should have 
alerted us, but the RAW man them was 
unaware of this In October 1998 it was 
reported by IB operatives in I eh that 
300-odd irregulars were being trained in 
two camps in PoK, tor infiltration into 
Kargil in April. The MoD also received 
timely reports about Pakistan’s use ot 
remotely-piloted vehicles to monitor the 
Leh-Kargil sector. 

There has been an evident lapse in 
integrating and analysing whatever inci¬ 
dental bits of information trickled in. This 
should have spurred the intelligence 
agencies to look for other indicators and 
charge their sources for additional infor¬ 
mation. 

At the operational level, routine sur¬ 
veillance and patrolling in winter months 
was reduced. When the snows melted 
early this year, the move to reoccupy the 
posts vacated m winter was delayed. It 
w'as, thus, a costlv failure ot intelligence 
which left 415 Indian soldiers killed and 
over 585 injured. 

Media War 

he media displayed a sense ot 
responsibility to wait tor the war 
to finish until it could start asking 
uncomfortable questions. During 
the war it did a good job of informing the 
people, within existing constraints. 

It was the media—both electronic 
and print—which Unshed the heroics of 
many selfless soldiers who willingly mar¬ 
tyred themselves—Capt Anuj Nayvar hit 
bv a rocket-propelled grenade while 
recapturing Point 4875; Lt Haneetuddin 
who foiled the Pak bid in Turtuk, and 
after whom the sector is now named; Lt- 
Col R. Vishwanathan who perished while 
leading a rescue team; Lt Clifford Non- 
grum, the hero from Meghalaya and Capt 
Gogoi from Assam. 

And, of course, Capt Vikram Batra, 
code-named Sher Shah, the hero ot Tiger 
Hill. Critics sav that excessive exposure 
to the media may have led this officer to 
take more risks. 

An abiding media visual is that of 
body bags arriving home. Soaked in the 
media glare and with their privacy 
invaded, the next of kin were forced to 


suppress their emotions. 

Pakistan had used its media to 
advantage in the initial stages by display¬ 
ing the wrecked remains of a downed 
MiG, and thereafter making a show of 
returning 1 It-Ll Nachiketa. 

I he banning of PI V in India may 
not have been the most efficient means ot 
countering Pak's propaganda, for man) 
in Pakistan also had stopped believing 
the disintoimation doled out on their 
official channel. 

Lessons Learnt 

committee' to re\ iew the Kargil 
affair has been constituted with 
noted defence analyst K. Sub- 
rahmanvam as its chairman. Its 
members are: B.G. Verghese, a former 
journalist, and Lt-Gen (Retd) K.K. Haz- 
ari, a former Vice-C hief of Armv Staff— 
he was part of the Arun Singh Commit¬ 
tee that reviewed the working of the 
Ministry of Defence. Satish Chandra is 
the* secretary of the committee, but his 
appointment has drawn flak because he 
is also chairman ot the loint Intelligence 
Committee which doubles as the Nation¬ 
al Security Council Secretariate. 

The committee has been asked to 
"review all events leading to the- intru¬ 
sion" and to recommend measures to 
safeguard national security. The report 
which this committee will submit in three 
months is bound to contain the follow¬ 
ing: 

■ Need for actionable strategic and tacti¬ 
cal intelligence. 

■ Need to augment space-based and bat¬ 
tlefield surveillance capabilities. 

■ Requirement to augment the military 
intelligence (MI) capabilities and need 
for a integrated Defence Intelligence 
Agency. 

■ Need to formalise the process of for¬ 
mulating intelligence assessments. 

■ Streamline procedure for vertical and 
horizontal dissemination of informa¬ 
tion. 

■ Need to formulate a viable information 
warfare strategy. 

■ Requirement for greater political-mili¬ 
tary fusion in policy formulation, and 
need to strengthen military-diplomatic 
leverage. 

■ Reducing bureaucratic delays and red- 


tapism in the procurement of equip¬ 
ment and snow-clothing. 

■ Suitable weapons and equipment to 
upgrade high-altitude warfare capabil¬ 
ities in extreme cold climate. 

■ Upgrade the artillery and counter¬ 
bombardment capabilities in moun¬ 
tains (82 per cent ot our casualties were 
due to enemy artillery* fire). 

■ Review the 1AF aircraft profile for 
enhanced effectiveness in mountains, 
including the urgency to induct a 
advanced jet trainer. 

■ Importance of periodic review of mili¬ 
tary preparedness. 

The Future 

he future depends on how seri¬ 
ously we take the lessons thrown 
up by Kargil. We have a short 
memory and do not address 
national security with the seriousness it 
deserves. 

Pakistan is not going to abandon its 
Kashmir agenda easily, and will use fun¬ 
damentalism to fuel the insurgency and 
terrorism We witnessed heightened vio¬ 
lence in Doda and Poonch districts and 
the hostage drama at the BSF base in 
Bandipur, e\ en as the last of the intruders 
was being flushed out of Kargil. 

With a bulk of arm)’ units now being 
pulled out from counter-insurgency tasks 
for deployment on the LoC, the police 
and paramilitary forces must upgrade 
their involvement in countering the 
proxy war. 

By deploying two divisions in the 
Drass-Turtuk belt, we have Siachenised 
the entire mountain wasteland. Siachen is 
costing us Rs two crore a day, while the 
new deployment will burden the excheq¬ 
uer by an additional Rs five crore every 
day. While diverting funds is essential for 
defence, the most efficient means for pur¬ 
suing national interests and security 
must be explored. 

Despite Operation p Vtjay, Pakistan's 
artillery fire into Kargil continues! By 
choosing not to cross the LoC we may 
have set a precedent by which it may cost 
us much more to prevent other Kargils 
from happening. Which is why we need j 
to use diplomacy and military power in 
the right proportion to acquire maximum 
leverage. 
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Jargon Busting—Part-1 


O ver the past few months, we have dis¬ 
cussed a lot about the Internet, the 
Web and its implications. During this 
period haven't you been intimidated by all 
the jargon and TLAs (Three Letter 
Acronyms)? Well, don't fear! Help is at hand. 
This time we will take a look at precisely 
some of these terms. 

Bandwidth: The transmission capacity of 
the lines that carry the Internet's electronic 
signals. The higher the bandwidth, the faster 
the network. Bandwidth is usually measured 
in kbps (kilo bits per second) or Mbps (Mega 
bits per second). 1 Mbps = 1024 kbps 

Backbone: Any network that forms the 
central interconnection for Internet. A nation¬ 
al backbone is a WAN (Wide Area Network), 
a corporate backbone can be a LAN (Local 
Area Network). 

Dial-up Access: The process of diabng 
into the server gateway to the Internet 
through your telephone. 

Dedicated/Leased Line: A private line 
leased from a telecommunications carrier, 
meant solely for the use of the party who 
pays for it Usually very expensive It is 
essentially a "hotline" between two points. A 
leased line can physically be a copper wire, 
satellite link, microwave, fibre optic cable, 
etc. 

Domain Name: The unique name that 
identifies an Internet site. A given computer 
may have one or more domain name but a 
given domain name points only to one com¬ 
puter. For example: in the URL 
http://www.ibm.com. ibm.com is the 
domain name. 

Download: Copy a file from tire host 
computer (server) to your computer. 

Firewall: A security system (hardware or 
software) that restricts traffic between a 
secure network and the outside world. The 
secure computer is the only computer in the 
organization actually connected to the 
Internet. Everyone in the organization must 
go through the host computer to connect to 
die Internet and vice versa. 


Freeware: Software available on the 
Internet that doesn't cost anything! 

FTP: File Transfer Protocol. A system for 
transferring files across the Internet 

Gateway: A computer that provides a 
link for a network into the Internet. 

GIF: Graphical Interchange Format. A 
format popularized in the mid-1980s by 
CompuServe for use in photo-quality images. 
Now commonly used everywhere online. 
The GIF format is popular because it uses a 
compression method to make files much 
smaller in size thus enabling a faster down¬ 
load onto your computer. 

Hacker On the Net, unlike among the 
general public, this is not a bad person; it is 
simply somebody who enjoys stretching 
hardware and software to their limits, seeing 
just what they can get their computers to do! 

HomePage: The first page of a web site. 

HTML: Hyper Text Markup Language. 
The coding used on web pages to define 
hyperlinks, graphics and the like. This is the 
language of the web pages 

Intranet: Any network that uses Internet 
technologies, even if it's not connected to the 
Internet. 

IP Address: The Internet Address of a 
computer on the Internet. A four-part number 
separated by periods. (Such as 
191.147.160.40) which uniquely identifies a 
computer on the Internet. If a computer does 
not have an IP number, it is really not on the 
Internet. 

ISP (Internet Service Provider): An BP 
maintains a server that is directly connected 
to the Internet. You must connect through an 
ISP unless you are directly connected to die 
Internet. 

Log on/Log in: The method, by which you 
identify yourself to a host computer. This often 
means typing in a username and password. 

Log Off: Disconnect form a host system. 

Netiquette: A set of common-sense 
guidelines for not annoying others! For 
example, typing in all capital letters in Email 
amounts to SHOUTING at the other person! 
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Three Secrets off Success 


T HERE are three broad areas of success. 

First is the satisfaction from sharing of 
love and fellowship with family and 
friends. This is an important area of life. 

Second major area for success in life 
is career and financial success. This means 
much more than making money. For the 
intelligent, interest in a successful career 
is the high point of life. In this area, there 
are keys which aid greatly toward progress 
and ultimate success. 

The third area in which success 
should be achieved is the personal or 
spiritual. This may have different 
meanings for different people, especially 
the young. The ability to find out why you 
are here, where you are going whether to 
excel or not and in what direction, are 
questions for true success. 

In the family, friends and social area 
you have definite thinking about the type 
of family and social life which fits your 
personality. If you are a bachelor, you may 
have in mind a certain type of girl who 
will best complement you and share life 
with you. 

In foe career and financial area, you 
may genuinely yvish to remain in the field 
hi which you find yourself. Your goal may 
be to become more effective and more suc¬ 


cessful in it by developing a more positive 
attitude. 

If you are just starting out, you may 
wish to change the field work in which 
you are now beginning. This is not an 
action to take lightly and should only be 
done after wise counsel. 

In all areas, one thing is certain—you 
must find out your own strengths, 
weaknesses and talents. Then you chart 
your own course toward success. Or you 
will simply fail by default, tossed about 
by circumstances to a destination of failure 
and the category of also-ran. 

Be practical. Take your talent, tenden¬ 
cies and weaknesses into account. Be ob¬ 
jective. On the other hand, your goal 
should be high to give you something to 
reach for. Satisfy your deep-down 
realisation of what success for you should 
be in each particular area. Pen it down. 

Achievement 

H AVE a plan. Spark a sense of 
tathusiasm and drive for achieving 
your goal. Achievement is a great thriller. 

Work toward your goal endlessly. 
Think, read and educate yourself for 
achieving foe goal. Do not be unbalanced. 


Use common sense and sage advice. Get 
it to achieve the goal you set. 

Unless you want chance to control 
you, you will have to set your sights and 
master your environment. Define your 
goals. Determine to succeed and drive to¬ 
ward your goal. Zeal and enthusiasm arc 
your steam. 

Learn to organize your time. Every 
successful person knows this and follows 
this. This is an outstanding secret of suc¬ 
cess. 

Taking into account your individual 
goals in foe three areas of success, learn to 
plan out an overall schedule for each day, 
week and month. 

Give enough time to career success, 
including extra reading and self-educa¬ 
tion assignments. Give plenty of time 
to build right relationships. Be sure to 
plan and schedule enough time for de¬ 
velopment of personal interests. This 
develops personality. * 

Write down foe things you want to 
do. This in it saves much time and effort. 
Many people call these little slips or cards 
"to do" lists. Put first things first. Do not 
neglect minor issues, but get at foe big 
jobs early in your working day and allow 
plenty of time for their accomplishment 
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PERSONALITY DHYULOPMLS'l 



Do one thing at a time. Let interrup¬ 
tions and mind-wandering not intrude. 
Stick to one job until you finish it. Put all 
your energy and mind-power into it. 


Solitude 


a 


G ET up early and get going full blast 
before any interruptions take over Or, 
if your mind and body function better 
the other way, work late at night when 
it is quiet You get time for thinking 
and good work. Solitude spurs 
creativity. 

Be more efficient You may wish to 
read and think about how to solve your 
problems You will find many ways in 
which some of your tasks can be done in 
less time and more efficiently. 

Organize your desk You will save 
a great deal of time and effort simply by 
learning to have a definite place for ev¬ 
erything—and keeping everything in its 
place! 

A well-organized file cabinet and fil¬ 
ing system is of value to a career man 


Zeal 

A N important key to success is zest and 
drive .which successful men and 
women universally have and put into their 
work. 

journalists were amazed by the tre¬ 
mendous drive and zeal which Jawaharlal 
Nehru poured into his job, He rose early 
j in the morning and went fast and hard all 
day until late night. 

The above description of the late 
Prime Minister work-day indicates the 
zest with which he tackled his 
responsibilities and the drive he put into 


his accomplishment. This is the key to the 
success of many people. 

Your time is your life. The use of 
time that naturally follows from it is a 
success key that has been or is being 
used by nearly every great man of our 
time. Peep into his life and you see the 
secret. 

"We are all millionaires in time." We 
have just as much time as any big suc¬ 
cesses of the world. Each of us, throughout 
each day, has just as much time as Einstein 
had 

How do we use time? You can only 
waste the present moment. You cannot 
waste tomorrow. It is kept fresh and wait¬ 
ing for you You can turn over a new leaf 
every hour if you choose. 

You can learn to use time to advan¬ 
tage Realising the value of time, learn to 
get up early and get right up when you 
wake up, without lingering or lazing in 
bed 

Scheduling your time throughout 
each day, week and month comes into 
play. You need not be a schedule slave, 
but you do need to have a schedule. 

You learn, as other successful people 
do, to guard your time intelligently and 
zealously. You will set your mind to use 
time in an organized manner. Through this 
very means, you will be enabled not only 
to accomplish your goals in career and 
personal spheres. 

Do not give up Stick on. Go on. In 
most things success depends on knowing 
how long it takes to succeed 

Temptations 

Y OU must put up or shut up. If you 
really want success, you must be 


willing to pay the price. You must leam to 
say "no" to yourself. You must leam to 
turn down invitations, social visits, TV, 
cards, movies, and other interruptions 
when these interfere with accomplishment 
of your goal. Temptations come galore but 
you must resist diem While you are on 
the way up, you must beware of 
distractions. 

Discipline yourself to do the hard jobs 
first. The unpleasant job that is put oft is 
likely never to get done. Roll up your 
sleeves, and do it first. Those who pro¬ 
crastinate are usually putting off 
something unpleasant or difficult. They 
putter over little, inconsequential, easy 
things so they will not have to face what 
they subconsciously regard as the big 
obstacle. 

The best way to master this problem 
is to put thp jobs you dislike at the top of 
each day's schedule. Tlien, if you roll up 
your sleeves and wade into them, you will 
soon be too busy to worry about the dif¬ 
ficulty. 

Keep driving yourself until work 
has become a habit that is stronger 
than your human inclination to loaf. 
A proverb says. "He that hath no rule 
over his own spirit is like a city that is 
b.oken down, and without walls." 
Self-control and self-discipline are 
vital keys to real success in any area 
of life. 

You must discipline yourself to get 
started in the morning. You must dis¬ 
cipline yourself to get at your work and 
really produce instead of puttering 
with trivials You must discipline 
yourself to avoid distractions and to 
use your time and energy where they 
will count 










Wits in Court 


T HF la\man hardly 
assoc tatf’s law courts with 
humour He thinks that 
lawyers and judges in their 
black coats are sedate and 
sombre people who interpret 
law in dry and unintelligible 
language. They do' 

But there is another side 
to it also They (some at least) 
have a sense of humour. 
(Hhers display flashes of wit 
and repartee, provoking 
laughter and breaking the 
monotony of proceedings 
Law courts have been the 
battle scene for brilliant verbal 
sallies 

Lord Ashburton was 
once held up to ridicule by 
another senior barrister— 
Lord Mansefield. Commen¬ 
ting on a particular 
interpretation of law, the 


I latter said in shi er anger, "If 
j that be law, 1 shall go home 
i and burn my books " 

| "Sir, it would be bettci", 
| rejoined Ashburton, "if you 
I went home and read them 1 " 

1 Abraham I incoln 
practised as a lawyer briefly 
before entering politics He 
was questioning a hostile 
witness named John Cass 
Suddenly, Lincoln smiled 
charmingly and shot, "Have 
you ever been called Jack?" 

; Max Sterner, another 
j distinguished hamster, did not 
i like the ruling a judge made 
| on a technical point. When the 
1 lawyer's contention was ruled 
j out time and again, he began 
i picking his papers and brief, 
i The judge noticing this asked, 
| "Sir, does it mea^n you are 
I showing contempt for this 


I court 7 " 

"No" replied the lawyer. 
| "l am trying to conceal it." 

| A man with a previous 
| record had been convicted on 
j circumstantial evidence. Later 
' it was discovered that he had 
| been in prison at the time the 
crime was committed. The 
lawyer asked him why he had 
not told at that time. The 
prisoner replied, "I thought it 
would prejudice the judge 
against me." 

I The judge unable to bear 
t the noise in the court room, 
| announced loudly, "Silence, 
silence", and then added, "half 
a dozen men have already 
been convicted without the 
i court being able to hear a word 
| of the testimony." 
j "Have you ever done any 

j good work in life", asked die 


1 judge of a hardened criminal 
The latter politely answered, 
"Yes. My Lord. I have kept 
three to four policemen 
regularly employed for 
years." 

The judge looked at the 
person in the court and 
asked him, "Are you the 
defence attorney", "No", 
replied the man. "I have a 
lawyer to defend me. I am 
the man who committed the 
crime." 

Another person had been 
invited to become a member 
of the jury. He came and said 
j to the judge "I cannot act on 
the jury. One looks at that man 
convinces me that he is 
guilty." 

"Keep quiet", said the 
judge. "He is the district 
attorney." 
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QUIZ 


pc** 


How Woll 

hove You Rood CM? 


The following question*, ore hosed on tin 
August 99 issue of The Competition 
Master 7 hey will hi Ip you revise ament 
ufl iirs If you do not know certain answe rs 
Jo make an effort to Ionite them in our last 
s sue 

1 Toj the week ending July 4, 1999, 
the annual rate ot mtlation touched a 
roc ord 17-year low What was the rate ol 
mtlation n corded for the wpek 7 

a) l 79 b) 2 

0 2 5 ./) ? 60 . 

2 Who is the world s ruhist person 
luording to borbes magazine 7 

i) A/nn l’rt itiji hi Bill Gate* 
i) Swaraj Paul 

d) Queen oi 1 ngland 

9 Name tilt utv which will be 
Germany's new capital from September 
b 1999 

<i) Bulm b) Bonn 

e) Cologne d) Hamburg 

4 What is Jim 7 

a) A computer programme 

b) A new brand of tea 

t) A brand of writing instrument 
if) A networking technology 

5 Which city is to host the Olympics 
in 2004 7 

a) Berlin b) Athens 

t) Sydney if) Tokyo 

6 Who among the following is the 
author of the book, "A Thousand Suns" 7 

a) Dominique Lapierre 

b) Joan Collins 

c) Rajkamal Jha if) Vikram Seth 

7 Name the capital of Honduras 

a) Posoltega b) Honduras city 
r) Pasadena d) Telucigalpa 

8 Where was the UN Climate 
’ onference held m Novembei, 98 7 

a) Athens b) Washington 

c) Buenos Aires d) Geneva 

9 The seventh refinery of the 
indianoil Coproration was dedicated to 
:he nation on June 24, 1999 Where is it 


| lot a ted 7 

a) (iwahoi b) Mumbai 

I 0 Hyderabad d) Panipat 

10 Which ol the following da) s has 
beta designated as Kashmir l)av as a 
tribute to all those who made the supreme 
sacrifice tor the unmtry 7 

fl) Mac 21 {>) June 12 

i) Juni 21 it) |unt 26 1 

11 The Supreme Court has allowed 
raising ot the Narmada dam to a It vt 1 ot 
h > \ mine nietics 7 

a) Ml ’ mures 6j 55 untils 
i) 56 5 mctics t/)90mctris 

12 1 he 1 urt uk s v ctor has be tn named 
a Mu t rract aptnnotthc Indnnarmv 
\imt tin puson 

n) Hanti tuddm b) Vikram Ojha 
e) 1’K Shuma if) Rajinder Smgli 

11 What is the total numbei ot 
newspapers and periodicals in the 
c ountr) 7 I 

a) 18 140 b) 19 149 

i) 40,700 d) 42871 I 

14 Which is the oldest newspaper in , 
India 7 

a) Hie Times ot India 

b) liie Statesman 

i) Anand Bazar Patnka 
if) Bombay Samachar 

15 NASA plans to tly an airplane on 

Mars to mark the 100th arum ersary ot the | 
first flight of Wright brothers In which I 
year is the flight scheduled 7 | 

u) 2001 b) 2002 

c) 2001 if) 2004 

16 To which country dot's the Miss 
World ’99 belong 7 

a) Botswana b) Israel 

i) South Africa d) Switzerland 

17 Name the winner of the Jnanpith 
Award this year 

a) Mahasweta Devi , 

b) Ravi Shankar c) Jaya Bachchan ' 

d) Ginsh Kamad 

18 The chairman of Ranbaxy 
industries, who died recently was 1 
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fl) Pamndcr Smgh 

b) Unkar Smgh i) Rajinder Singh 

d) Param|eet Smgh 

19 Name the actress who has been 
appointed goodwill ambassador by the 
UN Population Tund lor India 7 

а) Raveena landon 

б) Juhi Chawla i) Jaya Bachch in 
if) bhabana Azmi 

20 Which ot the following cities has 
been awarded the Winter Dumpies 2006 7 

if) Sion b) Geneva 

i) lurin * if) Montreal 

21 Who was the top suirer in the 
C luhet Woi Id t up 9U> 

i/) sttvi Waugh 6) Kabul Ur.icul 
i) Sauiac G mgulv 
if) Sachin Tendulkar 
2? I ast Timor, which went to the polls 
recently to decide about autonomy, is a 
province in which ot the following 
c< untues 7 

a) Indonesia b) Malaysia 

c) Thailand d) Singapore 

21 What is the name of the new 
hybrid car launched by Honda recently, 
which has both a petrol engine and an 
electric motor 7 

a) Prnis b) Saviour 

i) Icarus if) Insight 

24 Which ot the following has 
launched India’s first index fund 7 

«) ICICI fi) SBI 

c) IDBI if) HDFC 

25 Where was the summit ot the G-8 
countries held in June, ’99 7 

fl) Berlin b) Bonn 

r ) Cologne if) Genpva 

(Answers mill app , nr m our l \hbcr issue) 


l Answers to August 1999 Quiz) 
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if 

2 
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3 

b 

4 

b 

5 

c 

6 

a 

7 

d 

8 

c 

9 

fl 

10 

c 

11 

b 

12 

L 

13 

b 

14 

d 

15 

• 

a 

16 

if 

17 

d 

18 

c 

19 

b 

20 

b 

21 

d 

22 

a 

23 

b 

24 

a 
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General Awareness 


Iff* 
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The questions given below were set in Andhra Pradesh Public 
Service Commission (Preliminary) examination held on the 4th April, 
1999. 

We arc grateful to Shn G. Mahender Reddy of Hyderabad for 
sending these questions 

1. Casein is the protein present in: 

(a) blood (ft) plasma (c) urine (d) milk 

2. Which one of the following is a water soluble vitamin? 

(a) Vitamin I) (b) Vitamin B 

(c) Vitamin A (d) Vitamin C 

3. Which one of the following is not a function of liver? 

(a) Production of insulin 

( b ) Breakdown of red blood cells 

(c) Synthesis of glycogen (d) Production ot bile 

4. Pancreas is: 

(a) an endocrine gland (b) an exocrine gland 

(c) both exocrine and endocrine 

(d) None of these 

5. Human heart is: 

(fl) neurogenic (b) myogenic 

(c) both neurogenic and myogenic 

(d) None of these 

6. Source of energy of the sun is: 

(a) artificial radioactivity (b) nuclear fission 

(c) nuclear fusion (d) natural radioactivity 

7. Optical fibres used in communication are developed/ 
based on the phenomenon of. 

(o) refraction of light (b) diffraction of light 

(c) interference of light 

(d) total internal reflection of light 

8. Sky appears blue due to- 

(a) reflection of light in blue region 

(b) transmission of light in blue region 

(c) scattering of light in blue region 

(d) absorption of light in other colours 

9. Microwave ovens work on the principle of: 

(a) absorption of microwaves by water 

(b) absorption of microwaves by the vessel used for 
cooking 

(c) reflection of the microwaves by the food 
(if) None of the above 

10. The chief raw material for the fabrication ot paper is: 

(a) jute (ft) bamboo 

(c) cotton (d) turpentine 

11. An example of molecular crystal is: 

(fl) diamond (ft) ice 

(c) sodium chloride (d) gold 


12. Einstein got his Nobel Prize due to his work on: 

(a) photoelectric effect (ft) relativity 

(c) Bose-Einsteiri statistics (d) Brownian motion 

13. Which of the following is the strongest force? 

(fl) Atomic force (ft) Gravitational forces 

(c) Electromagnetic forces (d) Nuclear forces 

14. Who has announced that 1999 would be the "Year of 
Jawans" for creating a climate of change withm the army to meet 
the challenges of the future? 

(a) George Fernandes (ft) Lai Krishan Advani 

(c) Atal Behari Vajpayee (d) General V.P. Malik 

15. Which is the birth-place of Amartya Kumar Sen? 

(a) Mohan Bagh (ft) Lumbini Garden 

(c) lal Bagh (d) Shanti Nivasam 

16 For which subject did Amartya Kumar Sen receive the 
prestigious Nobel Prize 7 

(a) Moral Science (ft) Political Science 

(c) Philosophy (d) Fconomics 

17. The only condition on which India wants to subscribe 
to the CTBT is: 

(a) neutralisation of hydrogen bombs 
(ft) banning of chemical weapons 

(c) lifting of sanctions 

(d) total nuclear disarmament 

18. Which one ot the following is the least populated State 
in India? 

(a) Sikkim (ft) Goa 

(c) Meghalaya (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

19. Which one amongst the following was awarded Bharat 
Ratna in 1998? 

(a) Dr U.R. Rao (ft) Dr Raja Ramanna 

(c) Dr G. Padmanabhan (d) Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

20. Who is the present Governor of Reserve Bank of India? 
(a) Prof Madhu Dandavate (ft) M.S. Ahluwalia 

(c) C. Rangarajan (d) Dr Bimbal Jalan 

21. Sarkaria Commission was set up for reviewing the 
relations between: 

(a) The Prime Minister and the President 
(ft) Legislature and Executive 

(c) Executive and die Judiciary 

(d) Centre and the States 

22. When there is no majority party in die State Legislative 
Assembly, the principal consideration governing the choice of 
the Chief Minister by the Governor of die State is die: 

(a) ability of the person who is most likely to command 
a stable majority 

(ft) largest political party in die Legislative Assembly 
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(c) the combination of several parties as a unit 
j? (d) the loyalty and support of the party members to their 

respective party programme 

23. Judicial remedy whereby the State inquires into the 
legality of detaining a person is better known as: 

(o) Habeas Corpus ( b) Certiorari 

(c) Mandamus (<0 Quo Warranto 

24. When an advance grant is made by the Parliament, 
pending the regular passage of the Budget, it is called: 

(o) Vote on account (b) Token grant 

(c) Supplementary grant (d) Vote on credit 

25. The principles concerning the provisions of the grants- 
in-aid to the States out of the Consolidated Fund of India are 
recommended by the: 

(a) Finance Commission (b) Planning Commission 

(c) National Development Council 

(d) Administrative Reforms Commission 

26. Which State government is going ahead alone without 
Central government's help in the power sector? 

(a) Maharashtra (b) Karnataka 

(c) Jammu and Kashmir (d) Andhra Pradesh 

27. NABARD helps rural development by: 

( a ) giving direct loans to farmers 

(b) providing refinance facility 

(c) assisting Gram Panchayats 
(dj assisting Zilla Parishads 

28 Agricultural commodities prices in India are fixed by. 

(a) Central government (b) State government 

(c) Agricultural Produce Marketing Boards 

(d) Agricultural Prices Commission 

29. Deficit Finance means: 

(a) relying on foreign aid ( b) spending by borrowing 

(c) not spending enough to ensure development 

(d) spending in excess of revenue 

30. Tax-free villages granted to the learned Brahmanas in 
ancient India were known as: 

(a) Agrahara (b) Magastana 

(c) Agraseni (d) Bhukti 

31. Who among the following foreign travellers visited India 
during the seventh century A.D.? 

(a) Alberuni (b) Fa-hien 

(r) Hieun-tsang (d) Suleman 

32. The primary source for Balban's opinions on sovereignty 
and government is: 

(a) I-Bami (b) I-sami 

(c) Ibn Batuta (d) Minhaf-us-siraf 

33. Which one of the following ruling lines of the Marathas 
defeated Bajirao II? 

(a) Sdndia fb) Holkar 

(c) Bhonsle (d) Gaikwar 

34. 'Mansab' in the Mansabdari System indicated: 

(a) an office in the Mughal bureaucracy 

(b) status and income of the holder 

(c) work of the holder in the office 

(d) a particular military rank 


35. The author of Nil Darpan is: 

(a) Ananda Mohan Ghose (b) Dina Bandhu Mitra 
(c) Sharat Chandra Chatterjee (d) Munshi Premchand 

36. Deindustrialisation and the growth of poverty of India 
under the British rule were refuted in the writings of: 

(a) Bolanath Chandra (b) Justice Ranade 

(c) Vera Anstey (d) Sir Francis Younghusband 

37. Who renounced his Knighthood as a protest against the 
Jallianwala Bagh tragedy? 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi (b) Motilal Nehru 

(c) Rabindra Nath Tagore (d) C.R. Das 

38. Of the following geographical regions of India which is 

not a plateau region? < 

(a) Malwa (b) Dharwad 

(c) Konkan (d) Meghalaya 

39 Weather instrument to measure wind speed is: 

(a) Wind Vane (b) Ceilometer 

(c) Clinometer (d) Anemometer 

40. Sea of Tranquillity is located in: 

(a) Pacific Ocean (b) Atlantic Ocean 

(c) Indian Ocean (d) None of the Oceans 

41. The rain forest of Amazon basin is called: 

(a) Campos (b) Selvas (c) Pampas 

(d) Llanos 

42 The largest producer of cocoa in the world is: 

(a) Ghana (b) Ivory Coast (c) Nigeria (rf) Brazil 

43 The Dhaulagiri peak is located in: 

(a) Kashmir (b) Nepal 

(c) Tibet-Nepal (d) Sinkiang-Tibet 

44 One of the good examples for inter-State irrigation 
projects in India is: 

(a) Idukki (b) lower Sileru 

(c) Gandak (d) Sabaragiri 

45. Which one of the following is the largest single industry 
in India? 

(a) Iron and Steel (b) Textiles 

(c) Fertilizers (d) Cement 

46. Tank irrigation is extensively practised in South India. 
In which pair of the following States of South India is this 
irrigation relatively more common? 

(a) Karnataka and Maharashtra 

(b) Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 

(c) Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh 

(d) Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra 

47. The Krishna river separates in Andhra Pradesh: 

(a) the Nalgonda region from the Krishna region 

(b) the Krishna region from the Guntur region 

(c) the Guntur region from the Kumool region 

(d) the Kumool region from the Krishna region 

48. The Semangs are tribal people who live in: 

(a) Amazon Basin (b) Zaire Basin 

(c) Indonesia (d) Malaysia 

49. The highest peaks of the Himalayas are found in: 

(a) Himachal (b) Siwalik (c) Nepal (d) Purvanchal 

50. The St Lawrence river in North America begins at the 
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< asti m t nil of the lakt 

(a) Michigan lb) lire 

(i) Ontario (</> Supiruir 

->l Nieterritoiy of Alaska bet aim al nitcd States posse “■ on 
in 186' 7 wlun tin \miinan gmernmint pmtiiiud it iiom 
(ti) ( mada (/>) | ip in (t) Russi i II) t mill i let 

52 Name the onl\ Indian IYnm Mm stir win mu tt t i 
the f’ailiamt nl duung his temiu 

(nj ( houdhary Charan s n«l 

(b) Mai Behan Vajpayee ) tnmdii lukli ' 

(if) Vishwanath J’ntap Smgh 

53 Hit* source of j. In i ll j o ur in h ilia lies wit 1 tlu 

(n) < institution (h) I’aili intent 

(i) People Ul) Pusul. nl 

Si Atimous ignuiltm il uutist who hr lull m u I d 
a Nobel Pi ice Pn/e is 

(n) H(i Khorini '!>) MS Swmmn'nii 

(i) Not man Boiling (</) RN Mislu i 

SS Central loin u> Rise ir«_h lnstitut< s Imate I it 
ul) Bnopil ( i II' iti i .I ' 

( ) Kajahmtiinli i ( i ( u utt 

Sh Jhebiamliot Imt m\ vein li ii u hi i liUon nil i 
oi protopl ists is 

(nl Hoitu ultini (/1 A >cicuftinc 

(i) tissiu mltuii ('I Mul i Ihlli 

5" l rom yJmli p irt >t tin s ltlt i|lnti hinol j 11 1 
(?) Un tlonu hiuls (i i I n i ilc \ 

(i) Shgmi (il) Dry pi tils 

S'* Who is tlu t haun in i f tin 11th 1m urn Coniiiu i n 
(a) KC Pint Hi) MS \hluvi iln 

(i) \ N! Khiisro (ill Nine of tin si 

59 I he name cit th> (lunisi Pn odint is 

(n) bang Zemin tin Wang Bing 

(e) Lht Haotian hi) Imgvc inbatl 

60 Whoisthc'enilstandiugcci m nei iminiuii ilistuthd 
today 7 

(a) Medlta Patkar C>) M.imata Binujn 

(i) Sarojine Mahislu (if) Margint \lc i 

61 The General Ysscmbly il tin UN eonsists of 

(n) 18S rntmhcrs (6) 173 nit.tubus 

(i) 195 members (I) l‘W mt nS is 

62 The Quit India tall was given in 

Ul) 1942 (b) 1941 ( c) 1917 hi) 155" 

63 hJm Unlay is published horn 

f//i Bnmhai (b) Calcutta I Midin it) Uni 
M I he Capitat of Nunalia is 
(a) Mogadishu (b) (olumnesburg 

(c) Ankara hi) Du -1 Salaam 

65 Sri Krishna t nnimtssion was appn tU d to i uqitirt i it' 
the runs in 

il Delhi II) Bnnibic (i) talcum (m Viui 
‘i Paginal nam of Dilip Kumar i-> 

(a) Yusuf Khan (b) Haruf Khan 

U) Vasudio (1) Ranvir R i 

67 In ha ni idi> its fust at « n c>pl >unn in 


fi) 19SI lln 1%1 (i) 1974 (if) PHI 

65 total stiength of Lok Sahh i is 
(n) ISO (M S4S (c) 450 (/) 600 

69 In Myanmai the pro-demoernev leader Ms Aung Sin 
Sun Kyi i the leader of the 

(ii) Nation il ( ongiiss for Pem > i i' 

(b) Nation il 1 1 igm , 

( ) Nation il 1 1 igue tor lYminrny 
a) liagui »o Democnci 

V' In hi i»« nl tin follow mg munlne-is no uni mini P 


i IS 1 


i 0 Piki tan 


Id i lull (u) Kenya (e) St^ei 11 
"I Who is the Piesident of Bh u itna [mita Putc (B|P)’ 

( Wiikayia \udu II) Kiisliihhui llnku 

I ) Mil Bthiri Viipayn (d) Mnrah M m h i I i hi 

was tin I tin Miiiisn i ot 1 led i 1 h n I di 
l u mu in Itpuidenl 
(a) C hunlull 
( ) (Iimibirlmt 

s \Sdkl S V lit >J\ Oil K ill 

( ) Roi k 1 li i Mil 
( i Sepai in K ding i I dut 

4 Who was till loundtr it *lu Mime in Dim t\' 
i ) l hindu ii p f t 'limy Pi \>oki 

Il ) I III 111 11 l I 0 ‘ 1 tl d I lipt I 

Whoanion< tin t >11 >e\ mg is tin mil oi ot Diyilhi 
(i) \ignesw in (b) Kulluk lliitti 

6) \is arutia (ifi Innutic ilnrti 


(l) Attl.i 
(f) Wilson 
is mi ntiom d m 
a Ri k Mi i I 

1 1 1 Mill isll Isti i 


ANSWERS 


I (e/i 2 lb) 3 (a, 4 (/) S hi) 6 (if) 

/ (if) H (c) 

9 if) Mn rowacis are I leetromagm tu radntmn with wave 
lengths ranging treim urv shin t radio wacis almost to 
the uitrarul region it yva\o lengths horn 30 cm to t mm 
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'■ t , He we>n the Nobel Prize tor Pei< e m 1970 Hi was one of 


tli >se w Jio laid the grenindw ork ut the ( net n Ri y olution 
5? (i) In Andhra Pradesh « 

56 (i) 57 (t) SB (c) 59 (a) 60 (a) 61 (a) 

62 (a) 63 (if) 64 (a) 65 (b) 66 (u) 6" ( ( ) 

68 {£>» ti9 (i) 

~ i 6/1G 15 is a group of 16 developing countries t a India 
Algeria, Argentina, Brazil Chile Tgvpt, Indonesia 
Jamaica, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria Peru 
■senegal, Venezuela and Zimhabwt 
71 (b) 72 (b) 73 (a) 74 (a) 75 Uf, 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


1. The unit's digit of the number 1999 IW is: 

(a) 1 (b) 3 (c) 7 (<0 9 

2. A box contains Rs 280 made up of 170 coins, some of 

which are 50-paise coins and the other are 2-rupee coins. The 
number of 2-rupee coins in the box are: 

(a) 136 (b) 130 (c) 120 ((f) 112 

3. The sum of two numbers is 56.30% of one of them is 
equal to 40% of the other. The smaller number is- 

(a) 20 ( b) 24 (c) 25 (d) 27 

4. Five years ago the father was twice as old as his son 
The sum of their present ages is 88 years. The present age of the 
father is: 

(fl) 53 years ( b ) 55 years (c) 57 years (rf) 60 years 

5. A man rows 1 km in upstream in 20 minutes and 1 km 
in downstream in 15 minutes. The speed of the current is - 

(a) .4 km/hour (b) .3 km/hour 

(c) .5 km/hour (d) 6 km/hour 

6. The difference of the squares of two consecutive positive 
integers is 47. The smaller of the integers is: 

(a) 22 (b) 23 (c) 24 (d) 25 

7. The simplified value of 

1.142857x1.2+1.45 is 

(a) 5 (b) 2 (c) 1 (d) .5 

8. The G.C.M. of a pair of numbers is 10 and their sum is 
150. The number of such pairs is: 

(«)2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

9. 35% of 80 is 25% of x. Then x is: 

(fl) 112 (f>) 96 (c) 120 (d) 124 

10. If 10 apples and 8 mangoes cost Rs 69.00; and 16 apples 
and 4 mangoes cost Rs. 73.00, the price of an apple is: 

(fl) Rs 3.00 (b) Rs 3.20 (c) Rs 3.40 (d) Rs 3.50 

11. In a glass of mixture, water and alcohol are in the ratio 
2:5. If 6 litres of water be poured into the glass the ratio becomes 
1:1. Hie amount of alcohol in the glass is: 

(fl) 10 litres (b) 15 litres 

(c) 20 litres (d) 30 litres 

12. The greatest number that divides 372, 618 and 987 
leaving in each case the same remainder is: 

(a) 123 (b) 124 (c) 206 (d) 329 

13. When 2 100 is divided by 10, the remainder is: 

(a) 0 (b) 2 (c) 4 {d) 6 

14. The number $*2785 is divisible by 11. The missing digit 
H is: 

(«)*> (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

15. The price of sugar first increases by 20% and then 
decreases by 10%. The net change in the price will be: 
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(a) 10% increase (b) 8% increase 

(c) 5% increase (d) no change 

16. In an election contested by two candidates, the winner 
gets 55% of votes and wins by 12 votes. The total number of 
votes cast in the election was: 

(fl) 80 (b) 120 (c) 140 (d) 150 

17. A tap can fill a tank in 15 minutes and another tap can 
empty it in 20 minutes. Both the taps are opened together when 

the tank is already — full. The tank will be filled completely in: 

(a) 24 mins (b) 30 mins (c) 36 mins (d) 48 mins 

18. In an examination 35% students fail in Mathematics and 
30% fail in English. 20% of the students failed in both the subjects. 
If 275 students pass in both the subjects, the number of students 
participating in the examination of the above two subjects is: 

(fl) 55 ( b) 400 (c) 500 (d) 555 

19. 10% of 25% of the population of a village is 50. The 
population of the village is: 

(a) 2000 (b) 800 (c) 400 (d) 500 

20. Gold and copper are 19 tunes and 9 times heavier than 
water respectively. All alloy of gold and copper is prepared such 
that it is 15 times heavier than water. The proportion of gold and 
copper is - 

(fl) 2.3 (b) 3:2 (c) 3 : 4 (d) 4 : 3 

21. A man has to pay income tax at the rate of 20% of the 
excess annual income over Rs 60,000. Shyamal babu received Rs 
1,32,000 as his annual income deducting income tax. His actual 
annual income is: 

(fl) Rs 1,40,000 (b) Rs 1,44,000 

(c) Rs 1,50,000 ((f) Rs 1,60,000 

22. The least number of 4 digits, divisible by 2,3 and 5 is: 

(fl) 1010 (b) 1020 (c) 1050 (d) 1080 

2 3 4 5 

23. The greatest value of the fractions * s: 

(a) | (b) | (c) | (d) ~ 

24. If the speed of a man is 2 m/sec, his speed per hour will 

be: 

(a) 36 km (b) 72 km (c) 7.2 km (d) 3.6 km 

25. The digits of the integral part of the square root of 
123456789 is: 

(fl) 4 ( b ) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 

26. The ratio of two numbers is 2:5 and their G.C.M. is 10. 
The L.C.M. of the numbers is: 

(a) 90 (b) 100 (c) 120 (d) 150 
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27. 125 fruits are distributed among 40 boys and girls so 
that each boy gets 3 and each girl gets 4 fruits. The number of 
boys is! 

(a) 32 (b) 34 (c) 35 (d) 36 

28. A sum of Rs 1200 invested at the rate of 12% per annum 
simple interest in 12 years will amount to. 

(d) Rs 1728 (b) Rs 2928 (c) Rs 1828 (d) Rs 3028 
29 P, men can do a piece ot work, working h, hours per 
day in d, days. The number of days in which P 2 men, working h 2 
hours per day, can complete the same work in. 


<«) 


Wi . 

Tpr days 


(b) 


h ihidi 

Tv^ da y s 


(c) 


PiMt 


r 2 h, da y s (li) i\h 2 

30. The greatest factor of the product of any four consecutive 
integral numbers, in all cases, is: 

(a) 8 (b) 12 (c) 18 (d) 24 

2 

31. Kamal sold an article at ~rd of its marked price and 


p 2b|d] 


days 


suffered a loss of 20% The ratio of marked price is to cost price 
is 1 

(a) 6 • 5 [b) 5-6 (c) 3 • 2 (d) 5 :3 

32. The price ol cloth is increased by 10% every year. If the 
present price of a piece of cloth is Rs 1,210, its price two years ago 
was 

(a) Rs 968 (b) Rs 1,089 (<.) Rs 1,010 (d) Rs 1,000 

33. The prime number among the following is: 

(a) 111 (b) 945 (c) 651 (d) 523 

34. Ram has three times as much money as Gopesh. If Ram 
has Rs 3 60 more than Gopesh, Ram's money is: 

(a) Rs 4.80 (b) Rs 5.40 (c) Rs 9 (d) Rs 10.80 

35. A student secures an average of 55 marks in English 
and Bengali, an average of 60 marks in Bengali and Hindi and an 
average of 53 marks in Hindi and English. His average of marks 
in the three subjects is. 

(a) 55 (b) 56 (c) 57 (d) 58 

36. The sum of all multiples of 8 lying between 100 and 150 
is: 

(a) 744 (b) 840 (c) 8 % (d) 1092 

37. The sum of the squares of two numbers is 261 and the 
ratio of the numbers is 2 : 5. The greater of the numbers is: 

(a) 15 (b) 20 (c) 25 (d) 30 

38. The positive integer nearest to 400 and divisible by 2,3, 
4 and 5 is: 

(a) 410 (b) 420 (c) 380 (d) 360 

39. The length of a rectangular plot is 4 times its breadth. 
The perimeter of the plot is 160 m. The area of the plot is: 

(a) 1000 sq m ( b ) 1024 sq m 

(c) 1080 sqm (d) 1120 sqm 

40. A sum of money doubles itself in 8 years at simple 
interest In how many years it will treble itself at tl\e same rate 
of interest? 

(a) 12 years (b) 15 years (c) 16 years (d) 20 years 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1 . (d) Unit's digit in 1999 ,9M = Unit's digit in 9 ,W9 
9* gives unit's digit 1 

.. 91W8 _ (gi)w gi ves unit's digit 1 

■■■ 9 IW gives unit's digit = 1x9 = 9 
2 (b) Let the no. of 2-rupee coins be x 


A.T.S 2x + (170 - x) x 


— = 280=*x = 130 
100 


3 (b) Let the smaller no be x 

A.T.S. 40% of x = 30% of (56 - x) =* x = 24 

4 (c) Let father's present age be x yrs 

son's present age = 88 - x yrs. 

A T.S. x - 5 = 2(88 - x - 5) => x = 57 
5. (c) Let the speed of rowing in still water be x km/hr 
and that of current be y km/hr 
Downstream speed = x + y, speed upstream = x - y 


6 (b) 
7. (c) 


D = Sx t (x + y)— = i=*x + y = 4 ■■■■0) 

60 


■■(«) 


20 

(x - y)— = l=»x-y = 3 
60 7 

Solving ( 1 ) and (») y = .5 

(x + l ) 3 - x 3 = 47 =* x = 23 a 3 - b 3 = (a - b) (a + b) 

1 142857x1 2+1.45 


142857 , 27 , 45 

= 1-X 1-- 1- 

999999 99 99 


1142856 126 99 

999999 99 144 


8 . (c) G.C.M. = 10 Let the nos. be lOx and lOy 

lOx + lOy = 150 =* x + y = 15 
■ 15 = 1 + 14 or 2 + 13 or 4 + 11 or 7 + 8 
x and y can take values 1 & 14 i e. x = 1, y = 14 
2 & 13; 4 & 11; 7 and 8 respectively 

x and y should be coprime 

No. of such pairs = 4 

9 . (a) 25%of x = 35 %of 80 ^xx = ^x80=*x = 112 

10. (d) Let the price of an apple be Rsx and that of a mango be 

Rs y 

lOx + 8 y = 69 .( 1 ) 

16x + 4y = 73 .(ii) 

Solving (/) & (if), we get x = Rs 3.50 

11. (a) Let the total quantity of mixture be x l 


5 2 

Amount of alcohol = - x /, water = - x 
5 * 


7 1 

A.T.S. sf- -= -=* x = 14 

--x + 6 1 

7 5 

••• Amount of alcohol in the mixture = - x 14 = 10 


12 . (a) 618 

987 

987 

372 

618 

372 

246 

369 

615 


Reqd no. = HCF of 246,369 
and 615 = 123 
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13. {d) 2«” = (2 4 )* = 16 25 

S . The digit in unit's = (16x16 ...25 times) place will be 6 

14. ( q-_ when 2 ia> is divided by 10. R sJ »- 

15. (b) Let the original price be Rs x 

„ . , . 120 90 108 

Pnce after two changes = * x — * — = — x 

„ . 108 8 
Net increase = -x-x = —x 

, 8 100 O 

Increase% = — xx = 8 
100 x 

16 (b) (55% - 45%) of x = 12 => 10% of x = 12 x = 120 

1 1 1 

17 (b) Work done by both pipes in 1 min = i5 ~ 20 = 60 

■■ When both pipes are opened the tank will be filled in 1 
60 min 

When half tank is already filled, the tank will be filled 
completely in 30 mm 

18 (c) Students failed in Maths = 35% 

n(AUB) = n(A)+n(B) - n( ADB) 
k =35%+ 30%-20% = 45% 

Students failed in atleast one of the two subjects = 45% 

•. Students passed in both subjects = (100 - 45)% = 55% 
Let the total students be x 
55% of x = 275 => x = 500 


19 (a) 10% of 25% of x= 50: 


20 (b) 


Gold Copper 

\ / 


_10_ x _25_. 
100 100 


x = 50 x = 2000 


Gold : Copper = 6.4 = 3:2 


6 4 

21 (c) I-et the actual annual income be Rs x 
20 

x - (x - 60000)— = 132000 =* x = 150000 

2 1 (b) LCM of 2, 3,5 = 30 

Least no. of four digits = 1000 

When 1000 is divided by 30, remainder = 10 

Reqd no.« 1000 + (30 - 10) = 1020 

n (d) 

18 

24 (c) Speed in km/hr = 2 x =7.2 

25 (b) 12345 6789 

No. of digits of integral part of the square root of 
123456789 = No. of bars = 5 

26 (b) G.C.M. * 10, Ratio of nos. = 2 :5 

Nos. are 20,50 .’.LCM = 100 . 

, 27 (c) Let the no. of boys be x Girls * 40 - x 
••• 3x + (40 - x)4 * 125 => x = 35 


28. (b) SI = 


PRT 1200x12x12 


100 100 

A = P+I = 1200 + 1728 = 2928 

29. (a) 

30. ( d ) Let the four nos. be 1,2,3,4 Product = 24 

Greatest factor = 24 

31. (a) Let C.P. = Rs y, M.P. = Rs x, S.P. = \ x 


Loss = 20% 


80 


y=$x: y=6:5 


32. (d) 1,210 = x(l + — Y -. 


x = Rs 1000 


33 (d) A prime no is divisible by 1 or itself It is not divisible 
by any other no 

111, 651,945 are divisible by 3 Prime no. = 523 

34. (b) Let Gopesh’s money be Rs x Ram's money = Rs 3x 

AT.S. 3x - x = 360 ^ x = 1 80 .-.3x = 540 

35. (b) Total marks in English and Bengali = 55 x 2 = 110 

Total marks in Bengali and Hindi = 60 x 2 = 120 
Total marks in Hindi and English = 53 x 2 = 106 ' 

• 2(Total marks in Hindi + English + Bengali) 

= 110 + 120 + 106 = 336 
336 

. Average marks in three subjects = (-- ) +3 = 56 

36 (a) Multiples of 8 between 100 and 150 are 104,112,....144. 

Terms are in A.P, 

a = 104, d = 112 -104 = 8 tn = 144 
tn = a + (n-l)d n = no. of terms 
144 = 104 + (n - 1)8 =* n = 6 


Reqd sum S = (a + /) 


a = First term 
l = Last Term 


= (104 + 144) = 744 


37. (a) (5x) 2 + (2x) 2 = 261 =* 29x 2 = 261 => x 2 = 9 =* x = 3 

Greater no. = 5x = 5 x 3 = 15 

38. (b) L.C.M. of 2,3,4,5 = 60 

When 400 is divided by 60, R = 40 
No nearest to 400 and divisible by 2,3,4, 5 

= 400+ (60 - 40) = 420 

39. (b) Let B = x •• L = 4x, P = 2(L + B) = 160 

2(4x + x) = 160 =*x = 16, L = 4 x 16 = 64 
Area of rect. plot = LxB = 64xl6 = 1024 sq m 

40. (c) Let P = Rs 100, A = Rs 200 /. SI = 100, 


S.I. x 100 


. 200x100 2 

T = -x — = 16 

100 25 


100x100 

100x8 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE (J( T S i l< ).YS 


English Language 

Questiion paper of Combined Defence Services Exam held in May 1998 


0 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors ( Items 1 to 15) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences arc given. The sentences are m three 
separate parts and each one is labelled 

(a), (b), (c). Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is an error in any part. No 
sentence has more than one error. When 
you find an error in any one of thp parts 
(a, b or c), indicate your response on the 
separate Answer Sheet at the appropriate 
space. You may feel that there is no error in 
a sentence. In that case letter '</' will sig¬ 
nify a 'No error' response. 

(») You are to indicate only one re¬ 
sponse for each item in your Answer Sheet. 
(If you indicate more than one response, 
your answer will be considered wrong). 
Errors may be in grammar, word usage or 
idioms. There may be a word missing or 
there may be a word which should be re¬ 
moved. 

(Hi) You are not required to correct the 
error. You are required only to indicate your 
response on the Answer Sheet. Examples P 
and Q have been solved for you. 

P. The young child(fl) singed(fc) a very 
sweet song.(c) No error .(d) 

Q. We worked(a) very hard(fr) through¬ 
out the season.(c) No error.(tf) 

Explanation: In item P, the word 
'singed' is wrong. The letter under this 
part is 'b'; so “b‘ is the correct answer. 
Similarly, for item Q, 'd' is the correct 
answer, as the sentence does not contain 
any error. 

Now attempt items 1 to 15. 

1. He went to England to work as a 
doctor,(«) but returned back(6) as he could 
not endure the weather there.(c) No 
error (d) 

2. The meeting, scheduled to be 
held(<i) between 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.(fe) was 
postponed suddenly.(c) No error .(d) 

3. Originally they had planned to buy 
an air-conditioner,(a) but finally settled for 


an air-cooIcr,(h) as the cost of the latter was 
very less.(c) No enor.(rf) 

4. He was conferred with an Honor¬ 
ary D. Litt degree(a) in recognition of his 
services(t) to the cause of learning.(c) No 
error.(d) 

5. Unfortunately, in spite of the best 
efforts of various trade unions,(o) the fac¬ 
tory has been under lockout for the past 
one month,(f>) to the chagrin of all.(c) No 
error (d) 

6. What we fail to understand^) is 
that the life of a scientist(b) will always 
be different from a politician.(c) No 
error, (d) 

7. In spite of my advice to the 
contrary, (a) he has been working at a 
stretch(b) for four hours.(c) No error.(d) 

8. It is not difficult to understand(a) 
why he endeavoured so hard to hide(b) file 
traces of the crime which he committed.(c) 
No error.(d) 

9. The managing director along with 
other members(a) were accorded(b) a 
warm welcome on the plantation.(c) No 
error .(d) 

10. Neither of these two documents(a) 
support your claim(6) on the property.(c) 
No error .(d) 

11. Even on the eve of an inevitable 
fail,(a) to everyone's dismay,(i>) their 
leader seems to be in their elements.(c) 
No error, (d) 

12. They all met in a room(a) which 
was close to the Centre^) to discuss about 
the plan of action.(c) No error .(d) 

13. Two hundred miles(a) are not a 
great distance^) in these days of fast travel 
by aeroplanes.(c) No error.(d) 

14. When the police accused him with 
theft,(a) nobody believed them,(b) as he 
was well-known for his honesty.(c) No 
error.(d) 

15. This text-book in Physics, which 
has been(n) written for under-graduate 
students,(2>) comprises of fourteen 
chapters.(c) No error .(d) 
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Sentence Improvement 

(Items 16 to 30) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of eacl 
sentence. Below each sentence are givei 
three possible substitutions for the under 
lined part. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) i 
better than the underlined part, indicat 
your response on the Answer Sheet agains 
the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c). I 
none of the substitutions improve the sen 
tence, indicate (d) as your response on tb 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No improvemenl 
response will be signified by the letter (d] 
Examples R and S have been solved fo 
you. 

R. The young child sung a very swee 
song. 

(a) singed the 

(b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I have already read this book twice 

(a) I already twice have read thi 
book. 

(b) I twice have already read thi 
book. 

(c) I have twice already read thi 
book. 

(d) No improvement. 

Explanation: 

R. For item R, the correct sentene 
should read, "The young child sang a ver] 
sweet song", 'c' is therefore, the correc 
answer. 

S. Item S is a correct sentence. None o 
the changes suggested will improve it. 'd 
is therefore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, appropri 
ate word usage or idiom£ There may be • 
necessary word missing or there may be < 
word which should be removed. 

Now attempt items 16 to 30. 

16. When Rip Van Winkle awoke fron 
his long sleep, he asked where lam. 

(a) I was 

(b) ami 


(c) he was 

(d) No improvement 

17. To write regularly in pleasure is 
what she wants to do now. 

(n) for pleasure 

(b) for the pleasure 

(c) with pleasure 

(if) No imprm ement 

18. The alternatn e q! my first sugges¬ 
tion is to resign. 

(n) for 
0>) to 

(c) with 

(d) No improvement 

19. The sparrows took no notice about 
the bread. 

(a) notice of 

(b) notice from 

(c) notice to 

(d) No improvement 

20. I had liked her since the first time 
I had seen her. 

{a) have seen 

( b) saw 

(c) did sec 

(if) No improvement 

21. Applications of those who are 
graduates will be considered. 

(a) who are only graduates 

(b) only who are graduates 

(c) who are graduates only 

(d) No improvement 

22. After several years of silent suf¬ 
fering he finally decided to put himself 
against the manipulations of his political 
rivals. 

(a) stand 

(b) fight 

(c) set 

{d) No improvement 

23. I told him that I waited for him 
for an hour tire previous day. 

(a) had waited 

(b) was waiting 

(c) had been waiting 

(d) No improvement 

24. As Suresh spoke about his 
achievements, his high claims amused us. 

(a) big 

(b) tall 

(c) huge 

(d) No Improvement 

25. We ought to «t«nd for what is 
right. 

(a) stand up 


OliJiXTiV 


h rxs 


( b ) stand on 

(c) stand at 

(d) No improvement 

26 I walked away as calmly as I 
I could, or else they thought 1 was the thiet 
j (a) otherwise 

i (b) failing which 

' {() in case 

I (d) No improvement 

( 27 A number of steps have been 

i taken with a v icw to improving the condi- 
| tions of the backward classes, 
j (a) to improve 

(b) tor improving 

(c) at improving 

(if) No improvement 

28 By this time next year lohn should 
have completed his degree course at 
Bombay University. 

(u) will complete 

(b) would complete 

(c) could have completed 

(d) No improvement 

i 29. He will not risk going for busi¬ 
ness with you. 

(a) to go for 

(b) going into 

(c) going in 

(if) No improvement 

30. It is raining heavily all through 
this week. 

(a) has rained 

(b) rains 

(c) rained 

(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Items 31 to 40) 
Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are underlined 
You may also find only a group of words 
which is underlined. For each underlined 
part, four woids/phrases are listed below. 
Choose the word nearest in meaning to the 
underlined part. 

Example 'E' is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite transparent 

(a) verbose 

(b) involved 

(c) lucid 

(rf) witty 

Explanation: In hem 'E* die word "lu* 
dd" is nearest in meaning to the word 
"transparent”, So Vis the correct answer. 


j Now attempt items 31 to 40 

31. Medical science is yet to come out 
| with a panacea for cancer. 

! (a) remedy 

i (b) medicine 

(c) treatment 

I id) drug 

32 The na\ y gav e tactical support to 
the marines. 

(a) sensitive 

(b) strategic 

i (c) expedient 

(d) expert 

1 33, Businessmen who lack acumen 

( cannot be expected to be very successful. 

(a) smartness 

(b) sharpness 

(c) keenness 

(d) cleverness 

34 In modem hospitals, computers 
I check the patients before they see the doctor. 

(a) stop 

(b) protect 

(c) cover 

(d) screen 

35. A genius tends to deviate from the 
routine way of thinking 

(a) dispute 

(b) differ 

(c) disagree 
((f) distinguish 

36. He displayed a distinct tendency 
to lon gwinded speeches when asked how 
he was. 

(a) boring 

(b) repetitive 

(c) circumlocutory 

(d) hyperbolic 

37. The data is misleading- 

(a) illusory 

(b) deceptive 

(c) misplaced 

id) misinformative 

38. This library was built with dona¬ 
tions from the munificent citizens of fills 
city. 

(a) well-to-do 

(b) generous 

(c) respectable 

(d) learned 

39. Some satirists are known for their 
trenchant style. 

(a) sharp 

(b) critical 

(c) aggressive 
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(d) incisive 

40 Many educationists think that the 
class-room instruction should be made 
more vi gorous. 

(a) serious 

(b) brisk 

(c) lively 

(d) active 

Antonyms (Items 41 to 50) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a 
word or a phrase which is underlined in 
the sentence given. It is followed by four 
words or phrases Select the word or 
phrase which is closest to the opposite in 
meaning ot the underlined word or 
phrase. 

Example 'F has been solved for you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(n) la/y 

(b) active 

(c) indecent 

(d) casual 

Explanation: The word which is near¬ 
est opposite in meaning to the underlined 
word "smart" is "lazy" So 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 41 to 50 

41. A culturally diverse country has 
customers with unique needs. 

(a) singular 

(b) unanimous 

(c) uniform 

(d) conformable 

42. She paid special attention to those 
women who had succumbed to adversity. 

(a) surrendered 

(b) given up 

tc) overcome 

(d) demanded 

43. Arrangements were made to 
handle the mammoth gathering tactfully. 

(a) quiet 

(b) significant 

(c) huge 

(d) small 

44. He has translated the play into 
English with fidelity 

ta) difficult! 

(b) insincerity 

(c) carelessness 

(d) inaccuracy 

45 Her dress was too slovenly for that 
kind of interv tew 


(a) gaudy 

( b ) tidy 

(c) formal 

(d) old-fashioned 

46. I was deeply affected by his ur¬ 
bane behaviour. 

(a) rural 

(b) indifferent 

(c) rude 

(d) unsympathetic 

47. The fact was discovered only on 
reaching the summit . 

(it) base 

(b) ground 

(c) tunnel 

(d) surface 

48. He despises classical music. 

(a) appreciates 

(b) respects 

(c) comprehends 

(d) endures 

49. He is very callous to the suffering 
of others. 

(a) indifferent 

( b ) sensitive 

(c) kind 

(d) positive 

50. The signature tune of this serial is 
a harmonious blend of notes. 

(a) haphazard 

(b) discordant 

(c) unmusical 

(d) crude 

SELECTING WORDS 

Simple Sentences (Items 51 to 60) 

Directions: 

Each of the following sentences has a 
blank space and four words given after foe 
sentence. Select whichever word you consider 
most appropriate for foe blank space and 
indicate your choice on the Answer Sheet. 

Now attempt items 51 to 60. 

51. Many in the crowd whispered, 

and some even_to register their 

disapproval of the remarks of the 
speaker. 

( a ) shouted 

(b) rose 

(c) protested 

id) criticised 

52. A heavy penalty was_ 

on the whole village. 

(a) realized 

(b) imposed 


(c) levied 

(<f) charged 

53. The two women looked so alike 

that it was impossible to_ be¬ 

tween them. 

(a) distinguish 

( b) discriminate 

(c) discern 

(d) identify » 

54. The campers_their tent 

at the base of the mountain. 

(a) established 

(b) grounded 

(c) pitched 

(d) installed 

55. The enemy had captured him and 
his very life was at stake, still he refused to 
_the State secrets. 

(a) divert 

(b) divulge 

(c) indulge 

(d) invert 

56. If the perceptions of two individu¬ 
als do not_, there are sure to be 

problems. 

(a) match 

(b) agree 

(c) meet 

(d) tally 

57. The scientist_the 

monkey to get ready for a walk when it 
heard a bell. 

(a) instructed 

(b) persuaded 

(c) educated 

(d) conditioned 

58. Her parents bestowed_ 

her all their care and affection. 

(a) to 

(b) with 

(c) in 

(d) upon 

59. Vaccination will make people 

immune_certain diseases for a 

given period. 

(a) against 

(b) with 

(c) for 

(d) to * 

60. He will never_from 

what he believes to be right. 

(a) dissociate 

(b) distract 

(c) separate 

(d) refrain 
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COMPREHENSION 

(Items 61 to 90) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have six short pas¬ 
sages. After each passage you will find five 
items based on the passage. First, read 
Passage I and attempt the items based on 
it. Then go on to the next passage Ex¬ 
amples T and 'J' are solved for you 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it pragmatic 
or otherwise, a basic fact tot confronts us 
squarely and unmistakenly is the desire for 
peace, security and happiness. Different 
forms of life at different levels of existence 
make up the teeming denizens of this earth 
of ours And, no matter whether they be¬ 
long to the higher groups such as human 
beings or to the lower groups such as ani¬ 
mals, all beings primarily seek peace, urn- 
fort and security. Lite is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the lowliest 
insect strives for protection against dan¬ 
gers that threaten its life, fust as each one 
of us wants to In e and not to die, so do all 
other creatures. 

1. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are found 
on earth 


J. Hie best assumption underlying to 
passage is ‘The will to sur\ h e of a creature 
is identified with a desire for peace', which 
is response (b). So 'b‘ is to correct answer. 

Now attempt items 61 to 90 

Passage I 

Worry is a state of mind based upon 
fear It works slowly, but persistently. It is 
crafty and subtle. Step by step it digs itself 
in until it paralyses one's reasoning fac¬ 
ulty, destroys self-confidence and initiative. 
Worry is a form of sustained fear caused 
by indecision; therefore it is a state of mind 
which can be controlled. 

61 The writer's conclusion is that 
worrv 

j 

(s) is based upon fear 

(b) can be contolled 

(c) is a form ot sustained fear 

(J) works slowly 

62 Worry is a subtle agent tot 

(а) cripples one’s capacity to think 

(б) sustains fear 

(r) leads to indecision 

(cl) leads to unhappiness 

63 Worry is ultimately caused by 

(a) sustained'fear 

(b) loss of self-confidence 

(c) loss ot initiative 


| his theory, which was based on much 
higher mathematics not easily graspable 
by practising chemists, he was ignored and 
attacked by to Japanese chemists. Later 
on, he became the first Japanese to win to 
Nobel Prize in chemistry. Soon after to 
announcement of Jus winning to Nobel 
Prize, to Japan government bestowed on 
him to Order of Culture—a prestigious 
honour for any Japanese. The recognition 
of Fukut's work and the Nobel Prize 
awarded to him clearly show tot English 
is to language of science. 

66. Kernchi Fukui’s theory of "Fron¬ 
tier Orbital" was recognized 

(u) about forty years ago 

(b) after it was translated into En¬ 
glish 

(c) immediately after he forwarded it 

(rf) much later after he forwarded it 

67. His theory was 

(a) not easily understood by chem¬ 
ists in to world 

(b) received with great enthusiasm 
bv the Japanese chemists 

i (i) well-received by the practising 
| chemists 

(d) ignored and attacked by the 

I Japanese chemists 

68 The theory was based on 


( b ) different levels of existence are | 
possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the chief 
goals of all living beings 

(rf) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 
J. Which one of to following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential in developing the 
author's position? 1 

(a) All forms of life have a single 

over-riding goal i 

(b) The will to survive of a creature 
is identified with a desire for | 
peace 

(c) All beings are divided into higher 
and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between hap- ' 
piness and life and pain and I 
death 

Explanation: I 

I. The idea which represents the J 
author's main point is 'peace and security 
are to chief goals of all living beings', 
which is response (c). So 'c' is the correct 
answer. 


(d) indecision 

64 When the author says tot worry 
destroys 'initiative', he means tot it 

(a) destroys man's strength 
(/>) kills the joy in him 

(c) kills his capacity to see what is 
necessary 

(<f) makes him fearful 

65 In this passage to author 

(ii) adv lses us to cast off fear from 
our minds 

(b) advises us to be on our guard 
against worry 

fc) tells us how to develop self-con¬ 
fidence 

(d) gives us useful information 
about worry 

Passage II 

Although Kenichi Fukui had for¬ 
warded his "Frontier Orbital" theory nearly 
forty years ago, it received recognition in 
to western world only twenty-five years 
ago when his paper was translated into 
English. In fact, when he had forwarded 


(n) a paper translated mto English 

(b) western theories in chemistry 

(c) higher mathematics 

(if) his experiments in chemistry 
69 Theannouncementofhiswinnmg 
the Nobel Prize made 

(a) him translate the paper into English 

(b) the western world recognize his 
theory 

(c) Japanese chemists ashamed ot 
themselves 

(if) the Japanese government bestow 
on him to Order of Culture 
1 70. A prestigious honour for any Japa- 

i nese is 

(a) to be recognized in to western 
world 

(b) to win to Nobel Prize in chem¬ 
istry 

(c) to be given the Order of Culture 
(rf) to forward a scientific theory 

Passage III 

The buses are full of conversation not 
only on public topics but also on embar- 
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rassingly private ones, and not only be¬ 
tween acquaintances but also between 
people who have never met before. Among 
foe former the jokes are loud and hearty, 
and they are also permissible between to¬ 
tal strangers. One day a fellow passenger 
looked at my large sola 'topee' and re¬ 
marked that it was heavier than mv whole 
body, and when 1 replied that it v\ as no 
bigger than his turban he said that he hoped 
I was not offended by his joke. 

71. The .phrase 'people who have 
never met before’ means 

(a) acquaintances 

(b) the public 

(c) strangers 

(d) potential friends 

72. The most apt word to describe foe 
mood of the passengers is 

(a) relaxed 

(b) embarrassing 

(c) offensive 

(d) funny 

73. The writer's reply to the fellow 
passenger was 

(a) discourteous 

(b) cruel 

(c) ironical 

(d) friendly 

74. The writer's reply made his fel¬ 
low passenger 

(a) feel offended 

(b) indignant 

(c) perplexed 

(d) feel embarrassed 

75. From the passage it appears that 
the writer was: 

(a) reserved 

(b) arrogant 

(c) amiable 

(d) obstinate 

Passage IV 

If there is one thing for which I honour 
foe human race, it is foe way in which it 
goes on arguing. A visitor from another 
planet, landing on earth, would be amazed 
at foe extent to which controversy flour¬ 
ishes everywhere except in those ultra¬ 
modern countries in which it Is forbiddea 
He would say to himself 'Why do these 
people argue so hotly? Those who argue 
were not converted to their beliefs by rea¬ 
son, so why should they hope to convert 
others by arguments that would not have 
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j convinced themselves? The human being 
| seems to be a person who jumps mysti- 
i cally to conclusions, yet who never loses 
i hope of being able to reason others into 
| the same conclusions' The fact that in spite 
of the ob\ ions truth of this, men go on 
i arguing, is a proof of the unquenchable 
optimism of the human race 

7 (i I he rt action oi a s iMtoi tn.ni an¬ 
other planet seeing people argue so \ehe- 
mently would be one of 
i (a) hatred 

1 ( b } humour 

i (c) irritation 

I (if) astonishment 

77 The author respects the human 
race highly for its 

(«) oratorical power 

(b) power to influence people 

(c) capacity to argue 
(if) logical thinking 

78. The author believes that the hu¬ 
man race Is really 

(a) ambitious 
(b( aggressive 
(c) over-confident 
(if) imaginathe 

79. The author Relieves that contro¬ 
versies develop in our society because 
people 

(a) love debates 

(b) have great reasoning capacity 

(c) want to convert others to their 
points of view 

(if) are interested in controversies 

80. The central idea of the passage is 

(a) that debate is good for democ¬ 
racy 

( b ) that argument develops our 
mental faculty 

(c) that by arguing we can win 
friends 

(d) foe folly of converting others to 
one's own point of view 

Passage V 

Few parts of foe world escaped West¬ 
ern expansion in foe Age of Imperialism, 
but foe most dramatic intrusion took place 
in Black Africa, south of foe Sahara, and 
foe full weight of European colonialism 
was felt there. In the last two decades of 
foe 19th century the European powers 
transformed the map of Africa. Flaunting 
their superior technology and their mili¬ 


tary power, they staked claims to what¬ 
ever territories struck their fancy, some¬ 
times in collaboration with their fellow 
Europeans, sometimes in opposition to 
them. 

Although then? had been a few well- 
organised kingdoms in Africa—among 
them Ghana and Mali, which had flourish¬ 
ing iiilltut-5 in Hu* pound knimp to the 
West as the Middle Ages—these had div 
appeared under the impact ot internecine 
warfare and Arab conquests from the north. 
The inner continent was uncharted, dark 
and mysterious, and until the last force 
decades of the t9th century few’ white men 
ventured into its vast stretches. But in time 
explorers, scientists and colourful adven¬ 
turers flocked from the West to find out 
what mysteries lay beyond the coasts. 

81. During the Age of Imperialism the 
European powers concentrated their 
colonisation 

(a) exclusively in Africa 

(b) mainly in Africa 

(c) to a few areas in Africa 

(if) in areas other than Africa 

82. Colonialism was possible for the 
European powers because of their 

(a) collaboration with other major 
powers 

(b) ability to manipulate foe African 
tribal rulers 

(c) superior technology and military 
power 

(d) ability to identify what struck 
their fancy 

83. Despite flourishing cultures in 
some African kingdoms during foe Middle 
Ages, their position had weakened by the 
middle of foe 19th century as a result of 

(a) their internal conflicts and Arab 
conquests 

(b) superior administrative 
organisation which foe coloniz¬ 
ers had 

(c) European aggression 

(d) the vastness of the inner conti¬ 
nent 

84. What attracted Europeans to Af¬ 
rica during foe last three decades of foe 
19th century was 

(a) motives of greed and acquisition 

(b) a thiif t for power and glory 

(c) motives of altruism ami social 
concern 
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(ft) a spirit of adventure and curiosity 
) 85. The inner part of Africa, south of 

Sahara, was called 'dark' because 

(a) there was little sunshine there 

(b) not much was known about it 

(c) it was inhabited by dark com* 
plexioned tribes 

(d) it was full of mysterious crea¬ 
tures of dark colour 

Passage VI 

If you are caught in an open field, and 
see the flash of lightning and hear the 
sound of thunder at practically the same 
instant, take precautions immediately. 
Throw away any metallic object you may 
have, lie flat on the ground. Do not try to 
run for shelter until the electrical distur¬ 
bances have subsided entirely. Remember 
that poor shelter is worse than none. The 
big tree standing alone will keep the rain 
off you, but may draw lightning towards 
it. If a thunder storm begins when you arc 
swimming or out in a boat, head for the 
shore at once. There is an old fable that 
lightning never strikes open water Many 
bathers who relied on that belief have lost 
their lives. Mostly those struck by light¬ 
ning are likely to be farmers, holiday mak¬ 
ers, fishermen or golfers. 

86. While sitting in an open field, if 
one hears the sound of thunder and secs 
the flash of lightning at the same instant, 
one should immediately 

(a) run for shelter 

(b) grasp a metallic object 

(c) jump into water 

(d) lie flat on the ground 

87. If a thunderstorm begins when 
one is out in a boat, one should 

(a) row fast 

(b) leave the boat 

(c) reach the shore 

(d) remain where one is 

88. What the old fable says about 
lightning is 

(a) wrong 

(b) right 

(c) heresy 

(d) unscientific , 

89. Persons most likely to be struck 
by lightning are those who 

(a) go swimming 

(b) walk in the streets 

(c) work indoors 
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(d) spend their time outdoors 

90. If there is a flash of lightning in 
the sky, a tree provides 

(a) a poor shelter 
(i>) an adequate shelter 
(c) no shelter at all 
(if) a dangerous shelter 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE (Items 91 to 100) 
Directions: 

In each of the items 91 to 100, there is 
a sentence of which some parts have been 
jumbled up. You are required to re-arrange 
these parts which arc labelled P, Q, R and 
S to produce the correct sentence Choose 
the proper sequence and mark in your 
Answer Sheet accordingly. 

Example Z. It is well known that 

(P) the effect (Q) is very bad (R) on 
children (S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSRQ 

(b) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ 

( d ) QSRP 

Explanation The proper way of writ¬ 
ing the sentence is 'It is well known that 
the effect of cinema on children is very bad.' 
This is indicated by the sequence PSRQ 
and so 'a' is the correct answer. 

Now attempt itemi 91 to 100 

91. If we look at the problem 

(P) which is the object of science (Q) is 
an intellectual, ethical and emotional pur¬ 
suit (R) we will see that die pursuit of truth 
(S) a little deeply. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SPRQ 

(b) SRPQ 

(c) PRQS 

(d) PQSR 

92. It is the general experience 

(P) that in many cases (Q) of those 
who try to reassure these anxious men and 
women (R) than another grows up in its 
place (S) no sooner is one worry removed. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPSR 

(b) SRPQ 

(c) PQSR 

(<f) SRQP 

93. After reading the letter 

(P) of the absurd ideas of his brother 

(Q) and told the frierfds a round him (R) an 


uncontrollable fit of laughter (S) he burst 
into. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQSR 

(b) SRQP 

(c) PSRQ 
((f) SRPQ 

94. Hopping from channel to channel 
on TV is 

(P) among adolescents (Q) a popular 
game (R) conducted by Nielsens (S) accord¬ 
ing to a survey 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SPQR 

(h) SRQP 

(c) QPRS 

((f) QRPS 

95. (hie of the earliest attempts 

(P) was the Dover House (Q) designed 

(R) by two American scientists (S) at solar 
heating. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QRPS 

(b) QSPR 

(c) SPRQ 
((f) SPQR 

96 At the intersection 
(P) the highway robber (Q) snatched 
away his wallet (R) threatening the scooter 
driver (S) with his knife. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PRSQ 

(b) RSPQ 

(c) PSQR 
((f) RPQS 

97. The youth hostel movement 

(P) during the last century (Q) has con¬ 
tributed to (R) international understand¬ 
ing (S) and racial equality. 

Hie proper sequence should be 

(a) PSQR 

(i b) QRPS 

(c) PSRQ 

((/) QRSP 

98. The necessity 

(P) is established (Q) for a single world 
language (R) unless and until a single world 
government (S) does not arise. 

The proper sequence should be 

(а) SRPQ 

(б) SQRP 
(c) QSRP 
((f) QPSR 

99.1 do not think that 
(P)ofknowledge as their primary duty 
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(Q) the disinterested pursuit (R) can cease 
to regard (S) men of science. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) S P R Q 

(ft) QPRS 

(c) QPSR 

(i i) SRQP 

100. We need to understand 

(P) in the life of the community (Q) 
how the picsent situation came to pass (R) 
and how language actually works (S) a 
little better. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQRP 

(ft) QPSR 

(c) QPRS 

(if) SQPR 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 
(item 101 to 105) 

Direction: 

In items 101 to 105 each passage con¬ 
sists of six sentences. The first and the sixth 
sentences are gi\en in the beginning The 
middle four sentences in each have been 
removed and jumbled up These are la¬ 
belled P, Q, R and S You are required to 
find out the proper order for the four sen¬ 
tences and mark accordingly on the An¬ 
swer Sheet 
Example 

S,: There was a boy named Jack. 

S n : At last she turned him out of the 
house 

P: So the mother asked him to find 
work. 

Q: They were very poor. 

R: He lived with his mother 
S: But Jack refused to work. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RQPS 
(ft) PQRS 

( c ) QPRS 

(d) RPS Q 

Explanation: The proper sequence in 
this Example is: R Q P S which is marked 
(a). Therefore 'a' is the correct answer. 
Now attempt items 101 to 10 5. 

101. SPublishing a volume of poems 
is said to be like dropping a rose petal down 
a deep gorge and waiting for the echo. 

5*. He did not have long to wait as he 
was soon acclaimed as a new find by the 
jf literary world. 

P: Shaw road the first few lines of the 
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volume and was at once convinced that 
what he was reading was real poetry. 

Q: One day Davies sent a volume of 
his poems to Bernard Shaw. 

R: He bought a few more copies of the 
book and sent them to well-known poetry 
critics, and waited to see if they would 
recognise a poet when they read his work. 

S: This was the experience of an ob¬ 
scure poet named VV.H. Davies, who today 
needs no introduction. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QSPR 
(ft) SRPQ 
(c) SQPR 
: &0QRSP 

102. S,: The story of oil began millions 
of years ago when the Earth was covered 
by many warm shallow oceans. 

S t - The whole process often took mil¬ 
lions of years. 

P: As times passed the layer of sludge 
became very thick and covered with mud 
1 Q When they died they sank to the 

ocean bed and decayed into sludge. 

R: The weight of water and mud press¬ 
ing down on the sludge changed it into 
tiny drops of oil. 

| S: Countless millions of tiny sea ani¬ 
mals lived in these oceans. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQPR 

(ft) P R S Q 

(f)SPRQ 

(if) SQRP 

103. S,: My hobby is collecting stamps. 
S,,: They were in four fat books 

P: Of course she did not let me touch 
| the stamps. 

| Q: I could touch them when I was old 

enough not to spoil them. 

R: When I was still only a baby, my 
mother began to collect for me. 

S: I remember that it was on my fif¬ 
teenth birthday that she first put them into 
my hands. 

The proper sequence should be 
(n) SRPQ 
(ft) RPQS 
(c) SPRQ 
1 (if) RSPQ 

104. S,: In England it is not easy to 
keep up conversation with women in com¬ 
pany. , 

S s : None of these things applies to 


women in France. 

P: You are also afraid of pressing too 
hard upon them. 

Q: The chief reason is that it is consid¬ 
ered a piece of rudeness to differ with them. 

R: Moreover, even agreeing with them 
heartily is not considered good manners. 

S: Nor can you ask them to give a 
reason for the opinion they profess. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) P S Q R 
(ft) QPRS 

(c) PRQS 

(d) QSPR 

105 b,' The pressure ot the atmo¬ 
sphere in any one place depends on the 
air above it. 

S n : The barometer is also called a 
weather glass but it really tells us only one 
ot the many things of weather—the pres¬ 
sure of air. 

P In one kind, the pressure is indi¬ 
cated by the lev cl ot mercury in a tube. 

Q- The instrument which measures 
this changing pressure ot air is called the 
barometer 

R: The other contains no liquid and is 
called an aneroid. 

S: There are two kinds ot barometers. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SRPQ 

(ft) QPRS 

(c) QSPR 

(it) SPRQ 

SELECTING WORDS 

(Items 106 to 120) 

Directions: 

In the following passage (Items 106 to 
120) at certain points, you arc given a choice 
ot three words marked (n), (ft), (c). Choose 
the best word from these three and indi¬ 
cate your choice in the relevant column of 
your Answer Sheet. Examples Z, and Z 2 
have been solved for you. 

Z, 

The 

(a) boy * 

(ft) horse 
(c) dog 

was in the school in Shimla. 

z, 

(a) She 
(ft) It 
(c)He 
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was homesick. 

. Explanation: Out of the list given in 
'item Z v only 'boy' is the correct answer. 
So, 'a' should be indicated as your response. 
For item Z 2 , 'c* is the correct answer, be¬ 
cause that is the pronoun which refers back 
to the noun Ijoy'. 

Now attempt items 106 to 120. 

If cities are dangerous so 

106. (a) were 

(b) shall be 

(c) are 

highways. A third of the fatalities occur 

107. (a) on 

(b) at 

(c) upon 

routes where there is neither prompt 

108. (a) public 

(b) medical 

(c) social 

aid nor police help. In the cities themselves, 
40 per cent 

109. (a) among 

(b) out of 

(c) of 

those killed on the roads are 

110. (a) pedestrians. 

(b) streetwalkers 

(c) pedlars. 

A study by Delhi's Indian Institute of Tech¬ 
nology 

111. (a) announces 

(b) reflects 

(c) reveals 

that 82 per cent of these, 

112. (a) faint 

(b) die 

(c) fall 

on straight roads and not 

113. (a) on 

( b) at 

(c) near 

intersections. Zebra crossings are 

114. (a) death-holes. 

(b) death-beds. 

(c) death-traps. 

Twenty one per cent of the pedestrians 

115. (a) were 

(b) are 

(c) have been 

Med on these markings. The risk level of 
Delhi's two-wheeler riders is five times 

116. (a) huger 


(b) higher 

(c) bigger 

than that of the car drivers. Twenty five 
per cent of the accident 

117. (a) victims 
(6) targets 
(c) persons 

in the capital are two-wheeler passengers. 
Buses are big 

118. (a) menace 
(6) killers 
(c) nuisance 

in the cities. Studies show 

119 (a) as 

(b) so that 

(c) that 

fifty per cent of the accidents is 

120 (a) caused 

(b) made 

(c) done 
by bad driving 


ANSWERS 


1. (b) "but returned" 

2 (b) "between 2pm and 3 p m." 

3. (c) ". ..was much less" 

4. (a) "He was conferred with an Hon¬ 

orary degree of D. Litt" 

5. (d) No error 

6. (c) "...different from that of a politi¬ 

cian” 

7. (d) No error 

8. (c) " ...which he had committed" 


9. (b) "was accorded" 

10. (b) "supports your claim" 

11. (c) "....to be in his elements" 

12. (c) "to discuss the plan of action" 

13. (b) "is not a great distance" 

14. {a) "when the police accused him of 


theft" 


15. (c) 

"comprises fourteen chapters' 

16 (c) 

17 

00 

18. 

(d) 

19 

(<i) 

20 (d) 

21 

(0 

22 

(c) 

23 

(») 

24. (b) 

25. 

(d) 

26. 

(d) 

27. 

(d) 

28. (a) 

29. 

(b) 

30. 

(c) 

31. 

(a) 

32. (b) 

33. 

(d) 

34 

(d) 

35. 

(b) 

36. (a) 

37 

(b) 

38 

(b) 

39 

(d) 

40. (c) 

41 

(c) 

42 

(0 

43 

(d) 

44 (b) 

45. 

(b) 

46. 

(r) 

47 

(a) 

48 (b) 

49. 

(b) 

50 

(b) 

51 

(a) 

52 (b) 

53 

(fl) 

54 

Of) 

55 

(b) 

5b (b) 

57. 

(«) 

58. 

(d) 

59 

(d) 

60 (a) 

61. 

(a) 

62. 

(i) 

63. 

(d) 

64 (c) 

65 

(a) 

66 

(b) 

67 

(d) 

68. (c) 

69. 

(d) 

70. 

(b) 

71 

(c) 

72 (a) 

73 

(a) 

74 

(d) 

75. 

(") 

76. (d) 

77. 

(c) 

78 

(0 

79 

(O 

80. (d) 

81 

(b) 

82 

(c) 

83. 

(a) 

84. (a) 

85. 

(b) 

86 

(d) 

87 

(r) 

88 (</) 

89 

(d) 

90 

(d) 

91 

(b) 

92. (a) 

93. 

(b) 

94 

(b) 

95 

(d) 

96. (a) 

97 

(d) 

98. 

(c) 

99 

(d) 

100 (a) 

101 

(0 

102. 

(«) 

103 

(d) 

104 (if) 

105. 

(c) 

106 

(c) 

107 

(a) 

108. (b) 

109 

(0 

110. 

(a) 

111. 

(c) 

112. (b) 

113. 

(b) 

114 

(0 

115 

(b) 

116. (b) 
120. (a) 

117. 

in) 

118. 

(b) 

119 

(c) 
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I want to pursue stamp collection 
as a hobby. Can you help me getting 
started? 

—Nupur Ramaswamy, Patna 
(Bihar) 

A good hobby can give hours 
of relaxation and is an enriching 
experience. Through stamp 
collection, one comes to know of 
other countries and peoples. For 
starters, get yourself a stamp album. 

You can buy stamps, but it may be 
better to have pen friends in other 
countries. This will help you get 
many contacts 
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one's aptitude and interest and decide 
accordingly. 

Why is dim light used in 
the dining hall of 
restaurants? 

—Balraj Singh, New Delhi 
lighting, colour anrf 
interiors are the ways in 
which restaurants try to 
create ambience. Customers 
must feel comfortable and be able 
to relax in privacy while having 
their food. Many modem restaurants 
like chairs 


and their 
letters will 
bring many 
stamps. You 
can also write to foreign radio stations which 
will add to your collection For a good 
collector, every stamp tells a story, which is 
a source of joy and comfort. 

I want to become a software engi¬ 
neer. What would be the best option? 
—Abhishek Sircar, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 

The best way to become a software 
professional is by doing an engineering 
degree, preferably from IIT, and following 
it up with MCA. If you cannot get into an 
engineering college, you may think of 
options of BCA but you have to cHoose 
the institute with care. Many private 
courses are hardly well-equipped to turn 
out good software professionals 

I am a member of the Indian Air 
Force and want to do a degree in 
automobile engineering through 
correspondence. Where can I do it from? 

—Bcanl Singh, C/o 56 APO 

There are no institutes offering 
automobile engineering degree through 
correspondence. Usually, engineering 
graduates are taken by automobile 
companies and trained accordingly. You 
may be advised to do a diploma/degree 
in engineering from a good college and 
then hope to get selected in an automobile 
company on the basis of your experience. 

Please provide me with some tips as 
to how I can perform well in my exams. 

—R Priyadarshini, Bhopal (MP) 




of multi¬ 
national 
food giants, 
however, 


Allocate your time for different 
subjects and develop the discipline to stick 
to your time schedule. Do not sit for too 
long but learn to take breaks after 45 min¬ 
utes or 1 hour Organise your study mate¬ 
rials welt so that time is not wasted. For 
further tips, you might like to read "How 
to Study and take exams" published by 
Khanna Brothers (Rs 20). 

The article on CAT '99 was very 
helpful but my reading speed is very 
slow. How can I increase it? 

—Dhanra) Chandalia, Calcutta 
Speed reading is acquired by constant 
extra reading. You should develop a habit 
of reading books and magazines, even on 
subjects which are not of interest to you. 
You can also do some exercises on speed 
reading as given in our book "Master 
Guide for MBA Entrance". Reading speeds 
have jumped by using the techniques in 
the book. 

Which is a better career option— 
MBA or MCA? 

—Vinod Prasanna, Mysore 
We are often asked such questions but 
the fact is that the answer varies from 
person to person, depending on individual 
preferences. A person who does not have 
the aptitude or patience to write programs 
< would be ill-advised to do MCA. Like¬ 
wise, a person who has no interest in busi¬ 
ness should not think of MBA. A person 
has to look within oneself and discover 


prefer bright lighting and functional decor 
rather than dim lights. 

For the first time USA has supported 
India when Pakistan violated the Line of 
Control. How did this tum come about? 

—Anjan Kumar Roy, Dhanbad (Bihar) 

It may be remembered that USA has 
been the victim of Islamic terrorism. Last 
year its embassies were bombed resulting 
in air strikes against camps belonging to 
Osama Bin Laden. It is common 
knowledge that Pakistani militants were 
trained there as well. In such circum¬ 
stances, USA had to tum against a country 
which sponsors terrorism and has begun 
supporting India. 

I am studying in class 12 and want 
to do a course in hotel management. 
Which is the right time for applying? 

—Jilcndra Kumar, Faridabad (Hayana) 

While you are in claSs 12, appear in 
the entrance tests of hotel management 
institutes. This will help you save one year 
and put you on the path for a career as 
soon as you finish school. 

I want to do MBATbut am not in a 
position to pay die huge fees quoted by 
most institutes. What options do I have? 

—Ritesli Kumar, Patna 

You can apply to universities and 
institutes run by State governments, these 
are relatively cheap and you can still 
achieve your goal. 


K 
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Test off Reasoning-1 

Question papor off Staff Selection Commission (Combined) Preliminary Kxam 
(Graduate Level) 1999 held on 4-7-99 

Directions: (Question Nos. 1 and 2) Complete the series of (A) STAR (B) STAB (C) STAL (D) STAK 

figures, by selecting correct answer figure from the given Directions: (Question Nos. 11 and 12) In which answer figure 

respond. is the given figure embedded? 

i —u s\o i———i o/\ _ 
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Answer Figures: 
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Answer Figures: 







3. A man starts from a point and walks 2 km towards i 
north. He turns right and walks 3 km. Then he turns left apd \ 
travels 2 km. What .is the direction he is now facing? 

(A) East (B) West (C) South (D) North 

4. Five men A, B, C, D and E read a newspaper. The one i 
who reads first gives it to C, the one who reads last had taken it : 
from A. E was not the first or last to read. There were two readers 
between B and A. Find the person who read the newspaper last. 

(A) E (B) B (C) D (D) A 

5. A is B's daughter. B is C's mother. D is C's brother. How 
is D related to A? 

(A) Father (B) Grandfather (C) Brother (D) Son 

6. 50 men can dig 40 holes in 30 days. How long will 25 
men take to dig 20 holes? 

(A) 15 days (B) 22^ days 

(C) 30 days (D) 45 days 

7. If GOLD is written as IQNF, how WIND can be written 
in the code?’ 

(A) YKPF (B) XJOE (C) VHMC (D) DNIW 

.8, If A *1, PAT -37, then TAP-? 

(A) 73 (B) 37 (C) 36 - (D) 38 

9. If D « 4, BAD « 7, then what is the value of ANT? 

(A) 8 (B) 17 (C) 35 (D) 37 

10. If HKUJ means FISH, what does UVCD mean? 


Answer Figures: 




13. Following a statement, conclusions I, II and 111 are given. 
Which one of the four alternatives is correct? 

Statement: 

Ministers arrived at the public function in their cars. 
Conclusions: 

I. All ministers are rich. 

0. Ministers have cars. 

HI. Ministers came to the public function. 

(A) Only II and III are implicit in the statement 

(B) Only I is implicit in die statement. 

(C) Only I and n are implicit in five statement 

(D) Only m and I are implidt in the statement. 

14. Following a statement, conclusions I and II are given. 
Which one of the four alternatives is correct? 

Statement: 

Philanthropes with their human compassion and zeal to help 


•i; 



the needy have contributed to human welfare in every society. { 
Conclusions. 

1. Rich persons are philanthropes. 

II Poor people cannot act as philanthropes. 

(A) Only I is implicit in the statement. 

(B) Both 1 and II are implicit. 

(C) Neither I nor II are implicit. 

(D) Only II is implicit. 

15. Following a question, statements I and II are given. 
Which one of the four alternatives is correct? 

Question. 

In which direction is statue of Vivekananda facing? 
Statements: 

I. The shadow of the statue falls towards east at 6 
o'clock in the evening. 

II. Thp statue is towards the western end of the city. 

(A) Only I is sufficient to answer the question. 

(B) Only II is sufficient to answer the question. 

(C) Both I and II are needed to answer the question 

(D) Both I and II are not sufficient to answer the 
question. 

16. Which one of the following figures represents the 
statement? 

'All the persons know English Few of them know Hindi 
also. Those who know Hindi know Bengali.' 


Answer Figures: 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 

19. Choose the correct water-image of the figure from 
responses given below: 



Answer Figures: 



(A) (B) (C) P) 



(A) 1 (B) 3 (C) 5 (D) 7 

18. Among the four answer figures, which can be formed 
from the cut-pieces given below? 




20. Which colour is opposite to yellow 7 




(A) Violet (B) ted fC) Purple (4) Blue 
21. A piece of circular paper is folded and cut as shown 
below. How will it appear when opened? Select your response 
from answer figures. 


CD B r,- <3 


Answer Figures: 





22. A triangular piece of paper is folded and punched as 
shown in the question figure. How will it appear when opened? 
Select your response from answer figures. 


» / , \ 

\ AL \ 


25. ( ? 

vEEv 

(A) 40 (B) 38 (C) 39 (D) 44 


Answer Figures: 

A 


v\ 

/v\ 

/*i*\ 

A 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 


Hi b 


(A) 47 
27. 


25 

(B) 49 


Directions: (Question Nos. 23 and 24) Which answer figure 
will complete die question figure? 


(C) 50 
5 

5 4 7 

4 4 4 

60 96 140 

(A) 4 (B) 6 (C) 8 (D) 9 

28. Find the word that cannot be formed from the letters in 
the word PHOTOSYNTHETIC. 

(A) THOSE (B) SCENT 

(C) PRONE (D) COTTON 

Directions: (Question Nos. 29 to 32) Select the related word/ 
number from the given alternatives. 

29. Touch : Feel:: Greet: ? 

(A) Smile (B) Acknowledge 

(C) Success (D) Manners 

30. TALE : LATE : : ? : CAFE 

(A) FACE (B) CAEF (C) CEFA (D) FEAC 

31. 3 : 243 :: 5 : ? 

(A) 405 (B) 465 (C) 3125 (D) 546 

32. 6 :18 :: 4 : ? 

(A) 2 (B) 6 (C) 9 (D) 16 

Directions: (Question Nos. 33 to 35) Select the related figure 
from the answer figures. 

Answer Figures: 

(h ^ H) 


(D) 57 



Answer Figures: 





Answer Figures: 


(D) 546 


K Directions: (Question Nos. 25 to 27) Find the missing number 
from the given alternatives. 


:: 
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Answer Figures: 



36. Which words of the following do not have the same 
relationship as between the words CHARITABLE and SELFISH? 

(A) ILLUMINATE and DARKEN 

(B) ADHERE and STICK TO 

(C) CHASTE and IMMORAL 

(D) SADISTIC and KINDHEARTED 

Directions: (Question Nos. 37 to 39) Find the odd word/ 
letters/number pair from the given responses. 

37. (A) Withdrawal 

(B) Deduction 

(C) Deposit 

(D) Debit 

38. (A) 62-37 

(B) 74-40 

(C) 85-60 

(D) 103-78 

39. (A) ABZY 

(B) BCYX 

(C) CDXW 

(D) DEVU 

Directions: (Question Nos. 40 and 41) From the given 
responses, find the odd figure out. 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 


5 a 5 8 

(A) (B) |C) ' (D) 

1 


Directions: (Question Nos. 42 and 43) From die alternatives,, 
select die set which is most like the given set. 

42. Given set 

(23, 29,37) 

(A) (17,21,29) 

(B) (31,37,49) 

(C) (13,15, 23) 

(D) (41,47,53) 

43. Given set 

(8,48,64) 

(A) (8,26,30) 

(B) (16,34,31) 

(C) (12, 24, 36) 

(D) (11,21,13) 

44. A series of figures are given which can be grouped into 
classes. From die responses, select the groups into which the 
figures can be classified. 




9 


(A) 2,5,9 

3,6,8 

1.4.7 

(B) 1,6,7 

3.5.8 

2 . 4.9 

(C) 2,5,9 

3.4.8 
1,6,7 

(D) 1,3,8 
2,4,6 

5 . 7.9 

Directions: (Question Nos. 45 and 46) Which one of die 
given responses would be a meaningful order of the following 
words? 

45. (a) Honey (6) Flower (c) Bee (d) Wax 

(A) b, a, d, c 

(B) b, c, a, d 
(Q d, c, b, a 

(D) a, c, d, b „ 

46. (1) Plant (2) Food (3) Seed (4) Leaf (5) Flower 

(A) 1,3,4,5,2 

(B) 3,2,4,5,1 

(Q 3,1,4,5,2 < > n ■. 

(D) 5,4,3,2,1 

47. Which one set of letters when sequentially placed eMhe 
gaps in die given letter series shall complete it? 
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I 


I 


o 





2X-TR—NLJ-—FD— 

(A) VPHB 

(B) VRHB 
(q UPJB 
(D) VPJB 

Direction*: (Question Nos. 48 to 50) From the given 
responses, find the missing number/date in the series. 

48. 10,100, 200,310, ? 

(A) 400 

(B) 410 
(Q 420 
(D) 430 

49. 4/12/95, 1/1/96, 29/1/96, 26/2/96,? 

(A) 24/3/96 ‘ 

(B) 25/3/96 
(Q 26/3/96 
(D) 27/3/% 

50. 2,3,10,29,66,? 

(A) 89 

(B) 99 
(Q 127 
(D) 130 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (C) The main square rotates clockwise and the black and 

white dots go round anti-clockwise completing the 
rotation and round in eight steps. 

2. (D) The dot haps round clockwise covering one more part of 

the hexagon with each step. 


3.(D) 



N 



4. (Q The order is B C E A l) 


5.(Q 


r 

A 


I 


6. (C) The amount of work and man-power is half. 

7. (A) Keep the alphabetsin front of you; each letter of the word 

has its code after a gap of one tetter. 

8. (B) The value of each letter is fixed according to its position 

in the alphabetical order and the values are added 
together. 

PAT would be 16 +1 + 20 and TAP 20 + 1 + 16 = 37. 

9. (C) Same as above, 

BAD is 2 + 1 + 4 « 7 and ANT 1 +14<> 20 * 35 

10. (B) Same as in question number 7. y 

11. (B) • 12. (Q 

13.'0*)f. ... ' 14. (Q 


15. (D) 


(g® 


Statements I and II, both independently confirm the site 
of the situation and there is an assumption that die statue 
is facing east since the city lies in that direction. But it Is 
not confirmed through statements. 

16. (A) The outer circle stands for English-knowing persons and 
the inner one for those who know Hindi and Bengali 


both. 


17. (C) 

18. (B) 

19. (C) 

20. (A) 

21. (C) 

22. (C) 

23. (B) 

24. (B) 


25. (B) 9 + 2 2 = 13; 13 + 3 2 = 22; hence 22 + 4 2 = 38. 

26. (B) The arrangement is l 1 ; 3 2 ; 5*, then 2 2 ; 4 2 ; 6 2 and finally 3 1 ; 

5* and T i.e. 49. 

27. (B) The arrangement is 3 x 5 x 4 = 60, 6 x 4 x 4 ® 96 and 

5x7x4 = 140. 

28. (C) The main word has no 'R'. 

29. (B) Both are related in the same way. 

30. (A) First and third letters interchange places. 

31. (A) The second number is 81 times of the first one. 

32. (D) The numbers have a difference of 12. 

33. (A) The figure tilts clockwise and the right-angle triangle 

changes direction. 

34. (A) The figure changes direction and turns upside down. The 

patterns interchange places and the cirlce remains where 
it was. 

35. (D) The arrows pointing towards left turn at an angle of 45°. 

36. (B) All the others are opposites while these two convey the 

same sense. 

37. (C) All the others are used in its opposite sense. 

38. (B) All the other pairs have a difference of 25. 

39. (D) The first two tetters in all the other sets have the same 

position in the alphabets from A as the last two have 
from Z. 

40. (A) In all the others, l/4th part of the figures is painted black. 

41. (C) All the others have foe same type of figure up and down. 

42. (D) All are prime numbers. 

43. (Q The numbers are divisible by 4. 

44. (C) The first set is formed with curves only, the second with 

straight lines and the thud with both. 

45. (B) 

46. (Q 

47. (A) The series is formed with gap of one letter between each 

two. 

48. (D) Go on adding 90, 100, 110, 120 to numbers 

respectively. 

49. (B) Each next date is foe 28th day from foe.previous date; i.e. 

both have a gap of 27 days. 

50. (Q The series is 0 3 + 2; l 3 + 2 * 3; 2 3 + 2 = 10; 3 3 + 2 = 29; 

4 3 4- 2 = 66, hence foe next one would be 5 3 + 2 = 127. 
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Test of Reasoning - 2 


Directions: Qs. 1-6. In each of the following questions, a 
number series is given. Below this series, a number is given 
followed by (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E). After understanding the 
pattern in die given number series, you have to form another 
number series in the same order, starting from the given 
number: 

1. 15 16 12 21 5 

23 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 



(D)7 


7 Which of the items has earned the maximum amount'’ 


(1) 11 (2) 13 (3) 14 

(4) 16 (5) None of these 

2 7 8 10 14 22 

11 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(E) 7 

(1) 32 (2) 48 (3) 38 

(4) 42 (5) None of these 

3. 3 4 6 10 18 

9 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at foe place of 
(E) 7 

(1) 314 (2) 302 (3) 226 

(4) 198 (5) None of these 

4. 11 10 18 51 200 

7 (A) (B) (Q (D) (E) 

Which of foe following numbers will come at foe place of 
(C)? 

(1) 29 (2) 32 (3) 27 

(4) 41 (5) None of these 

5. 3 9 27 4 16 

7 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of , 
(B)? 

(1) 343 (2) 21 (3) 63 

(4) 312 (5) None of these 

6. 2 8 16 64 128 * 

3 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(Q? 

(1) % (2) 48 (3) 64 

(4) 124 (5) None of these 

Directions: Qs. 7-13. The following table is the record of 
quarterly sale of a shop selling some of the sports-items. The 
chart coven five items, with the rate per piece and number of 
items sold. Study the table and answer the questions that 
follow: , 


(1) hockey (2) bat (3) leather ball 
(4) cork ball (5) foot-ball 

8. The sale of first quarterly is how much more or less 
than foe second quarterly 7 

(1) Rs 250 more (2) Rs 350 less (3) Rs 50 less 
(4) Rs 450 more (5) The sale is foe same 

9. The amount received by foe sale of foe cork-balls during 
foe whole year is .. 

(1) Rs 59800 (2) Rs 59200 (3) Rs 68100 
(4) Rs 67200 (5) None of these 

10. If foe owner of the shop earns Rs 12 per bat, how much 
amount did he earn during foe year through the sale of this 
particular item? 

(1) Rs 4920 (2) Rs 4824 (3) Rs 4800 

(4) Rs4776 (5) None of these 

11. What is the difference in the amount received by foe 
sale of bats and hockeys at foe end of foe year? 

(1) Rs 8200 (2) Rs 7850 (3) Rs 12150 

(4) Rs 9100 (5) None of these 

12 How much amount was received by the sale of foe items 
during foe third quarterlies, i e July to September? 

(1) Rs 79500 (2) Rs 82500 (3) Rs 79850 

(4) Rs 81850 (5) None of these 

13 If foe whole amount that was sold during foe year was 
purchased for Rs 1,80,000, what approximately has been foe 
annual percentage of profit? 

(1) 63.2% (2) 71.2% (3) 58.8% 

(4) 605% (5) None of these 

Directions: Qs. 14 to 16 are based on the following 
diagram in which the big square numbered 1 represents 
women, the circle represents married women* the triangle 
represents those who are in government service and' the 
rectangle represents the section who have their own private 
business. Each section of the diagram is numbered. Answer 
the questions given below foe diagram on the basis qjf foe 
study of foe diagram. , 


182 ■ SEPTEMBER 1999 ft iHk COMPETITION MASTER 




14. Which of the section does number 8 represent? 

(1) Married women who have their own private business. 

(2) Unmarried women who have government jobs. 

(3) Married women who are in government jobs. 

(4) Married women who have a business of their own as 
well as a government job. 

(5) None of these 

15. The number representing the section of women who are 
unmarried but have a government job as well as some business 
of their own is. 

(1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 8 (5) None of these 

16. The number representing married women who neither 
have a job nor own a business is: 

(1) 5 (2) 6 (3) 7 (4) 8 (5) None of these 
Directions: Qs. 17-24. In each of the following questions, i 
a pair of words is given that have a definite relationship 
between them. Your task is to find out from the given options, 
the pair of words with a similar relationship between them. 

17. lungs: ribs. 

(1) lips : teeth (2) shirt. neck-tie 

(3) food : stomach (4) nut: shell 

(5) tree: fruit 

18. compass: direction. 

(1) dock : time (2) mercury • thermometer 

(3) rhyme : poetry t4) balance . weigh 

(5) spade; dig 

19. garnet: topaz. 

(1) gold : ornament (2) diamond : ring 

(3) water : cloud (4) boat: ship 


(1) shoe: foot (2) emotion : sentiment 

(3) ink: pen (4) scissors: cut 

(5) light: sun 

25. Four of the five equations given below and numbered 
(1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) are exactly equal while one is different. 
You have to find this odd-man out; 

(3) {(3 + 4) 1 + 9| * 29 -1 ; 

(4) ^xf-2 

® ( f*14 , + ( M X 2 ): - 11 

Directions: Qs. 26-28. Study the diagram given below 
carefully and answer the questions that follow: 



26. What is the toal of numbers that are inclusive in A and 
B with no interference of C and A and C with no interference of 
B? 

(1) 76 (2) 54 (3) 64 (4) 61 (5) None of these 

27 If the total of numbers indusive in the common set of A, 
B and C is deducted from the total of the numbers exclusive in 
A, B and C, the result would be ... 

(1) 62 (2) 65 (3) 69 (4) 74 (5) None of these 

28 What is the total of foe numbers that are inclusive in 
sets of two? 


(5) ostrich: peacock 

20. expectation: anticipation. 

(1) reservation: consideration 

(2) punishment: law (3) investigate: crime 

(4) blood : relations (5) destruction: demolition 

Zl. justice: partiality. 

(1) education : learning (2) wit: dullness 

(3) ellipse : circle (4) alert: careful 

(5) ecology: environment 

22. yard: metre. 

(1) centimetre : centigrade (2) temperature : pressure 
.(3). gallon : litre (4) distance: length 

(?) space: sky 

23. petal: flower. 

(l)!screen:TV (2) chair : fqmiture 

& jpaper: woodpulp (4) cotton: clothes 
(5) money: buy 

24. vehicle: travel 


(1) 76 (2) 68 (3) 64 (4) 63 (5) None of these 

Directions: Qs. 29-33 are based on the information given 
below: 

Five persons A, B, C, D and E work as manager, receptionist, 
accountant, CA and fashion designer and have hobbies of 
painting, cooking, bird-watching, gardening and reading but not 
in the same order. 

B and D do not like cooking or reading nor they are CA or 
fashion-designer. 

C is not an accountant. 

D and E are neither accountant nor manager. 

Painter is foe receptionist and bird-watcher foe fashion 
designer. 

C and E are not interested in gardening nor they are fashion 
designer. 

The CA loves cooking. 

29. What is A's hobby? 
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(1) painting (2) cooking (3) bird-watching 

(4) gardening (5) reading 

30. Who is the receptionist? 

(1) B (2) C (3) D (4) E (5) Data inadequate 

31 What is E by profession? 

(1) manager (2) receptionist (3) accountant 
(4) CA (5) fashion designer 

32. Whose hobby is painting 7 

(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) E 

33. Which of the following statements is wrong 7 

(1) The accountant is interested in reading 

(2) D is receptionist (3) B and E are not manager 

(4) Manager is not interested in gardening 

(5) None of the above 

34. In a series of three numbers that add up to 160, the 
difference between the first two numbers is 50 less than the third 
number and thp ratio between the first and the third number is 
1 ■ 6 What is the second number? 

(1) 48 (2) 55 (3) 65 (4) 60 (5) None of these 

35. A started from point P at 7 A.M. at the speed of 4 km 
per hour At what time should B start from point P so as to catch 
A at 8.45 A M. 7 The speed of B is 5 km per hour 

(1) 7 24 A.M (2) 7.21A.M. (3) 728 AM 

(4) 7.32 A M (5) None of these 

Directions: Qs. 36-40. Each of the following questions has 
three elements with some relationship among them. This 
relationship is depicted through sketches drawn against (1), 

(2), (3), (4) and (5), but not in the same order. Each geometrical 
figure represents one of the items irrespective of its size and 
shape. Your task is to match the right parts. 

36. Asia Kami - India 


a O □ 
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SYLLOGISMS 


37. reptiles : python lizard 

38. cake : rasagulla sugar 

39. Earth Moon : Mars 

40. Africa : Maoris: Pygmies 



In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem at variance with 
commonly known facts Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of them logically follow from the statements, disregarding 
commonly known facts 
Statements: 

41 1 Some kings were brave. 

2 All kings were rich. 


Conclusions: 

I. The kings who were not brave were rich. 

II brave kings were not rich. 

HI. No one other than kings was brave. 

IV. All rich persons became kings. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only II follows. 

(3) Only I and IV follow. 

(4) Either HI or IV follows • 

(5) None follows, 

Statements 

42.1. All mountains are glaciers 
2. All glaciers are rivers. 

Conclusions- 

I All mountains are rivers. 

II All rivers are glaciers 

III Some glaciers are mountains 

IV The glaciers that are mountains are not nvers 

(1) Only 1 follows 

(2) Only I and II follow 

(3) Only I and III follow 

(4) Either III or IV follows 

(5) Only II and IV follows 
Statements 

43.1 All pistols are guns 
2 Some guns are bombs 
Conclusions 

I Every gun is either pistol or bomb. 

II. Some pistols are bombs. 

ID. All guns are pistols 

IV. No bomb is a pistol 

(1) Only I and II follow. 

(2) Only HI and IV follow. 

(3) Only I follows 

(4) Either II or IV follows 

(5) Either 1 or III follows 
Statements. 

44.1. Some caps are helmets. 

2. Some turbans are helmets. 

Conclusions- 

I. Some helmets are caps as well as turbans, 
n. Every helmet is either a cap or a turban. 

Ill Some helmets are neither cap nor turban. 

IV. The helmets that are caps are not turbans. 

(1) Only I and II follow. 

(2) Either I or II follows. 

(3) Only m and IV follow. 

(4) All the four follow 

(5) Only any one of the four follows. * 
Statements 

45. 1. Some tyres are horns. 

2. Some horns are drivers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some tyres are drivers, 
n. Some horns are not tyres. 
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HI. No driver is a tyre. 

IV. All drivers are horns. 

(1) Only I and II follow. 

(2) Only HI and IV follow. 

(3) Either I or HI follows. 

(4) Either II or IV follows. 

(5) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All books are dictionaries. 

2. All inks are dictionaries. 

Conclusions: 

1. All books are inks. 

II. All dictionaries are books as well as inks. 

III. Some inks are not dictionaries. 

IV. Every dictionary is either a book or an ink. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only II follows. 

(3) Only UI follows. 

(4) Only IV follows. 

(5) None follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Only those boys play foot-ball who do not play tennis. 

2. All tennis players are short. 

Conclusions: 

1. All foot-ball players are tall. 

II. Tall persons can't play foot-ball, 
m. All short persons play tennis. 

IV. No boy plays tennis as well as foot-ball. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only II follows. 

(3) Only III follows. 

(4) Only IV follows. 

(5) None follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Among sue poles, F is higher than A but lower than 

C which is not as high as B is. 

2. D is higher than E but shorter than A. 

Conclusions: 

I. D is shorter than C. 

II. B is the highest. 

UI. F is higher than D. 

IV. E is the shortest. 

(1) Only I, n, and HI follow. 

(2) Only n, IH and IV follow. 

(3) Only I, in and IV follow. * 

(4) Only I, n and IV follow. 

(5) All the four follow. 

lit each question given below a statement is followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, II and 111, An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which Of the answers is correct. 


two years' 'military training.' 

Assumptions: 

I. Unless a person has had military training, his 
speculations cannot be right where army strategies 
are concerned. 

E The present Defence Minister has taken the training. 

IH. This valuable suggestion will be accepted and added 

to our Constitution. > 

(1) Only 1 is implicit. 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only III is implicit. 

(4) Either I or III is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. 'Spirituality, defined as a belief in a higher power that 

gives life a meaning, improves overall health and may prolong 
life', a published study. - 

Assumptions: 

I. The span of life to some extent depends upon the 
way we live. 

II. Persons who are away from spirituality are 
not healthy and have short lives. 

IH. An inner power provides a strength that helps in 
overall living, hence health and longivity are its 
natural results. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only n is implicit: 

(3) Only in is implicit. 

(4) Only I and in are implicit. 

(5) Only n and HI are implicit. 

Statement: 

51. The modem architects are giving great weightage to the ; 
ancient Indian 'Vastu Shastra'. 

Assumptions: 

1. The modem study of architecture lacks the depth of 
old wisdom. 

II. In the good old days, the technology of designing 
buildings was much more advanced as compared 
to the modern era. 

IH. Old buildings, made according to 'Vastu Shastra' . 
are more comfortable than new ones. 

(1) Only I is implicit. (2) Only 11 is implicit. 

(3) Only HI is implicit. (4) Any one of die three is 

(5) None is implicit. implicit. ■' 

Statement: :■ 1; 

52. Trains with speeds ranging from 250 to 300 kmph have 
been proposed for selected routes in India. 

Assumptions: 

I. Trains at present are not running at such a high 
speed. ' 

H. The cost of these trains would be higher titan the 
cost of conventional ones. 

IH These trains will accommodate more passengers 


>tatement: 

49. Some of the knowledgeable and eminent citizens' 
suggestion, 'All future Defence Ministers should undergo at least 


than the present-day trains. 
(1) Oily I is implicit. 
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(2) Only I and D are implicit. 

(3) Either I or II is implicit. 

(4) Only HI is implicit. (5) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

53. Most of the judicial world is against the women 
organisations' campaign for mercy to women convicts 
Assumptions: 

I. There should be no discrimination on gender basis 
where crimes are concerned. 

II. Basically women are not criminals. 

ID. The judges are unnecessarily harsh and strict where 
women criminals are concerned. 

(1) Only I is implicit. (2) Only 0 is implcit. 

(3) Either I or in is implicit. (4) Only IQ is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

' Statement: 

54. Tremor-resistant houses are being erected in Chamoli, 
while most of the residents are living in canvas tents. 
Assumptions: 

I. The cost of constructing these houses is less than 
the other houses. 

Q. Most of the houses m the area are a heap of debris 
due to recent earthquakes. 

IQ. More earthquakes are expected in the area. 

(1) Only I and Q are implicit. 

(2) Only Q and ffl are implicit. 

(3) Only I and m are implicit. 

(4) All are implicit. 

(5} Only any one of the three is implicit. 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (2) Go on adding and subtracting l 2 ,2 J , 3 2 ,4 2 from numbers 

respectively, i e 23 + 1 J ; 24 - 2 J ; 20 + 3 J ; 29 - 4 2 ... 

2. (4) Go on adding 1, 2,4,8 ... to numbers. 

3. (3) Each number is double -2 of the preceding number. 

4. (3) The series is, 11 x 1 -1 = 10; 10 x2 -2 = 18; 18 x 3 -3... | 

5. (1) The pattern is: 3; 3 2 ; 3 3 ; 4; 4 2 ; 4 3 ... hence 7; 7 s ; T, 8 ... 

6. (1) The pattern is, 2 x4 * 8; 8 x 2 * 16; 16 x 4 = 64; 

64x2 = 128. 

7. (3) It is Rs 86750. 

8. (1) Jan to Mar, Rs 74550 and Apr to June Rs 74300. 

9. (4) 10. (2) Rs 12 on 402 bats. 

11. (4) Bats Rs 60300 - hockeys Rs 51200. 

12 . ( 2 ) 

13. (1) There is Rs 113800 profit on Rs 180000 

i.e. Rs 293800 - Rs 180000. 

14. (3) 15. (2) 16. (3) 

17. (4) Ore is protected by the other. 

18. (1) One element helps in finding out the other. 

19. (5) Both belong to the same category—stone : bird. 

20. (5) Both convey foe same sense with a little different shade. 

21. (2) They are opposite faces of the same coin. 

22. (3) Both are units of measurement for measuring the same 

type of element. 


23. (1) One is a part of the other. 

24. (4) One is a medium for doing foe other. 

25. (4) 26. (2) 27. (4) 28. (1) 29. (3) 

30. (3) 31. (4) 32. (4) 33. (1) 

34. (2) The series is 15 :55 : 90. 

35. (2) The distance is 7 km. A, 1 hr 45 mts and B, 1 hr 24 mts. 

36. (4) Kargil is in India and India in Asia. 

37. (1) Two are different members of the same general category 

38. (5) Sugar is the common dement in both. 

39. (3) All are different bodies. 

40. (2) Pygmies live in Africa but Maoris are in Australia. 

The best way to answer the next type of ijuestions is by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then reach the fool-proof 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective of its 
size Here are a few examples to help you 
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49. (1) 50. (4) 51. (5) 52. (2) 53. (1) 

54. (2) 
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Notional Nows 


INDIA-PAKlfTAN 

Kargil vacated bat conflict 

continues 

T HE Indian Army had to use over 16 
Infantry battalions (about 16,000 
soldiers), assisted by sixty pieces of Bofors 
howitzers, multi-barrel rocket launchers 
and, of course, the air support, to dislodge 
approximately 1000 Pakistani intruders 
from Kargil heights The international 
pressure, especially from USA, finally 
forced Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif to call-off the operation 
Poliowing the de-escalation of 
conflict Mr Sharif invited the Indian Prune 
Minister for a face-to-face talks 'without 
wasting any time" However, India made 
it clear that talks can be resumed orvl\ 
after complete sanctity ot LoC is restored 
and Pakistan completely stops its support 
to cross-border terrorism While there is 
no more direct confrontation at Kargil 
heights, Pakistan has continued to shell 
Indian positions all along the LoC Also, 
the terrorist activities m Jammu and 
Kashmir have been stepped-up 
In a startling disclosure, BSF's 
Inspector General in Baramullah in J & K 
has claimed that over 1200 foreign 
militants have occupied the high ridges 
on the Indian side of LoC Armed with 
latest weapons and sophisticated 
communication systems, these militants 
are lodged in the border districts of 
Kupwara and Baramullah 

The militants announced their 
presence with three major strikes m the 
first week of August Chi August 6, mji 
pre-dawn attack, militants stormed an 

Do Yea Know... 

India's literacy rate has increased to 62 
per cent, recording an increase of 10 
per cent since the last census in 1991, 
according to the national sample survey 
Literacy in West Bengal has shot up from 
58 to 72 per cent. 


Under pressure from ttie U$ tod fc alee enter the ffoktiran nuclear tests, World 
Bank landing to India registered a massive decline from $ 1,068 million in 
1988 to $ 400 million fbrtfie DsoaM9G9. 

The International Development Association (IDA) lending to India also declined 
sharply from $ 1073 nvKierun 1996 to $654million for the fiscal year ended dune 30, 
1999 

Lending from the two international agencies put together showed a decline of a 
whopping $ 1,087 million between 1998and 1999. The two are associate institutions 

In fiscal 1999, IheBank and IDA commitments to Ihcfia were for a totaf$ 1,054 
million By contrast, in 1998, the World Bank and IDA lendings to India 
totalled $ 2,141 million 

Under its charter, the Bank fs an apolitical body deciding on projects without 
political influence brought to bear by member-States. However, the figures show the 
gap between theory and reality 


army camp and engaged troops m a fierce 
face-to-face encounter that left five 
armymen, including an officer, dead On 
August 7, a Kashtnya Rifles Colonel was 
killpd in a broad daylight ambush This 
was followed by an attack on army 
brigade HQ on August 8 The HQ was 
located eight kilometres from Kupwara 
town The militants were equipped with 
sophisticated weapons, including rocket- 
launchers and UMGs 

Ibe Trehgam area of Kupwara district, 
around which all the attacks took place, had 
been free from militancy since 1994 

The stepped up militant activity has 
proved that Pakistan is hell bent in 
continuing to create trouble m Kashmir 
and its withdrawal of hostilities in Kargil 
sector can be taken up a tactical in face of 
international pressure 

Inquiry committee to probe Kargil 
conflict set up On July 24,1999, the 
government set-up a 4-member non- 
statutory inquiry committee, headed by 
noted defence analyst K Subrahmamam, 
to review the events that led to Pakistani 
incursions in Kargil Other members of 
the panel are Lt Gen K K Hazan (retd), 
noted journalist B G Verghese and 
national security council secretary Sabsh 
Chandra 

The panel would also recommend 
requisite measures to safeguard national 
security against such lapses as took place 
m Kargil 

However, the Opposition parties and 
experts from vanous fields have dubbed 
the rnquiiy committee as merely an 
eyewash 

(Also see Cover Story page 149) 


DiiAimi 

Mora thaa 400 41s la a major rail 


O N August 2,1999, a major tragedy 
took place when the speeding 
Brahmaputra Mail collided head-on with 
the Awadh Assam Express at Gaisal 
station in North Bengal More than 400 
people, mostly security personnel, died in 
the accident This was the sixth major 
railway tragedy in 1999, and the worst in 
history of Indian railways The worst part 
was that the tragedy took place on a 
double track route 

Due to a human errot, v\ hich 
apparently took place about 17 km north 
of the scene of accident, in the vicinity of 
Kishengunj station m Bihar, the Awadh 
express was put on to the wrong track 
and the elaborate safety rules that should 
have been followed, and are explicitly 
stated in manuals, were thrown mto the 
winds from this point onwards 

The driver of Awadh express covered 
17 km at a great speed and was noticed by 
at least 14 other signalling and station 
staff, but no one bothered to alert him It 
is also strange that the driver of Awadh 
express did not notice that he was on the 
wrong track Being a regular on the track 
he should have noticed, not just on the 
basis of memory but the fact that the 
signal lights on this track were all looking 
the other way 

lucnoNt 

NIMwMi 

O N August 3,1999, the Election 
Commission announced a revised 
Lok Sabha poll schedule spread over five 
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IMBBHBBr*" Economic News 


New System for Rating Foreign 
The Reserve Bank of Inda has turned the heat on foreign banks operating in 
Incfia. The Central Bank has decided to rate foreign banks on a system called CACS 
(Capital adequcy, Asset quality, Compliance and Systems), The rating model Is to be 
operationalised during the inspection cycle beginning July 1999, 

The rating system marks a departure from the CAMELS model Capital 
adequacy, Asset quality, Management, Earnings, Liquidity and Systems—used for 
State-run banks. * 

Based on tire composite ratings, a foreign bank will be rated from ‘A' to 'O’ in 
descending order of performance, and they will imply the following: 

A: the bank is sound in every respect and gives no cause for supervisory 
concern; 

B: the bank is fundamentally sound and its operations are satisfactory. However, 
there are modest weaknesses and for which supervisory responses is limited to 
minor adjustments; 

C: the bank exhibits a combination of financial, operational or compliance 
weaknesses ranging from the moderately severe to unsatisfactory. Failure may only 
be a remote possibility, but the bank gives cause for supervisory concern and 
requires more than normal supervision to tackle deficiencies; and * 

0: the bank has serious financial, operational and managerial weaknesses; it 
warrants a definite plan for corrective action. The bank requires close supervisory 
monitoring and financial surveillance. In critical cases that makes probability of failure 
high In the Immedate future, the bank would require urgent aid from its shareholders 
or financial assistance from other sources to avoid liquidation or restructuring. 
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phases from September 5 to October 3, 
1999. The original schedule announced on 
July 11 clashed with festivals and posed 
administrative and logistic problems. 

The poll dates will now be September 
5,11,18,25 and October 3. Counting will 
begin on October 6 instead of October 5. 
The earlier schedule was September 4,11, 
17,24 and October 1. 

The Commission also announced that 
simultaneous Assembly elections will be 
held in Karnataka, Sikkim, Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Arunachal 
Pradesh. Assembly bye-elections would 
be held in eight States with the election 
process expected be over by October 10. 

While Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, J & K, 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh will 
have a three-day poll, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Onssa, Rajasthan 
and Tamil Nadu will vote in two phases. 
All other States and Union Territories will 
go the polls in a single phase. 

The five-day election, spread over 
four weeks, was necessitated not only by 
the extra-ordinary situation prevailing in 
Jammu and Kashmir but also due to 
seasonal factors. 

The forthcoming elections are 
dubbed as India's longest elections. 

Meanwhile, the Union Cabinet has 
approved the promulgation of an 
ordinance to enable Kashmiri migrants to 
cast their vote by postal ballot in coming 
Lok Sabha elections. The ordinance will 
amend the Representation of People Act, 
1951. Similar ordinances were passed 
before 19% and 1998 polls also. 

INDIA-USA 
A big bMif to IIh 

I NDIA and United States look set to 
enter a 'qualitatively new relationship' 
in post-Kargil era. This new breakthrough 

Do You Know... 

The Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for 
various Kharif crops, including paddy, 
pulses, oilseeds and cotton, have been 
increased by Rs 25 to Rs 145. The MSP 
for paddy (common variety) is now Rs 
490 per quintal while for Jowar, bajra, 
maixe and ragi the MSP has bean 
increased to Rs 415 per quintal, up from 
Rs 390 fixed last year 


came after a meeting between Indian 
External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh 
and US Secretary of State Madeline 
Albright on sidelines of ARF meeting at 
Singapore. 

The discussion between the two 
leaders was the first since they met 
exactly a year ago on the sidelines of the 
same Asian Regional Forum meeting in 
Manila, in the aftermath of India's nuclear 
tests. That meeting was a "frosty" one, 
where Albright made no bones about 
expressing America’s disapprobation on 
New Delhi's nuclear adventure. But, this 
one was a "cordial" one. 

After Jaswant Singh briefed Albright 
on Kargil, Albright said US fully 
understood how the Kargil intrusions 
'damaged the Lahore process'. 

Later, US asked Pakistan to withdraw 
its troops from remaining areas of Kargil, 
immediately stop acts of terrorism in 
Jammu and Kashmir and push for the 
"Lahore process" while emphasising the 
need for "some movement" on the 
Kashmir issue. 

During the meeting, Mr Singh, 
however, made it clear that the 
resumption of Indo-Pak dialogue 


depended on the stoppage of cross-border 
terrorism by Pakistan and Islamabad 
undoing the damage caused to mutual 
trust by its actions in Kargil. 

Albright, firmly ruled out any US 
role in resolving Indo-Pak issues. 

India has also been invited by the US 
to become a permanent member of the 
Core Group cm Initiative on Community 
of Democracies, a new forum floated by 
the US for engaging the international 
community against terrorism and 
dictatorship. The two sides would enter 
into discussions on a joint campaign 
against terrorism, after considerable 
identity of views was found on how 
terrorism and fundamentalism could 
threaten national interests of both 
countries. 

While US did raise the issue of 
signing of CTBT, Jaswant Singh made 
clear that only a new government would 
be able to decide on signing file CTBT. 
However, he declared that the NPT would 
be a "no-entry zone". 

Meanwhile, the US Congress has 
authorised President Bit) Clinton to waive 
for one moreyeto the sanctions Imposed 
on India and Pakistan after the two 
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months ahead of its term, on the 
recommendation of the Mukut Mithi 
cabinet, to enable simultaneous polls 
along with the coming Lok Sabha 
elections. 

The decision to hold simultaneous 
polls was taken to minimise expenditure 
as the tenure of the assembly would 
expire in March, 2000. 

KARNATAKA 

Nous* dissolved following split in 
ruling ID 

O N July 22,1999, in a day of dramatic 
development, the Karnataka 
Governor dissolved the State Assembly on 
recommendation of the Chief Minister 
J.H. Patel. 

The Chief Minister's action was 
perceived as a master-stroke that pre¬ 
empted a move by the Dewe Gowda 
loyalists to test the strength of the 
government on the floor of the House. 

The move followed a split in the 
Janata Dal following sharp differences 
over the issue of alliance with the BJP-led 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA). 

Elections for the Assembly seats will 
now be held simultaneously with the Lok 
Sabha elections in September, 1999. Mr 
Patel will continue as the caretaker Chief 
Minister till that time. 

HARYANA 

Chautala bacouios CM 

O N July 24,1999, the Indian National 
Lok Dal President Om Prakash 
Chautala was sworn in as the 17th Chief 
Minister of Haryana. Mr Chautala has 
become the Chief Minister for the fourth 
time. 

Later, Mr Chautala proved his 
majority in the Assembly with support of 
53 MLAs—22 INLD, 17 HVP(D), 10 BJP 
and six independents. Mr Chautala heads 
the INLD-Haryana Vikas Party(D) 
coalition government with the BJP 
supporting it from outside. 

Do You Know... 

The Kwozulu Natal Low Society in Africa 
has apologised posthumously to 
Mahatma Gandhi for opposing his 1894 
application to become a lawyer for being 
a non-white. 


The formation of a new government 
came in wake of resignation of HVP 
government led by Mr Bansi Lai on July 
21, just before the commencement of the 
assembly session convened to enable his 
government to seek a no-confidence vote. 

Mr Bansi Lai's trouble started on 
June 22 when the BJP withdrew its 
support reducing his government to a 
minority. However, the Chief Minister 
proved his majority in the assembly on 
June 25 with the Congress support. Mr 
Bansi Lai had then assured the Congress 
that he would abide by advice of 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi. 

Later, he refused to dissolve the 
Assembly as desired by Ms Gandhi, 
leading to Congress withdrawing support 
on July 14. 

NAGALAND 

Cuusufiru nt«id«l by one your 

T HE ongoing ceasefire in Nagaland was 
extended by an year on July 28,1999, 
following an agreement between the 
Union government and the National 
Socialist Council (NSCN-1M). The present 
ceasefire agreement was to expire on July 
31. 

This announcement has brightened 
the chances of talks on substantive issues 
between the two sides, after the 
completion of the ensuing Lok Sabha 
elections. 

The Centre had first announced a 
three-month long ceasefire in Nagaland 
with the NSCN(IM) from August 1997 
during Mr I.K. Gujral's stint as Prime 
Minister. It was extended periodically for 
three months three times before the 
Vajpayee government clinched a deal with 
the NSCN(IM) to extend the agreement 
for one year in August 1998. 

MTINTf CONTROVERSY 
Mura plants patented 

A US firm has patented Karela (bitter 
gourd), jamun (syzimium cumini) and 
brinjal for anti-diabetic properties despite 
their use being mentioned in several 
Indian texts. 

There has been a mad rush by MNCs 
to collect patents on germplasms of plant 
varieties located in less-developed 
countries. Once patented, these varieties 
become the property of patent holder, 
until the fime the patent expires. Under 


the EMR (Exclusive Marketing Rights) it 
would no longer be necessary fat patent 
holder to apply separately to each, country 
for patent rights. The irony of such 
patenting is that patented products 
processed by foreign countries would 
now have to be purchased by Indians who 
are used to getting these free in nature. 
The most talked about case of such bio¬ 
piracy has been the patenting of neem tree 
and haldi. However, in case of haldi, the 
US medical school was forced to revoke 
patent on its use for healing wounds in 
1987 after Indian protest. 

POLITICAL 

Thackeray locus right to vote 

UOHIV Sena supremo Bal Thackeray has 
JPbeen disenfranchised for six years. 

The decision was taken by the 
commission after the Supreme Court 
upheld an order of the Mumbai High 
Court finding Mr Thackeray guilty of 
inciting hatred among communities 
during an election speech. 

As per the law, President K.R. 
Narayanan had referred the Supreme 
Court order to the commission to decide 
on the quantum of penalty to be imposed 
on Mr Thackeray. 

Now, Mr Thackeray will not be 
entitled to vote in any election till the 
expiry of the*six-year period. ■ 

the order of the F,C disenfranchising 
Mr Thackeray will be effective from 
December 11,1995. 

The EC order pertains to certain 
electoral malpractices committed by Mr 
Thackeray and Yashwant Prabhu in the 
1987 Vile Parle assembly by-elections 
where they made inflammatory speeches. 

The Bombay High Court in 1991, had 
held them guilty of misusing religion 
during campaign. While Mr Prabhu was 
disqualified for six years on the basis of 
the High Court verdict, the Sena appealed 
against the verdict in the Supreme Court 
which in 1995 held Mr Thackeray guilty. 

Lok Sboktl, fonratu Morgo with ID 
group * 

I N a significant electoral development, 
the Lok Shak’ti and the Samata Party 
have decided to merge with Sharad 
Yadav-J.H. Patel faction df the' Janata Bal, 
which spftt-onjuly 21,1999 following' 
sharp differences over the issue of affiance 
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CHINA-IAIWAN 

CUm trams Mum of lavasloa 

T AIWANESE President Lee-Teng Hui 
angered Bejing when he sought to 
redefine relations between China and 
Taiwan as those between two States. 

This prompted China to restate its 
right to unify the country by force. 

China's ruling Communist party said the 
reunification of Taiwan with mainland 
was a 'historical task' and anyone who 
dared to challenge the 'one-China' 
principle is doomed to fail. China also 
warned Taiwan of invasion if the island 
declared independence. 

The remarks of Lee saying that 
Taiwan could embrace only a democratic 
China caused further tension. In turn, 
Chinese foreign ministry declared that 
China did not recognise Lee as Taiwan's 
President. China also began military 
exercises near the Taiwan strait. 

The closest the two sides have come 
in recent years to a military confrontation 
was in March 19% when President 
Clinton of USA had sent a naval battle- 
group to the Taiwan straits to deter 
Beijing's war games. 

Those exercises followed what 
China regarded as Lee's provocative 
efforts to raise Taiwan's international 
profile, notably with a 1995 trip to the 
US. 

Washington broke off diplomatic tie 
with Taipei (capital of Taiwan) in favour 
of Beijing in 1979, but has never stated 
whether it would defend Taiwan in event 
of a Chinese attack and continues to sell it 
defensive weapons. 

China and Taiwan have been 
governed separately since the Nationalist 
Army of Chiang Kai-Shek fled to the 
island of Taiwan after losing a bitter civil 
war to Mao Zedong’s communists on the 
mainland. j 

(Also see Special Feature on page 122) f 


Asia to have 64 m nat users 

According to a study, published by the Hong Kong-based Goldman §echs 
Investment Research, the msnber of mtemst users in Asia is forecast to increase tp v 
64 million by 2003. This wiR be a 40 per cent Compounded Annual Growth Rate 
(CASH). This Is twice as much as tie growth expected in the US during the same 
period. 

The study also .forecasts that Asia would generate around $ 32 billion in e- 
commerce sales and help Net advertising to become a$ 1.5 billion industry by J&04. 

The report predicted that by 2003 China, South Korea, India and Australia would 
represent 70 per cento! all Asia-Pacific Net users. 

Asia’s internet scene, the report says, tags behind US by two-three years, but the 
gap is bridging rapidly. 


MIDDU IAST 

IS-omoNi deadline fer peace 

A FTER Ehud Barak was sworn in as 
Israel's new Prime Minister on July 6, 
1999, he promised to launch parallel peace 
negotiations with the Palestinians, Syria 
and Lebanon and to strengthen ties with 
the two States at peace with Israel—Egypt 
and Jordan. 

Barak met Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, both of whom reaffirmed their 
commitment to end a century of conflict 
between their peoples. 

Barak committed to carry out the 
Wye Peace accord, but said that he would 
like to delay some elements of the accord 
until the two sides negotiate a so-called 
final status agreement covering the 
permanent borders and powers of the 
Palestinian land. Arafat insisted that Israel 
halt all construction of Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories where 
Palestinians hope to create a State of their 
own. 

The Wye accord was signed in 
October 1998 by Barak's hardline 
predecessor Benjamin Netanyahu who 
later suspended the deal in December, 
1998, accusing the Palestinians of ignoring 
their end of bargain. 

Barak and US President Bill Clinton 
have set a timetable of 15 months to 
achieve comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East. They have agreed to meet 
once in four months to clinch peace by the 
time President Clinton leaves office in 
January 2001. This new breakthrough 
came during Barak's visit to US. 

Israel has said it was also ready to 
revive talks with Syria at the point they 
were broke off in February 1996; a key 
condition laid down by Damascus. 


Israel's then labour government had 
agreed in principle to withdraw from 
occupied Golan Heights. But no 
agreement was concluded on the scope of 
the pull back or the security and other 
arrangements Syria was willing to offer in 
exchange for the Golan Heights. 

Golan Heights were seized by Israel 
in 1967 war and annexed in 1981. 

Barak has indicated a willingness to 
cede most Golan, if not all of the territory, 
in exchange for a peace accord with 
significant security guarantees. 

Barak has said that peace with Syria 
depended on what Syrian President Hafez 
Assad was willing to do in return for an 
Israeli withdrawal from Golan. 

Barak also wants to withdraw Israeli 
troops from south Lebanon withm an 
year, as a part of an overall deal with 
Syria, the main power broker in Lebanon. 

But, Barak told President Clinton that 
Israel would not return to the pre-1967 
lines—its boundaries before capturing the 
West Bank Gaza and Golan Heights in the 
Middle East war in 1967. 

PAKISTAN 

Problem after Kargil 

P AKISTAN'S misadventure in Kaigil is 
likely to have far-reaching 
consequences for its internal, as well as 
external affairs. According to analysts, as 
Pakistan was virtually divided on 
religious, sectarian and ethgic lines, Kargil 
was aimed at uniting people in name of 
Kashmir. But Pakistan action in Kargil will 
boomerang as is evident from the reaction 
of militant organisations after the pull out 
of intruders from Kargil . 

The fundmenta&tJmtmH^mi 
held a "miffiOh march" in Lahore toberete 




Prune Minister Nawaz Sharif for the 
» Kargil fiasco. Janunat accused Sharif of 
bowing to pressure from Washington and 
betraying Islam by undermining Muslim 
militants battUqg Indian rule in Kashmir. 

The ethnic problem in Sindh and 
Baluchistan is becoming worse. Violent 
clashes between Sindhis and Mohajirs and 
the MQM factional fights have become 
frequent. 

Arrests of journalists and closure of 
newspapers make regular news. 

The economic situation in Pakistan is 
also not good. In fact. Opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto has accused Sharif of 
destroying Pakistan's economy and has 
called for investigation into how money 
provide by International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) was being utilised. 

CHINA 

RaJIgloos Md banned 

H1NESE government has banned a 
popular quasi-religious sect, Fahun 
Gong, saying it was an illegal organisation 
that cheats people and threatened social 
chaos. , 

Fahun Gong, a form of spiritual 
meditation mixed with Chinese mysticism 
and a conservative social doctrine says it 
has 100 million members. The 
government says it has two million. 
Whatever the figure, the group's boldness 
and quiet persistence of its followers has 
struck fear in the atheist ruling 
Communist party which has 60 million 
members. 

The official Chinese news agency 
Xinhua has denounced the sect leader Li 
Hongzhi "as an evil person who has had 
an extremely disastrous effect on society". 
Hongzhi lives in exile in United States. 

The group first shocked the 
government in April 1999, when 10,000 
members staged a protest at Zhongnanhi 
to demand official respect for file * 
organisation. 



F OR the first time, on July 15,1999, 

China announced publidy that it had . 
mastered the technology to build a 
neutron bomb. 

A neutron bomb is an enhanced 
radiation bomb designed to mgghnise 


neutron radiation. It is lethal to ail forms 
of life, but having a reduced blast, leaves 
building and infrastructure relatively 
undamaged. 

China also slammed the US 
allegations that it stole US nuclear 
weapons and neutron bomb design secrets 
over past two decades. It also accused US 
of 'racial prejudice' saying it was capable 
of developing its own weapons 
programme. 

In a 2500-word report issued by the 
State Council (Cabinet) in Beijing, China 
admitted the advance in technology 11 
years after it first tested a neutron bomb 
in 1988. 

Analysts say that report does not 
indicate a belated conversion to the need 
for greater transparency on nuclear 
matters, but rather a desire to vehemently 
rebut the recent Cox Committee report, 
issued by the US Congress, detailing at 
length the alleged inroads made by 
' Chinese spying on US nuclear 
establishments. 

China also justified the need to make 
nuclear missile advances in terms of 
keeping up with two Cold War 
superpowers m the US and the former 
Soviet Union. Since China had mastered 
atom bomb and hydrogen bomb 
technology "it was quite natural for China 
to master the neutron bomb technology". 

Later, on July 27, China also claimed 
to have developed a complete system of 
long, medium and short-range nuclear 
missiles and other strategic weapons to 
fight in all types of warfare. It has now 
the capability of launching nuclear 
missiles from sea, by submarine or from 
land-based mobile launchers. 

fli LANKA 

Tamil loador IdlM by wldds 
fcamlane 

T HE assassination of moderate Sri 
Lankan Tamil leader Nee lam 
Tiruchevalam by a suspected Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) suicide 
bomber in Colombo was condemned by 
US, Human Rights Watch, the leading 
rights organisation in the US, Amnesty 
International, UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and UN Human Rights 
Commissioner Maty Robinson. 

Tiruchevalam was a respected 
academic and constitutional law expert, 



director of the International Centre for 
Ethnic studies and a Member of 
Parliament, representing the Tamil United 
Liberation Front (TULF). He has known as 
a defender of human rights who was in a 
search for solution to the ethnic conflict in 
Sri Lanka. Dr Tiruchevalam had 
contributed to the devolution package 
formulated by Sri Lankan government, 
and the attack had come amidst 
speculation that the package, which the 
LTTE opposed, could be presented in 
Parliament soon. 

US had already designated LTTE as a 
foreign terrorist organisation in 1997. 

AUAN 

Diplomatic victory for Indio In thn 
foreign ministers' moot 

T HE restraint exercised by India during 
the Kargil crisis, despite the public 
clamour for crossing the Line of Control 
(LoC), paved the way for a diplomatic 
victory during the deliberations of the 
foreign ministers at ASEAN meeting and 
later the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in 
Singapore. 

The first success came when the joint 
communique issued after the ASEAN 
Ministerial meeting on July 24 welcomed 
the agreement reached by India and 
Pakistan to end hostilities along LoC and 
urged both sides to resolve dispute 
through dialogue. 

Later, when the US Secretary of State 
Madeline Albright emphasised the 
importance of Pakistan withdrawing from 
the remaining positions along the Kargil 
sector, she echoed what New Delhi had 
been asking Pakistan to do. 

India also claimed victory at the end 
of the sixth ARF talks, which brought 
together 22 foreign ministers from South¬ 
east Asia and leading powers like US, 
Russia, China, Japan and Australia. India 
said that the talks had vindicated New* 
Delhi's stand on number of issues, 
including cross-border terrorism, non¬ 
proliferation and disarmament. 

In a clear endorsement of India's 
stand on cross-border terrorism, 15 asked 
ARF to serve as a 'regional rallying point' 
for effective global action to ‘deter and 
disrupt terrorist networks and oppose 
those who support them'. 

During the ARF talks, Indian 
External Affaire Minister Jaswant Singh 




offered to sign the protocol to a treaty to 
make South-East Asia a nuclear weapon- 
free zone. 

Besides India, China is the only 
nuclear power to have made a similar 
announcement at Singapore. 

India has already committed not to 
be the first to use nuclear weapons and 
not to use them against non-nuclear 
weapon States. 

Analysts are of the opinion that if 
India sign the South-East Asian Nuclear 
Weapons Free Zone (SEANWFZ) treaty, 
India will be a step closer to its objective 
of international recognition as a nuclear 
power, as it will be first outside the five 
nuclear powers to do so. 

Besides, India will win this 
recognition ahead of Pakistan which is not 
a member of or an invitee to the ARF. 

South-East Asia thus might become 
only the fourth nuclear-free zone after 
Latin America, South Pacific and Africa. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

forks told to dump Milosevic 

A FTER Yugoslav troops began 

withdrawing from Kosovo, the reigon 
seems involved in violence, anarchy and 
confusion. Fourteen Serb farmers were 
shot dead by gun-totmg members of 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) under the 
very nose of NATO forces. The killing 
damaged the credibility of NATO which 
had promised full and equal protection to 
both Albanians and Serbs. 

The massacre triggered exodus of 
Serbs which is the precise objective of 
KLA. 

NATO forces had launched air strikes 
against Yugoslavia on March 25,1999 
which finally ended on June 10. The 
strikes were in protest against genocide 
being committed by Serbs on ethnic 
Albanians, who constitute 90 per cent of 
Kosovo's population. 

At a summit of world leaders in 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo, US and EU 
leaders called upon the people of Serbia to 
reject Slobodan Milosevic's "failed 
nationalism". EU leaders promised 
Belgrade a share in the Balkan 
reconstruction bonanza if it accepted the 
principles of "stability pact'' signed by 
regional leaders in June, 1999 in Germany. 

But Yugoslavia dismissed the Balkan 
reconstruction summit as "NATO meeting". 


MOROCCO 
King Haisan dead 

OROCCO'S 70-year old King Hassan 
died on July 21,1999, after a heart 
attack. His eldest son Mohammed Bin 
Hassan, 36, was later enthroned in a swift 
and smooth succession. 

King Hassan was the longest 
reigning Arab monarch who ruled the 
North African country for 38 years. The 
King was buried in Rabat at the 
Mohammed V Mausoleum named after 
his father who died in 1961. 

Foreign leaders present at the 
funeral paid tributes to King Hassan's 
contribution to Middle East 
peacekeeping. 

IRAN 

Pro*democracy protests ky 
students 

RAN is again in the middle of another 
unrest. This time it is against the 
dictatorial rule of the mullahs or the 
religious leaders who have ruled Iran 
since the 1979 Islamic revolution. This 
time also the students are in the 
forefront. 

On July 16,1999, the student 
demonstration over closing of a popular 
pro-reform newspaper erupted into 
bloody clashes. More than 1400 students 
were arrested by the security forces. Two 
students were reportedly killed in the 
police firing. 

The Iranian government has accused 
foreign nations of backing the unrest, 
blaming the trouble of "counter¬ 
revolutionary" elements outside the 
country. 

Under the strict version of Islamic 
law imposed after the 1979 revolution, 
conviction as a "counter-revolutionary" 
carries the death penalty. 

The developments are said to be 
the most serious outcome of a strident 
power struggle between supreme 
leader Ayatollah Khamenei's hardline 
clergymen and the allies of reformist 
President Mohammad Khatami, who 
wants to give Iranians more political 
freedom. 

However, President Khatami 
distanced himself from the protesters and 
himself ordered the security forces to put 
an end to the unauthorised 
demonstrations. 


INDONESIA 

Eluctlun results endorsed 

N August 3,1999, Indonesian 
President B.J. Habibie unilaterally 
endorsed the results of a landmark 
national election held on June 7,1999, 
breaking a turbulent post-election impasse 
and clearing the way for the selection of 
the new President in November. 

Mr Habibie, whose ruling Golkar 
party finished second in the elections, 
took matters into his own hands after the 
national Election Commission-known by 
the Indonesian acronym KPV—twice 
failed to approve the vote-count. 

The June elections were 
Indonesia's first open parliamentary 
polls since 1955. 

The KPV had failed twice to secure 
the two-thirds majority of its 53 members 
because representatives of some 26 small 
political parties, that did not win seats in 
the Parliament, refused to accept the 
results. 

The smaller parties cited more than 
100,000 alleged instances of fraud and 
irregularities despite overwhelming 
agreement by foreign and domestic 
observers that the polls were held free and 
fair. 

As expected, opposition leader 
Megawati Sukarnoputri's Indonesian 
Democratic Party of Struggle easily won 
the ballot with nearly 34 per cent of the 
vote, followed by Golkar with 22 per cent 
vote. 

RUSSIA 

Yeltsin flrus PM, hci again 

N August 9,1999, President Boris 
Yeltsin fired his third cabinet in a 
year, replacing a loyalist Premier Sergei 
Stepashin with the head of the Russia's 
security service, Mr Vladimir Putin, 
whom Yeltsin also wants to succeed him 
as President next year. 

46-year-old Putin had been 
appointed head of Russia's Federal 
Security Services, the main (Russian 
successor to the Soviet-era KGB, in July 
1998. A native of Saint Petersburg, he is 
seen by political analysts as a close ally of 
economy reform Chief Anotoly 
Chubais. 

Mr Stepashin hinted that the 
turbulent realm of Kremlin politics was 
behind his removal. 






Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

NDA: National Democratic 
dhance 

TRIMS: Trade Related Investment 
leasures 

)AYS 

ntarnatianal Day af Familial j 

lay 15 is observed as the International 
•ay of Families, to increase awareness 
f family issues The theme for 1999 is 
I anulies for all ages' 

WARDS 

aulas Mar Grogorias Award, 

999 

r Verghese Kurien, architect ot India s | 

lute revolution, has been selected for 
te Paulos Mar Gregorios Award, 1999 
i recognition of his pioneering work in 
ie areas of community-based 
nelopment, rural development and , 

'operative movement I 

K Nayvdu Award, 1991-99 

irmer Indian captam Polly Umrigar is 
e recipient of the award 

NISCO Literacy Award, 1999 

idia's National Literacy Mission has i 

on the UNESCO's Noma Literacy 
ire for 1999 

t 

atioual Film Awardi, 1999 

odmother was adjudged the Best 
ature Film in Hindi and swept many . 
tegories in the National Film Awards 
ilrna Azmi—Best Actress Award, 

Mjcev Abhyankar—best male playback 
iger, Renu bahija— best editing, Vn/ial 
wdwa;—best music director, laved 
^htar —best lyrics. 

Swama Kama! for best feature 
lm. Shyam Benegal's Samar 
Nargis Dutt Award for best 
ature film on National Integration: 
ikhm 


Best popular film providing i 

wholeseome entertainment Kucli Kiuh 
Hota Hai • 

Best non-feature film award: j 

Sanjay Kak s In the I art s/ Han& a , 
Bridge | 

Best first non-feature film Rajecv 
Raj's Ripen tana (Malyalam) 

Best Actor. A|a> Devgan /akhm 
and Mamoolty tor his lc id jolc in the 
film Dr Baba ^alitb Amkdkar 
Best Supporting actor Mano) 

Bajpai Srt/i/n 

Best Supporting actress Suhasini 
Mutey, i/ii Tu Til | 

Best female playback singer Alka j 

Yagmk, Kucli Kuch Hota Hai 1 

Best cinematography, best 
audiography* Dll bi 

Best Special Effects jiam 
Best direction: Rajecv nath, janaui 
(Malyalam) 

BOOKS 

■III and Hillary: Tha Marriage 

The book, published in the US alleges 1 

that Hillary Clinton had an affair with | 

her law partner Vince Foster, w ho later I 
committed suicide j 

COMMITTEES 
Subrahmanyan Cammitfaa 

The government has appointed this 
committee to review the events leading 
to the Kargil conflict 3nd recommend 
suitable measures to safeguard national 
security against such armed intrusions , 

It will be chaired by K 
Subrahmanyam Other members are 11 
Gen (retd) K K Ha/an, B G Verghese 
and Satish Chandra as its member , 

secretary I 

CONFERENCES 
UNIS9ACI III 

The thud United Nations Conference on 
the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of I 


Outer Space (UNISPACF ID) was held 
in Vienna, Austria from July 19 to 50, 
1999 Creating a blueprint for the 
peaceful uses of outer space in the 21st 
century was the key objective of the 
Conference 

I or nearly forty years the United 
Nations Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) has 
helped shape the world's policies 
regarding the development and uses of 
space technology The UN and its 
agencies are paying paiticular attention 
to the role then can play in promoting 
the utilisation of space science and 
technology for sustainable 
dev elopmcnt, while establishing 
partnerships with space-related 
industry and non-governmental 
organisations In tvs o prev ious 
international conferences held <n 1968 
and 1982, Member States vv ere 
successful in creating and 
strengthening the United Nations 
Programme on Space Applications 
which assist-, nations in using space 
technology tor economic, social and 
cultuial development 

UNISPACL Ill adopted the Vienna 
Declaration and Action Plan This 
would set out the UN s v ision for the 
peaceful uses of space in the 21st 
Century As mankind ventures further 
and ever more frequently into space, the 
United Nations recognises that the 
protection of the space envnonment and 
its peaceful uses on behalf of all 
humamtv is of paramount importance 
The Declaration and Action Plan is a 
proactive comprehensive, worldwide 
environmental protection programme 
for using space applications for human 
security and welfare, advancing the 
scientific knowledge Of space, protecting 
the space environment; enhancing 
education and training opportunities 
and ensuring public awareness of the 
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importance of space activities; 
strengthening and repositioning space 
activities in the United Nations system 
and the promotion of international 
cooperation. 

EDUCATION 

Army InstHato off Law 

inavguratod 

The Army Institute of Law (AIL) was 
inaugurated at Patiala on July 15, 

1999, The institute is another addition 
to the chain of vocational institutes 
started by the Army to provide 
education to wards of Army 
personnel. The institute, which is 
affiliated to Punjabi University, 

Patiala, will be shifted to Mohali once 
the permanent structure comes up. It 
will run a five-year LLB degree course 
as per the syllabus of the Bar Council 
of India. Later on, it will add 
additional courses, including Masters 
of Law and diplomas in taxation, 
criminology, labour laws, 
humanitarian and environmental 
laws. 

The annual intake will be of 60 
students, of which 80 per cent seats will 
be reserved for wards of Army 
personnel, 15 per cent for residents of 
Punjab and 5 per cent for candidates 
from all over the country. The eligibility 
for applying is class 12 with minimum 
55% marks. There is an entrance test 
which will consist of General 
Knowledge, Reasoning and questions 
related to law matters, and English, 
followed by an interview. 

AIL is equipped with modern 
facilities, including the Internet, 
computer laboratory, residential 
accommodation and extra-curricular 
activities. It will serve as a feeder 
institute to Judge Advocate General 
(JAG) Department of the Army. Under 
tiie Army Welfare Educational Scheme, 
institutes of engineering, business 
management and hotel management 
have already been set up. The AIL is the 
first such institute in the field of law. 

PERSONS f 

Komar, Ra|andra 

legendary actor Rajendra Kumar, who 


swayed the emotions of millions of 
cinegoers with his portrayals in Dil Ek 
Mandir, Gehra Daag and Sangam, died 
on July 12,1999 at the age of 71 
following a prolonged illness. 

PLACES 

Colcotto 

The West Bengal Assembly has adopted 
a motion on July 20,1999 changing 
Calcutta's name to Kolkata The switch¬ 
over to the Bengali names from the ones 
handed down by the British received a 
hearty endorsement when the motion 
under rule 185, moved by all the 
parties, was put to voice vote by 
Speaker Hasim Abdul Halim. 

PROJECTS 

fawalkoto Hydra Project 

A Norwegian consortium consisting oi 
two major power companies, Statkraft 
Anlegg and Kvavemer Energy, has 
bagged the Rs 4,000 crore contract to 
execute the 600 MW Sawalkote 
hydroelectric power project in Jammu 
and Kashmir 

The State-owned Power 
Development Corporation (PDC) will 
hold 15 per cent equity stake in the 
project, while the rest 85 per cent would 
be held by the Norwegian consortium. 
Both rupee and foreign debt funds 
would be organized by the Norwegian 
consortium. The J & K government 
would provide State guarantees to 
support these debt funds. 

The project is a run of the river 
scheme on Chenab and would be 
constructed near Ramban. The 
Sawalkote venture includes construction 
of 185 metres high concrete diversion 
dam, 8.6 km long tunnel and a surface 
power house. Hie power house, with an 
installed capacity of 600 MW at an 
operating head of 185 metres, would 
generate 4114 million units of energy 
annually. 

RESEARCH 

fdoatlots croota caacor calls 

American scientists, working at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), Boston, have been able to 
transform normal human cells into 


cancerous cells by manipulating a few 
genes and some biochemical pathways, i 

To become cancerous, cells ' 

accumulate genetic mutations that 
eventually result in their 
catastrophic ability to keep dividing 
without end. 

For some time, researchers have 
been able to make mouse cells 
tumorigenic by introducing a few 
known genes. However, human cells 
had not been manipulated so far. Now, 
after 15 years of hard work, the 
scientists claim that they have been able 
to transform human cells for the first 
time in the world. 

One of the three proteins the 
researchers introduced into the human 
cells is the enzyme telomerase, which is 
involved in mainlaining the ends of 
chromosomes. This success with human 
cells highlights the importance of a , 
functional telomerase for human cells to * 
become tumorigenic. 

SPACE 

Saarch far wator an naan 

Neil Armstrong set foot on moon on 
July 20,1969. Hie thirtieth anniversary 
of the event was observed this year. 

Between 1969 and 1972, 12 men left 
their footprints in lunar dust, spending 
nearly 80 hours on foot or aboard a 
lunar jeep. They brought back 400 
kilograms of moon rocks. On December 
14, 1972, Eugene Cernan and Harrison 
"Jack" Schmitt were the last astronauts * 
on tiie moon. * 

Lunar exploration determined that 
the moon is basically made up of 
volcanic material, that its structure is 
similar to Earth's, and that a metallic 
core lying at its centre is 15 times 
smaller than that of Earth. 

Now and again, lunar settlement 
projects were proposed, either for 
scientific advancement or to serve as 
launch platforms foynore ambitious 
interplanetary missions. 

All these projects, however, 
stumbled on a major handicap: the lack 
of water. 

Space scientists examined data 
from a lunar probe for signs of water oi)^ 
the moon after the spacecraft Lunar 
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Prospector was successfully crashed on 
to the surface of the moon's South 
* Pole. 

But early indications claim that the 
hoped-for water had failed to 
materialise. 

Noted British astronomer 
Patrick Moore had already 
dismissed any chance of success for 
the experiment. 

SmmI year mhm #• Malt 

Under its Mars exploration 
endeavours, NASA has invited people 
to send their names to Mars on the 
Mars Surveyor 2001 Lander People can 
log in on the web-site and get a 
certificate to leave an indelible mark 
on the planet. 

http7/spacekids hq nasa gov/2001 
is a brainchild of NASA to "collect 
several million names" to be sent to 
j 1 Mars on a CD-ROM. The CD will be 
mounted on the planet on a hardware 
that can be logged into, may be by 
some other life form from a galaxy far, 
far away, when Surveyor 2001 Lander, 
scheduled to be launched on April 10, 

2001, reaches Mars on January 22, 

2002 . 

Continuing the Surveyor 
programme, 2001 Lander will carry an 
imager to take pictures of the Martian 
terrain as it will descend on the 
planet surface. Besides providing 
( images for geological analyses and 
% monitoring of earlier launched probes, 
' the spacecraft, fitted with various 
instruments, will also give an insight 
into the possibility of future human 
missions to Mars. 

The hardware used in the Lander 
will also be used for a "demonstration 
test of rocket propellent production 
using gases in the Martian atmosphere". 
There are other instruments which will 
throw light on the soil, terrain and 
surface radiation environment of the 
planet. 

C irt iM rt. li New MrtvIHto hr 
nnfllhnM 

i India's military, which was let down by 
the inability of Indian satellites to spot 
the intruders in Kargil, expects to 


bolster its surveillance capabilities with 
Cartosat-1, the first of a new series of 
earth imaging satellites with advanced 
equipment. It is proposed to be 
launched in year 2000. 

With a price-tage of Rs 250 crore, 
Cartosat-1 is the most expensive 
among the satellites built so far, by 
the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO). 

Although ISRO says that Cartosat-1 
is not a spy satellite in the true sense, 
and that it is intended for cartographic 
applications by town planners, the 
scientists admit that the high-resolution, 
stereoscopic images obtained by the 
satellite will be of great use to the 
armed forces. 

India is one of a handful of 
countries with highly successful 
remote sensing programmes. But, 
even the best of these satellites 
cannot identify objects on the 
ground less than five metres in size. 
On the other hand, Cartosat-1, 
carrying two panchromatic, or black 
and white, cameras will provide 
better than 2.5-metre spatial 
resolution with a steerable swatch of 
30 kilometres. Resolution is a 
measure of imagery sharpness and 
ground features as small as a beach 
umbrella can be distinguished in 
Cartosat imagery. 

MISCIULANY 

ltoo mw M m t wrlw la 9 m 

On June 9, 1999, Governor of Goa, Lt 
Gen (retd) J.F.R. Jacob, notified two 
new wildlife sanctuaries —Madei and 
Netravali —which link the existing 
sanctuaries with each other and 
thereby create an unbroken forest 
corridor from the southern end of 
Maharashtra to the northern end of 
Karnataka. 

The 208.48 sq km Madei sanctuary 
in Sattari taluka now links the reserve 
forests of Ambolt in Sawantwadi 
taluka with the Bhagwan Mahaveer 
wildlifed sanctuary in Sanguem 
taluka. 

The 211.05 sq km Netravalt 
sanctuary in Sanguem taluka in south 
Goa links the Bhagwan Mahaveer 


wildlife sanctuary to Cotigao wildlife 
sanctuary in Canacona taluka. With this, 
Goa has moved closer to enforcing an 
Integrated Protected Area Network 
(IPAN) 

Tricaloar for para-military tarcas 

The flag code of India has been 
amended to provide for the display of 
the National Flag in the funerals of 
para-mihtary personnel killed in 
terrorist attacks. 

As per the original code, the 
National Flag could not be used as a 
drapery in any form whatsoever 
except in State or military funerals 
However, now para 5.1 mentioned in 
Section V of the Flag code has been 
amended Under the amendment the 
National Flag can now be used as a 
drapery in Central para-military 
personnels' funerals along with the 
earlier mentioned State and military 
funerals. 

12th Aim Hal Gaaaral Moofiaf of 
tba Federation ef Idacatiaaal 
Publishers In Indin 

The 12th Annual General body meeting 
and foe Distinguished Publishers 
Educational awards giving ceremony of 
foe Federation of Educational 
Publishers in India, for foe year 1999, 
was held at the India International 
Centre, New Delhi, on Saturday August 
7,1999. 

Prof Vijay K. Malhotra, member of 
Parliament, was the Chief Guest. Prof 
(Dr) Jagdish Mukhi (Leader of 
Opposition in Delhi Assembly) was the 
guest of honour. 

Among those who were awarded 
Distinguished Publisher award 1999 
were : Mr Sanjib Bose (Bharati 
Bhavan Publishers) and Mr Anand 
Bhushan (Pitambar Publishing Co. 

Pvt Ltd), Mr C.M. Chawla (UBSPD) 
and Mr Dinesh Goyal (Goyal 
Overseas) received the Export 
Promotion award, 1999. 

Mr H.S. Paul, Director Advertising, 
the Competition Master was a special 
invitee. 

Prof Rajinder S. Dhiilon is foe 
President of foe Federation. 
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AWARDS ROUND-UP 


Due to mix-up in the awards round-up latest 
winners ol certain awards were not carried in the 
August '99 issue We give below the missing 
information. 

The mistake is regretted 

-Editor 

B.D. Goenka Award, 1998: H.K. Dua 

Bharat Ratna, 1999: Nobel laureate Amartya 
Sen, top scientist A.PJ. Abdul Kalarn. late socialist 
leader Jayaprakash Narayan, sitar maestro Ravi 
Shankar and late Assamese leader Goplnath 
Bordoloi. 

Blharl Puruskar, 1998: Hindi scholar Or 
Vishwambhar Nath Upadhyaya. 

G.K. Reddy Memorial Award, 1998 M.J 
Akbar, Editor-in-chief ot the Asian Age 

Indira Gandhi National Integration Award, 
1998: Eminent scientist Dr A PJ Abdul Kalarn 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1998: 
Mohammed Minus, chairman of the Grameen Bank 
ol Bangladesh 

Jnanplth Award, 1998: Kannada playwright 
Girish Karnad. 

Kalldas Samman, 1998: Actor-director Girish 
Karnad, OK. Pattamal, Kalanidhi Narayanan and 
Arpfta Singh. 

Lata Mangeahkar Award, 1999: Music 
director lllayaraja. 

National Science Awards, 1999: M.A. Sethu 
Rao ol Bangalore for promoting science: Bijoy 
Krishna Oev Sharma of Shillong lor the best 
coverage in the mass media; and Surujanika, a 
Bhubaneshwar-based voluntary organisation, lor 
popularisation ot science among children. 

National Tourism Award, 1997-98: Indian 
Railways, for its innovative project, The Fairy Queen, 
the oldest working steam locomotive in the world. 
Built in 1855, it is already included in the Guinness 
Book ol World Records. 

Padma Bhushan, 1999: Nuclear scientists 
Anil Kakodkar and K. Santhanam, thespian Ashok 
Kumar, litterateurs D C. Kizhakemuri (Malyalam), 
Vidya Niwas Mishra (Sanskrit) and Shiv Mangal 
Singh Suman (Hindi), space scientist George 
Joseph, social workers H.D. Shourie and Jacob 
Cherfan, politician Jagpravesh Chandra, social 
worker Pushpa Lata Das, opthalmologist S S 
Badrlnath, Industrialist S.P. Godrej and Pandit Ram 
Kinkar Upadhyay. 

Padma Shrl, 1999: Script writer Javed Akhtar, 
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar, weightlifter K. 
Malleshwari, novelist Ruskin Bond, educationalist 
Asis Dutta and Mizo social worker Brig T. Sailo are 
among the 34 people chosen for the Padma Shri. 

Padma Vfbhushan, 1999: Nuclear scientist R. 
Chidambaram, melody queen Lata Mangeshkar, 
pioneer ol “Operation Flood' Verghese Kurien, former 
Supreme Court judge H.R. Khanna, renowned 
vocalist Bhlmsen Joshi, Carnatic musician D.K. 
Pattammal, civil servant Dharam Vira, social workers 
Nana Deshmukh and P.S.V. Alhawale, former 
Supreme Court judge VR. Krishna Iyer, sculptor 
Safish Gujial, son of late President S. Radhakrishnan 
Sarvepalli Gopal, former Jammu and Kashmir 
Governor B.K. Nehru and late civil servant L.P. Singh. 


R.D. Birla Awards, 1996 and 1998: P. M. 

Udani and D.V. Balasubramaniam, for 1996 and 
1998 respectively. 

Saraswati Samman, 1998: Sankha Ghosh, 
the Bengali poet. 

Shankar Puruskar, 1998: Shashi Prabha 
Kumar. 

Vyaa Samman, 1998: Hindi litterateur Govind 
Mishra, for his work, Paanch Aangnon Wala Ghar. 

Film Awards 

Fitmfara Awards: Kuch Kuch Hota Hai was 
ad|udged the best film and also earned awards for 
Kajol (best actress), Shah Rukh Khan (best actor). 
Karan Johar (best director), Rani Mukerjee (best 
actress in a supporting role), Salman Khan (best 
actor in a supporting role). Satya won three critics' 
awards: best film, Manoj Bajpayee (best actor), 
Shefali Chhaya (best actress). Chaiya Chaiya song 
from Oil Se won awaids for Gulzar (best lyrics). 
A.R. Rahman (best music), Sukhwinder Singh (best 
male playback singer) and Farah Khan (best 
choreography) Jaswinder Narula was adjudged best 
female singer for her song in Pyar to Nona Hi Tha. 
Best debutants were Preity Zinta and Fardeen Khan. 
Shekhar Kapur, director of Elizabeth, won a special 
award. 

Golden Camera Award: Indian director 
Murali Nair’s Mamna Smhasanam won the Golden 
Camera Award at the Cannes International Film 
Festival. The prize tor the best film went to Rosetta 
by Belgian director Luc and Jean-Piene Dardenne 
The film's heroine, Belgian actress Emile Dequenne 
shared the best actress award with French actress 
Severine Caneele. The best actor award went to 
Emmanuel Schotte for his role in the movie, 
Humanity. 

International Film Festival Lifetime 
Achievement Award: The Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting has instituted a Lifetime 
Achievement Award to be given every year (hiring 
the International Film Festival. The first award was 
conferred upon the Italian master, Bernado 
Bertolucci, whose films include The Little Buddha 
and The Sheltering Sky. 

Oscar Awards: Best film: Shakespeare in 
Love, Best director: Steven Spielberg for Saving 
Private Ryan, Beat Actor: Roberto Begingi lor Ufa 
is Beautiful, Best Actress: Gwyneth Paltrow for 
Shakespeare in Love, Best supporting actor: 
James Coburn for Affliction, Beat aupportlng 
actreaa: Judi Dench tor Shakespeare In Love, Beat 
non-Engllah Language film: Life is Beautiful, Beat 
screenplay: Shakespeare in. Love, Beat 
acreenplay adaptation: Bill Condon for Gods and 
Monsters, Best art direction: Shakespeare In Lave, 
Best cinematography: Saving Private Ryan, Beat 
original muaical or comedy score.' Shakespeare 
in Love, Beat original dramatic score: Lite Is 
Beautiful, Beat original song: “When you Believe' 
from The Prince of Egypt, Beat editing: Saving 
Private Ryan, Beat aound: Saving Private Ryan, 
Beat aound effacta editing: Saving Private Ryan, 
Beat viauslsffecta: What Dreams May Como, Beet 
costume: Shakespeare In Love, Beat make-upI 
Elizabeth. 

\ 


Sports ^ 

Chess 

World Rapid Chau Ranking 

GRANDMASTER Viswanathan Anand 
has topped the World Rapid Chess 
Ranking introduced by the Federation 
International de Echecs (FIDE) for the 
first time. He became the first player to 
cross 2,800 points, which included 
points scored by all players in rapid 
chess events with a time of 30 minutes 
and more than 2,000 classical chess 
events. 


Cricknt 

England* Hew Zealand Tart series 

HEW Zealand 'levelled the series 
against England when they won the 
second Test at Lord's by 9 wickets. It, 
was their first Test match victory at thd 
home of cricket. 

Football 

Women's World Cap 

USA beat China 5-4 on penalties to win 
the women's World Cup held at Los 
Angeles. 

Cepo America 

BRAZIL beat Uruguay 3-0 to lift the 
Copa America held at Asuncion. 
Midfielder Rivaldo scored two first- 
half goals and the third was scored by 
striker Ronaldo. 

Golf 

British Open 

PAUL Lawrie of Scotland won the 
British Open with Justin Leonard of 
USA and Jean Van de Velde trailing 
behind. 


Hockey 

Federation top „ 

HARYANA won the Rani 
Mukherjee memorial Challenger 
Cup in the women's section by 
beating Indian Railways 3-1 via 
the tie-breaker in the 6th women's 
Federation Cup championship 
held at Tirupati. 
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WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


* 




Appointed, Elected Etc 

Vladimir Putin: He has been 
appointed Prime Minister of Russia. 

Arvind Dave: He has been appointed 
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh. 

G.C. Malhotra: He has been 
appointed Secretary General in the Lok 
Sabha secretariat. 

Om Prakasli Chautala : He is the new 
Chief Minister of Haryana. 

Piyusli Mankad: He has been 
appointed Finance and Revenue 
Secretary. 

Vtjay Kelkar. He has been appointed 
Executive Director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Resigned 

Nitish Kumar Union Railway 
Minister. 

Bansi Lai. Chief Minister of 
Haryana. 

f.H. Patel: Chief Minister of 
Karnataka. 


Died* 

David Qgtivyi One offoe legends of 
modern advertising and* founder of 
worldwide ad agency Oglivy and Mather. 

John T. Kennedy, }r: Son of former 
US President John Kennedy and editor 
of George magazine. 

Nirad C. Chowdhury: Indian bom 
author and scholar. 

Rajendra Kumar: Legendary actor 
and heart-thrd) of millions. 

Hakeem Abdul Hameed: Founder of 
Hamdard University, Delhi. 

M L jaisimha. Former Indian batsman. 

Asok Mitra: Writer, academician and 
former bureaucrat. 

Janardhan Thakur: Veteran journalist 
and columnist. 

Rajendra Kuman Bajpai: Former Lt 
General of Pondicherry and veteran 
Congress leader. 

Kalpnath Rai• Former Union 
Minister and Congress leader. 


EVENTS 


JULY 

12— India serves ultimatum on Pakistan 
to withdraw its forces from the Line 
of Control (LoC) in the Kargil sector 
by July 16. 

13— Militants gun down a Deputy 
Commandant and two others after 
storming the Border Security Force 
residential campus in Bandipora in 
J & K. 

14— Maharashtra Assembly is dissolved, 
clearing the decks for simultaneous 
Assembly and Lok Sabha elections in 
the State. 

15— At least 72 persons are drowned when 
an overloaded country boat capsizes 
in the Ganga at Snanighat in Patna 
district. 

16— The Delhi-bound Grand Trunk 
Express from Chennai rams into a 
derailed goods train near Mathura, 
killing 18 people and injuring more 
than 200. 

18—Pakistani forces pull out completely 

9 from Batalik, Kaksar and Drass 
sectors. 


20—Haryana Chief Minister Bansi Lai 
resigns shortly before a trial of 
strength in the Vidhan Sabha 
—Militants strike in Doda and 
Poonch districts of J&K and kill 
19 people. 

22—The Karnataka Legislative Assembly 
is dissolved. 

26—The Army announces that the last of 
the Pakistani intruders are evicted 
and that Indian territory is free of 
Pakistani presence. 

29—An LTTE suicide bomber kills a 
prominent Tamil member of 
Parliament in Colombo. 

—An investor in USA guns down 12 
people rattled by losses he suffered 
on the stock exchange. 

AUGUST 

2—The Delhi-bound Brahmaputra mail 
collides with Guwahati-bound 
Assam-Avadh Express near Gaisal in 
North Bengal, killing more than 400 
people. 

4—An LTTE suicide bomber blasts a 


vehicle killing 10 police commandos 
in Sri Lanka. 

6— Militants storm an Army camp in 
Kupwara district in J&K. Five soldiers 
and six militants are killed in the 
encounter. 

7— Militants in J & K attack Army brigade 
HQ in Trehgam 

9—Russian President Boris Yeltsin tires 
his third cabinet in a year, replacing 
foe loyalist Premier Sergei Stepliashin 
with head of Russia's security service 
Vladimir Putin. 

—Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee charges 
Pakistan with imposing war on 
India 

10—An intruding Pak surveillance aircraft 
is shot down by Indian Air Force over 
the marshy land of Kori Creek near 
Gujarat Coast. 

—The Delhi High Court clears the 
telecom package with stiff 
conditions. The interim ruling also 
allows Election Commission to 
intervene and stop the package if it 
so desires. 


Arundhati Roy: She has 
'donated her Booker Prize money 
to the Narmada Bachao Andotan 
(NBA). 

Veer Gjhadra Miahra: A priest, 
at a VaranW temple and Hia;*' 
hydraulics engineer, he,has 
najnedby Time magi^foj; as oneTjL - 
-its smtfo*"heroes fordfij^pla^f^ 
ly for ms* efforts to savedhe 
river front pollution. ' ' ^ 

. , Apurba Kumar-Putta: He is 

, the winner of : foe. Jndim 
|*, Ptiyadarshini Vrikstottitra .Award,; 
for .his role in creating awareness 
in protecting the ecology of 
Tripura. 



; -conflicU-;4>.s> ^ ^ t ‘ 
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On July 23, 1999, the Chandra X- 
ray Observatory, NASA’s newest space 
telescope, was launched by the US 
space shuttle Colombia which was 
commanded by the first woman 
commander, astronaut Eileen Collins 
Chandra will allow scientists from 
around the world to obtain 
unprecedented X-ray images of the 
universe to help understand the 
structure and evolution of the universe. 
The observatory will not only help to 
probe the mysteries of the universe, but 
will also serve as a unique tool to study 
detailed physics 

The Chandra X-ray Observatory will 



Exploring the 

Invisible Universe 


enough to make 55 hours of k 
uninterrupted observations during each ^ 
orbit. 

The mirrors of the X-ray observatory 
are the largest of their kind and the 
smoothest ever created. The largest of 
the eight mirrors is almost 4 feet in 
diameter and 3 feet long Assembled, 
the mirror group weighs more than 1 
ton 

The Chandra X-ray Observatory 
represents a scientific leap in ability over 
previous X-ray observatones like NASA’s 
Einstein, which orbited the Earth from 
1978 to 1981. With its combination of 
large mirror area, accurate alignment 


provide unique and crucial information 
on the nature of objects, ranging from 
comets in our solar system to black 
holes and quasars at the edge of the 
observable universe 

Since X-rays are absorbed by the 
earth’s atmosphere, space-based obser¬ 
vatones are necessary to study these 
phenomena 

The observatory is named in honour 
of the late Indian-Amencan Nobel 
laureate Subramaman Chandrasekhar 
Chandra is the shortened version of 
Chandrasekhar’s name, which he 
preferred among fnends and colleagues 
Unlike the Hubble space 

Widely regarded as 
one of the foremost 
astrophysicists of the 
2Qto century, he won the 
NobSt Pit* In 1983 for 
hte theorbos! Studiee of 
physical processes 
important to the a«uctyot|M^retfolii06n 
of stare, He and Ws wife had emigrated 



Bom in Lahore h? , tetO, 
Chendraaekhar teas tofcufpk* of 
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telescope’s circular orbit that is 
relatively close to the earth, the Chandra 
X-ray Observatory has been placed in a 
highly elliptical (oval shaped) orbit. At 
its closest approach to the earth, the 
observatory will be at an altitude of 
about 9920 km. At its farthest, 
1,39,200 km, it will travel almost one- 
third of the way to the Moon. Due to the 
highly elliptical orbit, the observatory 
will circle the earth every 64 hours, 
carrying it far outside the belts of 
radiation that surround the earth. This 
radiation, while harmless to life on 
earth, can overwhelm the observatory’s 
sensitive instruments. The observatory 
will be outside this radiation long 


and efficient X-ray detectors, the 
Chandra X-ray Observatory has eight 
times greater resolution and is 20-to-50 
times more sensitive than any previous 
X-ray telescope 

The life of the Chandra Observatory 
is expected to be five years The entire 
project, including the shuttle ride 
and five years of orbital operations 
will cost USD $ 2.8 billion 


Space shuttle Colombia 

Colombia 
was toe only 
shuttle big 
enough to hold 
Cftamfta, which 
weighs 50,000 
pounds, NASA 
ran extra 
engineering 
studies to ntok» sure tost the shuttle 
could sustain toe weight if , because of 
•ores probfetn, it had to return to earth 
with toe tefeeoope stj* on board- 
Besides, Chandra, CotoffiWa Mae 

contained a slew of secondary 
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The best two letters of the month apppanng in the box have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue 
You can also e mail your response to l•tter•@oomp•tltlolmla•t•t > .cem. The decision 
of the Editor will be final 



LESSONS FROM KAROIL 


India and Pakistan signed the Shunla agreement in 1971 
and agreed that both sides would not cross the LoC Pakistan, 
however, violated the agreement What stops India from doing 
the same 7 Instead of losing precious lives in trying to throw out 
the enemy, we should cross the LoC and take control of POK 
This wilt pay them back m the same com 

Vika* Gill 
Rohtak, Haryana 

Operation Vijay was no doubt successful but we have to 
see what we gained in the Kargil conflict We bombed our own 
territory and lost quite a few precious lives Despite international 
opinion being in our favour, we have not got any assurance that 
Pakistan will not do such things m the future India should have 
asked for compensation as it was drawn into a needless conflict 
The positive aspect is that the defence structure can be reviewed, 
both from financial and strategic point of view 

Poonam Kumari Shame 
Palm, Mm 


KARGIL 

CONFLICT 

The Lahore bus diplomacy 
has been a tot il failure in dealing 
with Pakistan We have been 
showing gestures of friendship 
but Pakistan has been misusing 
it to stab us in the back Post 
Kargil India must review its 
policy and adopt a tough stand 
against Pakistan The lives lost 
should nol be in vain 

Pramv Kumai 
Darbhanga Bihar 

It is vciy sad to see 
statements made by the 
Opposition parties on the Kargil 
issue The Congrt ss party seems 
to be frustrated to be making all 
kinds ot allegations Sonia 
Gandhi seems to be as power 
hungry as anyone else Instead 
of making statements, why does 
she not organise some relief for 
the victims of the war 7 

Nunl Srivastava 
Allahabad llllar Pradish 

India and Pakistan ranked 
112 and 118 in the Human 
Development Report, cannot 
afford the high military 
expenditure they are incurring 
The only way out is to make 
peace so that this money can be 
used in more productive things 
Alok Sharma 
Gwalior 

The greatest fault, perhaps, 
lies in us that we forget incidents 
soon and do not learn lessons 
from repeated mistakes It is high 
time that we took strong 


measures so that Pakistan cannot 
play with the lives and property 
of our nation 

Nihn Kumar 
Kanpur III tar Pradesh 

What better way of taking 
attention off from probkms of 
food, drinking water health and 
education than to have a war 7 
Was the bus diplomacy used to 
engineer the conflict 7 Political 
thrillers describe such 
conspiracies so they are not as 
unrealistic as they sound 

Bhaskar Roy 
Cali ut la 

WHAT GOOD ARE 
DAMS? 

The problems of the poor 
should not be ignored 
Otherwise, there is dev elopment 
for the rich and harassment for 
the poor Solutions must be 
found to fully exploit the 
advantages of dams without 
damaging anyones welfare 

Gopal Kumar 
Mtizafforpur Bihar 

The only reason that big 
dams are being defended with 
so much zeal is because of vested 
interests of politicians and 
construction companies, to say 
nothing of funding agencies Big 
dams submerge large areas and 
displace people They may even 
cause earthquakes The answer 
lies m small dams which do not 
cause environmental havoc but 
provide power to neighbouring 
communities 

K S Sarnia 
Halrnra 


CAN 

BUREAUCRATS 
MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE? 

Youi debate brought out 
the fact that people can make a 
difference only if they have a 
conscience Neither politicians 
nor bureaucrats can make a 
difference today because their 
soul and conscience is dead 
They have become blind by their 
gieed for money and power The 
bureaucrats mentioned in the 
debate are in a minority 

Bhumika Acharya 
Chandrapur, Maharashtra 

CM FEATURES 

Even though there are a 
number of career magazines m 
the market, 1 prefer CM because 


most of your essays have betn 
asked m examinations The 
Descriptive Questions and Ask 
the Master are very good features 
and answer many questions that 
we have 1 would recommend 
this magazine to all students 
Ganga Rameih Shamin 
Kliammam (A P) 


REQUEST TO RIMERS 

May be you have appeared 
in some competitive exami¬ 
nations recently We shall 
be grateful If you could 
send us the question pa 
pers All those sending 
original question papers 
will be suitably compen¬ 
sated and the ongmal pa 
pare will be returned. 

—.editor 
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Comprehensive Coverage of 
e Test of Reeeonlng (Logical, Verbal & 
Non-Verbal), Data Interpretation 
a English Language (Practical English 
Grammar Common Errors, Word Power etc) 
a General Awareness (All aspects of G K) 
a Quantitative Aptitude (Number System, 
Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc) 
a Descriptive English (Short Essays, 
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a Model Papers (Fnn Sets-with Answers/Solutions) 
based on Previous Years' Papers 


[•M3 Kit for 

HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

Entrance Examination 
(For Admission to Degree / 
Diploma Course) 


fiffld Diamond Kit for 

M. B. A. 

Admission Tests of I.I.M. (CAT) 
MAT, FMS.XLRI& Other 
Institutes/Universities 


ESP] Diamond Kit for M.B A. & 

Hotel Management Admission Tests 

comprehensively cover 

e English Language (Practical English 
Grammar Common Errors Comprehension, 
Vocabulary etc) 

• Intelligence A Reeeonlng (Logical, Veibal, 
Non \ferbaf), Data Interpretation 

• Basic Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, 
trigonometry Co-ordinate Geometry, Matrices 
Calculus) 

• Basic Mathematics Review containing 
500 Memory Plus Practical Tips 

• Arithmetic (Number System, Graphs, 
Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc) 

• General Knowledga/General Science 

• Business and Management G.K., Currant 
Affaire 

• Model Papers (Five Sets-with Answers/ 
Solutions) baaed on Previous Years'Papera 


| '©THFH BOOKS RECOMMENDED For 
1 . 4 . Sank P.O. Examination, MBA A Hotel 
Management AdmissionTtsts, etc. 


1 (SI ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs.135 
with a FREE copy of 

„ W COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

2 (PGP] KIT OF QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE Rs.150 
with a FREE copy of 

, DfiP A NEW APPROACH TO NUMERICAL A8tUTY 

3 INTELLIGENCE k REASONING Rs.150 

improvement course 

Magical, Verbal k Non-Verbal) 

4 ® OWA INTERPRETATION COURSE Re.120 
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ter Bank P.O. Examination FU» 7S 
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For Admission to: 
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OEQ CDS EXAM. KIT 

For Admission to: 

I.M.A., Naval Academy, Air Force 
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NDA & CDS Exam. Kite contain : 
e Model Papers Based on Previous Years' 
Papers (with Answers/Solutions) 
e English— Practical English Grammar, 
Common Errors, Prepositions Compre¬ 
hension & Vocabulary 

• General Knowledge— SCIENCES (Physics, 
Chemistry, General Science—Biology, Solar 
System etc )„ HUMANITIES (History 
Constitution of India, Indian Economy, 
Geography, Current Affairs etc) 
e Mathematics— Arithmetic Mensuration, 
Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and 
Statistics Thorough Explanation ot Basic 
Concepts, Solved Examples & Exercises tor 
practice AD Answers given 
Recommended and procured by: 

(I) Prlnclpala/Librarlana of SAINIK 
SCHOOLS & other Instttutlona. 

(II) Senior Armed Forces Officers for their 
units and wards. 

(ill) Navodaya Vidyalaya Samltl (Ministry of 
HRD—Dept, of Education—Govt of India) 
for their schools. 


Other Books Recommended lor 
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1. DGP Kit of Mathematics for NDA Exam. Rs 150 

2 DGP Kit of Mathematics for CDS Exam. Rs.150 
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Firra kit of interviews 

For Aspirants of Central Civil Services, 
State Civil Services, Manageri al and 
Executive Cadre Posts 


DGP Kit tor Interviews equips end arms you tor 
feeing the tough challenge of ell Interviews. 
The KH contains: 

• Introduction to and Kinds of Interviews 

• Tips for preparation for interviews 

e PractlcalTIps on Dress Sense and Body 
Language 

e Shttj^a ample Interviews (of successful 

e Views anel suggestions (of successful 
candidates) 


1. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAY8 Rs. 75 
Essays on social, economic, refleedva, idiomatic, 
general and political topics An excellent book fori 
higher grade competitive exammadons 

2. LETTER WRITING Rs.40 

This book toadies the art of good letter writing It 
covers personal, social, public, employment, 
business official and matrimonial correspondence 

3. PRECIS WRITING Ra.35 

It teaches the technique for good precis writing 
Model passages with their precis and exercises. 

4. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 

This book covers essential hints for paragraph 
writing It has 200 topics (160 in the form of Model 
Paragraphs, 20 with Critical Examination and 20 
with proper Refutation) 

5. A Now Approach to 

OBJECTIVE ENGLISH Rs.75 

This book covers Common Errors, use of 
Prepositions, Synonyms, Antonyms and Vbeabulary 
Tests, Comprehension, Direct and Indirect Speech 

6. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Is. 60 
This is a comprehensive book designed to meet 
exact requirements of higher grade competitive 
examinations It covers detection of errors, 
analysis, idioms, vocabulary, synonyms and 
antonyms, spelling pitfalls, similes, proverbs etc 

7. TEST OF REASONING/LOGICAL 

REASONING Rf.45 

It gives an Insight into Logic and the basic 
concepts of logical reasoning It includes Mediate, 
Immediate Inference, Commonsense Reasoning 
and various exercises on Test of Reasoning 

8. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS-A CiptuWRs. 30 

9. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs. 45 

It provides material on General Ability, \feibal, Non¬ 
verbal Tests, Brain Teasers, Numerical Ability & 
Basic Mathemabcal Abffity 

10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Rs.60 

Contains basic principles, terms and formulae m 
Physics, Chemistry Btotafw & Space Science 

11.4 New Approach to NUMERICAL ABILITY Rs. 45 
Thorough coverage Fundamentals explained 
Solved examples, Exercises, Answers/Hints given 

12.0BJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A Cspsule Rs. 30 
Comprehensive coverage, hints, practical tips, 
solved examples and model papers 

13. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE Rs.45 

Designed to cover a vest range of common errors 
and pitfalls Explanatory notes given for too rough 
understanding and good t turning 

14. DGP KIT OF IDIOMS & PHRASES Rs. 90 
A dose scrutiny of a wide range of Idioms and 
Phrases. Meanings given Usage explained A rich 
fabric, excellent texture A store house ot 
ImowtodDe of Encfish Language 

15. DGP KTT OF QUOTATIONS Rs. 90 

WIDE CANVAS—-Choicest Quotations on Adultery 
Art Beauty Character, Friendship, low, Marri ag e, 
Mother, Nakedness, Politics, Sex and Success ate 
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rxtta's population ]#$ touched one biiltorr The ever fhefeastng ; 
population Is causing problems Hke unemployment and poverty. 11 
The Irony, however, is that there arefew people available fior many 
of the jobs that have opened up today. These jobs •; 

education and the attitude of excellence Most of Indlanstdo not j 
have both. T > 

Much of the population does not have access to good education; 
while most government schools are simply bad, private schools are 




In colleges, teacher?, do not teach but concentrate, Instead, Oh 
private tuitions. A person who does not have the means finds it 
difficult to appear In competitive exams like pre-medical, pre- 
engineering, etc. Colleges ami universities, which are supposed to 
impart education, have become just a means of "time-pass*. 

It is not surprising that the majority of the population today does 
not have the knowledge or the requisite skills to take up the jobs 
that are becoming available because of globalisation or 
advancement in technology. 

If tilings continue to be the way they are, we will find a majority 
Of people unfit for modem jobSv It would be an irony indeed If there 
are opportunities, but still a huge populattonremains without jobs! 
With best wishes. 
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DHILLON 

GROUP 


DGP BEST PLUS IMPROVEMENT COURSES & LATEST GUIDES 

For * ® ank P- ^' ^ xam ' * Note! Mana 9 e!T,en * • MBA Admission Tes's • N.D.A. Exam. • C.O.S. Exam. 
• Major Exams, conducted by S.S.C. viz. Assistants, Inspector* : I. Tax, Police) & other Exams. 


raga basic engush 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
DGP Common Errors In English Language . 


• Practical English Grammar I Re. 1001 
(Fundamental Rules, Common Errors and 
Pitfalls, Explanations & Illustrations) 
e Comprehension & Numbered Gaps 
e Vocabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, Idioms, 
Phrases, Pair of Words, Foreign Words, 
One-Word Substitution, etc.) 

A step by slap, easy 4 systematic approach, 
helps you to build a strong foundation at 
English Language. 


ENGLISH 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
DGP Common Errors In English Language 


a Practical English Grammar I Ra.13S 
e Common Errors & Pitfalls 
e Comprehension • Vocabulary 
e Fundamental rules, tips & usage, 
explanations, illustrations & charts. 

• Competitive Exams. Question papers 
e Specimen Papers 



INTE LLIGENCE & 

IRIHH 


• Model Papers 

• Previous 'fears' Papers of Competitive 
Exams. & Management AdmissionTests 

• Reasoning Tests, Logical, Verbal & 
Non-Verbal 

• 'Data Interprstation & Managemsnt 
AptltudaTests. 

Systematic Approach, Detailed Explanatory 
Notes tor thorough understanding 



Basic English Grammar explained 
in simple Engttah-Hbtdl. Excellent Help to gain 
confidence in speaking English 


ENGLISH VOCABULARY 
■IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


* Self-assessment Assignments 

* Word power ready-rectoner 

1 Words In everyday use, Formation of WontT 
— Prefixes & Suffixes, Foreign Words & 
Phrases, Words Commonly Misspelt 
1 Idioms & Phrases, One-word Substitution 
1 Pair of Words 

* Terms — Political, Medical, Religious, 
Scientific, Marital, Literary, etc. 

* Practical Assignments 


Competition Centre's 

REASQNING 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


> Logical Reasoning 
* ^ommonsanse & Analytical Reasoning 
1 Data Interpretation 
1 Veibai and Non-Verbal Reasoning 
1 Principles, Illustrations, Exercises and 
„ Specimen Papers. 

coherent, sys t ematic and Indepth study of 
‘°9 lc *i Paaeonlng. Daalgnadtorandarmoat 

"•ctlcalhelp. 


e Exhaustive Study Material I Rt-iooi 

• Plethora of Solved Examples 

• Practical Tips, Short Cuts and 
Explanatory Notes 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 

• Exercises for Practice 

• Model Papers—Questions Incorporated 
from Previous Years' Papers of Important 
Competitive Exams. 


rraa data 

INTERPRETATION COURSE 


For. Compsme Earn; Uam§mm; 

Admission hits A Prolssskxul Bodes dc. Examv 

• Introduction to Data Interpretation 

• Presentation o( Data 

• Basic Tools of Analysis 

• Model 


»»HJ KfT OF 

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 

Numerical Ability 


• Comprehensive coverage of all 

topics Including Number Systems, 
Commercial Arithmetic, Mensuration, Data 
Sufficiency and Data Interpretation. 


isiera kit of 

MATHEMATICS 
For CAT (I.I.M.a’), MAT & MBA 
Acknisslonli»sti of Al Leaong tnstftutBsAJnivBrsrtes 


• Comprehensive coverage of aB 
topics: Arithmetic, Mensuration, 
Trigonometry, Geometry, Co-ordinate 
Geometry, Statistics, Data Sufficiency and 
Data Interprstation. 


1333 kit of 

MATHEMATICS 

For N.D.A. Examination 




torN.DA,C.OS.& MBA AdmWon 


[55 BEDEEII 



Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Geometry, IHgonomstry and Statistics 
Formulas and Practical Tips 
Solved Examples & Exercises for Practice 
Objective Multiple Choice Questions 



• Study Material—Physics, I ws-teoj 

Chemistry Ule Science, Space Science, 
Nuclear Science end Confouter Science 

• Basic Science 

• Basic Concepts, Principles and Laws 

• Science Quiz 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
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fiT*T 3 KIT OF 

MATHEMATICS 

For C.D.S. Examination 


MB 

Ftilurts ol 

DGP KIT OF Quantitative Aptitude (For all Exam*.) 
OOP KIT OF Mathematics (For MBA) 

DGP KIT OF Mathematic* (For NDA) 

DGP KIT OF Mathematic* (For CDSf: 


Thorough extensive coverage 
Reader friendly Tabular preaantatlon. 
Formulas, Tips, Techniques given for easy 
grasp and quicker solutions. 

Detailed explanatory notes. Plenty of solved 
examples & exercises for practice. 

Model Papers with complete Sotutlons/Hlrrts 
Incorporating questions from PREVIOUS 
YEARS’ PAPERS. 


FIRST RATE LATEST GUIDES 
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War as a Nation-Builder 


E VEN though warb have invariably been 
condemned as barbarous and disas¬ 
trous, they have been a recurring phenom¬ 
enon in almost all parts of the world 
throughout known history. We may well 
say that the story of mankind is a story of 
wars interspersed with brief interludes of 
peace, spent in preparing for coming wars 
or ruminating over their consequences. 
Many a time men have set out to outlaw 
war as a means of settling international 
disputes but every time their efforts have 
resulted in failure. We have seen that hap¬ 
pening in our own times As the Second 
World War drew to a close, the Allies set 
up with much fanfare the United Nations 
Organisation to act as the guardian of peace 
on earth But it has been a more or less 
helpless witness to at least fifty conflicts, 
big and small, which have broken out in 
d ifferent parts of the world during the years 
in which it has been in existence 

In the light of the foregoing, we have 
to confess that man has not so far found an 
acceptable alternative to wars, irrespective 
of whether they are waged for just or un¬ 
just causes. Apparently, pend'ng realiza¬ 
tion of the dream of a world order, we have 
to accept wars are inevitable. 

All the condemnation heaped upon it 
notwithstanding, war has its positive side 
too, like everything else. While a war is being 
fought it also yields as a bye-product, divi¬ 
dend of another type which, though not 
directly aimed at, is as valuable and as 
tangible as any victories gained on the 
battlefield. It is the contribution it makes 
to awakening among a people a sense of 
national pride and solidarity, stimulat¬ 
ing their industrial and economic 
growth, etc. 

Nations are made up of individuals. 
The souo-psychological impact which a 
war has on individuals constituting the 
nation involved in that war, would there- 1 
fore, have great relevance in examining 
how wars act as nation-builders. Men are I 




prone to move closer to one another in the 
face of common danger. When a country is 
at war, its people naturally forget their 
small differences and quarrels and come to 
possess a greater sense of solidarity than 
they would be capable of displaying in 
times of peace. No amount of sermonising 
could have accomplished the national in¬ 
tegration and unity which the people of 
India displayed in 1962 in the face of the 
Chinese aggression, or in 1965 and 1971 
1 when Pakistan attacked the country and 
recently in 1999, when the Pakistani forces 
occupied Indian territory in Kargil. 

War has a generally ennobling and 
uplifting influence on the members of a 
fighting nation in a thousand other ways 
also. As the famous essayist Emerson has 
said, "War educates the senses, calls into 
, action the will, perfects the physical con- 
j stitution, brings man into such swift and 
j close collision in critical moments that 
J man measures man." It is the law of na- 
| ture that in situations of stress, the re¬ 
serves of energy stored in the human body 
come into play. A man usually afraid of 
venturing out alone in the dark in his 
normal daily life can very often perform 
wonders of bravery while facing the en¬ 
emy. How often in times of war we hear 
of ordinary men rising of great heights of 
heroism. 

What is usually referred to as morale 
in times of war is the manifestation of a 
nation's collective will to face the enemy 
with courage and determination. Itisa very 
important factor making for victory to the 
country which possesses it in abundance. 
It stimulates the soldier and the civilian 
alike and makes an intangible but most 
valuable contribution to a country's war- 
effort. It teaches the people of a country to 
bear up with hardships cheerfully, to think 
positively and to hope for the best even in 
the face of the biggest reverses. Gradually 
it bccoihes an attitude of mind ingrained 
ih the national coasciousness, serving as 


useful a purpose in times of peace, as it 
had done in war-time. 

It is, in fact, a war situation which 
brings to light a nation's weak points in all 
directions and affords it an opportunity to 
deal with them suitably. 

Take the economic front for instance 
In order to win a war, a nation has to be as 
strong or even stronger on the economic 
front than it is on the military front. While 
the soldier stands facing the enemy, the civil 
population makes ib own contribution to 
the war-eftortby intensifying thebattle on 
the economic front. The farm-hand and the ( 
factoiy worker do their respective jobs with 
redoubled zeal so that there is no shortage 
of supplies ol any kind and the country 
can freely go on prosecuting its war-aims 
for as long as the fighting lasts. 

Another important direction in which 
war helps build a nation is in the sphere ot 
scientific research. The contingencies of war 
place heavy demands on the available tech¬ 
nological skills, and in order not to allow 
the enemy to outstrip its own defence ef¬ 
fort, a country has to concentrate on scien¬ 
tific research to make new inventions and 
discoveries which should give it an edge j 
over ib opponent and serve to shorten the,. 
course of war. Such research often yields 
long-lasting benefits. 

As long as men value their freedom 
and countries cherish their national honour, 
wars are inevitable because they have the 
virtue of deciding issues more definitively 
than diplomacy. And so long as they arc 
inevitable, we must also know that they 
are great stimulants which help in the all- j 
sided development of a nation. They make 

men more patriotic, give a unique stimu¬ 
lus to a country's economic and industrial 
development, promote scientific research 
and discoveries. A nation which has had a 
long, uninterrupted spell of peace faces the 
danger of a decline. But a nation which, *j 
has had the baptism of war always emerges A 
stronger from the experience. 1 


m ■ OCTOBER 1999 a THE COMPETITION MASTER 


„ ) 
!« 


LA. S. 
U.P.S. 




DGP 

SUCCESS 
PLUS 

GENERAL STUDIES & OPTIONAL SUBJECTS BOOKS 

erne 


1. DGP Foundation Course In 
GENERAL STUDIES (A Microcosm of Global Information) Rs.39Q 


It contains: (A) Previous Years' Solved Papers 1998, 
1997 & 1996 - 3) General Science (C) Geography- 
World & India (6) History—World & India (!) Indian 
Economy IF) Indian Polity (G) General Ability (H) G.K. 
Treasure House (1) Current Affairs 
• Encyclopaedic Coverage Well-analysed Comprehensive 
Study Material e Provides the necessary drill and instils 
confidence to answer Questions of all kinds—Assertion, 
Reasoning, Sequential Arrangement, Data, Maps, Diagrams 
etc e Maps, Charts, Tables, Glossary Reviews illustrations 


2. U.P.S.C. Civil Services Preliminary Examination 

GENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-98) Rs.95 


• Helps you io Know me stanaara&tf^e of questions set in the exam 

• Serves as ideal practice papers before you actually face the exam 

• Acts as an eye-opener and helps you judge the Standard of Objective 
Questions given In various books 


3. QUESTION RANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs.180 




• SYNOPSIS i a Short Study Material • Science Quiz containmg 
1000 Short-Answer Questions* AH Basic Scientific Laws, Principles 
& Concepts explained* 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions from Previous \fears’ Papers incorporated) 


4 QUESTION BANK—GEOGRAPHY— Worfd & India Rs.195 


• SYNOPSIS i e Study Material covering Astronomical, Physical, 
Human, Economic Geography, Phytogeography Zoogeography (World 

* India) with relevant data, diagrams, charts & maps • Geography 
Quiz— contains 500 Short-Answer Questions • Glossary—explains 
Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions from Previouslbars' Papers incorporated) 


COMPLETE 

PHYSICS 


mm 



COMPLETE COURSE TO 

CHEMISTRY 


• Three Model Papers incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS • Study 
Material • 375 Short-Answer Questions • Over 
1700 Objective Questions, Pages VIII + 436 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

MATHEMATICS 


* Two Model Papers* Study Matenale Solved 
• Over 1500 Obtective Questions 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

ZOOLOGY 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS 1 PAPERS 

• Study Material* 2000Objective Questions 


ION BANK 

BOTANY 


• Ample Study Material * 5000 Objective 
Multiple Choree Questions including Assertion, 
Reason and Matching type • Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS Incorporated 




• ttoo Model Papers incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS r PAPERS • Key 
Terms & Concepts • Descriptive Study 
Material • 100 Short-Answer Questions 

• 2500 Objective Questions Pages X1U 380 


QUESTION BANK 

SOCIOLOGY 



5 QUESTION BANK—INDIAN HISTORY 


Rs.150 


• Model Papers—iQuestions from Previous Tfears' Papers Included 

• Synopsis* 300 Short-Answer Questions *2500Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions* Maps, Reference Charts etc 


6. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN POLITY Rs.150 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


• Model Papers—Questions from PrevtousTfears'Papers Incorporated 


Choice Questions • Glossary of Important Terms 


7 QUESTION RANK—INDIAN ECONOMY Rs.120 


• Model Papers—Questione from Previous Years' Papers Included 


Choice Questions • Glossary • Review of Economic Scene 




COMPLETE COURSE TO 

INDIAN HISTORY 


• Three Mode) Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS' PAPERS 

• Study Material* * Short-Answer Questions 

• Over 3000 Objective Questions Pages 500 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

LAW 


• Three Modal Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS* PAPERS 

• Study Material • 120 Important Short- 
AnswerQueabona* 2000Objective Questions 


BOOKS OF 
GENERAL INTEREST 


[From Lord Buddha to Mahatma Gandhi] prmdes 
knowledge of the ages gone-by and Salutes the 
Sacrifices made by Valiant men and women 
L KimThyntThman- 

NUMER0L0GY Ra. 45 

• A Handy Practical Guide to your future 

• Helps you to know the Power & Influence ol 
Numbers & Planets m your Life Profession, Love 
& Romance • Guides you in the Selection of 
HusbandfWXa • Foretells Eventful yearn of Ida 

I. KmmVwmrnnvtb- 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Ri.30 

These 50 analytical tests help you to determine 
How keen Is your sinse of humour? 

Would you make an Ideal romantic partner? 
What kind of Job is best for you? 

Are you SaH-conMeni? And a lot More. 

. THr HUMAN BOW—A Study Ra. 45 

The booh presents a simple and systematic study 
of — • Evolution of Man • Body Systems 

• Sense Organs •Food•Body Can Balanced 
Diet Exercise, Obesity Baldness Heart Attack, etc 

• Breast Feeding, Birth Control, Preventive and 
Contraceptive Techniques • Cancer, AIOS, 
Leprosy Atcohoksm and all else 

. Sorry Doctor, I’m Healthy— 

(4 Fsirlly HnHt OuUt) Rs. 45 

An In-house family doctor helps you to know 
more about your ailments pertaining to 
respiration, digestion, sex, allergy, etc It also 
suggests possible cures through time-tested 
methods like Ayurveda, fogs. Acupressure, 
Naturopathy Homeopathy General Methane etc 
KnrmTtrywaTfvvjgh HANDWRITING Rs.40 
The pen, through our hand, becomes a tool ol our 
bran and moves aocontng to the signs’* meshed 


QUESTION BANK COMMERCE 
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WERS • Key 'forms & Concepts • Descriptive Study Material 
* too Short-Answer Questions • 3000 Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions • Glossary* Commerce Review Pages VUI+464 


• Two Model Papers incorporating Questions 
bom PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS 

• Exhaustive Study Material *2000 Objective 
Questions • Glossary Pages VIII + 490 



mental and amosona state 

7. A Ntrr Approach to VASTU-SHASTR 
As Biesc«w of art ol architecture, i 
gude lo heath, happiness, prtsspsnya 
tenets ol Vutu-Shastn haw been 

K Rs. 90 
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EDITORIAL 


Winners or 
Runners-up? 



ith Mrs Sonia 
Gandhi's 
formal plunge 
into the battle 
of the ballot box, things have 
assumed a somewhat different 
complexion and contours. The 
focus is on who, Sonia or 
Vajpayee? Many think that the 
question is merely rhetorical as 
there is no comparison 
between the two. Well, such 
people are entitled to their 
opinion. Two things stand 
out conspicuously from 
whatever angle one may 
choose to look at the present 
general elections. One, the 
present elections are going to 
be held under the "shadow" 
of die limited war of Kargil, 
and Operation Vijay. This 
adds a new and rather touchy 
dimension to the entire 
electoral scene. The national 
security plank is bound to 
figure in it in a big or small 
way. Though it is difficult to 
say that this issue alone will 
decide the fate of the battle 
of the ballot box. 

Mrs Sonia Gandhi and 
Mrs Sushma Swaraj battle it 



out in Bellary in Karnataka—a knows to feel the pulse of the friend or not. This silence 

seat the Congress has not lost people. Her slogan: "Videshi vs speaks louder than her 

even once. By choosing such a * Swadeshi" has a ring of realism denial. 

"safe" seat Mrs Gandhi has as well of shrewd politics. Mrs The greatest handicap she 
certainly shown a degree of Sonia Gandhi is averse to face suffers from is her coterie and 

nervousness and appre- the media and quite often has her spokespersons. Most are 

hension. With Mr Arun Nehru, to be "hidden" or "protected" self-seekers, two-penny 

contesting from the late Mrs like a poor fielder in die game politicians sans vision. Mr K 

Indira Gandhi's constituency, of cricket. Often questions she Natwar Singh is so much 

Mrs Sonia's jitters became all answers are obviously planted obsessed with his arrogance 

too obvious, notwithstanding or tutored. Her smile betrays that every time he opens his 

her bold (read bravado) her mind. mouth, he thinks he is 

statement about the "stuff she Mrs Sonia's tactical addressing a session of the 

is made of". blunder by raising die Bofors United Nations! Mr Pranab 

There are other factors issue is likely to recoil upon Mukherjee, who has never 

which are likely to weigh her. Home Minister L.K. done the good job of winning 

against Mrs Gandhi. Her Advani has already stated an election, fumbles and 

opponent, Mrs Swaraj, is a publicly that her Italian wobbles with words. Mr Jogi 

fiery, seasoned orator whereas friend's name officially figured grins from &r to ear and thinks 

it is difficult for Mrs Gandhi among die recipients of bribes that treating everyone with 

to string together a dozen in the gun deal. The lady contempt wins votes. Mrs 

sentences in Hindi which will further compounded her case Sonia Gandhi and her feet' 

be understood in the South, by refusing to answer a simple touchers may realize But in . 

Mrs Swaraj has too long been question whether Mr elections the runners-up witVj 

in thick of Indian politics and Quatterochi was a family no prizes. 
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S. Chanel's Books lor Various 
Competitive examinations 


RAAgganml 

Advanced Objective 
General Knowledge 
Question Bank In General Studies 
C.S.BediA 

S. Chamfe General Studies 
for Central Civil Services 

Mini Ram Aggatwtfs 
General Knowtadoa Dknst and 
General Studtos 


AN. Kapur Re. 

S Grand's Dictionary of 
EngDsh&Hndi Usage and 
1 ecnrwcai t efTninovogy nor 
Competitive Examinations 6000 

General English forCompetttions 150.00 

motjm ammm * Itfitm mnm 
wgfiw unmet 120.00 

R.S. Aggarwal & Monika Agganvei 
Objective General English 175XJ0 

T. Saran 

Precis Writing and Drafting 50.00 

ih wn 

ukiu ton 40.00 


RLASONIN G 


US. Agganmal Ra. 

logical Reasoning 50.00 

Advanced Non Verbal Reasoning for 
Bank Recruit Test 65.00 

Advanced Non Verbal 

Reasoning (HM) 7000 

A Modem Approach to Verbal & 

Non Verbal Reasoning 30000 

(Also available in two parts) 
mo& § Of 

*i*mu sm m w$ vtfon uftm 11000 
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G.DMaheshwsri Rs. 

A Complete GuidetoCareer Planning 7500 
R.8. Agganmal 0 Deapak Agganwri 
A Comprehensive Guide for M.C A 
Entrance Examination 16600 

A Complete Guide for Bank 
P.O. Exam. 19000 


IJUf/rf RICAL ABILITY 


R.S. Aggarwal 

Mathematics for M.BA Entrance 
Examination 

MattiematiC8forB.BA Entrance 
Examlnafion 
wwiws srftvdkf 
Quantitative Aptitude 


J.N. Gurtu, R. Kapur, V.B. Rant, A Kapur 
Numerical Chemistry 13500 

J.N. Gurtu. R. Kapur, V.B. Rena 
I.I.T. Chemistry 16000 

MahaahJaln 

Physics tor IIT-JEE 45000 

Objective Physics 26600 

ItKaur 

Objective Chemistry 32500 

V.VenkatoehwarRaoetL 

EAMCET Mathematics 275.00 

R.8. Aggarwal 


An Advanced Approach toData Re. 

4500 

Arithmetfo(SubtoctiveandObtoctiveto 
Competitive Exam.) 10000 

Objective Arithmetic 13000 

Mathematics forC.D.a Entrance 
Examination 13500 

Mathematics for N.DA Enl Exams. 13500 
R.8. Aggarwul S Dsapak Aggarwal 
MNhwnsllcsIbi M C . A Entrance 
Examination 12500 
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VhhnooBhagwan 4 Vidya Bhutan Rs. 
ImianAdmMatratilon 12000 

A Textbookof PubticAdmHs&atjon 12000 


fcR.«ngli Re. 

Objective Botany 16500 

VkiayKumtr 

BWogyforPre-Merflcal/ProOental 
Entrance Examination 29000 

C.8. BecH 

S. Cherxfs General Studee 90000 

P.8. Khtinant, N.M. Mmdaokar 
S. Gland's Common Entrance 
Taat{Mdmatra) 22500 

P.S. Verms & P.C. Shrivastava 
Objective Zoology (In Press) 1 


K.L Kumar 
Your Interview 


r— 

Marti Ram Aggarwals 
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r.rvrRu 

and General Studies 
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K. MOHAN Re.225.00 
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Problem of Child Labour 


C HILDREN have always worked, to 
varying degrees, in nearly all cultures, 
but with the development of the Industrial 
Revolution, child labour in the new 
factories began on a larger scale. However, 
use of child labour was not regarded a 
social problem until the introduction of 
the factory system. 

Children must work because the 
survival of their families depends on it. 
They work because of poverty and non¬ 
availability of schools, compounded by 
poor quality of education and rapid rural 
and urban migration. 

Employers find child workers 
especially attractive and economical 
because of their innate or perceived 
characteristics like docility and speed, 
because they can be paid very low wages 
and because they offer flexibility in 
situation of fluctuating or unstable 
conditions. Employers exercise power and 
control over their underage employees 
and child labour is virtually synonymous 
with labour without representation or 
rights. 

Prohibition or regulation 

S INCE the problem of child labour 
captured media attention there have 
been two schools of thought about tackling 
it—prohibition or regulation. The group 
favouring regulation argued that poverty 
was the main cause of child labour and 
attempt should be made under which the 
children work rather than to prohibit such 
work. Since poverty could not be simply 
legislated away, regulation would help in 
tackling child labour. 

Other group believed,that the tender 
age of children should not be abused and 
they should not be forced by economic 
necessity to enter avocations unsuited to 
their age or strength. 

Today, there is a world-wide concern 


for total abolition of child labour, which 
arises in large part from the implications 
for the child's health, education, physical 
and intellectual development and for his 
lifetime opportunities. 

Efforts of ILO 

T HF most important efforts to eliminate 
child-labour abuses throughout the 
world come from the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), founded in 1919. The 
organization has introduced several child- 
labour conventions and recommendations 
among its members, including a minimum 
age of 16 years for admission to all work 
(whether within the family or not), a 
higher minimum age for specific types of 
employment, compulsory medical 
examinations, and regulation of night 
work. 

A convention seeks to create 
obligations of binding nature and its 
ratification requires complete compliance 
with all its provisions. A recommendation, 
on the other hand, is generally guiding 
principles for action and may be 
implemented progressively or in parts. 

The ILO, however, does not have 
the power to enforce these conventions; it 
depends on voluntary compliance of 
member nations. The United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
adopted in 1989, includes restrictions on 
child labour and is formally binding on 
all countries which have ratified it, but it 
has no enforcement mechanisms attached. 

UN estimates state that by the year 
2000 there will be 375 million child 
labourers worldwide. 

The law in India 

IN India the child labour (Prohibition and 
IRegul^tion Act) came into force towards 
lafter half of 1986. It listed particular 


processes in certain industries as being 
banned for children below the age of 14 
years, with a proviso that such a ban 
would not apply to those children working 
as part of family labour or to those 
working in any State-funded or State- 
supported institutions. It is interesting to 
note that the provisions of the 1986 Act 
were almost identical to those in the 
Employment of Children Act 1938. 

The only difference between the laws 
of 1938 and 1986 was that the latter 
envisaged the constitution of a Child 
Labour Technical Advisory Committee, 
which was to investigate on a continuing 
basis, processes in different industries in 
order to determine whether they were 
hazardous or not. 

New convention of ILO 

R ECENTLY, International Labour 
Organisation adopted a convention 
banning the more exploitative forms of 
child labour. Few will argue that this 
disturbing aspect of child labour deserves 
priority. Child workers trapped in highly 
exploitative, dangerous and hazardous 
activities merits the world's attention and 
support. Hazardous jobs pose danger to 
life and health of child workers by unsafe 
working environment in many 
agricultural and industrial undertakings. 

The existence of the law banning child 
labour in hazardous occupations in India 
has not helped in eradicating the menace 
of child labour. This is because it is very 
difficult to define what is dangerous or 
hazardous * 

The Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Act of India is based on the 
belief that child labour should be 
prohibited in hazardous processes but the 
Act does not use the word hazardous 
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hazardous or not. 

Also, even the non-hazardous 
occupations carry hazards in respect of 
psychological effect on the mental and 
intellectual development of children. 

ILO bans will not change the 
economic reality of the child workers. 
Most of the India's 60 million child 
workers work in carpet, firecrackers, glass, 
match and lock industries and labour in 
fields. Such children will continue to find 
means to support their families 

Instead, there is need to provide 
alternatives to child labour. Free and 
compulsory primary education is a 
necessary, if not sufficient, condition for 
eradicating child labour. Article 45 of 
directive principle of State policy of India 
provides that the State shall endeavour to 
provide within a period of ten years from 
the commencement of the Constitution 
free and compulsory education to children 
until they complete the age of 14 years. 
Even after 50 years of independence we 
have failed to universalize primary 
education. 

Measures that relieve the poverty, 
unemployment and work-burden together 
with educational infrastructure expansion 
is necessary to combat child labour. Urban 
unemployment rates are very high in 
developing countries. In these 
circumstances, employment of children 
becomes an essential means of generating 
and supplementing the family income. 

Emancipation of women is also 
necessary to regulate child labour. When there 
are restrictions on women's participation in 
specific or non-domestic activities, children 
begin to peribnn these roles. 

But, on the other hand, given the fact 
that the abolition of child labour is 
unattainable in many developing 
countries in the short run, and therefore 
millions of children will continue to work 
under hazardous and exploitative 
conditions, the conditions under which the 
child workers work should be the focus of 
present day's policy. 

There is a suggestion of looking at 
child labour mainly as "labour problem". 
Therefore most of the solutions presented 
should be in form of asking for equal 
; wages for adults and children and 
Ij: unionizing children so they can demand 


equality from the system. 

The recent ILO convention may be 
the first step towards a broad linkage of 
labour with trade. Developing countries 
have alleged that the developed countries 
like USA are using the existence of child 
labour as a pretext to restrict imports from 
the developing countries. Their objective 
is to protect their industries and workers 
as third world exports with their price 
advantage may lead to loss of job of 
western workers This argument is, 
however, not justified as not even 5 per 
cent of all child workers are employed in 
the export industry. 

Measures for abolition 

T HE eventual abolition of child labour 
and protection of working children 
during the transitional period requires not 
only legislative provision but also a range 
of complementary provisions aimed at 
attacking the root cause of child labour 
and reducing its incidence over time. 

■ Provision of schemes that generate 
and enhance employment and income 
among adult workers. 


■ Equally important is foe prediction 
of schooling including formal and 
non-formal education. 

■ Feeding programs and free 
availability of books and uniform for 
school children. 

■ "Debureaucratisation" of {jie issue of 
child labour so that it can become a 
subject of public concern, rather than 
almost exclusive concern of the 
government. Creating a strong 
organisational infrastructure of local 
initiatives can do this. 

■ Attacking the basic cause of child 
labour through poverty eradicating 
schemes. 

■ Protecting children at work by 
introducing measures for their 
immediate protection from adverse 
working conditions. 

■ Restricting child labour by promoting 
ratification and application of 
international labour standards. 

The complex nature of child labour 

problem implies a need for multipro¬ 
nged approach encompassing not only 
legislation and enforcement but also 
action in the above mentioned areas. 


| Kids in Conflict 

Terrorist and rebel groups are known to recruit and draft 
youngsters. In the last decade, two million children have 
been killed, one million orphaned and six million seriously 
injured or disabled because of conflicts. 

More than 300,000 children under 18—some as young 
as seven—are known to be currently engaged in armed 
conflicts around the world, in places such as Sudan, 
Colombia, Angola, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan. 

The terrorist and rebel groups recruit children because 
they are malleable and strangers to clanger, and therefore 
convenient instruments for mindless violence. 

In last week of August, 1999, the UN Security Council unanimously 
adopted a resolution urging all warring parties to protect children and stop 
turning them Into soldiers. The resolution was the Security Council’s first on 
dealing with children In armed conflict. 

The resolution condemned the targeting, recruitment and abduction of 
children In war and urged aH governments to ratify and adhere to treaties 
protecting children. * 

UN Special representative for children in armed conflict, OlaraOtunnu, 
has appealed for the ratification and worldwide application of the Geneva 
Conventions, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the treaty 
establishing the International Criminal Court. 

However, India’s UN ambassador Kamlesh Sharma said that the Council 
was Impotent to stop rebel groups and terrorists from recruiting and drafting h 
children. *, 
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, Human Development Report: 

An Analysis 


The Human Development Report 
brought out by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) is a 
document that compares relative development 
in countries. It also compares various indices 
which show how human resources arc used 
and treated in different countries The tenth 
report, published this year, has the theme 
"Globalisation with a human face" and 
describes aspects of globalisation which create 
prosperity, on one hand, and human 
insecurity, on the other. It is an important 
report which sheds light on the 
globalisation process In this issue, we 
present an analysis of the latest report, 
which provides an invaluable comparative 
picture af countries. 

T HE Human Development Report 
(HDR) is an annual project conceived 
and directed by the late economist 
Mahbub ul Haq. It recognises that the real 
wealth of a nation are its people. "The 
purpose of development is to create an 
enobling environment for people to enjoy 
long, healthy and creative lives. This 
simple but powerful truth is too often 
forgotten in the pursuit of material and 
I financial wealth", —the words of the first 
HDR in 1990 hold good even today. 

Globalisation with a human face 

/^\VER foe yean, globalisation has been 
v/chanted as a mantra. It has been taken 
as a path of rapid economic growth. 
Countries go out of their way to attract 
foreign investment. Many countries, 
including India, have undertaken the path 
of liberalisation, often forgetting the 
impact on people. It is often seen as a flow 
°f money and goods in world markets. 
The latest HDR recognises thpt, 
globalisation has connected people 
everywhere. It has created opportunities, 
t hut at the same time has resulted in 


"shrinking space, shrinking time and 
disappearing borders". The report 
recognises that when profit motives of 
market players get out of hand, they 
challenge people's ethics—and sacrifice 
respect for justice and human rights. 

Perhaps, for the Erst time it has been 
accepted that the rewards of globalisation 
spread unequally and inequitably, 
concentrating power and wealth in a select 
group of people. It says that the challenge 
is not to stop expansion of global markets 
but to find the rules and institutions for 
stronger governance. It must be ensured 
that globalisation works for people, and 
not just for profits. Thus, it must have: 
a) ethics and less violation of human 
rights, b) equity and less disparity within 
and among nations, c) inclusion, meaning 
less marginalisation of people, d) h u m a n 
security with less instability, 

e) sustainability,so that there is less 
environmental destruction, and 

f) development, resulting in less poverty 
and deprivation. 

Inequalities 

T HE HDR points out that in the past 
decade, inequalities have risen greatly. 
The rich countries have good growth 
figures, but 55 countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa and East Europe have had declining 
per capita income. 



Top 

one-fifth 

People 

Bottom 

one-fifth 

People 

Share of world GDP 86% 

1% 

World export markets 82% 

1% 

Foreign direct 



investment 

68% 

1% 

Telephone lines 

74% 

1.5% 

Internet users 

93% 

0.2% 


Globalisation has also resulted in new 
threats to human insecurity. The financial 
turmoil in East Asia in 1997 showed that 
human impacts are severe and persist for 
long after the economic recovery. 
Education and health budgets have come 
under pressure. Globalisation has resulted 
in insecurities of various kinds. There is 
greater job insecurity with countries 
adopting more flexible labour policies. 
There is health insecurity, with the spread 
of HIV/AIDS—with 95% of the 16,000 
infected each day living in developing 
countries, AIDS has become a poor 
person's disease. Further, there is cultural 
insecurity as well, since the flow of culture 
today is unbalanced and flows in one 
direction, from rich countries to poor. The 
HDR also recognises that deregulated 
markets mean free flow not only of legal 
goods but of heroin and weapons as well. 
Criminals are reaping the rewards of 
globalisation, resulting in personal 
insecurity. Finally, there is environmental 
insecurity, which undercuts the 
livelihoods of half a billion people. This is 
today’s "silent emergency". 

How can human development be 
achieved, given these inequalities? The 
HDR gives an agenda of seven key 
challenges, each requiring national and 
international action: 

1. Countries must have social 
policies, for redistribution and for safety 
nets, with an approach that combines 
human development and poverty 
eradication with social protection. 

2. Reduce the threat of financial 
volatility in liberalised markets. 
Significantly, foe HDR says that capital 
account must be liberalised carefully. 

3. Strong global action to tight global 
crime, emergencies like environmental 
degradation, HIV/AIDS and other 
problems that threaten human security. 

4. New technologies like the Internet 
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must be tapped for poverty eradication, or economic stagnation. flattering 

with a review of intellectual property The top five countries in human 

rights under the TRIPS agreement to development are Canada, Norway, USA, HPHE indices reveal a not too flattering 

redress those areas that undermine food Japan and Belgium. The lowest five picture for India. The per capita GDP 

security, indigenous knowledge, biosafety countries are Burundi, Burkina Faso, has increased from $251 in 1990 to $465 in 

and access to health care. Ethiopia, Niger and Sierra Leone. India is 1^97, but the country is ranked below 

5. Reverse the marginalisation of ranked at 132 and figures in the medium Myanmar (128) and Algeria (108). It shares 

poor, small countries. One area is to reduce human development category. Life company with Zimbabwe (130) and Ghana 
the debt burden of 41 Heavily Indebted expectancy is 62.6 years and adult literacy (133). This shows that for all dhr feelings 

Poor Countries (HIPCs) whose debt rate is 53 5% (1997 figures). Pakistan is °f superiority and exhortations that we 

amounted to $11.1 billion in 1996, ranked at 138 and Bangladesh at 150. In are the next superpower of the world, we 

squeezing spending on education and 31 of the 174 countries, life expectancy are equal in human development to some 

health. increased, but it fell in 18 countries in African countries. Even Iraq is ranked at 

6. Remedy imbalances in structures Africa, East Europe and CIS. 125/ much higher than India. The country 

of global governance. Poor countries have The HPI reveals disparities within clearly has a long way to go. 

little influence in global policies, which countries between rural and urban areas The UNDP's Human Development 
must be rectified. or between regions and districts. In India Report does have certain shortcomings. 

7. Building a more democratic the HPI shows human deprivation to be E° r example, it takes into consideration 

structure for global governance in the 21st i the highest in Bihar (54%) and lowest in on ty three parameters: life expectancy, 

century, including a strong UN, a world Kerala (23%). The population with access educational attainment and the capacity 

environment agency and a world to sate drinking water is just 19%, to health 10 buy basic goods and services 

investment trust. I services 25%, and to sanitation 71%. The (purchasing power parity, or PPP). This 

1 . .. . _ iii *.i • • t.i.t 

Human Development Indices 

HE second part reports 

the development indices of various i life expectancy is almost the same, the basis for comparison. The ranking 

countries. The Human Development Index ! adult literacy is 39.4% for women and provides an indication about domestic 

(HDI) measures average achievements in j 66 7% for men. The real GDP per capita policies that countries should follow to 

basic human development in one j has been calculated at $902 for women and improve the state of human development, 

composite index and produces a ranking 1 $2,389 for men. The GEM is a measure of Unfortunately, many developing 

of countries. The Gender-related how women are empowered in political countries, including India, are too mired 

Development Index (GDI) and the Gender and economic spheres of activity. It puts hi their domestic politics that little thought 

Empowerment Measure (GEM) were the number of seats held by women in * s given to things like education and 

introduced in 1995 and measure gender Parliament at 8.3%. There are only 2.3% health—things that affect human 

inequalities in human development I he j female administrators and managers in the development. The tragedy of the HDR is 

1997HDR introduced the Human Poverty i country and 20.5% of professional and not that it is inadequate, but that it is 

Index (HPI) which measures deprivations technical workers are women. largely ignored. 



report says that 53% of children under age 
five are under-weight. 

The GDI reveals wide differences 
between men and women in India. While 


coma De criucisea on grounas mat numan 
development is complex and cannot be 
measured on these few parameters alone. 
However, the report does provide some 


in dimensions of human development. 

The HDI reflects achievements in the j 
most basic human capabilities, such as , 
leading a long life, being knowledgeable | 
and enjoying a decent standard of living. | 
Three variables are used to represent this: | 
life expectancy, educational attainment and 
income. The HDI focuses on areas beyond 
per capita income and provides a more 
comprehensive picture of human life than i 
income does. This year, of the 174 countries ! 
for which the HDI has been calculated, 45 
are in the high human development 
category, 94 in the medium category and 
35 in the low category. Sixteen countries 
have experienced reversals in human 
development since 1990, due to HIV/AIDS 


Some facts from the HDR 

The US has more computers than the rest of the world combined. 

A computer costs an average Bangladeshi more than 8 years of income, 
compared to one month's wage of an average American. 

Industrialised countries hold 97 per cent of the world's patents. 

Nearly 80 per cent of all websites are in English, when only 10 per cent 
of the people worldwide speak the language. 

The top 10 telecom companies hold 86 per cent of the market. In 
computers, almost 70 per cent. * 

Foreign direct investment was 400 billion dollars in 1997, and 58 percent 
of this went to industrialised countries. Of the rest, 80 per cent went to 
just 20 countries, with the maximum going to China. 

Asia, with 23 per cent of the world's population, has less than 1 per cent 
of the world’s Internet connections. 
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Restructuring the Finances 


The process of structural reforms was 
started in the 1991 by the Union government, 
mainly to overcome the serious fiscal crisis. As 
a result of the policy ofeconomic reforms being 
followed so far by the government, the Central 
finances may not have improved substantially, 
but their further deterioration has been effec¬ 
tively checked. At that point of time, barring a 
couple of States, the finances of the State gov¬ 
ernments voere generally healthy. But the re¬ 
port of Fifth Pay Commission, and its virtual 
adoption by most of the State governments, 
has given a fatal bloiu to the State finances and 
today most of the State governments are facing 
extreme financial crunch, forcing them to con¬ 
sider adoption of a time-bound programme of 
fiscal reforms. 

Alarming Trends 

T A THEN die process of reforms was ini- 
V V Hated in 1991, the finances of the 
Central government were in focus. Now it 
is the turn of State finances to be restruc¬ 
tured. Ull mid-nineties, most of the States 
were managing their revenues quite well 
but the past few years have really upset all 
their fiscal projections. Gross Fiscal Deficit 
(GFD) of all States taken together has as¬ 
sumed alarming proportions, and worsen¬ 
ing year after year. From a level of Rs 37,261 
crore in 1996-97, the GFD shot up to Rs 
50881 crore in 1997-98, representing a jump 
of 45 per cent in one single year. During 
the year 1998-99, this figure is likely to cross 
Rs 60,000 crore. In 1997-98, Uttar Pradesh 
posted the highest GFD of Rs 11,313 crore, 
followed by West Bengal and Maharashtra, 
with GFD figures at Rs 4974 crore and Rs 
4884 crore, respectively. In addition, ten 
other States, including Bihar, Gujarat, 
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Orissa 
and Karnataka, have run up the deficits 
rangingfiromRs 3039crore toRs 1585erbre. 
During 1998-99, Uttar Pradesh, West Ben¬ 
gal and Maharashtra, are expected to be 


of Slates 

the States with heaviest deficit, with other 
States being in no better position. Excep¬ 
tionally high growth of revenue deficits has 
been identified as the most important fac¬ 
tor responsible for the worsening GFD sce¬ 
nario. 

Another disturbing trend in the fiscal 
management of the States is exceptionally 
higher reliance placed by the States on 
borrowings. In 1996-97, all the State gov¬ 
ernments secured loans totalling Rs 17574 
crore from the Centre and raised market 
borrowings worth Rs 6516 crore, for meet¬ 
ing the GFD of Rs 37261 crore. Thus, Cen¬ 
tral borrowings constituted about 47 per 
cent in financing of GFD and market bor¬ 
rowing contributed 17.5 per cent. In the 
year 1998-99, these figures are expected 
to be around Rs 29000 crore and Rs 7574, 
respectively, in the projected GFD of about 
Rs 60,000 crore, representing the share of 
Central government borrowings and mar¬ 
ket borrowings at around 48 per cent and 
12.5 per cent, respectively. As a result, 
States' fiscal deficit, which was 2.9 per 
cent of the GDP in 1994-95 is expected to 
rise sharply to 3.7 per cent of the GDP in 
1998-99. 

Related to poor fiscal management is 
the menacingly rising revenue deficits of 
the States. Aggregate revenue expenditure 
increased by 17 per cent in 1998-99, due to 
sharp rise in expenditure on administra¬ 
tive and miscellaneous general services. 
Expenditure on these two factors has risen 
sharply due to pay revision by 80 per cent 
and 72 per cent, respectively. Revenue re¬ 
ceipts, on the other hand, have gone down 
marginally The aggregate revenue receipts 
of Hie major States grew by 14.7 per cent in 
1998-99, as against 15.8 per cent in the re¬ 
vised estimates for the previous year. Most 
frustrating is the fact that even the collec¬ 
tion of the sales tax, which is the most 
important revenue source for the States, 
grew at a lower rate in 1998-99 i.e. 16.1 per 
rent as compared to a higher growth of 17 
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per cent in the previous year. 

Interest payments were as high as 37 
per cent of all non-developmental expen¬ 
diture of the States during 1998-99. In fact, 
non-developmental expenditure also 
leaves a disturbing trend. Growing annu¬ 
ally at the rate of about 18 per cent during 
the late eighties, non-developmental ex¬ 
penditure grew at an average rate of about 
21 per cent during early nineties. But dur¬ 
ing 1998-99, the non-developmental expen¬ 
diture is expected to rise by 33 per cent. 
Similarly, another cause of serious worry is 
the steady increase in the non-plan expen¬ 
diture of the States. The gross non-plan 
expenditure of all the 26 States (includ¬ 
ing NCT Delhi), which was Rs 1,29,133 
crore in 1995-96, rose sharply to Rs 2,02331 
crore in 1998-99. In terms of per cent in¬ 
crease, this category of expenditure grew 
by 15.9 per cent in 1996-97, and by 17 per 
cent in 1998-99. At individual level, some 
States have done extremely bad in this re¬ 
gard. In Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh 
the growth of non-plan expenditure dur¬ 
ing 1998-99 was as high as 29.3 and 36.1 
per cent, respectively, while growth in 
Orissa and Himachal Pradesh was 31.4 and 
28.4 per cent, respectively, during the same 
year. 

Growing subsidies is yet another cause 
for concern. There has been a substantial 
increase in the total subsidies being offered 
by tire States these days, thanks to grow- - 
ing political populism. Total of explicit and ; 
implicit subsidies now accounts for 10 per " v 
cent of the GDP. Seventy per cent of all the 
State subsidies account for cheap or free 
financing of non-merit goods, including 
higher education, family welfare, irrigation, ■ 

power and agriculture. The priorities have 
gone upside down as other services like 
primary education and essential infrastruc¬ 
ture get a meagre residual share of subsi¬ 
dies. As per the Constitution of India, State 
governments can levy taxes on urban prop¬ 
erty, agricultural income and small scale 
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industries, but the growing populism has 
prevented all the State governments from 
effectively taxing any of these areas. 

Obvious Reasons 

O ^JE of the most important factors 
responsible for sudden deterioration 
ot the State tinances is the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Fifth Pay Commission, which 
have been adopted in Mo by most of the 
State governments. The burden of this pay 
commission report has been the heaviest 
so far in the fiscal history of the States. 
Irony is that the entire pay hike suggested 
has been adopted, but the other parts of 
the report, aimed at improving the produc¬ 
tivity and efficiency, have been ignored al¬ 
together. 

This, however, is not the only reason. 
In most of the States, the gap between tax 
revenue potential and actual realisation has 
•been widening, especially in the richer State 
like Maharashtra, where a large variety of 
concessions are given for many reasons 
Non-tax revenues in real terms (after tak¬ 
ing away the effect of inflation) have been 
virtually stagnant in most of the States. 

Failure of most of the States to con¬ 
tain the non-productive and wasteful rev¬ 
enue expenditure is another contributing 
factor. On top of that, there is a general 
reluctance on part of the States to raise 
revenues to augment their resources. This 
has resulted in mounting revenue expen¬ 
diture, leading to Fiscal crisis. This situa¬ 
tion of crisis has emerged only during the 
past two decades. Earlier, almost all the 
States had a positive balance from the 
current revenues, but at present balance 
from current revenues is negative for al¬ 
most all States, meaning thereby that their 
finances are not even sufficient to meet the 
non-plan expenditure. This is also result¬ 
ing in diversion of funds from capital ac¬ 
count to meet the entire revenue 
expenditure on the plan side and part of 
revenue expenditure on non-plan side too. 

All these factors have put most of the 
States under extreme financial burden. 
Many States have pinned their hopes on 
29 per cent of the Central taxes which are 
expected to be devolved by the Eleventh 
Finance Commission soon. Many others are 
resorting to further borrowings to meet 


their earlier debt repayment commitments. 
This trend needs to be arrested immedi¬ 
ately, otherwise the cheap political popu¬ 
lism will put the entire financial system of 
the country (including the States) in seri¬ 
ous jeopardy. 

Impending Restructuring 

is for the first time after independence 
at need for reforms at the State-level 
has been recognised with due earnest. For 
the first time, a Finance Commission (Elev¬ 
enth Finance Commission) has been asked 
to go into the financial management of the 
States and give its recommendations on 
restructuring of State finances. Further, the 
government had commissioned a panel, 
known as Pant Panel under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Sh K.C. Pant, Vice-Chairman of the 
Planning Commission, to find out long¬ 
term solutions to tackle growing fiscal 
deficits of the States. Further, an economic 
reforms package is being prepared in the 
Planning Commission which includes sev¬ 
eral measures to improve the financial 
health of the State governments. These 
measures are, on the one hand, expected 
to improve the finances of the States, and, 
on the other, improve considerably the 
investment by the States in social sectors, 
thereby assistmg in rapid economic devel¬ 
opment. 

The industrial sector believes that un¬ 
less the measures already taken by the Union 
government were supplemented by the 
States, it was extremely difficult to have an 
investment-friendly industrial climate. Fed¬ 
eration of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) has recently empha¬ 
sized the need for minimising the interven¬ 
tion of the State governments in industrial 
relations and integrating the laws of vari¬ 
ous States and the Union government. It 
was further maintained by the FICCI that 
the Union government should promote 
healthy competition among the State gov¬ 
ernments for offering more investor-friendly 
and business-attractive climate. 

K.C. Pant Panel has come up with 
some specific suggestions regarding the 
reforms to be introduced in the States. 
Foremost of all the suggestions is the rec¬ 
ommendation to drastically reduce direct 
and indirect subsidies. It is suggested that 


the era of subsidies, particularly the non- 
merit ones, was over and near-free power 
and water for the agricultural sector was 
required to be charged. In most of the 
States, subsidies account for nearly three- 
fourth of their revenue earnings and the 
trend to increase these for populist pur¬ 
poses was extremely dangerous. 

Other recommendations of tTiis Panel 
arc the need for improving tax collections 
in the States and ensure better tax compli¬ 
ance and recovery. Further, the downsizing 
ot the State governments is very essential 
to do away with over-staffing and this 
could take place by taking specific and 
substantial measures, rather than increas¬ 
ing the staff, as is happening in most of the 
States. Another important area touched by 
the Report is the poor financial manage¬ 
ment in most of the Public Sector Under¬ 
takings (PSUs). Most of the State PSUs are 
in dire straits and incurring losses year after 
year. Meagre resources of the States are 
spent in managing these undertakings and 
most of them are sick. Hence, the panel 
has suggested that rather titan disinvesting 
the government equity in these enterprises, 
for which there may be no takers, it is bet¬ 
ter to sell most of them on outright basis, 
as valuable fixed assets are owned by most 
of them which may interest the private 
investors. 

In addition to the above mentioned 
long-run measures, the Planning Commis¬ 
sion and the Ministry of Finance have 
worked out a short-term bail-out package 
for the States. Those States who agree to 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Finance Ministry to revise their 
electricity rates during the current finan¬ 
cial year, would be given higher amounts 
of ways and means loans during the year 
1999-2000. For long-term increased assis¬ 
tance, the States would have to promise to 
implement price revision in all the essen¬ 
tial services over a longer period of time 
The Finance Ministry also believes that the 
States will have to wipe qyt their revenue 
short-fall of over Rs 20,000 crore in a given 
tune-frame. 

It has rightly been said that the eta of 
free lunches is oven Centre has done rea¬ 
sonably well to manage its finances and 
now it is the him of the States to show 
their resolve in this field. , 
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What good is Censorship? 


The debate about censorship has been 
brought into focus once again by celebrated 
film-maker Shekhar Kapoor, who has taken 
strong exception to the cuts ordered by the 
Censor Board on his film, Elizabeth He 
has even challenged Chairperson of the 
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC), 
Asha Parekh, to a public debate 

The controversy has brought to light 
two aspects of censorship On the one hand 
is the need for artisttc freedom. On the 
other, is the need to protect the morals and 
values of society Frequently, these two 
conflicting demands see a clash between 
artists and censors. In this issue, we debate 
the issue whether censorship is required at 
all 


I 


Mr A Censorship is in the news 
once again. Film-maker Shekhar Kapoor 
found that cuts were imposed on his 
internationally acclaimed film, Elizabeth, 
and accused the Censor Board of 


arrogance and irresponsibility. But the 
controversy has not started with 
Elizabeth. Every now and then artists 
and film-makera depict something 
which is considered objectionable to the 
morals of society. When it is censored, 
they say that freedom of expression is 
being curbed. There are two 
assumptions here: first, that artists can 
depict anything that they like, and 
secondly, that society is not mature 
enough to accept or reject what is 
presented before them. The conflict 


between freedom of expression and 
protecting society often snowballs into 
a controversy, as it has now. There are 
two sides of the question and both 
sides are passionate about their point 
of view. 


Mr Bft tonot a question of whethef 
the society ts inature enough or not but 
i whether artiste are mature enough. In 
recent times, wehave seen that any 


two-bit artist can get fame by shocking 
or hurting the sensibilities of society. 

The trend was started by Salman 
Rushdie who wrote Satanic Verses. 
Mediocre artists and him makers found 
that this was a good idea to get instant 
fame M.F Hussain painted Saraswata in 
the nude, hoping that Hindus would be 
suitably offended and his picture would 
be printed in the newspapers. Film 
makers graphically depict crimes and 
rapes to titillate the audience. A 
disturbing trend has come to light—that 
film makers deliberately put in such 
scenes and when the Censor Board cuts 
them, the film gets free publicity In the 
name of artistic freedom, certain people 
are misusing their artistic freedom The 
question is. are the artists mature 
enough 7 The answer is no, and hence 
society needs to be protected from the 
mischief that they can cause After all, it 
must be understood that the media has 
the potential to ignite communal 
passions and hatred among 
communities, not to speak of 
encouraging crime by graphically 
depicting it and glorifying it. A new 
fashion is to look at criminals and 
terrorists with sympathy—films like 
Maachis and Dil Sc try to show 
terrorists as victims of circumstance and 
play for sympathy of the audience. Such 
films usually win awards. I feel society 
must be protected from such misplaced 
sympathies There is no freedom for 
expression when a murderer is sought 
to be glorified. I would say that 
censorship is not only right but it is not 
being done well enough what movies 
glorifying criminals are passed for 
general viewing. 

Mr C Some artists may well fall 
into the category that you describe. But 
I think we have a right to know both 
sides of the picture. Taking your 
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example, if we criticise criminals, we 
can never hope to change fixe 
circumstances that give rise to such 
individuals. Why don't we leave it to 
the people to deride what they want to 
see and what they don't? After all, if 
people do not like a particular film, 
they will not see it. The same goes for 
books and works or art. When we have 
a Censor Board, it is assumed that 
people do not know what is good for 
them and the government must protect 
the people from the mischievous artists. 
I feel this is not right. It is giving power 
to the government in an area in which it 
has neither the expertise nor the right to 
interfere. If a thing is worthless or 
offensive, who will give money for it? 
Thus artists and film makers will learn 
not to try and create a sensation. On the 
other hand, once a work is banned or 
cut, not only is there publicity but a 
curiosity is kindled in the minds of 
people to see what is so offending. The 
nude Saraswab should have been 
relegated to the dust-bin but the hue 
and cry that was created made the artist 
into a celebrity. Thus, censorship serves 
the opposite purpose—not of protecting 
sociefy but to publicise works that are 
actually worthless. 

Mr D You are partly right to some 
extent. But it is wrong to say that 
censorship does not serve any purpose 
at all. You assume that people are 
mature enough to choose what is right 
and wrong. But foe fact is that nudity 
and graphic depiction of crime does 
attract people even though they know it 
is wrong. Young people get wrong ideas 
from it. In foe USA, foe rise of foe gun 
culture and frequent shoot-outs has 
been attributed to what is shown on foe 
media. Why do you flunk crimes 
against women in our own country am 
rising? It is because people see things 


on the screen and know that they can 
get away with them. There have been 
cases when people have robbed banks 
and committed murders after watching 
movies. So how can all censorship be 
wrong? I see nothing wrong in 
protecting society from potential 
criminals. I also do not see any 
violation of freedom of expression it 
depiction of rape and crime is 
censored. If a work fans communal 
hatred or glorifies terrorism, >t cannot 
be related to freedom of expression. I 
think we are stretching this freedom 
too far. i 

Mr E You are forgetting that j 
modern technology has made 1 

censorship a joke. Today, we can 
download anything from the Internet. 
There are CDs available for just about 
anything. Cable television shows us 
things considered bad just a few years 
ago. When things are so easily 
available, what can censorship achieve? 

If we think we are saving the morals of 
society by censoring some lines or some 
scenes from movies, we are only tooling 
ourselves. Censorship is, in fact, an j 
outdated idea that comes from the ! 
British times when the government had 
to control information so that nationalist j 
feelings would not be encouraged 
Today such ideas are outdated. The 
government is simply meddling in 
something over which it no longer has 
any control. It should not waste its 
energies in trying to protect culture: 
people should be allowed to choose 
what they want. In developed countries 
like USA and France, there is little 
censorship, but people have not given 
themselves up to orgies and enjoyment. 

In the UK, the tabloid press has 
sensationalised everything, but these 
papers are in trouble now as there are < 
few readers who find anything , 

worthwhile in them. In Scandinavian 
countries, there is no censorship but 
pornography is a dying industry. Even 
in India, cheap movies which run in 
morning shows find very few takers. I 
would say that the government should 
stop bothering about such thing6 and 
do better things. Society will look after 


itself and there is no need to appoint 
guardians of culture. 

Mr A The issue here is less about 
culture but more about crime and 
violence. A person can hardly be 
blamed if he is tempted to try out the 
same. Let us accept that movies, 
television and printed matter are strong 
influences. Self-censorship is the ideal 
solution. The trouble is that India is a 
huge country: inequalities are very great 
and it is home to people of many 
religions Anything depicted in the 
media has the potential of 
destabilising society. We know that 
the communal situation m the country 
is volatile Rumours can spark off 
riots Without censorship we may end 
up facing conflagrations every few 
weeks. Other countries did not face 
such problems. So it is wrong to 
compare the situation in India with 
those of other countries. In India we 
certainly need censorship. When we 
have lots of irresponsible people, we 
surely need a regulating mechanism. 
Till the time that artists and film 
makers do not show restraint, we 
need a Censor Board. It is wrong to 
say that all censorship is bad 

Mr C Censorship may be justifiable 
in some cases as you have mentioned. 
The trouble is that government officials 
often behave in an arrogant manner and 
think that they have the right to cut out 
anything, whether it makes sense or 
not. Even those connected with films, 
like Asha Parekh, start behaving like 
power-happy bureaucrats when they are 
given the charge of Censor Board. 
Anyone who is in any position of 
power becomes arrogant. This is more 
than evident in the recent controversy 
about Elizabeth. The censor has cut out 
one word saying it was obscene and a 
scene in which a head is shown 
impaled on a pole. These things sound 
quite silly, considering that the word 
may well have been missed by the 
audiences and in any case few people 
would have known its real meaning. As 
for the scene of a head, the violence 
that we see in Hindi movies is far 
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worse. The Censor Board has not acted 
responsibly in this case, if we consider 
three questions: did it hurt any religious 
sentiments? Was it depicting a crime? 
Did it incite communal feelings? 
Censoring an internationally acclaimed 
movie on frivolous grounds can 
certainly not be justified. In the past 
too, such things have happened: scenes 
have been cut from movies and when 
the film maker went to the Minister of 
Broadcasting, the objections are 
withdrawn Why do we need this 
sycophantic culture? It only encourages 
bribery and corruption. So my objection 
is that censorship gives unnecessary 
power to petty officials and to people 
who just want to exercise their power 
There should be a way of stopping 
arbitrary actions in the name of 
censorship. 

Mr D We have had a lively 
discussion and many points have been 
raised. I think we are in agreement that 
some censorship is necessary, at least 
for a country like India, where religious 
and communal sentiments can be easily 
hurt. When it is becoming fashionable 
for irresponsible artists to paint obscene 
pictures, when great people like 
Mahatma Gandhi can be denigrated 
through plays and articles, when 
advertisers show sexual acts to sell 
shoes or ice cream, there is certainly a 
need for censorship. At the same time, 
there is need to have certain guidelines 
for the censor board so that-fcrbitrary 
decisions are avoided. Before any scene 
or word is cut, it would be necessary to 
ask whether it hurts religious-.- 
sentiments or is otherwise mischievous. 
The absence of guidelines has given 
undue power to the censors! The group 
agrees that censorship is npf bad per sc, 
but the way that it is being done must 
be reviewed to avoid controversies in 





Business GK 


Business GK is a feature of m any 
management entrance tests This feature 
gives the latest Business GK to help you 
update of the latest happenings in the 
corporate world 


Directions for Q. 1-7: Given below 
are seven company logos. Match the 
logos with their companies: 


El 



1 




(a) Apollo Tyres 

(b) C-Dot 

(c) Exim Bank 

(d) HDFC 

(e) National Insurance 


6 


If! {/) Piaggio 


I ^ 


(g) Shell 


8. "Flexibonds" are issued by which 
of the following companies? 

(a) IDBI (i») ICICI 

(c) SW (d) HDFC 

9. 'A Brilliant Sun', a film by Zafar 
Hai, is a biographical movie on which of 
the following industrialists? 

(a) Ratan Tata (b) S.P. Godrej 

(c) Aditya Vikram Birla 

(d) Dhlrubhai Ambani 

10. Which Indian company won foe 
"Best of foe Best Supplier" award from 
General Motors' (GM), USA, for the third 

I time? 

" (a) ModHterex (b) Maruti Udyog 


(c) Mahindra & Mahmdra 

(d) Sundaram Fasteners Ltd 

11. Tropicana Fruit Juice, which has 
been launched on a trial basis in the 
country, is a brand owned by which of the 
following companies? 

(a) Coca Cola (b) PepsiCo 

(c) Tang (d) Sunkist 

12. Name the cold drink company 
which has been involved in a 
contamination charge m Europe? 

(a) Coca Cola (b) Pepsico 

(c) Schweppes (d) Sunkist 

13 The brand "Becosules", which has 
been re-branded recently, belongs to which 
of the following companies? 

(a) Ranbaxy (b) Pfizer 

(c) Cadila 

(d) Smithkline Beecham 

14. The brand "Captain Cook" has 
been sold recently. Which of the following 
companies have acquired the brand? 

(a) International Bestfoods Ltd 

(b) Hindustan Lever Ltd 

(c) Glaxo (d) Henkel 

Directions for Q. 15-25: Match the 

advertising slogan with the company/ 
brand: 

15. Nobody cares as much 

(a) Tata Steel 
16 Where money lives 

(b) DHL 

17. Better Answers 

(c) Microsoft 

18. The Fastest Way Home 

(d) Nokia 

19. Applying Thought 

(c) Essar 

20. Every Second Counts 

if) Taj Group 

21. Complete Transportation 
Solutions 

(g) Citibank 

22. The Gold Standard 

(h) Wipro 

23. Connecting People 

(0 HCL Beanstalk 


24 Where do you want to go today? 

(/) Compaq 

25 Where you come first 

(fc) Piaggio 

26 The chocolate brand "Munch" has 
been launched by which of foe following 
companies? 

(a) Cadbury’s (b) Amul 
(c) Nestle (d) Candico 

27. Which company has won the 
A&M "Country's best marketing 
company" award for 1998-99? 

(a) BPL (b) Coca Cola 

(c) Titan (d) LG Electronics 

28 KPMG is a- 

(a) financial accounting company 

(b) merchant banking company 

(c) market research company 

(d) management consultancy 

29. The Jamnagar refinery belongs to 
which of the following companies? 

(a) IOL 

(b) Reliance 

(c) HPCL 

(d) Essar 

30. The 'da Vinci' laptop notebook has 
been launched by which of the following 
companies? 

(a) Philips (b) IBM 

(c) Videocon (d) Intel 

31. The soft drink "Sprite" has been 
launched by which of the following 
companies? 

(a) Coca Cola 

(b) Pepsico 

(c) Cadbury Schweppes 

(d) Duke's 

32. The letters 'LG' in LG Electronics 
stand for: 

(a) Lamped USA Group 

(b) Lapaz Goods 

(c) Lucky Goldstar 

(d) Lazarus Group 

33. According to India's Human 
Development indicators brought out by 
NCAER, which State has emerged top 
among all States, in terms of providing 
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die best quality of life, including education 
and health-care? 

(a) Kerala 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Punjab 

id) Andhra Pradesh 

34. David Oglivy, who died recently, 
was connected with which of the following 
fields? 

(a) Marketing 

(b) Finance 

(c) Human Resources 

(d) Advertising 

35. "Date to Dream" is the biography 
of which of the following business leaders? 

(a) JRD Tata 

(b) MS Oberoi 

(c) Aditya Birla 

(d) Swraj Paul 

36. With market value of Rs 34,210 
crore, which company is the most valuable 
company, according to a recent survey of 
the 500 most valuable companies in India? 

(a) Hindustan Lever 

(b) ONGC 

(c) ITC 

(d) Infosys 

37. In the above survey, which public 
sector undertaking is the most valuable 
company in India? 

(a) ONGC 

(b) Indian Oil 

(c) State Bank of India 

(d) MTNL 

38. With sales of $ 161 billion, which 
company heads the list of Fortune 500, the 
largest corporations of the world, 
according to the latest annual ranking by 
Fortune magazine? 

(a) Ford 

(b) Microsoft 

(c) General Motors 

(d) General Electric 

39. Which is the only Indian company 
(ranked 278) in the list of the world's 
largest corporations, the Fortune 500? 

(a) ONGC 

(b) Indian Oil 

(c) State Bank of India 

(d) SAIL 

40. In the list of500 largest companies, 
which of the following countries has the 
maximum number of companies? 

(a) Germany 

(b) USA 


(c) Japan 

(d) Finland 

41. Which of the following is the 
largest bank of the world? 

(a) Deutsche Bank 

(b) Citibank 

(c) HongKong Bank 

(d) Credit Suisse 

42. Which company is the world's 
largest employer, with 11,90,000 
employees? 

(a) General Motors, USA 

(b) US Postal Service 

(c) Sinopec, China 

(d) Toyota, Japan 

43. Which of the following is not a 
financial institution? 

(a) ICICI (6) IDBI 

(c) LIC (d) IIPA 

44. Spot the odd one out: 

(a) KPMG 

(b) Goldman Sachs 

(c) Price Waterhouse Coopers 

(d) McKinsey 

45. Aquafresh toothpaste has been 
launched by which of the following 
companies? 

(a) HLL 

(b) Colgate Palmolive 

(c) Balsara 

id) Smithkline Beecham 

46. Stroh's beer has been launched by 
which of the following companies? 

(a) Mount Shivalik Breweries 

(b) McDowell's 

(c) Shaw Wallace 

id) Modem Breweries 

47. The "Dettol" brand belongs to 
which of the following companies? 

(a) Smithkline Beecham 

(b) Hindustan Lever 

(c) Reckitt & Colman 

(d) P & G 

48. What is "Oral-B"? 

(a) Contraceptive pills 

(b) Toothbrush 

(c) Water purifier 


7 o'clock brand of razor blades? 

(a) Gillette 

(b) ISPL 

(c) 7 o'clock 

(d) Maihotra Shaving Products 

51. Which company manufactures th< 
VIP brand of suitcases? 

(a) Aristocrat • 

(b) Blow Plast 

(c) MRF 

(d) Piramal 

52. Whose signatures would you fine 
on one-rupee notes? 

(a) Minister of Finance 

(b) Governor of RBI 

(c) Prime Minister 

(d) Secretary, Ministry of Finance 

53. Where are the Headquarters o 
UH located 

(a) Mumbai (b) Calcutta 

(c) New Delhi id) Surat 

54. Which company, which earliei 
used the advertising punchline "A Positive 
Attitude", has defaulted on its paymen 
of GDR recently? 

(a) SAIL (b) Essar 

(c) Air India id) Ispat 

55. The brand " YKK" would be founc 
on which of the following products? 

(a) Computers 

(b) Shoes 

(c) Safety pins 

id) Zippers 
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(d) Medicine 

49, Which company advertises itself 
as "The Vision of Sound". 

(a) Kenwood 

(b) Bose 
. (c) Sony 

(d) Samsung 

50. Which company manufactures the 
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Tha CoMpetitioa Mostor'f Guide to 

Opportunities 


This feature alert* our reader* about forthcoming examinations 
and opportunities Institutes should send us information well m 
advance to be included here Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute before applying—this feature is 
not a recommendation of any course or institute 

Correspondence Courses 

1. MA (various subjects), M.Sc (psychology) Diplomas 
in Labour Law and Taxation, MCA—Eligibility- Pass graduation 
for Masters course. Last date- October 15,1999 for MA, M.Sc and 
M.Com courses, October 29,1999 for diploma and MCA courses. 
Apply to: Director, Institute of Correspondence Education, 
University of Madras, Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005 with a DD for 
Rs 100. 

i 

Management 

1. Common Admission Test (CAT) for 6 IIMs and other 
institutes—To be held on December 12, 1999. Eligibility: 
Graduation. Last date: October 12,1999 Forms available at SBI 
branches on payment of Rs 900. Forms also available under 
exceptional circumstances from: In-charge Admissions, Indian 
Institute of Management Bangalore, Bannerghatta Road, 
Bangalore - 560 076 with a DD for Rs 950. 

2. PQ Programme In Management (PQPM)—Eligibility: 
Bachelor's degree with minimum 50% marks. Written test: CAT on 
December 12,1999. Last date. December 10,1999. Apply to: 
Chief Administrative Officer, Management Development Institute 
(MDI), Mehrauli Road, Sukhrali, Gurgaon -122 001 with a DD for 

I Rs 800. Also apply to CAT. E-mail: gpadmnOmdi.ac.in. Website: 
www.mdl.ac.ln. 

3. PG Diploma in Management (PGDM) in Family 
Business (PGDM-FB)—Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test: CAT on December 12,1999. 
Last date: December 8,1999. Apply to: Admissions Coordinator, 
TA Pal Management Institute, Manipal - 576119 with a DD for Rs 
800. Also qpply to CAT. E-mail: tapmiOmahe.emet.in. 

4. PCi Programme in Forestry Management (PFM)— 
Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree with minimum 50% marks and 50% 
aggregate marks at school level. Written test: CAT on December 
12,1^9. Last date: Deoember 7,1999. Stipend: Rs 1500 per 
month. Apply to: Coordinator, PFM Admissions, Indian Institute 
of Forest Management, Post Box 336, Nehru Nagar, 
Bhopal - 482 003. E-mail: cadOllfrn.org. Website: www.iifm.org. 

Merchant Navy , . 

' Admission to T8 Chanakya, Navi Mumbai, and Marine 
Engineering and IHseareh Institute (MEW), Calcutta— 

m • ocwa»‘15nr 


Examination- IIT-JEE on January 2 and May 7,2000 (6ee Admission 
Alert, September, 1999). Last date of receipt of applications: March 
17, 2000 Age limit: 20 years. Application forms available from 
January 10,2000 at selected branches of Syndicate Bank and is 
to be sent to: Directorate General of Shipping, Jahaz Bhawan, 
Walchand Hirachand Marg, Mumbai • 400 001. 

Scholarships 

1. Research fellowship in TVtbal Development—Eligibility: 
Research scholars with a background of social sciences, 
agriculture, medicine, who are already registered for Ph.D/post- 
doctoral with a recognised university. Rate of fellowship: Rs 3,200 
per month. Last date: September 30, 1999. Apply to: Director, 
Tribal Development Division, Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Room 212,2nd floor D wing, Shastri Bhawan, New 
Delhi - 110 001 in the prescribed format. For details see advt 
published on August 7,1999. 

2. Biotechnology Overseas Assoclateshlp—Eligibility: 
Ph.D/MD degree in an area related to biotechnology Last date: 
September 30, 1999. Apply to: Senior Scientific Officer 1, 
Department of Biotechnology, Block II 6th floor, CGO Complex, 
Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003 on the presenbed format. For 
details see advt published on August 7,1999. 

3. Swarnajayanti Fellowships—Eligibility: Ph.D in science 
or engineering, Masters in Engineering or Technology, MD In 
Medicine. Age between 30-40 years. Fellowship amount: Rs 25,000 
per month. Last date: September 30,1999. Apply on the prescribed 
format to: Dr PKB Menon, Joint Adviser, Department of Science 
and Technology, Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road, New 
Delhi -110 016. 

4. German Academic Exchange fellowship—Subjects: Mo- 
engineering, bio-phramacology, metallurgy, environment science, 
agronomy, veterinary science, horticulture and animal husbandry. 
Eligibility: PG degree with first division and 2 years of teaching or 
research experience. Last date: September 30, 1999. Apply to: 
Ministry of Human Resource Development, External Scholarship 
Division, ES-l, Section A-1/W.3, Curzon Road Barracks, Kasturba 
Gandhi Marg, New Delhi -110 001. 

5. Fujitsu Asia Pacific Scholarship Program 2000-2001 
for business programs— Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree 
equivalent to the four-year baccalaureate degree in any 
discipline, GMAT score of 550 or above, grade point 3.0 on a 
4.0 scale, TOEFL score of 600 or above, and three years work 
experience. Last date: October 31,1999, Apply to: JAIMS 
Coordinator, Fujitsu Ltd, Mercantile House, 15 Kasturba Gandhi 
Marg, New Delhi • 110 001. 
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Descriptive Questions 




Looking after Kaigil Heroes' 
families 

Q. Suggest three effective mea¬ 
sures to look after the families of Kargil 
Heroes, both dead and disabled. Say 
how the steps suggested by you would 
produce the desired results. 

Ans. A war is always soaked in the 
sacrifices of the dead and the d-sabled, 
alongwith the sufferings of the kith and 
kin of war heroes who lay down their 
lives against all odds A grateful nation 
like India, though fully alive to the 
daunting task of providing succour and 
sustenance to the families of those who 
have lost their most precious members, 
must remember that if we are living to¬ 
day the officers and soldiers on the war 
front have faced the bullets on their per¬ 
sons on our behalf. It is the moral duty 
of one and all that we waste no time in 
converting our care and concern for the 
bereaved families into some very tangible 
and telling actions so that the woes and 
worries that visit the affected families 
after every war are mitigated to the maxi¬ 
mum possible extent. No doubt, the dead 
cannot be revived, nor the major disabil¬ 
ity turned into ability or normalcy. De¬ 
spite these human limitations, the 
following measures, if taken promptly 
and conscientiously, will go a long way 
in looking after the immediate and long¬ 
term interests and needs of the depen¬ 
dents of war heroes. 

The announcement by the Central 
government to speedily allot five hundred 
'gas agencies' to the widows/dependents 
of martyrs of Kargil war is the first most 
meaningful step towards the rehabilita- 1 
tion of the affected families. The intended 
help meant for the most deserving cases 
would prove the bona-fides of the gov¬ 
ernment. In order to give a practical shape 
to the proposal, the procedural wrangles , 


and red-tapism should be done away 
with. 

Donations pouring into the relief 
funds should be spent exclusively for 
benefits to the war widows and disabled 
soldiers and their families with an ele¬ 
ment of transparency and accountabil¬ 
ity Besides generous grants that theState 
governments have announced for those 
killed or maimed, it is in the fitness of 
things that suitable jobs are given to the 
eligible dependents, both by the States 
as well as the private sector, so that the 
j sufferings of the affected persons/fami- 
j lies are shared in equal measure, by one 
| and all. 

' A workable plan to set up nodal cen¬ 
tres m the States from where the majority 
of officers and soldiers have become mar¬ 
tyrs or national heroes, should be given a 
serious consideration. The widows and 
children of the martyrs and the disabled 
soldiers can contact these centres and seek 
guidance and assistance in matters that 
can ensure their welfare and rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

I 

I 

Changing names of Indian cities/ 
towns 

Q. How do you view the trend to 
change the names of Indian cities and 
towns? Express your critical but consid¬ 
ered views on the subject as the matter 
concerns one and all. Your views should 
be based on knowledge, experience and 
ground realities. 

Ans. What could be more ironical or 
contradictory than the fact that the lan¬ 
guage of the 'British Raj' continues to hold 
hostage our senses and sensibilities. The 
names of some Indian cities and towns that 
the erstwhile British Rulers had changed 
to suit their tongue, have become an anath¬ 
ema to fell. Changing a horse in the mid¬ 
stream may be a risky adventure, but 


changing the names of cities and towns, 
that have gone into the vocabulary of the 
people of all shades, seems to have become 
a passion—a hot pursuit. The advocates of 
the 'change in names' argue that if the 
names of some countries like Ceylon to Sri 
Lanka, Burma to Myanmar, Rhodesia to 
Zimbabwe, etc could be rechristened with¬ 
out much inconvenience or opposition, 
there should be no unnecessary raising of 
hackles or eyebrows if Bombay, Madras and 
now Calcutta have become Mumbai, 
Chennai and Kolkata, to name a few cases 
only. Tomorrow Delhi may become Dilli or 
Dehli. 

In a democratic set up like ours, 
emotive issues like renaming cities may 
mean a lot more to the people than an 
economic issue that concerns their daily 
bread and butter. In some cases, any 
delay, deliberate or otherwise, may bring 
the people on the streets and create a law' 
and order problem for a matter that is 
hardly going to make any difference to 
their social status or economic well-be¬ 
ing. Many a time, it hardly enters into 
the comprehension of the people who 
clamour for such a 'change' that tire en¬ 
tire exercise can mean incurring wholly 
avoidable expenditure worth crores of 
rupees over printing of new stationery, 
changing hoardings and communicating 
the change through print and visual 
media by theState concerned, public sec¬ 
tor undertakings, corporate/private sec¬ 
tor and similar other trade and 
commercial agencies. 

Those who are in the vanguard and 
most vocal and vociferous in making such 
a demand fully know and thus exploit the 
gullible tendency of the people. The poor 
people are taken for a ride and in the name 
of language, culture and identity, they are 
fed on fears if the name of their city, town 
or even State is not changed to suit some L 
ancient myth or mystery Chauvinism is 
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made to occupy the centre stage of poli- 
| tics and no serious thought is given to the 
fact that people's pressing problems can¬ 
not be solved simply by re-naming cities, 
but only by making serious efforts to ad¬ 
dress them first and then by taking con¬ 
crete steps in the right direction. The 
Indian polity has been crying for some 
succour in areas of safe drinking water, 
healthy environment, need-based hous¬ 
ing, basic education and the like, but the 
master-minds have been hood-winking 
them with sermons and slogans all the 
time. 

An objective observer of the current 
Indian socio-political scene would sum up 
the enigmatic exercise of renaming cities 
as 'political in nature and artificial in con¬ 
tent’. 

State elections under Central rule 

Q. Some right thinking persons 
feel that for fair and free elections to 
State Assemblies, the State concerned 
should be placed under the Central 
Rule three months before the sched¬ 
uled date of elections. Give two argu¬ 
ments in favour and two against the 
proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. There is no gainsaying the tact that 
in a parliamentary democracy the prin¬ 
ciple of equal opportunities to all should 
not only be observed in letter and spirit 
but also should appear to be adhered to 
in all situations. The basic idea behind 
the proposal put forth by some very right 
thinking persons is that such a step 
would ensure level playing ground to all 
political persons and parties who wish 
to try their luck at the hustings. The car¬ 
dinal content and context of democracy 
at play gives an eminent place to impar¬ 
tiality for free and fair poll and in order 
to achieve this objective, the ruling party 
In the State needs to be replaced by die 
Central rule;-three months prior to the 
elections^ >’ 

2. the'experience so far has showft 
that the Ailing caucus resorts to many a 
conc^ifeaasfpopulist promise tolure the 
voters onte the election schedule is an¬ 


nounced. Notwithstanding the operation 
of 'model code of conduct', the functionar¬ 
ies of the government, particularly the 
ministers and their hangers-on, try to ex¬ 
ploit to the hilt their advantageous posi¬ 
tion and thus enjoy a certain amount of 
advantage over their rivals. This is certainly 
the negation of the principle of equality of 
opportunity and this can be checked only 
if the proposition under reference is imple¬ 
mented. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. Easier said than done, may be the 
correct reaction to the proposition advo¬ 
cated by some right but naive-thinking 
persons. The States may be brought un¬ 
der the Central rule during the elections 
but what about the elections to the Lok 
Sabha? Don't we need a similar safe¬ 
guard there as well 7 If we really do, what 
is the way out 7 Perhaps none at the 
moment, because there is no provision 
for the President's rule at the Centre 
under the Constitution. If elections to the 
State Assemblies can be influenced by the 
party/parties in power, the same is true 
about the Centre. Moreover, let us not 
forget the fact that more often than not, 
only pliable political persons are ap¬ 
pointed Governors under whose rule 
most of irregularities can take place as 
well. 

2. The experience so far does not hold 
a very rosy picture on this front if the con¬ 
duct of political persons as Governors is 
assessed and analysed. As human beings 
they have all those strengths and weak¬ 
nesses that go with the Chief Ministers and 
Ministers. The best course to ensu/e free 
and fair polls is to educate, enlighten and 
awaken the masses to their rights. Noth¬ 
ing more or less can work wonders in this 
matter. 

Big dams versus displaced 
persons 

Q. "Big dams displace people in 
large numbers." In the light of this fact, 
there is an urgent need to review the 
necessity of having big dams in a coun¬ 
try like India. Express your views on 
the subject that has aroused so much 
controversy. 


Ans. 'Refugees in their own country' 
is a painful paradox with which millions 
of displaced persons have to live and suf¬ 
fer The displacement of so many tribals 
and others has come about as a result of 
construction of big dams over the years. 
The agony of the affected persons is heart¬ 
rending. The tearful tale of losing one's 
heart and home before one's eyes, in the 
rising waters of dams, is not a fiction but 
a fearful fact of our national life. No doubt, 
if the pathetic or sorrowful side of the 
story is true, the other side of the picture 
is equally rewarding and re-assuring. Had 
there been no big dams like the Hira Kund 
or Bhakra (Nangal), the country would 
have faced a shocking shortage of power 
for fields and factories as well as water 
for irrigation and drinking. The dream of 
Green Revolution, which Indira Gandhi 
Canal has made a robust reality and ren¬ 
dered Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan a 
virtual bowl of the ever-increasing wheat 
stocks, would have mocked at us even 
today 

If the opposition of the Narbada 
Bachaa Andolan organisers deserves con¬ 
sideration for sake of tine persons who are 
’ikely to be displaced and the environ¬ 
ment being harmed, the requirements of 
the farmers of Gujarat and Madhya 
Pradesh, the drinking water needs of so 
many millions are equally urgent and 
immediate. In the current situation it is 
not too late to have a national debate, if it 
can defuse the crisis or distrust, on the 
merits and demerits of constructing big 
dams with the objective to evolve a con¬ 
sensus and minimise the damage caused 
to the environment and the local popula¬ 
tion. 

As compared to surface water irri¬ 
gation, ground water irrigation has 
proved twice as productive as surface 
water irrigation. Ground water holds 
forty per cent of the total irrigation po¬ 
tential. It can be further replenished 
through run-off during the rainy season 
and floods by building trenches over the 
irrigated lands. Ground water irrigation 
is more convenient as it is available at 
any time and involves no soil erosion, 
ecological damage and displacement of 
human beings. 
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THIS MONTH > l \ i l UD.W 


OCTOBER 


India 

The array of significant events 
which took place during the months of 
October in die Indian history include. 
Royal Proclamation effectuating 
Partition of Bengal on October 16,1905; 
Gandhij'i deciding on October 31,1921 
to spin daily before second meal and to 
forego the meal in case he failed to do 
so; pronouncement of death sentence on 
Bhagat Singh, Raj Guru and Sukhdev in 
Lahore Conspiracy case on October 7, 
1930; inception of Air Force (RIAF) in 
India on October 8,1932; expulsion of 
'rebel' Dr N.B Kher by Congress Work¬ 
ing Committee from Congress on 
October 2,1938; Subhash Chandra Bose 
inaugurating on October 21,1943 the 
Provincial government of Free India in 
Singapore; responding to Lady 
Mountbatten's greeting on his birthday 
on October 2,1947, Mahatma Gandhi 
saying, "...more proper to offer 
condolences than to offer congratula¬ 
tions, I do not wish to live long"; Indian 
Cabinet agreeing to accept the accession 
of the J k K on October 26,1947; 
Jawahar Lai Nehru inaugurating 
Andhra Pradesh on October 1,1953; Dr 
Rajendra Prasad inaugurating 
Chandigarh on October 7,1953; Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar and about 200,000 of his 
followers embracing Buddhism in 
Nagpur on October 14,1956; China 
launching treacherous attack on both 
Ladakh and North-Eastern Frontier 
territories of India on October 20,1962; 
Prime Minister Lai Bahadur Shastri, on 
October 2,1965, while cutting his 
Birthday cake—Replica of Patton Tank, 
saying hamne bht ek tank toda ; Atal 
Behari Vajpayee addressing UN General 
Assembly in Hindi on October 4,1977; 
launching of National Adult Education 
Programme on October 2,1978; Kapil 
Dev making his Test debut on October 
18,1978; launching of Janata Dal at 
Bangalore on October 11,1988; Kumari 


Meera Fathom Beewi becoming the 
first woman judge of the Supreme 
Court on October 5, 1989; Kiran Bedi 
becoming first woman to win 
German's Joseph Beuys Prize on 
October 22, 1997. 


Dedicatory 

Anne Besant, the Irish woman 
who became staunch supporter of 
Indian freedom movement, was born 
on October 1,1847 

Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, was bom on October 2,1869 
at Porbander 

Pablo Picasso, the pioneer of 
Cubism and the leading figure in the 
history of 20th century Arts, was 
born on October 25,1881. 

Niels Hendrick David Bohr, the 
Danish Physicist, known for his con¬ 
tributions in the Nuclear Physics and 
in the Organising Atoms for Peace 
Conference in 1955, was born on 
October 7, 1885. 

Le Corbusier, noted French 
Architect of the fame of Chandigarh, 
was bom in Switzerland on October 
6, 1887. 

Gustav R. Kirchoff, the 
German Physicist of the fame of 
Kirchoff's Law, was bom on October 
17, 1887. _ 

International 

Prominent events which took place 
during the months of October in the 
International history include: Austria 
annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina on 
October 6,1908; Portugal becoming 
Republic on October 4,1910; Bulgaria 
declaring independence from Turkey on 
October 5,1910; beginning of First 
Balkan War on October 8,1912; estab¬ 
lishment of Yugoslav Republic on 
October 17,1918; establishment of KLM 
on October 7,1919; screening of the 
Erst talking feature Elm, The Jaxz Singer, 


1 in New York on October 6,1927; 
i changing of official name of Kingdom 
of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes to 
Yugoslavia on October 3,1929; 
Germany withdrawing from the League 
of Nations on October 14,1933; Japan 
invading South China on October 12, 
1938; Italy declaring war on Germany 
on October 13,1942; formation of 
World Federal of Trade Unions on 
October 3,1945; establishment of Food 
and Agriculture Organisation on Octo¬ 
ber 16,1945; United Nations coming 
into being on October 24,1945; begin¬ 
ning of execution of Nazi War 
Criminals at Nuremberg on October 16, 
1946; proclamation of People's Republic 
of China with the installation of Com¬ 
munist government under Mao Tse 
Tung in Peking on October 1,1949; 
Peking announcing invasion in Tibet on 
October 25,1950; USA launching the 
aircraft carrier Saratoga , the world's 
most powerful warship, on October 8, 
1955, commencement of Space age with 
the launching of Sputnik 1 by Russia on 
October 4, 1957; North Korea register¬ 
ing a 100 per cent turn out in the 
elections with 100 per cent votes for the 
Workers Party of Korea on October 8, 
1962; Kosygin becoming the Prime 
Minister and Leonid Brezhnev the first 
Secretary of the Communist Party on 
October 15,1964; UN Assembly voting 
Communist China in and Taiwan out of 
UN on October 26,1971; assassination 
of Anwar Sadat, the President of Egypt, 
on October 6,1981; Steffi Graf 
achieving historic Gold^p Slam by 
winning Gold Medal in Olympics on 
October 1,1988; emergence of PGR 
with tite union of West Germany and 
East Germany on October^, 1990; 
veteran cosmonaut Vladimk Titov 
becoming first Russian tb walk in space 
from an American Shuttle on October 1, 
1997. 
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General Studies Scene 

Solved Questions from Previous Years’ General Studies Question Papers 


Q. 1. The caste system and the practice of untouchability 
were major targets of attack from the social reform move¬ 
ments, which grew in strength after the revolt of 1857. Indi¬ 
cate die main factors, which gradually undermined the caste 
system and brought into sharp focus the evils of untouch- 
ability. What was the role of Mahatma Gandhi in the eradi¬ 
cation of untouchability and to what extent did he influence 
the framers of the Constitution and government policy in 
this regard? What further steps should be taken to wipe out 
untouchability? ( Not more than 200 words) 

(Civil Services (Mam) Exam 1981) 
Ans. 1. Caste system was one of the major areas of reforms 
advocated by the social reforms movements after 1857. The caste 
system in Hindus at that time determined the larger areas of their 
, lives With a pie-decided hierarchy of status of castes, the lowest 
of the four castes were considered to be untouchables, who suf¬ 
fered from numerous and 

severe disabilities and so- —■* 

ual restrictions In some tih.il „ 

. ,., . .. This feature has been specially pi 

parts of the country, the ,, ,/ ... . r 

I. r * j of Civil Services (Mains) cxciitiiiwtioi 
very shadow of shudras J ^ , riJ 

was avoided bv the oeoole areaskedlhe Gencral S ' w/ " s W c ’ 

f ^ PT, answered This issue, like the previo 

of so-called upper castes. .. . , nn r 

These "untouchables" **"•!*” Nonember 99,m,, 

could not use the water 

. e .. to include in this feature 
sources reserved for the 1 

upper classes, could not 

enter the temples and had 

k to undertake unclean jobs like scavanging, shoe-ma lung, skinning 
P the dead animals and tanning skins of the animals etc. 

British rule released many farces which undermined the caste 
system in Hindu society. Introduction of modem industries and 
road communications systems like railways and buses ensured 
mass contact of people of various castes. New opportunities forced 
a Brahmin to be a soldier or doctor, or trade in skins or shoes for 
growth of his business, lhe close connection between the caste 
and vocation could hardly continue in modem industrial and 
urbanised society. The government also opened the doors of ad¬ 
ministration to aU the castes and the educational system was secular 
and opposed caste distinctions. In addition to above, many social 
mform movements like the Brahma Samaj, foe Prarthna Samaj, 
•he Arya Samaj, the Rama Krishna Mission, the Theosophists and 
the Social Conference, all attacked foe caste system as well as foe 
practice of untouchability. All the reformists also realised that 
national unity and progress in political, social and economic fields 
h could not be achieved so tong as millions were deprived of their 
Q ght to live with dignity and hpnour. 


This feature has been specially prepared to help the aspiring candidates 
of Civil Services (Mains) examination have an idea of type of questions that 
are asked m the General Studies paper and the way these questions are to be 
answered This issue, hke the previous issue incorporates questions from 
previous papers November '99 issue will carry expected questions Readers 
are invited to send us any specific topic or question that they would like us 
to include in this feature 


One of the social objectives spearheaded by Mahatma Gandhi 
was foe abolition of untouchability. In 1932, Gandhiji founded foe 
All India HarijSn Sangh for this purpose. Gandhiji, in particular, 
opposed untouchability, as there was no sanction for it in Hindu 
religious scriptures. But even if any Shastra approved of untouch- 
ability, this was against human dignity. Gandhiji also argued that 
truth could not be confined within the covers of a religious book. 

Gandhiji's views were reflected in foe Constitution of India 
also, as the framers of the Constitution were greatly influenced by 
them. It has provided for a legal framework for finally abolishing 
the untouchability. The Constitution of India provides for aboli¬ 
tion of untouchability and forbids its practice in any form. The 
Constitution also forbids any restrictions on foe useof wells, Ghats, 
tanks or access to the shops, restaurants, hotels or cinema halls. 
The Directive Principles of State Policy lay down that foe State 
shall strive to promote the welfare of foe people by securing and 

protecting social order in 
. . . 11111 '' . ■■ i which justice shall be en- 

...... ... sured in all the institutions 

vmltoMptejxpmgarriM's ofOTW i ifc . InK | diao „ tt 

in the Con- 

mdlkwytkxiuestmsmtol* rttu r tk)aweneK , toh j™ 

>ttitudiMl ch , 
people, 

ar^eslm mi llm, would like us ^odycooiebyedvitetloi. 

and better and improved 

--- social interaction. 


Q. 2. (a) Unemployment in India is of many types and 
therefore a complex issue. Describe the nature of the problem 
and the measures adopted to deal with it, particularly in rural 
areas. (About 150 words). 

(b) In the emphasis placed by the planners on the pri¬ 
macy of the rate of economic growth, scant attention has been 
paid to the structural and ideological objectives of planning 
in India. Critically examine this statement (About 150 words). 

(Cwil Services (Main) Exam 1982) 

Ans. 2. (a) Unemployment is one of the most difficult prob¬ 
lems facing foe country today Educated unemployment as well 
as unemployment among the unskilled workers have achieved 
serious dimensions in India. Being a devetoping economy feeing 
a gradual but certain transformation of occupational structure, 
Indian economy has been plagued by a very high incidence of 
unemployment during foe last about three derades.Although un¬ 
employment is a universal phenomenon, yet this problem is of 
many types in India, making it a highly complex issue. 

With about two-thud of Lidia's population still dependent 
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on agriculture and allied activities, seasonal unemployment in the 
rural areas is galore. In addition, land holdings being relatively 
small, having many shareholders, the disguised unemployment is 
, also rampant in the rural areas of the country. Tins combination 
of seasonal and disguised unemployment results in low produc¬ 
tivity of land, on the one hand, and very low productivity of the 
labour force, on the other. 

Similarly, Indian economy also faces a lot of voluntary unem¬ 
ployment. With increasing education levels, the number ot uni¬ 
versity graduates and post-graduates is increasing rapidly. Since 
the education system lacks professional and skill-development 
inputs, most of the educated youth are eligible for clerical and 
other white-collared jobs. Moreover, preference for jobs in the I 
government sector has also helped in the rise of voluntary un¬ 
employment, where the workers want to work only in govern¬ 
ment sector, and even if employment is available in private sector, i 
they arc not willing to work. Similarly, under-employment is yet | 
another dimension of unemployment problems in India 

Since independence, the government has adopted se\eral 
measures to tackle these problems, particularly in the rural areas. 
Many schemes aimed at providing seasonal employment to the 
agricultural labours in rural areas have been introduced from time 
to time. At present, such a scheme is called Jauvlm Rozyir Yn/ana 1 
in rural areas and Nehru Rozgnr Yojaim in the urban areas. In ad¬ 
dition, several selt-cmployment schemes are also introduced j 
from time to time, aimed at tackling the problem of under- , 
employment as well as disguised unemployment The process ot | 
industrialisation is also aimed at providing employment to the 
surplus labour in the rural areas. i 

Ans. 2 ( b) One ot the most important indicators of economic | 
development for any country is the average annual growth rateof , 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) which is also called the rate ot 
economic growth. During the past about five years, after the policy 
of liberalisation and reforms was adopted by the country, the late , 
of growth of Indian economy has been ranging between 5 to 7 per j 
cent, which is satisfactory, considering the fact that during the J 
first three decades of economic development, this rate hovered 
around 3.5 per cent per annum ' t 

Policy-makers in India are often accused of adopting policies 
which are aimed at increasing the rate ot growth of the economy, 
ignoring the qualitative aspects, including poverty alleviation, 
equitable distribution and control of economic resources, social 
development, balanced regional development and various proce- I 
dural reforms relating to the structural reforms, including the 
infrastructural reforms. As a result, despite being one of the high 
growth economies in the world today, about one-third of the total 
population in India still lives below the pov erty line, and Human i 
Development Index-1999 gives a poor ranking of 132 to India in 
176-country index. This dearly indicates that while planning is 
made every year to achieve higher levels of rate of growth of the 
economy, the aspects of socio-economic development and related 
subjects like education, sanitation, safe drinking water, gender 
equality etc are ignored. 

It would, however, be wrong to presume that nothing has 
been done in India towards qualitative upliftment of the economy. 


Every year sizeable investment is made in the social sector as well 
as related fields like health and sanitation, providing safe and 
potable drinking water, education and even poverty alleviation 
programme. However, considering extremely large size of our 
population, the impact of all these measures is not visible. At 
times, investment in these areas is neutralized by the increase in 
population in the corresponding period. 

The accusations of ignoring these fields have been more promi¬ 
nent after 1991 when the country opted to go in for liberalisation 
and policy ot structural reforms. Though the overall rate of growth 
of the economy has been rising, it is doubtful whether the quali¬ 
tative aspects of growth are being fully looked after. As per one 
report recently published, the number of people living below 
poverty line increased after 1991. Further, with the gradual shift 
towards free market economy it is said that the benefit of growing 
income is accruing to the rich only and the process is resulting in 
widening the gulf between the rich and the poor. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the government claims and efforts, it appears that complete 
dependence on the so-called "trickle down" policy may not yield 
the desired results in socio-economic sectors and die government 
may have to come out with a specific package to give human face 
to the policy of structural reforms. 

Q. 3. What changes, according to you, have taken place in 
the power structue in rural India in recent decades? (about 
150 words) 

(Civil Services (Main) Exam 1985) 

Ans. 3. After independence, during the last about five de¬ 
cades, power structures in the rural areas have undergone dis¬ 
cernible change. At the time of independence the political power 
in the rural areas mainly vested in the hands of erstwhile Zamindah 
and landlords, who owned most of the lands and traditionally 
wielded power. Due to rampant poverty and illiteracy at that 
time, people in the rural areas looked forward to this class of 
people tor leadership, which was wealthy and literate. 

But the last five decades have witnessed many significant 
changes in the rural areas, which have, in turn influenced the 
power structures too. Levels of literacy have gone up considei- 
ably The scheduled castes and scheduled tribes have risen in 
economic and social status due to the constitutional provisions 
providing reservation in services and representation to the Parlia¬ 
ment, State Legislative Assemblies and Panchayati Raj Institu¬ 
tions (PRIs). The advent of PRIs in many States in 60s and 70.^ 
gave rise to new breed of local leaders like Sarpanches, members 
and chairpersons of the Block Development Committees and 
members and chairpersons of Zila Parishads. After the constitu¬ 
tional status was given to the PRIs recently, things have further i 
changed. „ 

Another factor which acted as a landmark in change in power 
structure in the rural areas was the implementation of land re¬ 
forms. Most of the States implemented, the land reforms in the 
decade of 70s with utmost honesty of purpose and as a result* big- 
landed estates were abolished and surplus land was aUotedto the 
landless persons. The tenants were given ownership rights and , 
the curse of tenancy was abolished. This also removed the tradi l i 
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tional influence of zamindars and landlords from the rural areas 
and new socio-economic equations emerged and natural leaders 
of the people came to the fore. 

The process of transformation is not yet over. As per one 
study, the share of farmer class in the Lok Sabha has been rising, 
outnumbering the professionals. So much so that the 12th Lok 
Sabha had the highest proportion of farmers or persons depen¬ 
dent on agriculture, while the first Lok Sabha had professionals 
from various fields in majority This change in power structure is i 
going on and the coming two decades arc expected to see even 
more changes, resulting in strengthening of Indian democracy at 
the grassroot level. 

Q. 4. There have been allegations about malpractices in | 
the process of elections to the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha. 
What are the major malpractices reported by political parties, 
mass media, etc? What remedial measures have been taken 
by the Chief Election Commissioner in this connection? Have 
you any suggestion to offer on further measures, which can 
be taken to eliminate or reduce such malpractices? (Not more 
than 200 words). 

(Civil Services (Main) Exam 1982) 

Ans. 4. Malpractices during Parliament and Assembly elec¬ 
tions have become very common novv-a-days The Election Com¬ 
mission, from time to time, has been devising the way9 to check 
such malpractices as are brought to its notice by the political parties 
and mass media. Some of the common malpractices include booth 
capturing by the armed men and forcible voting in favour of any 
political party or individual candidate and proxy \ oting by im¬ 
personation. In addition, there are several other malpractices which 
include insertion of the names of bogus voters in the electoral 
rolls, misuse of power by the party in power, offering benefits to 
individuals or community and deputation ot convenient officials 
on poll duties. 

Chief Election Commissioners, during the recent years have 
taken several measures to check such malpractices. Some of the 
measures include: 

(a) A detailed code of conduct tor the political parties, candi¬ 
dates and the governments in power is set to be in force immedi¬ 
ately on announcement of election schedule The code of conduct 
prohibits misuse of official machinery and vehicles, fresh announce¬ 
ments and inaugurations, government functions, ad-hoc employ¬ 
ment and promotions, transfer of officials and particularly those 
connected with the election work. Code of conduct is being en¬ 
forced vigorously by the Election Commission these days and at 
times, the orders issued by the governments in violation of the 
prescribed code of conduct are declared null and void by the 
Election Commission. During the previous elections to Lok Sabha, 
one District Collector was ordered to be transferred during the 
process of elections due to his allegedly partisan activities. 

(b) Chief Election Commissioner has ordered the preparation 
of photo-identity cards for all the electorates, with a view to pre¬ 
vent proxy and bogus voting. Preparation of such voters' cards is 
over now. 


the country to ensure that adequate police force T5 placed at toe 
disposal of the States as per their demand to make sure that inci¬ 
dents like booth capturing do not take place. 

(d) Revision of electoral rolls is not allowed after the schedule 
of elections is declared by the Election Commission. 

In addition to above measures already taken, the following 
additional measures are also suggested: 

(i) Persons with criminal record should be debarred from 
contesting elections 

(ii) Persons violating five code ot conduct should be debarred 
trom contesting of the elections for next six years. 

(m) The system of having care-taker governments during the 
elections should be done away with and a new system of gover¬ 
nance during the elections should be evolved. 

(w) Considering that coalition governments are there to stay, 
to prevent post-poll malpractices, a system should be evolved to 
ensure that a party or group supporting a particular government, 
must continue to do so upto atleast two and a half years, failure 
to do so must debar them trom being members. 

Q. 5. (a) Summarise the reasons for which Western Pow¬ 
ers opposed the imposition of mandatory economic sanctions 
against the racist Pretorian regime. How far were these argu¬ 
ments valid? (About 150 words) 

(b) What is public interest litigation? What are the cir¬ 
cumstances contributing to its prominence in recent times? 
(About 150 words) 

(Civil Scivi fft (Maw)£\am 1986) 
Ans. 5. (a) Till recently, South Africa was known for its policy 
of apartheid ic the policy of racial discrimination against non¬ 
whites The Pretorian regime did not allow the non-whites the 
liberties, which were available elsewhere in the world to the hu¬ 
manity The non-whites in South Africa did not enjoy several 
important political rights, several ot which could be termed as 
fundamental rights, liberties of moving about in the entire coun¬ 
try and eligibility for higher government posts Ironically, when 
most ol Ute countries in the world were independent and sover¬ 
eign, the native black majority in South Africa was forced to lead 
a life of socio-economic and political subjugation. 

Surprisingly, toe UN Human Rights Organisation which criti¬ 
cized India for so-called Human Rights v relations in Punjab and 
Jammu and Kashmir, did nothing for emancipation of blacks in 
South Africa. Developed countries of the West, mduding the 
United States of America, which tries to look for flimsy grounds 
to impose economic sanctions on developing countries, never 
imposed any such sanctions on the racist South African regime. 
Such glaring was the policy of apartheid ot Pretorian regime that 
they did not even play cricket with non-white countries like India, 
Pakistan, West Indies and Sri Lanka during these years. 

The developed West never ever imposed economic sanctions 
against toe South African government during these obnoxious 
decades. Main reason for opposing these sanctions was that South 
Africa was the main supplier of the diamonds and gold to the 
world and sanctions against her would have invited counter-sanc¬ 
tions from South Africa, which would have affected their own 


(c) Potting is nowadays spread over three to four phases in 
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economies. Another hidden reason was the intentional but hid¬ 
den policy of racism actually followed by the western countries 
themselves, and in the guise of their national self-interests, they 
themselves supported die racist policy of South Africa indirectly, 
they themselves being whites and anti-black. Fur titer. Cape Tbwn 
in South Africa is an important port for inter-continental commer¬ 
cial ships, and the western countries never wanted to lose this 
port by antagonising the South African regimes. 

The arguments put forth by the western countries against 
economic sanctions against South Africa were neitlrer logical nor 
valid. It was the most prominent example of double talk by the 
western countries as well as so-called human rights organisations. 

Ans. 5. (b) Indian Constitution does not provide for any term 
such as Public Interest Litigation (PIL). Upto mid-eighties, there 
was no such term in vogue in India. It was in mid-eighties that the 
then Chief Justice of India, Justice J.N. Bhagwati accepted this 
term as Constitutional and started admitting the PIL petitions of 
larger national interest in the Supreme Court of India and started 
issuing suitable directions/judgements on such issues. PIL is thus 
of recent origin and any citizen of India can file a PIL in the 
Supreme Court or any High Court on any issue, which is in larger 
interest of the society or tire nation. The petitioner need not be an 
aggrieved party personally. The subject could vary from pollution 
to education and even to government policies affecting the soci¬ 
ety in general. Even imposition of President's rules and dismissals 
of the State governments have been challenged in the PILs. Re¬ 
cently, President's decision to ask Vajpayee government to seek a 
vote of confidence in the Lok Sabha, upon withdrawal of support 
by the AIADMK, was challenged in PIL petitions. 

Also termed as judicial activism by some, PIL has recently 
got prominence in the country to the extent that at times, one 
wonders whether this country is following correct policies only 
due to the decisions taken in various PILs by the Supreme Court 
and several High Courts. One of the important factors which re¬ 
sulted in prominence of PILs is that even when there is nothing in 
law to oppose a particular decision of the government, any citizen 
may move the apex court on the grounds of larger public interest. 
Moreover, orders in various important PILs were given adequate 
importance and coverage by mass media which, in turn, caught 
the fancy of the general public, who started looking forward to 
the courts as the saviours of democracy and liberties of citizens in 
the country. Moreover, the courts also disposed off important PIL 
petition on priority, which also generated interest among people. 
PIL has emerged as a tool which has adequately proved that 
Judiciary in India have come of age and is one of the most inde¬ 
pendent judicial systems in the world. 

Q. 6. Answer the following: (Answer to each question should 
be in about 150 words). 

(а) Discuss the importance of Article 32 of the Indian Consti¬ 
tution. 

(б) "There are political personalities but no political parties in 
India." Comment. 

(Civil Services (Main) Exam 198?) 

Ans. 6. (a) Fundamental Rights are the most important part 


of the Constitution of any democratic country. Indian Constitu¬ 
tion is no exception and Part-Ill of the Indian Constitution deal¬ 
ing with Fundamental Rights is certainly the most important part 
outlining the true democratic spirit of the Constitution, giving a 
guarantee of the fundamental rights to tire citizens of tire country. 

But mere declarations of tire Fundamental Rights in the Con¬ 
stitution are of no use, unless effective remedies are also provided 
to enforce them. It has been seen over the years in various coun¬ 
tries that the reality of existence of the Fundamental Rights is 
tested only in .tire courts. Article 32 of the Indian Constitution 
provides for remedies for effective enforcement of the Fundamen¬ 
tal Rights. Hence, this Article assumes significant importance, being 
a guarantor of these rights. It has been seen in the past that the 
power of the courts to enforce obedience to such rights depends 
not only on the independence of judiciary but also on the 
effectiveness of provisions to do so. Tire following safeguards are 
provided to the Fundamental Rights: 

(a) These Rights are guaranteed in the Constitution not only 
against the action of the executive but also from that of the 
legislature. 

(b) The Judiciary in India is armed with the power to issue 
five writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari and 
quo-warranto. Supreme Court of India and the High Courts of the 
States may issue these writs against any authority of the State, on 
a petition filed by an individual whose right has been violated. 

(c) There are other remedies like declaratory suits or legal 
proceedings in the statute. 

But Article 32, as a constitutional remedy tor enforcement of 
fundamental rights, remains the cornor-stone of the entire edifice 
of the Fundamental Rights. Described as the most important Ar¬ 
ticle in the Constitution by Dr B.R. Ambedkar, Article 32 provides 
a guaranteed remedy, which itself is one of the Fundamenal Rights, 
being included in Part-Ill of the Constitution. Where infringe¬ 
ment of any such right has been established, the Supreme Court 
cannot refuse relief. Any law passed in contravention of this Ar¬ 
ticle is to be declared ultra vires by the courts. 

Ans. 6. (b) The political scene in India for the first three 
decades remained dominated by one party, the Indian National 
Congress. During these 30 years, the party was dominated by its 
prominent leaders like Pt Jawahar Lai Nehru, Lai Bahadur Shastri 
and Indira Gandhi. During 1977 elections, certain political lead¬ 
ers, under tire overall leadership and guidance of Lok Nayak Jai 
Prakash Narayan, got together and then formed the government, 
which could last only upto 1979 and after 1980 to 1989, tire politi¬ 
cal scene in India was greatly dominated by Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi. The years 1990 and 1991 again witnessed a change 
in government mainly due to charismatic personality of V.P. Singh, 
followed by the Congress government under P.Y Narasimha Rao 
upto 19%. 

During all these years, various parties have formed the gov¬ 
ernments from time to time, but more titan political parties, gen¬ 
erally tire personalities have always mattered. Congress Party,righ t i 
from the beginning has the culture of glorifying its leader; and 
whenever there were .minor splits, most of the partymen have 
' OTfera, ““ e 
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to encash the individual charisma of their prominent leaders. Even 
In the 1999 election the party pinned its hopes on die charisma of 
Nehru family and projected Soma Gandhi as its leader. 

In addition to the Congress, other parties have also used the 
vote pulling power of their charismatic leaders, rather than pro¬ 
jecting their part)’ ideology and programmes. BJP, for example is 
heavily banking upon its political personalities like Atal Behari 
Vajpayee and Lai Knshan Advani Even in 1977, the government 
revolved around the personalities like Moraiji Devu, Jagjivan Ram, | 
and Vajpayee, rather than any common national programme. 
Janata Dal government in 1990 was the result of VP. Singh’s me¬ 
teoric rise on Indian political scene Even in the present context, 
new parties are formed every day due to resignations, splits, re¬ 
naming and mergers but more than the rtamese such parties, (which 
also keep changing frequently) it is the party leaders' personality 
which is identified with a particular party For example, people 
know that Sharad Pawar, Mamta Banerjee, Laloo Prasad Yadav, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and Jayalalitha head one party each, but 
not a large percentage of common people, would be able to cor¬ 
rectly name their parties 

Hence, it is correct to say to a large extent, that there are 
political personalities but no political parties in India. But in case 
of truly national parties like BJP and Congress, this statement may 
not be absolutely correct. In fact, in todays context, it would 
be more appropriate to saj that there are temporary political 
coalitions and no long-run political ideology among majority of 
political parties in India. 

Q. 7. Answer the following:(Ansu>cr to each question should 
be in about 150 words) 

(a) There is a renewed emphasis on District Planning in India. 
Examine its rationale, past experience and scope for success. 

(b) What are "administered prices", and what is their role? 
Examine their impact on general price level 

(Civil Services (Mam) Exam 1988) 

Ans. 7. (a) Although the Constitution of India does not pro¬ 
vide for any system lor economic planning, yet Planning Com¬ 
mission of India was set up in India in 1951 for this purpose. In 
addition, Planning Departments have been set up in most of the 
States and this set up has been responsible for the process of eco¬ 
nomic planning in the country. During the decade of eighties, a 
concept of District Planning was evolved and the system was 
tried successfully. Today most of foe State governments are also 
having District Planning in addition to foe State-level planning. 
More particularly, after the three tier Panchayati Raj System was 
recently given foe constitutional status, foe importance of District 
and Block-level plans, to be formulated and implemented under 
the control of Zila Parishads and Block Development Samitis, has 
increased tremendously. 

Even before foe District Planning waS introduced in a big 
\vay in most of foe State of foe country, Britain States had experi¬ 
mented with DbtriCt F14ns. Rationale behihd District-level Plan¬ 
ning is that the planning heeds must be ascertained from below, 

1 s the grass rootleVel, Arid the planssHduldhotbe imposed from 
the top. Leaders arid offkerrof a particular district understand 


foe planning Heeds of a particular district in a much better man¬ 
ner rather than planners sitting at foe State or national level. Hence, 
it is always better to cater to the locally-felt planning needs. 

Fast experience shows that in absence of a well-defined sys¬ 
tem for District Planning, even fob type of planning may not 
yield foe results. Unless proper planning cells are formed with 
planning experts as well as planning committees with representa¬ 
tion to foe local leadership, it would not be possible to achieve foe 
desired results. In many States, district planning Kinds ha\ e been 
used as discretionary funds by the district collectors and have 
been allocated by them on own discretion or on the behest of 
political leaders of foe district. 

With foe much awaited constitutional status already given to 
foe Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), it has now become obliga¬ 
tory on part of foe States to have district planning cells as well as 
committees. In many States, chairpersons of Zila Parishads have 
been made ex-officio chairpersons of foe district planning com¬ 
mittees also. Even the Eleventh Finance Commission has been 
given an additional term of reference with a view to strengthen 
foe finances of the PRIs and in foe hope of getting addifional 
finances for PRIs, many States, though reluctantly, are giving more 
and more financial autonomy, including foe planning functions, 
to these institutions. The prospects of local-level planning, par¬ 
ticularly foe district-level planning are very bright if foe States 
introduce this mechanbm in true earnest 

Ans. 7. (b) After independence, India chose to adopt a mixed 
economy for its economic development, which meant co-exbt- 
encc of foe private sector as well as the public sector In pursuance 
of foe same policy, and also with a view to protect foe consumer 
from wide fluctuations in respect of certain goods of day to day 
use, foe government adopted a policy of administered pnees. These 
prices generally extend to foe items production and supplies of 
which are generally controlled by foe government. Goods like 
petrol, fertilizers and LPG are at present covered within the gam¬ 
bit of adminbtered prices. Other commodities which have re¬ 
mained under such mechanism are diesel, coal, cement etc. While 
cement and sugar have had dual price mechanism at one point of 
time, cement was fully decontrolled and sugar continue to have 
dual price mechanism, i e administered price mechanism for the 
supplies to foe public distribution system and open market prices 
for sales in open market. 

The prices are controlled and announced by foe government 
from time to time for these commodities. Generally, the commodi¬ 
ties under foe adminbtered price are either short in supply or 
suffer from foe market fluctuations. The adminbtered price mecha¬ 
nism plays an important role in firstly keeping a check over their 
prices in foe market as well as ensure their availability. It also 
protects foe common man from wide fluctuations in foe price 
levels of these commodities, most of which are classified as the 
essential commodities. 

Adminbtered prices also play a sobering effect on foe gen¬ 
eral price level in foe country. For example, lesSer and controlled 
prices of diesel would keep foe freight rates low, thereby keeping 
the general price level low. Another example is that of fertilizer, 
and if foe prices of fertilizer are kept low, overall cost of foe farm 
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produce remains low, keeping the general prices of the agricul- I 
tural products at a lower level. Prices of LPC, coal and petrol are 
also controlled with a view to protect the common man. 

Q. 8. What were the main reasons for the decision of the 
Britishers to leave India after transferring the power to the 
people of "British India" and the 'Rulers' of Indian States? 
(Not more than 150 xvords) 

(Civil Service •? (Main) Exam 1980) 

Ans. 8. During the second world war, the very foundations 
of the British Umpire all over the world were considerably weak¬ 
ened and India was no exception. Towards the end of the war, a 
few other important incidents took place which forced the 
Britishers to leave India. Some of the reasons, which forced the 
British to transfer the power to Indians well before the announced 
date of June 1948, are as tinder 

(a) The world war shattered the economy ot the Britain, and 
the USA and erstwhile USSR emerged as the two super powers | 
in the world after the war. Both these countries favoured early 
independence of India and put pressure on the British to leave J 
India. 

(b) Back at home, the Conservath e Party lost the elections to 

the Labour Party many members of which vehemently supported 
the cause of Ind ian independence. . 

(c) Main instrument of the British control o\ er India was the I 

Army. But the experience ot Indian National Armv (1NA) clearly 
indicated that the feeling ot patriotism had entered the rank and | 
file of Indian Army and the Britishers could no longer rely on this . 
organisation to suppress the revolts and Satyagrahas of Indian 
masses. > 

(if) In addition, the confidence-le\ el and the mood of Indian , 
people was now obvious. They had started resisting the foreign | 
dominance. 

(e) Large-scale labour unrest all over the country was also 
responsible for this decision of the Bri tish government. Strikes by 
Railway workers and the workers of post and telegraph depart¬ 
ment took place in 1946. In 1945, peasant movement also emerged 
afresh, creating an atmosphere of mistrust. 

All the above reasons coupled with high level of nationalist 
feeling among the Indians forced the Britishers to send in March 1 
1946 a Cabinet Mission to India to negotiate with the Indian lead¬ 
ers the terms of transfer of power to the Indians. Finally, Lord 
Mountbatten was sent to India as Viceroy in March 1947, to work 
out a compromise and carry out the exercise of actual transfer of 
power. 

Q. 9. The following table gives product of labour (in 
units of wheat) per square Km of land: 


Number of men 

Total output 

Average Product 

per Sq Km 

Per Sq. Km 

per man 

1 . 

50 units 

50 units 

2. 

164 units 

82 units 

3. 

285 units 

95 units 

4. 

400 units 

100 units 


5. 

500 units 

100 units 

6. 

576 units 

96 units 

7. 

630 units 

90 units 

8. 

656 units 

82 units 

9. 

656 units 

73 units 

10. 

640 units 

64 units 


Examine the above table. Assuming that the land js of the 
same type, labour is equal in efficiency and the inputs (e.g. type 
of implements, fertilizers, seeds etc.) are the same, set out briefly 
your conclusions with regard to the most economical number of 
men to be used. Why does productivity decrease though units of 
labour employed go on increasing? 

(Civil Services (Main) Exam 1980) 

Ans. 9. A close examination of the above table reveals 
that the highest average product per man is 100 units when 
total output per Sq Km is at 400 with 4 men employed, as 
well 500 units when 5 men were employed per square Km. 
Hence most economic number of men per Sq Km would be 5 
when average product per man is the highest at 100. At this 
level, the marginal output (/ e. the incremental output over 
the previous level) is also 100 and as per the theory of eco¬ 
nomics also, the optimum equilibrium takes place when 
marginal output equals the average output, which also takes 
place at this level ot number of men. Beyond this point pro¬ 
ductivity decreases with additional men deployed due to the 
operation of the law ot diminishing returns, particularly in 
the field of agriculture. 

Q. 10. 1407 men and 1072 women participated in a 
poll about a certain measure. 1206 persons, of whom 737 
were male, voted for the measure. In all 938 voted against 
the measure and 201 women were indifferent. Tabulate 
the data and find what percentage of women were against 
the measure. 

(Civil Sendees (Main) Exam 1984) 

Ans. 10. 


RESULTS OF OPINION POLL 


Male/female -» 
Voting pattern | 

Male 

voters 

Female 

voters 

Total voters 
(Male + Female) 

Ybted tor 

737 

469 

1206 

Voted against 

536 

402 

938 

Indifferent 

134 

201 

335 

Total 

1407 

1072 

2479 


Hint: If all the given figures are put in the above table, the 
remaining figures can easily be worked out by simple 
arithmetical operations like addition and subtraction. It 
is suggested that the readers should practice this simple 
exercise. 

Percentage of women voted against the measure » ^ Q72 * 100 

•• ' *375percent 
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service? 


What can India do to improve the 
g morale of soldiers, considering they 
w are lighting a difficult war? 

—Subhash Chandra Nayak, Kargil 
The recent show of 
patriotism and the generous 
i ontnbuhons to the Army Relief 
Fund shows that India—the 
country and the people—stand 
behind our soldiers who have 
fought a difficult war In the long 
run, better rehabilitation policies 
and compensation to the injured 
would enhance their morale Today, 
soldiers are 

which can 





—S Surnsu, Dharapuram, 
Tamil Nadu 
A person who is convicted 
in a court as a criminal cannot 
take up government jobs 


THE MASTER! 


How was the concept of 
taxation invented? 

—Abhay Kumar Ojha, 
New Delhi 

’ t *NVa_ In the olden times, when the 
principal occupations were 
farming and fighting wars, people 
paid to be 

sTF&t r ' T * 

J 1 iUmU fighting 

hordes 


be seen by the fact that despite the danger, 
many families still send their youth to the 
armed forces It is because of the soldiers 
1 that Indians live in security They know 
that any attack on the border will be dealt 
with severely 

I have 48% in my graduation Am I 


e-commerce? 

—Lb/al Upnbish Blnibamshaai 
We have done a detailed cover story 
on e-commerre in our Julv '99 issue It 
should answei all your queries To get a 
job get training in e cofnmerre from a 
reputed institute and \ on u ill sure 1\ gt t a 
good job 


This became converted to taxation, or a 
fixed percentage of income was paid by 
e\ ery one to the rulers Later, the kmgs also 
started taking up public works from the 
rev enue collected The i oncept of taxation 
is thus very old It finds mention even m 
Kautilva's texts 

Modern taxation serves three 


eligible for MBA? 


purposes a) to meet government 


—Falguni Sengupta, Cakulla 
Many institutes have the ehgibihtv of 
s() marks in graduation for applv mg to 
MBA However, many other institutes do 
not have this criteria The CAT conducted 
by the IIMS, for instance, just mentions 
graduation as the eligibility I ook out for 
utmission notices of other institutes since 
| each institute may have its own eligibility 
criteria However, if you do not have the 
aptitude, it may be better to consider 
another career option 

What is the difference between 
asteroid and star? 

—Dhtrendra Patel, Ahmedabad 
Asteroids are minor planets ranging 
from a few feet in diameter to 470 miles, 
most of whose orbits he in the asteroid 
belt between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter 
Mars, on the other hand, are much 
bigger—they are incandescent ball of 
Bases held together by gravity The sun is 
an example of a star. 

^ I would like t& know about 
Commerce. How can I gefa job in 


| What are the prospects after doing a 
I course in Environmental Management 7 

Ankan Ghosh 24 Piuafiwas 
| (W Bengal) 

Though environmental awareness is 
increasing, the course of environmental 
management has not puked up in India 
1 Jsually, companies pater engineers toi 
such jobs The only scope would be in 
teaching or with NC.Os and voluntary 
organisations 

To apply for MBA, do l have to fill 
up CAT and other forms? 

—Rahul Gupta New Della 
The CAT is a common test, the scores 
of which are used by many institutes for 
admission purposes You have to fill up 
the CAT form and also the forms of 
individual institutes to apply foi 
admission CAT will merely send vour 
score to the institute concerned, and HMs 
have no say in admissions or conduct of 
the course in individual institutes 

Can a person who is convicted in a 
Court as criminal, enter into government 


, expenditure on public services, 

' administration and defence, b) as a means 
to promote social justice and c) control of 
i the economy 

Who made the Statue of Liberty and 
when 7 

-s B Momial Pnnktna Wist Bengal 
J The Statue of 1 iberty is a 152 feet 
copper female figure on Liberty Island in 
New York Haibour It was designed by 
Frederic Bartholdi and was given to the 
Ub by France on the 100th aruuv ersary of 
Ub independence It went into a major $ 
70 million restoration in July 1986 and was 
marked by four days of celebration around 
the harbour 

i I am in class 10 and want to become 

| an IPS officer. Is there anything I should 
start doing from now? 

- Kamahhej) Kain Hundal, Abohar 
j (Punjab) 

It is good that you have decided on a 
career early in life To achieve your goal, 
you can start on two things from now 
First, develop your general knowledge 
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and mental skills for the examination. 
Choose subjects which will help you clear 
the examination and study from the point 
of view of examination. Read The 
Competition Master regularly. Secondly, an 
IPS Officer must be fit and fine. So you 
can start exercising and develop your body 
too. 

How can a manned probe be sent to 
Jupiter? 

—Satyam Kumar, Shctkhpura (Bihar) 

The very high gravity of Jupiter will 
crush any spacecraft which attempts to 
land on it. Thus, a manned probe to Jupiter 
does not seem to be a possibility in times 
to come. However, a probe could be sent 
on one of Jupiter's moons. 

How does Computer-Aided 
Paperless Examination System (CAPES) 
work? 

—Ratijan Kumar Biswas, 24 Paraganas 
(West Bengal) 

A software programme allows 
students to attempt the questions by 
clicking on choices displayed by the 
Computer. All questions are to be 
answered on computer screen. After the 
allotted time, die computer calculates the 
score automatically. Many exams, like the 
GMAT, today follow this pattern. 

I want to join the National Institute 
of Design. How can I proceed? 

—Namrata Gauiam, Bilaspur (H.P.) 

Appear in the NID entrance test after 
class 12 or after graduation—there are two 
programmes, the school leavers' 
programme and the advanced entry 
programme. For more information, please 
write to: National Institute of Design, 
Paldi, Ahmedabad—380007. 

My aim is to do MBA. Is it advisable 
to do B.Com or BBA before it? 

—Tripti Sumani, Kanpur (U.P.) 

It would be worthwhile to do a BBA 
course from a reputed institute recognised 
by the government or an established 
university. If there are no such institutes 
available near your place of residence, it 
may be better to do a conventional B.C0m 
course. Start preparing for MBA entrance 
exams along with B.Com and try to get 


into the better institutes. 

I am interested in appearing for the 
GATE examination* When does the 
notification appear and what is the 
procedure for applying? 

—G. Rajcshwar, Karimnagar (AP) 
The Graduate Aptitude Test in 
Engineering (GATE) is usually held in 
February every year. The notification 
appears in October. The eligibility is BE, 
B.Sc or integrated masters degree. The 
forms for GATE are available at SBI 
branches, IITs at Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur, 
Kharagpur, and Chennai. They are also 
available at Indian Institute of Science. 
Look out for the notification in October. It 
is also featured in our 'Admission Alert' 
column. 

Can army officers try for civil 
services after their service? Do they get 
any antedate seniority if they join the 
civil services? 

—K Loganathan, C/o 56 APO 
Army officers can try for the civil 
services if they fulfil the eligibility 
conditions. In the civil services 
notification, there is no mention of any 
preference or antedate seniority. However, 
you could check up from UPSC if any 
preference is to be given to army officers. 

Is there any course in MBA related 
to computers and information 
technology? 

—S. Panda, Sambalpur (Orissa) 
There is usually a paper in all MBA 
courses related to computers. However, if 
you want to do a specialisation, you 
should specifically look for institutes that 
offer MBA with a specialisation in 
information technology. Many institutes 
these days are offering such combinations. 

It is mentioned that dams are 
actually being blown up in the 
developed world. Is this true? 

—K. Swaminathan, New Delhi 
Yes. In USA alone, more than 50 dams 
have been blown up. The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) is 
refusing to re-license dams where the 
environmental costs outweigh die value 
of the hydropower. It has beat found (hat 
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the power-produced by them is too little 
compared to die damage they cause—in 
many cases they prevent salmon and other 
species of fish from reaching spawning 
grounds. In the future, more dams are 
expected to be demolished in USA and 
other developed countries. 

I want to do a course from Australian 
or UK universities, which are advertised 
very much these days. How good are 
they? 

—Rahul Bajaj, Trivandrum 
It is true that foreign universities 
advertise heavily these days. If your 
objective is just to get a degree, they may 
serve the purpose, otherwise please ensure 
that they are recognised in India. Many of 
them are not. If you go abroad, you have 
to understand that visas are given only 
for duration of the course. Many countries 
do not extend visas for taking up 
employment and the student has to return 
to India. Weigh all the possibilities before 
you take up foreign courses, as they are 
very expensive. 

What does STAR TV stand for? 

—Arvmd Kumar, C/o 56 APO 
Satellite Television Asia Region. 

What is difference between rocket, 
satellite and missile? 

—Musafir Baitha, Sitamarhi (Bihar) 
A rocket is the means by which o 
vehicle is propelled. A satellite is put in 
orbit around planet (moon is a natural 
satellite of the earth) and a missile is an 
explosive device fired at enemy camps. 

I am in my second year. Should I 
start preparation for competitive exams 
right now, since I am weak in maths? 

—Atul Vaish, Allahabad (UP) 
Starting early is a wise decision, 
since maths calls for a lot of practice. If 
you are weak, there is^ll the more reason 
to start right now. Constant practice over 
two years will help you understand the 
concepts as also bukd up your speed. You 
can take some books or correspondence 
courses for the purpose and keep 
practising whenever you get time. ft* this ; 
way, you will be able to score well i»*J 
competitive examinations. I 



Improve Your Word Powor 


1. absolve: (a) forget (b) 
clarify (c) discharge (if) sink. 

2. botch: (a) repair 
(badly) (b) walk (awkwardly) 

(c) soften (d) harden. 

3. cosset: (a) withdraw 

(b) protect (c) advance (d) 
retreat. 

4. didactic: (a) enter¬ 
taining ( b ) interesting (c) visual 

(d) instructive. 

5. furbelow: (a) simple 
living (b) cheap taste (c) 
unnecessary ornament (d) 
expensive dress. 

6. giggle: (a) laugh (silly) 
(b) weep (bitterly) (c) hit (hard) 
(d) run (fast). 

7. hamper: (a) help (b) 
prevent (c) prevail (d) offend. 

8. incrementally: (a) 
carefully (b) faithfully (c) 
foolishly (d) increasingly. 

9. lethal: (a) beneficial (b) 
immediate (c) productive (d) 
damaging. 

10. motley: (a) multi¬ 
lingual (b) multi-faceted (c) 


ANSWERS 

1. absolve: (c) discharge, 
dear, pardon. 

■—The Court absolved the 
accused man from all 
responsibility for her death. 

2. botch: (a) repair (badly), 
spoil. 

—The mechanic tried to 
repair my car, but he really 
i botched it up. 

3. cosset: (b) protect- 


many-coloured ( d) much- 
maligned. 

11. nitty-gritty: (a) distant 
dreams (b) rising expectations 

(c) bask facts (d) unbridled 
demands. 

12. ominous: (a) inauspici- 
ous(b)rare(c)popular(d) famous. 

13. peregrination: (a) 
hobby (b) journey (c) picnic 

(d) destination. 

14. ruse: (a) trick (b) 
prayer (c) achievement (d) 
ambition. 

15. stodgy: (a) frank (b) 
dull (c) deceptive (d) blunt. 

16. tawdrinesB*: (a) 
greatness (b) humility (c) 
keenness (d) cheapness. 

17. up (v): (a) shrink (b) 
deny ( c ) increase (d) explore. 

IS. valour: (a) charity (b) 
bravery (c) virtue (d) pride. 

19. wraith:(«) ghost (b) 
saint (c) scholar (d) hang-man, 

20. zerti (v): (a) deceive 
,(b) receive (c) focus (d) 
endorse. 


pamper. 

—For long the Indian 
industry was cosetted by heavy 
tariffs on imports. 

4. didactic: (d) instructive, 
teaching. 

—I don't like her didactic 
way of explaining every¬ 
thing. 

5. furbelow: (c) unne¬ 
cessary ornament. 

—The 'book of essays' 
was ruthlessly devoid of froth. 


frills and furbelows. 

6 giggle: (a) laugh (silly). 

—The teacher advised the 

children to stop giggling as the 
matter was serious. 

7 hamper' (b) hinder, 
prevent. 

—Our progress was 
hampered by the bad weather. 

8. incrementally: (d) 
increasingly. 

—The economic im¬ 
perative of normalising Indo- 
Pak relations is yet to 
incrementally permeate civil 
societies in both countries. 

9 lethal: (d) damaging, 
harmful. 

—The closure of so many 
factories dealt a lethal blow to 
the economy of the town. 

10. motley: (c) many- 
coloured, incongruous. 

—The circus-clown 
wearing a motley collection of 
old clothes evoked loud 
laughter among the 
spectators. 

11 nitty-gritty: (c) basic 
facts. 

—The meeting got down 
to discussing the nitty-gritty of 
the first matter on the agenda. 

12. ominous: (a) inaus¬ 
picious. 

—Those black clouds are 
a bit ominous for the uphill 
journey. 

13. peregrination: (b) 
travel journey. 

—Accompanying him on 
his peregrinations is a work 


ethic that will perhaps last 
longer. 

14. ruse: (a) trick. 

—He can always think up 

a ruse for getting into the 
cinema without paying. 

15. stodgy: (b) dull. 

—Having risen from the 

ranks of the Akademi over the 
decades, she was possibly 
stodgy and complacent about 
her security as an employee. 

16. taWdriness: (d) cheap¬ 
ness, showiness. 

—The enquiry report 
exposed the completeness of 
chairperson's mendacity 
(untrue statement) and 
tawdriness of his tastes. 

17. up (v): (c) increase. 

—By making unrea¬ 
sonable demands every 
now and then, coalition 
parties seem to have upped 
the ante 

18. valour: (b) bravery. 

—The unprecedented 

valour shown by Indian 
soldiers in the Kargil war will 
be recorded in history in 
golden letters. 

19. wraith: (a) ghost, 
spectre. 

—As a result of long 
illness, he was reduced to a 
wraith-\ike figure. 

20. zero (v): (c) focus, 
fix. 

—His bail application and 
petition to the Court zeroed in 
on the holes in the 
prosecution's case. 


a 
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CIVIl HRVICBI/BAHK RO./RBI OFFIC1R1' KAM fPICIAl 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. The failure of the States to con¬ 
tain wasteful revenue expenditure and 
raise revenues has led to a severe fiscal 
crisis.' Discuss. 

Ans. State finances, as a whole, which 
were somewhat healthy till mid-nineties, 
have deteriorated considerably over the last 
tew years. In fact, most of the States are 
undergoing a fiscal crisis. 

A few States have been undergoing 
fiscal strain intermittently over the past few 
years. Overall, however, all States taken 
together exhibited a somewhat stable and 
resilient fiscal position till some time back 
There have been changes since 1997-98 
Some critics point out that the proximate 
cause for this fiscal deterioration has been 
the impact of the pay revision following 
tire Fifth Pay Commission recommenda¬ 
tions. 

There have been several other factors 
which contributed to this fiscal crisis. The 
gap between tax revenue potential and 
realisation has been widening in several 
States, especially in richer ones, over the 
last few years, mainly due to wide range 
of tax concessions for a variety of reasons. 
Non-tax revenues in real terms have been 
virtually stagnating in almost all the States. 
The implicit subsidies on non-merit goods 
and services like power, irrigation, trans¬ 
port and higher education have been 
mounting in several States. 

On the whole, it is the inability of the 
States to contain non-productive and 
wasteful revenue expenditure and their 
unwillingness to raise revenues to meet the 
soaring revenue expenditure which has led 
to the current fiscal crisis. At present, the 
entire revalue expenditure on the plan side, 
and part of the revenue expenditure on the 
non-plan side, are being met from capital 
receipts. Since the non-debt capital receipts 
are either negative or negligible in almost 
all the States, the borrowed funds are used 
for meeting the revenue gap on the plan as 
well as non-plan side. 


State governments have been Consti¬ 
tutionally restrained from unfettered bor¬ 
rowing. As a result, increasing revenue gap 
meant that less and less funds are avail¬ 
able for investment. Share of capital ex¬ 
penditure in the State budgets has been 
sharply coming down in most of the States 
in recent years To counter this trend, States 
have been encouraging their undertakings 
to borrow liberally from the market 
through bond/debenture issues for invest¬ 
ment. These borrowings create State liabili¬ 
ties which have been mounting in recent 
years. 

Another major problem with the bor¬ 
rowings of the States is that even when 
these funds are invested in productive as¬ 
sets, they do not generate sufficient finan¬ 
cial returns to service the loans. Sometimes, 
the user charges for the products and ser¬ 
vices from such cases like irrigation, do not 
cover even the operation and maintenance 
costs of such assets. 

Faced with such an alarming fiscal 
situation, States would have been helped 
if the share of Central taxes, plan funds 
and grants going to the States had been 
buoyant. Unfortunately, the situation has 
been just the reverse. 

All major States have been showing 
increasing revenue deficits year after year 
m the recent period. This trend has to be 
reversed and can be done so by a two 
pronged strategy. One is to boost revenue 
reciepts and the other to contain the growth 
of revenue expenditure. To boost revenue 
receipts, theStates should put a full stop to 
competitive tax concessions and other give¬ 
aways which have been practised indis¬ 
criminately by them in the recent past, 
without any tangible gains in terms of ad¬ 
ditional private investments. Subsidies 
should also be made explicit and transpar¬ 
ent. Such a move can reduce subsidy bur¬ 
den significantly which is estimated to be 
over 9 per cent of the GDP for all States 
together. Further, it is known that the im¬ 


plicit subsidies are mostly enjoyed by those 
sections of the society which can afford to 
pay. 

The main hurdle in containing the 
growth of revenue expenditure are the well- 
entrenched State bureaucracies. Wage bills 
should be cut and the level of efficiency of 
administration be improved. Fresh recruit¬ 
ment should be brought down to a level 
below retirement. This will automatically 
reduce the size of the bureaucracy. 

Q. What are some of the major 
thrust areas that need attention in so far 
as agricultural development is con¬ 
cerned? 

Ans. Development has helped India 
to achieve relative self-sufficiency in 
foodgrains and its imports have, in fact, 
become negligible. We have also been able 
to accumulate large buffer stocks of rice 
and wheat so that we could face any even¬ 
tuality resulting from drought in a particu¬ 
lar year or successively in two or three 
years. However, the achievements in agri¬ 
culture should not make the government 
complacent, because there are still many 
thrust areas in which we must orient 
our agricultural policies in the interests 
of agricultural growth, with emphasis 
on sustainability and equity. Major 
thrust areas are: 

(A) Output and area under coarse 
cereals has shown negligible improve¬ 
ment: Coarse cereals have been neglected 
and should be given attention in order to 
improve their production. 

(B) Stagnation in the output of 
pulses: There has been asharp decrease in 
the consumption of pulses which is a cause 
for concern more so for the poor for whom 
the pulses are a major source of protein 

(Q Production of edible oils: India 
is not self-reliant in the production of ed¬ 
ible oils. The major oil seeds grown in In- ( 
dia are groundnut, rape seed, mustard, 
sesamum, safflower, sunflower and 
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soyabean. The principal problem in oil- 
I seeds production is low productivity. Not 
w only is India way behind the developed 
countries, its productivity per hectare does 
not compare favourably even with respect 
to that of China. There are two important 
problems here: (i) edible oil imports are a 
continuous drain on our foreign exchange 
and (k) for an important food item, India 
continues to depend on other countries of 
the world. 

(D) New strategies of Irrigation and 
Water Management: Anew strategy of ir¬ 
rigation should be directed towards the fol- 
lowing: (/) control and proper method of 
irrigation in canal and tank command ar¬ 
eas, specifically for paddy (») providing 
drainage and re-use of water facilities (mi) 
conjunctive use of surface and ground wa¬ 
ter (tv) using sprinkler irrigation in canal/ 
tank command areas (v) introducing drip 
irrigation in well-irrigated areas (vi) train¬ 
ing farmers and extension officers in water 
management. 

(E) Shift emphasis in favour of mi¬ 
nor irrigation; The new thrust should be 
towards minor irrigation because of their 
cheapness and quick benefits. Obsession 
with major irrigation works or big projects 
has raised the irrigation costs per hectare 
to prohibitive levels. 

(F) Use of bio-fertilizers should be 
expanded: Recent researches in bio-tech¬ 
nology and genetic engineering have dem¬ 
onstrated that certain micro-organisms can 
also act as nitrogen fixers and provide nu- 

| tnents to crop plants. Bio-technology in fer¬ 
tilizers has been successfully exploited in 
developed countries, but several factors 
have hampered its use and propagation in 
India e.g. lack of trained personnel, lack of 
appreciation of the benefits of innoculation 
and absence of industrial support. 

(G) Emphasis should shift to dry 
farming; Dry farming technology should 
be developed so that the possibilities of 
raising the potential output of vast dry¬ 
land areas be exploited. Problems of dry¬ 
land areas should be studied and region 
s pecific technology be developed. 

Q. With reference to the Ninth nan 
(1997-2002), explain what is India's Price 
• Policy? 

A ns. Economic development since 


1951 has consisted of a large, continuous 
and sustained investment. To finance such 
investment, the government had to resort 
to heavy taxation, extensiveborrowing and 
deficit financing. The Erst two methods of 
financing development consisted mainly in 
transferring financial resources from the 
general public to foe government and were 
broadly non-inflationary—though indirect 
taxes definitely pushed up the prices 
through fueling cost push factors. The last 
method, i.e. deficit financing, led to an in¬ 
crease in foe supply of money with the 
general public and consequentiy increase 
in the demand for goods and services. At 
the same time, foe supply of consumption 
goods did not increase proportionately 
with the increase in the demand for them. 
Accordingly, inflationary pressures were 
generated in foe country, initially at a mild 
rate, but dunng and after the Fourth Plan 
at a galloping rate. Inflation has become 
inherent in a fast developing economy and 
has led to: 

(a) shift in emphasis from production 
to hoarding and speculation. 

(fi) distortion in the distribution of 
income—with heavy concentration of in¬ 
come in the hands of the rich and the grow¬ 
ing pauperisation of foe vast majority of 
the middle and lower income groups 

(c) worsening of the external payments 
position by pushing up imports and inad¬ 
equate rise in foe volume of exports. 

(d) adverse effect on saving, as the 
value of money is declining. 

Even though some inflationary pres¬ 
sure is inevitable in a developing economy, 
it is essential that it does not hinder a steady 
and rising rate of economic growth. There¬ 
fore, the control of inflation was thought 
to be necessary. The important objectives 
of price policy are: 

(a) The price policy should attain and 
maintain price stability, primarily in respect 
of food articles. 

(b) Aggregate demand should be made 
equal to aggregate supply; monetary and 
fiscal measures have an important role to 
play in this sphere. 

(c) The price policy should provide 
necessary incentives to stimulate produc¬ 
tion of all essential consumer goods. 

(d) It should protect foe vulnerable 
sections of foe community, by effectively 

.. . \ . .....*- 
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checking foe rate of increase of food grain 
prices (but this should not reduce incen¬ 
tives to greater production in agricul¬ 
ture). 

(e) Price policies should be such as to 
establish some consistent relationships 
between agricultural prices, prices of 
manufactures and foe prices of various 
services. 

The components of price policy for 
growth should be: (a) minimum of price con¬ 
trol and regulation (b) Dual pricing (c) Ad¬ 
ministered prices (d) Control of agricultural 
prices (<?) Industrial prices (ft Control of ex¬ 
penditure (g) use of foreign exchange reserves 
(h) State trading and buffer stock operations 
and (0 public distribution system. 

The problem of a suitable price policy 
in a developing economy arises largely 
owing to the existence of persistent pres¬ 
sure of inflation. Price stability need not 
mean freezing the price at a given level. 
Slow and steady rise in the price level has 
all foe virtues of a constant price level and 
has in addition the power to infuse some 
amount of momentum to foe economy. A 
cumulative but very slow rise in general 
price level is, therefore, not only permis¬ 
sible but indeed desirable. But prices 
should not be allowed to go out of control. 

Q. Critically examine the working 
of the rural development programmes 
in India. 

Ans. The rural development 
programmes have a two-fold thrust. On foe 
one hand, these are meant to eradicate 
poverty, on foe other these promote growth 
of foe rural economy. Separate programmes 
were designed in order to cater to the spe¬ 
cial needs of foe rural people. The rural 
people have gained in several ways. For 
instance, 

(i) Decline in poverty: These 
programmes have been successful to a rea¬ 
sonable extent. Since the inception of these 
programmes in the early seventies, foe 
number of foe poor has gone down. There 
is an improvement in terms of those who 
have crossed the poverty line but this gives 
a partial picture of the gains. It is so be¬ 
cause foe poverty line itself, defined as it is 
only in terms of calorie-intake, is a nar¬ 
rowly conceived measure. There is also 
improvements in the lives of the poor in 
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terms of more drinking water which is now 
available to as many as 83 per cent of the 
rural population (1995). Sanitation facili¬ 
ties are also available to about 4 per cent of 
the rural population. More houses are avail¬ 
able to the rural poor than before Besides, 
the increase in the number of literate chil¬ 
dren and adults, as also the increase in the 
availability of health facilities, have con¬ 
tributed, howsoever, little to an improve¬ 
ment in the quality of the rural poor. 

(ti) Increase in employment: There 
has also been a rise in the work opportuni¬ 
ties of various kinds in both the farm ac¬ 
tivities and non-farm activities. The 
employment generated has been both for 
the self-employed and those in the wage 
employment. There has also been more 
work for the underemployed or those in 
disguised unemployment. The seasonally 
unemployed in agriculture have found 
work in the non-farm activities as supple¬ 
mentary employment. The total employ¬ 
ment generated has been considerable. 

Those in wage employment have also 
benefited because their wages in real terms 
have been protected. The part payment of 
wages in kind (i c. cereals like wheat and 
rice) has in fact raised their wages as the 
foodgrains have been heavily subsidised. 
In rural areas where revamped PDS (Pub¬ 
lic Distribution System) has been intro¬ 
duced, income of the poor, both in self- 
employment and wage-employment has 
been raised in real terms, with foodgrains 
supplied at rates lesser than in the PDS 
elsewhere. The supply of foodgrains, as 
part of wages or through the revamped 
PDS, has another salutary effect. Since these 
supplies of wages have been drawn from 
the government's food stocks, these have, 
besides creating assets via consumption of 
the labour, reduced the carrying costs for 
the government. In short, employment cre¬ 
ation has been beneficent in more than one 
way. 

(ui) Additions to productive capac¬ 
ity: In the process of uplifting living level 
of the poor, and increasing opportunities 
of employment, these programmes have 
enhanced the productive capacity of the 
rural economy There has been an increase 
in the physical assets like all weather roads, 
minor irrigation works, social forestry, 
buildings for schools, for health centres. 


for vocational training, for production cen¬ 
tres etc. Most of these assets are in the 
nature of infrastructure (like roads, irriga¬ 
tion works etc). As such these provide a 
facilitative support for further production. 

The productive capacity has also in¬ 
creased because of the formation of human 
capital. Health facilities have added to the 
stamina and strength of the rural workers. 
Education and training have raised their 
skills and knowledge. All these have raised 
the efficiency of the people in general. To¬ 
gether with an increase in physical capital, 
human capital formation wi 11 make growth 
a self-sustained process. The association of 
people with development, (through the 
Panchayati Raj and voluntary institutions) 
provides an added strength to the produc¬ 
tive capacity Their involvement will make | 
growth a pro-people phenomenon. It will | 
1 bring forth the required resources, and 1 
| generate enough enthusiasm for the imple- 
I mentation of the programmes. 

| There are certain shortcomings of the 
rural programmes also: 

I (a) Dismal living: The eradication of 
poverty, the primary objective of special 
programmes has not been achieved. About 
two-fifth of the rural population is still 
below the poverty line. After about 25 years 
of the working of some of these 
programmes, a great number of the rural 
people still live a life of destitutes. The 
worse is that the incidence of poverty con¬ 
tinues to be very high in the poor States 
like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Uttar 
Pradesh. And among the poor, the worst 
sufferers belong to the already underprivi¬ 
leged social classes like the scheduled 
castes and the scheduled tribes. 

As far as the employment objective is 
concerned, there has been more work for 
more people But this beneficial effect has 
been negated to a large extent by the rap¬ 
idly rising labour force. More importantly, 
those in employment are not better off. 
They continue to work at very low levels 
of productivity and income. In fact, this 
has become a greater problem than that of 
the magnitude of unemployment. 

(b) Big shortfalls: The working of the 
programmes has been deficient in several 
respects. In some important cases, the suc¬ 
cesses haVe been much short of targets. For 
example, in the case of the Integrated Rural 


Development Programme (IRDP), the tar¬ 
get was to cover 20 million households 
during theSeventh Plan. The actual achieve¬ 
ment fell short by 2 million. This has been 
the fate of many other programmes. While 
the financial expenditure on these 
programmes lias been quite large, almost 
equal to and in some cases, even in excess 
of the allocations, the results in physical 
terms have not been commensurate with the 
spendings. Another aspect of the unsatis¬ 
factory performance of the programmes has 
been the big leakages in their implementa¬ 
tion such that the poor have been deprived 
of the benefits due to them. 

(c) Short of minimum needs: There 
is a shortage even in the case of minimum 
needs. This is strangely so despite the fact 
that the targets of the programme seem to 
have been fulfilled. For example, primary 
education. As many as 90 per cent of the 
children have been enrolled but there have 
been many dropouts. The net result is very 
low literacy rate among the children. Also, 
drinking water—many villages have been 
covered by the facility. But the per capita 
per day availability of potable water con¬ 
tinues to be much less than the desired 40 
litres of water. The same is true of health 
facilities, electricity. 

(</) Deficiencies of development de¬ 
sign: The programmes themselves are 
faulty in some important ways. The aims 
of these programmes have been set in terms 
of employment-generation, asset-forma¬ 
tion and meeting basic needs. These do not 
make one whole. Instead, these could be 
thought of as means subservient to the aims 
of income generation and quality of life 
(life expecfancy, infant mortality, education 
etc) with special concern for the poor. Such 
a perception would have not only provided 
a dear vision of the tasks ahead. This 
would've also provided more meaningful 
tests to judge the results of the various 
programmes. 

The programmes, except those meant 
for specific areas (like drought-prone ar¬ 
eas, desert areas) have not provided for 
the different needs of development of vari¬ 
ous regions. As such these don't help in 
reducing the regional imbalances. Thus, 
because of inadequate implementation and 
faulty design, the programmes have not * 
been satisfactory. 
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Embedded systems: Sys¬ 
tems engineer, systems 
analyst. 

E -commerce: Administrator, 
programmers. 

Other applications: ERP, 
Database programming. 
Pr efe r re d qualifications: BE, 

B.Tech in electronics or com¬ 
puter science, MS or M.Tech 
from IITs or regional engineer¬ 
ing colleges. 

Salaries: Starting salary could 
range from Rs 8,000 to Rs 
15,000 depending on the 
organisation and nature of job. 
Good professionals earn 
salaries of over Rs one lakh per 
month. 

Other jobs: Customer service, 
sales and marketing. 
Qualifications: MBA, Diplo¬ 
mas in computers or sales. 


For instance, Enterprise Resource Plan¬ 
ning (ERP) is a new field and courses 
were snapped up by students. Some who 
went abroad found that their knowledge 
was useless and were actually sent back 
to India by their employers. Hence, the 
need to be careful while taking a 
computer course. 

This has also been brought out by a 
survey conducted by the Indian Market 
Research Bureau (IMRB). It found that 
only 1.5 per cent of software program¬ 
mers were from private training insti¬ 
tutes. The majority of the jobs went to 
qualified software engineers or MBAs. 
People with diplomas and high-sound¬ 
ing degrees ended up as salespersons or 
chose other professions. Students who 
think that USA is waiting to welcome 
them on the basis of their diploma from a 
private institute are in for a rude shock. It 
is for this reason that computer education 
in the country has been described as "the 
great class-room robbery". As in other 
fields, it is advisable to realise that there 
are no short-cuts: get the best training if 
you want to be successful. 

The following are some areas 
which are likely to be hot in the 
coming years: 

Interact related: Web page 
designer, Web master, Administra¬ 
tor, application developers. 


Telecommunications 

MBnwhe telecom sector has witnessed a 

1 dramatic revolution in the past 

2 few years. Paging, cellular 

I phones, VSAT and radio trunk¬ 
ing have opened up a host of opportuni¬ 
ties from engineering to sales. As tech¬ 
nologies have merged, there will also be 
a huge demand for people who have 
integration skills. The only thing stop¬ 
ping the growth of the sector is the gov¬ 
ernment. The telecom policy is in a mess, 
which has caused several companies to 
go slow in expanding operations. How¬ 
ever, in times to come, the sector is 
bound to grow exponentially. 

Opportunities exist in telecom engi¬ 
neering, installing and maintaining net¬ 
works, sales and marketing. The jobs 
could be at junior levels in customer ser¬ 
vice or sales and in senior levels as man¬ 
agers and network administrators. Entre¬ 
preneurs could start agencies to represent 
the telecom companies in under-repre¬ 
sented areas. Moreover, companies are 
providing value-added services, so tele¬ 
com engineers are expected to be in 
demand in the future. 

The following are some areas Ih 
which, careers could be made In 
telecom: 

Engineering: Telecom engineering, 


customer support engineers, net 
work engineering and maintenance 
Preferred qualifications: BE 
B.Tech, B.Sc In electronics or com 
munications. 

Salaries: Starting salary Rs 6,001 
per month. 

Customer-related jobs: Custome 
service and support, sales 
accounts, etc. 

Salaries: Starting salaries Rs 3,00( 
per month for freshers, going up it 
five figures for managers. 

Entertainment 

F ilms and television are the stapli 
diet of Indians. A young crop o 
film makers have contributed t( 
making India known for qualit] 
films: many of them find markets abroac 
as well. Television has long been a gov 
eminent monopoly, but cable televisior 
has resulted in many new channels anc 
production houses. The industry has no 
grown as fast as it was expected anc 
many channels have folded up, but the 
potential nevertheless remains. 

Youngsters are attracted to the visu¬ 
al and glamorous side of the medium 
Many people have dreams of becoming 
VJs or programme comperes on televi¬ 
sion. No qualifications are needed, but a 
"high grab effect", meaning that the com¬ 
pere should be able to get the attention of 
the viewer quickly, in addition to high 
fluency in language and articulation, is a 
must. A large number of opportunities 
exist behind the camera as well in the 
form of technicians, cameramen, sound 
engineers, script writers and so on. Jour¬ 
nalists trained in the visual media are 
required by the news channels. Depend¬ 
ing on what one is good at, one can 
choose one's field of specialisation 
Another related career that has 
recently opened up is that of animation 
and multimedia, again a result of conver¬ 
gence of technology in information 
technology and television. Animated 
films are required for advertising and 
entertainment. The job involves design¬ 
ing of visuals, sound and mb&rg. Foreign 
companies may set up offices here to get 
the work done in India because of low 
labour costs, but quality must be 
delivered. 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


IIMS 


f IIMS PUBLICATIONS!kkVht 


ri: ad 

IIMS 

BOOKS 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14 
rtlONES : 4316915, 4329106, TELE/FAX : 4311946 E-mail : iimspub@nde.vsnl.neUn 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


' ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


1 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Including 3000 Objective Type Expected Questions) Ra. 160/- 

2 . 2500 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 75/- 

3 50 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

(SOOO Objective Type Outdone for ail Examt) Ra. 140/- 

4 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/Q.S. RS.150/ 

5 OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGUSH FOR ALL EXAMS 

(Full Study material A ’ MM Objective Questions) Ra. 120/ 

6 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 

(tSOO Objective Type Question* for ell Exam*). Ra. 150/- 

7. 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra. 160/ 

B ENGUSH COMPREHENSION (200 Heeding Comprehension Pssttgts) Ra. 70/- 
0 COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

10. 100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

11. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (With Study Material) Ra. M/ 

12. OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 

COSE/NTSE EXAMS (With Full Study material) Ra. 120/ 

13 5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 

Study Uateriel-The Complete Improvement Course) Ra. 160/- 

14 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON NUMERICAL ABUTY^MySo/wd) Ra. 160/ 

15. GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 

EXAMS (4700 Objective Question* With Study malarial) Ra. 150/- 
15. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 

(SOOO Objective Type Question* for all Exam*.) Ra. 150/- 

17 VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Objective Type Oueetlont With Full Study material) Ra. 150/ 

15. DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Objective Type Oueetlona With FuH Study material) Ra. 100/- 

19 OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Objective Oueetlont) Ra. 100/- 

20 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study material lor all Exama) Ra. 100/- , mrTnnv 

21 4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 6T/JEE EXAM Ra. 100/- 7 Sg>*2 ccoNQMV 

22 INDIAN CONSTITUTION (PUT Study materiel S 1000 OueeSoMl) Ra. 100/- a mDUN CONSTITUTION 
23. 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 50/- e OK. WORKBOOK 

24 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 00/- 

25 CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

25 TEST OF CLERICAL APimiOE Ra. 60/- 

27. RIWI Ml WftllH-aiflftW (EJ-twflNM) wrtm Ra- 50/ 

28. MPIPM MIR - 8000 XE^S (xg-4*fniv) SWAm Ra. 160/- 

29. wmpq MM - 100 ftftew 4x4 Ra.140/- 

30. wrap* - 2600 xwjFpb (ag-ftwfrtM) stphm Ra. eat- 

31 . ija mfuftn arBom Ra.200/- 

32. xagfal MMrBri Ra.150/ 


Ra. 140/- 
RS. 150/- 

Ra. 120/- 

Ra. 150/- 


Ra.120/ 


Ra. 180/- 99 
Ra. 150/- “ 
23. 

Ra.150/- 2 *- 



Ra. 150/- 
Ra.150/- 


BOOKS ON GENERAL. STUOiES FOR IAS, IFS, PCS. ETC 
(FULL STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


100 /I 1- GENERAL SCIENCE 
na. iuw 2 GEOGRAPHY 

3. K^H^tSrT 


Ra.200/ 


o. 1on/ (WORLD • INDIA) Ra.200/ 
"*■ JS2I' 3- INDIAN HISTORY Ra.200/- 
. !!!!(’ 4. INDIAN ECONOMY Ra.150/- 

"*■ 5. INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra.150/- 

Ra. *0/- 5 . gjc WORKBOOK Ra.200/- 
Ra. 60/ 7 . GENERAL MBfTALABUTY Ra.150/ 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/ 

Ra. SO/ 

Ra. 160/ 

Ha. 140/ 

Ra. 60/ 

Ra.200/ 

Ra.150/- 



GUIDES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


1. SAC. COM8INEO PREUM EXAM. (GRADUATE LEVEL) 

2. SAC. COMBINED PRELIM EXAM. (MATRIC LEVEL) 

3. romMk M 5 *r br W» yRm (nm wi» * w# # flhv) 

*■ 'VO.fetM. d^ici xrAm xGw (ttfew «n * art G 01*} 
s. mmmeom- IA8 aftt pcs nO w wff m 0i* 


Ra.400/ 
Ra.300/ 
Ra.400/ 
Ra.300/ 
Ra.600/ 


BOOKS FOR M.B.B.S./PMT ENT. EXAMS 



, JtDlSPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S (PREL I EX AM 



For fraa p o tt og S aanQ Ww Ml MpounUe 


•» *ew «Mm, For V.W». sond Ra. 200/ by M.Q, aaadvanea 


BUSINESS G.K.. RS 100/- OiS f,>i S>m : RS. 200/- LAW : RS. 300/-, 
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Discovering Your Aptiftffti ' 
the toteak^tojit many youngpecfira^is to 
chase a iwrfflw salary without realising ones 
potent*?!, fitter one Join* courses becausefftonds are 
enrolling, or one gets pressured by parents. However, 
to be able to make a success of a career, It Is impor¬ 
tant to discover on#s aptitude, 

For example, If oriels an introvert and lacks con¬ 
fidence, it would be useless to try for MBA. A gregari¬ 
ous person who likes making friend* and is outgoing 
would most likely be unhappy in a job that involves a 
lot of desk work. Likewise, it IS wrong to take a deci¬ 
sion on the basis of glamour associated with certain 
careers. When young. It Is easy to be misled or influ¬ 
enced by extraneous considerations. 

How does one discover aptitude? Several career 
counselling agencies impart tests to discover toe apti¬ 
tude of people. Essentially, one should discover one's 
personality traits and what one is happiest doing. If 
you are good with your hands and draw things, con¬ 
sider a career in design. On the other hand, If you do 
not have a head tor mathematics, going for comput¬ 
ers or management would not be advisable. 


demand. Demand for trained designers 
is more than their supply these days. 
Innovative designers, backed with pro¬ 
fessional training, are in great demand. 

The premier institutes imparting 
design education are the Industrial 
Design Centre, III, Mumbai, the National 
Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad 
and the National Institute of Fashion 
Design (NIFT), New Delhi. The first 
trains students in product design, the sec¬ 
ond in graphic or interior design and the 
third is primarily into fashion design. 
New areas such as accessory and jew¬ 
ellery design are catching up fast. What 
is required is a flair for design, an under¬ 
standing of the materials available and 
colour combinations. The field of fashion 
design is more or less saturated but other 
helds are opening up, such as textile 
design, which is a discipline in itself. Tex¬ 
tile companies And that trained designers 
are in short supply. 

Another related area is interior 
design. Designing homes, showrooms, 
offices, fall in its purview. The designer 
has to keep in mind the cost the theme 
and lighting. Formal training is obtained 
in architecture colleges though many 
polytechnics offer courses varying in 
quality. 

The following are some areas in 
which careers In design can be 
made in the coming years; 


■jjufojv. Product design: 

sojlrWts to IITs ' En 9 ineerin 9 Co,_ 
effing one* !®9 es -. 
jsefriends are Starting salary: Rs 
tots. However, 8,000 to Rs 15,000 a 
er, it is impor- month. 

' Fashion design: 
lacks con- Designers, production 

Mk«S& managers ' export 

:hat involves"! mana 9 ers - 
oMnadKh Qualifications: A 

d with certain course from NIFT, 
listed or influ- New Delhi and other 
cities, SNDT College, 
Several career Mumbai. Several pri- 
iovertoeaptj- va te institutes and 

SSTif p° l '' tKh f s offer 

„tL, diplomas too. 

and,^fyoudo startin 9 Rs 

§ for comput* 10,000, increasing to 
ibte. Rs 50,000 or more. 

>’ Jewellery, Product 

and Accessory design: A course 
from NIFT or other fashion insti¬ 
tutes, Gemmological Institute, 
Mumbai, Gems and Jewellery Export 
Promotion Council, Mumbai. 
Starting Salary: Rs 5,000 to Rs 
20,000 a month, depending on 
quality of work. 

Graphic design. Textile design: A 

course from NID, Ahmedabad. Arts 
colleges and polytechnics offer 
these courses also. 

Interior design: B.Arch from NID, 
Ahmedabad, SPA, New Delhi, JJ 
School of Arts, and State Architec¬ 
ture colleges. 


Management 

T he MBA remains a viable career 
option today, a ticket to senior 
management positions in compa¬ 
nies. With the industrial climate 
in the country changing for the better, 
companies are expanding operations and 
launching new products. Multinational 
companies have come to India in a big 
way. They all want trained manpower to 
look after their operations and MBAs are 
jjhus in great demand. 

The demand for the MBA degree is 
fuelled by media hype. Business maga¬ 
zines regularly carry salary surveys and 
pictures of young people earning Rs 
50,000 a month. Hdwever, it is a high- 


stress, high-risk career and certainly not 
for the timid. 5tudents opting for man¬ 
agement should remember that it often 
requires a change in attitude and person¬ 
ality: the Indian attitude of chalta hai is 
not appreciated by companies and aspi¬ 
rants often come to grief if they are not 
able to change themselves. 

It may be mentioned that an MBA 
degree is worthwhile only if done from 
one of the better institutes. Many stu¬ 
dents who do it from little known insti¬ 
tutes are often left without a job. Similar¬ 
ly, the BBA has been started to cash in on 
the craze for a management degree but is 
good only in a handful of institutes. 

The implication i$ obvious: pre¬ 
pare well for the better institutes 
and clear their entrance exams. 
Develop personality and acquire the 
knowledge and skills required for 
the programme. In recent times, 
many foreign universities have set 
up shop in India offering the covet¬ 
ed degree. These courses should 
also be taken with caution as many 
of them are unrecognised both by 
the government and the industry. 


Law 

T raditionally associated with 
fighting cases for clients who 
have disputes with each other, 
the profession of law is now 
changing, thanks to liberalisation. Cor¬ 
porate law is becoming important 
because of joint ventures and foreign col¬ 
laborations. Lawyers are much in 
demand as contracts have to be made 
between partners so that there is little 
scope of dispute later on. Changes in the 
business environment, such as in bank¬ 
ing and securities, also requires lawyers 
who can understand and interpret the 
implications of provisions for their 
clients. Today, lawyers are becoming part 
of the corporate teams. 

Another area that is gradually pick¬ 
ing up is Patents and Intellectual Proper¬ 
ty Rights (IPR) Protection law. With India 
having signed the Paris Convention and 
TRIPS, the country's laws have to be 
amended. Researchers and inventors will 
look for protection of their work. With 
increased awareness about patents, there 
will be a growth in this area in years to 
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come. Further, as more companies come 
into the country, trademarks protection, 
contracts, intellectual property will all be 
growth areas. Science and engineering 
students can also take up the patent law 
exam. The law graduate will have the 
option of either joining a company as 
legal manager or open one's own legal 
practice dealing with any of these 
aspects. At present, howevec there are no 
separate courses dealing with patent law. 
A basic law degree is what one can 
get, and later specialise in patent 
law. A non-lawyer can also become 
a patent attorney after clearing the 
patent attorney exam conducted by 
the patent office. 

Business and Contract Law: 

Legal Manager, Legal Officer. 
Qualifications: LLB or LLM, from 
National Law School, Bangalore, 
Delhi School of Law, Universities. 
Starting salary: Rs 7,000 to Rs 
10,000 per month, increasing to Rs 
50,000 for senior positions. 

Patent and IPR: Legal Officer, 
Legal Manager. 


Finance 

F or many years in the doldrums, 
careers in finance may be looking 
up now, with economic recover)' 
in sight. Companies have to con¬ 
firm to standards and follow internation¬ 
al accountancy norms, which has created 
opportunities for Chartered Accoun¬ 
tants. There may be more public issues 
now that the markets have perked up, 
which will result in demand for banks, 
merchant banks and other providing 
financial services The opening up of the 
banking sector has seen a revolution of 
sorts and many opportunities have been 
created. 

There are related jobs in valuation, 
derivatives, foreign exchange and debt 
market. After gaining experience in a 
bank or financial services company, one 
can move to foreign banks or services 
companies. Salaries in the sector are tra¬ 
ditionally high, but these are also high 
risk jobs and much depends on the eco¬ 
nomic situation. Accountants, however, 
are safe since they are always required to 
keep the records of the company in order 
and for tax planning. 


Apart from working in a finan¬ 
cial services company, a finance 
expert can open up his own compa¬ 
ny to provide financial services, 
after gaining some years of experi¬ 
ence. 

Qualifications: MBA (Finance), 
Chartered Accountant, Cost Accoun¬ 
tant, Company Secretary, Chartered 
Financial Analyst. 

Starting salary: Rs 25,000 to 
Rs 30,000 per month, going up to 
over Rs 1 lakh per month for middle 
and senior levels. 


Journalism and Advertising 

N ew careers that are opening up 
also exist in journalism, adver¬ 
tising and marketing. First, 
journalism moved up from 
newspapers to television, and now they 
are upgrading to the Internet. As TV 
channels multiply, people trained in the 
visual medium will be greatly in 
demand. The profession requires meet¬ 
ing deadlines and is thus a demanding 
one. Coming on TV is just one aspect of 
the job. TV journalists have to wait for 
VIPs tor hours and get a quote or two 
from them as they go about their work. 
This requires pab'ence and grit and may 
even be tedious work. It may also require 
covering routine functions and speeches, 
which could be very boring after some 
lime. Supply is in excess of demand. 
Some studios and TV software compa¬ 
nies offer on-the-job training, but a 
course from a reputed institute may 
make the entry easy. 

A new area in journalism is Web 
editing. There is a need for people who 
can create and maintain content on web¬ 
sites: all major newspapers and maga¬ 
zines today have websites of their own. 
Being a journalist is not enough—an aspi¬ 
rant must also have an idea about layouts 
and the integration of text and graphics. 

The following are some areas In 
which careers could be made In 
journalism: 

Print media: Newspapers and 
magazines. Join as reporters and 
move on to become editors. 
Qualifications: Degree in journal¬ 
ism, MA. For Web editing, knowl¬ 
edge of web-pages design. 


Starting salary: Rs 5,000 to Rs 
10,000 a month, going up to Rs 
25,000 or even more. 

Advertising is another career that 
attracts young people because of the 
glamour. Again, there is a lot of hard 
work involved. Opportunities exist at all 
levels, as also for opening up a business 
that provides services to advertisers. 
Modelling, copywriting, designing and 
photography are related jobs. An offshoot 
is public relations, since companies 
require favourable publicity. 

Marketing 

M arketing is another area that 
requires a lot of people. First, 
representatives are needed to 
demonstrate and sell prod¬ 
ucts. Either a person can join a company 
as an employee or work from the home 
by becoming "distributor". Many foreign 
direct sales companies are setting up 
offices in the country which allow the 
flexibility of working hours Distributors 
reportedly earn sizeable amounts and 
win trips abroad ujaon meeting sales tar¬ 
gets. However, it may be remembered 
that it is not everyone's cup of tea—enter 
direct marketing only if you have the 
aptitude. Quite often distributors end up 
using the products themselves as they 
are unable to sell them. 

Second, tele-sales is another con¬ 
cept that is increasingly being used 
by companies. In this, one has to con¬ 
duct sales through the telephone; 
very often it can be done by making 
phone calls from home itself. Third, 
one can participate in product 
launches or events by taking up part- 
time jobs. Students and housewives 
can utilise their spare time by doing 
marketing jobs, and it is reported 
that sizeable incomes can be earned 
by becoming part of a direct selling 
team. 

The ideal way is to take up a direct 
selling job in vacations. This helps build 
confidence and one gets to know whether 
one has the aptitude or not. Later cm, one 
can do a formal training in sales or mar¬ 
keting if one finds that a career in it can 
be made. 

Qualifications: No formal 
qualifications are required. 
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Jargon Busting—Part-ll 


Anonymous FTP: A way to use FTP pro¬ 
gram to log on to another computer to copy 
files when you do not have an account on the 
host computer. When you log on, type 
"anonymous” as the username and your email 
address as Hie password. This gives you 
access to publicly available files on the host 
computer 

Applet: A small computer program, writ¬ 
ten in popular language called Java, which can 
be embedded in a web page. 

Baud: Baud is a measure of modem speed, 
and is equal to one signal per second 
Therefore 1000 baud equals 1000 bits of data 
transfewed per second. However, at higher 
speeds, this might not hold true. For example, 
a 14400 baud modem is not a 14400 bps 
modem. 

Bits per second (bps): The measure of a 
modem's speed. A 28.8 kbps modem can move 
28,800 bits per second. 

Bounce: What your E-mail does when it 
cannot gets to its recipient—it bounces back to 
you. 

Cache: The disk cache is the space on your 
hard drive where pages are stored as you view 
them. When you click on a link, a page is 
downloaded from die Internet to your Cache 
folder. If you view the page again, the page is 
read form the Cache folder. 

Client/Server: Computer technology 
that separates computers and their users 
into two categories: clients and servers. When 
you want information from a computer on the 
Internet, you are a client. The computer that 
delivers die information is the server. 

Compression: A method of encoding data 
signals that allows transmission (or storage) of 
more information than the media would oth¬ 
erwise be able to support. 

Fibre-optic cable: A technology that uses 
light beams to carry data. The capacity is 
many times that of traditional data links such 
as coaxial cable and microwave. 

Handshake: Two modems (such as your 
and your ISP's) trying to connect. 

Information Superhighway: Refers to the 
plan to deregulate communication services, 
. allowing for the integration of all aspects of 
Internet, CATV, telephone, business, entertain¬ 


ment, information providers, education, etc 

Integrated Services Digital Network 
(ISDN): A set of standards for high-speed dig¬ 
ital transmission of simultaneous voice, data 
and video information over fewer channels 
than would otherwise be needed, through the 
use of phone lines. ISDN can provide speeds 
of 64 idips or higher over a regular phone line. 

Mirror An FTP server that provides 
copies of the same files as another server. 
Some FIT servers are so popular that other 
servers have been set up to mirror them and 
spread the FTP load to more than one site. 

Offline browsing: A browser feature that 
lets you browse the web without being con¬ 
nected to the Internet. When you enable 
offline browsing, you can view the sites stored 
in your cache, without connecting to the 
Internet. 

POP3: Post-Office Protocol (version 3). 
Used for downloading mail from your server 
to your computer 

QuickTime: A method developed by 
Apple Computer for storing and playing bade 
movie and audio files in digital format. 

Search Engine: A program used by a 
search services on the WWW. When you send 
a request to a search engine, your request is 
checked against the index that the engine has 
already compiled. 

Shareware: Software that is freely 
available on the net. If you like and use 
the software, you should send in the fee 
requested by the author, whose name and 
address will be found in a file distributed 
with the software. 

TCP/IP: Transmission Control Proto- 
col/Intemet Protocol. The particular system 
for transferring information over a computer 
network—that is at the heart of the Internet. 

Terrestrial Link: an Earth based, point-to- 
point data link (as opposed to VSAT, which is 
via satellite). 

URL Uniform Resource Locator. An 
address on the World Wide Web. e.g.: 
http://www.apple.com 

VSNL: Videsh Sanchar Nigatn Limited. 
The Indian Government venture that controls 
all international access to Internet to/from 
India. 
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Drain Dross From Self 


man's personal problem is how to nate. by the old. He uses his reason. He thinks, 

onstruct his own life according to his We know that under the thin crust of He keeps his "zoo" in order 

own purpose without the wreckage of the earth there is the great central fire. To be ruled by one's baser self is a 
other lives This requires, as Robert Louis Every now and then the fire breaks the slavery. As Spinoza once wrote: "The 
Stevenson said, both "fortitude and crust and there are earthquakes and powerlessness of a man to govern and 

delicacy". disasters. So, in every man, there is a restrain his passions I call servitude. A man 

It is easy to be strong and rough. It is central fire of passions and appetites that who is controlled by his baser feelings is 
easy to be weak and gentle. But it requires must be kept in control by die crust of not his own master, but is mastered by 

a high degree of self-control to possess self-control and mental development. circumstances, under whose power he is 

both strength and gentleness as did We might say that in die back of every often compelled, though he sees the better, 

Mahatma Gandhi. brain there are passions and appetites and to follow the worse." 

Why did Gandhi become our na- emotions that we have inherited from past The feelings that make a man fail, 

tional hero? Because he had courage ages. When the front of the brain breaks either in business or political life are fear, 

without brutali ty. In his generation, such loose then a man becomes a weakling or self-pity, rage, revenge, jealousy, hate and 

a thing was rare. He always held his a criminal ora lunatic. the whole range of brutal instincts.Thou- 

lower nature in control. He fought sands of able men are pulled down by 

against any odds. But he never harmed a ^ j 5 £M j ons these feelings, 

woman or an unarmed man. There was No one knows how many careers 

no cruelty in him. Even in a life of T A 7HEN a man attacks and ravishes are wiped out by nothing more than bad 
violence and danger, he kept his passions V V and kills a young girl, what was die temper. Irritability is as hurtful to a firm 

in control. cause of it? A gorilla in the back of his as sand is to an engine. 

There are two kinds of feelings—the brain broke loose. The man ceased to be One large firm in England was closed 

social and the anti-social. There is the human. down and an appropriate epitaph for it: 

feeling of mother-love at the top and In the back of every brain there is a "Hoe lies Blank and Blank Ltd, smashed 

there is the bloodlust of the murderer at "zoo". There are wild animals of passion by bad temper." The head of it was a 

the bottom. By self-mastery we mean die and violence. And they must be kept in scolder. He flew into at least a score of 

development of the higher and nobler their cages. Every sane, well-balanced man rages every week. Naturally, things went 

feelings and die subjugation of the baser is one who has put the front of his brain in wrong, because everyone in the firm was 

feelings. Every man has brute qualities control. His' brain is both old and new, in fear. In the end, the firm faded out. It 

in him that he must do his best to elimi- and he rules his life by the new part, not was "scolded to death". 
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All the feelings that create ill-will are 
l destructive in life. Every feeling that alien¬ 

ates others is costly. Many a man, every 
competent and intelligent, fails because of 
his manner. He repels people. He creates 
hostility and opposition. 

Snooty 

S OME men make a small success and it 
spoils them. They do not climb any 
higher. Success, like whisky, i9 likely to go 
to a man's head. He develops a latent ar¬ 
rogance and cuts himself off from the 
friendship and co-operation of other men. 

Many a girl in an office, when she is 
promoted to a responsible job, tips her 
nose up to her fellow-workers and creates 
an ill-will that sooner or later pulls her 
down. 

All these failures happen because of 
a lack of self-mastery. The man who has 
not mastered himself is not fit for power 
Napoleon found this out when he picked 
up his easy-going relatives and made 
kmgs and princes of them. Eventually, it 
was their folly and disloyalty that tumbled 
him down. 

The most destructive of all feelings 
is fear. It holds a man back and prevents 
him from developing the stronger side 
of his nature. When a man's fears control 
him, he lives a life of apprehension. He 
is afraid of what may happen. He is 
afraid of things that do not happen at 
all. His imagination torments him. 

Every criminal suffers from appre¬ 
hension. It is the one penalty that he can 
never escape. But it ought to be banished 
from die mind of every honest man. 

A man must make an effort and face 
his fears. He must accept the normal risks 
of life, just as he must accept the weather. 
No man can be wrapped in cotton-wool 
and stored safely in a drawer. There are 
always dangers. 

A man must accept life as it is and 
make the best of it Certainly, he must not 
whine before he is hurt. If he has mastered 
himself, even when he is badly hurt ho 
will not whine. A fear is like a disease- 
germ. One weak, frightened man may 
i infect many others. 

Once Harry Hopf went tosee a client 
who was a pessimist. 


This client, a manufacturer, was put¬ 
ting the spirit of defeat and discourage¬ 
ment into his whole organization. All his 
conversation was about trouble. Harry 
Hopf said to him: "Have you the ability 
to keep a secret?" The man replied: "Yes, 
I think I can." 

"Well", said Hopf, leaning over and 
speaking confidentially, "won't you, 
please, during this year, keep it a secret 
that you think your business is going to 
the dogs?" 

He had a sense of humour. He 
laughed and said: "You are right. From 
now on, I won't let a man in my 
organization even suspect that 1 think 
business is bad " 

Self-mastery does not mean the abo¬ 
lition of sentiment in a man's nature. It 
does not mean that we should become like 
Superman- -ruthless and dominating. Sen¬ 
timent is as necessary in a complete man 
as intellect. It is not weakness. It is power 
as much as thought is. 

Sparklers 

W AS it not Dickens, the novelist of 
sentiment, who ripened the natures 
of the English people? Was it not Bums, 
the poet who softened the sentiments of 
people? 

Did not Florence Nightingale have 
power enough to make even the war office 
more humane and kindly? Was it not the 
inspiration of her life that helped to abol¬ 
ish the slums of London? 

Some men regard self-mastery as a 
means of oppressing or dominating oth¬ 
ers. They push and thrust their way 


through the world. They are inconsiderate 
and dictatorial. Often, they do succeed in 
getting what they want—power or money. 

There is a mistaken impression as to 
the true meaning of self-mastery and per¬ 
sonality. Many men think that it is the 
power to impress or dominate other 
people. They think that it means the 
mastery over other people. 

Self-effacing 

B RUCE Douglas was well-known in the 
tea business. He was one of the 
gentlest of men—almost self-effacing. He 
had an air of deference to small men as 
well as to big men. He slipped into a room 
quietly, but in a short time he was directing 
the conversation. 

He influenced men by his intelli¬ 
gence, his reasonableness and his courtesy. 
He was the exact opposite of a super- 
salesman, but he knew how to sell goods 
and keep customers. Anyone who met him 
once wished to meet him again. 

How to be simple, likeable and def¬ 
erential, and at the same time be 
persuasive and effective—that is the 
problem. People must be won over, not 
coerced and mastered. Certainly, they 
must not be made to feel small. Whether 
we are managing employees or selling 
goods, it is best to be considerate. 

The military manner is absurd in so¬ 
cial life. It destroys kindness and prevents 
friendship. The stronger a man is, foe more 
careful he should be not to make other 
people afraid of him. In foe real personal¬ 
ity and self-confidence, there is no brace 
of arrogance. 
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World (hie) cups! 


T HE World Cup '99 is over, 
ending in a thrilling anti¬ 
climax Australians, unfancied 
as champions, ran away with 
the Cup, leaving South Afnca 
and Pakistan, the major 
contenders, dazed and 
disappointed Players from 
various participating nations 
have been honoured, praised 
or pelted with rotten eggs. 

I have attempted a post¬ 
mortem of the tournament and 
come to some conclusions. I 
have selected the following for 
world hiccups—minor replicas 
of the Cup 

Captain. Our own Azza 
Mian since replaced by Sachin. 
Not for his performance on the 
field but for his famous 
statements to the media: "We 
played well but we did not 
win." (Only teams that play 
badly win matches!) "We are 
good chasers." Perhaps, he had 


film starlets in mind 1 

Wasim Akram came a 
close second with the 
statement which made the 
Pakistani re-write a famous 
quote to. "Practice" makes a 
man imperfect. 

Bowler. Ajit Agarkar of 
Mumbai from where another 
Ajit called Wadekar hails. He 
wins the Cup for being the 
prize villain of the piece. Like 
the villain in Hindi films, he 
got the maximum beating 
(with bat) and no-balled 
himself into the wide area of 
criticism. A close contender 
was the "Rawalpindi Express" 
but he "romanced" himself out 
of the reckoning. 

Batsman. A. Khurasia (a 
member of the Indian squad) 
for not featuring in any match, 
confining to the hotel room, 
not getting even nets. The 
Chairman of the "bunch of 


jokers" has not opened his 
oracled mouth on him. 
Perhaps, he is busy skirting the 
issue 1 

Ijaz of Pakistan nearly 
won die Cup for being spotted 
at a famous night club at 3.45 
a m. before the final. But I 
excluded him from the list of 
contenders because he was 
practising leg glances! 

Wicket-Keeper. Moin 
Khan wins the Cup gloves 
down for his gibbering from 
behind the stumps. "Bowling, 
Saqi", "Come on". "Shabash". 
"Kick them". 

Soon we will have to have 
another match referee to 
restrain this deafening dedble. 

Catcher. H. Gibbs of South 
Africa who dropped steely Steve 
Waugh of Australia at 50 plus 
and had to digest: "You have just 
dropped the World Cup> son." 

How long the son- 


relationship will last remains 
to be seen, especially when 
Hansi Cronje is his own man, 
minus his ears 1 

Runner between the 
wickets. Give him a good 
hand. It is no other than 30- 
run outs fame Inzi of Pakistan. 

The Cup goes to 
Inzamann for being the best 
runner between the wickets. 
He looks like (while running 
between the wickets) an old 
locomotive coming to a halt at 
a ramshackle railway station 
He runs so fast that it is the 
batsman at the other end who 
pants and pufft for breath! 

Coach. I tried every 
possible means to get at the 
best one but failed. I persisted 
with my efforts till someone 
knowledgeable whispered into 
my ears: Stop this futile chase 
He & lost in the crowd of fa* 
and fanatic bookies. 
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ftamrakhyani, 
Varanasi. He 
has dona Ms 
B.$c and Is 


fang for MBA. 
Ha Nets to play chass. 

During tha Kargil conflict, it 
was tho shear power of the 
media that resulted in the ware 
of patriotism that swept the coun¬ 
try. It made the people realise 
their duties towards their country 
The enormous power of the 
media, however, is generally 
misused. It is responsible for 
spreading violence, aggression 
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and materialism in society. The 
media's obsession with glamour 
and elite lifestyles fuels the dark¬ 
er aspects of society, rather than 
build morals and values 


sit for hours watching it. The 
media only provides what is 
demanded. To improve the 
media, we have to reform our¬ 
selves first 



Snlgdhasmita 
Srivastava, 
Sonebhadra 
(UP). She Is a 
student of 
class 9 and 
< wants to be a 
doctor. Her hobbles ore read¬ 
ing and travelling. 


Society has become prone 
to various cnmes, with media 
affecting our minds. It has crip¬ 
pled our deciding capacity. It pro¬ 
vides such dreamy ideas about 
various careers that many of us 
want to do exotic things, thereby 
becoming frustrated in the end. 
Newspapers are filled with dum¬ 
mies. How do they assume that 
we are interested in reading 
about crawly politicians or the 
gossip they print day in and day 


out? 


The media is no longer the 
watchdog of society. It has for¬ 
gotten its role and has become a 
frivolous time-pass these days 

0 Jalandhar. He 

class 10 and 
wants to be a 
nuclear scien¬ 
tist. His hobbles are stamp 
collecting and bird watching. 


The madia is today merely a 
source of entertainment. On tele¬ 
vision, much nonsense is shown. 
Even on national festivals, people 
sit glued to television watching 
films. There is, thus, a degrada¬ 
tion of character and level of 


understanding of the people 
Young boys and girls give greater 
importance to things like love 
and beauty rather than studies. 
Indian society has been embrac¬ 
ing all the rubbish of the West in 
the name of modernisation. But 
the society also has to be 
blamed, since many people like 
die nonsense entertainment and 


Shavlnder 
Bhatla, 

Ambata. She is 
doing B.Sc and 
wants to be an 
IAS officer. Her 
hobbles are 
reading and coin collecting. 

Media is a means 
through which the world is 
connected. Its impact is 
great and can be seen from 
the fact that people want to 
imitate people on television 
and often dress like them. 
However, the media is 
obsessed with politics and 
glamour while everyday 
problems are ignored. The 
medio seems to have for¬ 
gotten its responsibility 
towards society. 


Amit Kumar, 
Ranchi. He 
works as a 
fashion co¬ 
ordinator in an 
Export House. 

Unwittingly, the role of the 
media has been reduced to 
entertainment. Today, what we 
get is an unsavoury mix of sex 
and violence The media has 
become a means of teaching 
questionable habits and attitudes 
of people. However, despite the 
negative impact, there ore good 
things as well. We are exposed to 
developments in science and 
technology. Our society may be 
rid of superstitions and social 
evils like female infanticide and 
dowry by exposure of Western 
lifestyles. 





Santosh Kumar 

Singh, 

Muzafforpur 

(Bihar). He Is 

ddn(|BJco«d 

ohm te do 

MBA. 


A responsible media can be 
a panacea for Mqriy social dis¬ 
eases, but we cannot say that it is 
shouldering its responsibility. All 
it wants to do is to attract adver¬ 
tisers and is not concerned with 
the impact on society. Journalists 
these days are not truth seekers 
but are happy to pnnt handouts 
given to them. It is up to the 
younger crop of professionals to 
rectify the trend and bring back 
the independence that was once 
the hallmark of journalism. 

Garima Malik, 
Farida bad. She 
iso student of 
SJL and wants 
to become an 
IAS officer. Her 
hobbles are 
reading and watching films. 

The power of the media as 
the single biggest shaper of 
world opinion is so immense that 
no ruler can ignore it. It can top¬ 
ple governments. It has brought 
nations of the world socially, eco¬ 
nomically and culturally closer to 
one another. It is o unifying 
force True, it may have some 
negative aspects but, on the 
whole, it is quite useful. In the 
recent Kargil episode, it helped 
influence world opinion and 
showed Pakistan's insidious plans 
to the world. Like everything, it 
has two aspects and we have to 
take the good with the bad. 




Y. Bhaskor 
Boo, village 
Salekasa 
(Maharashtra). 
He has dene 
his B.Sc and is 
preparing for 


co mp et i t iv e exams. 


In my school days I thought 
that an engineer meant being a 
train driver. It was only through 
the media that I learnt what 
being an engineer actually 
meant, 

A majority of the population 
in our country lives m villages. 
Politically oriented papers pub¬ 
lished from dries are of no use to 


us. These papers have foiled to 
bring about a scientific attitude. 
Instead, they give importance to 
the materialistic world. Living in a 
village, I see the utterly useless 
information that is thrust on us by 
newspapers who do not^ tire of 
reporting every worthless state¬ 
ment that leaders in Delhi have 
to make. They have forgotten 
that their role is also towards the 
70% people who live in villages. 

G. Neela 
Vauhinl, 
Vlshakhapat- 
nam. She is 
doing a diplo¬ 
ma In Human 
Resource 

Management. 

Media now means fun and 
entertainment, turning people 
away from productive tasks. Few 
people realise that what we see 
on television is far from reality. 
Physical appearance has become 
of prime concern and there is no 
emphasis on intellectual growth. 
The press fills columns with 
unwanted stuff. Many students, 
like my brother, ore now addict¬ 
ed to fashion and TV. The harm¬ 
ful effects of the media can be 
seen if we see how most young 
people behave. 

Imd^H mom Ih 

I VOW o 

I l 

J If riWMfiMM. j 

kaMMavaxMltVMS 

The winner of First Prize 
gets a gift cheque of lb 
2000/-, second prize a 
gift cheque of Rs 1500/- 
and Third prize a gift 
cheque of Rs 1000/-. 

There are also 15 
consolatidh prizes of 
Rs 100 each. While first 
ton consolation prizes are 
announced in this issue, 
the names of balance five 
consolation prize winners 
will be announced in the 
November 1999 issue. 



3S0 ■ OCTOBER 1999 ■ THE COMPETITION tMSTEfl 



How W*ll 

hove Too Rood CM? 


The fallowing questions are based on the 
September 99 issue of The Competition 
Master. They mil help you revise current 
affairs. If you do not know certain answers, 
do make an effort to locate them in our last 
issue. 

1. Name the film that has won the 
Swarm Kamal for the best feature film in 
the National Film Awards, 1999: 

a) Godmother b) Zakhm 

c) Samar d) Hu tu tu 

2. What was the earlier name of 
Taiwan? 

a) Taiwan b) Taijing 

c) Taipei d) Formosa 

3. Which of the following is the new 
Prime Minister of Russia? 

a) Vladmir Putin 

b) Sergei Stepashin 

c ) Anatoly Chubias 

d) Boris Yeltsin 

4. Name the company which was the 
top advertiser on television for the year 
1998: 

a) Colgate Palmolive b) Nestle 

c) Pepsi 

d) Hindustan Lever 

5. What is the capital of Taiwan? 

a) Taiwan b) Beijing 

c) Taipei d) Taijing 

6. Which is the least populated State 
in India? 

a) Sikkim 

b) Meghalaya 

c) Goa 

d) Arunachai Pradesh 

7. Eileen Collins was in the news 
recently because: 

a) she became the first woman PM 
of New Zealand 

b) she became die first woman to 
command a US space mission 

c) she is a senior US official who 
visited India recently 

<0 she has supported India on Kargil 
at the UN. 


8. Dr S. Chandrashekhar, after whom 
the Chandra X-ray Observatory has been 
named, won the Nobel Prize in which of 
the following years? 

a) 1981 b) 1983 

c) 1987 d) 1991 

9. The Chandra X-ray Observatory 
was launched from which of the following 
space shuttles? 

a) Discovery b) Challenger 

c) NASA d) Colombia 

10. Which of ffie following is NOT a 
winner of the Padma Shn, 1999? 

a) Javed Akhtar b) Sachin Tendulkar 
c) Girish Kamad d) Ruskin Bond 

11. Name the place where a massive 
train accident occurred, killing more than 
400 people? 

a) Gaisal b) Guwahati 

c) Jalpaiguri d) Gwalior 

12. What is Cartosat-P 

a) an earth imaging satellite 

b) a communications satellite 

c) satellite to connect stock exchanges 
in die country 

d) satellite for making maps 

13. The spacecraft which will carry 
names of people to Mars is called: 

a) Pathfinder 2001 

b) Surveyor 2001 Lander 

c) Mars Lander 2001 

d) Proteus 2001 

14. Which country is associated with 
the making of Sawalkote Hydro Project in 
J&K? 

a) Canada b) Norway 

c) USA d) UK 

15. The Army Institute of Law is 
located afc 

a) Pune fr) Patna 

c) Patiala d) Bhagaipur 

16. What is India's literacy rate? 
a) 52% b) 57% c)59% <0 62% 

17. Which of the following companies 
is not among the 800 international 
companies rated by Forbes magazine? 

a) SB! b) IOL 


c) ONGC d) SAIL 

18. According to Goldman Sachs 
Investment Research, how many net users 
will there be in Asia in 2003? 

a) 54 million b) 75 million 

c) 56 billion d) 64 million 

19. Which of the following countries 
witnessed student demonstrations lor 
democracy in July 1999? 

a) Indonesia b) Iraq 

c) Iran d) Malaysia 

20. On which of the following dates 
did man first set foot on the moon? 

a) July 20,1969 b) June 23, 1969 
c) May 17,1968 d) April 20,1969 

21. The Anti-defection Bill was 
brought into being by which amendment 
to the Constitution? 

a ) 51st b) 52nd c) 58th d) 60th 

22. The Sarkaria Commission was set 
up for reviewing the relations between: 

a) The PM and the President 

b) Legislature and Executive 

c) Executive and Judiciary 

d) Centre and States 

23. Name the committee appointed by 
the government to review the events that 
led to Pakistani incursion in Kargil: 

a ) Wadhwa b) Subramaniam 
c) Verma d) Venkatchaliah 

24. Name the quasi-religious sect 
which has been banned by the Chinese 
government saying that it threatened 
social chaos? 

a) Gin Seng b) Teng Hui 
c) Falun Gong d) Chee Yong 
(Answers will appear in our November 
Issue.) 

(Answers to September 1999 Quiz) 


1. c 

2. b 

3. a 

4. d 

5. b 

6. a 

7. d 

8. c 

9. d 

10. c 

11. b 

12. a 

13. b 

14. d 

15. c 

16. b 

17. d 

18. a 

19. d 

20. c 

21. b 

25. c 

22. a 

23. d 

24. c 
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English Language 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (1 to 10) 

Read the following sentences carefullif 
and find out the error in any one part~(a), 

(b), (c) and (d) of each sentence In case you do 
not come across any error, your answer will be 
(e) 

1. The number(a) of ugly and 
untoward incidents(F) in the town(c) have 
risen in recent past (d) No error (e) 

2. The old man(«) did ran the race(F) 
as he promised, though(c) he was placed 
last(d) No error.(t') 

3. In spite of everything(a) he has 
done to me(fr) over the years(c) I cannot 
help liking him.(tf) No error.(e) 

4 She declared she would remain(n) 
a spinster than marrying(F) the greedy 
young man(c) who demanded a fat 
dowry.(rf) No error (e) 

5.1 le is so repulsive(d) that everyone 
avoids him like piague(b) and there is no 
one here(c) but likes him (d) No error.fc) 

6.1 suggested him a way out(a) but 
he was too proud(fi) to use someone 
else's(c) suggestion or idea.(d) No error.(r) 

7. The ratio of judges to the ovcrall(a) 
population ot India is the lowest(b) which 
is also one of the reasons(c) that a large 
number of rases was pending (d) No 
error.(r) 

8. The news that the enemy 
soldiersfa) have blocked all the exits(fr) 
have spread shock waves(c) throughout 
the community.ft/) No error (e) 

9. Gandhiji was willing(u) to sacrifice 
his life(h) for Hindu-Muslim umty(c) but 
not give up his principles.(d) No error (e) 

10. These innovative steps have been 
taken(a) by a bold, pragmatic Finance 
Minister(fc) with a view to improve(r) the 
financial climate in the country.(d) No 
error.(c) 

Sentence Improvement (11 to 15) 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below the sentence are given three 


possible choices to improve the underlined part. 
If one of them, namely (a), (b) and (c) is belter 
than the underlined part, that will be your 
answer If none of the choices improves the 
sentence, your answer will be (d). 

11. The material thus compiled and 
documented will have become only a 
vestige of a living tradition. 

(a) would have become 

(b) should have become 

(c) could have become 

(d) No improvement required 

12. When an individual genius will 
inte grate the characters, situations and 
images of oral literatures, they will live on 
tor ever. 

(«) integrates 

(b) integrated 

(c) can integrate 

(d) No improvement required 

13. It is now almost five years since 
the social court be gan dispensing justice. 

(a) began to dispense with justice 

(b) began dispensing for justice 

(c) began dispensing off justice 

(d) No improvement required 

14 The son be gged of him to sit back 
and devote himself to prayers and worship 
of the Lord 

(a) begged to him 

(b) begged him 

(c) begged before him 

(d) No improvement required 

15. I cannot forbid you seeing that 
man again. 

(a) forbid you to seeing 

(b) forbid to your seeing 

(c) forbid your seeing 

(d) No improvement required 

Synonyms (16 to 20) 

In the following sentences a word in each 
sentence is underlined. For the underlined 
word, four choices are given Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined word 
and that will be your answer. 

16. People think she is a freak just 


because she is religious. 

(a) abnormal 

( b ) mad 

(c) lunatic 

(d) kind 

17. Frantic e fforts were made to savi 
the drowning child. 

(a) sincere 

(b) careful 

(c) desperate 

(d) hopeless 

18 The dog jumped at the intrude 
. with fren/ied barks 

(a) violent 

(b) wildly agitated 

(c) highly visible 

(ti) fast and furious 

19 She is fanatical about keeping fit 

(a) over-enthusiastic 

(b) over-smart 

(c) over-confident 

(d) over-worried 

20. These photographs have come 
out all fuzzy. 

(a) impressive 

(b) tine 

(c) wonderful 

(d) indistinct 

Antonyms (21 to 25) 

In the following sentences for each 
underlined word, four choices are given, 
opposite in meaning to the underlined word 
Select the most appropriate word opposite m 
meaning and that will be your answer. 

21. The covert activities of a sky are 
seldom noticed. 

(a) sincere 

(b) friendly • 

(c) smooth 

(d) transparent 

22. She finally confessed to having 
stolen the money. 

(a) withdrew 

(b) denied 

(c) refused 

(d) cheated 
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23. House prices have escalated 
steadily. 

(a) regulated 

(b) stabilised 

(c) fallen 

(d) controlled 

24. He has been leading a vagrant 
life for quite some years now. 

(a) adventurous 

(b) ambitious 

(c) satisfactory 

(d) settled 

25. Such tendentious statements are 
likely to provoke strong opposition 

(«) impartial 

(b) ideal 

(c) impractical 

(d) silly 

COMPREHENSION (26 to 35) 

Read the following passage and answer 
the questions given below the passage For each 
question, four possible answers are given You 
are required to choose the best answer and that 
will be your correct choice 

Passage I 

The points raised by India on 
scientific ethics in traditional and local 
knowledge systems have been included 
m the draft declaration on science and the 
use of scientific knowledge, likely to be 
adopted by the first World Conference on 
Science being held in Budapest. The draft 
declaration calls for practising and 
applying the "sciences in line with 
appropriate ethical requirements on the 
basis of an enhanced public debate." The 
pursuit of science and use of scientific 
knowledge should respect and maintain 
life in all its diversity, as well as the life 
support systems of the world. 

26. Which one of the following 
statements is wrong? 

(a) the points raised by an Indian 
on scientific knowledge were 
accepted by Science Conference. 

(b) The points raised by an Indian 
on scientific ethics in traditional 
and local knowledge systems 
were accepted. 

(c) The points by India on scientific 
ethics were included in 
declaration on science. 

(d) The World Conference on 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE ! S I It 'VS 


Science was held in Budapest. 

27. What does draft declaration call 
for? 

(a) it calls for an enhanced public 
debate. 

(b) it calls for practice and 
application of science with 
proper ethical requirements. 

(c) it calls tor practising and 
applying the sciences for human 
welfare 

( d) none of these 

28 What should the pursuit of 
suence aim at 7 

(a) it should maintain equal respect 
for scientific knowledge and 
human welfare 

( b) it should encourage scientific 
temper. 

(c) it should aim at maintenance of 
selective life systems in the 
world 

(d) it should respect and maintain 
life in all its diversity. 

29 What is the most suitable title for 
the passage 7 

(a) science and ethics 

(b) use of science 

(c) pursuit of science 

(if) science and life support systems 

30. What is the need of the hour 7 

(a) ethical needs based on more and 
more public discussion 

(b) some consideration or place of 
ethics in scientific research and 
use 

(c) pursuit and use of scientific 
knowledge in sustaining 
diversity of life 

(d) pursuit and exploitation of 
scientific knowledge for more 
comforts 

Passage II 

In social life there is an almost 
worldwide trend towards weakening of 
community and family ties. The 
community life weakens under the 
onslaught of individualistic self-centred 
leanings so that the focus of human 
relationships becomes narrower, confined 
largely to the nuclear family. But even 
within this small unit there is an 
increasing crisis—in the relationship of 
husband and wife, in the relationship of 


parents and children and so on. In tire 
school also there is a disorientation of 
student-teacher relationship. Teenagers 
and youths are increasingly seen to be 
beyond control and a world unto 
themselves. Children are almost 
universally exposed to excessive sex and 
violence at an early age. 

31. What is the greatest threat to 
social life 7 

(a) decaying of social values 

( b) undue emphasis on selfish 
trends. 

(c) phenomenal rise of 
individualistic tendencies. 

(d) weakening of social and family 
bonds. 

32. What does the term ‘nuclear 
family' stand for? 

(a) a family comprising father, 
mother and children. 

( b ) a family where both husband 
and wife are working. 

(c) a family that is wedded to past 
traditions. 

(d) a family accustomed to urban 
life, its stresses and strains. 

33 What docs the nuclear family 
suffer from 7 

(«) ambitions and expectations 

(b) increasing crisis in family ties 

(c) neglect of elderly persons 

(d) defiant altitude of children 

34 Which one of the following 
statements is correct 7 

(a) nuclear family, though small in 
size, is large-hearted. 

(b) the community life weakens 
under the stress of fast 
urbanisation 

(c) teenagers and youths are 
learning to adjust themselves 
with the new realities 

(d) in schools there is an 
atmosphere of disorientation of 
teacher-student relationship. 

35 What is true about children? 

(a) their neglect by working 
parents. 

(b) their excessive exposure to sex 
and violence. 

(c) their exposure to new channels 
of knowledge. 

(d) their early exposure to family 
crisis. 
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ORDERING OF PARTS IN A 
SENTENCE (36 to 40) 

In the following sentences some parts have 
been jumbled up You are required to rearrange 
these parts which arc labelled P, Q, R and S to 
produce the correct/natural sentence. 

36. In our country 

(P) and no sooner is a crisis over 

(Q) some new problem (R) than we move 
on to some new excitement (S) it seems to 
be particularly so. 

(a) SRPQ 

(b) S Q P R 

(c) S P R Q 

(d) SPQ R 

37. Today we have calmed down 
(P) the volcano of Kargil (Q) as the 

lava is boiling (R) can erupt somewhere 
else (S) but tomorrow the volcano. 

(a) P R Q S 

(b) PSQR 

(c) P S R Q 

(d) S P R Q 

38. India goes 

(P) the example to follow (Q) beyond 
caste, religion and region (R) sacrifice for 
the greater good is (5) and that making a 
personal. 

(a) Q S R P 

(b) Q S P R 

(c) Q P R S 

(d) P Q S R 

39. We are ready to repatriate 

(P) here in case foreign investors 

(Q) flee the country and India is left 

(R) every penny we earn (S) with no forex 
reserves. 

(a) Q P S R 

(b) R Q P S 

(c) RPSQ 

(d) RPQS 

40. It is a question 

(P) he has heard several times 
(Q) have heard several times (R) and it is 
a story the children (S) but it does not 
either of them, 
to P R S Q 

(b) P R Q S 

(c) P S Q R 

(d) S Q P R 

SELECTING WORDS (41 to 50) 

In the following passage at certain points 
for each blank space, a choice of three words is 
given. Choose the best word out of the three 


and that will be your answer: 

This scholarly 

41. (a) expression 

(b) debate 

(c) discussion 

on the two basic values—Satyam and 
Dharma—truth and righteousness— 
is 

42 (a) explained 

(b) illustrated 

(c) shown 

by various incidents in the Ramayana 

43. (a) connecting 

( b) joining 

(c) binding 

them to the contemporary society and 

44. (a) polity 

(b) scenario. 

(c) atmosphere 
The>e illustrative 

45. (a) chapters 
(b) books 
(i) essays 

start with Rama as a 

46. (a) prince 

(b) ruler 

(c) warrior 

and conclude with Rama as a Great Sage— 
Maharishi. While discussing Rama Rajya 
the 

47. (a) speaker 

(b) writer 

(c) author 

makes reference to Mahatama Gandhi, 
Swami Vivekananda, Plato and 

48. (a) ends 


(b) finishes 

(c) concludes 

that "Sri Rama had dedicated himself to 
ruling the country as an 

49. (a) absentee 
(i b ) ideal 

(e) august • 

ruler, and every citizen should take him 
as an ideal person to 

50. (a) prepare 
(b) equip 
(r) enable 

himself to serve the country, when 
occasion arises." 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (d) 'has risen in recent past’. 

2. (b) 'did run the race'. 

3. (c) No error. 

4. (b) 'a spinster than marry'. 

5. (d) 'who likes him'. 

6. (a) 'I suggested to him a way out'. 

7. ( d) '. ..cases were pending'. 

8 (c) 'has spread shock waves'. 

9. (e) No error. 

10 (c) 'with a view to improving'. 


11. to 

12. (a) 

13. (d) 

14. 

(b) 

15. (c) 

16 . (a) 

17. (c) 

18. 

(b) 

19. (a) 

20. (d) 

21. (d) 

22. 

to 

23. (c) 

24. (d) 

25. (a) 

26. 

to 

27. (6) 

28. (d) 

29. (a) 

30. 

(c) 

31. (d) 

32. (a) 

33. (b) 

34. 

to 

35. (ft) 

36. (c) 

37. (c) 

38. 

to 

39. (d) 

40. (6) 

41. (c) 

42. 

to 

43. (a) 

44. (a) 

45. (a) 

46. 

to 

47. (c) 

48. (c) 

49. (b) 

50. 

to 
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General Awareness 


The questions given below wen set in the stajt Selection Com¬ 
mission Combined (Preliminary) Examination held on the 4th juh/, , 
1999. 

We are grateful to Sliri H.P. Sami 0 } Meerut Canttfor sending the 
question paper. 

1. Which is the long-range missile that was tested by Paki¬ 
stan in the wake of India testing Agni II? 

(a) Ghaurill ( b) ShaheenI 

(c) Half I (d) HatfU 

2. The Indian Naval Ship being converted into a maritime 
museum is: 

(a) SagarSamrat (b) Kanishka 

(c) SamratAshoka (d) Vikrant 

3. Prof Amartya Sen is these days in the news because' 

(a) he is internationally known as a leading social econo¬ 
mist 

( b) he lias been awarded 'Bharat Ratna' 

(c) he is a recipient of the Nobel Prize 

(d) All of the above 

4. The first country to legalize medically assisted suicide is. 

(a) Australia (b) United States 

(c) Netherlands (d) Switzerland 

5. The Baisakhi Festival of the year 1999 is of great histori¬ 
cal significance to Punjab because: 

(a) it commemorates the tercentenary of the foundation of 
Khalsd Panth 

(b) it being the last such festival of the twentieth century 

(c) of participation by a large number of Punjabis who are 
non-resident Indians 

(d) None of tfie above 

6. Exobiology deals with the study of: 

(a) external characters of living organisms 

(b) life on the surface of the earth 

(c) life in die outer layers of/itmosphere 

(d) life in other planets and space 

7. The Social System of the Harappans was: 

(a) Fairly egalitarian (b) Slave-Labour based 

(c) Colour (Varna) based (d) Caste based 

8. Which of the following Vedas provides information about 
the civilisation of the Early Medic Age? 

(a) Rig-veda (b) Yajur-veda 

(c) Atharva-veda (d) Sama-veda 

9. The university which became famous in the post-Gupta 
Era war 

(a) Kanchi (t) Taxila 

(4 Nalanda '. , (d) Vallabhi 


10 Banabhatta was the court poet of which emperor? 

(a) Vikramaditya ( b) Kumaragupta 

(c) Harshavardhana (d) Kanishka 

11. The first Indian ruler, who established the supremacy of 
Indian Navy in the Arabian Sea, was: 

(a) Rajarajal (b) Rajendral 

(c) Rajadhiraja I (d) Kulottungal 

12. The Mughal painting reached its zenith during the- 
reign of: 

(a) Akbar (b) Jahangir 

(c) Shahjahan (d) Aurangzeb 

13 Permanent Revenue Settlement of Bengal was intro¬ 
duced by: 

(a) Clive . (b) Hastings 

(c) Wellesley (d) Cornwallis 

14. The father of extremist movement in India is: 

(a) Motilal Nehru (b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
(c) Vallabhbhai Parel (d) Bal Gangadhar Hlak 

15. The World Bank normally gives: 

(a) short-term loans (b) medium-term loans 

(c) long-term loans 

(d) medium- and long-term loans 

16. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) came into exist¬ 
ence with: 

(a) Berlin Conference (b) London Conference 

(c) Bretton Woods Conference (if) Rome Conference 

17. 'Multiplier' process in economic theory is convention¬ 
ally taken to mean: 

(a) the manner in which prices increase 
(f>) the manner in which banks create credit 

(c) income of an economy grows on account of an initial 
investment 

(d) the manner in which government expenditure increases 

18. Structural adjustment loans given by the Warld Bank are 
meant for: 

(a) increasing employment in agriculture 

(b) increasing export-earning capacity of the borrower 
country 

(c) reducing inequalities of income distribution 

(d) encouraging capital-intensive industries 

19. A financial instrument is called a'primary security'if it 
represents the liability of: 

(a) some ultimate borrower 

(b) the Government of India 

(c) a primary cooperative bank 

(d) a commercial bank 

20. Service cooperatives are: 
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(a) Single purpose societies (b) credit societies 
(c) marketing societies 

(if) multi-purpose societies 

21. Output at break-even point is that output at which the 
producer is able to: 

(u) recover only operating costs 

(b) recover total costs 

(c) wipe out earlier losses 
(if) earn a normal profit 

22. India's share in world trade since 1950: 

(«) has been rising (b) has been constant 

(c) has been declining 

(if) has shown a mixed trend 

23. Animals do not have enzyme systems which enable them 
to make use of the energy from- 

(a) fat ( b) water (c) protein (if) carbohydrate 
24 A clone is a colony of- 

(a) cells having different shapes 

(b) cells having similar shape 

(c) cells having similar genetic constitution 
(if) cells having different genetic constitutions 

25. The pollen grains of flowers pollinated by msects are: 

(a) smooth and dry (b) rough and sticky 

(c) rough and dry (if) large and showy 

26. Which one of the following substances is used for pres¬ 
ervation ot food grains 7 

(a) Sodium benzoate (f») Vinegar 

(c) Sodium chloride (if) Potassium permanganate 

27. The disease caused by Asbestos is: 

(a) Emphysema (!>) Paralysis 

(0 Diarrhoea (if) dysentery 

28. In the eye, colour vision is effected by the presence of- 

(a) Choroid coat (b) Sclerotic coat 

(r) Hods (if) Cones 

29. The famous Lagoon lake ot India is 

(a) Dal Lake (b) Cluika Like 

(c) PuhcatLake (d) Manasarovar 

30. The splitting of different colours of light in a prism is 
(a) Reflection of light (b) Dispersion of light 

(c) Diffraction of light (d) Refraction of light 

31. Where are most of the earth's active volcanoes concen¬ 
trated? 

(a) Europe (b) Pacific Ocean 

(c) Africa (d) South America 

32. The deflection of the winds to the right in the northern 
hemisphere is caused by. 

(a) revolution of the earth (b) rotation ot the earth 
(c) uneven heating of the earth (if) All the above 
33 Which of the following is NOT one of the important steps 
in processing tea leaves? 

(it) Rolling (b) Drying 

(c) Fermenting (if) Withering 

34. The Grand Canyon is located on the: 

(a) Colorado River (ft) Rhine River 

(0 Tapi River (if) Niger River 


35. The Savannah finds its ideal conditions of growth in: 

(a) mild and humid climate 

(b) dry summer and wet winter climate 

(c) hot humid climate with long dry season 
(if) hot summer and cool winter climate 

36. What should be the proportion of forest cover for India 

to maintain her ecological balance? , 

(a) 11.1 per cent (b) 22.2 per cent 

(c) 33.3 per cent (d) 44.4 per cent 

37 Match List I with List II and find out the correct answer 
from the codes given below the lists: 


L/s-f / 

(Thermal Pouvr Plants) 
A. Kahalgaon 
B Farakka 
C. Ramagundam 
D Gandhar 
Codes: 


List II 
(Locations) 

1. West Bengal 

2. Bihar 

3. Gujarat 

4 Andhra Pradesh 


38 Which one of the following States/Union Territories of 
India recorded the lowest density of population in 1991 Census? 
(a) Sikkim ((>) Nagaland 

(c) Mizoram (if) Arunachal Pradesh 

39. Three of the following pairs are wrong. Find out the 
correct one- 

(a) Written Constitution—England 

( b ) Unitary State—USA 

(c) UN General Assembly—Veto power 
(if) SAARC—No bilateral issues 

40. In Indian Republic the real executive authority rests with 
the. 

(«) Prime Minister (b) President 

(c) Bureaucrats (d) Council of Ministers 

41. The Secretary-General of the UN is appointed by the: 

(u) General Assembly (b) Security Council 

(c) Trusteeship Council (if) World Bank 

42. Through which principle or device did Gandhiji strive to 
bridge economic inequalities? 

(a) Abolition of machinery 

(b) Establishment of village industries 

(c) Trusteeship theory 
(if) None of the above 

43. Governance through trade union organizations is 
known as: 

(a) Guild Socialism (ft) Fabian Socialism 

(c) Syndicalism (if) Liberalism 

44. Postal voting is otherwise called: ‘ 

(it) plural voting (fr) proxy voting 

■ a - (c) weighted vo%g,. (if) peaet voting 

45. Stability of tW^nvernment is asstifcd'irt: 

(a) Parliamentary Form of Government 
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(b) Presidential Form of Government 
(r) Plural Fxecutive System 

(d) Direct Democracy 

46. According to the Indian Constitution, the vacancy in the 
office of the President of India shall be filled within 

(a) 1 month ( b) 6 months (c) 3 months (d) 1 year 

47. Who is the Tennis star to become World No. 1 seed at the 
youngest age? 

(fl) Steffi Graf (b) Monica Seles 

(c) Chris Evert (d) Martina Hingis 

48. What is 'Vishva Mohini'? 

{a) Name for India's Beauty Queen 

(b) The title given to Lata Mangeshkar for her contribu¬ 
tion to music 

(c) An Indian ship 

(d) a famous book on Indian dances 

49. The main function of the World Trade Oiganisation (WTO) is' 
(a) enforcing of Uruguay Round Agreements 

(l>) facilitating multi-lateral trade relations of member coun¬ 
tries and reviewing trade policies 

(c) administering trade dispute settlement procedures 

(d) None of the above 

50. Name the author of the book A Passage to Lnglaiut 


(a) E.M. Forster (b) Nirad C. Chowdhury 

(c) Vikram Seth (d) Eric Segal 


ANSWERS 


1. (a) 2. (d) 3. (c) 4. (c) 5. (a) 6 (d) 

7. (a) 8. (a) 9. (c) 10. (c) 11. (a) 12. (b) 

13. (d) 14. (d) 15. (d) 

16. (c) The I.M.F. was established under the Bretton Woods of 
1944 

17 (r) 18. (d) 19. (a) 20. (d) 

21. (d) (to make neither large profit nor a loss) 

22. (a) 23. (c) 24. (c) 25. ( b ) 26. (c) 27. (a) 

28. (a) 

29. (c) It is salt water lagoon on the Coromandel Coast of Andhra 

Pradesh 

30. (b) 31. (b) 32. (b) 33. (c) 34. [a) 35. (f) 

36. (b) 37 (c) 

38. (d) Density of population is 10 in Arunachal Pradesh. 

39. (d) 40. (d) 

41 (a) on recommendation of the UN Security Council. 

42. (c) 43. (a) 44. ( b) 45. (c) 46. ( b) 47. (d) 

48 ( b ) 49. (!>) 50 (b) 
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Quantitative Aptitude 

West Bengal Cooperative Services Exam held on March 21 and April 18,1999 


1 A man nit'll an annual -alary ol Rs 7700 in I Ins 
ib 10% more than what hib salary was in 1997 His salary in l M 97 
was: 

(a) Rs 6800 (/>) Rs 6900 

(c) Rs 7000 (d) Rs 7100 

2. A florist bought 360 roses at Rs 8 per dozen. On selling 
all the roses at Re l each he made a proiit ot. 

(«) Rs 140 (!>) I4s 150 

(c) Rs 120 (d) Rs 156 

3. A supply of corn for 20 horses lasts for 15 days For 30 , 
horses it will last tor. 

(a) 6 days (b) 8 days 

(c) 10 days (d) 12 days 

4. -7 th of a rod is yellow', \ th is red, ' th is green and i 

4 8 12 ° ! 

I 

1 l 

~2 th is blue and the remaining 138 cm is black. The length ot 1 
10 

the rod is (in ems): , 

(a) 96 (b) 192 (c) 288 (d) 384 

5. A sum of money amounts to Rs 1180 and Rs 1300 in 3 , 
years and 5 years at a simple rate of interest per annum. The sum ( 
is: 

(<?) Rs 900 (b) Rs 950 i 

(c) Rs 1000 (d) Rs 1050 | 

6 . The average age of 6 boys is 14 years and the average 
of 5 of them is 13.8 years. What is the age of the other boy? 

(a) 10 years (b) 12 years 

(c) 15 years (d) 16 years 

7. A mixture measuring 40 litres contains spirit and water 
in the ratio of 3 to 1. What amount of water is to be added to it 
to bring the ratio to 5 to 2? 

(a) 2 litres (/>) 3 litres 

(c) 4 litres (d) 2.5 litres 

8 . The least number of four digits exactly divisible by 16, 
24 and 36 is: 

(a) 1004 (b) 1008 

(c) 1012 (d) 1016 

2 1 

9. The difference between - rd and - th of a number is 
28. The number is: 

(a) 90 (b) 75 (c) 60 (d) 45 

10. The price of one table and one chair is Rs 7000 and the 
price of 2 tables and 3 chairs is 18000. What is the price of one 
chair? ' 

(a) Rs 2000 ( b ) Rs 2500 


U> Ks tlKIO t'i 4IH)(i 

11 It the cost price ot o articles be the same as the selling 
price ot 5 articles, the profit will be: 

(a) 15% (b) 22~ % 

(c) 20 % (d) 18 3 % 

4 

12. The sum ot the present ages ot father and son is 68 
years. Eight years ago the ratio of their ages was 12:1. What will 
be the ratio after 4 years 1 

(a) 13 2' (l>) 14 3 

(t) 15.4 (d) 16.5 

13. A rectangular garden whose length is 3 times of its 
breadth has an area of 1200 sq metres. Its breadth is: 

(n) 25 metres (b) 24 metres 

(i) 20 metres (d) 16 metres 

14 Of three numbers prime to one another, the product ot 
the first two is 187 and that of the last two is 451. The numbers 
arc: 

(a) 15,11, 7 (b) 14, 3,19 

(c) 19, 13,15 (d) 17,11, 41 

15. The simplified value of ^' 3 j ( --' 0J is: 

(<0 -5 (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 2.5 

16. 1 kg of tea and 1 kg of sugar together cost Rs 95. If the 
price of tea falls by 10 % and that of sugar rises by 20 % the 
amended price together comes to Rs 90. The previous price of tea 
per kg is: 

(a) Rs 60 (b) Rs 72 (c) Rs 80 (d) Rs 84 

17. The simplified value of: 

(2.3) 2 -.09 _. 

(2.3 ) 2 -0~6x 2.3+.09 1K 

(a) 0.1 ( 6 ) 1 (c) 1.3 (d) 1.6 

18. The product of two numbers is 5436. Half of one of 
these two numbers is 302. What is the other number? 

(a) 9 (i») 7 (c) 8 (d) 10 

3 i 

19. The difference between 7 of 100 and 7 % of 100 is: 

4 4 

(a) 75 ( b) 25 (c) 74.25 (d> 85 

20. The sides of two squares are 36 cm* and 48 cms. A third 
square has its area equal to the sum of areasof the given squares. 
What is the length of each side of the said third square? 

(a) 50 cm (b) 54 cm (c)f 60 cm (d) 65 cm 

21. The simplified value of 
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1 + 1 + [1 + 1 + |1+1+(1 +1 + 2)1] cq^s: 

«? (»7 < c >7 «7 

22. Thedifference of tlio greatest and the least of the n umbers 


of five digits that can be formed by 0, 2, 3, 4, 5 is. 

(a) 25694 (ft) 33975 (c) 30870 (ri) 36246 
23. The sixth clement of the sequence of numbers 
1111 


2'5'9'14'. IS: 


(«) iq (b) 22 (c) 2? (d) 26 

24. If the product of two positive integeis is 3888 and their 
L.C.M. is 216, their IIC F. is 

(n) 12 (ft) 14 (c) 16 (.1) 18 

25. The sum of all the perfect squares lying between 1 and 

100 (both inclusive) is 

(n) 285 (b) 385 (c) 381 (</) 380 

26. The positive integer neatest to 1000 and divisible by 
2, 3,4,5 ,6 is: 

(n) 1010 (b) 1020 (c) 1030 (d) 1040 

27. The present average age ol father and son is 32 years. 8 
years ago, the ratio ol their ages was 3 . I. '1 he present age of the 
son is: 

(n) 20 years (b) 22 years 

(c) 24 years (if) 18 years 

28. A tailor hires a workshop for a year at an annual rent of 1 


Rs 1800 00. Alter5 ~ months he admits another to an equal share 

of it. The rent paid by the second tailor is* 

(a) Rs 457.50 (It) Rs 487.50 

(c) Rs 630 00 (if) Rs 550.00 . 

29. Two partners A and B investing Rs 1,200 and Rs 800 
respectively in a business made a profit of Rs 300 at the end of 
the term of business. The share of B in the profit is* 

(a) Rs 100 (b) Rs 105 

(c) Rs 110 (if) Rs 110 

30. In a school having 286 roll strength, the ratio of boys 
and girls is 8 :5. If 22 more girls get admitted into tire school, the 
ratio of boys and girls becomes: 

(«) 4 : 3 (b) 12.7 

(c) 10 : 7 (</) 8:7 

31. Out of the total population'6540 of a village, 35% are 
literate. The number of illiterates is* 

(n) 4015 (b) 3926 (c) 4251 (if) 4125 

32. The perimeter of a rectangular ground is 120 metres. 
The difference between the length and breadth is 12 metres. The 
area of the ground is: 

(u) 848 sq metres ( b ) 864 sq metres 

(c) 932 sq metres (d) 928 sq metres 

33. The cost of fencing a square park of area 82944 sq metres 
is Rs 864.00. The cost of fencing per metre 1 st 

(n) Rs 2JOO (ft) Rs 0.75 

(c) Rs 3.00 “(d) Rs 3.50 . 


34. The interest due to an amount x in 6 years at the rate of 
3% equals the interest due to the amount y in 4 years at the rate 
of 5%. The amounts x and y are in the ratio: 

(a) 5:4 (b) 4 : 5 (c) 10 9 <rf) 9 :10 

35 A salesman sells an article at 20% loss. If he charges 
Rs 100 more, his profit is 5% The cost price ot the article is: 

(n) Rs 200 (ft) Rs 400 

(c) Rs 300 (if) Rs 500 

36 Two carpenters can complete 2 table's in 2 days. In 5 
days, 6 carpenters can complete x tables where* 

(a) x = 10 (ft) x = J2 (c) x = 15 ( if) x = IS 

37 The first January of 1998 was Sunday. 13th April, 1998 
will be: 

(a) Monday (ft) Tuesday 

(r) Wednesday (if) Thursday 

38 In a mixture of 72 litres of milk and water mixed in 
proportion of 11: I, the quantity of water in litres that must be 
added so that milk and water may be in the ratio 6 :1 is: 

(®> 3 (ft) 4 (c) 5 (if) 6 

39. A tax payer is exempted of income tax for the first 
Rs 40,000 annual income and for the rest of the income he has lo 
pay tax at the rale of 20%. If he pay Rs 3,160 annually as income 
tax, his monthly income is 

(n) Rs 4,400 (ft) Rs 4,550 

(c) Rs 4,500 (d) Rs 4,650 

40 Rice of the same quality is sold from four shops A, B, C, 
1 "* as lollows: 

A sells 5 kgs at Rs 80 00 
11 sells 500 gms at Rs 7.50 
C sells a kg at Rs 14.00 
D sells a quintal at Ks 1,550 00 
A consumer profits if he buys from shop 
(a) A (ft) 11 (c) C (if) D 

41. A cistern is fitted with an inlet pipe which fills up the 
empty cistern in 15 mins and an outlet pipe which empties the 
lull cistern in an hour. If both the taps arc open, the empty cistern 
fills up in 

(a) 18 mins (ft) 25 mins 

(c) 22 mins (if) 20 mins 

42. In an alloy weighing 120 kgs ol tin, copper and zinc, the 
percentages of tin and copper are 35 and 40 respectively. The 
quantity ol zinc in the alloy is: 

(a) 20 kgs (ft) 25 kgs (c) 30 kgs (if) 35 kgs 

43. In dividing Rs 200 among 4 men, 6 women and 8 boys, 
each man gets double that of a woman and each woman gets 
triple that of a boy. The share of a boy in rupees is: 

(«) 2 (ft) 4 (c) 3 (d) 5 

44. A swimmer swims 10 km in half an hour down the 
stream and 12 km per hour up the stream. The velocity of the 
stream is: 

(<i) 3 km/h (ft) 6 km/h 

(c) 5 km/h (rf) 4 km/h 

45. An urn contains 15 litres of milk. 5 litres of it is removed 
and replaced by 5 litres of water. Again, from the urn 5 litres of 
the present mixture is withdrawn and replaced by 5 litres of 




water. Finally the quantity of milk remaining in the urn is: 


(a) 6 litres 


(r) 7 litres 


(b) 6 - litres 


(d) 7- litres 


46. Out of 87 students in a class, 35 students pass in English, 
while 47 pass in Mathematics. 15 students fail in both the subjects. 
A student is promoted to the next higher class if he passes in 
both the subjects. The number of students promoted on the basis 
of the examination held is: 

(a) 10 (b) 12 (c) 14 (d) 16 

47. When the price of edible oil reduces by 20%, a consumer 
increases the quantity of oil used by 20%. The expenditure- 

(a) increases by 4 % (b) increases by 5% 

(c) decreases by 4% (d) decreases by 5% 

48. A train starting from Howrah moves with uniform 
velocity v, towards Bandel. Another train starting from Bandel 
at the same instant moves with uniform velocity v } towards 
Howrah After meeting at a place in their course, they reach their 
destinations in 5 mins and 20 mins respectively. Then v,/v 2 is: 


49 The price of fuel has increased by 25%. A man intends 
to keep the monthly expenditure of fuel unaltered He should 
reduce the consumption of quantity of fuel by: 

(n) 20% (b) 15% (c) 18% (d) 25% 

50. The minute-hand of a clock is found to cross the hour- 
hand x minutes past three. Then: 


(a) x = 10 


(r) x = 16 n - 


(b) x = 21 . 


[d) x * 18 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1 (c) Let his salary- in 1997 be Rs x 

A.TS. (100 + 10)% of x = 7700 =» x - 7000 

2. (c) P = S.P. - C P. = 360 x 1 - 360 x ■— = Rs 120 

3. (c) Inverse variation 20 : 30 = x : 15 =$ x = 10 

4. (c) x-(~+^ + ^ + ^") = 138 => x = 288cm 

5. (c) SI. for 2 yrs = 1300 - 1180 = Rs 120 

3 

S.I. for 3 yrs = 120 x - * Rs 180 

P = A - S.I. = 1180-180 = Rs 1000 

6 . (c) Age of the other boy * 6 x 14 - 5 x 13.8 = 15 yrs 

7. (a) Spirit = x 40 = 30 / water * 40 - 30 * 10 / 

ATS r~— = | => x = 2 » 

10 + x 2 


LC.M. of 16, 24, 36 = 144 

Least no. of four digits = 1000 

When 1000 is divided by 144, remainder = 136 

••• Reqd no. = 1000 + (144 -136) = 1008 


9. (c) 
10 . (d) 


11 . (c) 


12 . (c) 


13. (c) 

14. (d) 


15 ( 0 ) 


16. (c) 


17. (c) 


2 1 

I —x—x = 28 => x = 60 
3 5 

I Let the cost of a chair be Rs y and that of a table Rs x 
• ■ x + y = 7000 ... (/) 

2x + 3y = 18000 ... (») 

Solving (0 and (»), we get y = Rs 4000 
Let S.P. of 1 article be Re 1 S.P. of 6 articles = Rs 6 
C P. of 6 articles = S.P. of 5 articles = Rs 5 
P = 6-5 = l 

P% = —x 100 = 20% 

5 

Let father's present age be x yrs 
son's present age = 68 - x 

atc x ~ 8 _j 2 . , * 

' S ' 68-X-8 1 ■ x " 56 

Son's present age = 68 - 56 = 12 yrs 

56 + 4 60 15 

Ratio of age after 4 yrs = - ~ = ~ 

Let B = x m •• L = 3x 
A = LxB = 3xxx = 1200 => x = 20m 
15 & 14 are not prime nos Ans = (d) 

A no. which is divisible by itself or by 1 is called a 
prime no. 

Condition is also satisfied by'd' 

(13) 2 —.09 (13) 2 -(-3) 2 

3.2 " 3.2 

(1.3+.3)(1.3-.3) 1.6 x 1.0 1 

3.2 3.2 ~ 2 

Let the cost of 1 kg of tea be Rs x and that of sugar 
be Rs y .-. x + y = 95 ... (/) 

90 120 

ioo x+ ioo y=90 or 3x + 4y = 300 - ^ 

Solving (0 and (u), x = 80 

(2.3 ) 2 - (.3 ) 2 
(2.3 ) 2 - 2 x 2.3x.3+(.3 ) 2 
(2.3-.3)(2.3+.3) 2x2.6 , „ 

* (2.3-.3J 2 = 2 2 = 


18. (a) Let the nos. be x and y * 

x 5436 

ATS-=302 x = 604, y=— =9 

19. (c) |xl00-|x™xl00 = 75-75 = 74.25 

20. (c) Area of thud square = 36 J + 48 J 
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Its side = ^ 3 a 2 + 48 2 =60 

21 (c) Use BODMAS 

22 (b) Difference = 54320 - 20345 = 33975 

23 (c) Each term is got by addmg 3,4,5, 6 ,7 to the deno of 

preceding term 

1 _1 _ J J _ 1 _ 1 _ 

2' 2+3' 5+t' 9+5' 14+6' 20+7 

Sixth term = ^ 

24 (d) H C F = Product of two nos - L C M 

= 3888 - 216 = 18 

10 , 

25 ( b ) Reqd sum = l l + T + 3 2 + + 10’ = Ifr 

a l 

n(n + 1 K 2 n + l) 10(10 + 1 )( 2 v 10 + 1 ) 

6 6 
10 x 11 x 21 


26 (b) LCM of 2, 3,4,5,6-60 

When 1000 is divided by 60, R = 40 
Reqd no = 1000 + (60 - 40) = 1020 
The no 1000 - 40 = 960 is also divisible by the given nos 
but 1020 is nearest to 1000 

27 (n; I et son's present age be x vrs _ . . , . 

r ° 1 Total age of father 

1 ather's age - (64 - x) yrs and son _ q 2 x 2 = 64 

. 64-X-8 3 

ATS - - = x — 20 

x -8 1 

11 13 

28 (b) Remaining time = 2 

„ . 1800 icn 
Rent per month = — = Vu! 

13 „„„ 13 

Rent for 2 months - 150 x ^ 

13 1 

Rent paid by second tailor = 150 x ^ x ^ - 487 50 

29 (d) Ratio of profits = Ratio of the investments 

* 1200 800 = 3 2 

Profit of B= - 2 -x3U0=R s 120 
3+2 

30 (a) Boys = x 286 = 176 Girls * 110 

o + 5 

176 _ 176 _ 4 

ATS 110 + 22 ~ 132 ~ 3 

31 (c) Illiterates * (100 - 35)% = 65% 

No of illiterates = x 6540 =■ 4251 

32 (b) 2(L + B) = 120 .L + B*60 


Let B = x L = 12 + x 

12 + x + x = 60 =*x = 24, L = 36 
Area = l x B * 36 x 24 = 864 sq m 
(b) Side of a square park = ,/Area = V»’944 _ 283 m 
Peruneter = 4 x 288 m 


'Totnkost 


* ReO 75 


Cost of tencing/m = _ . - , „„„ - 

& Perimetei 4 x 288 

xx3x6_yx5x4 \ _ 10 

^ 100 100 ^ y ~ 9 

(b) Let C P = Rs 100, P = 5% then S P = Rs 105 

Loss = 20% S P = 100 - 20 = Rs 80 

Difference = 105 - 80 = 25 

If difference is 25 then L P = Rs 100 


If difference is 100 then ( P = „ *100 - R s 400 

25 

(t) Carpenters Davs Tables 
2 2 2 

6 5 x 

More carpenters more tables 2 6 1 2 x 

More davs more tables 2 5 J 

2x2xx-2x6x5=>x=15 

(if) No of odd days in Jan = 2 U - J = 30 * 4 weeks + 2 davs 
mleb = 0 ( 1998 is not a leap \ ear 
in March - 3 Dns in Teb = 28) 
in April = 13 

18 = 2 weeks + 4 odd days 
()n 1st Januarv 1998, it was Sunday 
13th April will Sill on 4 days beyond Sunday 
So it will be Thursday 


Water = 6 / 


(<) Milk = |n ^72=66 

ATS 66 -^x -5 
6 + > 1 


(d) Total mcome (Annual) = 40000 h 31 o0 < 5580 

Monthly income = 55800 - 12 - 4650 
80 (X) 

(c) A's SP/kg = = Rs 16 

1000 

B's 5 P /kg = 7 50 x — = 1500 

1550 

C's SP/kg = Rs 14,D'sSP/kg = ]QQ =Rsl550 
A consumer profits if he buys from shop C 


(d) Work done by both pipes in 1 min * 

Reqd time to fill up * 20 min 
(c) % of zinc * 100 - 35 - 40 * 25 


_L_ 1 - 3 - ] . 

15 ~ 60 ~ 60 20 
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Quantity of zinc in the alloy * — x 120 = 30kgs 

43. (b) Let 1 boy’s share be Rs x 

1 woman's share = 3x and 1 man's share = 6 x 
A T.S. 4 x 6x + 6 x 3x + 8x * 200 =* x = Rs 4 

44. (d) Let swimmer's speed in still water be x km/hr and that 

stream be y km/hr. Speed downstream = x + y, speed 
upstream = x - y 

D = S x T (x + y)~ = 10 .(0 

(x - y) x 1 = 12 ...(h) 

Solving (i) k (it), we get y = 4 km/hr 

45. (b) If an urn contains x litres of milk and y litres are taken out 

and replaced by water. After n operations, the amount 
of milk in the urn 

= x(l - —) n = 15(1 - ~) 2 = ^ = 6 ^ / 
x 15 3 3 

46. (a) Students faded in Eng. = 87 - 35 = 52, in Math - 40 

15 failed in both 

n( A uB) = n(A)+n(B) - n(A n B) 

= 52 + 40-15 = 77 

No. of students failed in at least one of the subjects 

= n (AuB) = 77 

No of students promoted = 87 - 77 = 10 


47. (c) Let the price/kg = Rs x. Quantity = y kg 


(100 - 20) 

120 
, V V ■ r 

100 

A A 

100 

96 

4 


To^ 


4 100 „ 

Decrease 0 /- = {{jo 1xy * xy" = 4 

v, [20 2 01 

48 (» ^’it = h*r 2: ' 

49. [a) Let original price be = Rs 100 

Increased price = 100 + 25 = Rs 125 
Reduction on 125 = Rs 25 

25 

Reduction on 100 = — x 100 = 20 
125 

Reduction in consumption should be 20% 

50. (c) In 60 min, the minute hand gains 55 min on hour hand. 

At 3 o'clock, the minute hand is 15 min spaces apart. To 
cross, it must gam 15 nun spaces 
55 min are gained by nun hand in 60 min 

15 nun are gained by min hand in = |^ x 15 = 16-y 

4 

• x = 16 n 
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Test of Reasoning-1 

Staff Salactlon Commission Comblnod Prollmlnary Ixam hold on 4.7.M 

(Aftornoon Session) 


Directions: In question no. 1 to 4, find the related word, letters 
or numbers to complete the analogy. 

1. 'Classroom' is related to 'Students' in the same way as 
'Theatre' is related to: 

(A) Movies (B) Dramas (C) News (D) Actors 

2. ACEG : DFHJ:: QSUW : ? 

(A) TUVW (B) TVXZ (C) TUWX (D) TUWZ 

3. 11:21:: 12 : ? 

(A) 20 (B) 24 (C) 23 (D) 25 

4. 3234 : 3185 :: 8017 : ? 

(A) 7967 (B) 8066 (C) 7968 (D) 8109 

Directions: In question no. 5 to 7, select the related figure from 
the answer figures. 


Answer Figures 



Directions: In question no. 8 to 12, select the odd wordfleltert/ 
number-pair/figure from the given alternatives. 



8 . (A) New Delhi 
(C) Beijing 

9. (A) Devastate 
(C) Discredit 

10. (A) POUT 
(C) BATS 


(B) New York 
(D) Berlin 
(B) Deteriorate 
(D) Distrait 
(B) GILK 
(D) FEJI 


11. (A) 20-36 (B) 30-46 (C) 5(1-56 (D) 60-66 


D □ 


Directions: In question no. 13 and 14, from the given 
alternatives, select the one in which the set of numbers is most like 
the set of numbers given in the question. 

13. Given set: 13,16,22 

(A) 7,10,15 (B) 10,13,19 

(C) 19, 21, 27 (D) 15,21,18 


(A) 7,10,15 
(C) 19, 21, 27 
14. Given set: 11,15,31 
(A) 6,10,21 
(Q 7,11,27 


(A) 6,10,21 (B) 20, 25,51 

(Q 7,11,27 (D) 22, 30,62 

15. Which of the two words given below do not have the 
same relationship with each other as the words SWEET and 
BITTER? 

(A) POINTED and BLUNT (B) LONG and HIGH 

(C) HARD and SOFT (D) THIN and THICK 

16. A series of figures are given which can be grouped into 
classes. Select the group into which the figures can be rfjattforf 
from the given responses. 


©O0QA® 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
















(A) 1,2,6; 3,4,7; 5 (B) 1,2,6,7; 3; 4,5 

(C) 1,3; 2,6; 4,5,7 (D) 1,3, 2,4,5; 6,7 

Directions: In question no 17 to 19, find the missing number 
in the series 

17 9, 21, 48, 105, 222, J 

(A) 443 (B) 445 (C) 457 (D) 459 

18. 25, 35, 34,47, _L 59 

(A) 57 (B) 43 (C) 46 (D) 56 

19. 2,5,11, 23, _2 

(A) 39 (B) 45 (C) 46 (D) 47 

20. Which one set of letters when sequentially placed at the 
gaps in the given letter series shall complete it 7 

A_EG; AC_G; _CEG; ACE_ 

(A) AECG (B) CEAG (C) CEGA (D) ECGA 
21 Which one of the given responses would be a meaningful 
order of the following? 

1. Phrase 2 Paragraph 3 Sentence 

4. Words 5. Letters 

(A) 1,3, 5,4,2 (B) 1,4, 3, 5, 2 

(C) 5,4, 3, 2,1 (D) 5,4,1,3, 2 

Directions: In question no 22 to 24, find the missing figure in 
the senes Jrom the given answer figures to replace the sign 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 



Answer Figures ; 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 


25. You travel towards north 4 km, then turn left and travel 
towards west 2 km, then again turn left and travel 4 km. How far 
are you from the starting point? 

(A) 1km (B) 2 km (C) 3 km (D) 4 km 

26 At present the father is older than the son by 25 years 

After 13 years the father's age becomes double that ot the son 
What is the son's age now? , 

(A) 12 (B) 13 (C) 14 (D) 15 

27 Examinations in five subjects P, Q, R, S and T were 
conducted and students X, Y and Z wrote some of these X wrote 
only two papers and they were not written by either Y or Z. P and 
Q were written by two students each. Only one student wrote T 
and he wrote Q also If Z wrote only two papers, then which 
subjects were written by Y? 

(A) Only P and Q (B) Only Q and T 

(C) Q, T and R (D) P, Q and T 

28. In a class test of 50 candidates one candidate is ranked 
1 20. What is his rank from bottom 7 

(A) 29 (B) 28 (C) 30 (D) 31 

29. In a certain code language 'DIVISION' is written as 
'DVISIOIN'. How is 'STATES' written in that code language? 

(A) STTAES (B) SAETIS (C) SATETS (D) STAETS 

30 If A = 1, B = 2, C * 4, D = 8 etc. then D+E+A+F* 7 

(A) 51 (B) 57 (C) 62 (D) 59 

31. If 'CALCULATOR' is written as 'UJSUOSJGVM', 
'CHECK' is written as 'UKWUA', how will 'CORRECT' be 
written? 

(A) UOSSEUT (B) UVMMWUG 

(C) UKWGVMO (D) UJSUWUA 

32. In a code language TIALF' is written as 'IAMG' and 
'TWICE' is written as UXIDE'. How would you write 'OFTEN' 
in that code language? 

(A) PGUFO (B) OGUFO 

(C) OGUEO (D) PGUEO 

Directions: In question no. 33 and 34, find the answer figure 
in which the given figure is embedded. ** 

33. 
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Answer Figures : 



Answer Figures : 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 


Directions: In question no 35 to 37, a statement is given 
Iallowed by two assumptions I and II Which one of the four given 
alternatives is correct 1 


Statement: 

35. Population is the greatest pollutant. 

Assumption 

I. Increased population is the greatest resource 
II Illiterate masses lends to dirt and degradation. 

(A) Only I is implicit. 

(B) Only II is implicit. 

(Q Both I and II are implicit. 

(D) Neither I nor II is implicit 
Statement: 

36. .Education transforms man into manpower. 

Assumption : 

i. There is a direct relation between education and 
development of man's abilities, skills and 
. knowledge. 

II. Education makes a man powerful. 

(A) Only I is implicit. 

(B) Only II is implicit. 

(C) Both I and II are implicit. 

(D) Neither I nor II is implicit. 

Statement: 

37. All the people in Kerala are literate. 

Assumption: 

I. People of Kerala are well-educated and cultured. 

II. People of Kerala are hard-working and sincere. 

(A) Only I is implicit. 

(B) Only Q is implicit. 

(Q Both I and II are implicit. 

(D) Neither I nor II is implicit. 


38. Which one of the following figures represents Asians, 
Indians and Japanese? 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 

39 Which number is in all the geometrical figures? 



(A) 9 (B) 6 (C) 2 (D) 8 

40. Which one pattern, out of the four answer figures, would 
these cut out pieces in the given figure make? 



J[A) (B) (Q (D) 


41. Which of the answer figures is exactly the mirror image 
of the given figure? 
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Answer Figures : 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 


Directions: In question no. 45 to 47, find the missing number 
from the given responses. 

45. 6 4 5 

3 2 ? 

8 7 1 

144 56 45 

(A) 9 (B) 46 (C) 48 (D) 122 

46 


42 The four given figures represent tour ditfeicnt \ lews of 
a numbered cube Which number is on the face opposite to 4 7 



(A) 1 (B) 2 (C) 3 (D) 4 

43. A piece of paper is folded as in the given figure and a 
cut is made as shown therein. When opened, how will it appear 7 




(A) (B) (C) (D) 


44. A piece of paper is folded as in the given figure, the top 
portion is cut and it is punched m the middle in a triangular 
shape. When opened, how will it appear? 




(A) 66 (B) 69 (C) 40 (D) 56 

Directions: In question no 48 and 49, which answer figure 
will complete the given figure 7 



Answer Figures : 





0 


(A) (B) (Q (D) 



«s 


Answer Figures : 



(A) (B) (CJ <D) 
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50. From the alternatives find the word that cannot be 
formed using the given word METROPOLITAN. 

(A) MATRIC (B) MATTER 

(C) POLITE (D) TITAN 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (D) They have the place and performers relationship. 

2. (B) Mark the gap among letters. 

3. (C) The second number is double minus one of the first 

number. 

4. (C) Both the numbers have difference of 49. 

5. (D) All the lines inside the main figure start horn the same 

point and are three less in number than the lines in the 
outer figure. 

6 . (D) Black portion is shifted to the other side and arrows point 

in the same direction. 

7. (A) All the positions are reversed. 

8 . (B) All the others are capital towns of their States. 

9. (D) This means absent-minded, all the others are used in 

negative sense. 

10. (B) In all the others, the first two letters, although in reverse 

order, do not have a gap in between. 

11. (C) In all the others, the second number is 16 more than the 

first one. 

12. (D) In all the others, all the four sides of thefigures are equal. 

13. (B) The difference among the numbers is the same, 3 and 6. 

14. (C) Same as above; the difference is 4 and 16. 

15. (B) All the others are opposites. 

16. (D) The Erst set has a similar figure inside; in the next one the 

inner and the outer figures are the same and in the third 
one, two lines are drawn that divide the figures into four 
parts. 

17. (D) The arrangement is: 9 x2 + 3 = 21; 21 x 2 + 6 * 48; 

48 x 2 + 9 * 105; 105 x 2 + 12 * 222; 222 x 2 + 15 = 459. 

18. (B) There are two series, 25, 34, 43 where the numbers 

have a difference of '9' and 35,47,59 with a difference 
of 12. 

19. (D) Go on adding 3,6,12,24... to numbers respectively. 

20. (B) The repeated set is ACEG. 

21 . (D), Letters form words, words phrases, then there are 

sentences and finally paragraph. 

22. (B) Mark the relationship between the first two figures. 

23. (C) The arrow has an anti-clockwise movement and the block 

with slanting lines also has a marked movement. 

24. (D) The small circle goes up and down and one of the arrows 

in and out from comer to comer clockwise. 


25. (B) 



26. (A) Son is 12, father 37; after 13 yean, son 12 +13 * 25; father 
37 + 13*50. 


Cand. Sub 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

X 

- 

- 

✓ 

/ 

- 

Y 

✓ 

✓ 

- 

- 

✓ 

Z 

/ 

/ 

- 

- 

- 


28. (D) 


is 


t 


20th rank 


30 


1 


29. (C) After first letters, in each pair of letters, the lettem 

interchange places. 

30. (B) E would be 16 and F 32, hence 8 + 16 + 1 + 32 * 57. 

31. (B) 

32. (C) Vowels don't change and all the other letters are replaced 

by the letter that comes after them in the alphabetical 
order. 

33. (B) 34. (A) 35. (D) 36. (A) 37. (D) 

38. (A) Asians is a general category. Indians and Japanese are 

two individual elements of this category. 

39. (C) 40. (A) 41. (A) 42. (A) 43. (C) 

44. (C) 

45. (A) The number below each line is the product of numben 

above, e.g., 6 x 3 x 8 = 144 hence 5 x 9 x 1 = 45 

46. (D) The arrangement is, (3 + 2) x (5 + 7) * 60; 

(1 + 2) x (3 + 4) = 21 hence (3 + 3) x (5 + 6) = 66. 

47. (B) The arrangement is, 4* + 3 = 19, 6 1 + 4 * 40 hence 

8 J + 5 = 69. 

48. (A) 49. (D) 50. (A) There is no 'C' in foe key word. 
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Test of Reasoning - 2 


Qs. 1-5. Which of the options from 1,2, 3,4 and S should 
form the next set for the series of letters given below: 

1 FGCF HJl I KMII NPI0 7 

(1) PQOR (2) RTOS (3) QSOR 

(4) RSPI (S) None of these 

2 ZYWT VUSP RQOL NMKH 7 

(1) KIHG (2) KJHE (3) GDBA 

(4) JIGD (5) None of these 

3 BAZ DBY 1CX HDW 7 

(1) GEV (2) jrU (3) JFV 

(4) IIU (5) None ol these 

4 ACZX FGVT IKRP MONL 7 

(1) QSJH (2) QTKI (3) QSJI 

(4) QTJH (5) None of these 

5 YAN WDM UGL SJK 7 

(1) RNK (2) QMJ (3) PMI 

(4) PNJ (3) None of these 

Qs. 6-8. The lead word for answering these questions is 
EDUCATION 

6 How many sets of two letters in the word EDUCATION 
have as many letters between them as they have in the 
alphabetical order 7 

(1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 

(4) 5 (5) There are no sut h sets 

7 and 8 In following questions four of the five words given 
are related to the lead word in the same way while one is different 
You have to find this odd-man out 

7 (1) NECK (2) CLOUD (3) CAUTION 

(4) DICTION (5) TRACE 

8 (1) TUNE (2) ACTION (3) DONATE 

(4) DENOTE (5) DATE 

Qs. 9-14 Given below is a senes of letters, numbers and 
symbols. Study the series carefully and answer the questions 
that follow. 

QA0R3G8FOKW#YeN5Y4P 

QA7R4D5A64RD 

9 What is the ratio between the letters and numbers in the 
senes 7 If a letter or number has been used more than once, it is 
to be counted as one only 

(1) 2 1 (2) 3 2 (3) 3 4 

(4) 5 3 (5) None of these 

10 How many letters have numbers on their left and right, 
which, when added together have a total of ll 7 

(1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5) 6 

11 What is the ratio between the numbers of numencals 
and symbols 7 If a number or symbol occurs more than once, it 


1 has to be counted as one onl\ 

(1) 3 4 (2) 3 1 (3) 1 3 

(4) 2 3 (5) None of these 

12 How many letters hav e a symbol on theu left as well as 
on their right 7 

(1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5) None 

13 What is the total of number, letters and symbols that 
occur more than once in the senes 7 

(1) 7 (2) 8 (3) 9 (4) 6 (5) 10 

14. Find the odd-man out: 

(1) R38K (2) # Y N 4 (3) A 74A 

(4) 5 Y P A (5) □ W Y 5 

Qs. 15-20. Each of the following questions has a word 
and the letters of the word are given m their coded forms as 
well. All the words follow the same code for their letters. Your 
task is to find out the code letter for the letter of the word 
enclosed in box. 

15 S [u] N D A Y 

(1) b (2) g (3) h (4) d (5) k (6) , 

16 M 0 N D {A] Y 

(1) h (2) g (3) q (4) c (5) b (6) / 

17 T H[¥]E A D 

(1) p (2) f (3) b (4) g (5) m (6) \ 

18 ||J E A U T Y 

(1) v (2) f (3) , (4) w (5) d (6) g 

19 T U R B A 0 

(1) g (2) d (3) t (4) m (5) , (6) f 

20 D O N K E@ 

(1) w (2) b (3) / (4) v (5) 1 (6) c 

Qs. 21-25. In each of the following questions five words 
are given. Four of the items are alike in some way or the other 
while one is different. Your task is to find this odd-man out' 

21 (1) cyclone (2) typhoon (3) cascade 

(4) tornado (5) hurricane 

22 (1) exemption (2) transgression (3) evasion 

(4) infraction (5) disobedience 

23 (1) reverence (2) obligation (3) justification 

(4) patriotism (5) perception 

24 (1) vertebra (2) scapula (3) femur 

(4) aorta (5) spine 

25 (1) seal (2) porpoise (3) walrus 

(4) crab (5) chameleon 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the problem figures and the answer figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the answer figures should come next in the series of problem figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 


26. 


27. 


26. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


r 


□ 


o 


X A 
□ 

O Y 




nt 

tj} t 


0 


X 


w 


o □ 
0- A 
* X 


l 




0 


x o 

A 

□ Y 




O t, 


*<§> 


X 




W 




□ 



A O 
Y 

□ X 




3 ■-»(. 


«E> 


X 


a 




o o- 

X A 

* □ 


± 


A 0- 
X 4= 
O □ 


k 


f 


O A 



A □ 
O 

Y X 


A 


O t 


V 


X 


07 


\gj\ 


0 - 4 = 
A □ 
X o 


r 


□ 



O □ 
X 

Y A 


A 

JA 


c. 


0 


X 




w 


0- A 
O □ 
X 4= 


ABODE 


7 

A 

1 


r 

• 

A O 

• 

V 0 

• 

0 

V 

• 

A □ 

• 

v 0 

0 

® 

® 

0 

® 

x □ 
0 

> -< 

Y V 
□ 

O X 

0 x 
Y 

□ A 

O Y 
□ 

A x 

O Y 
□ 

X A 

H 

E3 

El 

Bj 

A 

°T 


'"K'k 



r 1 *-' C. 

$ 



(3° 





sf< 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

$ 



$ 

& 

vm; 

vs; 

W 

Vi/ 

Vi; 

X A 
O 0- 
□ * 

□ A 

O X 

0- 4= 

□ 0 
* x 
0- A 

0 □ 
0 - A 

4* X 

x 0 

4 : 0- 
□ A 

1 

| 

1 
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Given below are four pain of figures marked A, B, C and D. The two figures in three sets have a definite relationship while 
one is different. Your task is to find this odd-man out: 


A 


66. 

44 

A 

57. 

0 

A 

58. 

* 


59. 

o 

i 

60. 

O 

0 

61. 

/^o\ 
V V 

(&) 
Vo J 

62. 

rz. 
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1_1 

63. 
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In each of the following questions, a part of the figure is 
missing. The missing parts are numbered (1), (2), (3), (4) and 
(5). Your task is to match the figures with their missing parts. 


Find the odd-man out: 


66 . 


67 . 


68 . 


69 . 


70 . 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (3) Gaps and arrangements remaining the same, the third 
letter of each set is the last letter of the preceding set. 

2. (4) Letters are in reverse order with gap increasing by one 
and the sets have a gap of one letter. 

3 (3) First letters are B, D, F , the second ones A, B, C, D . 
and the last one Z Y X W V 

4. (1) The first two letters occupy the same position in the 

alphabets as the next two from Z. 

5. (2) The first letters are Y W U S Q, the second one, A, D, G, 

J, M and the third one is N M L K J. 

6. (4) The letters are, E and D, A and D, A and E, D and I and 

0 and N 

7. (3) All the others have an outside letter, this one has none. 

1 8 (4) In all the others, all letters are from the word 

EDUCATION, this one has an extra F 
9. (2) Letters are 9 and numbers 6 
JO (3) 11 (1) The numbers are 6 • 8. 12.(3) 

13. (2) 6 and 3, Q and R, AD-ft and 4 . 2 +2 + 4 = 8 

14. (5) The arrangement is wrong. 

()s 75-20 For solving these i/iiestwns sort out common letters 
and match them urith common codes, eg, m questions 15 and lb, the 
first two letters are different ‘O' occurs in question 20 also, so does the 
code Idler ‘z. Hence ‘z is the code for 'O' and '<\ is the code for 'M' 

15 (4) 16. (2) 17 (5) 18 (3) 19. (3) 

20 ( 1 ) 

21 (3) All the others are connected with storms. 

22. (1) All the other terms are related to unwillingness on the 

part of the sublet. 

23. (5) All the others are moral emotions. 

24. (4) All the others are bones 

25 (5) AH the others are water-creatures. 

26. (D) The pendulum swings in three steps. All the others occur 

alternately 

27. (A) The dot moves one and two steps alternately, the other 

two have regular movement but tum positions. 

28 (E) One extra line right and left is added. 

29. (C) Figures in opposite diagonals change position alternately. 

30 (C) Line to form triangle is added, hook and T move in 

three steps and circle rests at one place in two blocks of 
the series 

31 (B) 1 he figures rotate in opposite direction one by one. 

32. (A) The figure rotates changing pattern alternately and the 

dot and small circle change places. 

33 (C) 1 igure rotates anti-clockwise, arrow changes side after 
two steps, the 'V' goes round changing direction. 

34. (B) Three figures interchange positions clockwise, then 

change directions, and go clockwise. The remaining one 
changes sides. 

35. (A) The lines forming petals go on increasing by one. 

36. (D) A line is added that changes into an arc. Side patterns 

interehangc places 

37 (B) Three figures interchange places clockwise, then the | 


remaining ones interchange places anti-clockwise. Then 
all the figures move a step ahead anticlockwise. 

38. (A) TWo lines are added that form leaves. The figure at the 

top changes alternately and the one at the bottom in 
three steps. 

39. (B) The parachute has, three, two and four strings, the top 

pattern and the arms of the man change shape alternately. 

40. (C) the dark cone goes in and out anticlockwise; the petal 

takes one extra step with each anticlockwise movement 
with the dark portion going to the other side. 

41. (B) The set of first three figures follows an arrangement. 

The same arrangement is followed by the next set of 
figures. 

42. (D) Small and big lines are added at the top after two steps, 

the middle pattern is repeated after three steps, the flag 
shifts to the other end turning right and left and the nail 
goes from corner to corner. 

43. (D) Each letter rotates or turns position in a different way. 
44 (A) The ellipse slides down, the line with knobs goes up 

and down and the third figure slides from bottom to top 
in four steps. 

45. (E) Lines and dots are added alternately and the other figure 
changes alternately too 

46 (B) All figures have regular movements, arrow and triangle 
rotate while the V turns upside down and vice versa 
47. (C) Thp figures are added according to a definite pattern. 
48 (E) The innermost pattern changes, one Ime is added to the 
outer pattern alternately which goes round clockwise 

49. (B) The bottom line goes to the top and all the figures go 

round anticlockwise in next step. 

50. (A) Three up and down lines are permanent; the lines inside 

and outer figures move according to a pattern. 

51. (C) Small vertical line goes down, the dot goes down and 

then up and the pattern on the middle line goes to the 
other end. 

52. (D) The double line slides down and dot and cross are added 

by turns. 

53. (D) The pattern, dot and cross have a regular movement 
54 (B) Cap, legs and arms are to be studied separately. 

55. (D) Same as above. 

For answering questions 56 to 65, study the figures very carefully, 
check the number of lines in the pair, difference of lines in inner and 
outer figures, the way figures rotate or form relationship etc. 


56 (C) 

57. (D) 

58. (C) 

59. (B) 

60. (A) 

61. (A) 

62. (C) 

63. (B) 

64. (Di, 

65. (B) 

66. (3) 

67. (4) 

68. (1) 

69. (5) 

70. (2) 


71. (4) All the other figures have four straight lines, this one has five 

72. (4) In all the others, ^-th part of the figure has pattern. 

73. (3) All the others are formed by a figure and its half part 

74. (5) In all die others, the sides have a difference of one. 

{ 75. (1) The pattern is wrong. 
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Short Notes 


Notional News 

DIHNCi 

Draft Nvdoar doctrlno unvoiled 

A FTER months of deliberations, the 27- 
member National Security Advisory 
Board (NSAB), headed by defence analyst 
K. Subrahmanyan, has come out with a 
document on the Indian Nuclear Doctrine 
(IND). 

The document was released on 
August 17,1999, by National Security • 
Advisor Brajesh Mishra, and has been 
labelled as a "draft nuclear doctrine", 
pending discussion and approval by the 
National Security Council (NSC). 

The main pints of the draft nuclear 
doctrine are: 

■ Will pursue a doctrine of credible 
minimum nuclear deterrence. 

N Won't be the first to initiate a nuclear 
strike, but will respnd with psitive 
retaliation. 

■ Won't use or threaten use of nuclear 
weapons against States not 
possessing such weapons or not 
aligned with nuclear weapn powers. 
■ Will maintain sufficient, survivable 
and oprationally prepared nuclear 
forces as a part of deterrence. 

1 Will put into place a robust command 
and control system, vesting the 
release of nuclear weapns for use in 
the Prime Minister or the designated 
successors). 




The draft nuclear doctrine also states 
that India's security is an integral 
compnent of its development process 
and the country's strategic interests 
require effective, credible nuclear 
deterrence, and adequate retaliatory 
capability, should this fail. 

According to the document, the 
concept shall encompass "sufficient, 
survivable and oprationally 
prepared nuclear forces, a robust 
command and control structure, 
effective intelligence and early 
warning capabilities." 

On nuclear weapns, the 
doctrine speaks of effective, enduring, 
diverse, flexible and respnsive 
: arsenal to the requirements in 
accordance with the concept 
of minimum nuclear deterrent. The 
nuclear arsenalwill be based 
on aircraft, mobile land-based missiles 


and sea-based assets. Essentially, 
it means that India would depend on 
strategic bomber command, 

Agni II, 1RBM and a nuclear 
submarine for second 
strike capability. 

The survivability of the forces would 
be enhanced by a combination of multiple 
systems, mobility, dispersion and 
deception. 

The principles of credibility, 
effectiveness and survivability will be 
central to India's nuclear deterrent. The 
doctrine envisages a deterrent that has the 
capability of inflicting destruction and 
punishment that would be unacceptable 
to the aggressor in case of a nuclear 
weapons strike. 

For effective deployment, the 
document seeks unity of command and 
control of nuclear forces, including dual 
capable delivery systems. It calls for 
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creation of space bases (high resolution 
satellites) and other assets to provide 
early warning so that the survivability of 
the nuclear arsenal and effective 
command, control communication, 
computing intelligence and 
information (C4I2) Systems are 
ensured 

On safety and security—the 
document speaks of extraordinary 
precautions to ensure that nuclear 
weapons are guarded against theft, 
sabotage, damage or unauthorised 
access 

US State department officials have 
characterized India's move to develop a 
nuclear deterrent as "unwise" 

China also expressed its misgivings 
about the nuclear polity document China 
"urged" India not to induct nuclear 
missiles into its arsenal and to renounce 
its nuclear weapons programme by 
implementing UN Security Council 
Resolution 1172 

A top Russian expert on Indian 
Affairs cautioned India not to formulate 
its nuclear deterrence concept with 
an aim to sending signals to 
China as well 

Also, in a tit-for-tat response, 
Pakistan announced on August 19 that it 
was giving "final touches" to its own 
nuclear doctrine Pakistan Foreign 
Minister said that his government s 
nuclear doctrine would be based on the 
proposed strategic nuclear restraint 
regime discussed between India and 

Do You Know... 

India has 30 mammal species on the 
endangered list, ranking first in the 
world among nations with high number 
of such species in the "threatened" cate¬ 
gory It is followed by l)S and China, 
each harbouring 29 mammal species in 
the threatened category The list is main¬ 
tained by International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 
Geneva The Indian mammal species in 
the endangered list include Asiatic lion, 
Indian tiger, leopard, snow leopard, rhi¬ 
noceros, wolf, wild ass, Kashmir stag 
(Hangul), Indus dolphin, Asian elephant 
and swamp deer 


Independence Day, Intfa joined <3hlna In the exclusive one bfUlaft clUfe 

The government’s prelections estimate that the one Wltonmark wit* reached 
m May 2000 The socio-economic Implications wt, however, be the same.' 

There are only tour countries In fie world that have a population exceetfng that 
of Uttar Pradesh’s 156.95million, India adds roughly about 18 million, the,popu|Hfori 
of Australia, every year Foodgrain production is expected to be the highest ever at 
202 million tonne, enough at current consumption levels. But who knows whether ft 
will be enough if population continues to increase at current rate? 

The annual population growth has fallen below two per cent since 1994 And fie 
average number of children per family has also fallen from 4.5 in the 1980s to 2.6 in 
the 1990s 

Our resources seem to depleting rapidly under pressure horn the burgeoning 
population Forest cover is down to 19 per cent, from over 22 per cent In 1988. 
Deteriorating water tables and food crop yields add to the bleak scenario The 
average crop land per person has shrunk by half to 010 hectare per person in 1999, 
as against 0 21 hectare in 1960 The average farm-size has shrunk to 16 hectare, 
reducing by more than 40 per cent in the last three decades 


Pakistan during secretary-level talks in 
1998 

Agnl-I should bo doployod along 
with warhoads i foparta 

T HE Agni-I should be operationalised 
and deployed along with its warhead 
and clearly defined command and control 
structure m the wake ot the 
announcement of the draft minimum 
nuclear deterrent policy by the 
government, say military experts 

This was necessary because the range 
of Agm-I and the yield of its warhead 
would only be credible when it was seen 
to exist 

Pakistan used its "first strike" policy 
to prevent India from exercising options 
like crossing the line of control to relieve 
pressure caused by Pakistani troops 
disguised as militants m the Drass-Kargil 
sector, or to liberate Pak-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) and remove the thorn in 
India's side that has existed since 1948, or 
to attack Pakistan across the International 
Border for its perfidious behaviour in 
Jammu & Kashmir 

The threat of the "first strike" was 
ominously real Even though India had 
aircraft and the Pnthvi missile as delivery 
systems for its nuclear warheads, these 
were no deterrent for the kind of action 
Pakistan launched m Kaigil Dus was 
because India's Agnt-I, though tested 
successfully, was officially only a 


"technology demonstration", whereas 
Pakistan has in the M-9 missile a proven 
operational missile with the warheads in 
its basement also based on proven 
designs 

That is why, with a tested range of 
2000 km which brings the whole of 
Pakistan well within its range, the 
"credibility" of the deterrent effect of the 
Agttt -1 becomes obvious if it is operation¬ 
alised immediately 

INDIA-PAKISTAN 
Pakistani spy plana downed 

T HE downing of Af/awfiipie, a Pakistani 
maritime surveillance and naval anti¬ 
submarine aircraft, by a MiG-21 aircraft, 
of the Indian Air Force, on August 10, 
1999, further escalated tensions between 
New Delhi and Islamabad All 15 crew 
members on board the Pakistani plane 
died 

The Pakistani reconnaissance aircraft 
was shot down for "intruding into air 
space" and "hostile behaviour" over 
marshy land of Kon creek near Gujarat 
coast 

Countering the India?! allegation that 
the aircraft was on a spying mission, 
Pakistan insisted that the plane was on a 
routine training mission and well within 
Pakistani airspace when it was shot down 
Much of die debris from the downed 
plane has been found inside Pakistani 
territory 
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The aircraft was a French-made. It 
has a huge weapon bay, and the most 
potent weapons it can carry are two 
Exocet and AM 39 missiles—these 
missiles can sink a ship from a distance of 
100 km. 

The next day, an IAF helicopter 
carrying a media team to the site of 
Atlantique wreckage was fired upon by 
Pakistan gunners, further heightening 
tension m the region. India then rushed a 
large number of troops, including marine 
and army commandos, into the Rann of 
Kutch area to bolster the Border 
Security Force (BSF). The Indian 
Navy and Airforce were also put on high 
alert. 

Airforce officials believe that the 
intrusion by Pakistani Allanltcjue aircraft 
was part of Pakistan gameplan to survey 
the Rann of Kutch area in order to tind 
out which of the tidal creeks were 
navigable enough to create a "Kargil-at- 
sea" like situation. 

In its efforts to help contain post- 
Kargil tensions, US has advised India and 
Pakistan to honour their 1991 agreement 
which forbids any military aircraft to fly 
nearer than 10 km of India-Pakistan 
border without advance notification to the 
other country. 

The 1991 agreement also stipulates 
that in event of a violation, a prompt alert 
is to be sent through diplomatic channels 
to the headquarters of other country's 
airforce. 


RAILWAYS 

Oabal disaster sxpssss rat 

T HE Gaisal rail accident exposed the 
rot in Indian Railways. It stands 
exposed today as one of the world's 


fMMynoriey account* for 2D p» cent Df OOP 

White India reports a nehrty 6 per cent growth in the economy, its underground 
economy, or black economy, also seems to be thriving. A study titled fndtar 
Development Report, 1989-2000, by the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development’ 
Research fkalDR), estimates that India's black economy is around 16 to 21 per cent 
of the GDP (Gross Domestic Product). 

As India's GDP is now estimated at Rs 17,70,000 crore, foe unaccounted money 
circulating in foe system works out to a whopping R$ 3,54,000 crore. 

However, tax evasion accounts for only part of foe black economy. The IGiDR 
study says black income is generated from illegal activities that are harmful to society, 
such as smuggling, trafficking in illicit drugs, pornography and gambling. But there are 
other apparently harmless illegal activities too such as “moonlighting*, /.a private 
tuition by salaried teachers and private practices by publicly employed doctors. 

The prevalence of black economy implies that some transactions such as those 
in foe property market are made in Mack money. 

Since Mack income has to be spent in an unaccounted fashion, it leads to further 
tax evasion. For example, black income used to purchase expensive durable goods 
such as television and refrigerator also involves evasion of sales taxes. 

Black income is mostly invested in activities which tend to be less productive, 
such as purchase of gold and property, with foe hope of making capital gains. 

It is also possible that black investment made from black money is more 
productive than white investment, leading to a relatively larger multiplier effect. 
Several studies justify this assumption, based on low returns in foe white sector, (foe 
to government controls on bank deposit rates and foe process of administering, 
interest rates. Even if returns from black investment go unrecorded in nationai' 
accounts, they may trickle down to Improve foe overall level of living in foe country If 
such Is foe case, then black economy may be a good thing. 

While amnesty scheme generally add to current revenue, they can also have 
implications in terms of future revenue generation, future tax base and tax payer 
behaviour. 

Expectation of a future amnesty scheme leads to continued tax evasion. These 
schemes are perceived as being unfair to honest tax payers, who bear relatively 
greater tax burden. By allowing tax evaders to evaluate their assets at prices 
prevailing several years ago, such schemes help foe beneficiaries effectively to pay 
much more lower tax than applicable. 

if foe growth of the black income is considered to be foe same as the white 
economy, topping even 10 per cent of it, through better tax compliance, can fetch foe 
government two per cent of foe GDP—enough to reduce fiscal deficit to 4 per cent of 
GDP, from 6 per cent. 


to follow even the most basic safety I don't shut, and the tracks are cracked at 


most backward and inefficient 
railways. Burdened with a gigantic 
(16 lakh) labour force, its lack of cate 


Do You Know... 

A Brilliant Sun is a one-hour biograph¬ 
ical film on the iota Adilya VUcrom Birla 
that was pramtered in Mumbai on 
August 18, 1999. If w-lived part of a 
remarkablo chapter of foe history of 
industrial India and provided footage of 
the mem and Ms family.. 


procedures stand exposed. This is all 
the more surprising since every 
procedure in the maintenance and 
operations of the railways is 
codified. 

Three safety review committees have 
been set up over the past 52 years and the 
fourth is about to come out with its 
report. 

A lackadaisical attitude to work 
prevails in foe railways. Engines leave 
their destination with defective brakes 
and weak lights. The vestibule 
connections between coaches are often 
wobbly and threatep to collapse. Doors 
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many places. 

The problem begins at the stage of 
selecting equipment. The Lucknow-based 
Research, Design and Standards 
Organisation (RDSO) does not have the 
equipment required for testing most of foe 
modem signalling and other equipment 
that makes a difference between life and 
death. 

Inspectors who visit foe factory of the 
suppliers are easily influenced by them 
through nefarious means. Once cleared by 
RDSO, only random samples are checked 
for flaws leaving most of foe installed 
equipment suspect. 
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INDIAN PAINTING-RECORD—A silk painting 100 feet (33 metres) long, 11 feet (3 5 
metres) high and weighing only 5 5 pounds (2.5 kilograms) on display in Calcutta on 25 
August 1999 The painting by Sanat Chatterjee, depicting Indian mythology and its rela¬ 
tion with science, took 15 months to complete and Is mentioned by the Guinness Book of 
World Records as the longest silk painting in the world 


RESERVATION 

Quotas for higher courses struck 
down 

III Supreme l ourt has placed national 
interest above social and other interests 
in ailing that the special provisions like 
reservation foi Scheduled Castes (SCs), 
Schedul’d Tribes or Other Backward 
Clashes (OBLs) were not permissible in 
admissions to super speciality courses in 
medu me and engineering 

Merit alone can he the basis of 
sc lechun according to the«ourt. The 
verdict would be effective prospectively 

The couit slrutk down the Uttar 
Pradesh Post Graduate Medical Education 
(Resciv ation for Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward 
Classes) A t 1997, which reduced the 
minimum qualifying marks from 15 per 
cent to '*0 per cent for reserved category 
candidates for admission to post-graduate 
medical courses 

It also struck down the Madhya 
Pradesh government order of June 7,1997, 
prescribing minimum qualifying marks 
tor reserved category—bCs (20 pei cent), 
STs (15 per cent) and OBCs (40 per cent) 
The court ev cn disapproved of the 
disparity in qualifying marks for the 
general and reserved t ategory 

Ai i ording to experts, the judgement 
is a reiteration ot what had been held in 
the Mnndal report and several other 
significant pronouncements Yet, the need 
was felt tor another pronouncement on 
the issue because certain State 
gov ernmrnts, for reasons best known to 
them, chose to mislead the i onstitutional 
prov isions under Article 15(4), which 
prm ides reservation to the other 
backward classes, scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes 

Through an amendment. Article 15(4) 
was included in the Constitution to 
facilitate the States to make special 
provision tor enhancement of scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes and backward 
classes Due to this amendment, the States 

Do Yon Know... 

Software exports, which were just Its 675 
crore in 1992-93, hove zoomed to Rs 
10,490 crore in 1998-99. The previous 
year's figure was Rs 6,530 crore 


have been able to introduce a large 
number of programmes for the backward 
classes and such other sections of the 
society who, the Constitution-makers felt, 
require special case for their upliftment 

That the special provision would be 
extended to the highest level of 
specialised jobs was perhaps never 
anticipated by the founding fathers of the 
Constitution 

ELECTIONS 

Sikkim electoral relic en CD-Rem 

HE Himalayan State of Sikkim has put 
its electoral rolls and constituency 
profiles on a CD-rom Developed by the 
State unit of the National Informatics 
Centre (NIC), the easy-to-navigate, map- 
based auto-run compact disc would 
quickly provide poll-related information 
to the user. 

Monitoring of the State's election 
process, from the time ballot boxes are 
distributed till they return to the counting 
centre after polling, will be done by the IT 
software. 

Meanwhile, the simultaneous 
elections on October 3, would witness the 
use of the same ballot box for both 
assembly and Lok Sabha segments, 
different from the practice of having two 
ballot boxes. 

This will rule out any confusion 
among the voters, especially from rural 
areas, on the use of the ballot boxes. 


Another significant feature of the 
poles in Sikkim is the use of ballot paper 
of three different colours for assembly, 
Lok Sabha and Sangha assembly elections 

Sikkim has a unique "Sangha" 
(religion) assembly constituency with no 
geographical boundaries, for which 
Buddhist monks of different monasteries 
are voters. 

Regional parties thrive 

ROM token opponents of "big brother" 
national parties to tme representatives 
of regional aspirations, small or regional 
parties are emerging as kingmakers, 
wooed by big players on either side of the 
political divide 

Holding among them 123 seats m the 
12th Lok Sabha or almost 24 per cent of 
popular vote share, regional parties are 
endorsing federalism in the real sense as 
they forge strategic poll alliances without 
compromising their ideologies or letting 
the national parties storm their strong¬ 
holds. 

In the run up to the 13th general 
elections, the small regional parties have 
formed pre-poll alliances and hammered 
out seat-sharing formulae with the BJP or 
the Congress in several States. 

Besides a score of small parties that 
are part of the National Democratic 
Alliance spearheaded by the BJP, s&eml 
other have held on their own for the 
ensuing elections. 
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and Andhra Pradesh, on an experimental 
basis, it took a long time to make it 
feasible as rules had to be framed 
following Supreme Court order on use of 
EVMs. 

Once this hurdle was overcome, a 
new issue cropped up as large number of 
nominations were filed in the 1991 
elections, further delaying the switch to 
the Electronic Voting Machine. 

While the voting machines could 
accommodate only candidatures of 64 per 
cent, several constituencies during the 
previous elections saw a large number of 
nominations, with the highest being 1,300 
in a constituency in Tamil Nadu. 

The Election Commission then 
decided to hike the nomination fee from 
Rs 500 to Rs 10,000 to "weed out non- 
serious candidates" from filing 
nominations. 

The initial cost of an Electronic 
Voting Machine is around Rs 5,000, as 
against Rs 800 for a ballot box. The cost of 
ballot papers, printing and other 
paraphernalia, however, totals to a huge 
amount in manual system of voting. 

Computerisation of voters' list and 
introduction of CD-roms for verifying the 
voters' list will also help in cutting costs 
further in coming years. 

COMMISSIONS 
Wadhwa Cammlulan report 

T HE Wadhwa Commission of Inquiry, 
that probed the killings of Australian 
missionary Graham Staines and his two 
sons at Manoharpur village in Orissa, has 
essentially blamed prime suspect Dara 
Singh and his supporters for the ghastly 
crime that shook the nation on January 22, 
1999. 

Justice D.P. Wadhwa, a serving judge 
of the Supreme Court, who was appointed 
a one-man Commission of Inquiry into 
the Staines murder, says in 246-page 
report that "there is no evidence that any 
authority or organisation was behind 
these gruesome killings". 

Significantly, the Commission has 
strongly criticised the State police for its 
inept investigation. 

The Commission has recommended 
"an independent inquiry to find out the 
circumstances leading to the recording of 
the FIR, the arrest of innocent persons and 
how they are to be compensated for their 


illegal detention. 

Justice Wadhwa has recommended 
that the National Foundation for 
Communal Harmony be made into a 
statutory authority on the lines of the 
National Human Rights Commission "to 
bring in communal harmony". 

Criticising the visits of VIPs to the 
place of crime as they hampered the 
investigations, the commission has 
recommended that »uch visits be 
drastically curtailed. The report also calls 
upon the government to sensitise the 
bureaucracy over the plight of the tribals 
and refrain from unwarranted transfer of 
officials.. 

JAMMU A KASHMIR 
Mercenaries from 14 nations 
Involved In proxy war 

A ccording to a publication titled 

i'Proxy War", circulated by the 
Northern Command Headquarters of 
Indian Army, mercenaries from 14 
countries arc involved in the 10-year-long 
proxy war in Jammu and Kashmir, being 
abetted by Pakistan Between 1990 and 
December 1998,1073 mercenaries of 13 
countries have been killed and 136 others 
arrested. 

The mercenaries belong to 
Afghanistan, Baharain, Burma, 
Bangladesh, Chechnya, Iraq, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Turkey and Yemen. 

The maximum number of 
mercenaries killed during the period (400) 
belonged to Pakistan, followed by 
Afghanistan (190) and PoK (48). 

The report said the idea to annex 
Kashmir through a proxy war was first 
conceived by Pakistani President General 
Zia-ul-Haq in 1977 under Operation 
Topac. . 

Under the plan, a three-pronged 
strategy was launched to initiate low-level 
insurgency and subvert the police, 
financial institutions and communication 
network and follow this by exerting direct 
pressure along the Line of Control by 
large-scale sabotage, infiltration of 
mercenaries and special forces to attack 
vital targets. 

Religion was meant to be used in a 
manner to influence some sections of 
people at an appropriate time under the 
operation, it said. 
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presence of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, US Secretary of State Madeline 
Albright and King Abdullah II of Jordan. 
The new accord is the revised version 


International 

News 
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Israel, Palestine ekay revised 


of the Wye River accord. 

The agreement calls for further Israeli 
troop withdrawals from the West Bank 
and the release of hundreds of prisoners 
in return for Palestinian guarantees of 
security. 

Under the new deal, which is backed 
by a US letter of guarantee to the 
Palestinians, Israel will cede control of 


pooca deal 


further 11 per cent of the West Bank, 



From Left to Right: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and US Secretary of State Mrs M. Albright at 
the peace accord signing ceremony 


O N September 6,1996, Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak signed a watershed 
accord to revive the peace process and 
pave the way for talks on a final 
settlement. 

The accord was signed at the Red Sea 
resort of Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt, in 

Do You Know... 

Coca Cota defended itself in Europe as 
people had fallen ill after consuming its 
products in France and Belgium. It had 
to make the largest product recall in its 
history and blamed defective carbon 
dioxide and fungicide for the trouble. 
The European Commission criticised 
Coca Cola’s explanation. 


giving Palestinians a total of 40 per cent. 

Both sides also agreed not to commit 
"unilateral actions or take measures which 
could change the status of the West Bank 
and the Gaza Stnp". 

The two sides have also agreed to 
resume stalled negotiations on the 
permanent status of the Palestinian 
territories—covering the complex 
questions of the status of Jerusalem, water 
rights, refugees, Jewish settlements and 
final borders. Besides, construction of a 
new Port at Gaza will begin on October 1, 
1999 and on the same day a route will be 
opened to allow the Palestinians to travel 
across Israel between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Prime Minister Barak said that the 
negotiations on the final settlement 
should begin in five months and Imped to 


conclude them in a year, a timeline 
analysts consider to be too optimistic. 

The deal has already run into 
criticism from both Palestinian and 
Israel's hardline wing. 

INDONESIA 

East Timor votes for lado | mi h dow c o 

I N a referendum held on August 30, 
1999, under the United Nations 
Assistance Mission in East Timor 
(UNAMET) more than 78 per cent people 
voted for independence and rejected the 
other option of autonomy within 
Indonesia. 

The turnout for voting was 
impressive, despite intimidation by pro- 
Indonesia militia which wanted East 
Timor to remain as the 27th province of 
Indonesia, 

The vote came 23 years after 
Indonesia invaded and took over the 
territory after the former colonial master, 
Portugal, abandoned it. 

The result was followed by wide- 
scale violence in the capital city of Dilli. 
The Indonesian military openly joined the 
pro-Indonesia militia in what appeared to 
be a campaign to force thousands of 
people to flee the temtory. There were 
reports of Indonesian soldiers and 
militiamen marching screaming refugees 
at gunpoint and herding them onto trucks 
to drive them out of East Timor. 

Following the situation going 
completely out of control, Indonesia 
declared martial law on September 7, 

1999. However, the action was taken 
when the capital city had already become 
a ghost town, whose inhabitants had 
either fled or were fleeing. 

According to President Habibie of 
Indonesia martial law was required to be 
imposed to bring some semblance of 
peace to die region so that the control 
could be transferred to the UN. 

The UN, on its part, said that it will 
intervene if die situation worsens. At 
present, the intemationaheommunity is 
hoping that Jakarta will be able to 
normalise die situation. 

Clf-CHINA 

foami oa global (Moot 

R USSIAN President, Boris Visits to met 
his Chinese counterpart Jiang Zemin 
and other leaders, in the Kyrgya capital of 
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Bishkek, to assert more eastward-looking 
Russian policy. 

The Bishkek summit was the fourth 
gathering of the "Shanghai Five"—Russia, 
China, Kyigyztan, Kazakhstan and 
Tajikistan—so-called because they first 
met in 1996 in Shanghai, China, to resolve 
post-Soviet border and regional security 
issues. 

Considerable progress has been made 
in reducing military forces and 
demarcating the 7000 km border China 
shares with the former USSR, though 
Moscow and Beijing still dispute 
ownership of a few islands in the Amur 
river. 

In 1998, the five agreed to take 
common steps to fight threats to regional 
stability, including ethnic and religious 
extremism. Guerrillas infiltrating from 
Afghanistan have kept Tajikistan in a state 
of constant civil war, and armed Islamic 
extremists from the minority Uigur tribe 
have been active in Kyrgyzstan. 

Mr Yeltsin and his Chinese 
counterpart concentrated on global 
politics. The communique of their meeting 
was a thinly veiled attack on hegemonic 
policies of the United States and NATO 
and an appeal for a more open world 
order. 

Moscow is also feeling out 
possibilities for building a broader 
security alliance in the east, perhaps 
including China and India, as a counter 
balance to a more assertive and 
expansionist NATO in the West. 

TURKIY 


A little less than a week after a 

devastating earthquake struck Turkey 


Do You Knom» 

The expenditure on the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions has been increasing steadily over 
the years. H was just Rs 1.79 crore in 
1967 but in foe 1998 elections, foe 
country spent Rs 666.22 crate. From 
1980 to 1998, foe expenditure 
increased mote than 10 times, from Rs 
54.77 crate. The 1999 electing ate 
expected to cost the notion about Rs 800 


Economic News 


Aecoratog to foo r^rt. XktnwMtoinai: Transfers to Developing Nations, 
199M908Vfo9U$8oWi7,i WS&rilnyi^^ glob?, ifiguraairhcfet 30 

pfer cent higher than As nearest Gdmfeny. US sales ib foe developing 

nations accounted for $ 4.6 bittern of foe fotol figure, or'66 per cent. US arms pales 
accounted for 3t per cent df'tffeworid total. 

The Council for a Uveabfe Worid Ed^ that the $ 7.1. bMfon 


Sfews approved bytheSteteDepwtrt^ fofoeCfCSrepori 

because the State Department does not track Acenceefoaitreetfo in ectifol salefc. i/Wfo 
over $ 26 billion in sales licences issued . In 1998^ foe resulting' expats oduld 
potentially add more bifflons, giving foe US an Sven forger abate fof fo$ y^rparket. 

MrTbmCartitenone, director ofthe CouocfiEttocatioftf^ 

Transfer Project, pointed to the high value of sales to foe devefopfog-cdunfoes and 




the poor nations. • ^ 

The Congress has the power to vote to block arms sale* but it has never done 
so. 

Other majorafme dealers in 1998 included Oerafony {$ sifi bjfifon), France 
($;3 bitikm), Russia {$ 1.7 billion), and foe UK ($ 1.2 bHRon). 


on August 17,1999, more than 10,000 
bodies were recovered, but a United 
Nations relief official estimated that the 
death toll could go as high as 40,000. 

The quake jolted six provinces in 
Turkey's densely-populated and industrial 
northwest which has many urban centres. 

The epicentre of the quake was near 
the industrial city of Izmit, where 
maximum people were killed, most of 
them trapped inside huge apartment 
buildings that crumbled within seconds. 

In the aftermath of quake, Prime 
Minister Bulent Ecevit fired the governors 
of Yalova, Kocaeli and Sakarya, three of 
foe hardest-hit provinces. He said that 
they had proved unable to meet foe 
challenges posed by foe disaster. 

IUROM 

looks Military ta l opo orf oi u o Itom 
VI 

E UROPEAN nations, alarmed by the 
clear demonstration of US military 
superiority—first in the Gulf war and 
then against Yugoslavia—have called for a 
bigger effort in search of an "autonomous 
European defence". 

Several European countries have 
expressed concern about Europe's 
instability to carry out any sustained 
military action without technical and 


logistic support from USA. 

Foreign and defence ministers of foe 
15-nation European Union (EU) have time 
until foe end of foe year to draft 
recommendations on Europe's "capability 
for autonomous action backed by credible 
military forces". "To rely only on 
America's intelligence and analysis opens 
foe door to possible political 
manipulation". 

The Europeans are also complaining 
that during the Yugoslav war, the US 
shared its intelligence information on foe 
opponent on a highly selective basis. 

Separate conclusions reached by 
experts in France, Germany and Italy call 
for unifying segments of various national 
industries as one way to help speed up 
Europe's "military independence'. 

RUSSIA 

Now w p M i fo f Irwbfe In 


I N early August, separatist rebels in foe 
mountainous republic of Dagestan in ' 
the Northern Caucacus region of the 
Russian Federation seized several areas of 
the region and declared an independent 
Islamic Republic of Dagestan. 

The Shura of Dagestan, an Islamic 
council, which is not recognized by 
Moscow, sighed the independence 
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declaration. 

The separatists crossed over from the 
neighbouring republic of Chechnya and 
were led by rebel leader Shanil Basayur 
and others who have long fought Russian 
control raising the banner of Islam 

Chechnya had in 1994-% witnessed a 
similar conflict that ultimately led to a 
war with Russia, followed by an 
agreement that gave Chechnya greater 
autonomy. The separatist fire that was 
ignited in Chechnya has now spread to 
Dagestan. 

The insurgents are thought to be 
members ol the Wahhabi sect seeking to 
bring Dagestan under Islamic law A large 
number of Pakistanis are said to be 
assisting the rebels 

Moscow' reacted to the rebellion 
by sending in Russian forces to bomb 
the rebels in the mountains of 
Dagestan and in the area of Chechnya 
that are believed to be hideouts of the 
separatists 

This led to hundreds ot casualties 
and set off streams of refugees from the 
trouble-tom villages in Dagestan and 
Chechnya 

Given the nature of the territory, the 
rebels' determination, the ethnic and 
communal divide, the seriousness of 
economic problems, the breakdown of law 
and order, and possibility of support from 
Islamic mercenaries, a large-scale war is a 
distinct possibility 

The experts, however, warn that, no 
matter how the military operation turns 
out, Russia is repeating mistakes it has 
been making in the region for 
200 years 

By doing so, it risks a protracted 
cycle of turmoil in the non-Russian, non- 
Orthodox Christian Republics of the 
North Caucacus. This would ultimately 

Do You Know... 

There were 43 women members 
in the 12th Lok Sabha in 1998. 
This constituted 7.9%, the sec¬ 
ond highest proportion. The 
highest number of women were 
in the Eighth Lok Sabha (1984) 
when 44 women members were 
elected, constituting 8.1% of the 
total. 


Water scarcity may reduce food supply 

Increasing water shortage in many countries, including India, is threatening to 
reduce the global food supply by more than 10 .per cent, says the study by 
Washington-based World-watch Institute, left unaddressed, the shortage could lead 
to hunger, civil unrest and even wans over water. , 

Irrigation problems are wide-spread in the grain-growing regions of central and 
northern China, northwest and southern India, parts of Pakistan, much of the western 
U.S.A., North Africa, the West Asia and the Arabian peninsula. 

Though about 40 per cent of the world's food comes from Irrigated crop land, “the 
productivity of irngation is in jeopardy from the overpumping of ground water, the 
growing diversion of irrigation water to cities and build up of salts in the soli. 

Water tables are dropping steadily In several major food-producing regions as 
groundwater is pumped fester than nature can replenish. 

So much water is being diverted for irrigation and other human uses that major 
rivers like the Mallow in China, the Indus in Pakistan, the Ganga in India and the 
Colorado in USA, run dry for large portions of the year. 

The institute also blames rapidly growing world population as The mam reason 
behind the water shortage. 

The number of people living in water-stressed countnes is protected to climb 
from 470 million to 3 billion by 2025, 

With increase in population, the tension between water-shanng nations are 
bound to increase as in many parts of the globe no water-sharing agreement exists 
between sharing nations. 

To meet the future crisis the institute has proposed a “blue revolution” that would 
help boost water productivity, just as raising land productivity helped meet food needs 
during the last half of this century. 

Describing strategies of the “blue revolution”, a scientist says formers in India, 
Israel, Jordan, Spain and the U.S.A. have shown that dnp irrigation systems that 
delivers water directly to the crop roots can cut water use by 30 to 70 per cent and 
raise crop yields by 20 to 90 per cent 


lead to death of Russia's patchwork 
federalism 

Dagestan, unlike Chechnya, signed 
the Federal treaty that made it part of the 
Russian Federation in 1992. In earlier 
presidential and parliamentary elections, 
the people of Dagestan had voted against 
Yeltsin and his supporters 

Most of the region is culturally 
Islamic though like many mountain lands 
it is ethnically diverse. 

With the Soviet order gone and 
new Russian State incapable of 
addressing the growing economic 
malaise, or forging a common identity 
with its peoples, the region is now a 
powder keg. 

AFGHANISTAN 

(IN ItwHy C a wncl l t e n deai ui 
IMUmm 

U N Security Council members have 
condemned Afghanistan's Islamist 
Taliban movement for launching a new 


military offensive, and have demanded an 
immediate halt to all offensive otherwise 
economic sanctions will be imposed. 

Security Council President Martin 
Andiaba of Namibia urged the Taliban 
to resume political negotiations under 
the auspices of the United Nations, in 
line with commitments made at 
inconclusive talks held at Tashkant, the 
Uzbek capital. 

The Taliban, which controls most of 
Afghanistan, began a major offensive 
against Opposition's northern alliance led 
by Ahmed Shah Masood in July, 1999, 
which led to the massive enodus of 
civilian population from the Panjsher 
valley, which is still in control of anti- 
Taliban forces. 

While Taliban's opponents accuse it 
of being backed by Pakistan, Taliban 
accuses Iran, Russia, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan of aiding the opposition 
alliance. 

Without naming any country, the UN 
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Council expressed concern at "reports of 
massive foreign military assistance in 
support of the latest attacks" and called 
for an immediate end to all external 
interference. 

The Council, which has little direct 
leverage on foe situation in Afghanistan, 
and whose UN seat is still held by the 
anti-Taliban alliance, also condemned acts 
of violence against civilians^and 
demanded that foe Taliban respect human 
rights. 

Later, Pakistan strongly denied 
any involvement in the Afghan civil 
war, but admitted that some of its 
volunteers may be there fighting on 
behalf of Taliban. 

India warned the Security Council 
that the territories in Afghanistan 
occupied through military force by the 
Taliban have become a breeding ground 
for international terrorism 

Without naming any country, 
India's permanent representative to 
the UN, Kamlesh Sharma, told the 
Council that international terrorist 
groups find a safe haven in 
Afghanistan and the areas straddling 
its southern borders. 

HUMAN MONTS 

Mass gravas found in Bangladosh 

M ORE proof of large-scale massacre of 
Bangladeshis by Pakistan Army 
during the 1971 liberation war have been 
found with Bangladeshi troops digging 
out human remains and armament 
bearing Pakistani inscription from a newly 
discovered mass graves in suburbs of 
Dhaka. 

Workers involved in extension of 
Noon mosque in foe Mirpur area 
discovered the graves on July 31,1999,28 
years after war of Independence 
against Pakistan, provoking a public 



New hybrid vehicle Insight at the headquarters of Honda In Tokyo. The aluminium¬ 
bodied Insight is equipped with the new ultra-low fuel consumption 1.0 litre 
gesoline/electnc hybrid engine that achieves the world’s lowest fuel consumption of 35 
km per litre The car will be put on foe domestic market from November 1.1999 and will 
cost US $ 19,000 


outcry 

Using mine detector*., the army 
personnel and government woikers 
recovered heavy machine guns and other 
relics like bullets with inscriptions 
reading POF {Pakistan Ordnance 
Factory) and year of manufacturing, 
1964-66. Parts of weapons used by 
Bangladeshi freedom fighters were 
also recovered. 


HI 


Thousands taka fa sfraot 
to grafts! against Skarlof 
rogfma 

O N September 2,1999, tens of 
thousands of Opposition followers 


pressure 

Islamic groups have accused Sharief 
of a U-turn on a key policy on Kashmir by 
the past governments and betrayal of 
Muslim Militia groups waging guerilla 
war in Kashmir 

ARMS RACI 

Disarmament talks and in 
deadlock 

T HE final session of 1999 of the 66- 
nation Conference on Disarmament 
(CD) ended in a deadlock in Geneva, on 
September 7,1999, with no sign of 
progress on nuclear arms control 
negotiations. 

The world's mam multilateral 


Do You Know... 

The satellite phone network. Iridium 
Bled for bankruptcy protection and 
began talks on restructuring its debt into 
equity. The network has been struggling 
since it was launched as H was not able 
to get as many customers as it had pro¬ 
tected. 

— am .... .■—■i 


marched in Central I-ahore, calling on 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharief to step 
down. 

In the first of the three protests, 
traditional Opposition parties and 
hardline Islamic groups joined forces in 
one of foe biggest demonstrations since 
Sharief's election in 1997. 

The rally was basically in protest 
against withdrawal of guerillas from 
the strategic Kargil heights in the 
Kashmir region, un^er world 
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disarmament forum failed to break the 
impasse as the five recognised nuclear 
weapons States remained inflexible in 
their positions. 

The CD is bogged down in demands 
by some countries, including India, for 
comprehensive nuclear disarmament 
within a definite time-trame. The five 
nudear powers—the United States, 
Bntain, France, China and Russia— 
are insisting on a step-by-step 
approach. 









Current General Knowledge 

9 


ABBRIVIATIONS 

CBFC: Central Board of Film 
Certification 

FLAG: Fibre Optic Link Around the 
Globe 

KALI: Kiloampere Linear Injector 
TRIPS: Trade Related Intellectual 
Property Rights 

AWARDS 

Aijana Awards, 1999 

Athletics: Neelam J. Singh, Rachita 
Mistry, Siri Chand and Paramjit Singh; 
Body building: TV Pauly; Boxing: N.G. 
Dingko Singh; Cricket: Rahul Dravid 
and Nayan Mongia; Hockey (women): 
Pritam Rani and Omana Kumari; 
Hockey (men): Surjit Singh (posthu¬ 
mous), Baljit Singh Dhillon, Mohammed 
Riaz, Baldev Singh and M.K. Kaushik; 
Judo: Narender Singh; Kabaddi: Ashan 
Kumar and Biswajit Palit; Kho-Kho: 
Shoba Narayana; Physically handi¬ 
capped: Anju Dua and Ranjini 
Ramanujam; Shooting: Roopa 
Unnikrishnan and Manavjit Singh; 
Swimming: Bhanu Sachdeva; Tible 
Tennis: S. Raman; Weightlifting: Satish 
Rai; Wrestling: Kaka Pawar and Rohtas 
Singh Dahiya. 

Dronacharya Award, 1999 

Nargobind Singh and Bahadur Singh 
(both athletics) and Gurbux Singh 
Sandhu (boxing). 

Brawny Awards, 1999 

Param Vir Chakra: Capt Vikram 
Batra, Grenadiers Yogendra Singh 
Yadav and Manoj Kumar Pandey, and 
Rifleman Sanjay Kumar have been 
honoured with the country'9 highest 
gallantry award. 

Mahavir Chakra: Mahavir Chakra 
has been awarded to nine personnel, 
including six posthumously, for their 
heroic deeds during Operation Vijay in 


Kargil. The awardees are: Major Vivek 
Gupta, Major Padmapani Acharya and 
Capt Neikezhakua Kenguruse of 2 
Rajputana Rifles, Major Rajesh Singh 
Adhikafi of the mechanised infantry of 
18 Grenadiers, Capt Anuj Nayyar of 17 
Jat, Lt Keishing Clifford Nongrum of 12 
JAK Light Infantry (all posthumous) 
besides Major Sonam Wangchuk of 
Ladakh Scouts, Lt Balwan Singh of 18 
Grenadiers and Naik Digendra Kumar 
of 2 Rajputana Rifles. 

V 

Rajiv Gandhi KM Ratna Award, 
1999 

Ace athlete Jyotirmoyee Sikdar has been 
given the 1999 award. 

BOOKS 

Tha Company of Woman 

The new novel by Khushwant Singh is a 
commentary on Indian society and 
hypocrisy and contains Singh's brazen 
views on sex. 

The Groator Common Good 

Arundhati Roy's well-researched essay 
on big dams lays forth some compelling 
arguments against the construction of 
big dams. 

CYBIRSPACI 

fpoodlnf op Internal A w n — 

Many web surfers today spend more 
time staking at the status bar of thek 
web browsers than at web pages 
themselves, because downloading pages 
takes longer. 

It's no wonder that the acronym 
www has come to stand for "world wide 
wait". Delays inherent in surfing the 
web today don't just cost people time, 
but also money. 

But help is on the way in some 
parts of the world. In the US, 
"broadband" access solutions such 
as cable modems and Asymmetrical 


Digital Subscriber Lines (ADSL) are 
gaining popularity. Both increase 
Internet access by as much as 50 
times over today's fastest analogue 
modems. 

The introduction of abilene, or the 
"Internet 2", in the US promises a 
faster Internet. In Germany, foe Berlin- 
based association "German Research 
Network" (DFN) inaugurated a gigabit 
trial connection as early as 1997. The 
transfer rate of broadband research 
network (B-Win) was about 80 terabytes 
per month at the beginning of 1999, but 
five years from now the transfer rates 
may increase to 8,000 terabytes per 
month. 

Mow Rio Not was davolepad 

In 1969, hardly anybody was paying 
attention to Len Kleinrock's laboratory 
at the University of California, Los 
Angeles. Only about 20 people watched 
as two bulky computers were connected 
by a 5-metre grey cable and bits of 
meaningless test data silently flowed 
between them. 

The connection was the culmina¬ 
tion of years of research by Kleinrock 
and others in foe field of sharing 
information over a web of connected 
computers. TWenty-five years would 
pass before the Internet became a 
household word. 

The UCLA team of graduate 
students in 1969 included future 
Internet leaders like Vinton Cerf, who 
later helped create foe Internet's com¬ 
mon language, and the lute Jonathan 
Postel, who pioneered its address 
system. 

The idea grew from foe needs of foe 
defence department's advance research 
projects agency, or ARPA, which was 
formed after the Soviet Union's 1957 
launch of Sputnik, the first man-made 
satellite to orbit the Earth. 
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DINNCI 

ban vmpn for crlppllag 
hIisIIm 

The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC), Mumbai, is in the final stages of 
assembling a powerful electron accelerat¬ 
ing machine named Kali-5000 which can 
potentially be used as a beam weapon. 

Bursts of microwaves, packed with 
gigawatts of power (one gigawatt is 1000 
million watts) produced by this machine, 
when aimed at enemy missiles and 
aircraft, will cripple their electronics 
systems and computer chips and bring 
them down. 

According to scientists, "soft- 
killing" by high power micfowaves has 
advantages over the so-called laser 
weapon which destroys by drilling 
holes through metal. Kali-5000 is ex¬ 
pected to be ready for testing by the 
end of 1999. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 
Talooianlpalators to replace 
rebels 

Robot-controlled operations in nuclear 
installations will soon be made simple^ 
safer and faster by installing 
'telemanipulators', located at remote 
locations. 

Scientists from the lata Institute of 
Fundamental Research (TIFR), Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore, and the 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) 
are jointly working on building a 
I telemanipulator by fabricating a mobile 
platform horn a radio-ethemet con¬ 
nected system based on die concept of 
'telepresence'. 

'Telepresence' is an extension of the 
concept of video conferencing, where 
the participants can control die view of 
the remote environment presented to 
them. 

The remote operations involve 
assembling, dismantling and dextrous 
maintenance and could be effectively 
used to remotely pilot vehicles. The 
whole effort was to avoid cumbersome 
wires which are normally used in robot- 
>cs. Transparency of operations is im¬ 
proved by incorporating several sensory 
signals like visual, audio, tactile and 
virtual reality stimulator. 


Telepresence also finds application 
in various areas, including the creation 
of virtual laboratory, environments and 
classrooms thus allowing foe people to 
explore remote (possibly hazardous) 
locations. 

OIL 

Oil strode In RainiHian 

Oil was struck near Barmer in Ra)asthan 
on August 16,1999. About 2,000 barrels 
of oil started flowing from foe well 
drilled by a consortium of Shell India 
and Cairn Energy. 

The discoveiy is in a new area called 
foe Sanchor basin and is expected to make 
foe entire basin in Rajasthan and Gujarat 
more attractive for further exploration. 

This is foe first find by a private 
international oil company under foe 
system of offering blocks offered by foe 
government. 

India's first daop viator discovery 

Prospects of deep water oil exploration in 
India have brightened with foe Oil and 
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) striking 
oil in a well in foe Krishna-Godavari 
offshore area. This is foe first deep-water 
find in foe country. Oil exploration 
beyond a depth of 200 metres falls in foe 
deep-water category. Indian deep waters 
are estimated to have huge oil reserves— 
eight billion tonnes. Of this, foe Krishna- 
Godavari offshore alone is estimated to 
have three billion tonnes. 

At present, India's own crude oil 
production can take care of only about 
one-third of the country's needs. The 
country spends Rs 25,000 crore to Rs 
30,000 crore, or about one-sixth of its 
import bill, on oil imports every year. 
This has been foe largest single com¬ 
ponent of the country's import bill. 

The only hope of improving the 
country's oil sufficiency lies in deep¬ 
water discoveries. 

PERSONS 
Sfkdar, JyoHnooyo 

Athlete Jyotirmoyee Sikdar, foe winner 
of Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award for 
1999, produced a grand display at foe 
Bangkok Asian Games in December 1998 
and had landed a golden double in the 


800 m and 1500 m and a silver in the 
4x400 m relay. She is foe ninth person to 
receive foe award. 

PLACES 

Ballary 

The constituency in Karnataka which 
was foe electoral battleground between 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi and 
BJP's Sushma Swaraj on September 5, 
1999. It saw foe highest-ever voter 
turnout: 69.78 per cent. The highest 
earlier was 67.5 per cent in 1967. 

Torkay 

The scene of a major earthquake, which 
struck on August 17,1999, killing more 
than 40,000 people. International relief 
teams rushed in a rescue effort and tried 
to free thousands of people buried under 
rubble in north-west of foe country. The 
tremor also set off a fire at foe country's 
biggest oil refinery 

PROJECTS 

Largest Hf vr habitat to be 
created 

The Ministry of Environment and Forests 
is planning to create foe largest tiger 
habitat in foe country, covering more 
than 5,000 square kilometres, in central 
India. 

The mega tiger reserve is to be 
built by creating new tiger reserves and 
linking old ones India has 60 per cent 
of foe global tiger population A recent 
decision of foe government to declare 
Satpura Bori and Panchmarhi in 
Madhya Pradesh as tiger reserves 
would provide an important link 
between Melghat Tiger Reserve in 
Maharashtra and foe Kanha Project 
Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, 
making this entire belt into a large tiger 
reserve. 

Project Tiger, which was started in 
1973, initially with nine project areas, 

now has 25 Project Tiger Reserves in foe 

country with about 30,000 sq km under 

it. If India is to have about 4,000 tigers 
(at present there are about 3300 of 

which 1,600 are within tiger reserves) 
then there should be at least 60,000 » 

square kilometres under foe Tiger 
I Project. 












RESEARCH 
Wafar-fhin solar colls 

Solar cells that are thinner than a human 
hair and can be moulded to fit any 
surface have been created by American 
researches 

The cells, developed at the Uni¬ 
versity of I londa, can he produced far 
more cheaply than existing solar 
panels, which hav e to be made from 
wafers of expensive semiconducting 
materials 

bolar cells need large amounts of 
expensive semiconducting material, 
which is formed into wafer- similar to 
those used to make computer chips The 
panels are also heav y and difficult to 
move 

The new panels arc made by plac 
mg an extremely thin film of a new 
material called copper indium diselenide 
(CIS) onto a base surface such as plastic 
or glass 


And now. E-paper 

An American company is investing 
millions of dollars in a new v\ riting 
material that might start chipping 
away at paper's supremacy Electronic 
paper, known as e-paper, is described 
as a paper thin digital display sheet 
that vou can fold up and tit in \our 
pockt t 

Invented by scientists at Xerox, the 
photocopier company, e-paper is a 
hybrid of computer hi-tech and ordinary 
paper Not only can you crumple it, 
i rease it and write on it, but the text can 
be revised and re-arranged like words on 
a laptop screen 

Using a "gyricon" sheet, a layer of 
transparent rubber as thin as a piece of 
paper, e paper uses millions of small, 
randomly scattered beads—like toner 
particles—to create tact and images 

Ibe beads are able to switch quickly 
from wiutp to black or dark blue, de¬ 
pending on which of the sides is facing 
upwards when electrical voltage is 
applied 


SPACE 

jeffc* M days of Mir 

fphe but Pranco-Ru9sian team of 

}' - 
IaJWcSi » 


earth, bringing to an end the ageing 
Russian space station's 13 years of 
adventure 

Mtr s achievements take pride of 
place in the history of Soviet space 
travel, second only to the great tech 
! nological and diplomatic coup of 
1 making Yuri (.agarin the first man in 
space in 1961 The space station sent 
103 people into orbit, including 62 
foreigners Russian Valenty Poliakov 
holds the space endurance record, 
having spent 13 months on aboard 
Mir 

At an annual cost ot $ 250 million, 

I the Mir station has now become an 
expensiv e luxury for c ash-strapped 
I Russia, which is also a key player in 
1 the planned International Space Sta- 
I hon (ISS) which will cost $ 300 million 
| per year A months long search for 
private funding has yielded nothing 
I Rei ent missions hav e been plagued by 
technical glitches as Mir s ageing 
' technology and hardware become less 
! reliable 

A team will spend a month on 
| board from I ebruary 2000 their sole task 
to prepare to sw mg the space station out 
I of its regular orbit That team will return 
to earth in late March 

Mir will be taken out of its orbit at 
I the end of April and will dismtegratc 
upon re entry to the earth's atmosphere 
above the Pacific Ocean 

| Century's lost solar eclipse 

The last solar eclipse of the 20th century 
swept towards the English mainland on 
August 11,1999—but bad weather 
marred the early moments of one of 
nature's greatest spectaculars 

The eclipse began when the 
-.hadow of the moon completely 
covered the sun off Canada's East 
C oast near Nova Scotia, and started a 
three hour long, 2 400 km an hour rate 
across the Atlantic Ocean Turope, the 
Middle East and the Indian sub¬ 
continent 

The eclipse ended when the sun set 
in the Bay of Bengal off India at about 
1230 GMT, by which tune an estimated 
two billion people had cautiously gazed 
skywaids 


MISCELLANY 

Smart cards ara coming 

India will soon be among the first 
countries to start using smart caid-based 
payment applications The operational 
and technical standards for implement 
ing such a system have been fmdliscd by 
the Indian Insbtute of Technology (ITT), 
Mumbai, and Institute for Development 
and Research in Banking Technology 
(IDRBT), Hyderabad 

A smart card offers enormous 
flexibility and can be used for debit, 
credit or cash applications The coie of 
the card is a microprocessor or chip 
(which is also the core of the PC) 
which can store data and perfoim 
operations on it In shoi t, payment 
applications are only the tip of the 
iceberg—railway reseivation, driving 
licence, medical information and host 
of other applications can be done 
using smart cards 

Smars or Smart Card Rupee System 
project was initiated on December 1996 
by a core group comprising RBI, IDRBT 
and IIT, Mumbai, to test and define 
standards for smart card based payment 
applications The project has 16 partneis 
including three Indian companies— 
Aplab, CMS Computer, HCI —apart 
from mulhnabonal vendors like Venfone 
and Schlumberger 

ATM network planned 

In January 2000, the Indian banking 
sector is set to witness a major revolu¬ 
tion Suvdhan or the Mumbai-based ATM 
network introduced by die Indian Banks 
Association (IBA) would be spread all 
over India with a combined network of 
more than 500 ATMs 

Hie "anywhere banking" concept, 
which is currently being practised by 
only a handful of first generation pnvatr 
sector banks and some foreign ones, 
would be available Wall the banks 
registered with IBA 

According to the 'anywhere bank 
mg' concept, any bank customer can 
withdraw cash from any bank's ATM 
irrespective of whether the person is a 
customer of that particular bank or not ( 
He can do so at*B AtM ifa* *P wad 
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Sports 


GAMES 

Southeast Aslan Games 

Thailand were crowned champions of 
the 10th Southeast Asian Games held at 
Bandar Seri Begawan. Malaysia finished 
second and Indonesia third. The next 
games will be held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, in 2001 

CHESS 

World Chon Championship 

Grandmaster Alexander Khalitman of 
Russia became the 14th World Chess 
Champion beating grandmaster 
Vladmir Akopian of Armenia in the 
final. He became the third world 
champion from Russia, after Anatoly 
Karpov and Garry Kasparov, in the last 
quarter century. 

CRICKET 

Now Zoalaad-Eeglaad Tost Sorlos 

New Zealand beat England by 83 runs 
in the fourth Test at The Oval, claiming 
a 2-1 series victory. Fngland lost their 
last 8 wickets for 39 in just 105 
deliveries and 77 minutes. It was a big 
setback for Nasser Hussain in his first 
series as captain of England team. 

CYCLE POLO 

lirtomatlooal Championship 

The Indian team put up a stupendous 
show, winning the 2nd International 
Cycle Polo Championship held in 
Vancouver, Canada. Led by Shiv Kumar, 
the team won all the five league 
matches in the six-nation competition 
India beat Scotland 10-4, Canada 8-3, 
Mexico 12-4, South Africa 11-4 and the 
US 11-5. The fowls were played 
between India and USA. 

FOOTBALL 

Confedorotfoos Gey 

Mexico beat Brazil 4-3 46 win the 
Confed«r«tk» 0 'C^ hdd4n Mexico city 


Miguel Zepeda broke a second-half tie 
with his second goal to help Mexico 
claim the title. 

GOLF 

PGA Championship 

Tiger Woods beat Sergio Garcia to win 
the 81st PGA Championship held at 
Medinah (Illinois) It was a most 
dramatic back-nine duel in the 
tournament history. 

SHOOTING 

Bonarlck trap invitation 

competition 

Mansher Singh finished first in the 
Benerick trap invitation competition 
held at Lonato, Italy Mansher went into 
the final at 190 out of 200, tying with 
two other Italian shooters, but won in 
the tie-shoot. 

SWIMMING 

Asia-Pacific Championships 

Chinese Taipei were runaway winners 
at the 13th Asia-Pacific Swimming and 
Diving Championships held at New 
Delhi, with a collection of 46 gold, 51 
silver and 39 bronze medals. Thailand 
was at the second place, with 21 gold, 9 


silver and 13 bronze medals, while 
Hong Kong finished thud. China and 
South Korea were fourth and fifth, 
respectively. 

India won 4 gold, 18 silver and 26 
bronze medals and was at the sixth 
place 

TABLE TENNIS 
World Tablo Taaals 
Chaaiplonshlps 

The Chinese team lifted the 45th World 
Table Tennis Championships held at 
Eindhoven (Netherlands) with all 5 
gold and silver medals Leu Guoliang 
became the new men's champion and 
Wang Nan the women's singles 
champion. She also took the doubles 
crown with Li Ju. 

TENNIS 

ATP Champioashlps 

Pete Sampras beat Patrick Rafter 7-6, 
(9-7), 6-3 in the ATP Championship held 
at Mason for his 60th tournament title 
Sampras has won 22 consecutive 
matches and four tournaments, 
including the Queen's Cup and 
Wimbledon in the second longest streak 
of his career. 
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WHO'S U i !<:’ 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed, Elected Etc 


S.R. Nathan: He has been appointed 
Singapore's sixth elected President. 

Mike Moore: He has been appointed 
as the new Chief of die 134-member World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). He belongs to 
New Zealand. 

S.K. Gupta: He has been appointed 
Chairman and Managing Director of 
Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd (VSNL). 

Resigned 

Sergei Stepashin: Prime Minister of 


AUGUST 

11—Pakistan fires a missile at an IAF 
helicopter carrying journalists to the 
site of the wreckage of the downed 
Pakistan Navy's Atlantique aircraft in 
the Runn of Kutch in Gujarat. The 
missile misses the helicopter. 

—President K.R. Narayanan issues a 
notification for holding elections for 
146 Lok Sabha seats on September 5, 
1999. 

17—A major earthquake strikes north-west 
Turkey, killing thousands of people. 

—India unveils draft nuclear policy, 
which states that it will never be the 
first one to use nuclear weapons 
against any country and that the 
power of nuclear strike would be 
vested in the Prime Minister. 

31—Big numbers of East Timorese defy 
threats and turn out to cast their 
ballots in a UN sponsored 
referendum. 

SEPTEMBER 

2—A Roman Catholic priest is killed and 
another injured by a gang in Jamabani 
village in Orissa's Mayurbhanj 
district. 

—India requests Pakistan to return six 
members of its patrol team which had 
gone missing since the night of 
August 29/30 in the Turtuk sector in 
J&K. 


Russia. 

Dalit Ezhilmalav. Union Minister of 
State for Health. 

Distinguished Visitors 
K. Tokev: Kazakhstan Deputy 
Prime Minister and Finance 
Minister. 

Died 

]ai Krishna: former president of the 
International Association of Earthquake 
Engineering. 


—N. Maniekathasan, Vice President of 
PLOTE is killed in a bomb blast 
suspected to have been triggered off 
by the LTTE in the northern town of 
Vavunia in Sri Lanka. 

3— Skirmishes continue between Indian 
and Pakistani troops along the LoC 
in Turtuk sector in J&K. 

4— Three Lakshar-e-Toiba militants are 
killed as army commandos storm a 
government building in Handwara in 
north Kashmir to rescue two 
Intelligence Bureau and three BSF 
men taken hostage. 

—Nine Indian soldiers are killed and 
12 others injured in heavy Pakistani 
shelling on an Indian post along the 
Line of Control (LoC). 

5— The first phase of polling in the Lok 
Sabha and assembly elections are held 
amid sporadic incidents of violence 


that claim four lives. 50 per cent 
voting is reported. 

—East Timorese vote decisively for 
independence from Indonesia. But, 
arson, murder, chaos, flight and 
general mayhem threaten to 
devastate the world's newest nation. 

—Top police official, 33-year-old A1G of 
Police (Welfare and Sports), Mr 
Umesh Chandra, is shot dead by 
Naxalites of the outlawed Peoples' 
War Group (PWG) at die busy Sanjiva 
Reddy crossroads m the heart of 
Hyderabad. 

6— Israel and Palestine sign the 
landmark agreement for imple¬ 
menting the stalled Wye Accord, 
breathing life into the fro/ed Middle 
East peace process. 

7— Indonesia declares martial law in East 
Timor after hundreds of people are 
killed and thousands force to flee 
following riots. 

10—Indonesia says no to a UN force for 
peace keeping in East Timor region. 


Baichung Bhutia: The first 
Indian to play professional soccer 
league in England. 

Steve Randall: Australian 
cricket umpire, who has been jailed 
for four years for 15 sexual assault 
charges against young girls. He 
was held guilty of fondling and 
molesting girls aged 10-12 years 
while he taught in a school in If* 
Tasmania town of Burak, between 
1981 and 1982. 
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GRADUATES 


HERE IS YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY - 


SxBANKP.O. RECRUITMENT 

We can help you to become a BANK P. 0. 


Banking: 

A Rewarding Career 

Nearly 1000 Probationary Officers 
are recruited every year by Banks inw 
in India. This avenue of direct recruitment 
as Probationary Officers in Banks offers a 
promising career for bright young people 
today. Any graduate between 21 and 28 
years can apply for the post. The lob brings 
a handsome remuneration, security of 
service and lob satisfaction. The work 
content Is rich and varied. Today, in our 
State-sector Banks, our social ideals find 
a dynamic expression. Bank lobs, therefore 
offer the opportunity and the challenge to 
participate In shaping our nation's future. 
And since liberalisation of the Indian 
economy In 1991, Banking Industry has 
come face-to-face with multi-dimensional 
challenges and opportunities. The new 
goals set for the Banking Industry demand 
high quality personnel with strong 
capabilities for shouldering a broad 
spectrum of critical responsibilities. 


Selection on 
Merit through |£5 

Competitive Exams: 


When vacancies of Probationary 
Officers are declared at intervals of 
almost every three months by one Bank 
or another, large numbers apply for 
them and appear for the Intensely 
competitive exams based on general 
intelligence tests. Standards of 
evaluation are most rigorous and Impartial. 
The percentage of success is lower than 
0.5%. Therefore, every single additional 
mark that you can get becomes Important. 
A provenly competent, specialised and 
thorough coaching becomes a MUST. 


vOur Professional 
'Commitment: 

We coach In regular 
classes In Maharashtra, Goa, "i j 
Karnataka, T.N., Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala, Bihar, West Bengal, U.P., M.P., 
Rajasthan, Orissa and by POSTAL 
TUITION throughout India for objective 
and descriptive tests of PO exams. All 
subjects - (1) Reasoning (logical, 
verbal, non-verbal) (2) Quantitative 
Aptitude (3) General Awareness and 
Current Affairs (4) English Language 
(5) Descriptive tests comprising 
comprehension, analysis and 
expression of views on given situation 
are covered exhaustively. Specialised 
practice books on all subjects covering 
thousands of typical and actual exam 
questions are supplied in the Course. 
These books are not sold to others. 
“THE COURSE IS UPDATED MONTH 
AFTER MONTH.”lnterview coaching 
is given free to all students who 
emerge successful in the written Tests. 


| WttHl TO 
Ikmool or 
mwonc & 



NSB's Faith in 
Specialisation: 


National School of —g ;—V 

Banking, headquartered 
at Mumbai, was founded 
twenty-one years ago as a specialised 
Institute providing coaching mainly 
for BANK RECRUITMENT exams - of 
POs and of Clerks. It has grown rapidly 
and Is now the largest pre-recruitment 
Training Institute In the country. 
Our continuous research and 
ongoing study of objective and 
descriptive exam question papers and 
patterns have contributed to our 
present pre-eminence as the 
CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR BANK 
RECRUITMENT TRAINING. A 
computer network Is used to prepare 
study materials in General Awareness. 


Success Earned ' i wsKjSr 
is Success Deserved: 

Our offices are located 
In Maharashtra. Goa. Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Bihar, 
West Bengal, U.P., M.P., Rajasthan and 
Orissa but our successes have been 
noted across the country. Help and 
recognition have come from everywhere 
and In abundance. Test after test, literally 
hundreds of our students join the 19 
Nationalised Banks, State Bank, 
Associate Banks, LIC, 

GIC, RBI as Officers. The subjects, 
syllabus, pattern of tests and examining 
body (IBPS) for all these exams 
are same. Naturally, we have a single 
common BANK RECRUITMENT 
PROBATIONARY OFFICER (BRPO) 
COURSE for all these exams. Success- 
oriented students join the Course well 
in advance of the Test and benefit by 
our step-by-step and exhaustive 
coaching. Admissions are open round 
the year and are given on first-come- 
first served basis. JOIN NOW AND 
PREPARE FOR A RICH AND 
REWARDING CAREER. For details of 
our special BRPO COURSE, please 
contact personally or write today with 
Rs. 10f- P.O./M.O. to : 

® The Director, 

National School 
of Banking 

„ . (Esld. 1978) 

Head Office. 

Indian Education Society Campus, 

Babrekar Marg. Off Gokhale Road (North), 

Oadar, Mumbai - 40002 8. __ 

BRANCHES/PHONE Nos.: Dadar-446993». 
4466280, 4465411, Fort-2046416, 2046436, 
Glrgaum-3695984, Thane-5421905, Andherl- 
6212088, Borlvll-8086136, Domblvll- 
(911)475727, Pune-5532615, 5532234, 

Kolhapur-523616, Nagpur-529408, Akola- 
421014, Aurangabad-353110, Naslk-574943, 
Sangll-374085, Margao-732863. Belgaum, 
Hyderabad-3201246, 3201015, Vl/ayawada- 
475872, Vlsakhapatnam-541628, Tlrupatl- 
27512, Patna-231727, Calcutta- 2362566 
Lucknow-389505, Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi- 
361998, Jaipur-381851, Bhopal-270056, 
Bangalore-55934 77, Chennai-4343329, 
Madurai-744358, Thlruvanthapuram-462116, 
Cochin-361563. Fax - Mumbai .(022)4448192. 
E-mail: ekthakurOglasbm01.vsnl.net.In 


During the last 21 years, we have helped over 7100 students to secure 
jobs in Banks as Probationary Officers. We can definitely help you. 


JOIN NOW AND PREPARE YOURSELF FOR 
475 PROBATIONARY OFFICER VACANCIES IN 

STATE BANK OF INDIA (Exam to be held on 13.2.2000). 








* 


'* 


* 


VOLUMI41 ■ Um.4 



EDITOR 
' OPKHANNA 

ASSOCIATE EDnrOR 

DDKHANNA 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
SHEKHAR Sum 
OK. SETH 
lit SON 
SUOHA (OHM 
VINODMABHOK 
□INESH KUMAR 
DR RK MAHAJAN 
MANRAJSNGH 
PREET1BHUTANI 
VAKnKASRNASWVA 


COVER DESIGN LAYOUT 

CORE COMMUNICATIONS, CHANDIGARH 
PICTURE COUTRSY-AFP 

ARTWORK 

DO GRAPHIC STUDIO 

SOLE ADVT. CONCESSIONERS 

IMU. MEDIA SERVICES 
llrtTLSHTNA HOUSE, 

NEW MOOT NNSAR.NMYDRHI-110015 
TBkGMX MSSSN 

DIRECTOR ADVERTISEMENT 

MS.MUL 

TH0AX.OII-SMSSW 

SUSSCR1PTTON RATES 

TEARS! lb moot HALF TEAM Id I31X 
PAYMENT MUST EE ABUTTED ST M.Q. OR 
RANK DRAFT CHEQUES AND IPOt. ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 


OTHE CO MP ETITI ON MASTER 

contents ortramlGion op conTms 
NET HOT omwccuop WANT MAHNB 
WITHOUT FNORFSAMESON. 


» 

t 


moNiuw^iiM woumwiw 

VISIT US ON INTERNET 

r nunn 


PREITIR nr BR EMAMnR mo fVEUMD *T BA 

»WMA ON EWWUFOPCWMDRIA PREMUD AND 

prmtedat CHMRBU PRIBlUO and mum 

FRON C H ANDRA PEIIi UORT O IANDKA PEEM 
in m «uml ***■ , rummiM 

hNHVIIMM ^mbmhri 

Brm.«AJ*UNMA 1 


i« 



V// 


Editorial 

Hitting Boiow tho Bolt! 


''"v? J ' 





Essay 

Globalisation and Culture 



Cover Feature 

Elections '99: NDA returns _ . „ 

stronger ***** WorU 




E-Commerce : The New 
Wave—Part I 


EEk fht Jh. 

I ‘'Jill 

__ n 

Epecial Feature 

The Tragedy of East Timor ^ 

' Personality Development 

Make life a fine art 




Article 

Role of Human 
Resources in Economic 
Development of India 



In Lighter Vein 

Verbal Volleys 

m 




Debate 

Should the Lok Sabha 
have a fixed tenure? 



Career 

Civil Services Examination: 
Answer to your FAQs-l 


Cover Etory Contest 

Consolation prizes 

Regulars 

QUIZ 

Gamral Studies Scrm 
TbsIs of Reasoning 
OMcrlpthrt Questions 
Essay Writing 
Quantitative Aptitude 
Objectiv e English 
General Awareness 
improve tour worn nwwr 



MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 
MOCK-CAT 99 Paper 


Quustionlaic 
Readers' Forum 
This Month Yesterday 
Admission Alert 
Notes on Current Affairs 
Current G.K. 


340 
313 

341 
310 

344 
324 
321 
319 

345 
307 
300 
290 
312 
243 
371 
331 


Who's Who A fronts 


.If.*- < 


334 


d 

















The best two letters of the month appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue 
You can also e mail your response to tott«n®e«in|MtltloiHnntor.eoin. The decision 
of the Editor will be final 



ARE DAMS NECESSARY? 


Government agencies thrust development projects on the 
people without considering die needs of die local people. Thus, 
people have to make do with what others think is good for them 
Development is not a one-time or esoienc activity It must promote 
happiness and prosperity among the marginalised sections of 
society. 

[itu Changmm 
Joriut, Assam 

SEPARATE ECONOMY PROM* 
POLITICS 

We have faced a general feeling of lethargy for the past few 
months and it now appears that things may be looking up 
However, companies must not make the same mistake they did 
earlier, of overestimating the middle dam and riding on a feeling 
of over optimism. At the same time, there is urgent need to 
separate economy from politics so that foe economy does not 
suffer on account of games played by politicians. 

Shekhar Acharya 
Chennai 


KARGIL—AN 
ANALYSIS 

Our soldiers deserve 
infinite salutations but it was 
disappointing to see politicians 
making Kargil an election issue 
The war brought out the best 
and the worst in us 

Ashtm Kumar Kar 
Rourkela, Oriisa 

ARE BIG DAMS 
NECESSARY? 

There has been a complete 
turnaround in Punjab and 
Haryana because of the Bhakra 
Dam it also provides drinking 
water to a number of cities 
Small dams are aii right, but they 
cannot provide electricity or 
irrigation to large areas And, 
they also displace people So, in 
the larger interest of the nation, 
we can only ensure less painful 
displacement by giving 
maximum possible assistance 
and compensation 

R Pandya 
mewed oia e-mail 

Dams are temples of 
modem India They are necessary 
for irrigation Technical people 
should come forward and 
explain their advantages A 
layperson's arguments should 
not be accepted 

B Gancsh, Anantapur 
mewed via e-mail 

Tehrt dam must be stopped 
for many reasons As the river is 
changing course, there will be 
massive silting up The life of the 
project would be reduced and it 


will be able to produce less than 
half ot the projected electricity 
There will also have to be large- 
scale resettlement of the people 
If past expedience is to go by, this 
will be done in a half-hearted 
way 

Dick Wechter 
received via e mail 


TRADITION AND 
MODERNITY 

There has always been a 
conflict between tradition and 
modernity Tradition paves 
way for modernity Modernity 
should take the best out of 
tradition and simplify it 
further for the good of society 
On the other hand, many 
wrongly believe that 
modernity means leaving aside 
tradition merely for the sake of 
modernity 

Rimjhtni Prtyadarshmi 
Jamshedpur, Bihar 

Tradition is collective 
memory. Without memory, life 
loses its meaning Tradition 
ensures the continuity of norms 
and values It ensures one's 
identity Modernity is change 
Hence, both tradition and 
modernity are essential m life 
Dtph Sahoo 
Bhubaneshwar, Orissa 

HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

REPORT 

The UNDP's Human 
Development Report points out 


many inequalities in the world 
For example, it states that the 
world's 200 richest people have 
increased their income by $ 602 
billion in the last four years. This 
means they have been earning 
at the rate of $ 500 per second 
At the same time, more than 13 
billion people do not have access 
to clean drinking water Such 
inequalities do not augur well 
for the stability of the world 
system 

Ankatt Ghosh 
Calcutta 

CM FEATURES 

I am an engineer preparing 
for dvil services. The 


Competition Mastfr has helped 
me a lot tn my preparation The 
questions selected are excellent 
The answers are very impressive 
and make foe basics very clear 
Your magazine is thus very 
bankable. 

Krishnamurthy V. Hegde 
Belgaum, Karnataka 

I like reading The 
Competition Mast ex. It helps me 
grow up into a better man. But I 
And one aspect missing, There 
should be a crossword puzzle fo 
help students crack their brains 
it will also help in improving 
our vocabulary. * 

Sam Say 

Afantol, West Stngnl 
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1 -THE INNOVATORS 


1/11” ft I Estd. 1978—The March is On 

tlllr lYI I o -THETREND SETTERS 


DGP BOOKS FOR HELPING YOU DON 
UNIFORM AS COMMISSIONED OFFICER 


Do you have a burning desire to become an 

ARMY / AIRFORCE / NAVY OFFICER? 

Are you appearing In April, May 2000 NBA, HA/CDS Exam. 1 
Are you prepared to slog It out and not tight shy? 

Are you looking tor good, reliable, authentic study material 
to help you achieve your target? 

It yes, procure the following Books, which are also 



1. NDA EXAM. KIT RS. 275 

For Admission to Arm/, Navy & Airforce wings of 
NDA ANaval Academy (Executive Branch) 

2. CDS EXAM. KIT RS. 275 

For Admission to: I.MA, Naval Academy, Air Force & 
Offlcere’D’aining Academy 






• Model Papers Based on PrevlousYeers' Papers (with 
Answers/Solutions) • English— Practical English 
Grammar, Common Errors, Prepositions, Compre* 
hension & Vocabulary • General Knowledge— 
SCIENCES. HUMANITIES • Mathematics— All 
Branches covered 

3. DGP Kit of MATHEMATICS for NOA Exam. Ra.150 
e Comprehensive coverage of all topics Arithmetic, 
Mensuration, Algebra, Trigonometry, Geometry and Statistics 

4. DGP KM of MATHEMATICS tor CDS Exam. Rs.150 
• Comprehensive coverage of all topics Arithmetic, 
Mensuration, Algebra, trigonometry. Geometry end Statistics. 

5. DGP EN j iSH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs.135 
MM a Fits Copy of Common Errors in Engtsh tangusgs 
Thorough Explanation of Beale Concepts, Solved 
Examples A Exercises for practtca. AH Anawen 
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idee. AH Anawere given. 
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7. fPSHKIt torSSCY COMBINED 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION RsA 

FOR GRADUATE LEVEL RECRUfTmTTS 
of Assistants, Inspectors of Central Excise, Income Tut, 
In CBi/CPOk Dfvlelonet Acoountante etc. 
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DGP BOOKS FOR BANK P.Q. EXAM., M.B.A. & 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT ADMISSION TESTS 


1. H Diamond Kit for BANK P.0. EXAM. Rl 290 
For State Bank of India A other Nationalised Banks 

Comprehensive Coverage of 

• Test of Reasoning (Logical, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data 
Interpretation • English Language (Practical English Grammar, 
Common Errors, Word rawer etc) e General Awareness (Ail aspects 
of G K )• Quantitative Aptitude (Number System, Graphs, Tabulation 
of Data, Mensuration etc ) e Descriptive English (Short Essays, 
Propositions etc ) • Model Papers (Five Sets-wtth Answers/Solutions} 
based on Previous Wars' Papers 

2.09)0 tor HOTEL MANAGEMENT Rs.390 

For Admission to Degrae/DIploma Courses 

S. IDGPl Diamond Kit for M.B A. R&390 

For Admission Tests of I.I.M. (CAT), MAT, 

FMS, XLRIA Other Institutet/UnivarsKies 

DGP Diamond KM for M.B.A. & Hotel Management Admission 
Tests comprehensively cover • English Language (Practical 
English Grammar, Common Errors, Comprehension, Vbcabulary etc) 

• Intelligence A Reasoning (Logical, Verbal, Non-Verbal), Data 
Interpretation • Bade Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry Co-ordinate Geometry Matrices, Calculus) • Basle 
Mathematics Review containing 500 M e m ory Plus Practical Tips 
•Arithmetic (Number System, Graphs.febulottonof Data, Msns u ration 
etc) • General Knowlodgo/Gontro) Science • Business and 
Management Q.K., Current Affairs • Modal Papon (Five Sets- 
wtth AnswenfSolutlons) based on PrevioueVean’Papera 

4 [DGP] ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs.138 

Whh e bee copy of Common Errors In Enghih Language 

5 INTELLIGENCE A REASONING Rs.150 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE (Logical, Verbal & Non-Veibal) 

6. [DGP] DATA INTERPRETATION COURSE Rs.120 
7 [DGP] PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS 
tor Ba nk P.0. Examination Rs. 75 

8. fDGP] Kit of QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE Rs.150 

Wkh a hoe copy ol "OOP A New Approach of Numerical AbUty" 
e Comprehensive coverage ol tH topics Including Number Systems, 
Commarcel Arithmetic, Msnsumbon, Data Sufficiency and Dais WsrpreWicn 

9. [MS Kit of MATHEMATICS Rs.150 

For CAT {I.I.M.S"), MAT A MBA Admission Tmts 

pf Ail Loading Institutes / Univsraitios. 

• Comprehensive covsrags of all topics Arithmetic, Mensuration, 
Algebra, Trigonometry Geometry Coordinate Geometry Statistics, Dale 




Salient Features of DGP Books 
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or Thorough extensive coverage 
”■ Reader frisndly Tabular prasantatlon. Formulas, Tips, 
Techniques given for easy grasp and quicfwr solutions. 
•* Detailed explanatory notes. Plenty of solvsd examples A 
exercises fdr practice. 

^ Modal Papen with complete SotutiqndHInte ftporporaflty 
questions from PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS. 
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Hopefully, tile new government will last out Itsfufftiemi end usher 
in stability that we need so much. The new govermuentaiso must 
take up economic'^flrinNs in earnest can be 

achieved. We bavebeenunderacWeverstoo Jongand. need to 
shake off ouistettiargy^ \ % ■';' : r ■; &£\ ' 

Regular readers of Tms CtotiemiON Master; wouWhavenoticedthe 
changes in til# fane. We hav^ertlctecf mor^ colour 
pages and pictures to make it more lively and interesting. Our 


more appealing. We are 
hearing your comments 


'at- home endsaod tousfar j^faetipiv 
aspirantehadbenefitied framthetest; whicfrgavethemago# 
ideapf th# score?tWs yegrtogwepubHshasimitarpaper. pottw 
test and get an evaluation, whl# wtH bepticetessfor your! 
pirepiwation ;*'?■*’' A 
Withbestwishes, • S"\" •: C-.\: 
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DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

PIONEERS IN PUBLISHING IMPROVEMENT COURSES 

for COM PL TITIVtl EXAMS. 




(Fundamental Ruins, Common Errors and Pittas, 
Explanations & Illustrations) 

• Comprehension 4 Numbered Gaps 

• Vocabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, Idioms, 
Phrases, Pair of Words, Foreign Words, One- 
Word Substitution, etc.) 

A atap^atap,aaay A ayatamatle approach, 
helpa you to buHd a strong foundation of 
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FM2 ENGLISH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
, PGP Common Emm In English Language, 
* Practical EnaBah Grammar 1 Be. l 
a Common Errors & Pttfafts 
e Comprehension • Vocabulary 
e Fundamental rules, tips 4 usage, 
explanations, illustrations 4 charts, 
e Competitive Exams. Question papers 
e Specimen Papers 


INTELLIGENCE & 
REASONING 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


e Model Papers I Hs.tao| 

e Previous Years' Papers of Competitive 
Exams. 4 Management Admission Teats 
e Reasoning Tests, Logical, VBrbal 4 Non- 
Verbal e Date Interpretation 4 Management 
Aptitude Teats. 

Systematic Approach, Detailed Explanatory 
Notes for thorough understanding 



Comprehensive coverage of aV I wa.t«| 
topics including Number Systems. 
Commercial Arithmetic, Mensuration, Data 
Sufficiency and Data Interpretation. 


• Exhaustive Study Material 


IBZSE3 


Tips, Short Cuts and Explanatory Notes 
• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 


PftiYA 

ENGLISH SPEAKING 
SIX WEEK) COURSE 


■ 

I 


of important Competitive Exams. 


E32 DATA 
INTERPRETATION COURSE 




I Basic English Grammar explained 
I In simple English-HIndi. Excdflant Help to gain 
confidence in speaking English 




For: Competitive Boms; Msmgsmmi 
Admission fats S Pmheshnd Boris etc. Exam*. 

• Introduction to Data Interpretation 

• Presentation of Data • Basic Toots 
Analysis* Model Papers (Solved) 


far MQA, CXta I MBA MmMon 


TO 


• Self-assessment Assignments 

• Word power ready-reckoner 

• Words In evaryctey use. Formation of Words 

—Prefixes 4 Suffixes, Foreign Words 4 Phrases, 
Words Commonly Misspelt* Woms A Phrases, 
One-word Substitution* Pair ofWords* Terms 
- PoRtlcai. Madcai, RMigioua, Sdemtilejvlantai, 
literary etc. • Practical As si g n me n ts_ 

Compomon Centra* 

REASONING 
IMPROVUMNT COURSE 


i Emu 


* Commonaansa 4 Analytical Recs& sig . 

* Data Marprataflon • Vkrbaiand 
Reasoning* Prindpiaa,ltiuat»aMona, Ex a r ci a» 
wdSpadhUMHWpert ■■ 


Geometry, Trigonometry and Statistics 

• Formulas and Practical Tips 

• Solved Examples & Exercises to Practice 

• Objective Mgltipla Choice Questions 







si 

II • Intraduction/Kinds of Interviews 


11 • Tips tor Praparation/DrassSensaAody Language 

11 • Sixty Sample interviews. 


First Rate BASIC BOOKS 

For COMPETITIVE & ACADEMIC EXAMS, 

• 1. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS 

Ra 75 

i Essays on social, economic, reflective, tfomsOc, general 

-J and political Ionics, An excellent book tor Nrfier orada 

competitive anminttiont 


1 LETTER WRTTVM 

Ra.40 

3. PRECIS WRIT1NQ 

Ra M 

4. HUMQRAPH WRITING 

RalS 

5. OBJECTIVE ENGUSH-A NEW 


APPROACH 

RaTS 

6. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH 

Ra W 

7. TEST OF REAtiONMCVLOGiCAL 


REASOMNG 

Ra 45 

L MENTAL ABUTY TESTS-A Cspsuls 

RaSS 

9. GENERAL MENTAL ABUTY 

Ra4S 

10. EVEHYMf SCIENCE 

Raw 

11. NUMERICAL ABILITY—A Capsule 

Ra» 

11 OBJECTIVE AWTittlETIC—A Capsule 

Ra30 

11 COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH 


LANOMCE 


U OOP WT OF IDIOMS « PHRASES 

ipHi.nf 1 

15. OGP nr Of QUOTATIONS 


WIDE CANVAS—Choice si Quotations on Adultery Art, 

Beauty, Character, Friendship, Love, Marriage, Men & 

Woman, Mothar, Nakedness, WWcs, Sar and Suoosaa ale. 


• Study Material—Physics. I Re, loot 
Chemistry, Ufa Science, Space Science, 
Nuclear SetenCa and Computer Science 

• Basie Sdanc* * Baste Concepts, 
Prfndptoe end Lame • Science Quiz 

• Objective Multiple Choiee Queetione 
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ESSAY 


Globalisation and Culture 


"As the world enters the new mil¬ 
lennium, there are many in India who 
fear that liberalisation will play havoc 
with our values. The unfettered linkage 
with the global market will lead to show¬ 
manship, gross consumerism and cheap 
exhibitionism, seeking always to be in 
the news as stars and superstars, 
emphasising the physical rather than the 
artistic and intellectual aspects, as a re¬ 
sult ot which concepts of beauty and 
aesthetics would be increasingly under¬ 
mined." (B.P. Singh) 

When the market goes too far in 
dominating social and political out¬ 
comes, the opportunities and rewards of 
globalisation spread unequally and in¬ 
equitably—concentrating power and 
wealth in a select group of people, na¬ 
tions and corporations, not only 
marginalising the others but also affect¬ 
ing the cultural contours, vitality and 
vibrancy of many a nation-State that has 
fallen in line with the demands and dic¬ 
tates of those who set the rules and force 
compliance of market regulations. Co¬ 
lonialism may have spared the cultural 
heritage and instinctive inclinations of 
creative expressions in various cultural 
formats of the subject-States, but 
globalisation has neither such qualms 
nor considerations for those who take 
pride in the cultural survival of their 
art and architecture, literature and 
music, folklore and dances. Like a 
hydra-headed monster, globalisation 
is determined to debase and deform 
what is still left pure and pristine in the 
cultural passions and pursuits of the de¬ 
veloping world. 

The present process of 
globalisation, unless properly moder¬ 
ated, can lead to various forms of cul¬ 
tural oppression, discrimination, 
exploitation and an undesirable 
standardisation of cultures that mis¬ 


takes unity for homogeneity. There is 
also an increasing tendency to treat cul¬ 
ture as something dead, a pure museum 
piece, to be reduced to certain quantifi¬ 
able elements so that it becomes man¬ 
ageable or to commodify culture in the 
form of saleable artefacts. As the ide¬ 
ologies of the open and free market 
society celebrate the triumph of free 
speech and of knowledge, more and 
more parts of culture become scarcer 
day by day. With the gradual erosion of 
diversity, reality is getting digitalised 
and all languages are under threat from 
the common technocratic jargon propa¬ 
gated by the international capital net¬ 
works. The realm of culture is being tom 
between the tendencies of globalisation 
and localisation. 

The impact of the process of 
globalisation on indigenous cultures is 
one of the major intellectual and practi¬ 
cal concerns of our time. If the idea of 
internationalism envisages peaceful co-ex¬ 
istence of ail nations and cultures with¬ 
out risking their identity and sovereignty, 
globalisation tends to 'standardise' cul¬ 
ture and taste, discourages diversity and 
cultural pluralism or cultural continuity. 
Instead of looking at the world as a cre¬ 
ative space, showing respect to all lan¬ 
guages and using media to promote 
appreciation of all other cultures, 
globalisation is based on the domination 
of one country and one culture over oth¬ 
ers, and is more of a command from 
above, a monologue of power than a dia¬ 
logue of understanding and love. Export¬ 
ing a lifestyle, homogeneity and 
standardisation of food, dresscodes, 
behavioural norms and patterns of daily 
life are accepted as natural and heceji- 
sary by the 'god globalisers'. The world 
is a consumer chain for them and not a 
4pace of imagination, fanciful flights and 
| creativity. While internationalism discov¬ 


ers tradition to be a source of wisdom 
and creative concepts, globalisation turns 
it into a form of merchandise, just as 
ethnicity becomes a label that promotes 
export. 

Willy-nilly under globalisation, imi¬ 
tation becomes norm not only in physical 
appearances but also in thought patterns 
and paradigms. Acoyntry like India, with 
its great tradition of philosophy, meta¬ 
physics, poetry, music, dance, sculpture, 
painting, architecture, linguistics and po¬ 
etics, suddenly begins to parrot the Vfest 
without even caring to look at the indig¬ 
enous traditions. This loss ot cultural 
memory is as detrimental to nations as 
the loss of genetic diversity is to nature— 
another area where globalisation has its 
negative impact. 

If on the economic front the adverse 
effects of globalisation call for our con¬ 
scious and deliberate intervention to pro¬ 
duce an environment of ethics, equity, 
human security, sustainability and devel¬ 
opment, on the cultural college the 
struggle to survive the onslaught is going 
to be much more dogged and difficult. 
Such is the level of comfort among the, i 
'haves' even in developing societies that 
their eyes and ears are closed to foe writ¬ 
ings on the wall, as far as the inimical 
incursions—rather intrusions—that are 
taking place all foe time into the cultural 
consciousness of developing countries like 
India. Before the glitter of globalisation 
totally blinds and pushes us into Hades, 
the uncolonised intellectuals and academ¬ 
ics ought to take up the cause of our lan¬ 
guages, the real repositories of our 
thought, sensibility and culture. Under no 
circumstances should we allow our cul¬ 
tural canvas to be mired or mauled be- 


centuries. 



yond recognition because' it. has 
contributed a lot to thee volution anden- 
richment of human civilisation, 
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Publishers of a Daringly different genre of Complete Courses & Question Banks For 


GENERAL STUDIES & OPTIONAL S 



U.P.S.C. CIVIL SERViCESl 
PRELIMINARY EXAT.rl 
STATE CIVIL SERVICES EXAf.lP 
Alsou&eluUA 
UGC NET, JRF & CS1R EXAMS! 



COMPLETE COURSI TO 


i\\ f:ihi;YMCE 3| 


• Three Model Papers Incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS' WIPERS • Study 
Material • 375 Short-Answer Questions • Over 
1700 Objective Questions, Pages VIII + 436 


• TWo Model Papersnoorporatinfl Question) 
from PREVIOUS YEARS rAPtRS • Ki) 
Terms & Concepts • Descriptive Stud) 
Material • 100 Short-Answer Question) 

• 2500 Objective Questions Pages XII+ 38( 




SOCIOLOGY 


2. U.P.S.C. CntB Services Preliminary Examination . 

GENERAL SIUDKS SOLVIO MPERS ( 1985 - 98 ) Ri .95 


e Helps you to know the standard I 

• Serves as ideal practice papers before you actually lace the exam. 

• Acts as an eye-opener and helps you judge the Standard of Objective 
Questions given in various books. 


nPFTTM^'jrvi;— 


Rl .100 


qe) Student s 

• SYNOPSIS i.e. Short Study Material • Science £uiz containing 
1000 Short-Answer Questions • AN Basic Scientific laws, Principles 
& Concepts explained • 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions from Previous Murs' Pipers incorporated). 




• Four Model Papers incorporating Queationi 
from PREVIOUS YEARS' RAPERS • 5001 
Objective Multiple Choice Questions • Stud) 
MalarWonMiniiportantaapects(PB()MVIUt47S 


BOOKS OF 
GENERAL INTEREST 


e TWo Model Papers e 9tudy Materials Solved 
e Over 1500 Objective Questions 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

ZOOLOGY 









• SYNOPSIS l.e. Study Material covering Astronomical. Physical, 
Human, Economic Geography, Phytogeogrsphy Zoogeography (World 
& India) with relevant data, diagmmsj, charts & maps • Geography 
Quiz—contains500 Short-Answer Questions • Glossary—explains 
Basic Conoepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions from Previous Stars Papers incorporated). 


5 . QUESTION IAMMNMAN KOTOW 
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from Previous Stars' 

r 300 Short-Answer Questions* 2500 

Choice Question** Maps, ReferenceCharts etc. 
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OF HU 


Rs .150 


included 


Rs .150 


QUESTION BANK 




• Ample Study Material • 5000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions inckxSng Assertion, 
Reason and Matching Type • Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS incorporated 
Rage a Vllt + 4ft 



Choice 


7 . QUESTION RANK-WHAM ECONOMY Rs .120 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Ytars' Papers included 
* Short-Answer Questions • 1500 Objective Multiple 
• Glossary • Review of Economic Scene. 


COMPLETE COURS E TO 

INDIAN HISTORY H 


• Three Model Papers Incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS 1 PAPERS 

• Study Material • Short-Answer Questions 

• Over3000 Objective Questions Pages 500 
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• Three Model Papers 
Questions from PREVIOUS^ 
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Below the Belt! 


hen Aristotle 
said that the 
real purpose of 
democracy was 
not creation of a good State but 
the creation of a better kind of 
man, he was giving expression 
to a profound truth. However, 
judging from the campaigning 
that has gone into General 
Election '99, we are 
constrained to comment that 
the biggest democracy has 
failed to create a better kind of 
man (read politician). 
Democracy has become almost 
synonymous with demoncracy. 
The campaign was far 
removed from decency and 
decorum required in an open 
democracy which is the 
market-place of opposing 
ideas. Tolerance must go with 
it otherwise it turns into a fish 
market of putrid slogans, 
slander and scandals. As the 
Prime Minister, Mr A.B. 
Vajpayee observed: "They 
(Congress) go on sliging mud 
in the hope that some of it will 
stick". . 

We are deliberately not 
die "gems" dung 

If - 


^mentioning 
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by the spokespersons of 
various political parties. Nor 
the smear and smirch 
utterances of politicians 
themselves. That would have 
been a remedy worse than the 
malady! But it cannot be 
blinked away that the 
campaigning, by and large, 
was marked by foul-play and 
flouting of rules of the 
democratic game. Values have 
been consigned to the dustbin 
of discarded ideas. Votes are 
the ruling deities. Any means 
to appease the latter are 
considered fair. Whosoever 
wins, democracy is the loser. 
Instead of becoming better, it 
becomes the battered "beauty" 
of bias, and tow commitment.. 

Sadly, this battle of the 
ballot-box drifted appallingly 
from issues that have been 
feringthe nation ever since foe 


dawn of independence. On the 
contrary, it focussed on 
are they? Personalities 
replaced principles. Low-level 
politiking took (he place of real 
politics. If it is the safari-suit 
clad, it is modern, 
sophisticated, forward- 
looking, eagerly leading you to 
the next century. If it is not, it 
is the backward-looking, 
religious-oriented worthy of 
condemnation. Both, and 
others of their ilk, are sellers 
of rainbows. It is their way of 
marketing their wares, most of 
which are spurious. Ads on TV 
are almost deafening. They are 
recorded in high dedbels. The 
purpose is to drown the 
viewers’ reason. Politicians 
have taken their from foe 
ads. A "ttal'politicianis one 
when he -sees'« belt, cannot 
help hitring below id 
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The Tragedy of East Timor 


f ast Timor is n tin 1 / island film lint of 
Indonesia, fighting for independeiue 
President Suharto had kept a strong grip over 
the tlrqi, suppressing all dissent His 
successor, R J Halvin' anted for holding a 
UN-sponsored rifeicndum which nski I tin 
people whether they wanhd Fast Timor to hr 
an autonomous region of Indonesia 01 
independeiue The lefcicndiim held on 
August 311, 7999, showid that an 
overwhelming majority opted for complete 
independence This attracted the wrath of 
Indonesia's army establishment, which rules 
the country indirectly Aimed militia, 
supported by the army, went on a miiideious 
rampage, killing people at will It has been 
one of the biggest blood baths of history 
In this feature, we examine the 
background to the crisis as also the piesuit 
situation What happens in the piovmu holds 
significance for India as well, as comparisons 
are being made between Last Timor and 
Kashmir 

E AST Timor faces a tragedv of 
unimaginable proportions A small 
island province with a population of 8 
lakhs, it was held by Portugal as a colony 1 
till 1975, when it suddenh departed 
Indonesian troops immediately mo\ed m 
and took over, despite resistance from the 
East Timorese Centuries of exploitation f 
under foreign rule has left the region one 
of the poorest in the world—its per capita 
income of $ 220 is below that of 
Bangladesh and Cambodia 

After taking over, Indonesia cancelled 
the local currency, leaving the people 
without their savings The region has 
served the interests of the Indonesian 
army, which took control over the only 
export of the province—coffee. The locate 
were left out of the revenue of $ 20 million | 
in annual sales. Similarly, offshore oil and 
gas contracts have been signed by 
Indonesia, leaving die province out of the 
revenue earned. Food and other goods are 




impoited from Indonesia Indonesian 
army generals, reportedly, earn over $ 20 
million and have set up fiefdoms, 
exhorting tax from the locals There is no 
industry and 80 per 1 ent ot the population 
surv ives on subsistence farming Half of 
1 the region's GDP of $ 113 million consists 
I ot salaries ot civil servants sent by Jakarta 
1 Howes ei no countrs except Australia 
. recognised Indonesia's rule The UN too, 
I never recognised it 

Given these conditions, the people 
j have craved for independence There was 
no hope of achieving this during the reign 
of former President Suharto, who ruled 
with an iron grip Suharto was forced out 
ot office in May 1998 and B J Habibe took 
over He offered the Tast Timorese a 
1 referendum, held on August 30,1999, and 
organised by the UN Despite the violence 
and the campaign of terror conducted by 
gangs of militiamen, 98 6 of the eligible 
voters cast their votes Results were 
announced on September 4, and 78 5 per 
1 ent ot the \ otc was for independence East 
Timor looked close to achieving what it 
had wanted, but had not expected a 
furious backlash from anti-independence 
militia, supported by the Indonesian army 

Terror Unleashed 

T Hl \ ote triggered systematic killings 
More than 2 lakh people had to flee 
their homes Anyone who voted for 
independence was being butchered The 
home of 1996 Nobel Peace Prize winner. 
Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo, was overrun 
as he sought refuge in Australia The 
capital, Dili, was destroyed and razed to 
| the ground The UN presence did little to 
stop the butchery* even foreign journalists 
were forced to flee or take refuge in the 
UN's besieged compound. On September 
21, a Dutch journalist was killed hi Dili. 

! The United Nations Assistance Mission in 

ate ■NovtMSEft 1999 a ■mccxtMPETnSSiS 


last Timor (UNAMLT), which had 
organised the refeiendum, was reduced 
to a skeleton staff of 84, but even these 
| had to be evacuated as the risk to their 
1 lnes increased The UN compound was 
■ frequently threatened by gunfire and 
' grenades The distinction between the 
| militia ami the Indonesian army 
I increasingly got blurred 

Why did the \ loltsuc take place 7 It 
was clear that the army establishment ot 
Indonesia did not want to let go of I ast 
Timor easily The policy seemed to be of 
murder and mayhem, which would at t as 
j a warning to other legions seeking 
j independence from Indonesia In 
particular regions of Aceh, Irian Java and 
Runt, which also nurse such sentiments 
The army hoped that its policy of 
"scorched earth" would deter separatist 
feelings in other areas The fears of the 
rulers of Indonesia aie understandable 
when we consider the fact that the country 
is a collet lion ot 1 7,000 islands and is home 
j to 500 leligious and ethnic groups Over 
J 250 languages are spoken If East Timor is 
I granted independence, other regions or 
groups too would be encouraged to wage 
a war against Indonesia 

The international community was 
shocked by the violence and searched for 
answers Should it launch a Kosovo-type 
operation or should it stand by and watch 
the slaughter of the East Timorese? The 
UN faced a big challenge too: having 
conducted the referendum, did it not have 
any responsibility towards the people who 
were now bemg systematically butchered 7 
What good was its referendum if it could 
not implement it? By September 15—after 
weeks of violence and international 
pressure--Habibe allowed-a. foreign 
peacekeeping force of 8,000, Jed by 
Australia, US President 
1 pledged 200sdidiers to help with kfgtetfc* 

1 arvlcOmn^BicaticHi. There w4i$foar»$*t 



(1) For people who studied in non-English medium. (2) Advanced Spoken English 


Hi, my name is Raj Bapna and I want to tell 
you tboitt Bapna's English Course It it a new 
easy way to quickly and easily learn how to write 
and speak simple correct and powerful English 


_Free Sample of | 

[what You Will Learn 


Let me teach you how to correctly use 
will/shalt We tall it Bapna's™ Will/ShaU Rule 
ami it has two pai ts 

Fbr speaking always use WILL During my 4 
years m USA I never heard anyone use SHALL 
For writing and for exams, use _LL like I II, 
you 11, he 11, she'll, they II This is a short-cut 
In this way, your sentences will always be correct 
I teach you English that I myself use like in 
this article and in my books published in USA / 
India 

Such English is easy to learn and also 
powerful 


Different. Better. Unique. H 


Please note that my course is totally different 
from Rapidex™ or any other books**courses I 
showed you the use of will/shall so easily and 
quickly Many book* may take 5 to 10 pages to 
teach it and so it takes you many days to learn to 
use will/shall correctly Do you fully realize now 
that my course is really unique and different* 
Bapna s Will/Shall Rule and other material in 
this course cannot be copied by other 
books/courses because this material is based on 
our research and we own the copyright and 
trademarks 


Who Will Benefit Greatly 


Bapna's English Course is not lor those who 
studied in English medium It is for you if you 
studied in non English medium Ybu benefit 
greatly if 

• If you can understand English when others speak 
but you are not sure of correct way to write or 
speak English Or if you sometimes make 
mistakes or get confused when speaking English 

• If you have used grammar or spoken English books 
to learn English, but did not get much success 

• Whether you are a student or in job, if you are 
highly motivated to learn simple and powerful 
English easily and quickly you will benefit 


I Was Weak in English 


I was bom in Rajasthan where people are weak 
in English I studied in government non-English 
medium schools So, I was also weak m English 
On my way to PiUni to join BE at Chirawa 
railway station. I met one Mr P V Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh who was also going to Pliant to 
join B E 

I started speaking in Hindi Mr Reddy said, 

I do not know Hindi* It was a surprise and 
shock for me that someone did not know Hindi 
I had never talked m English before and I was 
not confident of talking in English So, I said, 

"I do not know English* 

My Struggle to Loam English 
In the first semester m Pilaiu, I was a topper 
with 10 out of 10 grade points, but I wu not 
umfident m English So, I was worried about 
my weak English and 1 bought many books, 
Etudes, tSefs^taries, and newspapers 
I worked hard, but I mpr ovem ent was wary 
s >ow fbr Maniple, I took one month to read my 
tint novef R, X- Nareytn't77fe Guide became I 
nad to search so many words in gdktwnaty. 

I even thought of dropping one semester, 
uttiqg at home, and lesiainf osdy English. That 


tune I used to think ’Why nobody develops a 
research-based course to teach good simple 
English for non-English medium people like 
me?* 

I continued to work*hard And Anally I 
improved English and became a successful 
engineer/author in America Now you can also 
unprove your English and fortunately do so 
easily without hard work and without wasting 
time 


j Our New Research on 
Practical Grammar! 


The schools teach you complete, theoretical ^ 
grammar Their goal is to teach English for 
exam purpose, (same exam as in Engl md and 
America) And as a result die schools leave 
many of us confused and unsure of our 
knowledge of English 

My goal is to teach practical English so that 
you quickly gam confidence in speaking and 
writing English One example of our practical 
approach is die Bapna’s n Will/ShaU kale. 

This course is totally different and you will not 
And most of our techniques in any other course 
or book We developed dus new course only for 
people like you who studied m non-English 
medium 


Easy to Learn 5 Parts 


If you can understand this article, you can 
surely understand my course Anti greatly 
benefit from it Our belief and experience show 
dial it ts better to teach English through English 
than through translation Why 1 Because it helps 
students to learn to think m English 
The complete course lias 3 puts for easy learning 
Part 1 Essential English Part 2 Important and 
Helplhl Usage Fart 3 How to Wme in a ftwerful 
Effective, and Result-Oriented Wiy 
Part 4 Advanced Ibpics 
Part 5 Mini Spelling Dictionary 
Pari 3 is so easy and powerful that it is worth more 
than the full price fbr die complete course 
Some of the other topics In the count are (l)TWo 
short-cuts to powerful English (2) Learn to use these 
helpful words (3) How to write letters (4) How to en 
hance meaning (S) How to remember spellings and 
increase vocabulary (4) Common usage 


1 11 is Easy, But Takes Time 


Nothing good in lift; comes wl JR I_ 

Though my course is easy to learn, you cannot mas 
ler my courie m just one week or without effort 
But. I use my expertise in mind power and study lech 
tuques lo help you learn quickly and easily m two steps 
Step 1 Study for L hour per day You can complete 
it in 25 lo 40 ajys 

Step 2 Bor the next 2 months, revise it fbr 2 hours 
per week After that for the next 2 months, revise it 
for I hour per week In this wqy your learning will be¬ 
come permanent 

Ybu get ’pocket cards* Keep them In your pocket to 
revise in school, college, bus park, playground etc 
So, you leant English in the free tune that most people 
waste hreanse they don't ham pock et cante ___ 

Author'll Bio-Data p 
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S Raj School Board 
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• "Before joining your course 1 could understand 
English but I could not speak English. New, I cm 
apeak powerful English - Ssmeunftt man, near 

• "In the past I was not good at wndng at well as 
speaking English Using your course. I am able to 
write simple and better English without mistake 
and I can speak English with others without any 
hesitation I completed your course in 27 days * 

— VH Pa mail, Almensgar SIS 

• Good and unique course I was average in 

English Now I can write letters in simple 
English * — MnSaSonmAP 

• I want to thank you tor this valuable English 

course Now 1 can write St speak English much 
better than before * — maw* rwmwau, Nnfctts 

/""“irSoken EngHsir^te 
bourses with Cassettgfrs] 

| Spoken English Practice (with 2 com) j 

I The book/cassettes give words and sentences of cam-1 
mon use for you to repeat again and ague for foster | 
| learning The same are recorded for easy practice on | 
■ cassettes in male/female voices s 


I or cassettes (code SSI or 123) Thu course helps you so I 
i mprove yo ur grammar and pronunciation | 

6 TdAymone 7 ^cr 

GUARANTEE 

If you are not folly 100 X delighted and thrilled with 
the course (code 831) simply return it so that It must 
reach us within 60 days of despatch from our office, and 
you get rotund ot your amount (minus Rs 40 for poetdk 
handling) by MO Nojue*£ug^ aske^ou be the judge 

Rs 245*20. Save 

V, JPost your order before 25 Nov 

The price of the course code 851 is Rs 395*20, but 
new you get it for Rs 245 *20 only So, you save Rs 
150 But, to save, you must post your order on or before 
25 Nov 99 (it does not matter when it reaches us) 

Course Mamaa £5* ’’JjJJ* 

Bapna s English Course S51 348*30 
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the foreign soldiers would not be safe and 
casualties were expected. Some Islamic 
elements have pledged to wage a holy war 
against the multinational forces. 

Central problem 

T HE central problem in the tragedy 
were the armed forces of Indonesia. 
The democratic movement in the country 
is also under threat from the generals. 
They are using the events in East Timor to 
strengthen their power and influence. Ever 
since Indonesia got its independence from 
the Dutch in 1949, the armed forces took 
on a military and political function. They 
have not loosened their control in the 32 
years of rule by Suharto. In the Indonesian 
elections held in June, 1999, the ruling 
Golkar party had to be content with the 
second place. Megawati Sukarnoputri, the 
daughter of Indonesia's first President, 
won the elections, a vote against the old 
order. Yet, the military, headed by General 
Wiranto, holds on to political power. East 
Timor could thus be a test for Indonesian 
democracy as well. It remains to be seen 
whether the generals will allow a 
democratically elected government to run 
foe country. 

The turmoil being witnessed today 
in East Timor would be the deciding factor 
in Indonesia which is itself a struggling 
democracy and foe fourth-biggest country 
of the world, with a population of 250 
million. Indonesians want a resurgence of 
democracy in their country. They want 
their democratic rights to be respected, 
as the recent election has showed. Two 
outcomes are likely: first, that foe army 
loses its importance, especially since 
foreign troops had to be allowed into 
the country. Or, the army may turn out 
stronger than before if it plays on foe 
nationalist sentiment and says that it 
was only trying to keep Indonesia 
united. 

East Timor is also a challenge for foe 
international community. The global 
policeman, US, along with Britain and > 
France, claim to work on principles and 
have drawn in Kosovo that they will take 
military action if people are oppressed. 
The people of East Timor have suffered 
more than foe people of Kosovo, yet the 


world appears to be standing by and 
watching foe bloodshed. Only Australia 
and New Zealand have been prepared to 
be peace-makers. Can the West take on 
the armed forces of Indonesia, foe way 
they fought in Kosovo? 

Kashmir and East Timor 

E VENTS happening far away in East 
Timor can certainly hold significance 
for India and parallels are being drawn 
'between Kashmir and East Timor. Even in 
Kashmir, a 50 year old UN Security ! 
Council resolution accords the Kashmiris I 
the right to choose between India and I 
Pakistan by referendum. Pakistan may like 
to invoke the similarities and use East 
Timor as an example. In fact, attempts of 
Pakistan to keep Kashmir in international 
focus may well be towards this end. 

The US government has refused to 
equate Kashmir's with East Timor. Indeed, 
there is a basic difference: while East Timor 
was invaded by Indonesia after Portugal 
abandoned its colony and lacks 
recognition of either the UN or other 
countries, Kashmir's union with India was 
part of foe formula of transfer of power at 
the time of independence. The Maharaja 
of Kashmir had also signed an Instrument 
of Accession to the Indian Union in 
October, 1947. Secondly, India has not 
exploited Kashmir as a colony foe way 
Indonesia has exploited East Timor. 

Pakistan may like to drum up 
international support and want UN 
mediation on Kashmir. But foe historical 
differences are too great to equate East 
Timor with Kashmir. Nevertheless, India 
does face a diplomatic challenge to counter 
any attempts that may be made to equate 
Kashmir with foe butchery conducted by 
Indonesian forces in East Timor. , 

Building the Economy 

I F East Timor is finally able to get 
independence after the blood bath, foe 
next task will be to build its economy. That 
would be a daunting task, considering the 
fact that it has no industry of its own. Its' 
only hope is coffee and spices—it grows 
tiie world's finest arabica coffee plants, 
The coffee plants are grown without using 


chemical fertilisers. There is a demand for 
pure organic blends in the developed 
world and this could be the only saving 
element for foe tmy new country. The 
annual revenues were $ 20 million last year 
and could well grow. However, this will 
only be a little hope of comfort. For one 
thing, Indonesia is expected fb stop 
funding East Timor. The money flowing 
ui for its civil servants in foe area will also 
stop. The GDP of foe country could be 
below $ 100 million next year—smaller 
than the turnover of a supermarket in 
USA. 

Years of colonialism has left the 
people destitute. According to the World 
Bank, only 27% of the houses have 
electricity and there is little 
infrastructure Literacy and education are 
very low, as is standard of living. The 
region could develop tourism, but with 
little infrastructure, this will be a difficult 
task as well. The threat to law and order 
from anti-independence militia may stall 
any tourism in the country. Foreign 
investors may also stay away because of 
this reason. Oil revenues are also 
expected to be low, even if foe current 
agreements are renegotiated in East 
Timor's favour. 

The country will have to rely on 
foreign aid. Some money may flow in 
from the developed world. Portugal may 
also contribute some amount, considering 
the fact that it held the country so long 
and now owes something in return. 
Groups like ASEAN and APEC too have 
a moral responsibility to help out. But 
foe Indonesian army will once again be 
the problem, since some generals earn 
sizeable revenues and have created 
private empires. They are unlikely to give 
these up even if full independence is 
granted. 

Either way, it will be a tough fight for 
survival for foe fledgling country. It will 
have to put together soige semblance of 
economic activity and try to develop itself, 
The tough road to freedom seems tougher 
ahead. The task lies with East Timorese 
leaders Xanana Gusmao, Bishop Caries 
Bdo and Jose Ramos-Horta. They have to 
heal the wounds inflicted on foe country 
and also tobuUd it up, fronr^ervuttsof ^ 
today. , • vtv 
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Role of Human Resources in 
Economic Development ef India 


/4s per the traditional uonomic theory, 
labour was considered to be one of the Jour 
factors of production, the other three bemg 
capital, land and organisation Since labour 
and organisation was handled by the human 
beings, even the classical economic theory m 
kitowledged that human usoi/ms auounted 
for 50 per cent of the total production process 
In the modern day world human usource is 
the most scarce resource in most of tin devel¬ 
oped countries That is « In/ counlrn s hit tin 
USA, the UK, Canada \iisiraha Urmany 
France, New Zialand, i h liberally allow mi¬ 
gration of skilled human u sow us paiticu 
larly in the disciphm s in wlnJi tin y fact at uh 
shortage But, unfortunately, in India human 
resources arc not acknowledgid as nsourcts 
but are rather considtud to bt a piobltm 
blamed for most of the iconomii maladus 

Population "Problem" 

I N India, the growing population is 
treated as a problem and not a resource 
Considering globally, at the end of World 
War-II, the total population of the world 
was around 2 billion It is projected to cross 
the 6 billion mark m October, 15199 While 
> the population is almost stagnant m the 
developed countries, the developing coun¬ 
tries account for most of the population 
growth in the world A quick look at In¬ 
dian scenario reveals that from about 350 
million at the time of independence, In¬ 
dian population is poised to cross the one 
billion mark, almost three-fold increase in 
about five decades High growth of popu¬ 
lation continues to be a major area of con¬ 
cern to India. 

1991 Census recorded a marginal de¬ 
cline in the annual growth rate of popula¬ 
tion bom 2.22 per cent during 1971-811» 
211 percent during 1981*91. This rate of 
growth J* expected to be around 1,9 per 
L cent duriHjj 1991-2001 period. Even at this 
' rate, India is adding about 16 million per¬ 
sons to the world's population every year; 


which is the highest increase per annum 
by any country in the world China, which 
has more population than India at present 
adds only 12 million persons per annum, 
as the Chmese have managed their popu¬ 
lation grow th in a much better manner In 
a matter of a couple of decades, India is 
expected to overtake Cluna in this respect, 
to achieve the dubious distinction of be¬ 
ing the most populous country in the 
world 

And all this has happened despite 
enormous chort put in by the government 
India became the first country of the world 
m late sixties to have adopted a State- 
sponsored population programme, with 
an o\ erridmg priority Allocation of funds 
for this programme have risen rapidly 
from Rs 6 5 million in the First Five-Year 
Plan to a whopping Rs 65000 million in the 
Lighth Plan But, despite increasing doses 
of funds, population growth also main¬ 
tained its upward trend While the Indian 
population, in absolute terms, grew by 109 
million during 1960-71 it registered even 
higher increase of 139 million during the 
next decade of 1971-81, on to a massive 
160 million during 1981-91 

Partly at the cost of this population 
control programme, basic amenities like 
primary education and literacy, health and 
nutrition, sanitation, provision of safe and 
potable drinking water, land reforms and 
social justice have suffered a set-back and 
even after five decades of independence 
and economic planning, Human Develop¬ 
ment Report '99 (HDR-W) ranks India a 
poor 132 in the Human Development In¬ 
dex If die basic assumptions of the policy 
makers towards the economy do not 
change, Bus resource may turn out to be a 
burden on the economy Tbday, India ac¬ 
counts for about 16 per cent of world's 
population, with 15 per cent of foe world 
farm animal population, lb feed this huge 
population, we just have 2 per cent of 
worid'l Irpbie fcrd, 1 per cent of foe total 
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rainfall, 0 5 per cent of the forest and 0 5 
per cent of foe grazing land 

But there is other side of the coin too. 
Is population really a problem 7 Can't foe 
human resources, so much in demand in 
the developed countries, be developed ap¬ 
propriately to be utilized for rapid devel¬ 
opment of the country 7 While most of foe 
countnes are making best use of their most 
abundant natural resources, why do foe 
policv makers m India treat their most 
abundant source with disdain 7 These are 
some of the questions, answers to which 
may not be very easy to find 

Wrong Priorities 

R IGHT from the beginning, growing 
population in India was considered a 
problem and efforts were put in to tackle 
this "problem" But despite having 
pumped m h uge stuns of money year after 
year, foe population has not stabilised and 
it may take three to four more decades to 
stabilise Rather than evolvmg and adopt¬ 
ing ways and means to get best out of 
human resources abundantly available, 
India is trying to reduce their supply Thera 
is nothing wrong with attempts to control 
population, but foe effort is not followed 
by the attempt to provide best possible liv¬ 
ing conditions, on the one hand, and their 
optimum utilisation, on foe other 

Consequent upon the call for a drastic 
change in the approach to the population 
problem given by the Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, while inaugurating foe Interna¬ 
tional Population Conference m 1989, a high 
powered Committee was constituted by foe 
Department of Family Vfelfare under the 
Chairmanship of MS Swaminathan, which 
gave revealing recommendations to formu¬ 
late a pragmatic Population Policy Bub 
unfortunately, government hte not acted oh 
any of the recommendations. Jjjven foe flsr- 
liamentha8 shown no mtererifodfecussthis 
report 
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During the first decade after indepen¬ 
dence, India faced frequent famines and 
food shortages. It was apprehended that 
if the population continued to grow at the 
same rate then- would be se\ere food 
shortages in the coining years. This situ¬ 
ation was experienced in India, Pakistan, 
China and Sub-Saharan Africa. But all the 
apprehensions have proved to be wrong, 
as the technological advancement and 
better research and development have 
resulted in a higher growth rate ot food 
production. It is over two centuries when 
the famous demographer Thomas 
Malthus propounded his theory of popu¬ 
lation. But, due to apt handling bv pri¬ 
marily human beings, the disastrous 
predictions ot Malthus have not come true 
till now. 

While rapid advancements in pre¬ 
ventive and curative medicines ha\ e re¬ 
sulted in growing population, 
innovative ideas are responsible to en¬ 
sure that during the past about fixe 
decades, when the world population has 
increased thice times, there ha\e been 
no shortages ot toodgrains. In fact, per 
capita availabilit) and consumption of 
cereals and pulses is on the rise in most 
ot the countries. The mankind has been 
able to cope up with its growing num¬ 
bers so tar. 

Over the years, wrong presumptions 
about population growth have been exist¬ 
ing, particularly in the developing coun¬ 
tries. The prov ailing problems ot po\ erty, 
illiteracy, low productivity and low rate of 
growth have simply been attributed to 
population growth. In most of the devel¬ 
oping countries, including India, no effec¬ 
tive steps have been taken to formulate 
plans and policies tor human resource de¬ 
velopment, on the one hand, and their op¬ 
timum utilisation towards the rapid 
economic development ot the country, on 
the other. Countries like Japan and Neth¬ 
erlands have very high population density, 
but also have very high per-capita income 
and much better qualify of life in general. 
Main reason is that these countries ha\ e 
realized the importance of human resources 
and serious Human Resoun.es Develop¬ 
ment (HRD) effort lias resulted in every 
citizen becoming highly skilled in one field 
ojr the other. 


| Need for HRD 

O N! of the most distressing tact is that 
in India hardly anything has been 
I done in the name of HRD, except for re- 
| naming the Ministry ot Education to HRD. 

! At macro level, we do not have die inven- 
i tory of skilled manpower, nor do we have 
I projected need in the country for skilled 
t manpower in various skills and professions 
| for the next two to three decades. India is 
one ot the very few countries in the world 
which carries out complete enumeration 
i of its population through census operations 
| every decade and huge quantum of data is 
I available about every citizen. It is surpris¬ 
ing that this useful data has not been uti¬ 
lized for preparing a data-base or inventory 
of human resources. Ministry of Home 
Affairs continues to work in isolation to 
conduct census, without any coordination 
u nil the Ministi) 01 HRD. In all probabil- 
i ity, Census-2001 may also turn out to be a 
similar exercise. 

1 Moreover, there is no ready data re¬ 
garding graduates being churned out by 
\ arious unis ersities and institutes every 
1 year. In absence ot anv projection of re- 
, quirements for future, the government 
has miserably failed to plan anything on 
either creating new skills or ensuring that 
there is no glut in certain disciplines in 
which capacity is existing but there 
would be no demand in future. The edu- 
‘ cational system utterly lacks creation of 
any skills. The loud talk about creating 
vocational skill at plus-two level has 
miserably failed, as no such creation of 
skills is taking place. 

More population does not cause pov¬ 
erty In ban areas in India have higher den- 
| sity of population but are more prosperous 
than the rural areas. Human resources are 
the most important means of creating 
wealth and income. Anoted demographer, 
Prof Julian I-. Simon, had once said, "More 
people do cause problems but people are 
the means to solve these problems. The 
i ultimate resou rce is the people, especially 
•.killed spirited, hopeful young people 
i who will exert their will and imagination 
for their own benefit and in doing so, will 
! inevitably benefit all of us as well." The 
I main culprit are the unimaginative poli¬ 
cies which curtail choices and are nega- 
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tive in nature. There is nothing wrong in 
family planning programmes, but despite 1 
having invested huge sums of money at 
the cost of development, the achievements 
are just ordinary. For example, in India 
couple protection rate is just argund 45 
per cent, which means that despite such a 
massive programmes running for about 
four decades now, we have not been able 
to protect 55 per cent of the couples. 

Had at least 50 per cent of the re¬ 
sources and effort put in these 
programmes been put in the HRD, the 
results would have been different. Hence, 
rather than focussing on negative poli¬ 
cies, if positive and forward-looking 
HRD policies were adopted to create 
skills, work out demand trends in vari¬ 
ous skills in future and ensuring planned 
HRD at every level, not only the produc¬ 
tivity would have been up, but also the 
unemployment levels would have been 
low, with most of the human resources 
contributing immensely to the develop¬ 
mental effort of the country. It is high 
time that the policy makers realised that 
people are not just consumers, but more 
than that they are producers too. More 
people may be leading to some problems, 
but it is only these people who would 
ultimately find solutions to these prob¬ 
lems. By shifting the blame of all mala¬ 
dies on the population growth, the policy 
makers easily ignore their own failures 
and culpability in framing out-dated, 
backward- looking and negative policies, 
rather than making best use of the most 
important factor of production, i.e. the 
human resources. 

Admittedly, family planning may be a 
need for a safe future. But equally impor¬ 
tant is the need for planning the human 
resources and make deliberate and sincere 
effort to develop them. Rather than focus¬ 
sing on achieving 100 per cent primary 
education, the focus sheuld now shift on 
complete HRD effort so that the education 
itself achieves at least half of HRD burden. 
For achieving this, complete overhauling 
of the out-dated educational system is re¬ 
quired. But; before that Is dime, political 
and bureaucatic will to focus on HRD is 
required *o that there is a complete reori- J 
entatkm of government policies towards 
HRD. *•' ’ \ 



Should the Lok Sabha 
have a fixed tenure? 


Flections are a % tamaslia in India 
until film stars and maqieimis pitching in 
but there is littli doubt that the inuntn/ has 
had one elation too mam/ Low turnout and 
inter fatigue aic evident as elutions me held 
fuqueiith/ If elections area imam, to achieve 
demacraey India is fettinq democracy with 
it iHiufeanu at a vay liifli eost This has 
•fiveii risi to the swffeshon that tin I ok Sabha 
should have a fixed teiiine intli nutnii the 
allies nor the Opposition be inq able to pull 
down a governmentaftei in i ( < ir 01 two Flu 
idea is not bad pei se It iniflit uslie i in sewn 
stability that India so desperately needs But 
it is not leithout dangers and this makes it 
a debatable issue 1 In month tie fo into all 
the asputs of till question ’should the lok 
1 sabha lime a fixed teiiuie 7 

Mr A rriends, the political 
situation in the country needs no 
introduction Wc have had hung 
Parliaments in the past lew years with 
no party getting an absolute majority A 
coalition government is formed, but it is 
brought down within months of being 
formed Fither the Opposition brings it 
down, or surprisingly, the very coalition 
partners who got together in the first 
place This has given the country a 
prolonged period of instability Orst, 
because elected governments are not 
able to do their duties properly because 
of lack of majority and conflicting 
demands of allies and the Opposition 
Second, because they are always under 
threat The consequences of this are 
before us the government does not 
have the tune to solve long-standing 
problems, as it is doing fire-fighting all 
the time The economy suffers because 
investors take the wait-and-watch 
athtuejp. Many institutions driit as 
crucial flgcisiom about their working 
are not .taken All this has resulted m 
pushing national interests to secondary 


position This is unfortunate To avoid 
this kind of a situation perhaps we 
need a Parliament with a fixed tenure 

Mr B Tire idea has merit, but it is 
not without dangers For the sake of 
stability, should we overlook the 
dangeis 7 These dangers are real 1 or 
example, would tins not give dictatorial 
pov\ i rs to the go\ ernment, and a 
minoritv one at that 7 Since thev know 
that nothin, can dislodge them tor a 
fixed period they mav become arrogant 
and corrupt Ihey may bring India to 
dangerous positions—don t forget that 
India is now a nuclear power Personal 
ambition may take oui 1 he Opposition 
will be helpless and democrat will 
suiter Alter all, checks and balances art 
required If a go\ ernment is not 
working properly, the people should 
ha\e the power to bring it down I 
would like to give an example here In 
an cat her coalition experiment VP 
Singh started the dangerous game of 
di\ lsive politics just to protect his 
position In the name of social justice, 
he brought the country to the verge of 
civil war Suicides were being 
committed across the country In such a 
situation, should the go\ ernment ha\e a 
fixed tenure 7 Please remember that 
India is a fragile society and a 
misguided leader can destroy the very 
basis of our country The right to bring 
down a government is, thus, legitimate 

Mr C Maybe we need a dictator for 
some tune For years, the country has 
been drifting It is now labelled as "the 
woild's biggest underachiever In the 
name of democracy and freedom, we 
have made governance a joke Nobody 
works as there is a strange "social 
justice" that must be delivered by 
employing inefficient and corrupt 


people Our population growth is out of 
control Law and order has been 
deteriorating Public institutions and 
services have broken down In such a 
scenario, what harm can be done if we 
gave the elected government a free 
hand That is the only way that certain 
long-term decisions would be taken 
about the economy, education and 
public health The trouble is that we are 
too wishy-washy We want to be known 
ss a great nation but lack the will to 
take decisions required to become great 
That is a pity, since we have the 
resources but most of them are wasted 
because of lack of policies 

Mr D I would agree with vou to 
some extent After all, it cannot be 
argued by any stretch of imagination 
that the antics of Sonia Gandhi and 
Javalalilha in the previous Lok Sabha 
served Indian democracy in any way 
When petty leaders know that they 
have the power to bring down a 
government, all their ambitions begin to 
use But having said that, we must 
admit that giving a government the 
knowledge that they cannot be removed 
for a fixed tenure, is not an easy 
solution It is also tiue that the country 
needs stability So, perhaps a solution 
has to be found that talus both things 
into account One solution has already 
been put forward, that the powers of 
the government bp curtailed to some 
extent so that a leader cannot create 
mischief in certain areas affecting the 
national fabric Perhaps, there are other 
things that can be done, which preserve 
demoirau and which gives stability as 
well I think we can learn from the 
examples of other countries. In Italy, 
there has been a prolonged period of 
political instability but it Mill has some 
of the world's biggest corporations. In 
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the US, tine President is elected for one 
term but there are Constitutional 
safeguards which prevent him from 
acting irresponsibly. In China, the 
political system has been successfully 
separated from the economic one. 
Perhaps we need a mix of such systems 
which urn help achieu out ni’nu.w* 

Mr E How can u>u unpo* systems 

of another country on oui aiuntrW 
Such a strategy will urt.nmly end in 
disaster We have to s t < what is 
required for our counts >nd then go 
about implementing a •n.-.lem that nn 
work here. Alter all, l.id.a is a diverse 
country and we have to '« eep manv 
things in mind. We know, tor instance, 
that Sanjav Gandhi leiled when he tried 
to control population through high¬ 
handed ways. The example ol V' l 5 Singh 
has already been mentioned. So i don't 
think that any change in the system is 
required We are doing fairly well, 
thanks to our well-entrenched sense ot 
values \o dictator can succeed here. 

We may be underachievers but our 
achievements in different fields are not 
small by any comparison. We have our 
own satellite launch systems, we are a 
nuclear power and we have made 
strides—though modest—in removing 
poverty' and illiteracy, let us not play 
down what we have achieved, despite 
our shortcomings. I don't tiunk that we 
should rush into changing our system. 
Our values of democracy and fair play 
are well rooted in us and every leader 
knows this. Fven if we give a fixed 
term to the government, the Opposition 
will surely have the powers to impeach 
and remove it, should any extreme 
steps be taken. So we should not worry 
too much about stability. Let the 
democratic process take care ot such 
things by itself. 

Mr A It is true that India is not a 
dictatorship. The values of democracy 
are firmly entrenched in India, but 
there are two aspects to this. First, I 
think that we make a fetish of 
democracy. We forget the cost we are 
incurring for it. Do frequent elections 
serve the cause of democracy? In the 


last Lok Sabha, we saw the sorry 
spectacle of politicians pulling down a 
government for no apparent purpose, 
except for personal ambitions which 
were unrealistic to begin with. A 
needless election has been forced on 
the country. We are discussing ways 
In which to avoid this kind ol 
m tuation in the lutuie. 1 do not think 
d i*' a question ot democracy at all. 

I ovv v oter turnout has shown that for 
the majority ot the people elections 
have become a bit ot a farce. Alter all, 
an elected ’o' ernment should be 
given the time to prove itsili There 1 
will always be people who want to 
teppl. the gov eminent and the 
question is how to control such 
p< opk One w ay is to have a fixed 
tenure ol the Lol- Sabha Let us look 
at some other wavs Anothci way 
could he to impose a financial burden 
on the party that topples a 
government but cannot provide an 
alternative m place That will 
discourage political adventurism to 
some extent. For example, if Sonia 
Gandhi knew that she would have to 
pav a fine for toppling the BJP 
government and failing to install a 
Congress government, she would 
have made sure of her support before 
her ill-conceived move Another 
method could be that the President 
assesses the situation and if an 
alternative is not in sight, he should 
ask the government to continue, even 
it it does not have the requisite 
numbers By these ways, the country 
can be saved from bouts of instability 
and frequent elections. 

Mr B I agree with you. Since our 
leaders are not mature enough, there 
have to be some checks and balances 
which prevent irresponsible behaviour 
like the one we have seen in the past. 
The President has a major role to play 
in these times. My fear in allowing a 
fixed tenure of the Lok Sabha was 
that it would give the elected 
representatives a free hand to do what 
they like. We have seen that most of 
our leaders are corrupt. If they know 
that they are entrenched for five 
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years, they will leave all caution to 
the winds and go about building 
personal wealth. This a very real 
danger. That is why the idea of 
having a fixed government tenure was 
not appealing. At the same timer we , 
have also seen large scale waste 
which results in holding frequent 
elections. 1 think we have to find a 
balance which serves the purpose ot 
stability and, at the same time, 
prevents complacency in the minds of 
elected representath es. 

Mr C The problem that we have 
discussed concerns all We find 
oursch es in a peculiar position in 
which we want democracy to 
function, but at the same time, wc do 
not want trequent changes in 
government as we have been 
witnessing in the past tew years. It is 
an understatement that the country 
suffers In fact, we are not taken 
seriously by the international 
community. Foreign investment is a 
trickle compared to a country like 
China. Many smaller countries like 
Singapore and Taiwan ahead of us. 
Political instability has taken a toll 
not only in our standing but also in 
the standard of living of our people: 
the government just does not have the 
time to address long-term problems. If 
the present trend continues, we will 
be left only with elections and little 
else. That is a dangerous situation and 
must be avoided. Maybe, instead of 
giving a fixed tenure to the Lok 
Sabha, we can have other methods 
which serve the purpose of bringing 
stability as also introduces a sense of 
urgency in the government. Or, 
perhaps the electorate will polarise 
among the two big parties and give a 
majority to one, having^ot fed up 
with the antics of politicians. The last 
seems to be the most probable 
solution. 
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> Civil Services Examination 
Answers to your FAQs—I 


> 


The Civil Services t rumination is a \ 
challenge and thousands of candidates appear 
in it every year As many students appear in 
the examination we answer some commonly 
asked questions To achieve success m the 
cram it is important to study in a focused 
manner, both for the Preliminary as noil as 
Jor the Main Exam For an IAS aspirant it 
is important to know the plan of the i 
examination as ivill as what om might ' 
i xpect . 

The examination consists of tw o parts 
the Preliminary 1 xammation (objoi tiv e 
type), which is a qualifying examination 
and a Mam Fxammation consisting of 
written exammation and interview The 
marks obtained in the Preliminary Txam j 
are not counted in the Mam Fxam and it 
is only a screening exam The Preliminary 
Lxam is an objective type test One can 
ippear m the Main Exammation only after 
passmg the Preliminary Exam The Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC) holds 
the Preliminary Exammation m Ma> /June 
and the Mam Exammation is held m 
October/November The notification for 


the Preliminary Examination is published ' 
in December every year The exam is held 
m many cities m India and one can opt for 
a centre near one's place so that 
unnecessary travel is avoided The 
number of vacancies are 600-700 e\ ery 
)car Reservation is made for candidates 


belonging to the Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward 
Classes 

Age The candidate must be between 
21 and 30 years of age as on August 1 every 
}ear for the exam. Relaxations to tile age 
limit are available for 5 years for 
candidates belonging to the scheduled 
1 ^es or those who were domiciled mJ&K 
from January 1,1980 to December 31,1989 
A relaxation of 3- yean in the case of 
Defence Services Personnel disabled in 
’ °perations; upto 8 yean for Scheduled 
(-aste candidate who is also a defence 


personnel, disabled m operations, upto 5 
years in case of ex-servicemen inducting 
Commissioned Officers who have 
rendered at least five years Mititar) 
Service as on August 1 of that year, upto 
10 years in the case of ex-servicemen 
including Commissioned Officers who 
belong to the Scheduled Castes and who 
have rendered at least five years Military 
Serv ice The date of birth acceptable is the 
one entered in the Matriculation or School 
l eaung Certificate No other documents 
with respect »o age are acceptable 

Educational Qualifications Tht 
candidate must hold a degree of any of 
the Universities incorporated by an act of 
legislature in India or educational 
institutions established by an Act of 
Parliament A degree from deemed 
universities under Section 3 of the 
University Grants Commission Act, 195o 
is also eligible Candidates having 
professional and technical qualifications 
recognised by the government are also 
eligible l andidates having an MBBS 
degree but have not completed their 
internship will be provisionally admitted 
to the Mam Fxammation provided that 
they submit a certificate of their Institute 
that they have passed the final 
professional medical exammation Those 
who liave appeared in the final year but 
do not have tiie result can also apply but 
thev would have to produce proof of 
passing the exam with their application 
for tiie Mam Fxam 

Attempts A candidate is permitted 4 
attempts at the exammation There is no 
restriction on the number of attempts for 
scheduled caste candidates but Other 
Backward Classes have seven attempts If 
a person appears in tiie Preliminary Exam 
or even appears in one paper, it is counted 
as an attempt One should make up one's 
mind before applying and taking an 
attempt and only a serious attempt should 
be made « 


Fee The fee for the exam is Rs 40, to 
be paid through Central Recruitment Fee 
stamps available at post offices The post 
office must cancel the stamps so that the 
impression of the cancellation stamp 
partially overflows on the application 
form Instruments such as postal orders, 
drafts and such are not accepted and 
candidates should only send the fee 
through the Recruitment Fee stamps 
Candidates belonging to the scheduled 
castes and physically handicapped 
persons are not required to pay any fee 
How to Apply Applications should 
be made in the prescribed format (the form 
is published in the newspapers carrying 
the advertisement) and sent to Under 
Secretary (CSP), Union Public Service 
Commission Dholpur House, New Delhi- 
110 Oil A registration number is given as 
a token of receipt of the application It a 
candidate does not receive an 
acknowledgement within IS days, he is 
advised to contact the UPSC Admission 
certificates and Roll Nos are sent and if 
they arc not received one month before 
the exam, the candidate should contact the 
UPSC Communications to the UPSC 
should contain name of exammation, 
registration no, name and postal address 
as given m the application 

Plan of the Preliminary 
Examination The Preliminary Exam 
consists of two papers of objective type 
leaving maximum marks of450, as follows 
Paper I General Studies 150 marks 
Paper II One subject to 300 marks 
be selected 
from below 

Total 450 marks 
Subjects for Paper II (one subject to 
be selected) Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary Science, 
Botany, Chemistry, Civil Engineering, 
Commerce, Economics, Electrical 
Engineering, Geography, Gebtogy, Indian 
History, Law, Mathematics, Mechanical 
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Engineering, Medical Science, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, 
Public Administration, Sociology, 
Statistics, Zoology. 

The question papers are in Hindi and 
English and each paper is ot two hours 
duration The course content of the syllabi 
is of degree level. Each paper is of two 
hours duration. Blind candidates are 
allowed an extra time of 20 minutes for 


each paper. 

Plan of the Main Examination: The 
Main Exam consists ot a wntten exam and 
an interview test. Ihe written exam has 9 
papers of conventional essay type. Marks 
obtained in the Main Exam will determine 
whether a candidate is called for the 
interview. Ilie interview tarries 300 marks 
and the number of candidates called is 
about twice the number ot vacancies. 
Interview calls are sent on the basis of 
minimum marks fixed by the UPSC at its 
discretion. Marks obtained m the Main 
Exam plus interview determines the final 
ranking Candidates are allotted various 
services keeping in view their ranks in the 
examination and preferences expressed by 
them. The written examination consists of 
the following papers 
Paper I One of the 300 marks 
languages 
to be selected 
from the Eighth 
Schedule of the 
Constitution 

Paper II Fnglish 300 marks 

Paper III Essay 200 marks 

Paper IV & V General 300 marks 

Studies each 

Paper VI-IX Any two 300 marks 

subjects 
from list of 
optional subjects. 

Each subject 
has two papers 

Interview 300 marks 

Optional subjects: Agriculture, 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Science, Botany, Chemistry, Civil 
Engineering, Commerce and Accountancy, 
Economics, Electrical Engineering, 
Geography, Geology, History, Law, 
Management, Mathematics, Mechanical 
Engineering, Medical Science, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science and International 


Relations, Psychology, Public 
Administration, Sociology, Statistics, 
Zoology. Each paper is of 3 hours duration. 

The following combinations not 
allowed are 1 

Political Science & International 
Relations and Public Administration 
Commerce and Management 
Anthropology and Sociology 
Maths and Statistics 
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Science 

Management and Public 
Administration 

Animal Husbandry & Veterinary 
Science and Medical Science 

Any two branches of engineering. 
Literature of any of the following 
languages: Arabic, Assamese, Bengali, 
Chinese, English, French, German, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, 
Konkani, Marathi, Malayalam, Manipuri, 
Nepali, Oriya, Pali, Persian, Punjabi, 
Russian, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telegu, 
Urdu. 

Interview: The object of the interview 
is to assess the suitability of the candidate 
for a career in public service. It is an 
assessment of not only the intellectual 
qualities but also social traits and interest 
in current affairs. Some of the qualities 
judged are: mental alertness, critical 
powers of assimilation, logical exposition, 
balance of judgement, variety and depth 
of interest, social cohesion, leadership and 
above all, intellectual and moral integrity. 
To succeed in the interview, candidates 
should take an intelligent interest not only 
in areas of their subjects, but also in what 
is happening around them, both within 
and outside their country. They should be 
aware of modern currents of thought and 
in new discoveries which should arouse 
the curiosity of well educated youth. That 
is why it is most important to read 
magazines and newspapers, watch 
television programmes on current affairs 
and also discuss the issues with friends or 
parents on a regular basis. 

A success plan for preliminary 
examination 

One important thing that candidates 
should keep in mind is that since the time 


between the Main Exam and the 
declaration of result of the Preliminary 
Exam is very less, it is advisable to begin 
preparations of the Main Exam along with 
the Preliminary Exam. 

The General Studies paper covers the 
following areas: • 

General Science; Current events of 
national and international importance. 
History of India; World Geography; Indian 
Polity and Economy; Indian National 
Movement; General Mental Ability 

For this section, it is important to be 
updated in all fields. For History, 
Economy, Polity, etc, it is advisable to read 
Class 11 and 12 books published by the 
NCERT. Some books on the freedom 
struggle are published by the National 
Book Trust. For general knowledge and 
objective-type questions, refer to General 
Knowledge Refresher by O P Khanna. For 
General Mental Ability and current affairs, 
it is advisable to read Tub Compitihon 
Mastfr regularly. 

One question that is often asked by 
students is about the subjects that they 
should take up. Since some subjects are 
scoring, students wish to opt for them 
But one thing that must be kept in mind 
is one's aptitude. If one has studied a 
subject since school and one is 
comfortable in it, chances of doing well 
in it are greater rather than taking up an 
unrelated subject which one may never 
have studied. Generally speaking, do not 
choose an entirely new subject in which 
you will have to work very hard. If the 
optional is prepared well for the 
preliminary and the same subject is also 
planned to be opted as one of the 
optionals, it is very useful and saves a 
lot of labour. 

Once you have decided to appear in 
the Civil Services Exam, preparations 
should start early. A look at past papers 
helps get an idea about the kind ot 
questions that are ask&l. Over the years, 
The Competition Master has published 
solved papers which can be referred to. It 
may be advisable to join a coaching 
institute so that one keeps in touch with 
other students and discuss issues with 
them. It is important, however, to select a , 
good institute. However, one can be ^ 
successful by self-study also. 
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PARAGRAPH-U'NIHNt, 


a 


Model Paragraphs 


"Laughter is a tranquillizer 
with no side effects." 

—Arnold Gtasoiv 

The irony of many a medicine, we 
are told, is that if it cures, it can cause 
complications as well. In the midst of 
this risky adventure, where taking a 
medicine is fraught with all sorts of ill 
consequences, there is one anti-dole— 
rather panacea—for the most 
devastating illness called mental 
tension, emotional turmoil or physical 
stress. With no side effects or adverse 
* reactions flowing tram laughter, the 
most effective tranquillizer for our 
suicharged emotions, bodily aches and 
mental tensions, it is a heavenly gift, 
laughter, the free favour of nature and 
the most august asset of our make-up, 
relieves us of our woes and worries, 
tears and jeers, kicks and knocks that 
the man-made morbid milieu 
administers us at every turn and twist 
of existehce. Laughter, if fully explored 
and exploited for giving vent to one's 
suppressed feelings, sentiments and 
stresses, can work wonders in our lives. 
^ With no sickening side effects to fear, 
laughter is the best pill or potion that 
costs nothing but cures one and all in 
equal measure. 

"It is easy to drive people. 
What is hard is to lead them." 

—Rabindranath Tagore 

Only persons with vision and 
virtue know the thin line of distinction 
between driving people to madness and 
leading people to sanity. It may be qui{e 
easy to drive people like dumb-driven v 
cattle and use them as fuel and fodder' 
for one's nefarious designs and dubious 
^ distinctions. Gullible as ordinary people 
are, the more canny and churning push 


them into the alleys of darkness and 
deprive them of their innate goodness 
and godliness. Once ordinary people 
fall into the trap, there is nothing but 
sorrow to trail them all their lives. 

Noble persons, who are not motivated 
by any selfish ends, try their best to 
tread the right path and expect their 
friend and followers to follow suit, 
because in the righteousness of the 
course, lies the welfare of all. To become 
a victim of tury and frenzy needs no 
caution, but to be a prudent person 
with animal instincts under control 
needs a lot of discreet deliberations and 
decent demeanour. It is given to 
leaders to lead the people properly, so 
that the objective in view is neither 
thwarted nor lost sight of. Though a 
hard and hazardous exercise, leading 
the mobs to cherished goals and 
coveted ends, with fair means, is both 
desirable and durable. 

"Justice without force is 
impotent; force without justice is 
tyranny." 

• —Pascal 

The principle of justice is like the 
pivot around which move the 
paradigms of 'equality before law', 
‘socio-economic justice' and the much 
desired 'sanctity of law and its inter¬ 
pretation' without fear or favour. The 
vast net-work of judiciary and executive 
is supposed to implement the tenets of 
justice without delay or dithering 
because 'justice delayed is justice 
denied'. If justice without adequate 
force or power delineates the incapacity 
of the nation-State, the other side of the 
coin is equally disturbing and 
debilitating. The use of force, with ears 
and eyes shut on the part of 'powers- 
that-be', is nothing but an open 


invitation to tyranny and lawlessness. 
Justice without discretion and the 
discerning eye can lead to blood-shed, 
which no civilized society can afford to 
live. Justice, therefore, ought to be 
tempered with necessary force, but no 
force should be allowed to go wild and 
wayward. 

"Patriotism is the passion of 
fools and the most foolish of 
passions." 

—Arthur Schopcnhenr 

To debunk patriotism as the 
passion of fools or the most foolish of 
passions, may be a sweeping statement. 
The truth or validity of the saying 
becomes self-evident when one tries to 
go through the pages of history where 
the passion of patriotism drove certain 
persons to the brink of belligerence and 
bellicosity. Fascism was the other side 
of perverted patriotism which only a 
foolish person, oblivious of the 
horrendous consequences of his 
misdemeanour or misdeeds, does suffer 
from. In the name of pompous 
patriotism, prudence is pushed aside 
and the apple cart of socio-economic 
progress upset. Patriotism devoid of 
prudent perceptions and perspectives 
can lead to pitfalls that a person or 
polity may find hard to recover or 
redeem. More harm than good may 
proceed from the passion of possessive 
patriotism if the fools are not reined in 
and their foolish passions are not 
curbed. Nationalism and not patriotism 
is the sober sentiment that renders 
citizens responsible and responsive to 
the needs or requirements of unfolding 
situations. The world, at different points 
of time, has paid a very heavy price for 
the folly of fanaticism, which the fools 
flaunt as patriotism. , 
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How do chlorofluro carbons pose 
a danger to the ozone layer? 

—Rajnn Sinfill, Ludhiana 
The upper atmosphere 
contains a layer of ozone, which 
is formed when ultraviolet 
radiation from the sun acts on 
oxygen. This layer of ozone 
protects the earth from the 
sun's ultraviolet rays In recent 
decades there has been a 
significant reduction in the amount 
of atmospheric ozone due to the 
discharge mto the atmosphere of 
chloroiluro- 


I am in the second year and 
want to appear for CAT next year. 
How can 1 start my 
preparation? 

—Atit! Vaish, Allahabad 
^ (U.P.) 

It is good that Jou are 
thinking of CAT one year in 
advance. You can start 
doing your basics in Maths 
and English. Since speed is 
required in the examination, a 
thorough understanding is 
essential. You can build tiiis up over 
two years. 


carbons, 
which are 
widely 
used in 




At the same 
time, do a 
number of 
tests, like 


refrigeration, insulating foam, solvents 
and aerosols. These remain in the 
atmosphere for a long time and combine 
with and destroy ozone molecules This is 
how chlorofluro carbons (CTCs) result in 
destruction of the atmospheric ozone 

I want to join a computer institute. 

But there are so many of them, each 
claiming to be better than the other. I 
feel confused. Could.you help me make 
up my mind? 

—Manama Ran/an, Calcutta 

Most young people join Computer 
Institutes for the wrong reason—to know 
something about computers That is the I am a student of class 12 and want 
reason that such courses do not result in to do Hotel Management but have no 
lucrative jobs promised by computer idea where to start. Could you please 
institutes. In order to get the best results, guide me? * 

it is important to follow some simple stq>s —Vikas foslu, Lucknme (U P) 

First, assess why you want to join a There are a number of private and 
computer institute Is it to become a government institutes offering diplomas 

software expert or just to know something and degrees in Hotel Management. You 

about computers to keep up with the should start preparing for the entrance 

world 7 If the latter be your aim, reading a tests when you are in class 12. 

book may be a better option. But if you Many institutes come under the 
want technical knowledge that helps you National Council for Hotel Management 

get a software job, look for an institute and Catering Technology. The test is held 

that can train you in such softwares in April every year. You should look out 

joining a generalised course will not be of for admission notification in January. A 

any use. number of hotel chains, such as the Taj 

We understand that there is a lot of Group and Welcomgtoup also have theijr 

advertising hype created by computer training courses leading to diplomas in 

institutes, but it is important to keep your Hotel Management. Finally, there are a 

objectives clear. If you work backward large number of private institutes for 

from your needs, you will make a better which you could prepare. 


decision rather than try to choose between 
different institutes on the basis of claims 
made by them. 


What is meant by "Hi-Fi" Radio? 

—Moslafa Gazi, 24 Paraganas (W. 

Bengal) 

High Fidelity, or its generic noun "Hi- 
Fi" is used for systems carrying a signal 
with very little distortion. A camera or 
radio transmitter could be high fidelity. 
In common parlance, "Hi-Fi" is used to 
describe domestic equipment for sound 
reproduction. 


the one published by CoMirnnoN Masth:, 
to help assess where you stand In this 
way, you can constantly upgrade and 
improve your performance. 

I would like to prepare for the UGC- 
NET exam. What is the syllabus for 
Reasoning and how can I prepare for it? 

—Seema Sharmn, New Delhi 

The UGC sends some sample 
questions when you apply for the NET 
exam. This will help you assess the 
syllabus and the requirements for the 
exam. Generally speaking, a book on 
reasoning would cover all kinds of 
questions that are asked. You can also refer 
to "Test of Reasoning" published by 
Khanna Brothers. 

From where can I get detailed 
syllabus of DOE-ACC-A level exams? 

—Ranjan Roy, Ditrgapur (W. Bengal) 

You can get a detailed syllabus of 
DOE courses from an accredited 
institute. It is also published in 
newspapers along with a list of such 
institutes. You can also write to 
DOEACE Society, Electronics Niketan, 

6, CGO Complex, New Delhi-110003. 

What is the eligibility for appearing 
in the IAS examination. 

—Kanchan Singh, Asaneal (West Bengal) 

The qfeil services notification says 
Quit candidates must hold a degree from h 
any of the universities incoqwfltted by an 
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act of .legislature or educational institutions established by an act 
of Parliament. A degree from a deemed university by the UGC 
is also eligible. 

What can be done to improve General Knowledge for IAS? 

—Joseph P.A., P.O. Chiyyaram (Kerala) 

A constant reading and awareness are the secret to General 
Knowledge. You can follow a book like "General Knowledge 
Refresher" by O.P. Khanna as also read The Competition Master 
regularly. Do die question papers published in it regularly. In 
this way, your General Knowledge will increase a great deal. 

What is Econometrics? Is it related to Economics? 

—Shiucta Jain, Mumbai 

Econometrics is a branch of Economics that uses statistical 
methods to describe economic phenomena and thus discover 
how they affect each other. The term also refers to statistical and 
mathematical analysis of economic relationships. 

What is bait money? 

—Anil Kumar, Nciu Delhi 

Bait money is money offered as a bait to trap a prospective 
client. Sometimes companies offer high interest payments or 
discounts which act as a bait for people to invest in such 
companies. 

I am a student of law. I am planning to do CA and CS also. 
Will an MBA degree be useful for me? 

—Manas Vcrma, Dehradun (II. P.) 

You want to do many things. It is true that every degree is 
useful but before you collect every conceivable degree that you 
can think of, it would be advisable to figure out what you want 
to do and achieve in life. Apparently, you do not want to be a 
lawyer. Sit down and decide whether you want to be an 
accountant, a company secretary or a business manager. Then go 
about getting the necessary qualifications. Otherwise, you may 
take up too much burden which may hamper your performance. 
Generally speaking, a CA-CS, MBA-CS, MBA-CA are good 
combination of degrees. 

When was the Morse code made? 

—Arun Kumar Sahoo, Puri (Orissa) 

the Morse code was devised in 1838 by Samuel Morse. 
Messages could be delivered by means of representations of dots 
and dashes. These days ships use digital systems and die Morse 
code has been discontinued. 
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ypu speak It — fluently? 
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being able to speak it fluently... And writing skills, 
translating skills, ready-made sentences or cassettes 
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your words flowing out. 

• Our course removes the fluency-blocking 
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In detail. Discuss. Explain. Describe. Argue. Chat 
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Descriptive Questions 


Educational qualifications and 
Candidates seeking elections 

Q. 1. For the successful working of 
democracy, some educational qualifica¬ 
tions ought to be laid down for candi¬ 
dates seeking elections to Lok Sabha 
and State Assemblies. Give two argu¬ 
ments in favour and two against the 
proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. We take pride in our democracy and 
perhaps rightly so but there could be noth¬ 
ing more ridiculous than our smugness 
with which we have deliberately ignored 
the most basic requirement of prescribing 
some minimum educational qualifications 
for our legislators and members of Parlia¬ 
ment. More than fifty years after indepen¬ 
dence, we have the rare distinction of 
having some law-makers who can neither 
read nor write and yet sit in the august 
bodies of law-making that affect the des¬ 
tiny of millions and millions of our poor 
and gullible citizens. This passes our 
comprehension as to why the question of 
fixing some minimum educational qualifi¬ 
cations for those seeking elections to State 
assemblies and Parliament should cause so 
much controversy and consternation. 

2. If for some junior-most post or job, 
some basic qualifications are required, why 
not for those who are supposed to debate, 
discuss and deliberate and then decide 
policies that concern every citizen in one 
way or the other. Besides the lung and 
tongue power that our elected representa¬ 
tives profusely use while sitting or stand¬ 
ing in the safe haven of 'law-making 
houses', the ability to peruse draft bills, 
policies and programmes should not be 
treated with contempt, as has been the case 
till now. 

,< Arguments against the proposition 

1. Since a majority of our population 


still lives in villages and die scourge of 
drop-outs is the highest among rural boys 
and girls, how can we debar them from 
contesting elections when they become 
eligible and that too on the flimsy ground 
of not possessing the minimum educational 
qualifications. By insisting on this condi¬ 
tion, we shall be exercising the worst type 
of discrimination against those who have 
remained illiterate or unlettered for no fault 
ot theirs. 

2. The commanding heights that per¬ 
sons like K. Kamraj and others achieved 
in public life, without the appendage of 
elitist education, both at the State and na¬ 
tional-level, should be enough to open the 
eyes of those who are so enamoured of 
paper qualifications. More than the book¬ 
ish knowledge, it is the inherent 
commonsense that communicates with 
the masses, which is the asset of most 
political personalities No snobbery but 
the seriousness of purpose should be the 
basic qualification of candidates seeking 
elections to State assemblies and Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Model code of conduct and 
governance 

Q. "Model code of conduct cannot 
declare a lock-out on governance." Sub¬ 
stantiate the statement with your con¬ 
sidered views based on experience, 
reading and knowledge. 

Ans. With elections becoming too 
frequent to arouse any public interest, it 
is but natural that the paramount job of 
governance suffers the most during the 
period when the model code of conduct 
(tomes into force. In fact, governance, good 
or bad, comes to a near halt once the elec¬ 
tions begin to loom large over the coun¬ 
try. Willy-nilly, the model code of conduct 
declares a lock-out on governance because 
no policy decisions or new programmes 


can be initiated, lest they be construed as 
misuse of power by the 'care-taker gov¬ 
ernment' or denial of level playing ground 
to all parties other than the ruling one. In 
three years, our polity has witnessed or 
undergone the ordeal of three elections to 
the Lok Sabha, with the result that there 
has been very little governance and much 
more politics, polemics and politicking 
The question that shoflld stir us the most 
is 'whether we can allow our one billion 
people to suffer stagnation or stalus- 
quoism' for no fault of theirs. Certainly 
not. 

No government worth its salt can 
afford to sit back and watch events over¬ 
taking the national interests. Some vital 
decisions that concern the security of the 
country cannot brook any delay what¬ 
ever the legal status of the government. 
If the country is subjected to external 
threat, overt or covert, some momentous 
actions have to be taken regardless of die 
'model code'. The wheels of production 
and productivity cannot be allowed to 
slow down or be jammed simply because 
corrective initiatives or steps are prohib¬ 
ited under the code. 

The model code, as we all know and 
agree, has been designed to facilitate free 
and fair elections and not to be a hin¬ 
drance to governance. If the election-pe¬ 
riod becomes inordinately lengthy for 
reasons best known to those who 'matter 
and chatter' the most, governance of a 
country like India cannot be given a go- 
bye. We are living in a highly complex 
world and any crisis anywhere under the 
sun is going to affect us, more or less, for 
which the government of the day has to 
act in the best interests of the country If 
by doing so, the ruling party or coalition 
is benefited to some extent, let it be so. 
There is no denying that for the conduct 
of free and fair elections, the strict enforce¬ 
ment or interpretation of 'model cods' is 
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H must, but care should be taken by the 
Election Conumssion that over-enthusi- 
asm/mterference does not become syn¬ 
onymous with non-governance or 
governance going in a state of limbo 

Population Explosion 

Q. Suggest three effective mea¬ 
sures to deal with our explosing popu¬ 
lation problem. Explain how the 
measures suggested by you would be 
effective in the prevailing socio¬ 
economic scenario 

Ans. Having already crossed the one- 
billion mark, it is a matter of shock and 
shame that we are least worried about the 
population problem that can land us m 
the most difficult and daunting situations 
Political parties, conspicuously uncon¬ 
cerned about the 'exploding numbers' and 
the 'environmental degradation', have yet 
to get out ot their slumber and see the 
writings on the wall Before the tinder- 
box (population) explodes and engulfs all 
and sundry into its devastating embrace, 
we should adopt the followmg measures 
to tackle the dilemma that stares us in the 
face 

Past experience tells us that coercion 
andfcompulsion m matters of population 
control or family planning can prove 
counter-productive At the root of most of 
our socio-economic problems is wide¬ 
spread illiteracy and that too among our 
women Unless this area of 'darkness' is 
lighted by giving massive and meaning¬ 
ful education to the totally uneducated 
and ignorant ones, the numbers would 
continue to haunt us at every turn and 
twist of our developmental activities and 
successes Hence, die fust and the fore¬ 
most measure to check the exploding de¬ 
mographic graph is to educate all, and 
particularly the women 

Solutions of the problems do exist 
and often they ate simpler that what the 
'powers that be' would like us to believe 
Both the programmes of population con¬ 
trol and illiteracy should be taken to- 
gether, as they are inextricably Hhked with 
each other. Since both these problems are 
mainly confined to file Stages of Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihat Rajasthan and Madhya 


Pradesh, the Chief Ministers of these 
States should be asked to keep the portfo¬ 
lios for education, health and family with 
themselves and examine from tune to time 
why thmgs refuse to move in the right 
direction State administrations should see 
that rural couples who opt for birth con¬ 
trol are not made to travel several 
kilometres, usually on foot, to buy means 
of birth control 

Television, whose reach and impact, 
have gone beyond all expectations, can be 
a powerful medium of spreading literacy 
among all sections of our society who have 
remained deprived of this basic need of 
self-improvement and social change Be¬ 
sides entertainment, it can become a pow¬ 
erful instrument m changing many a flaw 
m our approach and attitude 

National interest versus 
contentious issues 

Q. In the opinion of some right 
thinking persons. 'Contentious issues 
that divide the people' should be 
shelved for some years. Substantiate 
the statement with your views based 
on ground realities, and national in¬ 
terests. 

Ans Ihere is no gainsaying the fact 
that India is confronted with a host of 
problems, some of which are a legacy 
from the past whde others are the results 
of short-sightedness and electoral arith¬ 
metic Democracy for all intents and 
purposes is a government by majority 
rule or vote, but qiute often, despite 
simple or brute majority, the concepts of 
consensus and conciliation should take 
precedence over conflict and confronta¬ 
tion Since there is no dearth of socio¬ 
economic problems that we face m the 
most turbulent and troublesome period 
of our national life, it is in the fitness of 
thmgs that all contentious issues that are 
likely to divide us to the last person are 
put on the back-burner or shelved for 
' some years. 

Contentious issues are, more often 
than not, emotional jn content and context 
and once they are raised or magnified out 
of proportion and propriety, the real issues 
like eradication of pnyerty and illiteracy, 
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health and family planning, etc get rel¬ 
egated to the background and the country 
keeps slipping into the morass and mire of 
social unrest, economic disparities and po¬ 
litical puerility I est we arc (.aught more 
and more in the cobw eb of non issues it is 
high tune that political parties of all hues 
and hypes give up their prejudices and par¬ 
tisan proclivities and devote their words 
and deeds towards tackling the problems 
of the people in a spirit of grve-and-take 
The contentious issues like the re¬ 
organisation of States, bringing more and 
more classes or communities under reser- 
vation category, construction of Ram 
Temple, Uniform ClvilCode, abrogation of 
Article 370 and the like can safely be de¬ 
ferred till such time when tempers cool 
down and consensus becomes the common 
concern of all Of all other considerations 
that have clouded the vision of political 
parties and persons Only national mterest 
should become the motivating force behind 
all deliberations and actions There is noth¬ 
ing more sacred and sacrosanct than at¬ 
tending to the real issues of national 
importance and uigencj The sane voice of 
sane right thinking persons should be 
heeded 
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India 

The predominant amongst 
significant events which took place 
during the months of November m the 
Indian history include—organisation of 
Gadr Party in San Francisco by I ala 
Hardyal with the help of Ram Chandra 
and Barkatulla on November 1,1913 
starting of Non Brahmin Movement on 
November 20,1916, British Cabinet 
setting up a Reforms Commission under 
the chairmanship of John Simon on 
November 8,1927, commencement of 
first Round Table Conference at 1 ondon 
on November 15,1930, Mahatma 
Gandhi commenting 'Harijan Tour 
from Satyagraha Ashram Wardha on 
November 7,1933, Jai Prakash Narayan 
disappearing from Hazartbagh Jail on 
November 9,1942, beginning of IN A 
Court Martial in Red Port on November 
5, 1945; Constituent Assembly passing 
Indian Constitution on November 26, 
1949, inauguration of Chittaranjan 
Locomotive Works by Dr Rajendra 
Prasad on November 2,1953; French 
Government transferring Pondicherry 
Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam to India on 
November 1, 1954, commissioning of 
Kidderpore (Calcutta) Bastulatc bridge 
on November 5,1960, formation of 
Haryana and Union Territory of 
Chandigarh on November 1, 1966, 
inauguration of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University in New Delhi on November 
14,1969, signing of Farakka agreement 
by India and Bangladesh on November 
5,1977, Congress (I) Parliamentary 
Party electing Rajiv Gandhi leader on 
November 2,1984 (after the 
assassination of Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi), commissioning of India's 
highest IV Tower (235 metres) at 
Peetampura (New Delhi) on November 
7,1988, Prime Minister Chandra Sekhar 
winning (269 to 204 with 15 absentees) 
the 'trust vote' on November 16,1990; 
at Durban, Sachin Tendulkar becoming 


i the first batsman to be given out by the 
third umpire on November 14,1992; 
breaking of Milkha Smgh's Rome 
Olympic (1960) record of 400-metre by 
Paramjit Smgh of Police on November 
4,1998 _ 

Dedicatory 1 

James Clerk Maxwell, the 
Scottish Physicist of the fame of 
electro magnetic theory, was born on 
I November 13 1831 

Surendra Nath Banerjee, who 
was instrumental in the formation of I j 
Indian Association (1876) was born | i 
in Calcutta on November 10 1848 
Bipin Chander Pal, noted 
freedom fighter who also started the 
i monthly Journal Hindu Review was 
born at Poll (Bangladesh) on 
November 7,1838 

Mane Cune, the Polish bom 
1 rench Physicist, who twice won the 
Nobel Prize, was born on November 
7, 1867 

Chandrashekhar Venkata 
Raman, the Indian Scientist and 
winner of the Nobel prize, was bom 
atTnchinopoly on November 7,1888 
Jawahar Lai Nehru, the first 
i Prime Minister of independent India, 

was born on November 14,1889 


International 

The array of significant events 
which took place during the months 
of November in the international 
history include—Panama becoming 
independent of Colombia on 
November 3, 1903, Alfred 
Harmsworth founding die British 
newspaper The Daily Mirror on 
November 2, 1904; German fleet 
mutinying at Kiel on November 3, 
1918; in the Balfour Declaration, 
Britain announcing support for a 
Jewish State in Palestine on 
November 2, 1917; the British 


| Broadcasting Company (BBC) making 
its first broadcast on November 14, 
1922, Adolf Hitler attempting a futile 
coup d etat in Munich to overthrow 
the Bavarian Government on 
November 8, 1923, Stanley Baldwin 
becoming Prime Minister of Britain oi 
November 6, 1924, Tuikey abolishing 
use of the Arabic Alphabet in favour 
of Roman scheme on November 3, 
1928, George II returhing Greece to 
make it once again a Monarchy on 
November 3, 1935, re-election of 
President Roosevelt for a third term 
as US President on November 5, 1940 
UNLSCO coming into bung on 
November 4, 1946, Israeli Prime 
Minister David Ben Gunon resigning 
because of the 'Spiritual fatigue' on 
November 4, 1953, Israel and Egypt 
signing the historic 6-point 
document—the first direct pact in 25 
years—on November 11, 1973, 
Pakistan officially ending its 
membership to SEATO on November 
7, 1973 (19 years after the founding cl 
the joint Defence Pact), in USSR Yuri 
Andropov succeeding Brezhnev on 
November 12, 1982, opening of Kmg 
Khalid International Airport, the 
largest m the world, on November 14, 
1983, at Bangalore Richard Hadlee 
becoming the highest wicket taker in 
the Test Cricket on November 12, 
1988, Nawaz Sharif taking over on 
November 6, 1990 as 11th Prime 
Minister of the 5th freely elected 
Government of Pakistan; democrat 
Bill Clinton winning ejection and 
becoming the 42nd President of USA 
on November 4,1992; Mrs Chandrika 
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, 49, 
taking over Sri Lanka's youngest, 
first woman «ty$ the 4(h President on 
November 1&1994; BUI Clinton 
agreeing to ply 850,000 to Paula 
Jones to drop her sexual harassment 
lawsuit on November 14,1998. 
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General Studies Scene 

Expected Questions for forthcoming Mains Examination 


Q. 1. Hie office of the President of India was designed 
on the British Model. With this background, consider the 
modifications of the Executive Powers of the President by 
42nd Amendment 1976 and thereafter by the 44th Amend¬ 
ment 1978 to the Constitution of India. Comment on the 
changes. 

Ans. 1. After independence, the framers of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion adopted the Parliamentary Democracy, mainly adopting the 
British Model with certain differences One of the mam differ¬ 
ences is that whde India is a republic, Britain still follows the 
Monarchy, with the Monarch being the Executive Head But like 
Indian President, British Monarch is also the nominal head and 
Executive Powers are, in fact, exercised by the Council of Minis¬ 
ters. Framers of Indian Constitution also adopted the same model 
and vested the President with similar powers as to the king of 
Britain. There are two limitations on the executive powers of the 
President. Article 75 (1) specifically requires that Ministers can be 
appointed by the President 
only on the advice of the 

Prime Minister Further, This feature has been specially 

Article 74 (1) requires that dates 0 j Services (Mams) ex 

executive shall be exercised questions that arc asked in theGene 

by the President of India questions are to be ansuvred This i 

m accordance with the experts feel might he asked in the fi 

advice of the Council of 
Ministers. 

Originally, the Consti¬ 
tution of India did not expressly envisage that the President was 
bound to act in accordance with the advice given by the Council 
of Ministers, although it was held by several judgements of the 
Supreme Court of India that the President of India was not the 
real executive but a constitutional one, who was bound to act as 
per the advice of the Council of Ministers. Sanjeevi Vis State of 
Madras and Shamsher Singh Vs State of Punjab are two such cases 
derided by the Supreme Court of India in 1970 and 1974 respec¬ 
tively, holding tire above position. 

Several changes were introduced in the Constitution of India 
by 42nd amendment in 1976. An amendment in Article 74 (1) 
made it obligatory on part of the President of India to act in ac¬ 
cordance with the advice of the Council of Ministers in exercise of 
his functions. The amended provision reads as under: 

"There shall be a Council of Ministers With die Prime Minis¬ 
ter at the head to aid and advise the President, who shall, in the 
exercise of his functions, act in accordance with such advice." 


This feature has been specially prepared to help the aspiring candi¬ 
dates of Civil Services (Mams) examination have an idea of type of 
questions that are asked in the General Studies paper and the my these 
questions are to be ansuvred This issue incorporates topics which our 
experts feel might he asked in the forthcoming examination 


the President to require die Council of Ministers to reconsider 
such advice; but if die advice is reiterated, the President has no 
option but to accept it. Hie added proviso to Article 74 (1) is as 
under: 

"Provided that the President may require the Council of 
Ministers to reconsider such advice, either generally or otherwise, 
and the President shall act in accordance with die advice tendered 
after such reconsideration." 

As a result of above changes, the President hardly has any 
discretion and any refusal to act as per such an advice may attract 
impeachment proceedings against him for violation of the Con¬ 
stitution. Hence, all the powers provided in the Constitution in 
the name of die President are de-facto the powers of the Council of 
Ministers and the Prime Minister These changes, however, are in 
accordance with the spirit of the Constitution. In a democratic 
set-up like ours, the executive powers must be vested in die insti¬ 
tution that represents the sovereign will of the people. Since the 

_- - President of India is elected 

by an indirect election by 
’epared to help the aspiring candi- an ®l®ctaral college having 
ninalion have an idea of type of limitesd electorate, logically 

i Studies paper and trie tvay these President does not have 

me incorporates topics which our die direct mandate of the 
fhcomtng examination people. Since the mandate 

is in favour of the Prime 
Minister and the Council of 
Ministers, the executive 


powers are rightly vested in them. 


> of Ministers, although it was held by several judgements of the Q. 2. Discuss the secular nature of Indian Polity. Also 

Supreme Court of India that the President of India was not the discuss the position of minorities in India, 

real executive but a constitutional one, who was bound to act as Ans. 2. Eight from its original formation, Indian Consdtu- 
per the advice of the Council of Ministers. Sanjeevi Vis State of tion had a secular character, guaranteeing the secularism in Ar- 

Madras and Shamsher Singh Vs State of Punjab are two such cases tides 25 to 29, alongwith special provisions for minorities. Indian 

decided by the Supreme Court of India in 1970 and 1974 respec- secularism means that the State projects all the religions equally 

lively, holding the above position. and does not itself uphold and adopt any religion as the State 

Several changes were introduced in the Constitution of India religion. The ideal of secularism in India seeks to achieve the 

by 42nd amendment in 1976. An amendment in Article 74 (1) unity and fraternity of the people of India, protecting its ethnic 

made it obligatory on part of the President of India to act in ac- diversity. 42nd Amendment inserted the word 'secular' in the 

cordance with the advice of the Council of Ministers in exercise of Preamble of the Constitution, making it a part of basic structure 

his functions. The amended provision reads as under: of the Constitution. As done by some other constitutions, Indian 

"There shall be a Council of Ministers With die Prime Minis- Constitution does not prescribe any religion to be the official re¬ 
tec at the head to aid and advise the President, who shall, in the ligion of the State. Eights erf the citizens, granting liberty of belief, 

exercise of his functions, act in accordance with such advice." faith and worship, have been enshrined in the fundamental rights. 

Even after the change of government at the Centre in 1977 with a constitutional remedy. Hence, a citizen of India is at liberty 

If the new government retained tbs above amended text, but vide to profess, practice and propagate any religion erf his choice. 
44th Constitutional amendment a proviso was added, enabling Various judicial pronouncements have widened the meaning 



of secularism in India. Not only practice and propagation of reli¬ 
gion is allowed, but also those rituals and observances which are 
regarded as integral part of a religion by the followers of a reli¬ 
gion. Things which are essentially religious cannot be interfered 
by the regulation of the State. 

The word "secular" has a diverse meaning But its true inter¬ 
pretation in the context of Indian Constitution has adequately 
been made by the Supreme Court of India in its various judge¬ 
ments. Main features of Indian secularism, thus, are as under: 

(a) Secularism does not render the State hostile towards reli¬ 
gion, but makes it neutral between different religions. 

(b) Every citizen is free to practice and profess his own reli¬ 
gion and the term, secularism does not render an ardent follower 
of a religion "non-seuilar 

(c) The fact that Sanskrit is offered as an elective subject and 
not Arabic or Persian, does not violate the basic tenets of secu¬ 
larism. 

(rf) Politics and religion cannot be mixed in India. No politi¬ 
cal party can appeal to the electorate for votes on grounds of 
religion, as it violates the provisions of Article 356 of the Consti¬ 
tution 

(e) Secularism is part of basic structure of the Constitution 
and any attempt to \ lolate the above feature would be violative 
of the provisions of the Constitution 

A few States have legislated Acts to prevent conversion of a 
person to other religion by force, fraud or allurement and decid¬ 
ing petitions in favour of these Acts, the Supreme Court of India 
has held that the word "propagate" does not give the right to 
convert people forcibly or by inducements, as it violates another 
basic liberty of a man—the liberty of conscience There is, how¬ 
ever, no bar on a person voluntarily converting himself to some 
other religion. 

Minorities; There are special pro\ isions in the Indian Con¬ 
stitution to protect the interests of minorities All minority groups, 
including religious, linguistic or cultural minorities, have been 
safeguarded by special provisions. While the religious freedom 
granted by the Constitution in Articles 25-29 has already been 
explained above, the Constitution also guarantees the right to 
conserve the distinct language, script or culture. Linguistic and 
cultural minorities have this protection, enabling them to con¬ 
serve and practice their culture and language. As per Article 350 
A, the State is required to provide adequate facilities for instruc¬ 
tion in mother tongue at the primary stage of education to the 
children belonging to linguistic minorities. Further, Article 350 B 
provides for appointment of a special officer for linguistic minori¬ 
ties to investigate all matters relating to the safeguards provided 
for this group of people. In addition, no citizen can be denied ad¬ 
mission to an educational institution maintained by the State or 
receiving State aid, on ground only of religion, race, caste, language 
or any of them. Last, but not the least, the Parliament in 1992 en¬ 
acted the National Commission for Minorities Act 1992for monitor¬ 
ing the working of the safeguards provided in the Constitution for 
minorities. > 

Dm foregoing reveals that though the extreme steps like com¬ 
munal representation have been avoided by the makers of the 


Constitution, yet special and explicit provisions have been made 
for the minorities with a view to safeguard their interests. A pro¬ 
vision like communal representation would have rather harmed 
the interests of these groups. Even Without defining such specific 
representation, an impartial observer would not fail to observe 
that persons belonging to minorities have reached the highest 
office of the President in India, in addition to the offices like Vice- 
President, Ministers, Governors, Ambassadors, Judges of superior 
courts and even Chairpersons of several Constitutional bodies 
from time to time. In addition, they also have the right to set up 
educational institutions of their choice. Several provisions of tem¬ 
porary nature are also there for their upliftment, till their back¬ 
wardness is removed. 

Q. 3. Briefly describe the Kashmir problem. Why has 
India been opposing the demand for plebiscite? Recent in¬ 
trusions in Kargil area points to certain shortcomings in In¬ 
dian defence. Examine them and also discuss the lessons learnt 
for future. 

Ans. 3. Kashmir problem is the legacy of the British Rule. 
When the British left India, they did not clearly decide die fate of 
the Princely States and gave them the option of joining either the 
State of India or Pakistan. Most of the rulers of these States de¬ 
cided to accede to the State in whose geographical area theirStates 
were situated, by signing the "instrument of accession", as pro¬ 
vided in the Indian Independence Act 1947. Problem arose in the 
States of Hyderabad, Junagarh and Kashmir, the three largest 
States. In the States of Junagarh and Hyderabad the rulers were 
muslim and majority of the population was Hindu The rulers 
delayed the signing of the instrument of accession in favour ot 
India, resulting in laige-scale violence and disturbances in these 
two States. Indian government restored the law and order and 
conducted plebiscites in these States, getting overwhelming re¬ 
sponse in favour of India. As a result, these two States were merged 
in Indian Union. 

Situation of Kashmir was entirely different. Ruler of Kashmir 
Raja Hari Singh was Hindu while majority of population was 
Muslim. He also delayed signing of instrument of accession in 
favour of any of the countries. In 1948, Pakistani Army, in the garb 
of local tribals, attacked Kashmir to capture and annex it forcibly 
At that time, ruler of Kasluhir executed the instrument of acces¬ 
sion in favour of India. But, by .the time Indian armed forces were 
rushed to Kashmir northern and western parts of Kashmir had 
already been captured by the Pakistani fortefc. the United Na¬ 
tions intervened and ordered cease fire and wherever die forces of 
two countries were positioned, it was called the Line of Control 
and was given the status of international bolder. 

Since then, there have been wars for Kashmir, with Pakistan 
claiming this State. Pakistan has also demanded time and again/ j 
at various international fora that there should be plebiscite in 
Kashmir also. But India iriaihtains that after the erstwhile ruler of 
Kashmir executed die instrument of accession in favour of Indian 
Union, the question of plebiscite did not tfxjst, as Kashmir ha s j 
now become the integral part of India. This is the reason tbri J 
India has been opposing d\6 demand of piebiscitef in Kashmir oq 
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raising of this issue at international fora. 

The recent intrusions of Pakistan Army and mercenaries in 
^Kargil area of Kashmir was another desperate attempt by Paki¬ 
stan to capture territories of Kashmir. Although the intruders have 
been driven away, yet the incident has exposed certain flaws in 
Indian defences in this area. Ore of the most prominent flaws was 
the failure of intelligence agencies. The presence of intruders across 
the LoC on Indian side, was detected by the Indian troops in May, 
1999, while they had already moved atop these hills about six 
months before. Secondly, the non-availability of snow-boots and 
other winter equipment with the armed forces in sufficient quan¬ 
tities in these areas is a cause for concern, which hampered the 
offensive by the Indian Army to some extent. The quality of equip¬ 
ment with the intruders was much superior. Further, the arms and 
other defensive devices available with the Indian Army need 
upgradation to meet potential challenges from across the border. 
ITie desire of the government to win the war diplomatically against 
the international community was fulfilled and paid rich dividends, 
but the decision not to cross the LoC cost the Army dearly, as 
strategically it was a blunder to assault the intruders frontally. 

But the valour of Indian soldiers, alongwith outstanding jun¬ 
ior leadership provided by young officers leading from the front, 
more than made up for the above deficiencies. Knowing fully well 
that while attacking from front, particularly in the mountains, the 
casualties are going to be very heavy, the brave Indian soldiers, 
duly motivated by their officers, drove the intruders out even at 
the peril of their lives. Operation Vijay was one of the toughest 
operations the Indian Army has ever undertaken, and as usual it 
has come out with flying colours. But despite this, there are sev¬ 
eral tough lessons to be learnt, some of which are as under: 

(a) Intelligence is the "eyes and ears" of the Army and a small 
slip may lead to serious repercussions. There is need to strengthen 
strategic and tactical intelligence. 

(b) There is an urgent need to upgrade the equipments and 
weapon systems, particularly the small arms with a view to match 
the capabilities of the militants in Kashmir. 

(c) Ground and air surveillance capabilities of the Army and 
Air Force need strengthening. 

(d) To acquire state-of-the-art counter-bombardment capabili¬ 
ties in the mountains for the Artillery. 

if) To equip the Air Force with adequate capabilities to oper¬ 
ate more effectively in the Kaigil-lilre situations in the mountains. 

(g) Review of military preparedness from time to time is a 
must. 

(h) During the War-like emergencies, bureaucratic channels 
should be allowed to be bye-passed arid the Armed Forces should 
be given a free hand to take their own strategic decisions. 

Q. 4. What is bio-technology? Discuss how the promo¬ 
tion and process of this technology cafe bring spectacular 
changes in the areas of health, energy, food and agriculture? 

Ans. 4 Bioteijhnology is a science of recent origin. It is a 
multi-disciplinary subject of science evolved from foe integrated 
^ use of bio-sderces, chemical sciences and engineering sciences, 
biotechnology was initially evolved by several advancements in 


molecular and cell-biology, but later covered the broader areas of 
science including recombinant DN A technology, commonly called 
genetic engineering, protoplast fusion, hybridoma technology, 
embryo transfer technology, fermentation, enzymes and protein 
engineering. All these areas of biotechnology can broadly be clas¬ 
sified in three categories-—microbial biotechnology, plant biotech¬ 
nology and animal biotechnology. All these broad areas of 
advancements in biotechnology can immensely benefit in the fields 
of food, agriculture, energy and health, thereby contributing to 
the well-being of the mankind. 

For the developing countries, foe advancement of this sci¬ 
ence can be of spectacular benefits in the field of agriculture, food 
and energy. Hybrid plants and seeds can be developed to suit the 
peculier needs of these countries by using the technique of genetic 
engineering. Better food plants with much higher nutritional value 
can be developed. Development of high yielding variety seeds 
and plants can solve the food problem in many food-deficient 
countries. The same process can also assist in developing resis¬ 
tance in plants against pests and other diseases. Using technique 
called tissue-culture, mass propagation of plants can be resorted 
to, to overcome the shortage of superior quality root-stock. In foe 
field of energy, microbial processes can be used to produce gas 
and eneigy from the industrial and agriculture wastes. These tech¬ 
nologies are being used successfully in a few countries and can 
easily be adopted by the developing world to suit their needs, 
with slight modification. 

Another area where bio-technology can be used vastly is 
health and medicine. Development of more effective but cheaper 
drugs, better vaccines, better anti-fertility agents, production of 
hormones through genetically engineered bacteria, vaccine for 
cancer and prevention of genetically transmitted diseases are some 
of the applications of bio-technology in this field. New-found 
ability to manipulate the DNA to cure the hereditary diseases is 
just revolutionary. 

Q. 5. Briefly review India's Energy Resources. In the con¬ 
text of the world shortage of petroleum, how would you plan 
for meeting our rural energy needs? Discuss the relative merits 
of centralised generation, supply and distribution of eneigy 
vis-a-vis generation of energy at consumer points or centres. 

Ans. 5. In the developed as well as the developing world, 
availability and judicious use of sources ot energy is very impor¬ 
tant for rapid economic development. In addition to foe domestic 
and household requirements, which are quite high due to heavy 
population pressure in India, agriculture, industry, transportation 
and other services sector also need plenty of energy. Being part ot 
basic infrastructure, a country like India can ill-afford to have 
shortage of energy. 

In India, eneigy scenario is a bit complex. Among tire indig¬ 
enously produced primary commercial fuels, foe relative share of 
oil and gas has increased from 1.2 per cent in 1950-51 to over 35 
per cent at present On foe other hand, share of coal has declined 
from 98 per cent to about 55 per cent. Fuelwood still remains the 
largest contributor of energy to the rural household. But commer¬ 
cially, coal still remains foe most important India hCCbunts for 
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about 1 per cent of the total geological reserves and about 6 per 
cent of the proved reserves of coal in the world. Total geological 
coal reserves in the country are estimated to be about 200 biUion 
tonnes, and going by the patterns of consumption, the coal is 
going to last only for 50 to 60 years. At the beginning of 8th Plan, 
Hydroelectric (Hydel) potential in the country was 600 billion 
kilowatt, out of which only 20 per cent of the potential has been 
tapped. Being renewable, this source is very important for future. 
So far as Oil and Natural Gas is concerned, Ind ia has only 0.04 per 
cent of the world's proven reserves of hydrocarbons, which are 
estimated to be around 22 billion tonnes. India also has rich sources 
of uranium and thorium, and if properly tapped, would be able 
to meet the full energy requirements of the country. By the begin¬ 
ning of Eighth Five Year Plan, share of coal in total energy con¬ 
sumption was 30 per cent, followed by 43 per cent share of oil and 
gas, with electricity having a share of 17 per cent. 

Most of the countries in the world have shortage of petro¬ 
leum and are dependent on imports. India is no exception. Since 
the petroleum is imported, the burden has mainly shifted to coal 
and fuel wood, particularly in the rural areas. But, since coal re¬ 
serves are limited and use of fuel wood poses danger to the ecol- i 
ogy, some alternatives have to be planned to meet the rural energy I 
needs, without straining the limited resources of coal and hydro¬ 
carbons. In rural areas, the energy needs are mostly for the house¬ 
hold sector, agricultural sector and cottage industries. In seventies, 
the government tried to popularise the use of bio-gas generated 
from the animal waste, for the use of household sector. Though 
the bio-gas project was not as successful as planned, yet this type 
of energy can be used to replace the fuel-wood substantially, if the 
beneficiaries are also given training in the repair and maintenance 
of the plant. Solar energy in India is available in plenty and most 
parts of die country have more than 300 sunny days and the use 
of solar energy for domestic sector as well as micro-enterprises is 
viable in these areas. The areas which are on higher mountains or 
plateaus, or on the coastal areas having higher intensity of air, can 
use wind-energy for generation of electricity. Mini and micro hydel 
projects can also be used to ensure that the scarce sources are 
preserved and the non-conventional and renewable sources are 
used. 

At times, there is a debate whether centralised generation of 
electricity should be used or local level generation at supply points 
should be resorted to. Both the proposals have their respective 
merits and demerits. local level generation of energy has the 
advantage of minimum losses and low cost on account of trans¬ 
mission from one place to the other. Secondly, local generation can 
use local source more usefully, like wind, water, coal or even sun¬ 
light. Further, local-level generation would also provide employ¬ 
ment to local people. Moreover, the requirement of capital 
investment would also be less. But centralised generation has its 
own advantages. Firstly, at many places, no local source may be 
available for energy generation. Moreover, central generation 
ensures most economical generation with the help of most abun¬ 
dant and suitable source. In addition, due to the economics of 
scale, centralised generation works out to be much cheaper. 

Though both these concepts have their pros and cons, it ap¬ 


pears that a middle path would be most beneficial. In addition to 
utilizing the most economic source centrally, local level genera- 
tion with the help of locally available sources should also be made, V 
reducing the pressure on limited conventional sources. Such an 
approach would ensure that the advantages of both the systems 
accrue to the government and the people. 

0 

Q. 6. What was Cripps Mission? Why did its failure re¬ 
sult into Quit India movement? Mention briefly the major 
developments after this movement leading to Independence 
in 1947. 

Ans. 6. At the outbreak of second World War in 1939, the 
government of India immediately joined the war without consult¬ 
ing the elected members of the Central legislature or any political 
parties. Although Congress was willing to help the forces of de¬ 
mocracy in their struggle against fascism, but they demanded 
that India should be declared free, as an enslaved nation could 
not assist other country. In 1942, after the fall of Philippines, Indo- 
China, Malaya and Burma, the war came on the doorstep of India 
The British government now desperately wanted the active coop- 
i eration of the Indians and with a view to secure it, sent a mission 
I headed by a Cabinet minister. Sir Stafford Cripps, which was popu¬ 
larly known as Cripps Mission. Talks between Cripps Mission and 
the Congress failed because it wanted immediate transfer of power 
to the Indians while the Mission was of the view that the aim of 
British Policy in India was the "earliest possible realisation of self- 
government" in India. Indians were not satisfied with this prom¬ 
ise for future, while the British government was not willing to 
yield. As a result Cripps Mission turned out to be a iniseiable 
failure. 

Tire failure of Cripps Mission was a big disappointment also 
The period from April toAugust 1942 witnessed several develop¬ 
ments. While Indians still sympathised with anti-fascist and demo¬ 
cratic forces, the situation was becoming more and more intolerable 
as the Japanese forces were moving closer to Indian borders In 
addition, war-time shortages and price rise were bringing distress 
to the common man. Under such a situation, the Congress de¬ 
cided to take active steps to force the British to accept their de¬ 
mand for independence. The All India Congress Committee met 
at Bombay on August 8,1942 and passed a resolution proposing 
the start of a non-violent mass struggle against the British, also 
called Quit India Movement. Gandhiji gave die famous M/intra of 
"do or die". 

But next morning, before the Movement could be started 
Mahatma Gandhi and various other leaders of the Congress were 
arrested by the government and the Congress was declared itle 
gal. The news of arrests resulted in a spontaneous movement of 
protests in the country. Left leaderless, the reaction of the people 
was in the forms of Hartals, strikes, demonstrations and even 
violence. Angered by opening of fire at many a place, people at 
various places attacked police stations, post offices, railway sta¬ 
tions, etc. Telephone lines were cut and in several areas of U B. 
Bengal and Bombay, people set up parallel governments. Students 
peasants and workers participated in big numbers. But British gov-J 
emment crushed the movement with a heavy hand. The press w^s j 


Sil l NOVEMBER 1999 ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 



IAS (M'MNS) MS « '! \! 


m 

muzzled, crowds were machine-gunned and bombed, military was 
, called out to take over several cities and more than 10,000 people 
' were killed In police firings and repression 

After the suppression of Quit India Movement, there was 
hardly any activity upto 1945 But outside the country, Netaji 
bubhash Chandra Bose formed the Indian National Army (INA) 
in bingapore Japanese defeat in 1945 resulted m the defeat of INA 
il«o Thereat t« the trial of N \ prisoners m 1945 46 1 \oked dem- 
ns*ratxons. nd sir kt<- In pup'i .ill ou, tht iounti\ which re- 
llectcd the nlvl’ious mood of Indian masses In addition, there 
were large scale libour unicsts auoss the country Railway and 
Postal strikes ot 1946 shook the loundation ot the British go\ ern- 
ment in India Turthtr, post-war scenario v\ as marked by the shat¬ 
tering of military and economic power of the British USA and the 
USSR, which emerged as two super powers after the war sup¬ 
ported India s cause ol freedom 

British government m 1946 sent a Cabinet Mission to nego¬ 
tiate the transfer of power to India, winch suggested a plan for 
Indian freedom which was accepted by both Congress and Mus¬ 
lim League but no agreement could be reached between sharing 
ofpowcrbv the inteiun government On February 20 1947, Brit¬ 
ish Prime Minister announced that the Bn tish w ould quit India bv 
June 1948 In March 19471 ordMoutbattencametolndiaas Vice¬ 
roy and on the basis of his plan of partition and independence of 
the country, he put forth Mountbattc n Plan which w as accepted 
by all the groups and became the basis for the Indian Indepen¬ 
dence Act 1947 

Q 7 Discuss the major social reforms movements of the 
second half of the 19th century In what way did they contnb- 
uie to the rise and growth of the Indian National Movement? 

Ans. 7 The second-half of 19th century witnessed several 
religious and social reforms m the Indian society Most of the 
religious reform movements contributed richly to the social re¬ 
forms Some of the major social reform movements of this period 
are as under 

k (a) Brahmo Santa] ■ Biahmo bamaj of Raja Rammohan Roy 
was earned forward after 1843 by Devendranath Tagore, and 
Keshab Chandra Sen proped it up after 1866 This movement 
professed that vedic scriptures were not infallible The movement 
also opposed caste system and child marriages and supported the 
general uplif tment of women including their education and widow 
remarriage 

(b) Ramkrishna Mission: In 1896, Vivekananda set up 
Ramknshna Mission But prior to that, his religious guru Ram 
Krishna Paramhansa (1834-86) had preached respect for all reli¬ 
gions and religious and social harmony Vivekananda himself 
condemned caste system and emphasis of Hinduism on rituals 
and superstitions He urged the people to imbibe the spirit of 
liberty, equality and free thinking He was a great humanist and 
was shocked by the poverty, misery arid sufferings of the com¬ 
mon people of India, The Mission also opened various schools, 
hospitals, orphanages, libraries and dispensaries etc 

(c) Arya Safoaj: Arya Santa] was founded m 1875 by Swami 
Dayanand SansWatf, Primarily a religious reform movement 


aimed at reforming Hindu religion, Arya Samaj also believed in 
social reforms Its tenets were against idol worship, rituals, priest¬ 
hood and caste system Swanu Dayanand also favoured die study 
of western sciences Arya Samajis worked actively to spread edu¬ 
cation and started a large network of schools They were particu¬ 
lar in upliftment of women through their education Arya Samajis 
advocated social equality and promoted social solidarity by fight¬ 
ing the curse of untouchability 

(d) Theosophical Society Main propagator of this soci¬ 
ety m India was Mrs Annie Besant The Theosophists advo¬ 
cated the revival of the ancient religions of Hinduism, Buddhism 
and Zoroastrianism Though this movement was not very 
popular, yet it glorified Indian religions and philosophy of 
transmigration of soul It gave back the Indians self-confidence 
and sense of pride 

(e) Aligarh Movement Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan founded 
Anglo-Oriental college m 1857 which was later converted mto 
Aligarh Muslim Umv ersity Sir Sayyid urged the Muslims to give 
up medieval culture by raising the status of women in the society, 
spread of education particularly among women, and removal of 
the Purdah custom among women He condemned the customs of 
polygamy and easy divorce 

(/) Others There were various other social reforms move¬ 
ments like Servents of India Society, the Social Conference etc 
which involved reforms activities like Jyotiba Phule, Justice 
Ranade, D K Karve, B C Pal B R Ambedkar, Gopal Han 
Deshmukh etc All these reformists successfully tried to achieve 
the objerhve of emancipation of women and abolition of caste 
regidihes and in particular, abolition of untouchability 

These reforms movements led to regeneration of Indian soci¬ 
ety to a large extent But at the same time their contribution to the 
nse and growth of the Indian National Movement was immense 
The preaching of religious and social equality brought together 
people of all religions in India Indians rediscovered their ancient 
glory due to the efforts of Annie Besant, Swami Dayanand and 
Swanu Vivekananda Emphasis on rising the status of women 
gave the women self-confidence and later, they participated ac¬ 
tively m the freedom struggle Spread of education made people 
aware that they belonged to a great nation and gave strength to 
their resolve to throw out foe foreign rulers Social equality and 
anti-casteism ideas of these movements helped the under-privi¬ 
leged people to join foe mainstream, as foe sense of belonging to 
thus country became stronger among them 

Q. 8. Despite the ills of world recession, political insta¬ 
bility in the country and Kaigil conflict with Pakistan, Indian 
economy has performed fairly well in the recent past. Bring 
out reasons for this. Also enumerate some basic strengths of 
Indian economy 

Ans. 8. The past three years witnessed economic slowdown 
m tiie world economy which experienced recession-like situation. 
Even fast-track economies like China, South Korea, Malaysia and 
Indonesia experienced relatively low growth rates. In addition to 
the above international phenomena, Indian economy also faced 
political instability during the past two to three years But the 
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economy has shown tremendous resilience and achieved reason¬ 
ably good results. 

There are certain basic strengths ot the Indian economy, as a 
result of which even the three-month long Kargil conflict, entail¬ 
ing huge expenditure and diversion of resources, has not affected 
the performance of the economy. Some of the strengths are as 
under: 

(a) Strong Agricultural Base* India has a strong agricultural 
base spread all over the country with majority of its population 
engaged in this occupation. Since there is no serious problem of 
marketing the agricultural produce, which is largely sold in India, 
this sector is the stronghold of the economy Though still largely 
dependent on rains, new areas are largely being brought under 1 
irrigation and modern system of farming. 

(b) Large Industrial Base: As already mentioned, industries 
have a very wide and comprehensive base in India covering al¬ 
most all products and areas. Since most of the market is domestic, 
international fluctuations do not affect this sector largely except 
a few areas. 

(c) Induction of Foreign Capital: During the past few years, 
sustained inflow of foreign capital in the form of Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) is taking place in India at the rate of $ 2 billion 
to $ 3 billion per annum. This add itional investment injected from 
outside has helped the economy by multiplier effect 

(rf) High Savings and Investments: During the past few 
decades, Indian economy has been having a net saving rate of 20 
to 25 per cent which is quite high, resulting in higher level ot 
investment, in turn. Higher internal investment sustained during 
the past tew decades, has helped the economic activity to be higher 
even under adverse conditions, 

(c) Balanced Contributions to the GDP: Upto late seven¬ 
ties, the primary sector was the largest contributor to the GDP, 
followed by industrial sector and service sector. But the positive 
changes during the past two decades have reversed this Now 
service sector is the largest contributor to the GDP and the pri- j 
mary sector has the minimum contribution. Hence even if agricul- 1 
ture or industry lag behind in performance during a particular 
year due to any reason, the other sectors are there to compensate 
for such poor performance. 

(/) Strong Democratic Traditions: Strong roots of democ¬ 
racy in India has kept the confidence of the investors high. Unlike 
most of the developing countries in the world where democracy 
is in peril at slight instability of the government, India has a well- 
developed democratic setup, mainly guaranteed by the positive 
role of several institutions like the President, the Judiciary, the 
Election Commission, the Parliament etc. As a result, political 
instability or war do not worry the investors and the market forces 
of demand and supply do not get dampened. 

Q. 9. In 1985, out of total of 17500 workers in a cement 
factory, 12000 were members of a trade union. The number of 
women workers was 2000 of which 1750 did not belong to the 
trade union. In 1986, the number of Union workets increased 
to 15800, of which 12900 were men. On the other hand, the 
number of non-trade union workers in the factory fell down | 


to 2080 of which 1800 were men. 

(a) Represent the above information in a suitable tabular form. 

(b) What percentage of male workers ot the cement factor)' ’ 
did not belong to the trade uniort in 1985. 

Ans. 9. (a) The above date can be represented in tabular form 
as under 


Distribution of workers in a Cement Factory, Trade Union 
and Non-Trade Union wise (Male/Female separately) 
During the years 1985 and 1986. 


Year. Trade Union Workers 

Non Trade-union 
workers 

Grand Total 

Men Women Total 

Men Wbmen Total 

Men Women Total 

(a) (b) (c) (d) 

(«) (0 (g) 

(h) (i) (I) 



(b+e) (r+f) (drg) 

J98S 11750 250 12000 

1750 1750 5500 

15500 2000 17500 

1986 12900 2900 15800 

1800 280 2080 

14700 3181) 17880 


Hint: A table in the above form should be structured on 
the basis of given information, in which given information is 
put. The remaining information is arrived at by simple 
arithmatical calculations. Readers are advised to practice it : 
themselves. 

Ans. 9. (b) No. of total workers in 1985 = 15500 

No. of male workers who did not 
belong to trade union in 1985 = 3750 

3750 

Percentage = -™^xlOO = 24.193% Ans. 

Q. 10. The following table shows the percentage distri¬ 
bution of total income of males in a country. 

Income (in £) Percentage of ’Cumulative ’not 

males (f) frequency given in 

(C.f) the question 


Below 100 

17.3 

17.3 

100 to 199 

11.6 

28.9 

200 to 299 

12.4 

41.3 

300 to 399 

14.5 

55.8 

400 to 499 

15.8 

71.6 

500 to 599 

12.0 

83.6 

600 to 699 

12.7 

96.3 

700 and above - 

3.7 

100 


(a) What percentage of males earned £ 400 and above? 

(b) What percentage of males earned at least Rs 300 but less 

than £ 500? <* 

Ans. 10. Hie answer to the above question can be given after 
obtaining cumulative frequency which has been shown in a sepa¬ 
rate box above. 

(а) Percentage of males earned £ 400 and above 

- -100 - 55.8 « 44.2% 

Hint: Because 55.8 percent males earned less than £ 400. 

(б) Percentage of males earned at least £ 300 but 

less than £ 500 * 14.5 +15.8 = 30.3% 
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Questions of BSRB, Mumbai Probationary Officers’ examination held on 25-7-1999 


1. She is the widow of an ex-President and defeated the son 
of an ex-President. This statement refers to the President of: 

(fl) Israel ( b ) Lebanon 

(c) Scotland (d) Panama 

2. Kuwait parliament was in the news because: 

(fl) of crucial fight between the Liberal and Labour Party 

(b) it gave right to vote and run for parliament to women 

(c) Ismail Omar Gueiler was elected as the new President 

(d) All (a), (b) and (c) are true 

3. Final of Cricket World Cup '99 was played between: 

(fl) Australia-India 

(b) Australia-England 

(c) Australia-South Africa I 

(d) None of these 

4. Which of the following statements is false in reference to 
Scotland? 

(a) first parliamentary elections were held in 300 years in 
1999 

(b) the first P.M. of Scotland was elected with the support 
of Labour Party 

(c) Donal Dewar is the President of Scotland 

{d) The constitutional reform in Scotland and Wales were 
mentioned in the election manifesto of Tony Blair 

5. USA'has imposed arms and ammunition sanctions on 
which country because of its involvement in drug trafficking? 

(a) Pakistan ( b ) India 

(c) Iraq (d) Iran 

6. Oliver Reed was associated with which field? 

(a) Journalism (b) Acting 

(c) Literature (d) Musician 

7. Bernard Bennet of France was in the news because: 

(a) he was sacked from deputy PM's post 

(b) he was assassinated 

(c) he is the new foreign minister 

(d) none of these 

8. Guinea Bissau was in the news because: 

(a) he is the new President erf Papua New Guinea 

(b) he is the new P.M. of Fiji 

(c) he is the new President of Mauritius 

(d) none of these 

9. 'Marburg Virus' recently hit which country? 

k) \%nezuela (6) Columbia 

*) Malaysia (d) Sri Lanka 

10. Colonel Assoumani Azzali of Comoro was in the news 
because: 

.(«) he js.the new dictator of that country 

(b) he defeated the labour Party 


(c) he is the grandson of former President 

(d) none of these 

11. Article 370 of Indian Constitution is related with: 

(a) internal disturbance in the country 

{b} constitutional breakdown in the country 

(c) special status to Jammu and Kashmir 

(d) special status to Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Goa 

12. Liberty Bell-7 is located in which country? 

(fl) France ( b ) Russia 

(c) USA (d) Iraq 

13. In the NATO airstrikes on Yugoslavia the embassy 

of_was hit by a NATO missile. 

(n) India (b) Pakistan 

(c) China (if) Switzerland 

14. The Bus between Bangladesh and India plies from: 

(n) Calcutta (b) Aizawl 

(c) Asansol (if) West Darjeeling 

15. Prince Edward was in the news recently because: 

(a) of his marriage to Sophie R. Jones 

(ft) he is the Earl of Wessex 

(c) he owns a film and television production company. 
Ardent Production 
(if) of all the above reasons 

16. George Leigh Mallory was in the news because: 

(a) according to recent findings it is believed by some that 
he was the first person to conquer Mt Everest 

(b) his body was found after 75 years 

(c) he was the first American to climb Mount Everest 

(d) only (a) and (b) are true 

17. Murali Nair was in the news because: 

(a) he won the Golden Camera award for debut director at, 
the 52nd Cannes International film festival. 

(b) he won the Golden Palm award at Cannes festival. 

(c) he won the special award for best feature film. 

(d) all the above are true 

18. 7-scan of USA is related with: 

(fl) cardiac treatment I 

(b) eye surgery 

(c) endoscopy . ■ 

(d) none of these 

19. "Not recommended for children” is mentioned on the: 

(u) sweetened food 

(b) soft drinks 

(c) sacrine related item 

(d) chodates and toffees 

20. Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi defeated Goran 
Ivansevic and J. Tanago in which tournament? 
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(a) French Open 

( b) U.S. Open 

(c) German Open 

(d) Wimbledon 

21. INS Mysore was in the news because: 

(a) it is India's second indigenously-built warship 

(b) it is India's new indigenously-built aircraft carrier 

(c) it is going to convert in India's first naval museum 

(d) it is India's indigenously built submarine 

22. Kalinga prize is associated with the: 

(fl) popularisation of journalism 

(b) significant contribution in the field ot science 

(c) noted work in the field of literature 

(d) creating a wave in the field of music 

23. Which international leader retired from active politics 
recently? 

(i?) Helmut Kohl 

(b) Nelson Mandela 

(c) Boris Yeltsin 

(d) Mahathir Mohammad 

24. 1999 G-8 summit was held in which country? 

(a) Brussels (b) Berlin 

(c) Geneva (d) Cologne 

25. Federation Cup Volleyball tournament was won by: 

(a) Pakistan (b) India 

(c) Bangladesh (d) none of these 

26: In which of the following States literacy rate is lower 
than the national average? 

(a) Orissa {b) Bihar 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Uttar Pradesh 

27. Ali Sardar Jafri was in the news because: 

(a) he was given medal of honour by the Harvard founda¬ 
tion for his contribution to Urdu poetry 

(b) he was given medal of honour by German Art and 
Culture centre 

(c) he was choosen for Awadh-e-samman 

(d) of all the above reasons 

28. In Maharashtra which festival denotes the start of fish¬ 
ing season during Monsoon? 

(<i) Ganesh Chaturthi 
to Anant Chaturdashi 

(c) KarvaChauth 

(d) None of these 

29. Citrus fruits provide Vitamin: 

to A (») B (c) C (d) D 

30. Recently in the excavations at_the remains 

of Chandela temple were found 

(fl) Khajuraho to Jaisalmer 

(c) Raipur (d) Faridabad 

31. The leader of Nationalist Congress Party is: 

(fl) Tariq Anwar 

to SharadPawar t 

(e) Sonia Gandhi 
to Shared Yadav 

32. Who has been appointed as the UN Human Rights Com¬ 


missioner for East Timor? 

(fl) Soli J. Sorabjee 

(b) AshokV. Desai 

(c) Santosh Shunglu 
to B.P. Singh 

33. As per the IMF data the economic growth of Indi^ dur¬ 
ing the year 1999-2000 will be: 

(a) 5 per cent ( b ) 5.5 per cent 

(c) 2.2 per cent (d) 2 per cent 

34. Dr C. Rangachary has penned which of the following 
books? 

(a) India's economy 

(b) Essays on Indian economy and reform 
to Policing towards democracy 

(d) RBI 1969-1999 

35. Which of the following awards are mismatched? 

(a) B.C. Roy—Sports 

(b) B.D. Goenka—Journalism 

(c) K.K. Birla foundation—Literature 

(d) K.K. Birla—Sports 

36. Which of the following State is the major producer of 
sugar in India? 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Punjab {d) Gujarat 

37. My Presidential Years is a book written by- 
fa) Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma 

to R. Venkataraman 
(c) K.R. Naryanan 
(cl) Giani Zail Singh 

38. Akhnoor Bridge is in which State? 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (6) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Gujarat (d) Jammu and Kashmir 

39. Teejan Bai is associated with which field? 

{«) journalism (b) folk dance 

(c) folk music (d) Balie 

40. In terms of purchasing power parity theory, India ranks 
at: 

(a) 4th (b) 3rd (c) 2nd (d) 5th 

41. Polar music award is given by the government of: 

(a) Germany to Sweden 

(c) USA (d) Philippines 

42. 'The Zulu' is the nickname of which cricket player: 

(a) Shane Wame to Jacques Kallis 

(c) Brian Lara to Lance Klusener 

_ ANSWERS _^_ 

1. to 2. (b) 3. (d) 4. (c) 

5. none of these 6. (b) 7. (d) 8. to (b) 

10. to 11. (c) 12. (c) 13. (c) 14. (a) 15. (d) 

16. (d) 17. to 18- (d) 19. (a) 20. (fl) 21. (fl) 

22. (6) 23. (b) 24. (d) 25. (d) 26. (a) 27. (fl) . 

28. to 29. (c) 30. (a) 31. to 32. to 33. («) 

34. (6) 35. («) 36. (fl) 37. (b) 38. (d) 39. (c) 

40. (d) 41. {i) 42. (d) ' 
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Spotting Error (1*10) 

In the following sentences, there may 
be an error in one part of each sentence Find 
out the error and that will be your answer 
In case you don't find any error, the answer 
will be (e) 

1 Convicts and under-trials(a) have 
been petitioning the courts(b) to let them 
out(c) so that they can join with the 
battle (d) No error (e) 

2 Let us not forget(a) that close by a 
thousand soldiers(fc) were killed last year(t) 
and that peace time (d) No error (e) 

. 3 At a time(a) when there is a cnsis(b) 

the soldier is looking for an honour(c) a 
national salute for his sacrifice (d) No 
error (e) 

4 He does not(a) subscribe with the 
view (b) that a fresh initiative to establish 
peace in the sub-contment(c) is on the 
cards (d) No error (c) 

5 The best of Indian art(a) has not only 
been acquired by museums abroad(b) but 
also preserved and promoted(c) m a far 
better fashion than in the country of its 
original.(d) No error (e) 

6 So the book detail everything(a) 
from the climate and accommodation^) 

l to the eco-system, tiger-sightmg(c) and 
the shaky future of the animal (d) No 
error.(e) 

7 Kanha (Tiger Reserve) has a very 
unusual(a) set of dedicated people^) right 
from the top management upto the forest 
guardsfc) who really are the prune protec¬ 
tors of the habitat.(d) No ern>r.(e} 

8. If people have(a) a love for the 
animal,(b) that is what is(c) gomg to save 
the tiger.(rf) No error.(e) 

9. ifini can turn a syllabus around(a) 
m the class room if you are a creative 
teacher^) bat what is ftorenfc) is the mode 
to test and evaluations^) No error.(e) 

10. Aftrehaving risen from the ranksfa) 
^ of the Akademiover S* decades(tyshe was 

possibly stodgy and complacence) about 
her security •*« emp%«,{# Noer*oc(r) 


Sentence Improvement (11*15) 

In the following sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined part, three substitutions are given 
If one of them (a, b or c) is better than the 
underlined part, that will be your answer If 
none of the substitutions improve the sentence, 
the answer will be (d) 

11 No wonder then that media dogs 
him even when he is either original or 
fu nn y 

(a) either original nor funny 

(b) neither original or funny 

(c) neither original nor funny 

(d) No improvement required 

12 Every now and then he stirs up a 
controversy Isn't it 7 

(i?) Doesn't he ? 

(b) Don't he 7 

(c) Didn't he’ 

(d) No improvement required 

13 The blame should go to the trans¬ 
lators who we all ag ree are far from satis¬ 
factory 

(a) whom all we agree 

(it) to whom we all agree 

(c) with whom we all agree 

(d) No improvement required 

14 I have never tried water-skimg 
before but I like to have a bash on it 

(a) to having a bash at it 

(b) to have a bash at it 

(c) to have a bash with it 

id) No improvement required 

15 The servants were more of a hin* 
drance timof help to BK, 

{a) than of helpful to me 

(it) than a help to me. 

(c) than a help for me. 

(d) No improvement required 

. Synonyms (16*20) 

In the following sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined word, four choices are given. You are 
reqimd to choose the word or meaning that is 
the nearest in meaning for the underlined word. 

16. He was forked by the referee for 
foul play. 


(a) charged 

( b) suspended 

(c) removed 

(d) warned 

17 He looked aghast at the terrible 
sight 

(a) impressed 

(b) depressed 

(c) oppressed 
id) horrified 

18 The minister accused the union for 
torpedoing the negotiations. 

(s) obstructing 

(b) wrecking 

(c) facilitating 

(d) mismanaging 

19 Squalor and poverty lay behind 
the city's glittering facade. 

(a) misleading appearance 

(b) urban appearance 

(c) outward appearance 

(d) rich appearance 

20 We can safely accuse many a poll* 
tician of chicanery 

(a) deception 

(b) treason 

(c) transparency 

(d) betrayal 

Antonyms (21*25) 

In the follomng sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined word, four options are given You are 
required to choose the word that conveys oppo¬ 
site meaning fir the underlined word 

21. We must not be complacent about 
our security concerns. 

(a) anxious 
(I b ) vigilant 

(c) worried 

(d) restless 

22. There is no absolute standard for 
beauty 

(a) reliable 

(b) robust 

(c) relative 

(d) reasonable 

23. Pursuit of pleasures only is the 
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bane of our times. 

(e) denial 

(b) aversion 

(c) avoidance 

(d) dislike 

24 The story sounds phoney to me 

( 0 ) impressive 

(b) natural 

(c) interesting 

(d) true 

25. There was not a trace of vanity in 
her bahaviour. 

(a) modesty 

(I b) charity 

(c) obedience 

(d) simplicity 

Comprehension (26*35) 

Read thefollowing passages carefully and 
answer the questions listed below each passage. 
For each question, four possible answers are 
given Choose the most appropriate answer from 
the given choices 

I 

Frogs are an environmental asset, es¬ 
pecially in an agricultural country like In¬ 
dia. They consume pests that arc 
responsible for diseases like malaria as also 
those that are a threat to plants. In fact, it 
has been found that an adult frog consumes 
its own weight of insects daily and that if 
their population goes down the insect 
population goes up. What all this also 
means is that a decline in the frog popula¬ 
tion necessitates an increase m the use of 
pesticides which are a serious health haz¬ 
ard for all living beings. 

26. Why are pests harmful? 

(a) they spread diseases 

(b) they destroy crops 

(c) they cause malaria and threaten 
plants 

(d) they cause panic among farmers 

27. How much insects does an adult 
hog consume daily? 

(a) nothing definite is known 

(b) it does not eat insects at all 

(c) as many insects as it can find 
around 

(d) its own weight of insects 

28. What happens when frog popu¬ 
lation goes down? 

t (a) use of pesticides increases 

’ (b) health of people becomes a ma- 

’> jor pr ob l em 


(c) productivity of land decreases 

(d) the growth of plants is stunted 

29. What are frogs to us? 

(a) saviours 

(b) protectors 

(c) defenders 

(it) enemies 

30 Which one of the following state¬ 
ments is correct? 

(a) frogs are a threat to life in urban 
areas 

(b) when the frog population goes 
up, the number of insects goes 
down 

(c) a frog consumes its own weight 
of insects 

(d) an adult frog eats its own weight 
of insects 

II 

Leaning back on the comice, 1 fought 
to get my breath back. Constantly at the 
back of my mind was the fear that the 
cornice might break off, and my nerves 
were tight with suspense But slowly I 
forced my way up—twisting and pressing 
and using every little hold In one place I 
managed to force my ice-axe into a crack 
in the ice, and this gave me the necessary 
leverage to get over a stretch which had 
nothing to hold on to. And then I found a 
solid foothold in a hollow m the ice, and 
next moment I was reaching over the top 
of the rock and pulling myself to safety 

31 How would you describe the 
speaker 7 

(a) a mountaineer 

(b) a hunter 

(c) a skier 

(d) an adventurer 

32 What was his physical condition 
at that point of time 7 

(a) breathless 

( b) tired 

(c) nervous 

(d) insecure 

33 What was he fearing the most? 

(a) he might run short of breath 

(b) his nerves might break down 

(c) the cornice might break off 

(d) none of these 

34. What does the term 'necessary 
leverage' stand for in tile passage? 

(a) much needed relief 

(b) much needed,power 

(c) touch required tomforf'' V,v 

ns * November tsos » nccotiS>emiouMA?fii 


(d) much required peace 

35. What was the outcome of the 
climb? 

(a) he had a feeling of fear mixed 
with suspense 

(b) he thanked his stars * 

(c) he could hold on to the ice-axe 

(d) he safely reached over the top 

Idioms (36*40) 

In the following sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined idiom, four possible meanings are 
given You are required the most appropriate 
meaning and that will be your answer 

36 He went to complain to the boss, 
but got very short shrift, 

(a) got patient hearing 

( b) got rude treatment 

(c) received warm reception 

(if) remained indifferent 

37 He lost all his money gambling 
now he is really in queer street. 

(a) in bad company 

(b) in repentant mood 

(c) in trouble 

((f) in search of money 

38. My friend gave me a cold shoul¬ 
der when I needed his help the most 

(a) showed indifference 

(b) rudely turned away 

(c) politely declined to help 

(d) treated in an unfriendly way 

39 He is determined to pass the ex¬ 
amination by hook or by cyook. 

(a) by any means 

(b) by fair means 

(c) by working hard 

(d) by offering prayers 

40. Ultimately the enemy had to 
throw in the towel in the face of our supe¬ 
rior strategy. 

(a) admit pais take 

(b) admit defeat 

(c) confess crime 

(d) beg safe passage 

Filling the blanks (41*50) 

In the fdlawitig passagC, pome spaces have 
been left blank. For each blink space, time 
words art given. Choose the itiaqt'sAilable word 
and tint will be your answer.' 

As for humorous storisji/and Jokes in 
general, these are essentially matter, 
i - hf w , y gy- - *’ 
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(b) distinct 

4 (c) individual 

taste, in which each man will please him¬ 
self, and few general_ 

42 (a) counsels 

(b) hmts 

(c) ideas 

can be given Though we all_ 

43 (a) hate 

(b) envy 

(c) dislike 

the speaker who has plenty of_ 

44 (a) merry 

(b) spicy 

(c) interesting 

jokes, he needs to beware of making_ 

45 (a) obsessive 

(b) extravagant 

(c) excessive 

use of his gift There is a tendency today 
to_ 

46 (a) deliver 
(b) make 


(c) concoct 

after-dinner speaking a mere_ 

47 (a) string 

(b) collection 

(c) narration 

of stones, most of which may have litter 
to_ 

48 (a) relate 

(b) connect 

(c) do 

with the subject or with one another Even 
the best stones lose their charm when they 
are_ 

49 (a) brought 

(b) dragged 

(c) used 

in by the head and shoulders, having 
no connection with the subject 
die_ 

50 (a) speaker 

(b) writer 

(c) host 

is supposed to be dealing with 


ANSWERS 


1 (d) 'join in the battle’ 

2 (b) 'that close to a thousand soldiers' 

3 (c) 'the soldier is look for honour' 

4 (b) 'subscribe to the view' 

5 (e) No error 

6 (a) 'So the book details everything' 

7 (c) ' to the forest guards' 

8 (e) No error 

9 (d) 'is the mode of testing and 

evaluation' 


10 

(a) ‘ 

Having risen from the ranks' 


11 

(c) 

12 

(a) 

13 

(<0 

14 

(b) 

15 

(b) 

16 

(a) 

17 

(<0 

18 

(b) 

19 

(c) 

20 

(a) 

21 

(b) 

22 

(0 

23 

t c) 

24 

(d) 

15 

(a) 

26 

(a) 

27 

(d) 

28 

(a) 

29 

(b) 

30 

(d) 

31 

(«) 

32 

(a) 

33 

(c) 

34 

(b) 

35 

(d) 

36 

(b) 

37 

(c) 

38 

(d) 

39 

(a) 

40 

( b) 

41 

W 

42 

(a) 

43 

(b) 

44 

(a) 

45 

(c) 

46 

(b) 

47 

(a) 

48 

(0 

49 

(b) 

50 

(a) 
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Quantitative Aptitude 

Staff Selection Commission (Combined) Preliminary Exam 
(Graduate Level) 1999 held on 4.7.99 


1. A is thrice as good a workman as B and therefore, able 
to finish a job in 60 days less than B Working together they will 
do it in: 

(a) 20 days (6) 22^ days 

(c) 25 days (d) 30 days 

2 Two pipes A and B can fill a tank in 23 minutes and 30 
minutes respectively If both pipes are opened together, the time 
taken to fill the tank is: 

(a) 50 minutes (b) 12 minutes 

(c) 25 minutes (d) 15 minutes 

3. If 6 men and 8 boys can do a piece of work in 10 days 
and 26 men and 48 boys can do the same in 2 days, the time 
taken by 15 men and 20 boys to do the same type of work will 
be: 

(a) 5 days (b) 4 days (c) 6 days (d) 7 days 

4. A and B can do a work in 18 and 24 days respectively 
They worked together for 8 days and then A left. The remaining 
work was finished by B in- 

(a) 5 days (b) 5-^ days (c) 8 days (d) 10 days 

5. If a man walks 20 km at 5 km/hr, he will be late by 40 
minutes. If he walks at 8 km/hr, how early from the fixed time 
will he reach? 

(a) 15 minutes (b) 25 minutes 

(c) 50 minutes (d) 1^ hours 

6 . A boy rides his bicycle 10 km at an average speed of 12 
km/h and again travels 12 km at an average speed of 10 km/h. 
His average speed for the entire trip is approximately. 

(a) 10.4 km/h (6) 10.8 km/h 

(c) 110 km/h (d) 12.2 km/h 

7. A tram 180 m long moving at the speed of 20 m/sec 
overtakes a man moving at a speed of 10 m/sec in the same 
direction. The train passes the man in: 

(a) 6 sec (b) 9 sec (c) 18 sec (d) 27 sec 

8 . The distance between two cities A and B is 330 km. A 
train starts from A at 8 a.m. and travels towards B at 60 km/h. 
Another train starts from B at 9 a.m. and travels towards A at 75 
km/h. At what time do they meet? 

(a) 10 ajn. (b) 10 :30 a.m. 

(c) 11 am (d) 11:30 am. * 

9. In covering a certain distance, the speeds of A and Bare 
m the ratio of 3:4. A takes 30 minutes more titan B to reach the 
destination. The time taken by A to reach the destination la: 


1 

(a) 1 hour (b) 1— hours 

(c) 2 hours (d) 2^ hours 

A survey of film-watching habits of people living in 5 cities 
I, II, III, IV and V is summarised below The column (1) gives 
percentage of film-watchers in each city who see only one film 
a week. The column (2) gives the total number of film-watchers 
who see more than one film per week 

Read the table and answer questions 10 to 14 


atL 

(i) 

(2) 

I 

ii 

& 

30 

1350“ 

3500 

m 

65 

7000 

IV 

25 

5400 

V 

80 

2900 


10. How many film-watchers in city II see only one film a 
week’ 

(a) 900 (b) 1500 (c) 1600 (d) 3200 

11. Which city has the highest number of film-wa tellers who 
see only one film a week? 

(a) I (b) n (c) m (d) IV 

12. The city with the lowest number of film-watchers is: 

(a) I (b) II (c) IV (d) V 

13. The city with the highest number of film-watchers is: 

(a) I (b) V (c) IV (d) m 

14. The total number of all film-watchers in the five cities 
who see only one film a week is- 

(a) 31100 (b) 29600 (c) 28600 (d) 28300 

Questions 15 to 19 are based on the following bar graph. 
Read the graph and answer the questions. 

Ffsaaces of XYZ Railway* 
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15. What is the percentage increase in the gross traffic 
receipts in 1995-96 as compared to 1993-94? 

(a) 33.9% (b) 41.5% (c) 20.7% (d) 17% 

16. If profit = gross traffic receipts - total expenditure, then 
in 1996-97, what percentage of gross traffic receipts is the profit 
made? 

(a) 5.9% (b) 64% (c) 7 2% (d) 8% 

17. In which year was the profit as a percentage of gross 
traffic receipts the highest’ 

(a) 1997-98 (b) 1996-97 

(c) 1995-96 (d) 1994-95 

18 In order to make a profit of 10%, what should have been 
the gross traffic receipts (in Rs crorcs) m 1994-95, total expenditure 
remaining the same 7 

(u) 5,667 (b) 5,876 (c) 6,444 (d) 7,667 

19 By what amount (in Rs crores) has the expenditure 
increased over the period 1993-94 to 1997-98 7 

(a) 4,100 (b) 3,900 (c) 3,850 (d) 3,700 

20. Simplify 


1 +—- - 

2+ i 4 

1+ 5 


«> 2 l7 


21. Assume that 
Jl3 = 3 605 (approximately) 
Vl30 = 11 40 (approximately) 

Find the value of 

+ Vl300 + t/ 0.013 
(a) 36 164 (b) 37304 

(c) 36.304 (d) 37.164 

22. On simplification of. 

(2.644) 2 -(2.3S6) 2 
0.288 

we get 

(«) 1 (b) 4 (c) 5 

23. Evaluate: 


(c) J 3 + 2 J 2 

25. The value of: 


(d) V2-4V3 


^ 5+2 ^~J 5 + 2& is ‘ 


(a) 2 V 2 (B) 2 & 

(c) 1 + Vs WV5-1 

26. The value of (243)° 16 x (243) 00 * is equal to 

(a) 016 (b) 3 

(c) \ (d) 0.04 

27. The simplification of: 

006x0.06x0 06-0.05x0.05x0.05 . 

006 x 0.06 + 0.06 x 005 + 005 x 0.05 glVeS ' 

(a) 001 (b) 0.001 

(c) 01 (d) 0.02 

28. l+^ 4 +y + ~+~isequalto: 

(a) 2 (b) 25 (c) 3 (d) 35 

29 5-(4-{3-(3-3- 6 ))] is equal to- 

(a) 10 (b) 6 (c) 4 (d) 0 

30 If the square root of 841 is 29, then V0.00000841 
equal to 

(a) 0.029 (b) 00029 (c) 000029 (d) 029 

31 The value of J 2 * + ^4 + ^ 2 ® is: 

(a) 12 (b) 16 (c) 18 (d) 24 

32. If a * b = 2a - 3b + ab, then 3*5 + 5*3is equal to¬ 

fu) 22 (b) 24 (c) 26 (d) 28 

33. What is the square root of 0 09? 

(a) 0.3 (b) 0 03 (c) 0.003 (d) 3.0 

34. Simplify- 


[W J 

(a) 5 2 (b) 5 4 (c) 5* (d) 5 ,J 

35 If 27 2 *- 1 = (243)\ then the value of x is: 


0.81 . 

036 “«l ualto: 



-3(5) -2x4 + 2 

w 10 
M 16 
ft 


» 4 


24, By how much does V 12 +-JlS exceed -li+Jll 

(«) %&-&} (&) HS-Jl) 


37. If log (0.57) * 1756, then the value of: 
lpg 57 + log (0.57)*+ log Vo.57 is: 

(a) 0.902 (b) 1.902 

(c> 1756 (d) 2.146 

38. Which of the following fractions is the smallest? 
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7 7 4 5 
6’ 9’ ? 7 

7 7 4 5 

(«) g ( b ) 9 W 5 ( d ) 7 

39 9‘ + 1 when divided by 8, would leave a remainder of: 

(a) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

40. The square root of a positive number less than 100 lies 
between' 

(a) 0 and 1000 (b) 0 and 10 

(c) -10 and 10 (d) -100 and 100 

1 

41. — of a tank holds 135 litres of water. What part of the 
tank is full if it contains 180 litres of water? 

« | « I 

(c) ^ (d) £ 

42. The HCF and LCM of two numbers are 13 and 455 
respectively. If one of the numbers lies between 75 and 125, then, 
that number is' 

(a) 78 (b) 91 

(c) 104 (d) 117 

43. The LCM of two numbers is 864 and their HCF is 144. 
If one of the numbers is 288, the other number is 

(a) 576 (b) 1296 

(c) 432 (d) 144 


(c) Rs 64 (d) Rs 1,320 

49. The stun of three consecutive odd natural numbers each 
divisible by 3 is 72. What is the largest among them? 

(a) 21 (b) 24 (c) 27 (d) 36 

50. If *381 is divisible by 11, then the digit at the place of * 
is: 

(a) 0 (b) 1 (c) 5 <d) 7 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. ( b) Let die time taken by A to do a job be x days 

B takes 3x days to do the same job 
••• 3x - x * 60 => x « 30 

Work done by A in 1 day ■ ^ 

B's one day's work = ^ 

1.1 4 2 

Work done by both ini day = ^ + = ^ 

45 1 

They together will do the job in — = 22— days 

2. (b) Work done by both pipes in 1 min = + ^ = tz 

ZU 3U 1Z 

••• Both pipes together can fill the tank in 12 min 

3. (6) Work done by 6 men and 8 boys in 10 days = Work done 

by 26 men and 48 boys in 2 days 
60 M + 80B = 52 M + 96B or 8M = 16B or 1M = 2B 


44 What is two-thirds of half of 369? 
(a) 123 ( b ) 246 


(c) 246| 


(d) 27lf 


45. A boy was asked to multiply a certain number by 50. He 
multiplied it by 30 and got his answer less than the correct one 
by 400. The number to be multiplied was: 

(a) 10 (*) 20 

(c) 30 (d) 40 

46. 0 6 of a number is equal to 0.08 of another number. The 
ratio of the two numbers will be- 

(a) 3 : 4 (b) 4 • 3 

(c) 2 :15 (d) 2:9 

1 1 

47. — of a number exceeds - of the same number by 10. 

The number is: 

(a) 125 (6) 150 

(c) 175 (d) 200 

3 

48. A boy was asked to find the value of — of a sum of 

3 3 

money. Instead of multiplying the sum by — he divided it by - 

and then his answer exceeded by Rs 55. Find the confect answer, 
(a) Rs 9 (b) Rs 24 


6M + 8B = 6x2 + 8 = 20B, 15M + 20B = 15 x 2 + 20 = 50B 
20 boys can do a job in 10 days 


.-. 50 boys can do a job in 


10x20 


= 4 days 


4. (b) (A + B)'s 8 days' work = 8(± + | 

7 2 

Remaining work = 1 - - = ^ 

B can do a job in 24 days 

He will do \ of job in 24x^ = ^ = 5- days 

7 7 3 3 


D 20 

5. (c) T=j = y = 4hrs 

40 10 

Actual time »4-~ = -j*his <* 

20 5 

If speed = 8 km/hr time taken = —hrs 
He reaches early from the fixed time « y -1 | 

e 

st --x60=50 min 
6 
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D 10 12 61 

‘■W'l'T Tbtal time= i 2 + jq “ 30 

Total distance = 22 km 

30 

Average speed = 22 x—=10.8 km/hr 

7. (c) Relative speed * 20 -10 = 10 m/sec (If moving in the 
same direction, we subtract the speeds) 

180 

Reqd. time = * 18 sec. 

8 (c) Distance covered by A in 1 hr = 60 km 
ATS 60 + 60t + 75t = 350 ■» t = 2 hrs 
They meet at 11 a.m. 

9. (c) Ratio of speeds = 3:4 

.'. Ratio of time taken = 43 

Let the time taken by A & B be 4x hrs 4r 3x hrs resp 

30 1 

A.T.S 4x - 3x = ~ =» x = — 

•• Time taken by A = 4x = 4 x — = 2 hrs 

10 ( b ) In city II, 30 people see only 1 him 

70 people see more than 1 film per week 
.. No of people who see only 1 film 

30 

= — x 3500 = 1500 
70 

11. (c) In city I, no of film watchers who see only 1 film 

= |Jx32G0 = 3200 
50 

In city II = 1500 

In city HI reqd. no. of people seeing only 1 film 

= —x 7000 = 13000 
35 

In city V reqd. no. of people seeing only 1 film 

= —x 2900 = 11600 
20 

12. (b) Film watchers in city I = 3200 x 2 = 6400 

100 

Film watchers in city D = -^-x3500 = 5000 
100 

Film watchers in city III * x 7000 = 20000 
100 

Film watchers in city IV = — x 5400 = 7200 
100 

Film watchers in city V = -^x 2900=14500 

Ans.City II 

13. (4) City ID has highest ho. of film watchers 

14. (a) In city IV, no. of people seeing only 1 film 


= —x5400 = 1800 
75 

Reqd no. of people of all cities who see only 1 film 
= 3200 + 1500 + 13000 +11600 + 1800 = 31100 

(b) Reqd % increase in gross profit receipts 

_ 7500 - 5300 ^ lQ0 _ 41 g % 
5300 

8500 - 8000 „„„ 

(a) Reqd% = - ^ 55 — x 100 = 5 9 

(d) 

(c) x .~ 5800 x 100 = 10 =» x = 6444 (in crores) 

x 

(d) 8800 - 5100 = 3700 


I , 1 , 11 ,11 

- 7 - = 1 + =-=- = 1+ — = 1~ 

6 17 17 17 


(b) •JT5 + Vl300 + Vo 013 

V10 10 V1000 10 

= ±JUO + l0Sl3 + ^- 
10 100 

-WjH + lUSo 

100 

= 10 x 3605 + —x 11.40 = 37.304 
100 

(2.644 - 2.356) (2.644 +1356) .288 x 5 

(C) 0.288 .288 

[a J - b J = (a - b) (a + b)J 

/v 9x2-5x4 + 10 18-20 + 10 i x i = | 


-3x5-2x4 + 2 -15-2x2 

18-2 16 
-15-4 = -19 


M = H 
1 - 21-2 
H =4 


(C) Jl2+-Jl8-(S + -j2)=2S + 3^2~S--J2 
= i/3+2i/2 

(a) 5 + 2i/6 =3 + 2 + 2i/6 

■ (&) 2 +(i/2) 2 + 2x & x »(i/3 + >/2) 2 

V5+2i/6=i/3 + i/2 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE Ql ! HO,\' 


_ r . r 1 v 

• V 3 W 2 _ V3W2 X X^ 

- R < R 

= fi + fijJL:!h = 2j2 


26. (b) (243)™ x (243) 04 = (243)' 


L0.16 t .04 


! (243) -2 =(243)5 =(3 5 ) 5 =3 


1 1 

5\ 


-a-b =.06-.05 =.01 


a 3 -b 3 

27 . W ■ 2 

a + ab + b 

28. («) 

29. (a) 5 - (4 - {3 - (- 6 )}] = 5 - (4 - {3 + 6 )] 
= 5-[4-9l = 5 + 5 = 10 


30. ( 6 ) -v/fiST = 29, >/-00000841 = ^ 


841 


i/841 


29 

10000 


= 0.0029 


ik 


31 . («) ^ 2 « + ^ 64 + ^ 2 ® = 22 +( 4 3 ) 5 + 2 8X 4 

= 2 2 +4 + 2 2 = 12 

32. (a) a*b = 2a - 3b + ab, 3*5 = 2 x 3 - 3 x 5 + 3 x 5 = 6 

5*3 = 2x5-3x3 + 5x3 = 16 
... Reqd sum = 22 

33. (a) ^09=0.3 

11 11 

..v 9 x t x-x4 9x -X—x4 n n a 

34. ( 6 ) 5 6 3 x 5 3 6 = 5 2 x5 2 =5 4 

35. (a) (3 3 ) 2x_1 = (3 5 ) 3 => 3 6x ~ 3 = 3 15 => 6 x - 3 = 15 => x = 3 

7 9 9 

*• « 5 + r 2 T5 

37. (a) log 57 + log (0.57 ) 3 + log7a57 

= log.57 x 10 z + 31og.57 + ~ log.57 

= log.57 + log 10 2 + ^ log.57 
= |log.57+logl0 2 = | xl756) + 21ogl0 
= |(2+1756)+2x1 *-9+7.902+ 2=0.902 

38. M) ^=1166... p77..„ | =Q 8 , |^714 

3 ' 

Smallest fraction = j 

39. (c) x*-1 is divisible by x -1 


.-.9 s +1 = 9*-1 + 2 when divided by (9 - 1), R = 2 
9 6 — 1 is divisible by 9 -1 i.e. by 8 

40. ( b ) Vioo = 10 

Square root of a positive no. less than 100 lies betwet 
0 and 10 

41. (c) Full capacity = 135 x 4 . 

„ . 180 1 
•• "“’‘‘p"'* 4^35 *3 
HCF = 13 

42. ( 6 ) Let the nos. be 13x, 13y 

Product of two nos. = HCF x LCM 
13x x 13y = 13 x 455 
xy = 35 = 5 x 7 or 1 x 35 
Nos. are 13 x 1,13 x 35 or 13 x 5,13 x 7 
91 lies between 75 and 125 .-. Ans. = B 


H.C.F.xL.C.M. 144^864 


= 432 


43. (c) Other no. = 0neno , = “ 

44. (a) |x^x369 = 123 

45. (b) 50x - 30x = 400 => x = 20 

x 2 

46. (c) . 6 x = .08y =» “ = ^5 - x : y = 2 : 15 

47. (c) ^x-^x = 10=>x = 175 

8 3 

48. (6) -x — x = 55 =* x = 24 

3 8 

49. (c) 3x + 3 (x + 1) + 3(x + 2) = 72 => x = 7 

Largest no. = 3(x + 2) = 3(7 + 2) = 27 

50. ( d) *381 sum of digits at odd places =1 + 3 = 4 

Sum of digits at even places = x + 8 
Diff. x + 8-4 = x + 4 

No. is divisible by 11 if diff. = x + 4 is divisible by 11 
Clearly x = 7 
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f there is anything certain in India, it 
must be births, deaths and elec¬ 


tions. Thanks to self-serving politi 
cians, elections have become a regu 
Iar feature in India. The country has been 
forced to go through a third election in a 
little more than three years; never mind 
the huge expenditure of around Rs 900 
rrore that could have been spent on pro¬ 
ductive use or the lack of meaning in the 
entire exercise. There 


‘**^1 are the parties 
" v ■' substantially 


different 
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offers the 
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same things— 
secularism, eco¬ 
nomic reforms, 
welfare—but deliv¬ 
ers none. If the BjFs 
hindutva had worn off 
and was nowhere to be 
heard this election, die 
Congress tried hard to 
invoke the sacrifices 
made by die Gandhi 
family in the past 
The voter was sim¬ 
ply weary. None of 
fl’ die promises made 
by the parties 
hinged even 
| remotely to every¬ 
day concerns like 
availability of drink¬ 
ing water, our ever- 
increasing population, 
deterioration in law and 
order, or the sorry 
r situation, in education, 
transport health. 

The Election Commission 
(EC) contributed to die fatigue 
by insisting on a prolonged, 
five-phase polling schedule. By 
the time the process finished, 
many issues were forgotten. 
Kargil became a distant memo¬ 
ry while the issue of Sonia 
Gandhi's foreign origin simply 
produced a bored response . 
from the people. The EC may 
have thought that the longer 
the event it would be fair 











accounting for the loss of 23 lives. Some 
700 companies of paramilitary forces 
were used, the bulk of them in Bihar, but 
even then the elections were not peaceful 
in the State. 

The overriding concern among most 
voters was the pause in economic activi¬ 
ty that the elections had forced. The past 
few years had shown that people could 
become rich in a liberalised economic 
environment, and the government just 
did not matter. Having passed 
through a slowdown, the economy 
needed some quick measures through 
which it would get a boost and the 
elections were unnecessarily slowing 
down the process. By the time the 
results came, it seemed immaterial 
who won, but the nation did heave a 
sigh of relief that the BJP-led alliance 
had managed to scrape a majority. 
Would it be able to hold the alliance 
together this time? 


Mandate with a message 

T he Bharatiya Janata Party has 
managed to keep its seats and has 
got a majority, thanks to its 24- 
party coalition, the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA). Sonia 
Gandhi won a seat for herself in Parlia¬ 


ment but had led her Congress party to 
its worst-ever defeat, getting a little over 
130 seats. The BJP is back in power, 
which ensures a continuity of policies 
taken up by the government. In a way, 
the voter punished those who had 
brought the previous government down. 
The BJP was vindicated, having lost the 
vote of confidence by just one vote last 
time. Hopefully, its government may last 
longer his time. 

The 1999 verdict is ambiguous. The 
voter has not given the BJP an absolute 
majority, though the Congress received a 
drubbing because of its faulty policies. If 
the BJP expected the people to reward it 
for the nuclear bombs, the Lahore bus 


ride and the Kargil episode, it was mis¬ 
taken. A play of local factors has resulted 
in the BJP marginally improving its pre¬ 
vious tally of 182 seats. In Uttar Pradesh, 
which has been the party's strength for 
some time, it was booted out. This was 
not a matter of anti-incumbency but 
'Shows that local factors, including caste- 


Winners and losers 


T te results have shown a mixed bag ofM 

1,23,624 votes while former 
Minister l K Advani won by 1,88,927 votes from Gond- 
hinagar in Gujarat. Sonia Gandhi won both from Beibry 
and Amethi. In Mumbai, Shiv Sena was the winner along with 
Shared Rawar, who had earlier been expelled from the Con- 
gress. Mamta Banerjee of Trinamoot Congress won the Calcutta t' 
seat by over 2 lakh votes. BJP ally DMK leader Murasoli Moran 
won from Madras. Chandrababu Naidu of the Telegu Desam jSM HpoMjpf 
won from Andhra Pradesh and with 29 MPs, became the 
biggest coalition partner of the BJP 

Among the prominent losers were former finance 
minister Manmohan Singh. The media had built up his 
image but the people would have nothing to do with a B 

spent Congress force. BJP leader Sushmo Swaraj fought ■ ■ 

valiantly in Bellary but lost to Sonia Gandhi. Former Prime | 

Minister HD Deve Gowda too had to bite dust. A surprise 
loss was that of former Bihar Chief Minister Laloo Prasad v 
Yadav from the Modhepura constituency. He had projected 
himself as the messiah of toe downtrodden but people were 
not in a mood to be token in by him- The electorate showed that it was willing to 
see beyond toe rhetoric only to find an arrogant man accused of corruption who 
thought that toe electorate could be token for granted. 


based power play, were not appreciated 
by the voter. In Rajasthan, the promise of 
reservation for the Jats helped the party, 
while in Punjab and Haryana, local fac¬ 
tors played their part. In Punjab, Prakash 
Singh Badal's SAD was routed. In Maha¬ 
rashtra, the Congress suffered major 
losses as a result of the ill-conceived 
move of the party to sack party leaders 
like Sharad Pawar. 

The Congress must analyse the loss¬ 
es it suffered in Maharashtra, Andhra 


The 1999 verdict is 
ambiguous. The voter 
has not given 
the BJP ah absolute' 
majority, though the { 
Congress received*! 
drubbing because of Its 
faulty policies. > ; 
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Pradesh and Rajasthan. There was much 
hype about toe 'Sonia factor' and people 
flodked to see Priyartka Gandhi, who 
was said to be emerging as a natural 
leader, but the party could not get even 
the seats it had got under Narasimha Rao 
or Sitaram Kesri. The party still has a lot 
of goodwill but that is sminkmg under 
questionable policies followed by it. 
People were shocked when the Congress 
had stepped in to save the government 
of Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar,nor were 
they in a mood to foigive toehumiliation 
meted out to popular leaders like Sharad 
Pawar and PA Sangma. Finally, having 
brought toe last government down in 
connivance with JayalaHtha and forcing 
a needless election, was something toe 
voter was not willing to forget. 

The mandate thus carries a 
strong message to leaders and that 
is: "do your job; db not pfa^ gantes" 
Excepting in a few Statess piople 
voted for change. In States ^whiwe , 
games were jpla’ 
Bihar, JCwitetek*-*the; foad 4 it^|w»ye 
beprt voted out* forfelJlg 'n§£ 
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known as the anti-incumbency 
factor. 

Anti-incumbency factor 

T he anti-incumbency factor 

(known in the US as to "throw 
the rascals out") does play a 
major role in India. The mass of 
Indian voters, a majority of whom live in 
villages, small towns and slum areas, are 
very directly concerned with getting 
some material benefits from the govern¬ 
ment. Some of the needs are genuine: 
such as getting facilities for drinking 
water, sanitation, a school in a village. 
Others, however, have been generated 
for pernicious reasons such as caste- 
based reservations, benefits of jobs or 
getting subsidies or any other booty 
from the government. 

The people vote for local leaders to 
get any of the benefits. The political 
power play, on the other hand, prevents 
die local leader from doing anything. 
Once elected, the leaders have to toe the 
line that their party tells them to. The 
Members of Parliament prefer to spend 


more time in Delhi than meeting people 
in their constituencies, which becomes a 
liability. They are helpless in getting 
developmental funds from the Centre. 
Many problems, like providing drinking 
water, sanitation and increasing popula¬ 
tion, defy solutions. If they do anything, 
they line their own pockets, hoping to 
get re-imbursed for the expenditure they 
may have incurred during the elections. 

The leaders are thus quickly dis¬ 
credited in the eyes of the people, who 
find their hopes have not been fulfilled. 
Thus, they wait for the next elections to 
throw the leaders out. This has been hap¬ 
pening in many States of the country. If it 
is BJP in one State today, it is almost 
certain to be Congress the next time 
around, and vice versa. To a great extent, 
this has happened in the 1999 elections 
too. The NDA swept Delhi and Haryana, 
but was wiped out in Punjab. It returned 
to power in Rajasthan but faced trouble 
in Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh. The 
Congress cut a sorry figure in Orissa and 
Delhi, where it earlier held power. 

Increasingly in the elections, local 


issues get far more importance than 
national issues. Leaders may bemoan the 
fact they do not get a second chapee but 
the fact is that most of them are out of 
touch with the grassroot reality. If half of 
the electorate does not have basic ameni¬ 
ties like electricity, roads and water, the 
other half is fed up of corruption and 
lack of governance. The people thus 
want their own person at the helm of 
affairs rather than someone who plays 
power games in Delhi. That is the reason 
that the anti-incumbency factor has 
become important in every election. 

There are, however, some excep¬ 
tions to this rule. If the leader becomes 
popular and is seen by the voter to do 
something for the constituency, he will 
almost certainly get re-elected. The Con¬ 
gress under Indira Gandhi witnessed 
that, and to some extent Laloo Prasad 
Yadav in Bihar has enjoyed dial too. 
Even such leaders are in danger of being 
thrown out when the faith of the people 
is lost, as Laloo Prasad Yadav has discov¬ 
ered this time. At the same time, the 
voter does reward sincerity of purpose. 


















The example of Chandrababu Naidu in 
Andhra Pradesh shows that good gover¬ 
nance can overcome the anti-mcumben- 
cy factor. It is not an iron law. It is hardly 
surprising that the States which have not 
shown an anti-incumbency trends in dif¬ 
ferent degrees—Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, West Bengal and Madhya 
Pradesh—have a better track record of 
delivering results than the other States. 
The message, therefore, is clear: perform, 
or get out. 

A Question on Stability 

? he Congress has been harping on 
the stability factor. Indeed, the 
question uppermost in the minds 
of the people is. how stable will 
the coalition of 24 parties or different 
temperaments be this time? The question 
is legitimate, since the earlier 15-party 
alliance had collapsed. In the previous 
episode, we saw alliance partners 
layalalitha and Mamta Banerjee blowing 
hot and cold, trying to blackmail the 
Central government at all stages. In the 
early stages. Prime Minister Vajpayee's 
role had been reduced to that of a school¬ 
teacher, trying to please sulking school 
children each having different demands. 
Now that the BJP depends more on its 
coalition partners, will things be any dif¬ 
ferent? Already, leaders like Chautala are 
questioning the decision to raise diesel 
prices. Will the government be allowed 
to function this time? 

Though it is difficult to make pre¬ 
dictions, there are three reasons why the 
coalition this time could be successful, 
rhe first is the fact that all leaders are 
scared to go to the polls again, especially 
due to tile fact that most of them may not 
get re-elected, thanks to the anti-incum¬ 
bency factor. They may threaten and 
pull, but will not try to bring down the 
government. Last time it was a desperate 
layalalitha who wanted to avoid stand¬ 
ing trial in the many corruption charges 
against her, who brought down the 
government. All the actors in the top¬ 
pling drama—layalalitha, Subramaniam 
bwamy, Saifuddin Soz—have been pun* 
•shed by the voter. Hopefully, this time 
there would be no alliance partner des¬ 
perate enough to force another poll on* 
the people. 


Secondly, the Congress would not 
be interested in playing power games 
this time as it has already been punished 
once. In any case, there is no way that it 
can form an alternative government, 
even if it decides to topple the govern¬ 
ment once again. The third reason why 
the new government would survive is 
the fact that the coalition partners are 
mature enough to understand that 
stability is what the people demand. In 
the last Lok Sabha, die BJP depended on 
the mercurial Jayalalitha. This time, the 
biggest coalition partner is Chandrababu 
Naidu. He is not a maverick and will cer¬ 
tainly not rock the boat. Because of these 
factors, there are chances that the coali¬ 
tion this time may survive the entire 
term. For the sake of the nation, it is 
hoped that it does. 

The Sonia non-factor 

T he voters may have overlooked 
Sonia's foreign origins but the 
Congress party now has to look at 
die causes why it has been annihi¬ 
lated. Last time, a whirlwind campaign 
tour by Sonia Gandhi has prevented the 
BJP getting more seats than it got, but 
this time, the gloss over Sonia had worn 
off. Earlier she had remained aloof, 
giving the impression that she was above 
dirty politics, but the last year had 
shown her to be as power hungry as any¬ 
one else. After toppling the government, 
she had chosen to tie up with Jayalalitha, 
a leader who was involved in many 
corruption cases. As she became more 
visible, her lack of judgement began to 
show. The attempt to save the Rabri Devi 
government in Bihar and later the sack¬ 
ing of important leaders from the party, 
showed her to be 
no different from 
any scheming 
Indian politician. 

The voter may 
have forgiven 
her for reading 
Hindi speeches 
in a pronounced 
Italian accent, 
but she is still to 
be accepted as a 


show that die Sonia factor has been 
blunted. The Congress party faces the 
worst-ever rout and now die party must 
introspect to see how it can reinvent 
itself. For one, the "new" BJP is as 
secular as anyone else, having given up 
its divisive agenda in favour of consen¬ 
sus among coalition parties, so the 
secularism platform has been hijacked. 
The economic agenda has similarly been 
hijacked, and the BJP does not talk of 
swadeshi any more. In addition* it has 
managed to portray itself as much more 
determined and can try out bold new 
ideas. The nuclear explosions last year 
and the Lahore bus journey could be 
classified in this category. 

The Congress thus has a big task 
ahead It must see how it can re¬ 
invent itself to appear different from 
BJP. It needs a powerful new idea, as 
both secularism and stability have 
been eroded. Further, the party has 
to learn to tolerate dissent This has 
been a traditionally weak area since 
the time of Mrs Indira Gandhi. If the 
Congress cannot find a way to re¬ 
invent itself, it may find itself mar¬ 
ginalised in Indian politics. 

At the same time, the BJP cannot rest 
on the results. The people look to it for 
steady progress. It must no,t fail the 
people this time and take up the tasks 
ahead in full earnest. The people of India 
have given the stability to die BJP which 
it lacked and now want results. It did 
well to keep away its ideological bag¬ 
gage and now must stick to the task of 
governance. It should not get involved in 
divisive issues such as Ram rnndir, if it is 
to retain die people's confidence. There 
is a great opportunity for die BJP to cash 
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war against India. A suitable 
response must be found to 
isolate Pakistan and to stop 
international aid given to it. 
Only a strong government 
with a concerted action can 
do this. At the same time 
efforts must be made to 
improve relations withTThma 
and USA. There is thus a 
great challenge m the area of 
foreign affairs. 

Economic growth: 'Ihe 
country has passed through a 
prolonged period of econom¬ 
ic slowdown. Though there is 
improved conlidence in the 
air, only a second round of 
economic reforms and liberal¬ 
isation can- ensure speedy 
recovery. Many decisions that 
have been pending for a long 
time, such as a new telecom 
policy and the privatisation 


in on the mandate and show itself to be a 
modem, firm party 

Cost of Elections 

he business oi governing India is 
increasingly becoming expensive 
The 13th Lok Sabha has cost the 
nation upwards of Rs 1000 crore, 
including the cost of elections and the 
amounts spent by different parties. The 
total expenditure incurred for the 1998 
elections was Rs 626.40 crore. This is 
almost 100 times of the Rs 10 crore that 
was spent in the 1952 elections. With lack 
of stability, frequent elections would 
spell ruin for the economy. Thankfully, 
the 1999 verdict promises some stability. 

The electorate is 600 million and 
includes over 4500 candidates and over 
9 lakh polling stations. A contingent 
5 million staff, supplemented by para¬ 
military staff, makes it a huge exercise. 
Some 1.1 million NCC students were 
also deployed on security duty at polling 
booths. As for parties, campaigning is an 
expensive affair, with helicopters and 
vehicles being hired by many regional 
parties. 

Poll expenses per candidate have 
been increased from Rs 4.5 lakh to Rs 15 
lakh but it is belived that the parties and 
their supporters would be spending 


more than the limit. Last time, the EC 
had appointed election observers tor the 
first time to keep a tab on the money 
being spent by candidates.Thc Indrajit 
Gupta committee had recommended 
state funding of elections, which has not 
been implemented. 

Holding of frequent elections does 
not mean that democracy is functioning 
well, it means that there is a flaw in the 
system. Apart from the heavy 
expenditure, the country suffers on 
account of instability. That is what the 
politicians have to understand, who 
have made fighting elections a kind of a 
hobby. 

Tasks Ahead 

E lections over, the new govern¬ 
ment faces tough challenges 
ahead. Some of them are listed 
below: 

Foreign policy: The government has 
to find a way of dealing with Pakistan 
and China. The Kargil episode may be a 
memory now, but Pakistan will do ail it 
can to get international mediation in 
Kashmir, besides encouraging terrorism 
in India. There is already a threat from 
intematiqnal terrorist Osama bin Laden, 
who has threatened to conduct a holy 


of insurance and other ser¬ 
vices, must be finalised. Though eco¬ 
nomic policy is not an election issue, 
people look for a fresh approach as it is 
only reforms that can bring prosperity. 
1 he new government must take decisive 
action soon 

Defence: The Kargil episode 
showed the weaknesses in the area of 
defence. Steps must be taken up to mod¬ 
ernise the army and to improve surveil¬ 
lance. The drift has cost the nation 
dearly. 

Development: Education, primary 
health, roads, electricity and water sec¬ 
tors have suffered because of lack of 
interest and expenditure. Only a stable 
government can think about these issues. 
These areas have been neglected too 
long. The new government must devote 
itself to the task of making the lives of 
the people a little better. 

Burning issues: The Cauvery issue, 
India's nuclear doctrine and the pressure 
to sign die CTBT, patent issues and other 
such issues crave attention. The last 
government has been too pre-occupied 
in dealing with coalition partners. Now 
that Vajpayee has got a second chance, 
he must devote attention to these issues 
and show that he is a statesman, not just 
a leader. 
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Commerce: 

The New Wove—Pert I 


Microsoft chairman, Bill Gates, might be 
the richest man in the world, but even he 
admits that his company is always just two 
years away from failure In this age of the Web 
and Internet, the battleground has shifted 
from the real world to cyberspace New edi¬ 
fices, albeit of bits and bytes, are being bom, 
and older ones, of bncks and mortar, crum¬ 
bling even as we speak 

But what is really happening out there 7 
Who's winning, who's losing, and how exact¬ 
ly is this shift happening 7 

For one, the advent of the Web has thrown 
open totally new channels of communication 
between buyer and seller Commerce, after all, 
refers to all transactions which involve these 
two entities Using the Web, end consumers 
can directly interact with the manufacturers, 
or distributors, eliminating middlemen from 
the process 

Consider Bus The world's largest bookstore 
does not consist of bncks and mortar It is available 
from anywhere in the world You can buy books 
from it sitting even in the remotest comer of Africa, 
and have than delivered toyour doorstep m about 
72 hours Surprised 7 Vtfell all you have to do s visit 
http //www amazon cam and see for yourself 
The Internet is not only changing ways in 
which customers interact with vendors, it not 
only advents die era of faster and cheaper 
transactions, but the fact » that it heralds a 
new industrial order One of the problems 
which most companies and individuals face 
today, market gums included, is that no one 
has any idea how Internet will eventually 
bring about this transformation It will 
changes things in ways which we can't even 
begin to imagine And that is the scary part for 
business entities They don't know if they'll be 
rendered obsolete m a couple of years time 
from now 

This is one reason why you will find tradi¬ 
tional "bricks and mortar" companies rushing 
to embrace the web Increasingly, the hot 
Internet startups m the Silicon Valley are giv¬ 
ing way to large companies spinning off 
Internet divisions to lock after their existing 
business interests From GM to Dell to Cisco, 
companies are learning that if they ignore die 
Internet, they will cease to exist 

Sure, you would have heard of the great 
Internet Startups, who have made millions 
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within just a couple of years, and some have 
even made billions But this only reflects the 
investors' views that somewhere down the 
line these companies will make money As of 
now, very very few are making any Consider 
the facts The total market capitalization of 199 
Internet companies tracked by a Morgan 
Stanley team of analyst stands today at 
US $ 450 billion (The market capitalization of 
a company is the product of total number of 
shares of the company and the market value of 
each share) This dearly reflects die zooming 
stock prices of these companies However, he 
also found that the annual sales of these 199 
companies combined to a paltry IB $ 21 bil¬ 
lion (Less than 5% of total market value) and 
the combined losses were US $ 6 2 billion* So 
dearly, the investors are betting on the future, 
not the present This amply illustrates the fact 
that although a mind-boggling amount of 
money is to be made by offering service on the 
net, where and exactly how this money is 
going to flow is still largely a guessing game 

However, just putting your lists of books 
online on a website is not going to make you into 
another Amazon There are a whole lot of other 
issues involved with E-Commerce, as buying 
and selling on die net is referred to as The pri¬ 
mary amongst this is, of course, the transaction 
of die money, which is to take place Today, cred¬ 
it cards remain the most popular means of remit¬ 
ting money from die consumer to die retailer in 
the event of a purchase For example, when you 
order a book at amazon com, you are prompted 
for your credit card number, which is then veri¬ 
fied online, and your credit card is debited by 
the suitable amount 

One of the major issues here is die securi¬ 
ty of our credit card number and the order 
form, as it travels from your computer to its 
final destination What if some unwanted enti¬ 
ty intercepted your credit card number elec¬ 
tronically while it was an the way from one 
computer to another 7 That person can then 
use your credit card number for other transac¬ 
tions, and you would get billed for things you 
never bought One of the best 
ways of avoiding this is to use encryption on 
all die computers concerned, so that even if 
the transaction n interrupted somewhere, it 
wouldn't make any sense to the person inter¬ 
cepting it 
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Make life a fine art 


T HE only way to strengthen your will 
is to practise. Use your will every day. 
Make an effort as often as you can. Do 
something difficult, something you do not 
exactly like doing. Say "No" to a pleasure 
Make a little sacrifice This is the way to 
willed action, controlled action, well- 
aimed action. 

Take any person who has done well 
in life. Someone you admire. Try to get at 
the real facts. You will End that he was up 
against difficulty and disappointment 
most of the time Even when he seemed 
to be "in luck", enjoying the best of good 
things, he had to keep fighting, striving, 
endeavouring. Men like him are self- 
made. They banked on themselves! They 
backed themselves in the race on their own 
strength of mind and body and the power 
of their personality. 

What is personality? It is something 
that makes you different from others. 
Personality places us where we belong. 
An effective personality is worth living 
foe. With it you can scale the heights. This 
is the age of personality. The best man 
1 wins. 

, The man who neglects himself throws 
away his chances. He fails and no one is 
to blame but himself. We have to consider 


seriously how we can shape ourselves a 
personality that charms and wins you 
friends and opens doors for you. 

We come across dozens of persons, 
we do not bother to remember. There is 
nothing in them that draws us, they have 
no value for us. What is wrong with these 
persons? The fact is these people have 
never even tried to make themselves felt. 
They have never tried to make the most of 
what they are. 

Give your mind depth and weight. 
Think out things for yourself. Study the 
thinkers you meet. Read die thinkers in 
books. Take life seriously. Learn what is 
best, what really matters by noting what 
the truly wise think, say and do. Read the 
lives of men who had troubles like yours. 
See how they met them. The world's best 
stories can teach you much about life and 
how to live. Improve yourself in this way 
daily in your free time. There is no better 
way to win infinite riches. 

Self-knowledge is necessary 

EOPLE fear to face facts. They 
dread unpleasant facts, especially 
about themselves. They do not easily own 
up and sayHt was all their own fault. They 


do not know themselves as they are in 
fact. This is something that really keeps 
them under, prevents them from reaching 
the front rank. For, unless one knows what 
is wrong with himself how can he know 
what he must put right? 

Without self-knowledge we cannot 
get the biggest output from ourselves. 
See yourself as you are. Leant about your 
good points and those that are not so 
good. Try to make yourself more 
effective. Do not waste power Thus, you 
will win insight You will know how 
your machine works. You will 
understand it. This inside knowledge 
gives you a sense of power. You feel 
proud to run the machine. You will give 
it all your attention. Before long you will 
have it under control. Self-reverence, 
self-knowledge and self-control: there 
alone lead man to sovereign power. Right 
living depends on them. 

Our lives must have aim. If not, we 
get nowhere. We have To bend our 
instincts, desires, emotions and will 
according to Bus aim. The man who aims 
at a big job knows the value of time. He 
has no time to lose. He takes time seriously. 
That is why he divides up his day, plans 
it. There are always jobs on hand. The 
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greatest mm are learning all their lives 
K They are great because they know how 
■* little they know, and how much remains 
to be known. They learn from any and 
every one, anywhere, at any time. The man 
with ambition has a will of his own. He 
knows where he is going and how. He 
controls things. He is master of himself. 
He has self-control. He plans his life. He 
eliminates waste He wastes money as 
little as he wastes time. 

Keep an open mind 

W E are always making mistakes, 
realize this. Let in all the light you 
can. Try to see things vividly as they really 
are Mix continually with as many people 
as you can manage. Get to know people ol 
every kind—rich, poor, young, old, sharp, 
dull. Some of these people have put 
themselves into books. These great books 
- are alive, every word of it. Take them up 
as many as you can. Read into them. Make 
it a rule, every day, a t a fixed time, to think 
back through the day's happenings and 
ask yourselt: "What have I learnt today 7 
What mistakes have I made? What was 
the nght thing to do 7 " Next, look into the 
morrow See what is coming Decide what 
is best to do. 

Thinking Power 

W HAT are you doing with your 
brains? Every one is born with 
i brains, but not every one sees that they 
* grow. You have to learn to work them. It 
is a habit. You have to train your brain. To 
be different, to win more, to be worth 
more, you simply must command 
maximum brain power. Keep the brain 


alive, keep it busy. Be quick at teaming. 
Note everything. The biggest men notice 
the smallest things. See that every sense 
is wide-awake, sharp and keen. That is 
the beginning of efficiency. The man who 
cannot depend on his eyes and ears, has a 
very small chance of success I ink up facts. 
You cannot do much with a mass of ideas. 
Sort them out Arrange them. That is the 
way to think quickly In a given time, the 
trained mind shows a bigger turnover. You 
are valued by your output 

Mind-wandering is a bad habit The 
sooner you get rid of it, the better Try and 
try again to think of only one thing at a 
time. Give it vour full attention. Let the 
whole mind tackle the job A man is said 
to be sharp, quick, wide awake and 
thorough if he has the habit of 
concentration It is a mental spotlight 
Switch it on whenever you choose See 
one topic at a time in the Centre ot a crowd 
of topics. Black out what )ou do not 
require. You will then be using your mind 
efficiently. You will remember better, you 
will forget less easily. You will loci you 
have a finer intelligence 

Life is a great business 

L IFE is a great business Make it a fine 
art. Put your best thought and effort 
into it. Are you getting full value for it 7 If 
not, why not? Look and find out what is 
amiss. In this matter of living, all file great 
thinkers like Socrates, Buddha and Jesus 
have done so. We must know ourselves 
and hide nothing from ourselves. Then, 
we can do something about it, mend 
matters, live really well and look for 
profits. This is self-examination and has 
to be done by every one who is serious 


about life. 

Begin today. A few minutes at night 
before going off to sleep, spent in this way, 
are minutes well spent. Forget that you 
are you. See yourself as you would see a 
total stranger. If you can, be sharp and 
severe at your short-comings. Do this 
tonight, every night of your life. Finish 
up this self-examination with a resolve 
spoken firmly to yourself: I wish to put 
all this right. I will make an effort to 
change all this. 

Tell this self whatever you want to be 
or do. Suggest to yourselt tonight. I shall 
concentrate on my job, put my heart into 
it, find interest and pleasure in it. Prepare 
yourself for success sub-consciously You 
will have to give up some old habits. 
Picture in your mind the new way Keep 
the picture before you day and night, till 
you can see it, so to say, m full colour, 
every bit of it. The picture will become a 
part of your life. It will come into every 
thing you do at all times and in all places. 

You will find that you can think of 
nothing else but the new way, the new- 
self You have a picture come alive before 
you You want it to come true. Put down 
all the reasons that the change is the very 
best that can ever happen to you. You can 
do it. Others worse than you have done 
it. 

Whatever you do, be /ourself. Be 
your best. Take yourself in hand But first 
believe in yourself. Act out your own ideas 
and desires. Do not take the world as it is. 
Try to shape your environment to your 
liking and taste. Be bold and unashamed 
to do your own thinking. Captain your 
own ship and let your mind work the 
engines. It is thrilling if we can express 
the best in us. 
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Verbal Volleys 


O NE common charac¬ 
teristic of "literary 
lighthouses" is their ability to 
light even ordinary 
conversation They lend glow 
to it The dull and mundane 
conversation sparkles It is a 
different matter that it does so 
at someone's cost 
v "You remember me, Mr 
Barrymore", said d pursuer 
"We met last month " "I 
never forget a face", 
retorted Barrymore, "but I'll 
make an exception in your 
case " 

Whistler had little liking, 
and less patience, for those 
members of the aristocracy 
who spoke m earth-shaking 
tones about trivia. Once at a 
reception, a haughty but 


tiresome young nobleman 
patronizingly addressed the 
artist 

"You know, Mr Whistler", 
he said in a voice that bespoke 
of big events, "1-ah-passed 
your house this morning " 

"Thank you", replied 
Whistler "Thank you very 
much'" 

Mark Twain often poked 
fun at the United States, but 
he didn't like it so well when 
somebody else did On his visit 
to Europe, he met Paul 
Bourget, the French novelist- 
critic Bourget made reference 
to the then popular American 
custom of tracing the family 
trees 

"When an American", 
said Bourget, "has nothing else 


to do, he can always spend a 
few years trying to discover 
who his grandfather was " 
"Right, monsieur", 
admitted Twain, "and when all 
other interests fail for a 
Frenchman, he can always try 
to find out who his father was " 
When Kipling started 
getting a shilling a word—the 
highest rate till then—for his 
stories, the word quickly 
spread. Some Oxford 
students sent him a shilling 
with the following message. 
"Please send us one of your 
words " 

Immediately he sent the 
reply "Thanks." 

Fred Allen was once 
having a sandwich at his 
favourite cafe when an actor. 


notorious for his lengthy 
discourses on the state of his 
health, approached 

"My head is simply 
killing me", he complained to 
the humorist "I'm sure it 
must be some kind of brain 
fever" 

"Don't give it a thought", 
replied Allen "I'm sure 
there's absolutely no 
foundation for it" 

In the days when H.L. 
Mencken was the editor, 
young witB and hopefuls were 
trying to sell, licence received 
a poem entitled "Why Do I 
Live?" 

Mencken scrawled the 
words on the copy: "Because 
you sent ybur poerit by 
mail.” 
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The results of the Force 10 Cover Story Contest were announced in our lust issue, 
bat we could feature only 10 consolation prize-winners. We publish here the names 
and viewpoints of the remaining five consolation prize-winners. We thank the 
readers for their overwhelming response 



Aran Kumar, 
Dharwad, 
Karnataka. He is 
doing his B.Com 
and wants to 
become a writer. 


We are saturated with information 
and prefer sensory messages to any¬ 
thing which requires effort. Thus, our 
reading habits have declined Today, 
we are obsessed with "audio, video 
and disco'—the media has subverted 
the way in which I think and feet 
Today, while we have the glossy. 
Westernised magazines, the cultural 
and economic deprivation of the mass¬ 
es has grown Young people like me 
feel the repercussions of the power of 
the media very acutely. We pick out the 
dominant symbols from the celebnties, 
no matter how cheap and superficial 
they are. The media unleashes fan¬ 
tasies and desires and behaviour I 
never dared to dream about earlier. I 
don't know whether the media is good 
or bqd, but it has to be constructive in 
its approach. 


I 
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ks and wants to 
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Media is a world trf glamour, 
fame, money ond knowledge. Whot is 
featured today in the madia is on 
everybody's lips tomorrow. 
Newspapers and toleviskjirT dominate 




* 

i 


* 
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our thinking, to the extent that we neg¬ 
lect other functions. True, some oppor¬ 
tunities have been created, but on the 
whole the impact is negative Too 
much violence and questionable 
lifestyles are being promoted 
However, we are dependent on the 
media for many things, such as infor¬ 
mation on career and education The 
media must realise this and provide 
authentic information, not the half- 
baked information supplied by celebri¬ 
ties who usually have nothing to say 



Sweta Slnha, Patna. 
She is studying 
Industrial microbiol¬ 
ogy and wants to 
mako a carter In 
this Hold. 


The media has many flaws, a 
major one boing that it doas not follow 
up on events. It is so obsessed with 
personalities that it forgets its primary 
role of informing and educating. To 
give an example, some years back, 
newspapers were full of scams and 
scandals but most have been forgotten 
and the people accused ore roaming 
free. Does the media not have the 
responsibility of investigating what 
actually was the truth? It is for this rea¬ 
son that the media is not taken seri- 
ously—people know that after a while 
everything will be fbrgoHen. Then 
again, many mediocre views and ideas 
get into print everyday. Readers, who 
regard newspapers as means of news 
and information, are thus cheated. On 
the other hand, we cannot forget the 
positive role played by the media in 
educating people and bringing thorn 
dose to each other. 



Ajay Kumar Akron, 
Rompura Phui, 
Punjab. He Is doing 
his B.Com and 
preparing for MBA. 


Though media has contributed to 
the moral degradation of youth to 
some extent, it also contributes to our 
development. Think of clearing written 
tests, interviews and GDs without 
knowing the latest topics. It is the 
media which has exposed us to varied 
thought ond ideas It gives us a chance 
to express ourselves and brings 
dynamic changes in our personality. 
Yet, it has to be accepted that the role 
of the media has changed from being 
a news provider to providing entertain¬ 
ment as wall It is up to the parson 
himself to decide how much benefit 
can be reaped from the media 


iv; 

R'irv J. Pramkumar, 

Ktfti Palayamkatlai, 
mV* Tamil Nodu. Ha Is 
^ doing his BJc and 
wants to do his 
MCA. 

The media publishes irrelevant 
stuff by saying that the readers want it 
But this is wrong The role of the medio 
is not merely to entertain, but to 
improve the society and its morals At 
present, however, it is obsessed by 
Western trends and newspapers are 
becoming as fnvolous os the tabloids 
in the West. Young people cannot be j 
blamed if they follow the lifestyles that 
are depicted No wonder, people com¬ 
plain about cultural pollution, "file 
media faces a great rhallenge; does It < 
want to become frivolous or does it 
want to remain serious? The readers 
may get enamoured of frivolous pro¬ 
grammes for some time, but will return 
to the serious programmes and news¬ 
papers after getting sometime. In the 
long run, therefore, the media would 
be better off by Kicking to its original 
objectives. 
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ACHIEVERS 
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Competition Master Achievers 



I am delighted to 
inform you of my success 
in the Civil Sen ices 
examination '98 with 39th 
rank I have been a regular 
subscriber to CoMrmrioN 
Master, which was ver) helpful to me in 
my preparation of General Studies paper 
It helped me in refreshing current affairs 
both national and international I attribute 
my high marks in the essay paper (141 
out of 200) to the guidance provided by 
your magazine 1m Compltiuon Master 
touches all aspects of the general studies 
paper, however, it can be made more 
useful by piovidmg some guidance of 
opbonals and marks obtained m various 
subjects 

Mahaiver Smghvt, bojat City, Rajasthan 

My joy knew no 
bounds when I was able to 
get admission to one of the 
top business schools of the 
country, the Faculty of 
• Management Studies (FMS), 
New Delhi I did my 
graduation from DAV College, 
Chandigarh and used to read The 
Competition Master regularly Its features 
are really very good and well researched, 
which helped me a lot The Mock-CAT 
pubbshed by you was extremely helpful 
and I joined Mastermind I am grateful to 
you tor the best study materials and 
excellent guidance that you provide to 
readers 

Saurabh 71 mgn, New Delhi 

I have come out with 
flying colours in the law 
entrance examination of 
r “ MD University, Rohtak, 
only because of Thf 
Competition Master I went 
through all issues of CM of the last two 
years, made notes of General Knowledge 
This helped me in the GK and English 
sections As a result, 1 ranked 9th m the 




entrance examination I whole-heartedly 
thank and dedicate this achievement of 
mine to Thf Competition Master It gave 
me a lot of encouragement m time of need 
and I consider it as my best friend today 
I have learnt a lot and you hav e given me 
confidence to face life 

Sukhda, Rohtak Haryana 

I am happy to tntorm 
pjjP^M you that I have cleared MBA 
■entrance test of University 
^P^lof Pune 1m Competition 
iMasTER helped me in mv 
preparation and I looked 
forward to the management 
features m every issue The General 
Awareness and Business GK section 
published by you is very good I also 
followed your advice on Group 
Discussions and was able to score well 
Vitos Kumar, New Delhi 




I have been a regular 
reader of Tin Competition 
Master for more than a 
decade I have succeeded in 
• • various examinations 

because of your guidance 
Recently, I have been 
selected for appointment in Class I Grade 
B officer in Reserve Bank of India This 
has been possible only due to CM 1 am 
extremely indebted to this publication in 
shaping my career 

Anil Kumar Yadov, Rangpo, East Sikkim 

I have been selected 
for MBA at Magadh 
University, Patna, thanks 
„ Ji 1 ' entirely toTHECoMPETmoN 
* Master I found the 
” features Business GK, 
General Awareness and 
Do You Know very helpful indeed I 
am grateful for the excellent guidance 
provided by you 

R avmdra Kumar, Haridmr, 
Uttar Pradesh 




] am happy tO inform 

^'*11' V ou * have *^ een 
selected in MBA at the 
Symbiosis Institute of 
F 1 • Management, Pune 
*' During my preparations, I 
followed Thf Competition Master also did 
its Mock CAr test You are providing a 
unique service to readers and the 
management section is the best that I have 
seen 1 owe my success to you and am 
indebted to you for your guidance 
Amit Curumj Deliradun, Uttar Pradesh 

With constant 
guidance from The 
Compftiiion Master, I have 
been selected for MBA at 
the National Institute of 
Management, Calcutta At 
every step, it was a great help to me, 
whether it was preparing for written test 
or later for group discussion and 
interview The Question Box is a very good 
feature you have, which helped me clear 
a lot of doubts The management feature 
was also a great help in my preparations 
Thank you 1 

Preeh Behl, Calcutta 

In this world of nsmg 
commercialism, 1 found the 
approach of Competition 
Master direct and practical 
The advice m "Ask the 
Master" is really helpful. I 
followed everything you wrote and have 
received admission offers from many CAT 
institutes. I would like to thank 
Competition Mastfr for providing help 
and guidance at the mos^rucial hour. 

Shalley Sharma, Panckkula 

If you have passed a competitive 
examination or had any other major 
achievement, send your photograph and write 
up to: h 

The Competition Master Achievers, 
126, Industrial Area, Chandigarh-160002. 
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CM CLASSIFIEDS 

SSB INTERVIEWS 


ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about 
forthcoming examinations and opportunities 
Institutes should send us information well 
in advance to be Included here. Readers 
are advised to assess their own suitability 
and that of the institute before applying— 
this feature is not a recommendation of any 
course or institute. 

Communications 

PG Programme in Communica¬ 
tions—Eligibility: Graduation. Written test. 
CAT on December 12 Last date' January 

10.2000. Apply to: Admissions Office. Mudra 
Institute of Communications (MICA), Shela, 
Ahmedabad - 380 058 with a DD for Rs 800 and 
sa.s.e. with Rs 12 stamps. Also apply to CAT 

Engineering 

1. Graduate Aptitude Teat in Engineer¬ 
ing (GATE-2000)— To be held on February 
13, 2000. Eligibility: B E., B.Sc or integrated 
Master’s Degree. Last dale: November 12,1999. 
Form available at selected bank branches or 
apply to: Chairman, GATE, lISc Bangalore - 
560 012 or IITs at Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur 
Kharagpur, Chennai, with a DD for Rs 800. 

2. Common Entrance Examination 
for Design (CEED-2000)—Eligibility: 
Bachelor's degree In Engineering, Architec¬ 
ture or Fine Arts. Examination Date: February 

6.2000. Last date: November 19,1999. Apply 
to: Chairman, GATE, IIT Bombay, Powai, 
Mumbai - 400 076 with a DD for Rs 200. 

Management 

1. MBA, MBA (») and MBA (HR)—EB- 
gibllfty: Graduation with 50% marks or a pass 
in the final exams if fCAl, ICWAI, ICSI, or AMIE 
with 50% marks. Written test: CAT on Decem¬ 
ber 12,1999. Last date for applying: Decem¬ 
ber 10,1999. Apply to: Manager, Publication 
Bureau, Panjab University, Chandigarh with a 
DD for Ra 850 In favour of Registrar, Panjab 
University, Chandfoarh. Also apply to CAT. 

2. PG Diploma In Management—Eli¬ 
gibly: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test: CAT on December 12, 1999, 
Last date: November 15,1999. Appiy to: Ad¬ 
mission Office, Gpa institute of Management, 
Ribandar, Goa * 403 006 with a DD for 700. 


Also apply to CAT 

3. Post graduate programme in 
Management—Eligibility: Graduate in any 
discipline with minimum 50% marks Writ¬ 
ten test: CAT on December 12,1999 Last 
date: December 10, 1999. Application 
form available at SBI branches or write 
to- SP Jain Institute of Management and 
Research, Munshi Nagar, Dadabhai Road, 
Andheri (W), Mumbai - 400 058 with a DD 
for Rs 850. 

4 Master in Business Management 
(Aslan Institute of Management, Manila)— 
Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree, 2 years of work 
experience and minimum age 22 years. An¬ 
nual fee: $12,000 per annum. Written test: CAT, 
GMAT or AIMAT. Last date: December 15, 
1999. Apply to. AIM Alumni, 520 Maker 
Chamber V, Nariman Point Mumbai - 400 021 
with a DD for Rs 2500. 

5. PG Programme in Business Admin¬ 
istration—Eligibility. Graduation Written test: 
CAT on December 12. Last date: December 
16,1999. Apply to: Registrar, Banaras Hindu 
University, Banaras. Also apply to CAT. 

6. PG Diploma In Management-Eli¬ 
gibility: Graduation with minimum 50% 
marks. Written test: CAT on December 12. 
Last date: December 30, 1999. Apply to: 
Programme Manager, Nirma Institute of 
Management, Sarkhej Gandhinagar High¬ 
way, Post: Chamftxfia, Ahmedabad - 382 481 
with a DD for Rs 700. Also apply to CAT. 

7. PG Programme in Rural Manage¬ 
ment (2 years)—Eligibility: Graduate with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test: Decem¬ 
ber 19,1999. Last date: November 12,1999. 
Apply to: Admissions Co-ordinator, Institute 
of Rural Management, Post Box No. 60, 
Anand - 368 001 with a s.a.s.e. with Rs 12 
stamps and a DD for Rs 50. 

8. Master of Management—Eligibil¬ 
ity: Bachelor's degree in engineering with 
first class or PG degree in science with first 
class. Written test: December 19,1999. Last 
date: November 6,1999. Apply to: Admis¬ 
sions Coordinator, School of Manage¬ 
ment, IIT Bombay, Powai, Mumbai - 400 
076 with a OD for Rs 800 and 3 self-ad¬ 
dressed stickers. 


Admission strictly limited to ensure 
personal attention to each person 
In Interview, GTO, and Psych tests. 


DOGRA SSB Coaching 


2S2 Deahbandhu Aptta. KaikaJI, 
New Delhi-110 019. □ Ph.: 6462185 
(Hostel facility also available) 


TOP RANKER’S PACKAGE 
IIT-JEE/CBSE - PMT - 2000 

(Screening) \ .. . . 

More than BOOO/1SOOO Objective type 
Questions, MCQs, T/F, Fill in Blanks, 1000/ 
450 short & 1500/300 long Answer- 
Questions 

Pace IIT-JEE- Rs 1750 S CBSE- PMT-Rs 1450 

CAREER ORIENTATIONS 

94-B, Hindi Park, Duyagan}(CM), Delhi-110002 
Phone;3286358/91. fax:011-3260248 


ADMISSION GUIDANCE FOR 

PHYSIO THERAPY/ 

B.E./MBBS/BDS (1999-2000) 


NO AOVANCE/NO BOOKING AMOUNT 

Contact Personally - NTEC (Regd) 
Shop No 1, Aram Bagh, Adjacent Udaain 
Mandlr, Pahar Ganj, New Delhi-SS 
Ph 3546552.(Off Hrs lOa.m to7pm) 
(R)3534413, Pager 9602416052 


SUNDAY OPEN 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE REFRESHER 
BY 

O.P.KHANNA 

Recommended for all Competitive 
Examinations 

Revised and Updated 
1999 Edition 

Prestigious Publications of 

IHIMIRniMMBslwrs) 

126, Industrial Area-1, Chandigarh -160 002 


WONDER BOOK OF 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

A Dictionary of General Knowledge 
First of its land 

ISM EMM 

Ask your local dealer or order direct from 

hum awns maMM) 

JI 26 Jn*J 8 frtatA^ 
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Choose The Right Words 


Jonathan Swift defined good writing 
as the art of putting "proper words in 
proper places". Although this definition 
oversimplifies the process of 
composition, it does stress the fact that 
words are the units with which a writer 
works. 

Words are the essence of 
communication, even of communication 
to oneself The writer finds with words 
just as he writes with them, and neither 
lus thinking nor hi: writing can he efficient 
unless his words are accurate. A concern 
about right words, therefore, is not just a 
matter of choosing, imposing or arresting 
words. It is a matter of ordering 
experience, evaluating it, and commu¬ 
nicating the results 

Words are symbols for experience 
They represent what we see, hear, feel, 
smell, taste, and do, and the attitudes and 
thoughts which we derive from these 
experiences. The word is not the 
experience itself. 

We cannot drink the word "water", 
ride in the word "car", or refresh our 
bodies with the word "sleep". But we can 
see words to "stand for" these 
experiences 

"Christ was crucified" makes us think 
of an event that happened m a far-off 
country nearly two thousand years ago. 
By words, therefore, we are able to draw 
on the experience of people in all ages and 
in all places, and to use that experience to 
plan for the future. In a sense, then, words 
give us a degree of control over time and 
space by giving us a means of thinking 
about events in other times and places 

The relation between a word and 
its referent is a mental one. We can 
think of different referents for the same 
word. Thus, a spring may be a season, 
a source of drinking water, or a metal 
bar or coil 

Ihis multiple use of the same word 
allows us to describe a limitless number 


j of experiences with a limited number of 
words The people to whom wc are 
speaking or writing can usually tell 
which meaning we have in mind by 
noticing the whole statement or 
situation in which we use the word— 
"I'll be glad when spring comes". "Fill 
this bottle at the spring"; "The car has a 
b.oken spring." 

In practice we learn the meanings of 
| words by their contexts. When we are 
I learning our language we do rot meet 
the word "run" by itself, we always meet 
it m some situation—a man running tor 
a bus, a child running a temperature, 
and so on 

We learn the meanings of "run" by 
learning the contexts in which it is used 
This is exactly how the writers of 
dictionaries get their definitions. They 
gather sample contexts and write the 
definitions to describe them, so that when 
a dictionary lists different meanings for 
the word "spring", it is recording the 
contexts in which "spring" most 
frequently occurs. 

The only meanings a word has are 
those that exist m the minds of people 
who use it. A word is always used in some 
situation or context. The context shows 
how a word is being used, or what it 
means The principle is called the 
principle of usage, which states the 
meanings of a word are determined by 
the ways speakers and writers generally 
use it. 

The principle of usage has two 
important corollaries. First, a word has 
no Intrinsic meaning, that is, no 
meaning of its own apart from the uses 
people give it. Second, the current 
meanings of a word will change if users 
accept the changes. Words are 
chameleons. They acquire the colour of 
their environment. 

Many words have quite different { 
meanings from those they once had. ' 


"Wench" once meant a child and had no 
unpleasant associations; "buxom" was 
once complimentary, so much so that a 
fifteenth century writer could use it to 
refer to the Virgin Mary, "manufacture" 
meant "to make by hand", but when 
goods came to be machine-made we 
retained the old name for the new 
process, "lingerie", when imported from 
France, meant "linen goods", but its most 
papular use today has Nothing to do with 
linen; "quarantine" has long since lost 
its original Italian meaning of "forty 
days". 

Words mean whatever users agree to 
make them mean, that many of them have 
had different meanings at different stages 
of their histories, and that their present 
meanings vary with the contexts in which 
they are used. 

The distinction between 
denotations and connotations is that the 
latter reveal attitudes about an object or 
event but the former do not. These 
attitudes may be favourable or 
unfavourable. In "That is a cute hat" and 
"That is an absurd hat", the word "hat" 
is used denotatively in both sentences, 
but "cute" has favourable and "absurd" 
unfavourable connotations. 

Some words, such as cute, brave, 
efficient, fame, glory, hope, and 
valuable usually have only favourable 
connotations. Others such as absurd, 
callous, hate, idiotic, lust, treason, and 
vicious have unfavourable conno¬ 
tations. 

A writer who is interested only in 
providing information jvill tend to use 
words at a denotative level. Since clarity 
of communication—dear pointing to 
specific fads—is his main aim, he cannot 
afford to let his readers make all sorts of 
interpretations. Therefore, he tries to 
restrict interpretation by choosing words i 
and contexts which are relatively free from 
connotations, 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Powor 


1 aglow; (a) glowing (b) 
dance (c) warm (d) eager 

2 bowdlerise: (a) ban (b) 
censor <c) prohibit (d) stop 

3 cordite' (a) landless 
labourer ( b) wounded soldier 

(c) meaningless talk ( d) 
smokeless explosive 

4 dismissive (a) con¬ 
siderate (b) rude (c) kind (d) 
careful 

5 effluence' (a) stream {b) 
pond (c) lake (rf) dam 

6 flagellation (a) praise 

(b) confidence (c) punishment 

(d) demotion 

7 grabble (a) grope 
about (b) run about (c) worry 
about (d) travel about 

8 histnonic (a) historical 
(b) spiritual (c) dramatic (d) 
etlucal 

9 impunity (a) slavery 
(b) selection (c) payment (d) 
freedom 

10 jarrihg: (a) unpleasant 
(b) polite (c) memorable (d) 
discouraging 

1L lodtish: (a) tamely (b) 
vulgar (tfoiutafrle (d) refined. 


12 mish-mash: (a) effec¬ 
tive measure ( b) daily routine 

(c) burning topic (d) confused 
mixture 

13 nippy: (a) aggressive 
(b) cold (r) warm (d) expen- 
si\e 

14 osmosis: (a) rejection 
of offer (b) mjured innocence 
(0 acceptance of ideas (d) 
betray al of trust 

15 placate (a) pacify (b) 
notify (c) verify (d) justify 

!&’’ query (v)* (a) tremble 
(f») dig (c) construct ( d) 
question 

17 razzmatazz (a) safe 
passage (b) extravagant 
publicity (c) late arrival (ri) 
standing ovation 

18 skirmish, (a) fight (b) 
compromise (c) solution (d) 
proof 

19 tutelage: (a) pattern 
(b) exhibi hon (c) instruction (d) 
approval 

20 u-tum: (a) reversal of 
policy (b) confirmation of 
mmutes (c) honesty Of purpose 

(d) simplicity of manhers 


ANSWERS 

1. aglow, (a) glowing 
—It is nice to see faces of 
all children aglow 

2 bowdlense: (b) censor 
—The Censor Board has 

decided that the him oh past 
British Royalty needs to be 
bowdlcrtsed 

3 cordite: (d) smokeless 
explosive. 

i-i-The war stones were 


laced (mixed) with die taste of 
cordite and the raw 6mell of 
adventure 

4 dismissive: (b) rude 
—The Chairman was a 

little dismissive about investing 
any resources m online/ 
internet activity 

5 effluence: (a) stream 
The literary critic 

feared the current effluence of 
English fiction from India 


would harm genuine Indian 
literature 

6 flagellation: (c) 
punishment 

—The characters in her 
short stories seem to be adept 
at self flagellation 

7 grabble (h) grope about 

—In the pitch dark all my 

efforts to giabbk either the 
door handle or the light sw itch 
proved futile 

8 histnonic (c) drama 
tic 

—She could not help 
showing her histnonic latents 
even when there was no 
occasion to do so / 

9 impunity (d) freedom 

—The orders prohibiting 

the sale of items made from ice 
and cut ftuits were being 
flouted with impunity 

10 jarring (a) unplea¬ 
sant 

—Her comments on 
tuture policy introduced a 
jarring note to the 
proceedings 

11 loutish' (b) vulgar 

—He was shouted down 

m the meeting lot his loutish 
behaviour 

12 mish-mash: (d) 
confused mixture 

—The book was a 
confused mish-mash that told 
the readers what a wonderful 
woman she was 

13 nippy- (b) cold, chilly 

—The weather is both 

jolly nippy as well as enjoyable 


today 

14 osmosis: (<) accep¬ 
tance of ideas 

—The writings and 
efforts of social woikers have 
tried every bit to strengthen 
the process ot cultural osmosis 
in a complex society like 
India 

15 placate (<i) pacify, 
soothe 

—T\ery effort to placate 
the frenzied mob proved in 
\ am 

16 query Cv) (d) question 

—The Minister was 

quaud about his plans for the 
industry 

17 razzmatazz, (b) extra¬ 
vagant publicity 

—The biggest gathering 
of environmentalists, political 
leaders and media-persons in 
the capital was a razzmatazz of 
rare combination 

18 skirmish («) fight 

—There is no mention 

of the skirmish on the border 
m today's major news¬ 
papers 

19 tutelage (c) in¬ 
struction, tuition 

—After his father's 
death he was placed under 
the tutelage of a master 
craftsman 

20 u-turn (a) reversal of 
policy 

—It takes no time for our 
politicians to make a u-turn 
when the opportunity so 
demands 
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MOCK LA! r I 


The Competition Master 

ALL INDIA MOCK-CAT 1999 

Our Mock CA1 published last year received an overwhelming response Keeping the interest of our readers in 
mind, we are publishing another test for this year, closely following the actual CAT test held last year If you are an 
MBA aspirant, or want to appear in subsequent years, you should participate in it and get your actual national 
percentile and scores This will help you identify weaknesses and get over your handicaps 
The test is also useful for Bank PO aspirants 

The test paper will be analysed by MASTERMIND, a leading MBA preparation institute. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1 Do the test m 2 horns in one sitting No bieaks are to be taken Ideally, do the test early m the morning 
so that you can concentrate better 

2 The test should be attempted at home, in test conditions Timing is important and we expect readers 
will stick to the time Emits 

3 Fill up the answers in the answer sheet or its photocopy and send it to us by December 1, 1999 
Candidates who are not taking CAT this year may send the answer sheets by December 31, 1999 
Please also send a draft of Rs 100.00 in the name of The Competition Master, Chandigarh towards 
processing fee. Oui address 126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh 

4 Entries received without the fees of Rs 100 00 will not be entertained 

5 The Compiution Master will not be responsible for postal delays or loss 

6 We will assess your paper and send answers with explanations You will also receive a booklet 
containing formulae and tips to succeed 


SECTION A 

Time allowed: One hour 


PART-1 

Directions for Q. 1-10: Read the pessage below and select the best 
choice from the options. 

Passage I 

The new form of direct marketing is a big step up from todays crude 
version But it is also in some ways a step back The first direct marketers 
were trusted local shopkeepers Compared with todays direct marketers 
whose best stab at intimacy is a pre-pnnted letter with a misspelt name, the 
local shopkeeper really knew his customers—remembering when to order a 
favourite bolt of fabnc tor one, suggesting a new cough tincture to another 
“He carried his database in his head", says Don Peppers who with Martha 
Rogers was an early advocate ot personalised marketing 

The transformation of direct marketing from its local origins into 
advertising's downmarket cousin dates from the birth of mass production 
which enabled manufacturers to produce goods in large quantities tor sale 
by chain stores to unseen buyers The first mass-produced shoes in America 
were called "straights*, with identical shapes for left and right feet Lester 
Wunderman Inventor of the term “direct marketing”, believes that mass 
production has conditioned consumers to expect unsatisfactoiy service and 
goods "It created a culture of things that didn t quite IK, didn't quite suit and 
didn't quite serve", he says. 

With mass retailing came mass advertising Without (bract contact with 


the consumer, manufacturers could not know who was buying what, only 
what was selling Mass advertising established a link between a product and 
millions of faceless consumers Brands—encapsulating a short, memorable 
message—were part of this relationship The result has In many cases been 
fantastically successful Coca Cola has created a drink that is instantly 
recognised and even has emotional resonance 

Yet branding is, at best, an Imprecise art Most consumers would be 
hard-pressed to explain why, say, Levis or Nike are losing cachet to such 
newcomers as Tommy Hilliger Because they sell through huge retailers, 
producers struggle to know why customers buy their brands As advertising 
costs have risen and the media have fragmented, mass marketing has 
become harder and more costly That, plus new computer technology, has 
pushed direct marketing Into toe limelight Its full potential is only Just being 
grasped By manipulating information, including data over the Internet, di¬ 
rect marketing can be targeted and personalised It can even be intelligent— 
learning what customers like from what they buy and where they browse, as 
weRes soliciting feedback via the telephone and e-maif The result con be 
more effective than mass advertising 

The low costs ol direct marketing have created a huge and fast-grtw- 
ing industry—made up of direct mad, telemarketing, database marketing, 
toe Internet and tree-phone TV, radio and print advertisements. In Its biggest 
maiket. North America, toe Industry was worth $ 163 button to 1986, when 
it grew by 7% to almost three-fifths of toe country's total spendtog on adver¬ 
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thing The industry expects 7% annuel growth to 2002 beating the S$% 
forecast for advertising spending 

Direct marketing is growing even faster in places where junk mail is 
new enough still to be welcome Robert Wientzen president of Americas 
Direct Marketing Association says that m Russia and the Czech Republic 
most junk mail is opened and read—indeed the average piece is pored over 
by more than one person Even in China despite an unreliable postal ser 
vice and few credit cards the government is encouraging direct marketing, 
partly to stop people migrating to cities in search of things to buy 

Yet most direct marketing remains clumsy Britain $ Direct Marketing 
Association admits Its members spend ? 30 000 ($ 49 000) a year sending 
mailings to dead people typical success rates for most mail shot campaigns 
in mature countries are no better than 2% Steve Dapper chief executive of 
Rapp Collins a big direct marketing agency complains that consumer data 
are sold too freely leading to pesky cold calls and junk mail The trouble is 
that direct marketing is still driven by the same thinking as mass marketing 

Most direct marketing is based on profiles built by classification sys 
terns that use a mixture of census data questionnaires electoral roll infor 
matron and in America credit card data to segment populations This 
information is passed to a direct marketing agency to slice into profiles 
Having defined a type the agenry buys the names and addresses of similar 
people from mailing lists sold by list brokers The profiles are not sophisti 
cated Scott Adams creator of the Dilbert cartoons jokes that the most 
important category s The Stupid Rich so named because of their ten 
dency to buy anything that s new regardross ol cost or usefulness If you sell 
enough to them he says you can afford to sell the rest to The Stupid 
Poor 

1 Why is today s direct markeung called crude 7 

1 it Is a crude attempt to become intimate with the customer 

2 it is unlike the shopkeepers of the past 

3 it is a crude method to sell things 

4 it is not sophisticated as mass marketing 

2 Why is the new form of marketing said to be a step backward 7 

1 it qoes back in history 

2 it tries to do what shopkeepers were trying to do earlier 

3 it wants to learn traditional thinking and knowledge 

4 it is breaking away from mass advertising 

3 Why did direct marketing become advertising s downmarket cousin? 

1 mass production became more popular 

2 it began to be looked down upon 

3 large quantities could be sold through mass advertising 

4 it became less fashionable because of chain stores 

4 The author s opinion about mass production is that 

1 it has conditioned customers to accept unsatisfactory goods and 
services 

2 it has created a culture of goods that are not perfectly all nght 

3 it has made goods cheaper because of economies of scale 

4 it enabled manufacturers to produce goods in large quantities 

5 Why is branding an imprecise art 7 

1 producers do not know why customers buy their brands 

2 producers do not know why Levis is losing customers 

3 mass marketing has become harder and more costly 

4 direct marketing has been pushed into the limelight 

6 How can direct marketing become more effective than mass adver¬ 
tising 7 * 

1 by using data on the Internet 

2 by making It more targeted and personalised 

3 by trying to learn what customers like 

4 by soliciting feedback through telephone and e-mail 

7 Which of the following factors have been Identified as contributing 
to the popularity of direct marketing 

I its low cost 

II high cost of advertising 

III fragmentation of the media 

1 I ft II 2 14 III 3 fiaill 4 I, II & ill 

8 The rate of growth In Russia and Czech ReputAc Is expected to be 


1 between 6 5 to 7% 2 more than 7% 

3 less than 5 5% 4 cannot say 

9 What a the most likely reason as to why mailings are sent to dead 
people 7 

1 direct marketing is driven by the same ft nkmy u s mass market¬ 
ing 

2 consumer data are sold too free y 

3 data are bought from list brokers 

4 nobody bothered to update the dat collected 

10 The author feels that it is important 'o sell to The S'uptd Rich’ 
because 

1 they will buy anything new contributing n profits 

2 you can then afford to sell the rest to Tti* Stupid Poor 

3 it is easier to sell to The Stup d Poor 

4 none of the above 

Directions lor Q 11-15 Read the passage and select the best choice 
from the options 

Passage II 

Video games have become a pervasive form of entertainment m the 
1990s Today an estimated 69 per cent of American families own or rent 
video and computer games Most are harmless erterta nment but in far too 
many of the most popular ones kids are acting out realistic violent expert 
ences on their TV and computer screens The\ a e save- ng heads and 
snapping spines in Mortal Kombat IV They are paying a go go dancer and 
then blowing her away in Duke Nukem 3D They aie scorching the high 
school hand with a flame-thrower until they burn to death in Postal 

Interactive video games introduce kids to a ternary world that features 
amazingly lifelike characters detailed images cl brutality and an audio mix of 
heart pounding music macabre sound effects and authentic voices Unlike movies 
and television where you watch the violence ihe game lets you feel the sen 
satton of committing violent acts When you rento the game you re the game 

With the rapid evolution of game technology comes a qei oration of 
titles portraying three dimensional 360 degree onvrcnmenls that are virtu 
ally real In Grand Theft Auto kids get to assume thu r Je of a low level 
mobster and perform various murders ard other »ctomcs to Impress their 
boss Postal was another title that generated controversy In thnt gsme kids 
control a character known among players as The Postal Dude who goes 
postal when the bank forecloses on his house On their rampage players 
gun down anything that moves including parishioners leav ng a church The 
Postal Dude occasionally mutters Only my gun understands me 

Makers of the more violent games are pushirq the outer limits of sav¬ 
agery and depravity One of the most hotly anbcip fed videos is the sequel 
to Carmageddon in which the player racks u,j pomta for mowing down 
pedestrians In Carmageddon 2 your victims n->* only squ sh undei your 
tires and splatter blood on the windshield they also qct on thr r knees md 
bag for mercy or commit suicide If you like you can also disrw uber them 

When it comes to the effects of video games on children there s a 
double standard in the industry while publishers trumpet educational games 
in helping develop kids learning skills they discount ti at violent games can 
have baser influences on behaviour and attitudes Them ha r been no 
evidence to show that video games increase violence m i-hildren «ays Pat 
Becker of Electronic Arts the industry s largest pubi si er 

For decades the public has decried the increasing violence in Holly¬ 
wood movies and on prime-time television Researchers conclude there is 
a measurable Increase of three to 15 per cent in an md v dual s aggressive 
behaviour after watching violent television 

11 What is the primary difference between video qimes and movies, 
according to the passage 7 

1 In movies, the sensation of committing violence Is real 

2 Video games feature lifelike chancte's and detailed images ol 
brutality 

3 Not all movies are violent 

4 Video games let you feel the sensation of committing violent acts 

12 Why does the author describe details of different video games 7 

1 to show the level of savagery depicted in the games 

2 to impress the reader 
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3 to describe the games better 

4 to show what games children are playing these days 

13 It is said that the industry has a double standard because of the 
fact that 

1 they say one thing and do the opposite 

2 they are not willing to accept that games increase violence in 
children 

3 they claim that educational games develop skills but discount the 
effect of violent games 

4 there is no research to show that violent games have any effect 
on children 

14 What could be a suitable title for the passage? 

1 What shall we do about violent video games? 

2 Children and video games 

3 Double standards of the video game industry 

4 The brutalising effects of video games 

15 What is meant by the line ‘When you re in the game you're the 
game"? 

f you get deeply involved in the game 

2 playing the games is almost like real life experiences 

3 the sensation is like the real experience of committing acts of 
violence 

4 the games become like life itself 

Dlmctlons forO. 16-26: Read the passage below and select the best 
choice from the options 

Passage III 

Water plays a versatile role in the functioning of the biosphere The 
water cycle has two distinct branches—the atmospheric branch and the 
terrestrial branch In the atmosphere, water exists mainly m gaseous form 
On the earth, liquid forms and solid forms (ice/snow) predominate 

Water is important to the biosphere in that it is from water that the 
biosphere draws its most, abundant element, hydrogen Hydrogen in the 
form of carbohydrates constitutes a very important source of energy for all 
living things Although we have a plentiful supply of water m the oceans, it 
is not of direct use to us We have to depend upon a small stock of water¬ 
less than 1%—contained in our rivers and fresh water lakes and in the 
subsoil Even this small proportion can cause havoc to life if it is not properly 
managed the reference here is to floods 

White relief measures are undoubtedly important, attention has to be 
focused on the long-term flood control measures In the past, we had con¬ 
structed flood moderation reservoirs across catchment areas of rivers, and 
built 10,260 km of embankments and 27 850 km length of drainage chan¬ 
nels Besides, 18 900 villages have been raised above the flood level upto 
March 1997 

The fact is that long-term flood control measures to be effective should 
Include both traditional methods and afforestation measures The intensity 
of floods may be reduced by keeping the drainage channels clear and re¬ 
moving the accumulated silt from reservoirs and river beds In fact, the dams 
built have trapped silt coming from the hills and prevented its large accumu¬ 
lation in nver beds downstream Hence the new emphasis on building more 
dams in the northern nvers should be welcomed The embankments also 
need to be reinforced In many places, they are just made of mud and sand 
and easily breached by a little gush of water Other improvements should be 
in the regulation of water discharge from filled reservoirs and in the flood 
forecasting system Even the present warning system, though inadequate, 
has helped to save many valuable lives and property Since the States have 
been lethargic In Implementing flood control schemes and since most nvers 
flow through many States, it would be better if flood control is handled by the 
Centre The mighty Himalayan rivers are unlikely to be tamed unless we 
have a basic understanding as to how floods originate Since 1947, Indian 
and foreign scientists have been repeatedly emphasising that the volume of 
water In the Himalayan rivers in the monsoons Is the combined effect of 
rainfall, snow melt and glacier discharges Even the first expert committee 
set up by Nehru had opined that a serious study of the snow melt and glacier 
discharges Is essential for avoiding flood disasters In the north But efforts 
In this direction, during the last 50 years, have been very Inadequate. Now 


that satellite pictures are available detailing the snow cover in the Himalayas 
over large areas and their movements the government would do well to 
initiate measures to obtain the relevant data form such pictures Field stud¬ 
ies in the Himalayan region would also help flood control measures 
16 Which of the following, according to the passage, is a new non- 
traditionai method of flood control? 

1 construction of flood moderation reservoirs across catchment areas 
of rivers 

2 building embankments 

3 laying drainage channels 

4 planting more areas with trees • 

t 7 The author speaks approvingly of all of the following except 

1 afforestation measures 

2 the last five decades' efforts at studying the Himalayan environ¬ 
ment 

3 emphasis on building dams 

4 Inadequate flood warning system 

18 The author welcomes building dams in the northern rivers be 
cause they 

1 prevent trapping the silt coming from the hills 

2 store water for irrigation 

3 store water for power generation 

4 store water for navigation 

19 The author's attitude is 

1 cynical 2 critical 

3 constructive 4 conservative 

5 optimistic 

20 The author seems to favour 

I traditional methods 

II afforestation 

III soil conservation measures 

t I only 2 II only 

3 III only 4 I & II only 

21 Which of the following statement(s) is/are definitely TRUE in the 
context of the passage? 

I A significant proportion of water on the earth is not of direct use to us 

II Water from rainfall, glaciers and snow-melt does not pose any threat 
to life and property 

III Water exists in atmosphere in the same state as is available on the 

earth 

1 I only 2 II only 

3 III only 4 I & II only 

22 The difficulty in controlling Himalayan nvers is 

1 inadequate number of dams 

2 inadequate number of reservoirs in catchment areas of nvers 

3 inadequate length of drainage channels 

4 lack of knowledge of snow melt and glacier discharges 

23 Which of the following is a new suggestion of the author? 

1 water discharge should be regulated 

2 the drainage channels should be cleared up 

3 the reservoirs built across the catchment areas of nvers should 
be desifted 

4 a flood forecasting system should be established 

24 A deficiency In the flood control meesures contributing to the in¬ 
tensity of floods Is the 

1 clearing up of the drainage channels 

2 deslltlng of reservoirs built across the catchment areas of rivers 

3 demiting of river beds 

4 embankments are weak * 

25. According to the passage, the flood problem arises because. 

1 afforestation and soli conservation measures have not been taken 

2 reservoirs across catchment areas of rivers have not been bui 

3. embankments have not been built 

4, drainage channels have not been laid 

26. The author recommends all of the following except 
1. use of data horn eatbfltte pictures 
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2 ftetd studies of rainfall 

3 field studies of glacier discharges 

4 asking States to take flood control measures 

Dinctiont for Q. 27-34: Read the passage below and select the best 
choice from the options. 

Passage IV 

It was a tree-hugger's dream Save the rainforests Respect and honour 
the knowledge of the people who live there And stiH make money for your 
shareholders Unfortunately it doesn’t look as though it is going to work 
This month. Shaman Pharmaceuticals, the leading proponent of the “ethno- 
botanical" approach to drug discovery—an attempt to identify the active 
molecules in folk remedies, In order to turn them into modern prescription 
medicines—threw In the towel 

Shaman’s failure to convert old-wives tales into drugs probably marks 
the end of the sort of selective 1 botanismg' that started the pharmaceutical 
industry, when the pain-kitling properties of wtllow bark led to the invention 
of aspmn Merck one of the world’s biggest drug companies, spent ten 
years trying to extract and develop the active pnnctples from Chinese herbal 
remedies It failed too Other firms are downgrading the role of traditional 
medicine when screening plants for useful substances Instead they prefer 
the automated mass screening techniques originally developed to deal with 
the artificial products created in vast numbers by modern combinatorial 
chemistry 

It is a popular misconception, probably generated by such pharmaceu 
tical celebrities as quinine, and fed by environmentalists keen to preserve 
rainforests that those forests abound with billion-dollar blockbuster drugs 
just waiting to be discovered The facts are different Between 1960 and 
1982, America's National Cancer Institute and department of Agriculture 
collected 35,000 samples of roots, fruits and bark from 12,000 species of 
plants Only three significant products were discovered in them Taxol 
Camptothecin and homoharringtonme have all proved useful as anti cancer 
drugs but they do not suggest that the forests are teeming with pharmaceu 
tical opportunities And more recent collections by the NCI and DOA (gath 
ered between 1986 and 1996 from South America) have been even more 
disappointing As yet not a single drug has emerged from them 

Shaman tned hard It sent teams of physicians and botanists into the 
rainforests of more than 30 countries in Asa, Africa and South America 
They collaborated with local healers to identify plants with medicinal prop 
erties And the firm abided by the standards laid down in the Convention on 
Biological Diversity that was signed In 1992 m Rio de Janeiro This sought 
to highlight the economic value of regions noh in species, and ensure that 
local people benefited That meant that, in exchange for the knowledge it 
received, Shaman provided a payment of upto $ 8,000 (or the equivalent in 
goods and services) to the healer's community It also promised long-term 
benefits if a drug was actually developed from one of the plants concerned 

But although short-circuiting the screening process by starting with 
medically proven plants may have looked a smart move ten years ago 
screening technology has got better and better It will soon be possible to 
check molecules for promising biological activity at a rate of 100,000 a day 
It may look more elegant to ask the locals, but screening everything, regard¬ 
less, Is now faster and cheaper On top of that, the folk healers' concerns 
are not necessarily those of drug companies The former are frequently 
preoccupied with curing parasitic Infestations unknown in the rich countries 
that provide the companies with their markets They are much less adept at 
diagnosing and treating diseases such as cancer, where the real money is 
to be mads. 

There are some areas of overlap, however Shaman had seemed to be 
making good progress on type II diabetes (which Is unbeatable with insulin) 
Diabetes is a disease that Is recognised m many cultures because sufferers, 
whose blood-sugar levels are out of control, tend to pass sugar-rich urine 
By using ethnobotany to provide the raw materials, Shaman's researchers 
were able within four years to- Isolate 39 compounds that lowered Wood- 
sugar levels enough to make them tookpromkring as anb-diabates drugs 
Whether any of those molecufss would have made ft through the regulatory 
process will probabty never be known, but K was that process that evrmtuatty 
brought things to a halt. The drug In question, Prowr, was actually Intended 


as an anti-diarrhoea treatment (diarrhoea being another problem that the 
rich and poor worlds share) 

Prow was particularly designed for AIDS patients That did not save it 
When the Food and Drug Administration, which approves medicinal drugs In 
America, told Shaman it would have to conduct a further series of clinical trials ' 
on the stuff, it gave up The tnals would have delayed things by 18 months, 
and cost tens of millions of dollars that the company could not afford 

The end of Shaman’s adventure does not however, mean that the 
rainforests have lost their allure completely Merck, for example has a long 
standing arrangement with Costa Rica to prospect for drugs in tint country's 
forests The tirm also collaborates with the New York Botanical Gardens to 
collect plants from all over the world But the wisdom of the ages will not be 
coming with them 

27 Why are firms downgrading the role of traditional medicine? 

1 they prefer the automated mass screening techniques developed 
originally 

2 Merck spent 10 years trying to develop the principles from Chi¬ 
nese herbal medicines 

3 traditional medicine is merely old wives tales 

4 attempts to turn it into modern prescnption medicines have failed 

28 What does Shaman s failure show? 

1 it marks the end of selective botanismg that started the pharma¬ 
ceutical industry 

2 that traditional medicine cannot be commercialised 

3 Ethnobotany has not lived up to its promise 

4 attempts of companies in ethnobotany are doomed 

29 The authors impressions on the efforts of environmentalists ace 
that 

I they have good intentions 

II they are keen to preserve rainforests 

III they have been mistaken 

1 I & II 2 I It & III 

3 II & III 4 Only III 

30 Why did Shaman ensure that local people benefited’’ 

1 it wanted to help the local people 

2 it wanted to compensate the local people for using their traditional 
knowledge 

3 it was trying to fulfil its social responsibility 

4 it did not want to be seen as exploitative 

31 In the future, local people may not be asked about traditional 
medicines Why’ 

1 screening technology has become better and better 

2 their knowledge has not been proved worthwhile 

3 their knowledge is outdated 

4 companies have failed in ethnobotany 

32 Why are the concerns of folk healers notmecessarily the same as 
concerns of drug companies’ 

1 they live In different climates 

2 drug companies are commercial, local healers are not 

3 they cannot treat diseases like cancer 

4 diseases of the rich and the poor are different 

33 Why does the author say that wisdom of the ages will not be 
coming with the plants’ 

1 it is doing the prospecting on its own 

2 companies are using modem screening processes rather than 
rely on traditional knowledge 

3 traditional medicine has failed and has not resulted in any cures 

4 prospecting for medicines m forests is a waste of time 

34 The author to likely to agree with which of the following statements 
about ayurveda, the traditional medicine system of India’ 

1 It Is most Ifcety quite useless 

2 it has given many useful products which the West is exploiting 
now 

3 it deserves a closer look by Western drug companies 

4, India be paid a royalty for its knowledge, should ayurveda drugs 
be commercialised 
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Directions for Q. 35-45 : Read the passage below and select the best 
choice from the options. 

Passage V 

■- In August 1998 Or Pusztai stirred up a brief media frenzy by announcing 
:• on television some preliminary and unconfirmed results about the effects of 
genetically engineered potatoes on laboratory animals. These surprised no¬ 
body In the field, and had no implications for human health. Fortunately, no 
harm was done except to Or Pusztai, who was farced to leave the institute. 

Now, however, he is back—and his story seems a bit stronger. His 
original claim was that engineering genes for a certain class of protein into 
potatoes, and then feeding the potatoes to rats, was bad for them. Nobody, 
however, was proposing to teed the potatoes to people. But this time he and 
i his supporters are arguing that the damage to the rets was caused not by 
the protein but by the method used to put it there. Since this method is 
widespread in commercial genetic engineering, the media have found some¬ 
thing to get their teeth into At the moment, Or Pusztai's second claim looks 
; as questionable as his first was unsurprising. But that is almost beside the 
point. In Britain, and to an extent in the rest of Europe, public opinion has 
fumed so strongly against the genetic engineering of food crops that any 
negative result will produce headlines. In such circumstances rational de¬ 
bate is almost impossible 

1 Dr Pusztai's potatoes were engineered to produce a molecule called 

Galanthus Nivalis Agglutinin (GNA). This is a natural insecticide, normally 
; found in snowdrops (or Galanthus nivalis, as they are known to botanists), 
and there was some thought that transferring it to potatoes might make them 
resistant to the attentions of aphids. Unfortunately, when Dr Pusztai fed 
I potatoes with an added GNA gene to rats, their growth was stunted and their 
. immune systems suppressed That might have been the end of the matter. 
But a score ot scientists were so disturbed by Dr Pusztai's fate that they 
rallied round and took a second look at his data. A subgroup of them, led by 
Stanley Ewen, a pathologist from the University of Aberdeen, suggested that 
there was something more to wo r ry about. This was because there seemed 
tD be more damage in rats that had been fed the genetically modified pota¬ 
toes than in a control group that was fed ordinary potatoes with GNA mixed 
h And that suggested that the additional damage—thickening of the gut 


yet another variable. 

Dr Chrispeels says he has seen no evidence of such quality controls 
in the data that'he was asked to support And so, before he. Is willing to 
accept this "revolutionary indictment of genetic engineering", as. he calls it, 
he wants proof that somaclonal variation is not the culprit and that, the 
alleged effect occurs in different strains of potato (cooked, as well as raw) 
and in other plants as well. In fact, the results he has seen are so preliminary 
that he is not even convinced that they make it unsafe to use GNA as a 
genetically engineered insecticide in the first place, even in foodstuffs boynd 
for the cooking pot. Nor have similar observations been made in other pub¬ 
licly known experiments involving the 3SS promoter. Charles Arntzen at the 
Boyce Thompson Institute in Ithaca, New York, for example, is using it to 
introduce bits of disease-causing bacteria into crops, in a bid to create 
cheap, edible vaccines. He has done feeding experiments on people, as 
well as on mice, with none of the adverse effects that Dr Pusztai has de¬ 
scribed. Indeed, the subjects' immune systems have actually been boosted. 
In any case, existing safeguards make it highly unlikely that jumping promot¬ 
ers could be causing problems in established genetically modified crops. 
The effect is so well known that regulators m both America and the European 
Union require good evidence that plants do not suffer from such instabilities. 
So far, that evidence has been provided. 

Why, then, are people so jittery and so ready to believe the worst of 
genetic engineers, particularly in Europe, and especially in Britain? The 
technology has already brought economic benefits to agriculture According 
to the International Service for the Acquisition of Agn-biotach Applications— 
admittedly an interested party, since it is largely financed by biotechnology 
firms—bt-maize has increased yields in fields where it is planted by 9%. On 
top of that, in 1997, when 2.8 m hectares (7 m acres) of American soil were 
planted with the stuff, farmers saved $ 190 m in insecticide costs. And even 
herbicide-resistant soya beans need less spraying. Instead of applying 
weedkiller before sowing a crop, which requires heavy doses to kill the 
weeds as seeds, farmers spray after germination, when the weeds are more 
vulnerable. That reduces the amount of nasty chemicals by between 10% 
and 40%—which ought to please environmentalists. 

Yet such advantages seem to count tor little with European .public opin¬ 


lining and poor development of organs such as the kidney and spleen— ion. In Britain, a big part of the explanation may be mad-cow disease. The 

might be due not to the GNA. but to something in the genetic-engineering dissembling and cover-ups that characterised that unhappy episode have 

process itself. It is this assertion that has had politicians shouting for mora- made people unwilling to accept any official reassurance on matters of food 

torlums, and shops pulling products containing genetically modified soya safety. As a corollary, they are easily persuaded that there is a problem even 

flour from their shelves. by the thinnest of scientific evidence. There is also the question of who ben- 

Dr Ewen suggests that the blame may lie with a bit of genetic material efits from the technology. Apart from the firms who own it, the beneficiaries are, 
known as the 35S caulillower-mosaic-virus promoter. Promoters are DNA for the moment, mostly farmers. Genetically modified crops are no tastier than 

' switches that turn on genes. All genes have them, but it is possible to their unmodified counterparts; they simply have better yields. That Is not an 

replace a gene's natural promoter with another that is more amenable to enormous Incentive to any consumer to leap into the unknown, 
manipulation. The 3SS promoter is particularly popular in biotechnology, and Another part of the blame, however, lies with an author who died a 

is found in a number of widely planted crops that have been genetically century and a half ago—Mary Shelley. In the figures of Victor Frankenstein 
modified, including bt-maize. which produces a natural insecticide that pro- and his creature she managed to create images so powerful that they have 

tects it from tho attentions of the corn-borer moth, and Roundup-Ready soya haunted biology through the headlines for decades. Transplant surgery, in 

beans, which are immune to a common herbicide used to kill weeds. That vitro fertilisation and the genetically modified bacteria used to produce a 

promoters can end up In the wrong place in a chromosome, and therefore number of drugs have ail in their days been seen as unnatural, Shelleyesque 

start switching on the wrong genes, is a known phenomenon, according to abominations. In these cases researchers were able to exorcise the revenant 

Jim Dunwell, e plant biotechnologist at the University of Reading. That could by proving the value and safety of their work. In the minds ot many, the 

account for Dr Ewan's observations. But it Is by no means the only possible, genetic modification of crops has yet to do that. Only when no writer would 

or even the most likely, explanation. dream of using the—F—word in an article about it, will the technology truly 

Maarten Chrispeels from the University of California, San Diego, who have been accepted, 
is one of the researchers who initially supported Dr Pusztai, is now particu- 35. Why is rational debate about genetic foods almost Impossible, 
larty sceptical. He points out that potatoes are chock-a-block with nasty according to the passage? •» 

compounds, and that these poisons differ widely in concentration depending 1. the public has become suspicious about genetic engineering in 

on how the potatoes are grown. Thie phenomenon is known as somaclonal foods 

£ variation, and it makes experiments that involve feeding potatoes to labora- 2. public Interest has turned strongly against genetic engineering In 

% tory animals hard to interpret properly, it is not enough, for example, simply Europe 

^ ta flive fee same amount of potato to fee test animals and fee controls. The 3. fee public does not know very much about genetic engineering 

^►'^cultivation of the experimental and control potatoes must also be uniform, 4. none of fee above 

l^>f££berwise fee chemistry of fee tubers may vary In ways feet'hbve nothing to 36. Why should the method used to put protein in potatoes baconsid- 

‘db wife the engineered gene. On top of that, even rats hate raw spuds—so ered objectionable? > - 

;' tfeir.diet must be supplemented by protein from different' sources, adding 1. fee method le not scientific and has not been approved 

■ - - -.- - -[ r~' - - - - \ 
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2. foods engineered by it has caused damage in rats 

3. it Is not ethical 

• 4. it is used widely and may aflect human health 
37., Which would be the closest meaning of the phrase “to get their 
teeth Into"? 

1. to bite 

2. to latch on with interest 

3. to write about in the press 

4. to pick up a fight 

38. The GNA molecule would be useful because: 

1. it could result in better yields of potato crops 

2. it could make them resistant to insects 

3. it is normally found in snowdrops 

4. It is a natural insecticide 

39. The additional damage detected in rats was claimed to be. 

1. due to the genetic engineering process 

2. due to the GNA 

3. dangerous, because it could affect humans 

4. has had politicians shouting for moratoriums 

40. Dr Ewens has suggested which of the following: 

1. that promoters are DNA switches that turn on genes 

2. that it is possible to replace a gene's natural promoter with an¬ 
other 

3. that the cause of GNA production was due to promoters 

4. none of the above 

41. What Is somaclonal variation? 

1. substances may differ in plants depending on how they are grown 

2. variations between the way vegetables are grown 

3. a process that makes experiments hard to interpret 

4. difficult to say from the passage 

42. The finding that immune systems have actually boosted while there 
have been adverse impact on mice shows that: 

1. mice are different from humans 

2. Dr Pusztai’s research may have been faulty 

3. it Is a contradiction 

4. no explanation is available 

43. People are unwilling to accept official reassurance because: 

1. their memory is still fresh about the mad-cow disease 

2. the typically bureaucratic response to a public health problem, in 
the’past 

3. images of Frankenstein haunting biology 

4. they do not have the complete information 

44. Which of the following, If true, would most likely support Dr Pusztai's 
claim? 

1. the mad-cow disease was a result of questionable genetic prac¬ 
tices 

2. the diet of Victor Frankenstein consisted of genetically modified 
food 

3. Genetically modified bacteria Is used to produce a number of 
drugs today 

4. the additional damage in rats was due to the GNA 

45. Given below are three statements. Select the statements which 

are true: * 

I. the additional damage in rats was due to the genetic engineering 
process 

II. In Europe, the mad cow-disease has created a suspicion about 
genetically altered food 

III. transplant surgery was unnatural 

1. I & II 2. I & III 

3. AH ate true __ 4. AD are false 

PART—II 

Mrecffont for a 46-50; In each of the fottowing sentences, ■ part 
of a aentenoels left tonic. Beneath each sentence, four different waye 
of eempMNBto asntones are bwfleate* Choose the beat alternative 
from atony to four; * 

40. No doubt, it waa our ottn government but ff das being run 


by_solutions. 

1. worn out 2. second hand 

3. impractical 4. appropriate 

47. He has no money now_. 

1. although he was very poor once 

2. as he has given up all his wealth 

3. because he was very rich once 

4. because he had received huge donations once . 

48. The Kumbh Mela is billed as the biggest religious festival in the 

world, but_, partly because no effort has been made to quantify H. 

1. no one knows exactly how big it is 

2. nobody knows exactly Its size 

3. it is unknown how big exactly it is 

4. nobody said exactly how big it is 

49. Whatever be the experience of the other funds, the Unit Trust of 

India's decision wifi put pressure on them to convert their closed schemes ' 
into open ones. Investors_. 

1. ought to carefully scan potential offerings on that logic '; 

2. must evaluate future offerings from other funds on that basis 

3. should hereafter gauge such offerings keeping such a rationale in' 
mind 

4. reckon with such offerings upon such expectations 

50. Many of us live one-eyed lives. We rely largely on the eye of the ' 
mind to form our images of reality. It is a mechanical world based on fact and / 

reason_. So today more and more of us are opening the other eye, 

the eye of the heart, looking for realities to which the mind's eye is blind, 

1. it has led to unprecedented scientific growth and material well-' 
being 

2. In the nuclear age, our mind-made world has been found flawed' 
and dangerous, even lethal 

3. The question is irrelevant, whether or not there is more to the/ 
world beyond what can be seen and reasoned 

4. We have built our lives based on it because it seemed predictable 
and safe, 

Directions for Q. 51-55: Each question has a set of four statements. . 
Each statement has three segments. Choose the alternative where the’ 
third segment in the statement can be logically deduced from the pre¬ 
ceding two. 

51. A. Ail trains are carts. All carts are boats. All boats ate trains. 

8. All dogs are crows. No crow is red. Some dogs are red. 

C. All trees are poles. All flowers are poles. All poles are trees. 

D. Some horses are butts. Alt bulls are strong. Some horses are ' 
strong. 

1. B only 2. C only 

3. D only 4. none of these 

52. A. Some boxes are round. Some pots are round. Some boxes are 

pots. / 

B. All clocks are tables. Some tables are books. Some books are 
clocks. 

C. All trees are poles. Some poles are wires. Some wires are' 
trees. 

D. A# diamonds are pearls. All emeralds are pearls. All emeralds 
are diamonds. 

1. A only 2. B only 

3. C and D 4. none of these 

53. A. Some shoes are gloves. Some gloves are clocks. No clock Is * 

a shoe. 

B. All clouds are rivers. All rivers are lakes. All clouds are lakes./ 

C. All apples are chocolates. Some chocolates are blue. Some / . 
apples are blue. 

D. Some birds are worms. All worms are reptiles. Some reptiles 
are birds. 

1. BandD 2, A andB 

3. only b 4. only ,A 

54. A. Some dogs are cats. Some tigers are cate. Every cat is either 

a dog or a tiger. 1 
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B All books are magazines All newspapers are magazines Some 
magazines are books 

C All teachers are lawyers Some lawyers are judges No teacher 
is a judge 

0 Some pistols are guns Some pistols are swords No sword is 
a gun 

1 only A 2 only C 

3 only B 4 none of these 

55 A All soaps are oils All oils are bottles Some bottles are soaps 
8 All X are Y All Y are Z All X are Z 

C Some singers are painters All painters are dancers Some 
singers are dancers 

D Some P are X All P are Y Some X are Y 
t A and C 2 B and D 

3 A, B and C 4 all are true 

Directions for Q. 56-61 Arrange the sentences A, B, C and Dina 
meaningful paragraph 

56 A With each hit responses such as fidgeting are more exagger 

ated 

B This sensitisation te thought to be a first step in creating an 
overwhelm,ng craving for the orug that evjntually leads to 
addiction 

C One of them is 'reverse tolerance rather than becoming 
accustomed to cocaine with increasing exposure (as happens 
with say alcohol) the brain becomes more sensitive 
D Cocaine, as addicts well know has cunous effects on the body 
1 ACDB 2 ADBC 

3 DCAB 4 DACB 

57 A For although technological progress is good at making computer 

hardware quicker smaller and cheaper it often leaves behind the 
software that made the machines useful in the first place 
B Modern computers are masters of disguise 
C Since many people resent having to junk perfectly good pro 
giams when they buy the latest computer a host of tncks has 
bepn developed over the past few years to stop software 
becoming redundant 
D They have to be 

1 CDAB 2 BDAC 

3 COBA 4 BACD 

56 A Although Dr Estrin built a demonstration machine his idea 
fai'ed to catch on 

B But recently Dr Estrin s Idea has seen something of a renais 
sance 

C Instead microprocessors proved to be cheap and powerful 
enough to do things on their own without any need for 
reconftgurable hardware 

D The first ever hybrid microprocessor combining a conventional 
processor with reconhgurable circuitry in a single chip was 
launched last month 

1 ABCD 2 ACBD 

3 DACB 4 DCAB 

59 A The first of an armada of spacecraft is already on its way to 

map the planet’s surface analyse its weather and shoot probes 
into its soil 

B The current scientific assault on Mars is an unashamed 
celebration of modem technology 
C Over the next few years a dozen or so others will follow carrying 
all manner of sensors, scanners and increasingly clever robotic 
rovers 

D Meanwhile to make it easier to send the results back to Earth, 
NASA, America's space agency, has started planning the first 
permanent interplanetary data-link—Mars Network 
1 ABCD 2 BACD 

3 CADB 4 CBDA i 

60 A. Other inventors had been trying to do just that for the best part 

of a century 


B Morse succeeded and is now remembered as' the father of the 
telegraph" partly thanks to his single-mindedness—it was 12 
years, for example, before he secured money from Congress to 
build his first telegraph line—but also for technical reasons 
C At the time Morse was a painter and occasional inventor, but 
when another ot the ship s passengers informed him of recent 
advances In electrical theory, Morse was suddenly taken with 
the idea of building an electric telegraph 
D Appropriately for a technology commonly associated with ipdio 
operators on sinking ships the idea of Morse code is said to 
have occurred to Samuel Morse while he was on board a ship 
crossing the Atlantic 

1 BADC 2 DCBA 

3 DCAB 4 BDCA 

61 A Americans and Europeans rarely suffer from schistosomiasis, 

which afflicts 200 m people worldwide or lymphatic filariasis 
which makes life miserable for another 120 m 
B Qone are the days when Jonas Salk refused to patent polio 
vaccine saying that to do so would be like patenting the sun 
C Jeffrey Sachs a Harvard economist has drawn attention to the 
scale of the problem poor countries cannot afford expensive 
medicines, and drug companies naturally tend to focus their 
research on finding cures for the ills of the rffch rather than the 
afflictions of the poor 

D So the market is said to be too small to attiact research 

1 CADB 2 BCAD 

3 ACBD 4 ABCD 

Directions for Q. 62-68: Read the short passages given below and 
answer the questions that follows It 

62 People need to determine whether or not their opinions are correct 
and to obtain an accurate appraisal of their abilities The individual s opinions 
and beliefs as well as his evaluation ot Ins abilities are important determinants 
of his behaviour Correct opinions and accurate appraisals of ability from 
others are likely tc lead satisfying or rewarding behaviour incorrect beliefs 
and/or inaccurate appraisals of ability lead to unpleasant consequences 

This paragraph best supports the statement that— 

1 people need to depend on others to satisfy their needs 

2 every individual has some ability and some emotions 

3 most individuals are not correct in their opinions and beliefs 

4 there exists a drive among individuals to evaluate their opinions 
and abilities 

63 Among the elite of metropolitan India things are gradually chang 
mg Women are being recognised by employers, particularly in the corpo¬ 
rate sector as temperamentally suited to the information age Visit any 
advertising agency or ad film maker's office and the male-female ratio leans 
heavily towards the female population 

This paragraph best supports the statement that— 

1 women are heading most of the ad-agencles or ad-litm makers' 
offices 

2 women are believed to be more equipped to handle communica¬ 
tions 

3 only elite women join the corporate sector 

4 male-female ratio m the society is gradually changing 

64 Moral education centres upon this conception of the school as a 
mode of social life that the best and the deepest moral training is precisely 
that which one gets through having to enter into proper relations with others 
m a unity of work and thought The present educational systems, so far as 
they destroy or neglect this unity, render it difficult or impossible to get any 
genuine regular moral training 

This paragraph best supports the statement that— 

1 society survives on moral values 

2 morality stands on proper relations with others 

3 school must ttach the basic principles of social life 

4 morality differs from place to place and is situation {found 

65 The school Is primarily a social Institution Education being a so¬ 
cial process, the school is simply that form of community tits « wWcfr a# 
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those agencies are concentrated that will be most effective in bringing the 
child to share in the inherited resources of the race, and to use his own 
powers for social ends. 

This paragraph best supports the statement that— 

1. education Is a process of living and not a preparation for future 
living 

2. education in a real sense is not provided in our schools today 

3. education teaches how to share the inherited treasure 

4. the school, as an institution, should simplify existing social life 

66. Organisations are often defined as groups of people who come 
together to pursue a common goal. But more often than not, goals diverge 
as much as they converge, making the rationality of the overall organisation 
no more than an elusive ideal. Beneath the collective irrationality, however, 
organisations are often operating in a way that is eminently rational from the 
standpoint of the individuals, groups and coalitions directly involved. 

Which of the following can be inferred from the above passage? 

1. if all employees of an organisation pursue their individual goals, 
one can never have an organisation that behaves rationally. 

2. Although conceptually an organisation may appear to be irratio¬ 
nal—behaviours of individuals, groups and coalitions in the 
organisation may be rational. 

3. As individuals, groups or coalitions in an organisation pursue their 
own interests, the conceptual issues of rational behaviour get 
blurred 

4. Since people are essentially irrational, the ideal of building a ra¬ 
tional organisation is elusive. 

67. To be beneficent When we can is a duty; and besides this, there 
are many minds so sympathetically constituted .that, without any other mo¬ 
tive of vanity or self-interest, they find a pleasure in spreading joy around 
them, and can take delight in the satisfaction of others so far as it is their 
own work. 

Which of the following can be inferred from the above passage? 

1. The author’s belief arises from inclination 

2. The author’s belief can be compared to the sublime in literature. 

3. The author's belief is unrelated to any emotional feeling. 

4. The author's belief has its source in all that is good in human 
beings. 

68. It is not considered decent to overstay as a guest in a house and 
go on enjoying the hospitality of the host for too long a period. 

Which of the following can be inferred from the passage? 

1. Everyone welcomes a guest 

2. Guests should give something in return to the host 

3. Guests who overstay are always looked down upon as tiresome 

4. none of the above 

Director* for Q. 69-75: In the following questions, parts of the sen¬ 
tences are left blank. Choose the best alternative that completes the 
sentence. 

69. The telephone symbolises that awkward_in all commu¬ 
nication technologies; while it_to bring us together, It keeps us apart. 

1. paradox, needs 2. irony, intends 

3. paradox, tries 4. irony, wishes 

70. Although the procedure appears to be quite complicated, the un- 

derivin g is very_. , 

1. principle, simple 2. apparatus, heavy 

3. confusion, unwarranted 4. reasons, difficult 

71. Humans are_animals; they may like to go alone for walks, 

but hate to stand atone In their_. 

1. gregarious, opinions 2. nomadic, footsteps 

3. vain, vanity 4. lonely, splendour 

72. Scientists should have choice as to what areas they explore, and 

certainly have the_right and obligations as_to Influence 

what uSe is made of their discoveries. * 

1, impeccable, teachers 2. inescapable, philosophers 

3.'divine, lectures . 4. ethical, humanists 

73. The_of bur army was necessitated by the_ p os- 

tures assumed by the neighbouring country. , 


‘,y 

1. preparations, serious 2. mobilisation, warlike 

3. movement, grave 4. strength, menacing 

74. You treat your employees with a pretended generosity and ■* 

__ but they see through you and know that you actually have an . 

_for the working classes. 

1. respect, love 2. kindness, respect 

3. respect, hate 4. benevolence, antipathy 

75. it is commonly believed that the_world cannot be properly 

conceived without a knowledge ot the_. 

1. ideal, present 2. past, modern 

3. modern, past 4. present, ideal 

Directions for Q. 76-83: Arrange the aentences A, B, C and D to form 
a logical sequence between sentences 1 and 6. 

76. 1. Over time, India has created a series of “coping’’ mechanisms 
to deal with the increasing problem of a population out-stripping the creation ' ■ 
of jobs in the economy, and of low levels of literacy. 

A. They are over-burdened with employing too many people. 

B. Many of India's public companies and the older private sector com- - 
panies have low productivity-levels. 

C. However, an economy increasingly integrated with the global economy 
cannot. 

D. A largely domestic economy could, perhaps, live with these mecha- \ 
nisms for a while. 

6. Moreover, a good proportion of these employees have low educa¬ 
tional levels. 

1. ACDB 2. BCDA 

3. CADB 4. OCBA 

77. 1. The recent turmoil in Brazil, the depth and spread of Asia's crisis, 
Russia’s chaotic default on its debt and the resulting investor stampede away 
from risky markets are merely the highlights—or rather low points—of an . 
extraordinarily precarious period. 

A. Two-fifths of the world economy is now in recession. 

B. The sense of crisis is now receding. 

C. Except for Japan, most of the misery is concentrated in the devel¬ 
oping world. 

D. Capital markets proved volatile and susceptible to contagion, and 
emerging economies suffered the paintut consequences. 

6. A global economic meltdown has been avoided. 

1. DACB 2. DBCA 

3. CABD 4. CDAB 

76. 1. Spectators at the recent Paris couture shows could have been 
forgiven (or thinking they had taken a wrong turn on their way to the Louvre 
and mistakenly ended up on the set of "Wild Kingdom”. 

A. There were blond fox ball skirts and crocodile trousers at Gaultier, 
sable ponchos at Balmain and St Laurent, ostrich-tringed every¬ 
thing at Valentino, ruby racoon coals at Givenchy and a lime knitted 
mink sweater at Dior. 

B. Meanwhile, over at the Bourse, Emmanuel Ungaro was performing 
magic with rabbit, turning that most unendangered of species into 
leopard and ermine. 

C. And not just sheep’s, but pretty much every legally scalable animal's - 
under the sun. 

D. After all, everywhere they looked there were women in sheep’s 
clothing. 

6. Presto; an environmentally-mixed jungle. 

1. CBDA 2. BCDA 

3. DCAB 4. BACD 

79. t. There is surprisingly little scope for squeezing more money out 
of luxury brands. 

A. And many luxury-goods companies, once run by families or founders*. 
have brought in professional managers. 

B. Cutting advertising spending can also backfire: two-thirds ot kntury 
brands that cut spending by more than 10% in the most recent 
recession later went out of business. 

C. Going downmarket can bring in more customer* fo.the short term, 
but, as Heuer has found to Its cost, discounts cafvcheapen a brand. 
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D Most of the obvious brand extensions, such as perfume have been 
done to death, points out Cednc Magnelia of Credit Suisse First 
Boston 

6 The hope ts that John Idol brought in from Ralph Lauren in 1997 
will do better for Donna Karan than did its eponymous founder 
1 CBDA 2 DCBA 

3 BCDA 4 ABCO 

80 f Internet trading is no longer just about better deals for retail 
investors 

A Broker owned ECNs such as Island and Archipelago have stolen 
trading volume from traditional market makers 
B But so far they have been limited largely to shares listed on Nasdaq 
C ECNs have made rapid progress 

D Now the electronic revolution is affecting the nature of the market 
place itself 

6 But now they want to take on the daddy of them all the NYSE 
1 ABDC 2 BADC 

3 DCAB 4 DCBA 

8f t It is not that the Bntish are going off their curry 
A First generation immigrants from the sub continent were only too 
happy to open restaurants and to work long hours in uncomfortable 
conditions 

B Many want professional careers 
C The problem is that you just can t get the staff nowadays 
D Their children are less keen 

6 And while French or Italian restaurants can easily ship in new staff 
from Europe thanks to the European Union Indian restaurants face the 
formidable hurdle of British immigration law 

1 CADB 2 BDAC 

3 DBCA 4 ABDC 

82 1 From Jac Nasser s window you can see the motor town that 
Henry Ford built 

A The skyline is dominated by the chimneys of his old River Rouge 
steel mill and the iron guts of Detroit 
B On a window sill sit two monitors displaying the websites of Ford 
and its competitors 

C CNBC business news burbles in the background share prices and 
charts flicker a coffee machine wheezes in a corner 
D But the office of Ford s chief executive could not be less industrial 
eight television screens line the back wall above a bench with an 
open lap-top 

6 The most talked about chief executive in America espresso in hand 
is at work in a wired post modern palace 

1 ABDC 2 BADC 

3 DABC 4 ADBC 

83 1 There have recently been some shocking revelations in the 
capital of the free world 

A And proving that no American secret is now safe it has discovered 
that two good ways to influence decisions in Washington or at 
least to throw a spanner in the works are to send money furtively 
to the party likeliest to hold the presidency and to talk a lot about 
how American firms might soon be allowed to sell more goods and 
services in China 

B Apparently China has a nuclear arsenal that is inferior to that of the 
Amencans and its government concluded after much study that 
the best way to narrow the gap would be to sneak a peek at some 
of America's blueprints 

C It is claimed, on good authority that China has been spying on the 
United States 
D Why might this be? 

6 Clearly, these Chinese are not the paragons of virtue that they were 
made out to be during Asia's currency crisis 

1 CDBA 2 ADCB 

3 CABO 4 DBCA 

Directions for Q 84-90- Spot the odd word m the given group of 
Words 


84 

1 

neophyte 

2 

neighbour 


3 

tyro 

4 

novice 

85 

1 

nposta 

2 

repartee 


3 

risque 

4 

witticism 

86 

1 

rotund 

2 

rostrum 


3 

circular 

4 

spherical 

87 

1 

serenade 

2 

promenade 


3 

mall 

4 

esplanade 

88 

1 

obsequious 

2 

unctuous 


3 

senile 

4 

martinet 

89 

1 

beatify 

2 

beautiful 


3 

elegant 

4 

glorious 

90 

1 

choice 

2 

volition 


3 

voting 

4 

option 


SECTION B 

One Hour 

PART-1 

Directions for 0 91-95 

Each question is Independent of others 

91 A cube has an edge of 4 cm It is then split up into cubes with 
edges of 2 cm What is the total surface area of the smaller cubes? 

1 32 cm 2 2 64 cm 2 

3 96 cm 4 192 cm 2 

92 A photocopy machine copies 1 500 workbooks in 8 hours while 
another machine takes 12 hours to do the same job What is the total num 
ber of hours that it would take both the machines working together to com 
plete the 1 500 workbooks? 

1 4 4 hours 2 4 6 hours 

3 4 8 hours 4 5 hours 

93 In a military code data are communicated as per one of the fol 
lowing rules 

A Multiply by 2 and divide by 3 

B Square and add 1 

C Divide by 2 and add 3 

D Divide by 2 and multiply by 3 

Which rule has been used to communicate data in the following senes 
33 333 393 1266 

1 Series A 2 Series B 

3 Senes C 4 Senes C or D 

94 Out of nine zinc balls of equal size eight balls are of equal weight 
but the weight of one is less than that of each of the others The least 
number of trials by a weighing balance that can isolate the odd ball is 

1 1 2 2 3 3 4 8 

95 A five digit number is formed by using digits 1 3 5 7 and 9 
without repeating any of them What is the sum of all such possible num 
bers? 

1 6666600 2 6666660 3 6666666 

Directions for Q 99-97 

A function f(x) is defined as: 
f(-x) = f(x) even 
f(-x) = -f(x) odd 

Thus f(x) = x 2 is even while the function f(x) < 
information answer the following questions 

96 The function f(x) =| x | J is 

1 even 2 

3 neither 4 

97 The sum of two odd functions 

1 is always an even function 

2 is always an odd function 

3 is sometimes odd and sometimes even 

4 may be neither odd nor even 
Directions forQ. 98-99 • 

At X company, an employee gets a holiday on those days whose 


4 None of these 


x 1 is odd Using this 


odd 

both 


ms A nfMirunrn 


Tirr nnunetttimi uterm 


tint tetter is the came as the first tetter of the employee's name. AH other 
days are working days. For instance, William gets a holiday on each 
Wednesday Assume that the daily productivity of all employees Is the | 
same. 

98 Raja started the work on Sunday, February 25.1996 and finished 
it on March 2,1996 if Tom and Jerry were assigned this task on February 
25, 1996, when will the work have been completed? 

1 February 26 1996 2 March 1, 1996 ! 

3 February 28, 1996 I 

4 Tom and Jerry canno* possibly work together | 

99 If Raja had actually completed the work on April 2, 1996, and if 
Tom and Shyam were assigned the same task on the same starting day, 
when will the work have been completed? 

1 March 1, 1996 2 March 22, 1996 

3 March 29, 1996 4 April 2 1996 

Directions for Q. 100-105 

Each question is independent of others 

100 A certain culture of bacteria quadruples every hour If a container 
with these bacteria was half full at 10 00 am at what time was it one-eighth full? 

1 9 00 am 2 7 00 am 3 6 00 am 4 4 00 am 

101 


50 cm 


84 cm 


7 


\_ 

_ 7 


The figure above represents a rectangular desk blotter in a holder with 
dimensions as shown If *he side of each cornet is 8 cm find the area of the 
blotter that is visible 

1 4 200 cm 2 4 184 cm i 

3 4 124 cm' 4 4 072 cm 0 


4 

102 A man runs , of me distance around a circular track in m min 
o 

utes At the same rate how many minutes does it take him to run around the 
entire track? 


1 


m. 

4 


3 


4m 

4 


2 

4 


5m 

4 

5_ 

4m 


103 When an integer n is divided by 17 the quotient is x and the i 

remainder is 5 When n is divided by 23 the quotient is y and the remainder 
is 14 Which of the following is true? I 

1 23x + I7y = 19 2 17x + 23y*9 I 

3 17x + 23y = 19 4 14x + 5y«=6 | 

104 Two poles of height 6 m and 11 m stand vertically on a plane { 

ground If Die distance between their feet is 12 m the distance between their 
tops IS | 

113 m 2 17 in 3 23 m 4 2/ m j 

105 I 



The outline of an ice-cream shop is shown above, and is made by 

placing ^ of the circumference with radius 2 feet on top of an isosceles 
triangle with height $ feet What Is the perimeter of the sign? 

1 3ii+3/3 ft 2 3jt+e/f ft 

3 3*+2/33ft 4 4it+3/3ft 


Directions for Q. 106-108: 

Six friends Arana, Bhartf, Chandrlka, Olvya, Edna and Farida ara 
singing a tong facing the audience, standing In a line. 

Edna Is between Bharti and Aruna 

Dtvya Is to the right of Aruna 

Chandnka and Edna have one girl between them 

Panda is not near Chandrika 

106 Who is on the right corner? 

1 Aruna 2 Bharti 3 Chandrika 4 Farida 

107 Bharti is between 

1 Edna and Chandrika 2 Edna and Divya 

3 Farida and Edna 4 Chandrika and Divya 

108 Which of the following statements is false’ 

1 Chandrika is on the left corner 

2 Divya is between Farida and Aruna 

3 Bharti and Divya have two girls between them 

4 Chandrika is not near Bharti 
Directions for Q. 109-110- 

A thief flees city A in a car towards city B on a stretch of straight 
road, 300 km long, at a speed of 60 kmfhr. In 15 minutes a police party 
X leaves city A to chase the thief at 65 km/hr. 

109 After leaving, how long does it take for the police party X to catch 
the thief? 

1 2 hrs 45 min 2 3 hrs 

3 3 hrs 15 min 4 none of these 

110 If a police party Y were to leave city B at 'he same time a police 

party X leaving city A to catch the thief at 60 kin/hr then which of the 

following statements is true? 

1 Party X reaches 37 5 minutes after Party Y has raught the thief 

2 Party Y reaches 37 5 minutes after Party X has caught the thief 

3 Party X and Party Y caught the thief together 

4 Party X was 20 km when the thief was caught 
Directions for Q. 111-120. 

Each question is independent of others. 

111 For any odd positive integer x> 1 the quantity x (r* 1) is always 
divisible by 

1 14 2 48 3 24 4 none o' these 

112 



The mangles in the figure above are equilateral and the ratio ot the 
length of the side of the larger triangle to the length of the side ot smaller 
triangle is 2 1 If the area of the larger triangle is x what is the area of the 
shaded region in terms of x? 



113 A special printer can print 40 characters per second which is 4 

times as fast as an average printer If an aveiage punter ran print 5 times , t 
as fast as an electric typewriter how many characters per minute can an‘ > 
electronic typewnter print? . 

1 2 2 32 3 50 4 120 

114 A person is standing on a staircase He walxs down 4 steps, up A 

3 steps, down 6 steps, up 2 steps, up 9 steps, and down 2 steps Where i$ ►► 
he standing in relation to the step on which he started? \ 

1 2 steps above 2 1 step above \ 

3 the same place 4 1 step below j 

115 k 



3S8 ■ NOVEMBER 1999 ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 



In the above figure, two circles of radii 100 ft each intersect as shown. 
The distance from the centres to the chord AB is 60 feet. Find AB. 

1. 260 ft 2. 240 ft 3. 220 ft 4. 200 ft 

116. A person sells two buffaloes for Rs 9900 each. His total loss In 
the transaction is 1%. If he sells one of the buffaloes at 10% loss, what is 
the profit or loss of the other buffalo? 

1. 11% loss 2. 21% loss 3. 9% gain 4. 10% gain 

117. The ratio of marks obtained by Prashant in History, Geography 
and Science is 3 : 7 :11 respectively. The total marks obtained by him in 
Geography and Science together is 360 How many marks did he obtain in 
history? 

1. 90 2. 60 3. 140 4. none of these 

118. The number just preceding 9909 which is a perfect square Is: 

1. 9908 2. 9900 3. 9899 4. 9801 

119. A frog tries to come out of a well 9 m deep with slippery walls. 
Every time it jumps 60 cm, it slides back 30 cm. How many jumps will the 
frog have to make to come out of the well? 

1. 20 2. 29 3. 30 4. 31 

120. One litre of water is poured into each of two containers of equal 
height. The first container A has a circular cross section of radius 2 cm and 
the other B has a square cross section with side of 4 cm. In which container 
will the water rise to a greater height? 

1. container A 

2. container B 

3. equal in both 

4. depends on the rate at which water is poured 
Directions for Q. 121-123: 

IWo persons decide to go lor a walk from A to B and back. They 
started from A at 6.30 am at a speed of 6 km/hr but as B was at a height 
and they were growing tired, after every kilometre their speed decreased 
by 1 km per hour, till they reached B. However, during their journey back 
from B to A, they maintained their speed of the last kilometre they had 
covered between A and B. The distance between A and B was 4 km. 

121. At what time did they reach B? 

1.7.27 am 2.7.29 am 

3. 7.31 am 4. 7.30 am 

122. If they rested at B for 15 minutes, at what time did they return to 
A after completing their walk? 

1. 8.54 am 2. 9.14 am 

3. 9.02 am 4. none of these 

123. What was their speed on the return journey? 

1. 2 km/hr 2. 3 km/hr 

3. 4 km/hr 4. 5 km/hr 

Directions for 0.124-125: 

There are four positive integers p, q, r and s. All of them are two* 
digit numbers. Two of them are odd and two are even. 

124. Which of the following is necessarily even? 

1. p + q + r-s 2. pq 

3. p + q- r 4. p + q + r 

125. Which of the following cannot be equal to zero? 

1. pqr-2s 2. p + q-2r-2s 

3. p-q-r-s 4. pqr-pq 

Directions for Q. 125-130: 

The tallowing table gives data of some students: 



It is also known that: 

1. Half the students were either excellent or good. 

2. 40% of the students were female 

3. One-third of the male students were average. 


Based on the above, answer the following questions: 

126. How many students are both female and excellent? 

1. 0 2. 8 3. 16 4. 32 

127. What proportion of good students are male? 

1. 0 2. 0.73 3. 0.4 4. 1.0 

128. What proportion of female students are good? 

1. 0 2. 0.25 3. 0.5 4. 1.0 

129. How many students are both male and good? 

1. 10 2. 16 3. 22 4. 48 

- 130. Among average students, what is the ratio of male to feiflale? 

1.1:2 2. 2 . 1 3. 3 : 2 4. 2 . 3 

Directions for Q. 131-135 

Each question Is followed by two statements. You have to decide 
whether the information provided in the statements Is sufficient for 
answering the questions. 

Mark 1: If the question can be answered by using one of the state¬ 
ments alone, but cannot be answered using the other statement alone. 

Mark 2: If the question can be answered using either statement alone. 

Mark 3: If the question can be answered by using both statements 
together, but cannot be answered using either statement alone. 

Mark 4: If the question cannot be answered by using both statements 
together. 

131. What is 2 0 3? 

A. a @ b is not necessarily equal to b @ a for two integers a and b, 
1®2 = 3 


B. a @ b: 


■ for a * 0. 


132. If x and y are integers between 10 and 99, inclusive, is ~~ an 
integer? 

A. x and y have the same two digits, but in reverse order. 

B. The ten's digit of x is 2 more than unit's digit, and the ten's digit of 
y is 2 less than the unit's digit. 

133. Two sides of a triangle are 3 and 5 and x is the third side. What 
is its area? 

A. a* + 9 = 25 

B. One angle is 90° 

134. Is x > y? 

A. 0 < x < 0.75 

B. 0.25 <y< i.O 

135. If the ratio of the men to women employed by a company in 1975 
was 1 : 2, what is the ratio of men to women employed by the company in 
1976? 

A The company employed 20 more women in 1976 than in 1975. 

B. The company employed 20 more men in 1976 than in 1975. 

PART—H 

Directions for O. 136-142: 

Refer to the graph below and answer the questions that tallow: 



tool tot toil 


136. What is the growth In aggregate deposits from Feb 12 to April 
1. 3.50% 2. 4.5% 3. 5.10% 4. 6.00% 
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137 The percentage of bank credit to aggregate deposits as on March 

26 is 

1 33 33% 2 4733% 3 5075% 4 52 25% 

138 Given below are three statements Select from the choices given 
the TRUE statements 

I The growth in aggregate deposits has been more than the growth 
bank credit over the given penod 

II The percentage of bank credit to aggregate deposits has declined 
over the given period 

III The growth of bank credit follows the same trend as growth in 
aggregate deposits 

1 only I 2 only II 3 only ill 4 None is true 

139 If the CRR (percentage of deposits to be kept as reserves by 
banks) is 12% what is the amount of money whrh is lying unproductive in 
banks as on April 23? 

1 Rs 2701265 crore 2 Rs 3001685 crore 

3 Rs 2803733 crore 4 Rs 270165 crore 

140 If the trend of the period Apnl 9 April 23 continues what would 
be the bank credit as on May 7’ 

1 Rs 3 68 x 10 s crore 2 Rs 3 65 x 10 4 crore 

3 Rs 3 66 x 10 s crore 4 none of these 

141 The highest increase in bank credit has been over which of the 
following periods? 

1 Feb 12 Feb 26 2 Feb 26 Mar 12 

3 Mar 26 Apr 9 4 none of these 

142 The most likely figure for aggregate deposits as on March 19 is 

1 Rs 700795 crore 2 Rs 707895 crore 

3 Rs 713590 crore 4 Rs 716795 crore 

Directions Q 143-150 

Refer to tfie table given below. 

Collections of income tax and tax deduction at source 


Vear 

Deducted at 
source (TDS) 
(Rs crore) 

Gross 
collections 
(Rs crore) 

Total 
refund 
(Re crore) 

Net 

collections 
(Rs crore) 

1980-81 

745 

3185 

368 

2817 

1985-86 

898 

3689 

653 

3236 

1986 87 

1496 

6829 

867 

5962 

1987 88 

2276 

7703 

1078 

6625 

1988-89 

2704 

9794 

1150 

8644 

1989-90 

4350 

11754 

2031 

9723 

1990-91 

4063 

13463 

2773 

10690 

1991-92 

5976 

17991 

3409 

14582 

1992-93 

6210 

21164 

3654 

17510 

1993-94 

7283 

24566 

5387 

19179 

1994-95 

9604 

30537 

4686 

25851 


143 TDS as a percentage of net collections for 1990-91 is 

1 40% 2 39 40% 3 38 19% 4 3730% 

144 The maximum qrowth in net collection has been for which of the 
following years? 

1 1980-81 2 1986-87 3 1991-92 4 1994-95 

145 Refunds as a percentage of TDS collected has been lowest for 
which of the following years? 

1 1988-89 2 1989-90 3 1992 93 4 1994-95 

146 If the tax rate is assumed to be a flat 20%, what is the approxi¬ 
mate total taxable income in India for the year 1994-957 

1 Rs 32,000 crore 2 Rs 35,000 crore 

3 Rs 37,500 crore 4 cannot be determined 

147 The actual tax collected through TDS (given by TDS minus re¬ 
funds) is what percentage of gross collection for the year 1993-94? 

1. 56% 2 80% 3 76%; 4 9% 

14$ The average annual TDS collected over the period 1980-1989 Is. 

1. Rs 902 crore 2 As 898 crore 

3. Rs 1012 crore 4 cannot be determined 


149 Which of the foflowlng statements can be Inferred from the data? ^ 

I The gross taxable Income has been continuously increasing In 

India over the years *' 

II The per capita Income In India is continuously rising > 

III The number of people In the tax bracket has been continuously 4 

increasing 

1 Only I 2 Only II 3 Only lit 4 none of the above i 

150 Which of the following statements are true? 

I The trend of the net collections is increasing over the years ' 

II The trend of TDS collected over the years has been continuously . 

increasing 

III The maximum Increase in gross collections has been in the year 
1994-95 

1 I & II 2 I & III 3 II & III 4 all are true 
Directions tor Q. 151-159 

Refer to the following charts, which give ABC's financial figures. 
ABC's financial figure SALES BREAK-UP 

(inerores) Rupee Sales by production ; 

group in per cent , 



Not Protit 

_19_ 38 3J 54 

1M4-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 199M9 ! 

i 

i 

151 The percentage growth in total sales from 1997-98 to 1998-99 

has been { 

1 12 5% 2 13 3% 3 14 5% 4 15 3% j 

152 If the trend In sales from 1997 98 continued for the next two j 

years, what will be the company s total sales in 1999-2000? ! 

1 Rs 420 crore 2 Rs 430 crore 

3 Rs 440 crore 4 Rs 450 crore 

153 During 1997 98, the sales of the company from all other sources v 
apart from direct sales was 

1 Rs 108 crore 2 Rs 118 crore 

3 Rs 128 crore 4 cannot be calculated 

154 The percentage of net profit to sales has been highest for the 
year 

1 1994-95 2 1996-97 3 1997 98 4 1998-99 

155 For the year 1998 99 what percentage of sales did not come 
from direct sales? 

1 36% 2 35% 3 3333% 4 323% 

156 If the growth of sales is considered over 1997 99, what percentage 
of sales are coming from sources other than direct sales? 

118% 2 34% 3 18% 4 68% 

157 For every rupee of direct sales in 1998 99 what is the amount of 
net profit earned? 

1 2 03palse 2 2003 paise 

3 33 33 palse 4 cannot be calculated 

156 The sales of sewing machines for the company in 1998-99 were 
1 Rs 40 crore 2 Rs 39 crore 3 Rs 42 crore 4 Rs 41 crore 
159 If the product mix of the company remained same over the years, 
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the exports of the company for 1995-96 were 
* 1 Rs 35 crore 2 Rs 36 crore 

3 Rs 37 crore 4 Rs 40 crore 

Directions lor 0 160-161 
Refer to the data below 

It took a group of men 5 days to shift 545 crates Every day after the 
first, 6 more men than the previous day were put on the job Also, every 
day after the first, each man shifted 5 fewer crates than the earlier day 
The result was that during the latter part of the period, the number of 
crates shifted per day, began to go down 

160 What was the number of crates shifted on the third day 7 

1 137 2 169 3 26 4 109 

161 What was the number of men on the fifth day 7 

1 13 2 1 3 19 4 none of these 

Directions lor 0 162-165 

Six friends Ramesh, Dmesh, Lokesh, Nilesh, Shailesh and Hitesh 
work in different companies, namely P, Q, R, S, T and U Each one wears 
’ a company-sponsored different coloured tie—Blue, Pink, Green, Yellow, 

• Purple and Red, though not in the same order 

We are also qiven the following facts 

a) The one wearmq the blue tie works in company S the one wearing 
the green tie works in company P 

b) Hitesh does not work in R or T 

c) Ramesh wears a pink tie and works in Q 

d) Nilesh does not work m company F and purple colour tie is not 
sponsored by R 

e) Shailesh works in U but neither Nilesh nor Dmesh works in S 

/) Company T does not sponsor purple or yellow ties and Lokesh 
works in P 

162 Which colour is sponsored by R 7 

1 Blue 2 purple 3 red 4 nonp of these 

163 Which of the following combinations s correct 7 

1 Green—R—Lokesh 

2 Blue—S—Lokesh 

3 Red—T—Dmesh 

4 Yellow—R—Shailesh 

164 Which of the following is true 7 

1 U sponsors the green tie 2 Shailesh wears a red tie 
3 Nilesh works in T 4 Red colour is sponsored by T 

165 Which of the following sequences of companies represent 
Ramesh Olnesh Lokesh Nilesh Shailesh Hitesh in the same order 7 

1 QPTRUS 2 QTPRUS 3 QPTSUR 4 QTPSUR 
| Directions for 0 166-167 

“ A classroom of children went on a picnic to a fair where 3 rides 
were available—the giant wheel, the merry-go-round and the star ride 
28 children took the giant wheel 
23 children took the merry go round 

• 19 children took the star ride 

11 children took the giant wheel and merry go round 
9 children took the giant wheel and star ride 
8 children took the merry go round and the star ride 
There was no student who took the star ride only 

166 The number of children who went on the picnic were 

1 38 2 40 3 42 4 44 

167 II each ride costs Re 1 the total bill for the picnic was 

1 Rs 66 2 Rs 60 3 Rs 70 4 Rs 81 

Directions for O 161-172? 

Study the graphs and answer the questions that follow: 





UP \ 


25* \ 


^TEr'l 

ip' 


I Population data In 1992 


Stale 

Sex (Ratio) 

Literacy (R) 


M 

F 

Literate 

Illiterate 

UP 

5 

3 

2 

7 

Bihar 

3 

1 

1 

4 

AP 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Karnataka 

3 

5 

3 

2 

Maharashtra 

3 

1 

5 

1 

Tamil Nadu 

3 

2 

7 

2 

Kerala 

3 

4 

9 

4 


Total population 25 lakh 

168 What is the approximate total number of literates in Maharashtra 
and Karnataka' 

1 4 5 lakh 2 6 5 lakh 3 3 lakh 4 J 6 lakh 

169 The number of males in UP Maharashtra and Kenla together is 
approx what percentage of the total population of all the given States 7 

I 1 20°. ? 28% 3 30% 4 25% 

170 If there was a 10% increase in the population of UP and 12% 
increase in the population of Bihar in 1993 from the previous year what was 
the ratio ol the population of UP to Bihar in 1993 7 

1 50 40 2 40 50 3 48 55 4 none of these 

i 171 The number of females in A P i approximately what percentage 
I of number of females in Tamil Nadu 7 
j 1 90% 2 110% 3 120% 1 85 , 

1 172 What is the ratio of the number o' females in Tamil Nadu to the 

number of females m Kerala 7 

112 211 321 423 

Directions lor Q 173-180 

Each question is followed by 2 statements You have to decide 
whether the Information provided in the statements is sufficient for 
answering the questions 

| Mark 1 If the question cm be wwerad by using one of the state 
ments alone but cannot be answered by using the other statement alone 

Mark 2 If the question can be answered using either statement alone 

Mark 3 If the question can be answered by using both statements 
together but cannot be answered usmq either statement alone 
! Mark 4 If the question cannot be answered even by using both state 
ments together 

173 What are the ages of three brothers 7 
I A The product of tneir ages is 21 

B The sum of their ages is not divisible by 3 

174 Twenty girls competed in a race The names of those who got the 
first five placings were in the alphabetic order Who came first 7 

| A Gmja and Oevaki were ahead of at least 15 others 

| B Mamsha finished ahead of 17 gi Is 

I 175 The combined weight of 3 children is 90 kg What is the weight 
of the heaviest child 7 

A One of the children weighs 45 kg 

B One of the children weighs 30 kg 

176 Five persons sat at a circular five seater table Did Grace sit next 
to Billy 7 

A Geeta sat between Sohan and Rohan 

B Grace sat next to Rohan 

177 How much did Shyama weigh before her diet programme 7 

A She lost 10 kg B She now weighs 23/25 of her former weight 

178 X and Y are two hollow tubes made of cement The volume of 
cement in tube X is 1000 units What is the volume of cement In tube Y 7 

A X and Y have the same length B X and Y have the same thickness 

179 Is the triangle ABC equilateral? 

A. AB ■ BC 8 Sum of two angles is 110 degrees 

180 What is the area of A regular hexagon? 

A The length of the boundary line of the hexagoq,ls 36 cm 

B The area of the hexagon is 6 times the area of air equilateral triangle 
formed on one of the sides 
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d 

118. 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

152. 

u 

a 

□ 

□ 

119 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

153. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

120. 

□ 

a 

U 

□ 

154. 

a 

a 

a 

□ 

121 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

155. 

a 

□ 

a 

Q 

122. 

□ 

u 

a 

□ 

156. 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

123. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

157. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

124. 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

158. 

□ 

□ 

a 

d 

125. 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

159. 

□ 

a 

Q 

d 

126. 

a 

u 

□ 

□ 

160. 

□ 

a 

□ 

d 

127. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

161. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Q 

128 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

162. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

129. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

163. 

a 

□ 

□ 

d 

130. 

u 

□ 

□ 

□ 

164. 

a 

□ 

Q 

d 

131. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

165. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

132. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

166. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Q 

133. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

167. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

134. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

168. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

135 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

169. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

136 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

170. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

137. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

171. 

a 

□ 

□ 

d 

138. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

172. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

139. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

173 

□ 

a 

□ 

Q 

140 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

174 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

141. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

175. 

□ 

□ 

a 

d 

142 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

176. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

143. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

177. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

d 

144. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

178. 

□ 

□ 

a 

d 

145. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

179. 

a 

□ 

□ 

d 

146. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

180. 

□ 

□ 

u 

d 





How Woll 

hove You Rood CM? 


The following questions arc based on the 
October '99 issue of The Competition Master. 
They will help you revise current affairs. If 
you do not know certain answers, do make 
an effort to locate them in the last issue. 
Answers to this quiz will be published in the 
next issue. 

1. Who among the following is the 
winner of the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award, 1999? 

/a) Jyotirmoyee Sikdar 

b) Sachin Tendulkar 

c) Mahesh Bhupathi 

d) Rahul Dravid 

2. In which State is the constituency 
of Bellary, from where Sonia Gandhi 
fought the elections against BJP's Sushma 
Swaraj, situated: 

a) Andhra Pradesh 

b) Uttar Pradesh 

a) Karnataka ' d) Kerala 
' 3. How many women members were 
there in the 12th Lok Sabha? 

a) 40 b) 41 c) 42 yS) 43 

4. Name the republic in Russia which 
is fighting a separatist war? 

a) Uzbekistan b) Dagestan 

c) Kazakhstan d) Chechnya 

5. Who among the following is the 
author of the book, "The Company of 
Women"? 

a) Arundhati Roy 

b) Rajkamal Jha 

c) Mulk Raj Anand 
tfff Khushwant Singh 

6. What is the name of the capital of 
East Timor? 

tff Jakarta b) East Timor 

c) Dili d) Bishkek 

7. Name the committee appointed to 
probe into the murder of the Christian 
missionary Graham Staines? 

a) Subramanyam b) Wadhwa 
y<) Verma d) Dave 

8. What was the level of software 
exports of India in the year 1998-99? 


a) Rs 8,730 crore b) Rs 10,490 crore 
c) Rs 11,950 crore d) Rs 12,800 crore 

9. Name the first State to put its 
electoral rolls and constituency profiles on 
a CD-ROM? 

a) Sikkim b) Meghalaya 

c) Haryana d) Kerala 

10. What was the name of the 
Pakistani plane that was shot down over 
the Runn of Kutch in Gujarat? 

a) McDonald Douglas 

b) Boeing 

c) MiG d) Atiantique 

11. The film, "A Brilliant Sun" is based 
on the life of which of the following 
industrialists? 

a) Aditya Vikram Birla 

b) G.D. Birla 

c) Kumar Mangalam Birla 

d) Radhey Shyam Birla 

12. What is India's GDP in Rs crore? 

a) 11,70,000 b) 18,70,000 

c) 17,70,000 d) 16,70,000 

13. On which of the following dates 
was Hiroshima Day observed? 

nJAugust 15,1999 
^frTAugust 6,1999 

c) August 27, 1999 

d) September 7,1999 

14. What is the estimated GDP growth 
rate, according to RBI's annual report for 
1998-99? 

a) 5% b) 6-6.5% 

c) 7% d) 7.5% 

15. Which is the world's biggest 
company? 

a) General Motors b) Honda 
\j^Coca Cola d) Ford 

16. Which of the following countries 
is the top foreign investor in India? 

a) UK b) Germany 

c) Japan yd) USA 

17. What is the level of black money 
in India, in Rs crore, according to a report 
by Indira Gandhi Institute of Development, 
Research? 

a) 2,89,000 6) 3,00,000 


c) 334,000 d) 8,54,000 ' 

18. What is India's rank in die Human 
Development Report (HDR) of the UNDP 
for 1998? 

a) 54 b) 87 

c) 132 d) 154 

19. On which date was Mahatma 
Gandhi born? 

a) October 2,1903 

b) October 2,1896 
jA October 2,1859 

d) October 2,1869 * 

20. Which of the following States/ 

Union Territories recorded the lowest 
density of population in the 1991 census? 

a) Sikkim feJ-Arunachal Pradesh 

c) Nagaland a) Mizoram 

21. The National Security Advisory 
Board (NSAB) is headed by: 

a) Brajesh Mishra 

b) J.P. Wadhwa 

c) K. Subhramanyan 

d) K. Krishnamurty 

22. In which country would you find 

the city of Izmit? 1 

a) Turkey b) Iran 

/) Iraq d) CIS 

^ 23. In which State is the Ministry of 
Environment creating the largest tiger 
habitat in the country, covering more than 
5,000 square kilometres?, 

*)UP /6JMP 

c ) Rajasthan d) Gujarat 

24. Name the car developed by Honda 
which has the world's lowest fuel 
consumption of 35 km per litre? 
a) Prius b) Zigma 

c) Solara d) Insight 

(Answers will appear in our December 
issue) 

Answers to OctobeA999 Quiz 


1. c 

2. d 

3. a 

4. d 

5. c 

6. a 

7. b 

8. b 

9. d 

10. c 

11. a 

12. a 

13. b 

14, b 

15. c 

16. d 

1 7. b 

18. d 

19. c 

20.a 

21. b 

22. i 

23. b 

24. c 
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Test of Reasoning-1 


Qs. 1-6. Find the odd-man out: 


1. (1) DEGJ 

(2) PQSV 

(3) WXZC 

(4) QSUW 

(5) MNPS 


2. (1) TRNP 

(2) LJFH 

(3) SQLN 

(4) GEAC 

(5) PNJL 


3. (1) DBWY 

(2) HFSU 

(3) GETV 

(4) MKNP 

(5) JHSQ 


4. (1) XWZY 

(2) LKON 

(3) QPSR 

(4) TSVU 

(5) KJML 


5. (1) HD4 

(2) PJ6 

(3) UQ4 

(4) ME8 

(5) WK9 


6. (1) NG8M 

(2) FM11H 

(3) JB9E 

(4) WZ31R 

(5) EL6K 



Qs. 7 to 10 are based on the arrangement of letters in the 
word IMAGINATION. 

7. How many sets of two letters have as many letters 
between them as they have in the alphabets? 

(1) 1 (2) 2 (3) 3 (4) 4 

(5) None of these 

8. If the letters used in the word were arranged in 
alphabetical order, (letters used more than once would be counted 
as one only), which letter would be exactly in the middle? 

(1) M (2) N (3) G ' (4) I 

(5) None of these 

9. Which letter in the word is exactly in the middle of 8th 
letter from your left and 6th letter from your right? 

(1) M (2) A (3) I (4) G 

(5) None of these 

10. If all the eleven letters of the word were to be arranged 
alphabetically, how many letters will still remain where they 
are? 

(1) 1 (2) 2 (3) 3 (4) 4 

(5) None of these 

In questions 11 to 15, four out of five given words are 
similar in a way, while one is different. You have to find this 
odd-man out: 

11. (1) snarl (2) growl (3) gnash 

(4) frown (5) caress ' 

12. (1) Taurus (2) Gemini (3) Zodiac 

(4) Libra (5) Cancer 

13. (1) pi (2) beta (3) delta 

(4) aorta (5) gamma 

14. (1) dram (2) chain (3) metre 

(4) furlong. (5) inch 

15. (1) yen (2) dollar $} ;taka 

(4) pound -. (5) ounce * ; ■ \ 

Qs. 16 to 20, In bach of the following questions three 
elements have been mentioned. The same places are 



In questions 21 to 25, each question has two items with a 
definite relationship between them. You have to find out from 
(1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) the pair of words that has the same 
relationship between the two jtems as the ones given in the 
question. 

21. latch : door 

(1) stone : floor (2) oar : boat (3) nib : pen 

(4) window : wall (5) button : shirt 

22. retina: eye 

(1) taste : tongue (2) petal: flower 

(3) hand : foot (4) glass : drink 

(5) cap: head 

23. faction : political party 

(1) bronze : metal (2) friction : friendship 

(3) war : countries (4) crime : law 

(5) germ: disease 

24. nightingale: cuckoo 

(1) dance : music (2) snake : tiger 

(3) alligator : chameleon (4) cream: milk ;.. 

(5) badminton: shuttle-cock 

25. dragon : China * 

(1) Dalai Lama: Tibet (2) Camel i desert 

(3) voo-doo : Negroes (4) Sphinx* Egypt 

(5) Kangaroo : Australia - " 


ITEI 





_ NON-VERBAL SERIES _ 

Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer figures from \ B C D ind T would be the next one in the series of the Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

ABODE 
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ABODE 
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1b 
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In each of the following questions, the first two figures have a definite relationship. You have to find out from A, B, C, D 
and E, the figure that would have the same relationship with figure three as the second figure has with the first one. 
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64 . 
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Find the odd-man out: 



REASONING Aliii 1 i N 


A B C D E 
SB. 

67. 

SB. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 
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ANSWERS AND EX PLANATIONS 

1. (4) The gap among letters increases by one. 

2. (3) There is a gap of one letter in 3rd, 4th, 2nd and 1st letter. 

3. (5) The last two letters have the same position in the alphabets 

from 'Z' as the 2nd and 1st have from A 

4. (2) In all the others, the four letters are jumbled in the same 

way. 

5. (5) Number the letters according to their position in the 

alphabetical order. Deduct the number of the second from 


21. (5) Both join die two parts of the other object. 

22. (2) One is an essential part of the other. 

23. (2) Both die terms are related to differences among people 

that may have serious consequences. 

24. (3) They are two items of the same category, one is birds and 

the other reptiles. 

25. (4) One is an imaginary creature, the other is the country 

with which it is associated. 

For answering the next type of question study each figure of the 
set very carefully, independently as well as in its rclationsltip with 
other figures. Follow its movement in next step and then reach the 
conclusion and find out the right answer figure. The following guide¬ 
lines might prove helpful in picking out the right figure. 

(i) The figures generally move right-left, up-down, corner 
to corner, clockwise, anti-clockwise or along certain points. 

(ii) All the figures in a question may not move in the same 
direction or at the same pace. The figures may move at a uniform 
pace, may increase or decrease a step with each movement and 
may change position. Examples: 26, 28, 29, 31, 43 etc. 

(i/i) The figures may interchange places according to a 
certain pattern. Examples: 30, 36,48,49 etc. 

(iv) Something may be added or dropped during next 
steps. Examples: 27, 34, 35, 37, 39, 41, 42, 46, 54, 55 etc. 

(t>) There might be sets of two or three steps where figures 
change according to a set pattern, for example question number 
40, which has sets of two figures each. 

(vi) Only one figure from a set or two figures may change 
direction following a particular pattern, e.g. question no. 38. 

(vii) Some questions may have a combination of 
characteristics mentioned above. 


26. (B) 

27. (E) 

28. (A) 

29. (C) 

30. 

(Q 

31. (A) 

32. (C) 

33. (D) 

34. (B) 

35. 

(A) 

36. (E) 

37. (D) 

38. (A) 

39. (C) 

40. 

(B) 

41. (D) 

42. (A) 

43. (C) 

44. (C) 

45. 

(A) 

46. (A) 

47. (D) 

48. (E) 

49. (A) 

50. 

(E) 

51. (E) 

52. (B) 

53. (C) 

54. (D) ’ 

55. 

(C) 

56. (D) 

57. (B) 

58. (E) 

59. (C) 

60. 

(C) 

61. (B) 

62. (A) 

63. (A) 

64. (E) 

65. 

(C) 


66. (D) The proportion among figures ought to be 2:3:4, here 
it is 2 : 2 : 5. 


the first. 

6. (3) Add the numbers of the first two letters and deduct the 

number of die last one from the total. 

7. (3) IN; GN and ON. 8.(1) 9.(2) 10.(2) 

11. (5) AH die others are expressions of anger. 

12. (3) The others are signs of Zodiac. 

13. (4) All die others are Greek letters used in Mathematics. 

14. (1) It is the only weight measurement among linear measures. 

15. (5) All the others are currencies of different nations. 

16. (3) Allahabad is situated where Ganga and Yamuna meet. 

17. (4) The Chambal has R^asthan on onesjfie and M.P. on the other. 

18. (1) Both the cities are situated on the, bank of the Yamuna. 

19. (5) The Qutub Mmir is in Delhi, the Taj at a different place. 

20. (2) Mumbai is on. the coast of the Arabian Sea arid the 

Gateway of India is in Mumbai, facing die sea. 

. 3<S atMyiBER''t8W • 


67. (D) All the other figures have three semi-circles and two 

straight lines; here it is the odier way round. 

68. (B) The inner figure should have one side more and the 

figure below one side less than the main figure. 

69. (E) The pattern is wrong. 

70. (B) The pattern of the figures changes from right to left, in 

this one it is upside down. 

71. (A) The pattern is wrong. 

72. (E) The arrangement in others is that the figure with 

maximum number of sides is one, die figures with one 
side less are two and with two sides less are three. 

73. (B) In all the others the inner figure is just like the outer one, 

in this case, one side is missing. 

74. (C) All the other figures are formed with five straight lines. 

75. (C) The pattern is wrong. 
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REASONING MW H V 


Test of Reasoning - 2 


Qs. 1-6. In each of the following questions, a number series 
is given. Below this series a number is given followed by (A), 
(B), (C), (D) and (E). After understanding the pattern in the 
given number series, you have to form another number series 
in the same order, starting from the given number 
1. 5 4 6 15 56 

7 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(D) ? 

(1) 84 (2) 94 (3) 104 (4) 107 (5) None of these 

2 71 73 79 81 87 

95 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(E) ? 

(1) 113 (2) 109 (3) 117 (4) 108 (5) None of these 

3 1 2 4 8 16 

3 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(B) ’ 

(1) 15 (2) 12 (3) 18 (4) 24 (5) None of these 

4 7 11 23 59 167 

6 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(C) ? 

(1) 54 (2) 47 (3) 42 (4) 32 (5) None of these 
5. 100 121 144 169 196 

4 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

<D)? 

(1) 42 (2) 49 (3) 36 (4) 25 (5) None of these 
6 6 9 8 16 10 

12 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Winch of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(A)? 

(1) 18 (2) 24 (3) 32 (4) 36 (5) None of these 
Questions 7 to 11 Some letters, numbers and symbols are 


arranged linewise and columnwise. Study the chart carefully 


and answer the questions that follow. 

v 5 

R 

□ 

N 

T V 

6 

A 

V 

3 G 

□ 

7 

Q 

P R 

C 

8 

A 

2 * 

8 

Q 

5 

7. Which of the columns has the maximum number of 
letters? 

(1) 1 

(2) 2 

(3) 3 

(4) 4 (5)>5 


8. If all die numbers occurring in the arrangement were 


added up, the total would be 

(1) 38 (2) 42 (3) 41 (4) 44 (5) None of these 

9 What is the ratio between the number of letters and 
numbers used in the table 1 If any of these has been used more 
than once, count it as one only 

(1) 4 • 3 (2) 8 7 (3) 5 3 

(4) 5 • 4 (5) None of these 

10 If you start from left top and go right reaching N and 

then go zig-zagging, i c next line right to left and the next one 

left to right, how many symbols would be there between N and 

P? 

(1) 4 (2) 3 (3) 2 (4) 5 (5) None of these 

11 Find out the missing set in the following series 

vRN VA 3 □ QR ___ 550 

(1) A*Q (2) CA* (3) 828 

(4) 82Q (5) None of these 

12. Which set would be the next one m the following series 7 

TRv vfiN 36Q TD v ___ 

(1) 3CQ (2) 2C5 (3) PDA 

(4) P8 A (5) None of these 

Qs. 13-17. In the following questions each capital letter 
used in the word is coded by a small letter. The same code is 
used for all the letters. Each of the following questions has a 
| word written in capital letters with one of the letters enclosed 
in a box. Your task is to find out the right code for this letter 
from (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6). 

13 S T R I®F, 


(1) w (2) b (3) q 
14 CHO|US 

(4) v 

P) P 

(6) d 

(1) m(2) x (3) v 
15 T[H]R E A D 

(4) z 

(5) d 

(6) | 

(1) b (2) d (3)1 

16 C H A0G E 

(4) m 

(5) k 

(6) w 

(1) y (2) m (3) f 
17.SHR0NK 

(4) b 

(5) 1 

(6) x 

(1) d (2) z (3) v 

(4) q 

(5) y 

(6) m 


Qs. 18-20. Find out codes for each word of the message and 
answer the questions that follow: 

'dom rom com nom' means, 'All soldier%are smart.' 

'com pom kom lom' means, 'Some soldiers can swim.'* 
'gom nom som pom' means, ‘Some students arc intelligent' 
'kom tom rom gom' means, 'All students can drive.' 

18. What is the code for 'soldier'? 

(1) dom (2) rom (3) com 

(4) nom (5) None of these 

19. What does die code 'kom' stand for? 
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(1) all (2) can (3) some * 

(4) drive (5) None of these 

^ 20, What does the code 'dom gom lom' mean? 

(1) smart intelligent student (2) intelligent soldiers swim 

(3) intelligent soldiers drive (4) smart students swim 

(5) None of these 

Qs. 21-25. In the chart given below the number in rectangle 
means the number of boys and the number in elipse means the 
number of girls. Study the diagram and answer the questions 
that follow. 

Flrtl 

DivWonert 


Distinction 

Holders 



21. How many girls, who were not science students got 
either distinction or first division or both? 

(1) 44 (2) 32 (3) 40 (4) 31 (5) None of these 

22. How many boys, who had opted science, got I division? 

(1) 14 (2) 39 (3) 37 (4) 55‘ (5) None of these 

23. What is the total number of first divisioners who are not 
distinction holders? 

(1) 83 (2) 61 (3) 44 (4) 74 (5) None of these 

24. What is the ratio between girls and boys who got I 
division? 

(1) 10 :11 (2) 9 :10 (3) 7:9 

(4) 6:7 (5) None of these 

25. Among non-science students, how many more boys got 
distinction as compared to the number of girls who got 
distinction? 

(1) 8 (2) 11 (3) 9 (4) 13 (5) None of these 

Qs. 26 and 27 are based on the information given below: 

A train-track and road run parallel and quite dose to each 
other. A train started from station X at a speed of 70 kilometres 
per hour. After every 14 km there is a station where the train 
stops for 2 minutes. For convenience we'll call them stations A, 
B, C, D, E... etc. Hie train started at 9 A.M. A passenger, arrived 
at the station 'X' at 9.12 A.M., but since the train had left he took 
a taxi and followed the train at a speed of 80 km per hour. 

26. At which station did he catch the train and boarded it? 

(1) B (2) C (3) D • (4) E (5) None of these 

27. At what time did he reach that station? 

(1) 9.54 A.M. (2) 9.46 A.M. (3) 9.42 A.M. 

(4) 9.36 A.M. (5) None of these 

Qs. 28-30. Six schools in a dty are situated as follows: 

E is 2 km to the east of A which is 5 km to the north of F. 

C is 4 km to die west of D. 

F is 1 km to the west of B and 2 jpg, to the. south of D. 

28. Which three schools lie in a straight line? 

(1) AEF (2) CDF. (3) ADE 

(4) ADF . (5) None of these 


29. Which two are the farthest from each other as the crow 
flies? 

(1) B and A (2) C and E (3) C and F 
(4) F and E (5) None of these 

30. In which direction from B is C? 

(1) north-east (2) south-east (3) east 

(4) north-west (5) south-west 

Qs. 31 to 35 are based on the following information. 

Four groups. A, B, C and D gave training to 100 men and 100 ; 
women each in some or the other vocational crafts for three 
consecutive years. Each year they took a different group of men 
and women. The following chart gives the data of the persons 
who benefitted by these vocational trainings and started some 
cottage industry on their own. 


Year-* 

19% 

' 1997 

1998 

Trainees -+ 

Men 

Women 

Men 

Women 

Men 

Women 

Groups 1 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

A 

75 

66 

81 

76 

49 

62 

D 

69 

84 

48 

52 

71 

73 

C 

72 

70 

74 

68 

69 

72 

D 

58 

59 

64 

67 

68 

74 


31. Which group got maximum success in making the 
trainees start their own business? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) Can't say 

32. How many women, in spite of availing the vocational 
training, did not start business of their own? 

(1) 377 (2) 298 (3) 308 (4) 336 (5) None of these 

33. In 1998 what was the percentage of trainees 
(approximately) w ho started business of their own? 

(1) 69.23% (2) 59.79% (3) 73.2% 

(4) 67.25% (5) None of these 

34. What approximately is the percentage of women trainees 
in 1997 who started earning on their own? 

(1) 65.75% (2) 72.69% (3) 65.5% 

(4) 62.98% (5) None ot these 

35. In group D, it is obvious that during the three years, 
women outnumbered men in stalling a business of their own. 
You have to find out, by what per cent? 

(1) 1.9% (2) 3.3% (3) 2.7% (4) 4.1% 

(5) None of these 

36. Given below arc five words. Four out of these have the 
same relationship with the word CONTROVERSY while one is 
different. Find this odd-man out: 

(1) COVER (2) SOONER (3) VOTERS 

(4) EVERY (5) STOVE 

37. Mohan's birthday is in the second week of August on 
Friday and his sister's birthday is on the first Sunday of : 
November. The last day of November is Tuesday. How many 
days are there between the two birthdays excluding the dates of 
birthdays? 

(1) 84 (2) 85 (3) 86 (4) 87 (5) None of these 

38. What is Mohan's birthday according to the facts stated 
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above? 

(1) 10th Aug (2) 11th Aug (3) 12th Aug 

(4) 13th Aug (5) None of these 

Qs. 39-40. These questions are based on statements given 
below: 

In a 'Ramleela', Arun, Bhanu, Chandra, Dhruv and Govind 
are playing the roles of Dashrath, Ram, Laxman, Bharat and 
Shatrughna, but not in the same order 

Govind and Bhanu are not playing Ram or Laxman's roles. 
Arun is Shatrughna 

Dhruv and Chandra are not Dashrath or Bharat. 

Chandra is not Ram and Govmd is not Bharat 

39. Which role is Dhruv playing 7 

(1) Dashrath (2) Ram (3) Laxman 
(4) Bharat (5) Shatrughna 

40. Which of the following statements is wrong 7 

(1) Arun is not playing Ram's role 

(2) Bhanu is playing Bharat's role 

(3) Chandra is playing Dashrath's role 

(4) Govind is not playing Laxman's role 

(5) All the above are correct. 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question below are given two statements followed by 
fdur conclusions numbered /, II, III and IV You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they appear at variance with 
commonly known facts Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of them logically follow from the statements, disregarding 
commonly known facts 
Statements 

41.1 All cities are villages 

2. Some villages are districts 
Conclusions 

I. All cities are districts 

II. Some districts are cities. 

m. Some districts are not villages. 

IV. No city is a district. 

(1) Lither II or III follows (2) Only I and III follow. 

(3) Only HI follows (4) None follows. 

(5) Only anv one from I, II and IV follows. 
Statements- 

42.1. Green and blue makes red. 

2, Red and pink makes yellow 
Conclusions: 

I. Green, blue and pink makes yellow. 

II. Blue, pink and red makes yellow. 

IH. Green and pink makes yellow 

IV. For yellow, green, blue and red are needed. 

(1) Only I follows. (2) Only II follows. 

(3) Only IH follows. (4) Only IV follows. 

(5) None follows. 

Statements- 

43.1 Every ship is either a Car or a train. » 

; 2. All trains are engines. 


Conclusions- 

I. No car is engine. 

II. Some ships are not engines t 

III. Some ships are engines. 

IV. Some engines are trains. 

(1) Only J, II and III follow. 

(2) Fither I and H or ffl and IV follow. 

(3) Only II, IH and IV follow. 

(4) All the four follow. (5) None follows. 

Statements 

44.1 Some poisons are medicines 
2 Some liquids are medicines. 

Conclusions 

I Ail medicines are either poisons or liquids. 

H Some poisons are liquids 

IH No liquid is a poison 
IV. Poison kills people 

(1) Only IV follows (2) Either II or IH follows 
(3) Either HI or IV follows (4) Fither J or HI follows 

(5) None follows 
Statements 

45.1 All reptiles are birds. 

2. All birds are dogs. 

Conclusions- 

f All dogs are birds 

II All birds are reptiles. 

III All reptiles are dogs 

IV. Some reptiles are neither birds nor dogs 
(1) Only I follows (2) Only U follows 

(3) Only in follows (4) Only IV follows. 

(5) Either III or IV follows. 

Statements 

46.1. Some computers are radios. 

2. Some radios are televisions 

Conclusions- 

I. Some computers are televisions, 

n. Some televisions are not radios. 

IH No television is a computer. 

IV. The televisions that are radios arc not computers. 

(1) Either II or IV follows. (2) Either I or HI follows. 

(3) Only I and n follow. (4) Only HI and IV follows. 

(5) Any one from all Hie four follows. 

Statements- 

47.1. Some cups are spoons. 

2. All spoons are bottles. 

Conclusions. 

I. Some spoons are not cups. 

II. All bottles are cups. * 

in. Some cups are bottles. 

IV. All bottles are spoons. 

(1) Only I and D follow. (2) Either IH or IV follows. 

(3) Only IV follows, (4) Cfoly I follows. 

(5) Only HI follow. j 

Statements: * 

48.1. AH caps ate helmets. 
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2. All turbans are helmets. 

|} Conclusions: 

I. Every helmet is either a cap or a turban. 

Q. Some helmets are caps as well as turbans, 
m. The helmets that are turbans are not caps. 

IV. All caps are turbans. 

(1) Only I and II follow. (2) Either II or in follows. 

(3) None follows. (4) Only IV follows. 

(5) Only I follows. 

In each question given below, a statement is followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, II and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. Yoti have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is/are 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. Some banks have revised interest rates on deposits that 
have been declining during the previous years. 

Assumptions: 

I. The profitability of banks was going down due to 
lower rates of interest. 

II. The depositors are not interested in putting their 
money at places where rates <>f interest are not 
attractive. 

HI. The banks have constantly been running in loss. 

(1) Only I is implicit. (2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only I and H are implicit. (4) Only III is implicit. 
(5) Only anyone of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. Mumbai has special telephone lines exclusively to lodge 
complaints directly to the Home Ministry if the local police does 
not register them. 

Assumptions: 

I. Hie Home Ministry takes immediate action. 

II. The Home Ministers of other cities and States are 
not so alert as those of Maharashtra. 

s Ed. The police often tries to waive aside complaints 
brought by poor people or complaints against 
influential people, but the Home Ministry does not 
like it. 

(1) Only I is implicit. (2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only Ed is implicit. (4) Only I and II are implicit. 
(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Although plastic was banned in a certain zoo two years 
back, the postmortem of dead creatures revealed polythene 

: consumption in their stomach and intestines. 

Assumptions: 

I. In spite of the ban, people continue to bring food¬ 
stuff in polythene bags and throw die bags around. 
W "Polythene does not get digested/md often results in 
the death of the animals who consume it. 
in!' ' Animals do not get sufficient to eat in the zoo so 
t irM eat polythene bags. 

(1) Only 1 and Haretewlidt. 

‘♦^-OhlySandfil ateimplidt. 
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(3) Only I and HI are implicit. 

(4) Only in is implicit. (5) All are implicit. 
Statement: 

52. Since the exposure of a racket in university 'X' held 
responsible for fake degrees and mark-sheets, no results have' 
been announced. 

Assumptions: 

I. The persons who prepared results are behind bars. 

II. No one is willing to take the responsibility of, 
running the university. 

IH. If the present state of affairs continues, very soon 
the university would be closed for ever. 

(1) Only I is implicit. (2) Only H is implicit. 

(3) Only IH is implicit. (4) Either H or IH is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. Many children made cards and other small gift items, 
sold them, and sent the money to Kargil victims and their families. 
Assumptions: 

I. Children have patriotic feelings and do whatever 
they can to help the war heroes. 

II. The money sanctioned by the govemment is not 
enough so the citizens are coming forward too. 

IH. Helping the Kargil victims is a token of showing 
gratitude to those who laid their lives for us. 

(1) Only I and II are implicit. 

(2) Only II and IH are implicit. 

(3) Only I and IQ are implicit. (4) All are implicit. 
(5) Any one of the three is implicit. 

In each of the following questions, a problem is stated through a 
statement followed by two proposed courses of action. You have to 
analyse and grasp the problem and then decide which of the courses of 
action should be followed for improvement, follow-up or further action 
in regard to the given statement. Tick mark (/) your answers as under: 

(1) Only I and not D follows for pursuing. 

(2) Only II and not I follows for pursuing. 

(3) Both I and II together follow. 

(4) Either I or n follows. 

(5) Neither I nor H follows. 

Statement: 

54. There are reports that some young persons are moving 
around the town on false identity cards of cops. 

Courses of action: 

I. The police department should spread a network to 
catch the fakers. 

H. A public notice should be issued warning people 
that every one who says he is a policeman, ought, 
not to be believed. 

<1)0 (2) Cl (3)0 (4)Q (5) □ ] 

Statement: 

55. In most of the Industries, the prices of products are 
constantly falling due to tough competition while workers and 
trade unfons are persisting on pay-hike. 

Courses (f action: / 

I Owners, managers and workers should get together 
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to plan out a strategy so as to compensate for low 
inflation 

II. The number of workers, should be minimized. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Statement 

56 City roads seldom remain in good shape as some 
department or the other arrncs with spades and pick-axes as 
soon as a road is made 

Courses of action 

1. There should be co-ordination committee among 
the departments concerned 

11 The department or anyone else, w ho digs the road 
should be made to repair it as well 

(1) □ (2) U (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Statement 

57 The results of a public school are constanth going down 
for the last three years 

Courses of action 

I Onlv the brilliant students should be allowed to 
take the public examinations 
. II The whole statf should lx shuttled 

(1) -1 (2) J (3) J (4) J (5) J 

Statement 

. 58 In spite ot all the acts and laws, child marriages take 

' place in great number, spec iall\ in rural areas 
Courses ot mtion 

I An awareness programme should be launched 
through media to make people realize the hazards 
of child marriage and its impact on society 
■ H 5oiial w orkeis and gram-sevaks and sov ikas should 

be extia alert and leport such cases to the police 
beforehand 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) 'J (4) □ (5) □ 


ANSWERS \\P EXPIANATIONS 


1 (3) 1 he arrangement would be (7 x 1) -1 = 6, (6 x 2) - 2 = 10, 

(10 x 3) - 3 * 27, (27 x 4) -4 * 104 

2 (1) Go on adding 2 and 6 h\ turns to numbers respectively 

3 (2) I he luimlx is an* doubled 

4 (4) Multiply b\ 3 and deduct 10 to get the next numbci 
5. (3) All numbers are squares of consecutive numbers 

6 (1) The arrangement would be 6 x 2 = 12, 6 x 3 = 18, 

7 x 2 = 14, 7 x t = 21 and so on 

7 (2) 8 (4) v (4) 111 0) 

11 (3) Go from left to right dropping one clement 

12 (3) 

13-17 Match the ionium capital letters n'lth common codes 


13 

H) 

11 N 

15 (J) 

16 (i) i7 n» 

18 

(3) 

19 (2) 

20 (4) 

21 .!• 22 (3) 

23 

(2) 

24 (1) 

2" m 


26 

Cm 

_ x A B o o c r 

6 *" tWHHJSL 

27 

(11 

8:12 am i 


1 1 1 1 . !■ 


A®—•*— 


28 (4) 


29 (2) 


30 

31 
33 

35 

36 


C®—•—» — • — g)D 


B®-®F 


N 

A 


(4) 

(3) 

(4) 
( 2 ) 


32 

34 


(I) 

U) 


(4) In others all the letters are from the key word, this one 
has an extra 'E' 

37 (2) 38 (4) 

39 (2) 40 (3) 

The next type of question s are best solved by diauvng diagram** 
of all the piobabilihes and then reaching the fool-piool conclusion 
I e> each item be represented by a circle iricspectnv of i fs size Then 
moilin'! f " the ulationship among the items diate the diagiams 
Heie me a few examples to provide you coitli a guideline 




54. (3) ’ 55 (1) 56. (3) 57. (5) 
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Short Notes 


Notional Nows 

SUCTIONS 

Voto'W 

T HE longest election in Indian poll 
history got over on October 3,1999. 

The elections were marked by contrasting 
trends, a hi-tech and low-level smear 
campaign, violence in some parts, 
especially in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, and 
floods in Bihar, West Bengal and parts of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Due to floods, polling in four 
constituencies in Bihar was postponed to 
October 28,1999. In Dhubri constituency 
of Assam polling was postponed because 
of the killing of BJP candidate by 
suspected ULFA militants. 

Assembly elections in five States— 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim—were 
also held simultaneously with the Lok 
Sabha polls. 

The total percentage of voting in 1999 
elections was about 60 per cent, 
marginally less than the 61.97 per cent in 
1998. The total number of voters was 620 
million. 

As many as 4,647 candidates were in 
the fray, but the main contenders were the 
24-party National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA), led by the BJP, and the Congress, 
which had seat adjustments with some 
anti-BJP parties. 

A peculiar feature of the 13th Lok 
Sabha elections was that they were more 
personality-specific than policy-oriented 
and seemed to assume the characteristics 
of a Presidential election. 

NDA emerged a clear winner with- 
more than 290 seats. Mr Atal Bchari 
Vajpayee took charge as the Prime 
Minister for the third time in three years. 

Conceding defeat. Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi said that die 
results had not "come up to our 

Do Yon Know... 

International Literacy Day was observed 
on September 8,1999. 
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1952 London fog 

has said to a report that pollution 




' it has stressed onthenaacf ragiobalty phase out coal as a fuel source dud to its 
high polluting potential, and pojrrt# out that acid haze over the Indian Ocean is . 
reducing wheat vMdtnIndia. ‘ ' • ■ ' ' - ■ ' 

Ceil, being the most carbon-intensive fossil, fuel, accounts for 43. per tint of 
annuaigiobal carbonernlssions and burning the entire cod reserve would release.' 
three trifUon tonnes of bafbon Into the atmosphere—five times more than foe safe limit 


The Ldhifoft'smog ^ high sulphur content 

which lead to the.production of high Concentration of sulphuric add in fog droplets. 

The acidic dfopiafo aiding with Wgh-density smoke inhibit normal functioning 
lungs, resulting in symptoms including chest, constriction; difficulty In breathing, 
headache, nausea, vomiting and irritation in eyes, ears, nose and throat. 

It has suggested reduction of huge subsidies on coal in many countries that 
encourage its use. India and China jointly account for about 10 per cent of the total 
annual global coal subsides. 

Thirteen countries continue to depend on coal for at least one quarter of their 
total energy. These include the US and the Denmark in the industrialised world which 
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China, where add hazes cause annual damage worth $ 14 billion, has more than 
halved its coal subsidy rates—a move which led to a 5.2 per cent drop In its coal 
consumption in 1998. Belgium, France, Japan, Spain and the United Kingdom have 
also halved their coal use. 

Use of coal, which was earlier dubbed as.The bridge to the future”, experienced 
a 2.1 per cent global drop in 1998. 


expectations and the party has suffered 
reverses". Infact, this was the worst-ever 
debacle for the Congress in last 50 years. 

The BJP maintained that the clear 
mandate for the NDA this time was for 
"continuance of good governance against 
destabilisation politics" of the Congress, 
the RJD and the AIADMK and "low level 
of campaign" indulged in by their main 
opponents. 

However, BJP had its own share of 
reverses too. It was badly beaten in Uttar 
Pradesh and Karnataka while its ally, the 
Akali Dal, was almost wiped out of 
Punjab. 

Slate Elections: In Maharashtra 
assembly elections no party could manage 
clear-cut majority. In Karnataka Congress 
virtually swept the polls and the ruling 
Janata Dal (U) was routed. In Andhra 
Pradesh, riding on a pro-incumbency 
wave, the TDP-BJP combine dealt a 
stunning blow to the Congress, while the 
left Parties faced a near rout. 

The Congress romped home in 
Arunachal Pradesh and secured a two- 


third majority in the 60-member House. In 
Sikkim, the Sikkim Democratic Front 
(SDF) led by Chief Minister Pawan Kumar 
chamling retained power by bagging two- 
third majority. 

Tasks ahead: Opening up of the 
insurance sector, reduction of fiscal deficit, 
mobilisation of funds for infrastructure 
development, bringing down interest 
rates and speeding up the public sector 
disinvestment are some urgent tasks to be 
taken-up by the new government. 

Reform of bankruptcy laws and 
procedures, labour laws, financial sector 
reforms and privatisation of public sector 
units are the key steps for launching 
second generation economic reforms. 

Worry about court cases: Chief 
Election Commissioner M.S. Gill has 
described the trend of sever.il cases 
relating to elections being filed in various 
courts as worrisome. However, Artjcle 
329(B) of the Constitution, wisely 
introduced by Jawahatfcl Nehru and B.R. 
Ambedkar, to prevent disruption of poll 
process by Court cases, was a help as 
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otherwise elections to a large number of 
seats would have been stalled 

Opinion and exit polls: While die 
Election Commission banned all opinion 
and exit polls during the elections, the 
Supreme Court ruled that the commission 
had no power to issue such an order The 
ruling was passed following the petition 
by Editor ot hontlim nuiga/ine in whiJi 
it brought to the notice ot the court that 
Article 324 gav e no legislative pow er to 
the EC If any law banning the publication 
of exit or opinion polls was to be passed, 
it had to be first debated m the 
Parliament 

When the commission's counsel 
contended that publication of exit or 
opinion polls would impinge upon tree 
and fair elections, the court said that EC 
must perceive tlearlv that "you have far 
less powers than the public perception ot 
it" 

Referring to the commission's prayer 
for a direction to the Union government to 
enforce the guidelines, die court 
remarked, "It is absurd to say that EC will 
issue the guidelines but if somebody 
violates them, the Supreme Court will 
take action " 

The court said that if EC had 
assumed that it "had powers to issue such 
guidelines', why is it "doubting the very 
same powers by coming to the court and 
seeking then - enforcement’" 

The court observed that what EC 
wants "is to make the Supreme Court act 
m aid of the commission and declare the 
guidelines as law This is a presumption 
on the part of the commission " 

Next elections to be fully EVM- 
conducted: The Election Commission 
has announced its plans to hold the 
next Parliamentary polls entirely on 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) and 
Electronics Corporation of India Ltd 
(ECIL)—which conceived and 
designed the machines—will gam 
tremendously from tills decision 

With the country's requirement for a 
Parliamentary election totaling nearly 12 

Do You Know... 

The tallest building in the world is the 
Petronas Twin Towers in Kuola Lumpur 


lakh machines, the 
Commission will have to 
procure a fresh lot of 10- 
11 lakh machines over the 
next five years 

More than 17 vears 

•* 

ago, the EC had procured 
1 s lakh rVMs at a cost of 
Rs73cion. Ilk 
estimated expenditure on 
promt emt nt of 
additional EVMs to hold 
a Parlinmentarv election 
promises to go much 
bevond a thousand uore 

At least 12 lakh 
machine's w ould be 
needed to hold a tullv 
push-button 
parlinmentarv poll 

The hVMs were 
used toi the first time in 
1982 in the Kerala 
assembly elections and 



push-button German Speed skater Franziska Schenle. (L) and Opel-chlef 

parlinmentarv poll Robert W Hendry (R) pose with the Opel study 

The hVVls were G 90’ at the International Automobile Fair IAA in Frankfurt on 

used toi the tirst time in Tuesday 14 September 1999 The requirements for the car had 
1985 in ihp Kpnh been to produce a vehicle producing a maximum of 90 grams of 

,. . ‘ , carbon-dioxide (EU regulations set for 2008 allow a maximum 

assembly elections and 140 g rams j the Opel G 90 Is not planned for commercial pro 
subsequently tried out in duction as it (so far) is just a study by the company s 
10 other constituencies all development engineers 

over the country Though , RP , Mi;inB ^o t( tA 3 , mnB t OT i n 


found easier and faster to use, legal 
hurdles pushed the machines into cold 
storage after 1983 That was the year the 
Supreme Court ruled that a legal 
provision must be made in the 
Representation of Peoples' Act, 1951, 
before EVMs can be used The same was 
later incorporated in the Act in 1988 and 
came into force in 1990 

In fact a recent sun ey on the use of 
EVMs conducted bv the Centre for Study 
of Developing Sociebes (CSDS) found that 
an average 972 \oter preferred the 
machines to ballot papers m Delhi 
The CSDS survey also found that 
around 90 8 non-literate voters preferred 
voting on EVMs to stamping ballot 
papers 


■■HE Law Commission has 
I recommended to the Union 
government that Independent candidates 
be barred from contesting elections to the 
Lok Sabha and legislative assemblies. It , 
has also suggested that a legislature 
should fa ve a full five-year term. 

in its 170th report, the Commisssion, 
headed by former Supreme Court judge 


B P Jeevan Reddy, said that in order to 
contain defections, a "pre-poll coalition" 
or' front of political parties" should be 
treated as a "political party" 

It also suggested inclusion of a 
chapter in the Representation of the 
People Act to regulate the formation 
and functioning of political parties to 
avoid their splintering and to ensure 
internal democracy and maintenance 
of funds 

The Commission has favoured 
scrapping of explanation-1 to Section 77 
(1) of the Representation of the People Act 
to make the electoral system more 
representative, fair and transparent 
Section 77 exempts a candidate horn 
declaring poll expenses incurred by him 
beyond die Axed limit 

The Commission also suggested 
provisions to make it obligatory for every 
candidate to declare his/her assets and of 
his/her spouse and dependent relations 
as well as provides particulars regarding 
criminal cases pending against them. 

On State funding of political parties, 
the Commission fas reiteratsdcjtfa 
recommendations of the Intinrift (fep ta , 
Committee subject to certain change*. 

The panel abo recommntded that in 


















fourth largest; eOoHbmic powter in' Pufctldiiog; Fp^Pfolfy (iPjPPj 
unrealised potenfel and low pjw capita toccfoto. \'% ?..\' ~~'! 

India; though ranked flfth byfha World Bank oh thebasls of ttpo^a^^flilg'. 
million, would stand at the fourth position (equal to that of 
population, which Is over one Wilton, is taken Irjfo acfittorit,. -' - ■ ; "■ '„CL 

The country is ahead of as many as five (or six if Germany Is Included) 0£rt.6f 
group of eight industrial countries (US, Britan, France, Germany, Japan, Italy, and 
Canada plus Russia). ' '' X'X- * 

The Gross National Product (GNP) of India in 1998 stood at $1,660,9 f 
While the per capita income based on PPP was $ 1700, in conventional form#ft WaO’ .,3 
$ 430 .- ‘ • - ; 
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case of electoral offences and certain other 
serious offences, framing of a charge by 
the court should itself be a ground for 
disqualification, in addition to conviction. 
The Commission has proposed 
amendments to the relevant provisions of 
the Criminal Procedure Code to check 
false complaints. 

It emphasised the desirability of 
adopting a rule that only a candidate 
obtaining 50 per cent or more votes be 
declared elected, and holding of "run off" 
elections wherever necessary. 

Any party, which receives less than 
five per cent of the total vote in elections 
to the Lok Sabha and assemblies "shall 
not be entitled to any seat". It suggested a 
new rule in the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business for Lok Sabha to 
ensure stability of government. 

Other salient features of the 


mentioned in these articles so warranted". 

The court also held that "in the 
matter of due representation in service for 
backward classes and SC/STs, 
maintenance of efficiency of 
administration is of paramount 


Court has made it mandatory for trial 
courts to close prosecution evidence 
within three years of framing charges 
against the accused. 

The court observed that the idea of 
the time frame was to speed up the trial of 


recommendations included use of 
electronic voting machines and 
restrictions on "no-confidence motion". 

The Commission has also 
recommended a "list system" on the 
German model and delved into the 
concept of "negative vote". 

RISntVATIONI 

1C ruling on seniority of quota 
candidates 

HE Supreme Court has ruled that 
candidates, who got jobs through 
reservation quota, could not be entitled to 
seniority over general category employees 
as a matter of right. 

The court said that "both Articles 
16(4) and 16(4A) do not confer any 
fundamental rights nor do they impose 
any constitutional duties but are only, in 
the nature of enabling provisions vesting 
a discretion in the State to consider 
providing reservation if the circumstances 

D« Yon Knew... 

Ford Motor company plans to make 
India the global export hub for Ms car. 
Ikon, to markets in South Africa, Mexico 
and South America. The car was 
designed especially for India at. Ford’s 

global ,'lmaH centra in Dunton near 

London 1 ', and- Is being mad* at its 

Ph.nnrti'Villtitf . V V’ 4 ■ 


importance." 

SCANDALS 

'tiarshad hold guilty of Murutl 
funds misuse 

ARSHAD Mehta and three others 
have been sentenced to five years' 
rigorous imprisonment for siphoning off 
Maruti Udyog funds. 

The sentence followed the earlier 
conviction of the four accused for 
misappropriating Rs 38.97 crore of Maruti 
Udyog Limited (MUL) funds. They had 
been convicted for being party to criminal 
conspiracy, criminal breach of trust and 
dishonest appropriation. 

The three other accused—Maruti 
official Pramod Manocha, UCO Bank 
assistant manager Vinayak Deosthaii and 
ANZ Grindiays official Ram Narayan 
Popli—have also been sentenced to serve 
five yearS* rigorous imprisonment (RI), 
along with a fine of Rs 25,000 each. The 
four accused would have to undergo an 
additional year of RI if they failed to pay 
the fine. 

The sentence, however, stood 
suspended until November’^ to allow the 
convicts to appeal before the Supreme 
Court. 

JUDICIARY 

- «€ ftxos ttmo ll*H fororlorfnot . 
frlulo 

I N a major judgement aimed at speedy 
disposqm criminal cases, the Supreme 


criminal cases to prevent "the prosecution 
from becoming persecution of the persons 
arrayed in a criminal trial". No trial can 
be allowed to prolong indefinitely due to 
the lethargy of the prosecuting agency or 
the State machinery. 

However, the court noted that these 
time frames were not absolute and two 
exceptions had been enumerated. First, 
the trial courts were not obliged to close 
the prosecution evidence if toe inability 
for completion of such evidence was 
attributable to the conduct of the 
accused. 

The court had also said the period of 
stay on trials granted by higher courts 
were to be discounted from the time limit 
as well as the absence of the presiding 
officers and the consequent delays 
in trial. 

ICONOMY AND PLANNING 
Diosol prices up 40 pc 

N October 5,1999, the government 
effected a whopping 40 per cent hike 
in prices of diesel, to curb the runaway oil 
pool deficit. This would have crossed Rs 
10,000 crore for the year if no decision had 
been taken to hike the prices. The latest 
hike will bring an additional Rs 6,600 
crore, but will still leave the oil pool 
deficit to around Rs 3,400 crore for the full 
year. 1 , pi ; ' ;' 1 

As per a Cabinet dedsiort to 
November 1997, diesfl prices fowteto.be 
raised every month to keep theta at par 












• with global prices. This, however, never 
took place over the last six months, with 
the government keen to avoid any move 
which might alienate voters. In the last six 
months, global diesel prices rose 80 per 
cent, from $ 97.38 per tonne in March to 

$ 174.52 (October 4). 

Crude oil prices have also shot up 
dramatically, from $ 12.40 per barrel in 
March to S 22.23 on October 4. 

The recent hike is the ninth one since 
diesel prices were first linked to global 
ones—prices have been lowered six times, 
in line with the global prices. 

BANKINO 

Plan far revival af three banks 

HE M.S. Verma working group has 
asked Indian Bank, UCO Bank and 
Bank of India to launch a voluntary 
retirement scheme aimed at cutting 25 
per cent of their total workforce, and 
:go in for a five-year wage freeze, in 
: return for a Rs 5,500 crore 
restructuring package. 

The panel has also warned that six 
more public banks—-Allahabad Bank, 
Central Bank of India, Indian Overseas 
Bank, Punjab and Sind Bank, Union Bank 
of India and Vijaya Bank—are under 
strong distress and could become weak 
: anytime. 

The panel has also called for 
attracting young, dynamic 'war-time' 
chairmen in the three banks, with 
■ attractive incentives and dramatic changes 

• in the boards of these banks. 

: It has also called for the sale or 

: closure of the subsidiaries and foreign 
operations of these three banks. 

The core problem—that of non- 
; performing assets—is sought to be tackled 

• on a one-time basis by setting up of a 
: government-sponsored Asset 

Reconstruction Fund (ARF), capitalised at 
Rs 1,000 crore. The ARF will buy out 
NPAs and turn them over to a 


Do You Know... 

Investors from the USA an investing less 
in Indio. According to tHe data of the 
Industry Ministry, the top’fnvestore in the 
country during 1999 are. Japan, UK, 
Mauritius and South Korea. The fifth 
place is held by USA. 


professional asset management company 
in the private sector. 

An additional Rs 3,000 crore is 
sought to be pumped in by the 
government to improve capital adequacy 
and another Rs 300-400 crore toward 
technology upgradation. 

The panel has said that 
operational restructuring 
encompassing tough measures is the 
only alternative to closure of these 
banks. It has warned the government 
against picking and choosing from its 
recommendations stating that there is 
no room for half way measures or 
gradualism. The committee has 
warned against a soft approach such 
as financial restructuring stating that 
"if operational aspects are not 
attended to, long term sustainability 
cannot be ensured. 

Other changes that are sought to 
induce include operational restructuring, 
induction of information technology and 
each bank identifying a niche area for 
itself instead of trying to be an all-India 
bank. The committee has rejected mergers 
citing the failed example of New Bank of 
India with the Punjab National Bank. 
Closure has also been described as an 
extreme measure that would affect 
customers and employees. While 
privatisation is desirable, as it will 
increase accountability, it has been ruled 
out, as no private group can be expected 
to bring in the resources these banks - 
require. 

Bank illiwwl fa sat Interact rotas 
far gald deposits 

T HE Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
finally come out with model guidelines 
for the Gold Deposit Scheme. AB banks 
that are allowed to trade in gold by 
the RBI have been given permission to 
launch their respective deposit 
schemes. The main highlights of the. 
scheme are: 

■ Individuals, HUFs, trusts and 
companies can invest in the 
scheme. 

■Joint tender to be accepted; split 
certificates issued. :■/ 

■ Banks allowed to fix mteretf rajes on 
scheme. But maturity range-f&ed at 3-J 

, ymCyy • 
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■ Initial lock-in period to be decided by 
banks. 

■ Pre-mature payment/encashment tot 
allowed after initial lock-in. 

■ Rupee loans can be taken against 
collateral of gold deposit 
certificates. 

■ Banks have to maintain 25% SLR on 
liabilities under the gold scheme # 
and a minimum CRR of 3%. 

INDIA-NEPAL 

Agrca to raviaw existing 

extradition treaty ' 

HE four-day visit of India's Minister 
for External Affairs Jaswant Singh to 
the kingdom of Nepal was a very 
productive and cordial. 

Both India and Nepal agreed to 
review the existing extradition treaty 
between the two countries and to take 
appropriate steps to combat the 
menace of terrorism more effectively. 
Neither India nor Nepal would allow 
their respective territories to be used 
for "activities directed against or 
prejudicial to the security of the other 
nor would wc permit our open bordei 
to be misused by criminals and 
undesirable elements". 

A major highlight of the visit was th 
inauguration of the B.P. Koirala Institute 
of Health Sciences at Dharan, a flagship 
project of India-Nepai co-operation and < 
the Neo-Natal and Maternal Intensive 
Care Units at the Maternity Hospital in 
Kathmandu. 

The talks also led to agreements like 
formation of the Mahnkali River 
Commission, expediting field studies for 
the DPR on the Sapta Koshi High Dam 
project, upgradation and streamlining of 
co-operation in flood control and 
forecasting, including formation of , 
a task force to study the problem 
of floods in Nepal and in the 
adjoining regions of India and 
facilitation of trans-border motor vehicle 
movement 

It was also recommended that an 
India-Nepai Parliamentary Forum 
be set up to facilitate closer interaction 
between the parliamentarians of 
the two countries and to d Shared fe 
the boundaries ip a more effective 
maimer. . , ‘ 
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News 

INDOHIUA 

last Umar wMhr UN h iwi 

I NDONESIAN armed forces handed 
over military control of East Timor to 
UN troops on September 27,1999. This 
tormalh marked Indonesia's first big step 
out of the territory it has ruled for almost 
24 vears 

The control was officially handed 
o\ er to Major General Peter Cosgrove, 
chief of the UN forces in East Timor. 

Called the International force for 
peacekeeping in Fast Timor (Interfet), the 
force was authorised under Chapter 7 of 
the UN charter, which permits the use of 
military force in carrying out a mandate 
UN asked Australia to lead the force 
Although the Australia-led 
peacekeeping forces arrived quickly, it is 
not certain w hether the tragedy will end 
any time soon 

On their arrival they were confronted 
w ith the burnt-out ruins of Dilli citv At 
least 70 per cent of the capital was burnt 
to the ground, while most East Timorese 
towns have been wrecked Between 
150,000 and 200,000 East Timorese hav e 
become refugees within East Timor, 

’ fleeing to the hills or the harbour, without 
any food Thousands have beat killed 
(A/so stv Special Feature on /wgc 298) 

RUSSIA 

Air raidi aga in* C hadw y a 

T O destroy the Islamic militants who qje 
waging a war against the Russian 
republic of Dagestan, Russia started a 
senes of air raids against the breakaway 
republic of Chechnya. 

These attacks appear to be Moscow’s 

Do Yw Know... 

International Day for older persons was 
^ observed on October 1,1999. 
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response to a wave of apartment 
bombings by terrorists, that killed almost 
300 Russians. The Islamic insurgents in 
the southern republics of Dogestan and 
Chechnya were believed to be behind the 
bombings 

Russia fought a 1994-96 war to crush 
Chechnya's independence drive, but was 
forced to withdraw after its military forces 
were repeatedly humiliated. 

After the militants launched their 
offensive into Dagestan in August 1999, 
Russia renounced the Khasayurt Accords 
which ended the Chechan war m 1996. 
The agreement established a ceasefire and 
gave Chechnya de facto—but 
unrecognized—independence. 

Dagestan, unlike Chechnya, had 
signed the Federal treaty that made it a 
part of Russian Federation in 1992. 

The Chechen President, Aslan 
Mashkadov, is considered a moderate in 
politics of the region and called for an 
urgent talks with Russian President Boris 
Yehsin, but the call was rejected by 
Russia. 

Mashkadov's rival is Shamil Basavey, 
leader of the rebels and a Chechen 
warlord, who wants to create an Islamic 
superstate stretching from Black Sea, 
including the Chechen capital of Grozny, 
to die Caspian Sea. 

Meanwhile, a top Russian general 
accused the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and US of stoking 
the conflict m north Caucasus because of 
their strategic interest in the region. 

Russian authorities also claim that 
insurrection is spearheaded by Wahhbi 
school of Islam, and is backed by many 
Islamic States. 


Do You Know... 

The Daily Thanthi in Tamil heads the list 
of the top Indian newspapers of the 
country, with a readership of 94.54 
lakhs, according to Notional Readership 
Survey, 1999. It is followed by Dainik 
Jagran (Hindi) with a readership of 
92.33 lakhs and Malaysia Manorma 
(Malyalam) with a readership of 92.15 
lakhs. There is no English newspaper 
among the the top 10 newspapers. Just 
3 newspapers figure in the top 10. 



million people waty'yWJythfit I* not good news. , t w 

HydroioflWs estimate that when the amount of fresh water per person in a 
country drops below 1,700 cubic metres per year, the country is lacing waterstrese. 


to grow from467 million In 1995 to over 3 billion by 2025. 


Indies’s dlp l e iesy pays iff 

A CCORDING to analysts, Indian 
strategy on counter terrorism appears 
to be three fold. The first pole of the 
strategy is to project the danger of 
terrorism fostered by Pakistan and 
Afghanistan as the biggest danger to 
international peace. This is being done 
both at bilateral and multilateral 
forums. 

Bilaterally, India's external affairs 
minister Jaswant Singh held a meeting 
with US Secretary of State Madeline 
Albright where they agreed to join hands 
against terrorism, especially emanating 
from Taliban-controlled area of 
Afghanistan. 

Besides US, Singh had bilateral 
meetings with British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook, where both sides expressed 
concern over narco-terrorism. In addition, 
Singh secured Russia's cooperation in 
mobilising global cooperative action to 
fight cross border terrorism, as evident in 
Kashmir. 

These meetings were held at feings of 
54th session of UN General Assembly 
session. India has also supported Russian 
action against Islamic terrorists in 
Dagestan. There is a new dynamism in 
place of the old reactive stance that India 
had towards Afghanistan. The key to Hus 
dynamism is that even Islamic countries 
of Central Asia are nervous about the 
Taliban brand of terrorism. 

In Hie multilateral forum, India has 
equally pushed its aggressive counter 
terrorism strategy. 

In Hie Conference for Interaction and 
Confidence Building Measures jn Asia 
(QCA) held at Almaty, Kazakhstan, 
JaSwant Singh v/ak blunt on the thseat 


posed in Asia by the unchecked flow of 
trained fanatics with sophisticated 
weapons. 

In recent times, south, central and 
west Asia regions have been plagued by 
ethnic and territorial conflicts, drug 
trading and terrorism. * 

Kyrgystan is battling members of 
radical Islamist groups which are gaining 
popularity in Central Asia. 

Afghanistan is tom by civil war, 
Tajikistan remains volatile after years of 
violence, and India and Pakistan recently 
clashed in Kashmir after testing nuclear 
weapons m 1998. 

The CICA forum was first proposed 
by Kazakhstan's President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev in 1992. The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) and United Nations were present 
as observers. 

The second poie of India's strategy is 
to work towards an alliances of 
democracies that can pressure renegade 
states through tools such as economic 
sanctions and arms embargo. 

The last pole of the strategy, which 
can come only after the first two phases 
are successful, is the Indian hope of 
entering into bilateral extradition treaties 
and intelligence exchange. 

Meanwhile, India signed the 
Intemarional Convention on suppression 
of Terrorist bombings, 1997, which 
requires States to either prosecute or 
extradite those accused of terrorist 
bombings within their territory. The 
convention had been adopted by a 
General Resolution on December 
15,1997. 

The Convention defines the offerwe 
of "terrorist bombing" as wbWMLpcreon 
unlawfully and ntterttfopally ddiyore. 












places, discharges or detonates a bomb 
1 explosive into or against a place of public 
use, a State or government facility, a 
public transportation system or an 
infrastructure facility with the intent to 
cause death or serious injury or 
destruction of such a place. India is the 
eighth country to ratify the convention 
which will come into force when 22 States 
have ratified it. 
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IMP Mtaf MU a racard la '9I-99 
■MiG International Monetary Fund 
■ loaned its member States a record 
$ 30.5 billion in the financial year that 
ended April 30,1999, but now believes'the 
worst of the world's economic problems 
are over. 

The IMF's annual report said Brazil 
was the largest single borrower in 1998-99, 
taking up $ 9.7 billion as its economy 
buckled under the strain of foe world 
financial crisis. 

Russia was also a big borrower, 
receiving $ 5.6 billion from the IMF. 

However, the crisis which led to the 
massive borrowing had passed its peak 
but there are still problems, especially in 
Ecuador and Indonesia. Russia, which 
reneged on foe terms of a string of loan 
programmes with foe IMF, was doing 
better than expected. 

The IMF has played a key role in 
international efforts to resolve the 
financial crisis, which started in Thailand 
in July 1997 and spread relentlessly 
around the world. Its $ 27.3 billion in 
lending for 1997-98 had also been a 
record. 

At foe peak of the crisis, toward the 
end of 1998, Central banks cut interest 
rates to restore confidence and keep 
liquidity from drying up, but the US 
Federal Reserve has since reversed two of 
last year's three interest rate hikes.' - 

The report says that foe lessons from 
foe crisis included the need to strengthen 
a fragile world financial system and to 
provide more transparency at foe IMF and 
in member countries. 


fata Kimu 
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iNcnwi - uoy was oosvfwci on 
September 5,1999. 
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A digital dock starts the count-down to foe 2000 mttannlum day at foe Tokyo Disneyland 
in Urayasu, suburban Tokyo on foe 100th day before foe end ot the year, 23 September 
1998. 


Moreover, overdue debts to foe IMF 
have risen sharply since last year, raising 
questions about why foe fund pushed 
ahead with loans to countries which 
cannot afford to pay. 


A FTER over 50 years Of seeking to 
reduce poverty and disease and 
educate the poor, foe World Bank 


admitted that many of its past policies! 
were misguided and it needed help to 
succeed in the future. 

The bank's annual World 
Development Report painted a bleak ; 
picture of a developing world which has 
fallen even further behind rich nations \ 
despite foe efforts by foe World Bank a|d 
others to make foe world a betterplacet 
live. [ 

It also said that in many ways the ’ 
bank had failed in its mission to improve 





conditions of poverty, disease and poor 
education in the developing world and 
admitted that it can not cany the burden 
alone if its ideas are to work. 

Simple solutions—investments in 
physical and human capital, for instance, 
and unfettered marketfr—will not work in 
isolation. Governments, the private sector, 
civil society, and donor organisations need 
to work together in support of broad- 
based development. 

The bank attributed much of its past 
problems to seeking out a "magic bullet" 
which would solve the woes of the 
world's poor. It also said "trickle-down 
economics"—the practice of cutting 
taxes for the rich hoping it would benefit 
the poorer in society—does not work. 

But, whatever policies were used 
over the past 50 years, one thing is certain: 
poverty continues to rise. Today 1.5 billion 
people live on an income of less than $ 1 a 
day, up from 1.2 billion people m 1987. 
The report forecast the numbers living at 
that lowest of incomes would reach 1.9 
billion by 2015. 

The gap between rich and poor has also 
widened. Between 1970 and 1985 the average 
per capita income for the world's poorest 
countries dropped from 3.1 per cent of incomes 
in rich countries to just 1.9 per cent. 

••I* dam* IMP |tM sal* plan 
■■HE Group of Seven industrialised 
I countries (G-7) has finalised a 
mechanism for the IMF to sell about one- 
tenth of its gold reserves to Central banks 
and not on the open market as part of a 
global initiative to finance debt relief to 36 
of the poorest countries. 

The gold sale plan envisaged the sale 
of 14 million ounces of yellow metal from 
the IMF reserves only to Central banks 
and not in the open market to avoid crash 


Do You Know.. 

The World Investment Report for 1999 of 
the United Nations Council for Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) says that 
the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) to 
tndia fell sharply by $1 bilNon to $2.3 
billion in 1998. The government had 
targeted a FDI flow of $10 billion annu¬ 
ally. 


in gold prices. The IMF gold sale is 
expected to be worth $ 3 billion to meet its 
share in the estimated $ 20 billion debt 
relief to the world's poorest countries in 
the immediate future. 

The IMF gold sale was one of the key 
components in the historic "Cologne debt 
initiative" launched at die annual G-7 
summit in June 1999, to ease the crushing 
debt burdens of the 36 poorest countries. 
The G-7 leaders had derided to waive in 
an all estimated $ 70 billion worth of debt 
held by the poorest countries to ease their 
crushing debt burdens. 

ICONOMIC MOWS 
0-20 laimdi h Docombtr 

NDIA, as one of the economically 
significant nations of the world, has 
accepted membership of the G-20 to be 
launched in Berlin in December, 1999. 

According to Finance Minister 
Yashwant Sinha, India is very happy to be 
in the G-20 because it is based on the 
recognition that India has an increasing 
global role and is an important country in 
the global economy. 

The group would help in facilitating 
greater interaction between developing 
and developed nations, but it would not 
be a parallel body to the Bretton Woods 
Institutions. The G-20 will play an 
important role in the evolution of the new 
financial structure. 

The G-20 is a successor to the Willard 
Group which had 33 members, including 
India. It was organised by the US and 
other G-7 nations (US, Japan, Germany, 
Britain, France, Italy and Canada) a 
couple of years ago. 

G-20 deputies will meet in November 
before the ministers meet in December in 
Berlin under leadership of Canada. 

UN 

India slaw bM for graator r*l* In 
conflict ar*a> 

HE Security Council has endorsed a 
report by UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan containing 40 proposals to 
strengthen the UN's capacity to protect 
civilians in times of wan 

The Council unanimously adopted a 
resolution, number 1265, in which it 
derided to set up a "mechanism to review 
further die recommendations" in Annan's 




by April 2000. Canada, the main sponsor 
of the resolution, described the timing as 
"brilliant" because it hopes to assume the * 
rotating presidency of the Council in April 
2000. 

India, however, differed, terming the 
recommendations violative of the UN 
Charter and nations' sovereignty. India 
strongly criticised the recommendations, 
saying the Security Council would then 
enter areas beyond its mandate and 
transgress on the powers of other organs 
of the world body as also sovereignty of 
nations. 

India ambassador to UN Kamalesh 
Sharma, stressed that measures to counter 
illegalities must themselves enjoy 
complete legality. The sufferings of 
civilians caught m conflicts, is a emotional 
issuer but the solutions must be 
"pragmatic and dispassionate." 

POPULATION 
Day af six billion 

A CCORDING to the UN report on the 
state of the World Population released 
by UNFPA (United Nations Population 
Fund), on October 12,1999, the world's 
population will touch six billion. Of these, 
close to one billion would be Indians. 

The report cautions that the eventual 
lack of water for irrigation could cut 
India's grain production by 25 per cent. It 
warns that in sub-Saharan Africa and 
parts of the Indian subcontinent, which 
together contain about a third of the 
world's population, aquifers are getting 
depleted and so is the per capita crop land. 

The report paints a grim scenario of 
depleting resources in developing 
countries, where most of the population 
increase is taking place. This means 
greater pressure on the meagre resources 
of food, cultivable land and provisions for 
health and nutrition. 

On the positive side, the report 
observes that the overall annual rates of 
population growth have slowed horn 2.4 
to 1.8 per cent since 1969. The UNFPA 
estimates that these rates dtould fall 
gradually in the next 20 years, and more 
rapidly thereafter. 


►ERMAN Chancellor Gerhard 
FSchroeder's social Democratic Party 
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INTERNATIONAL 


has lost elections in two States of 
Brandenburg and Sarland. 
j) This has also paved the way for an 
extreme right neo-Nazi party, Deutsche 
Volks Union (DKU), to enter the 
Brandenburg parliament for the 
first time. 

The success of DKU, which is run by 
Bavarian publisher Gerhard Fray has 
rung alarm bells for the mainstream 
parties. 

The success of DKU came amid rise 
in support for the far right parties because 
of high unemployment and bleak 
economic prospects in much of eastern 
Germany, nearly ten years after 
reunification. 

There has been increasing 
disillusionment with Schroeder’s 
ambitious policies of tough austerity in 
the planned 15 billion dollar cut in the 
government spending. 


to provide boats and planes to all those 
members of the disapora who wish to 
return to Africa. 

Earlier, US had to pay compensation 
to Japanese-Americans who were interned 
unjustly during the 2nd world war. Native 
Americans have won cases against the US 
and the Canadian governments over the 
past seizure of their lands. 

The commission has claimed that its 
demand is reasonable, based on the 
number of slaves taken from Africa— 
about 12 million went to the Americas and 
perhaps twice as many to North Africa 
and Middle East—and on the mineral 
wealth that was exploited by foreign 
powers. 

It is unlikely that US $ 777 trillion 
will ever be given. But even if the African 
nations come away with nothing, the 
exercise will have reminded the West of 
how its prosperity was earned. 


1 AFRICA 

Slavery paaal asks far 
caatpaasatioa 

HE African World Reparations Truth 
Commission, which met in Ghana's 


SUMMITS 
APIC Summit 

HE Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit was held in Aukland 
in New Zealand, where heads of States 




capital Accra for its first conference, has 
demanded US $ 77 thousand billion ($ 777 
trillion) from the West in compensation 
for enslavement of Africans. 

The commission, consisting of 
intellectuals from African countries, 
African Americans and other members of 
the Africa dispora, is targetting all those 
nations of Western Europe and 
Americans, as well as institutions, that 
* participated in an benefited from the 
slave trade and colonialism. 


and senior representatives from 21 
economies, accounting for nearly half the 
world's trade and $ 16 trillion in output, 
participated. 

The summit stressed on financial 
sector reforms to increase competition and 
prosperity. It hailed Asia's recovery 
from the economic slump of the past 
two years, but stressed the need to 
boost market transparency and 
regulation. 

APEC leaders also agreed to a four 


Chief among its targets are Britain, 
France, Belgium, Italy, Holland, Portugal, 
Spain and the United States. It wants the 
bill settled within five years. In addition, 
it wards all African international debts - 
cancelled and for the Western colonisers 


Do Ym Know... 

Ladakh Scouts have become the first 
ever regiment of the Indian army to be 
awarded the chief of Army Staff banner 
in acknowledgement of their valour dis¬ 
played during Operation Vljoy to drive 
out Palddani intruders from KorgU in 
Kadtmir. 


point pian that should be the basis of 
global free trade talks due to start in 
Seattle in November, 1999 under the 
auspices of World Trade Organization 
(WTO). 

■ Comprehensive market access 
negotiations on industrial tariffs in 
addition to the already mandated 
negotiations on services and 
agriculture. 

■ Talks should lead to timely and 
effective improvements in markets 
access to the benefit of atl participating 
economic 

M Ihlks should have a "broad based 
and balanced' agenda and be 
* concluded Within 3 years as the single 


package. 

■ The negotiations should seek the 
abolition of agricultural export 
subsidies and unjustifiable export 
barriers. 

MIDDU IAST 

Israel transfers 7 par coat Wast 
Book 

I SRAEL transferres 7 per cent of West 
Bank to Palestinian administrative or 
civil control. 

This was the first phase handover of 
West Bank land which was negotiated in a 
breakthrough deal signed by Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arnfat. The new deal is the 
revised version of Wye River accord, 
which was frozen by Barak's 
Right wing predecessor Benjamin 
Nitanyahu. 

The deal provides seif rule in an 
additional 11 per cent of the West Bank, 
provides for release of 350 Palestinian 
prisoners in two batches and sets a 
September 2000 target for reaching final 
peace. 

The handover which has been 
effected does not require Israeli troop 
redeployment. Also, Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank will not be directly affected 
by the handover since Israel, for now,, 
retains overall control over security in the 
areas transferred. 

IOYPT 

Mubarak ra»alactad 

E GYPTIAN President Hosni Mubarak 
was re-elected for a fourth consecutive 
six year term to lead his country into the 
next millennium. 

Mr Mubarak was the only candidate 
in the referendum in which some 24 
million voters were asked to say 
whether they wanted him to continue ■ 
in office. ) 

Mubarak, a leading voice in the Arab 
world and a prominent leader of non- 
aligned movement, has been at the 
helm of affairs in Egypt since his 
predecessor Anwar Sadat was 
assassinated by militants in October 
1981. i 

Mubarak is credited witjh stabilising > 
the country's economy, and recently , 

brokered the Sharm ai Sheikh accord 
between Palestine and Israel. 
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GAMES 




T he 8th SAF 
Games were 
opened m 
Kathmandu on 
September 25,1999 
by King Birendra 
Bir Bikram with a 
colourful opening 
oeremonv A total of 
1069 athletes from 7 
participating 
countries competed tor 532 medals in 12 
events On October 4, 'Hiun Kancha', the 
mascot of the games bade a emotional 
farewell as the curtains came down The 
SAF torch was handed over to Pakistan 
which would host the 2001 Games at 
Peshawar 

India dominated the games with 102 
Gold, 58 Silver and 37 Bronze medals 
They were followed by Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan, in that order 


T he All Africa Games were opened by 
South African President Thabo Mbeiki 
in Johannesburg on September 11,1999 
Over 5,000 athletes in 18 sports took part 
South Africa proved themselves the best 
sporting nabon in Africa as they topped 
the medal tally 


CftICKST 


W est Indies beat India by 4 wickets in 
the replayed final to lift the trophy 

DMC Cep 

Tndia beat West Indies by 88 runs to seal 
Athe three-match one-day senes 2-1 to 
claim the DMC Cup played at Toronto. 

In the second part of DMC Cup, 
Pakistan beat West Indies 3-0 to lift die 
trophy 

bwrffraphy 

T amil Nadu beat Ranji champions 
Karnataka by 60 runs to lift the trophy 
The match was played at Bangalore. 



fri laaka-Awtrelki Tm 4 to rt— 

S n Lanka tasted their first ever Test 
victory over Australia with a 6-wicket 
win in the first test played at Kandy The 
other two matches ended in draw because 
of ram, thus giving Sn Lanka their first 
ever senes win 

LG Cup 

S outh Afnca beat India by 26 runs to 
win the LG Cup quadrangular one-day 
tournament held at Nairobi The other two 
participant teams were Kenya and 
Zimbabwe 

FOOTBALL 

iwrara vvp 

G overnment Boys High Secondary 
School (Shillong) lifted foe Cup, 
beabng former champions Sukantnagar 
Vidyamketan (Calcutta) 1-0 in the match 
held at New Delhi 

GOLF 

Wamam'c MhrM fhGMGlBGEfch 
VIvHVBI vVVrni GINHHpVGGMIlp 

P ak Se-Ri of South Korea beat 

Australian Kame Webb to wm the btle 

Ryder Cup 

J usbn Leonard helped the US win die 
Ryder Cup played at Brookline 16 



Indian race driver Narain Karthi- 
keyan Karthikeyan, whose father 
was a rally driver, hopes to become 
the first Indian to race on Formula 
One circuits Auto racing is at the 
moment almost nonexistent in India 


players won eight singles matches and 
halved another to beat Europe 

SOUASM 


E gypt beat Wales 3-0 to wm the 

championship The championship was 
held at Cairo, Egypt 

TENNIS 

rtlirniVI wrtP™ 

T he US team led by world number two 
Lindsay Davenport recaptured the 
Federabon Cup by beabng Russia In die 
finals 


Tennis: US OPEN, 1999 














Current General Knowledge 





iMwl Prin for LHorotvro, 1999 

German novelist Gunter Grass is the 
winner of the 1999 Nobel Prize for 
literature. 

The academy said in its citation that 
it had awarded the prize to Grass, "whose 
frolicsome blade fables portray die forgotten 
face of history". Grass came to fame with his 
novel 'The tin drum', later made into a film, 
which in a fantastic but humorous style draws 
on his childhood in what was then the German 
city of Danzig, but is now die Polish port of 
Gdansk. 

Magsoysoy Awards, 1999 

For government service: Tasneem 
Ahmed Siddiqui, Pakistan. 

For public service'. Rosa Rosal, 

Philippines. 

For community leadership: Angela , . , . , 

Gomes, Bangladesh. Asami Kortyama, employee of Japan 

For journalism, literature and creative lhe s ™i ,68t di 9 ita J. 81 

arts: Lin Hwai-Min, Taiwan and Raul ^2mm x 53.5mm x 16.6mm wh,ch < 

Locsin, Philippines. 32MB Multi Med,a Card 

Pune and Deb Shankar Ray of Indian 

Bhataafar Award*, 1999 Association for the Cultivation of Science, 

Biological sciences: Siddhartha Roy Calcutta, 

of Bose Institute, Calcutta and V. Nagaraja Engineering sciences: R. Narasimhan 

of Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. of Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

Chemical sciences: Ganesh Prasad Mathematical sciences: Rajeeva 

Pandey of National Chemical Laboratory, Laxman Karandikar of Indian Statistical 

Chandra Observatory pictures Crab Nebula 

It was just another day in the year 1054. A daz¬ 
zling light ten billion times more energetic than 
that of the Sun bunt Into the daytime heavens. 
Although so ter away that it seemed a mere 
pinpoint, Chinese astronomers reported that 
the new heavenly jewel outshone ad the stars 
vlajbto in the aty Its Intense glow ruled the sky 
lor months. Ybu could READ by its fiery light. 
For several hundred days, the star was visible 
during tfie day, slowly,, slowly fading toward the 
obscurity from which it emerged. The Crab 

rteberfa hud just been created. 

Almost one thousand years later, the Crab Nebula stilt glows, and informs us 
ofitstescteateigstpiy . 

At the close of its axtetence, this starrscyetes itself into the fabric of our 
universe, it simply iKpidtfes, rx* ^ ad do other less massive 

state,but from the very oore of its oerftral Are. We are s»W witnessing this 
expioiicin. TOfX) years afterttooourtsd;Vbe^ made. It 

W nebula teaeter that flght takas mote 

than 6000years to reach flseearth. 




Asami Koriyama, employee of Japan’s electronic device maker 10 DATA shows 
off the smallest MP3 digital audio player Hyper Hyde, measuring 
47.2mm x 53.5mm x 16.6mm, which enables to record 66 minutes sound with a 
32MB Multi Media Card (MMC). 


Institute, Bangalore. 

Medical sciences: Dr Chintalagiri 
Mohanrao of Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology, Hyderabad. 

Physical sciences: E.V. 
Sampathkumaran and Sunil Mukhi of 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 
Mumbai. 

BM Blrfa Science Award, 1997 

Biology: Anil Grover. Physics: Mohit 
Randeria and Madan Rao. Mathematics: 
T.N. Venkataramana. Chemistry: Pratim 
Kumar Chatterjee and Santanu 
Bhattacharya. 

CSIK Yoonf Scientist Award, 1999 

Alok Dhawan of Industrial Toxicology 
Research Centre, Lucknow; Suman 
Kumari Mishra of National Metallurgical 
Laboratory, Jamshedpur; K. Yamuna Rani 
of Indian Institute of Chemical 
Technology. Hyderabad. * 

Oojanonl Merit Award, 1999 

Space scientist U.R. Sap is the recipient of 
the award. 


Literacy Awards 

Solapur and Satara in Mahrashtra, Jalore 
in Rajasthan and Dhanbad in Bihar have 
been chosen as literacy districts by the 
National Literacy Mission and have been 
awarded the Satyen Maitra Memorial 
National Awards for literacy for 1998-99. 

Lota Maafoshkar Awanl, 1999 

Playback singer Asha Bhosie is the 
recipient of the Lata Mangeshkar Award 
for 1999 for her contribution in the field of 
music. 

AVIATION 

Sahara Airlines lahredaces 
••HcfcaHag 

Sahara Airlines became the first domestic 
airline to introduce electronic-ticketing for 
passengers allowing them to book their 
tickets, seat numbers and select their 
Choice of meal on the internet. 

The airline is also looking at home 
delivery of tickets as well, once the 
domestic passengers in India are allowed 
to buy tickets on the net by using credit 
cards. 

Passengers having only hand luggage 
and who have already booked their tickets 
will be able to do an internet check-in, just 
like the present tele-check-in being offered 
by all domestic airlines 

BOOKS 

Hm Tla Draw, Cal aad Mora, 

Dag Years 

Written by German novelist Gunter Grass, 
this year's Nobel prize winner for 
literature, these novels are known as The 
Danzig Triology and capture the rise of 
Nazism, the horrors of war and the guilt 
that lingered in the aftermath of Adolf 
Hitler's regime. 

DavaUpoMo! as Proadoas 

The new book by Nobel laureate Amartya 
Sen is a discussion about how economies 
grow and how people can benefit from 
that growth. 


liJTTTZIi 


YSKOMmH Pidora 

At midnight on New Year's Eve in New 
Zealand, an extraordinary UN-backed 
emergency watch will kick off on the 
Internet to keep tabs on how the world is 
faring as it enters the year 2000. 


Greenwich Mean Time will be 13 
hours behind; the east coast of the United 
States 17 hours. That lag could help others 
deal with any Y2K-related failures that 
pop up in New Zealand, the first 
industrialised country to enter the new 
century. 

The real-time, comprehensive Web- 
based view of the Y2K problem—and any 
havoc it may be wreaking on essential 
services anywhere—is the work of a 
World Bank-funded outfit known as the 
International Y2K Cooperation Centre. 

Using a standardised reporting 
format, the centre plans to collect data 
from 170 or more national Y2K 
coordinators. Its Web site, 
http:/www.iy2kcc.org, will flash colour- 
coded indicators on everything from 
eneigy and communications to financial 
services, government services and air, 
land and sea transport. 

EDUCATION 

log loaorlag dsjrss on tha 
later ml 

Engineering graduates can now get a 
master's degree sitting at home and 
accessing the Worldwide Web site 
launched by the Anna University of Tamil 
Nadu in collaboration with a Pune-based 
software company. 

Thousands of teachers, professionals 
and students are expected to register for 
the web-based Master of Engineering 
(ME) course of the university. 

The two-year course will require an 
outlay of around Rs 1,20,000. The degree 
would be helpful for NRI students since 
the costs are considerably cheaper. 
Students will only have to appear in 
person for the final examination at the 
Anna University. The Web course has 
been recognised by the All India Council 
of Technical Education, New Delhi. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Kalga-ll fc i aaa crMkal 

In a significant achievement, India now 
has its first-ever computer operated 
nuclear power reactor—which will supply 
electricity to die southern grid comprising 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Goa, 

Itvis die 11th midear power reactor in 
India. But unlike the earlier reactors, 
Kaiga-II has a centralised computer 



control room. It will provide full 
information to the engineers regarding the£ 
status of the plant so as to enable them to 
operate the plant efficiently and 
effectively. 

Having a capacity of 220 MW, Kaiga- 
II has been built at a cost of Rs 2,8% crore. 
The reactor has been made more effective 
by adapting to a new the simple design. It 
uses natural uranium as fuel and heavy 
water as a moderator and coolant. It is 
completely indigenous, a matter of pride 
for the nation. 

PERSONS 

Gorbachov, Raisa 

Wife of former Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the former first lady of Russia 
died in West Germany on September 20, 

1999. Married in 1953, she became a 
lecturer at Moscow University when her 
husband returned to Moscow as a rising 
communist party official. f 

Gran, Gooter 

Winner of this year's Nobel Prize for 
literature, Gunter Grass has been 
described as an apostle of enlightenment 
in an era that has grown tired of reason. 

Bom in 1927 of Polish-German parents, he 
has written several books and has 
frequently provoked controversy 

PLACES 

IMpal 

The capital of Taiwan, which was the 
scene of an earthquake that killed 1500 
people. Over one lakh people were left t 
homeless. 


tefcahoora 

The scene of the nuclear accident in Japan 
in which three workers were exposed to 
radiation. 


PROJECTS 

AHo raatlra Road te Kargll 

The Border Roads Organisation hot, 
started construction of ft 62-km road 
between Dress and Kargil via Sankoo 
as an alternative to National 
Highway No. 1A, which was heavily 


Kargil conflict » 

The new road is expected to be ready ^ 
by 2001 . the alternative highway, running 
through Omballa Pass and Sartkod, will 




link Leh also. Though the length of the 
j new highway between Kargil and Leh 
will be longer than the existing NH1 A, it 
will be totally safe from attacks by the 
Pakistani army. 

RESEARCH 

Oodgot to traaskrto scripts 

A hi-tech gadget which scans printed 
characters of two of the most popular 
Indian scripts Bengali and Devnagiri, 
corrects all errors and automatically 
translates the written text into 
speech, has been developed by 
scientists. 

it is the first bi-script, bilingual 
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 
system of its kind to be developed in the 
country. Envisioned by a team of four 
computer scientists headed by Dr 
Umapada Pal of the Indian Statistical 
Institute, the OCR is expected to be of 
immense help for the blind, who can now 
'hear' any printed text in these two 
languages. 

The system is expected to be cleared 
by June 2000 and will be commercialised 
after that. 

SPACE 

Mara Cthoato OrbHar Destroyed 

An unnoticed navigation error has sent 
the $ 900-million Mars Climate Orbiter 
probe to a fiery end above the red planet. 
The probe was probably destroyed when 
it was went too close to the red planet— 
an embarrassing error for an agency that 
prides itself in providing navigational 
precision. 

The MCO is just the latest in a string 
of failed missing from Earth to the red 
planet: 20 of 32 probes to Mars, from the 
United States, Russia and Japan, have 
failed. Ten, however, succeeded, including 
the Mars Global Surveyor, currently .in 
orbit around Mars. Itao are still on their 
way. 

MISCELLANY 

WO to ««• op spaca ommmms 

The National Council of Science 
Museums (NCSM) will set up a series 
of hi-tech 'space museums' throughout 
the country in collaboration with the 
k Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). 

The museum chain, whose blueprint 


is being finalised by NCSM, is proposed 
to be set up in phases in the four metro 
cities and all State capitals. The museums 
will serve as centres for inculcating 
scientific temper among the masses by 
answering alt their queries on space 
sciences and astronomy. 

The exciting world of astronauts, 
history of space, flight in space and air, 
launching systems, capability fuels, 
mission controls and working of 
communication and remote 
sensing satellites will be explained with 
the help of sophisticated hands-on 
exhibits. 

A common section in ail these 
musums will be devoted to the Indian 
contribution to space science over the 
ages, which has made tremendous 
progress in recent years. 

The ISRO proposal came during the 
inauguration of the country's first space 
gallery at Visversvaraya Industrial and 
Technological Museum, Bangalore, in 
June, 1999. 

A Now Compotor Vim 

A new computer virus has been identified 
that infects Microsoft Word documents 
and threatens to wipe out computer hard 
drives on December 13. The threat has 
been caught early enough to prevent its 
widescaie spread. 

The “Thursday" virus, as it has 
been nicknamed, has the potential to 
destroy information stored on hard 
disks on computers running Microsoft 
Corp's Word 97 word processing 
progamme. 

Several anti-virus companies are 
offering free programmes that will detect 
and remove the Thursday virus. 

nm www to |ola Msr cha ut 
Navy 

22-year old Sonika Joshi has created 
history by being among the first three 
Indian women to have joined the 
Merchant Navy. 

After completing her Bachelor of 
Nautical Science from Bombay 
University, deck cadet Sonika was hired 
by the US company, Mobil, 
and has already spent two months as 
part of the Swoon's crew, shuttling 
between Singapore and Australian 
ports. 


Rkkast lufRoa* la Aa i a rlca 

Three American entrepreneurs of Indian 
origin have achieved billionaire status, 
according to Forbes magazine. In the 
publication's annual listing of 
the richest Americans, six Indian 
Americans made the list of the top 400 in 
wealth. 

Rajendra Singh, 45, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Telecom 
Ventures, which owns a major stake in 
Vienna (Virgmia)-based Teligent, was the 
highest ranked Indian American. 

He was about halfway down the list 
with a net worth estimated at $ 1.1 billion. 
Teligent, which is publicly-traded, 
is a high-speed data service company. 
Singh was followed two places later by 
Sanjiv Sidhu, the co-founder and 
chief executive of Irving (Texas)-based 12 
Technologies. The 42-year-old Sidhu 
has a net worth of about $ 1.1 billion. His 
company, founded in 1988, makes 
supply chain management 
software. 

The richest Indian American in 
California and in third place among 
Indian Americans in the US was Vinod 
Khosla, partner in the Silicon Valley 
venture capital firm of Kleiner Perkins 
Caulfield & Byers. Khosla, 44, was given a 
$ 1 billion valuation 

Top British Filma la History 

Richard Attenborough's Gandhi and 
Shekhar Kapoor's Elizabeth have made it 
to a British list of top 100 films of this 
century 

The Third Man (1949) by Carol Reed 
tops the list followed by David Lean's 
Brief Encounter (1945) and Lawrence of 
Arabia (1962), Alfred Hitchcock's The 39 
Steps (1935) and Lean's 1946 film Great 
Expectations. 

Elizabeth, released in 1999 became 
eligible because the BF1 found it 
"culturally British" besides being 
produced by a British company, 'Working 
Title.' 

Other films in the top ten (from five 
to ten in that order) are Kind HeaHs and 
Coronets (1946) by R. Hamer Kes (1969) by 
Ken Loach, Vie Red Shoes (1948) by 
Michael Powell and Emetic 
Pressburger, Don't look now (1973) by 
Nicholas Roeg and Thrmspofh'ng (1996) by 
Danny Boyle. 
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WHO'S U I I' i 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed, Elected Etc 

M.C. Muthiah: He has been 
elected president of the Indian cricket 
board. 

Kapil Dev. He has been appointed as 
the national coach for the Indian cricket 
team. 

G.P. Goenka: Chairman of the Duncan 
group, he has been elected as president of 
FICC1. 


Died 

Raisa Gorbachev: Wife of the last Soviet 
President, Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Hasrat jaipuri: Renowned lyricist of 
the Hindi cinema. 

George C. Scott: The famous actor who 
refused Oscars for his performances in 
Patton and Dr Strangelove. 

Akio Morita: Co-founder of Sony 
Corporation and the man who gave the 
world the walkmn. He was 78. 


EVENTS 


SEPTEMBER 


8— At least 50 people are killed as an 
earthquake rocks Athens. 

9— A powerful bomb explosion rips 
through a nine-storey building m 
Moscow killing at least 20 people. 

11—A 56% turnout is reported in the 
second phase of polling for the Lok 
Sabha elections. 

15—A powerful bomb destroys a Moscow 
housing block, killing over 45 people. 

18—Poll violence in Bihar claims 31 lives, 
including those of 21 policemen, as 
Naxalites explode landmines. 

21--More than 1000 people are killed and 
nearly 3,500 injured as an earthquake 
rocks iaiwan. Over 1 lakh people are 
left homeless. 

25™ Two State ministers are arrested and 
five persons are killed in Bihar 
during the fourth round of Lok 
Sabha elections. 

27—International peace keepers assume 
control of East Timor. 

30—An accident at a nuclear fuel facility 
in Tokaimura in Japan exposes three 
workers to radiation and prompts 
evacuation of the neighbouring 
areas. 

OCTOBER 

l—Celebrations to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of 
Communist China begin in Beijing. 

—Campaigning for the fifth and final 
phase of the elections ends. 


2—A seize of the Myanmar Embassy in 
Bangkok ends dramatically as the 
group of five heavily armed attackers 
release ts9 hostages and escapes by 
helicopter to the Thai-Myanmar 
border. 

4—One person is killed and 14 injured in 
Anantnag in poll-related violence, 
while two deaths are reported from 
West Bengal. 

—Security forces in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) fire teargas shells and 
resort to lathi-charge to thwart an 
attempt by the JKLF to cross the Line 
of Control 

8—The BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) wires a majority in the 
13th Lok Sabha elections. 


' 4 ~ A > *9% * 1 - * 

ELECTIONS 1999 


Stem* Mustafa: The political 
etftor of Asian Age, who has won the 
Pram Bhatta award lor excellence in 
political reporting. 

Soars) Paul: The NRI business 
magnate, who has been appointed 
Chancellor of the University of 
Wolverhampton In Britain. 

Mano) Shyamalan: The Indian 
director of the Hollywood movie, The 
Sixth Sense, which has become a hit 
in the US. 

Reetu Verma: The 22 year j 
designer who has won the Swaranjali 
’99 award instituted by the World Gold 
Council. 

Susie Maroney: The Australian 
swimmer who has become the first 
person to swim from Jamaica to Cuba. 

Tlgar Woods: World golfer 
number 1, who has become the 
richest product endorser in sports, 
with a new five-year clothing 
endorsement deal worth $ 90 million. 

Mettts Norwood: The 87-year old 
great grandmother of England, who has 
been revealed to be the longest serving 
and most successful Soviet spy in 
Britain. She passed on information to 
the KGB for over 40 years. 

Balchung Bhutia: First football 
player from India to be signed by a 
European dub, Bury. 


CTIONS 1999 Result 

Total Seats: 543 Elections held: 537 

KC 


Others 

CPM 

CPI 

A1FB 

RSP 

CPiMLAl 

NCP 

JO(S) 


BJP * Allies 

BJP 

182 

Shiv Sena 

15 

JD(U) 

20 

SAD 

2 

TDP 

27 

THnamool 

8 

BJO 

10 

NC 

4 

PMK 

fi 

DMK 

11-, 

MDMK 

4* 

Haryana Vitae 

1 

Lok Dal 

5 

Loktantrik Congren 

1 

Others 

2 

Total 

298 

Congress ft Atttea 

Com 

113 

RJP 

7 

AIOMK 

10 
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Pop exited Cir 

I iixk.iL tkis opportunity -ft) fArxnA jtfur Msfifw ftOK fir prwwtwp rfct excellent 
coo^cbm^ f sr MCA ft I opros deepest ti tuo(e -to ixll experienced 
t>W dedicated tutors J*-ose const <xnt efforts and encourcx^tMent 
inspired Me to deliver My best 

I tMt Jrw/ fo inf or m you tkcxt J b<xoe ^at PWc 1 m JM/M'MCA'ft Restates 
tkisl bare qualified Rtt-MCA ('bcxnk 1ti), t(P AACA1 4fl, RAMCA 
HU sA KMMCA (1W m) MP-MCA (1W ni) 

1 m dly accept My heartiest tbixnks for your valuable contribution in 
My success 

I Msb 3u>tfftxv' success to (xll ixspirants 
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GRADUATES - HERE IS YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY - 


fXBANKP.O. RECRUITMENT 

We can help you to become a BANK P. 0. 



Banking: 

A Rewarding Career 


>, Our Professional 
'Commitment: 


Success Earned 
is Success Deservet 


Nearly 1000 Probationary Officers We coach In regular Our offices are located T pgJgy 

are recruited every year by Banks ' n»T classes In Maharashtra, Goa, '> I in Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
In India. This avenue of direct recruitment Gu/arat, Karnataka, T.N., Andhra Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
as Probationary Officers in Banks offers a Pradesh, Kerala, Bihar, West Bengal, Bihar, West Bengal, U.P..M.P., Rajasthan 
promising career for bright young people u.P., M.P., Rajasthan, Orissa and by and Orissa but our successes have 
today. Any graduate between 21 and 30 POSTAL TUITION throughout India for been noted across the country. Help 
years can apply for the post. The job brings objective and descriptive tests of PO and recognition have come from 
a handsome remuneration, security of axams 4 // subjects - (1) Reasoning everywhere and in abundance. Test 
service and /ob satisfaction. The work fi 0 gj Ca i t verbal, non-verbal) (2) after test, literally hundreds of our 
LAni' C R»nk* tin* Quantitative Aptitude (3) General students join the 19 Nationalised Banks, 

f Awareness and Current Affairs (4) State Bank, Associate Banks, LIC, 
offer thJ opportunity and the challenge to English Language (5) Descriptive tests G!C RBI as Officers The subjects, 
participate In shaping our nation's future comprising comprehension, analysis syllabus, pattern of tests and examining 
And since liberalisation of the Indian and expression of views on any given body (IBPS) for all these exams 
economy In 1991, Banking Industry has situation are covered exhaustively, are same. Naturally, we have a single 
come face-to-face with multl-dlmenslonal Specialised practice books on all common BANK RECRUITMENT 
challenges and opportunities. The new subjects covering thousands of typical PROBATIONARY OFFICER (BRPO) 
goals set for the Banking Industry demand and actual exam questions are supplied COURSE for all these exams. Success- 
high quality personnel with strong in the Course. These books are not sold oriented students join the Course well 
capabilities for shouldering a broad to others. “THE COURSE IS UPDATED In advance of the Test and benefit by 
spectrum of critical responsibilities. MONTH AFTER MONTH.” Interview our step-by-step and exhaustive 

coaching is given free to all students coaching. Admissions are open round 
jjTV who emerge successful In the written the year and are given on first-come- 
Selection on 1 FU, Tests. first served basis. JOIN NOW AND 


Our offices are located 
in Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka, 


spectrum of critical responsibilities. 


Selection on 
Merit through ]§ 

Competitive Exams: 


NSB's Faith in 
Specialisation: 


2 nmmml 
I echo otar 


first served basis. JOIN NOW AND 
PREPARE FOR A RICH AND 
REWARDING CAREER. For details of 
our special BRPO COURSE, please 
contact personally or write today with 
Rs. 10/- P.OJM.O. to : 


When vacancies of Probationary u^owohjoiiwm. -<EcncoceV Rs. 10/-P.OJM.O. to : 

Officers are declared at Intervals of National School of ^ Th nirertnr 

almost every three months by one Bank Banking, headquartered . 

or another, large numbers apply for at Mu mbal, was founded -="* National SCllOO 

them and appear for the Intensely twenty-one years ago as a specialised nf RartUinn 

competitive exams based on general institute providing coaching mainly oanniliy 

Intelligence tests. Standards of for BANK RECRUITMENT exams - of Head Office <Estd 197 

evaluation are most rigorous and impartial. pq s and Q f clerks. It has grown rapidly Indian Education Society Campus. 

The percentage of success is lower than an d is now the largest pre-recruitment "* r ?; Off Gokh„e Road (North), 

0.5%. Therefore, every single additional Training Institute In the country. bWaLc^momn^- 5*0,^446^38 
mark that you can get becomes important. Q ur continuous research and 4466280. 446541 1. Fort-2046416/2046438 




Head Office 


The Director, 

9 National School 
W of Banking 

(Fatd 197B) 


mark that you can get becomes important. 


n the country. BRAN c H£ s/PHONE Nos.: Oadar-4469938, 
research and 4466280, 4465411. Fort-2046416/2046436, 


A provenly competent, specialised and ongoing study of objective and Cirgaum-3695984. Thane-5421905, Andheri- 
thorough coaching becomes a MUST. descript ,ve exam question papers and %\)° 6 7 8 5 ) 27 , 

patterns have contributed to our Nagpur-529408, Akoia-421014, Aurangabad- 
present pre-eminence as the 353110, Nasik-574943, Sangll-374085, Margao- 
_ CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR BANK 

I I ra.,...../. a 6444945, Baroda-472955, Hyderabad-3201246, 



RECRUITMENT TRAINING. 


3201015, Vijayawada -475872, Vlsakhapatnam- 


computer network Is used to prepare 541628. Tirupau-27512. Patna-231727, Calcutta- 

Qtiidu material* in Ranarai Awarana *« 2362566, Lucknow-389505, Kanpur. Allahabad, 

sway materials in uenerai Awareness, varanasi-361998. Jaipur-saiasi, Bhopal- 


Varanasi-361998. Jaipur-381851, Bhopal- 
270056, Bhubaneshwar-520605/06, Bangalore- 
5593477. Chennai-4343329, Madurai-744358, 
Cochin-361563, Thlruvanthapurttn-462116. 
Fax-Mumbal:(022)444B192. 

E mall-ekthakurOgiasbmOl.vanl.net In 

7100 students to secure 


During the past 21 years, we have helped over 7100 students to secure 
jobs in Banks as Probationary Officers. We can definitely help you. 

JOIN NOW AND PREPARE YOURSELF FOR ^ 
650 PROBATIONARY OFFICER VACANCIES 
IN STATE BANK OF INDIA. IOB AND CBI. 


IUQDHA-2894 
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The besi two letter of the month appearing in the box have been awarded a prize ot 
Rs 100 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in thi% issue 
You ran also e mail your response lo tottort@coflipettttonmaator.csm. The decision 
of the Fditor will be final 



NEW CAREERS ONLY FOR THE 
CITY-BRED 


Your cover feature described avenues m which young people 
can earn handsome salaries The gloomy side of the picture is that 
a lot of students from rural areas do not get access to these courses 
This is because them are hardly any institutions in rural areas 
Many young people are also unable to come to cities to take up 
these courses Another problem is that students from rural 
areas lack skill m English and are not able to adjust m these 
courses Many of the new opportunities are thus passing by the 
people living in villages 

' Pranav Kumar 

Darbhanga, Biha 

WAR IS NOT A NATION-BUILDER 

Wars have never done anyone any good Yes, they bring 
people closer to each other, but only against someone else and 
that too, for a short period Nationalism and patriotism are hollow 
ideals as they benefit only a few vested interests Narrow interests 
harm humanity War can, thus, never contribute to nation-building 

Manmeet Sandhu 
Amritsar, Punjab 


NEW CAREERS 

These days young people 
do not want to get stuck m 
traditional areas and want to 
explore new avenuts There are 
many job opportunities but onct 
again it is emphasised that 
getting a good education is 
essential Indeed, e\ery career 
requires patience and hard work i 
There an no short cuts in life 
blulpi Roy 
Allahabad LIP 

WAR AS A 
NATION-BUILDER 

I disagree that war is a 
nation builder A men 1 15 days 
of war may push a country 
backwards by years The 
patriotism and high morale of 
the people fades away as fast as 
it builds up Therefore, extolling 
war as a nation-builder is as good 
as commending the role of 
criminals in generating 
employment in the form of 
jxilice, judges and other officials 
Bhupender Sharma 
]amnagar Gujarat 

WHAT GOOD IS 
CENSORSHIP? 

Creative freedom should 
not mean the license to do 
anything at will If a certain > 
amount of control is necessary 
to make a person disciplined, a t 
certain amount of censorship i$ 
also necessary to maintain social 
order However, censorship 
must not degenerate into 
excessive prudery and power 
play Our society may not be 


permissive, but we do not want 
anyone to sit on moral 
judgement over artistic films 
The censor board should not be 
run by nannies 

lit ii Lhangmai 
lorhat, Assam 

It is stupid for the censor 
board to stick to outdated ideas 
in these times of globalisation 
and technological progress 
Some changes are necessary in 
our approach lo censoring 
movies There should be 
younger people on the Censor 
Board who are more awaie of 
modern realities 

Copal Kumar 
Muzaffarpur, Bihar 

The Censor Board should 
not act as a conscience keeper of 
the nation Some amount of 
censorship may be necessary but 
to pre\ ent people from viewing 
artistic films is not good 
Ironically, the Board actually 
helps what it tries to prevent, 
since the resultant publicity for 
the movie makes people want to 
see it more Censorship should 
not be left to the whims and 
fancies ot some individuals 

lyotiranjan Biswal 
vill Durgapur, Orissa 

Film makers introduce sex 
and violence in order to make 
money Such films deserve to be 
censored However, the Censor 
Board should be responsible to 
the people and must not act m a 
highbrow manner 

Vikas Gill 
Rohlak, Haryana 


CHILD LABOUR 

Poverty, illiteracy and 
ignorance are some of the prime 
factors responsible for child 
labour It cannot be removed 
simply by imposing a ban The 
first thing to do is to create 
public awareness If people 
help out the poor by giving 
them work and not employ 
children in their homes and 
shops, this problem can be 
rooted out 

Babita Samal 
Sambalpur, Onssa 

CM FEATURES 

The article "Three Secrets 


of Success" (September '99) 
boosted my confidence It 
helped me to plan my time and 
prevented distractions I thank 
you for this article 

G Mahendar Reddy 
Hyderabad 

Aspirants of IAS like me 
would be helped a great deal 
if you publish expected 
questions for the general 
studies paper There are a 
number of books m the market 
but none are on target and their 
approach is also not as good 
as CM 

Pnmtik Bagckt 
Calcutta 
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illon iiroup of Publications 

Publishers of a Daringly different genre of Complete Courses & Question Banks For 


GENERAL STUDIES & OPTIONAL SUBJE 


1. DGP Foundation Course in 

GENKRALnSMB (A lltcracown of GloM rtor me tion) Rs.390 


It contains: (A) Previous Years’ Solved Papers 1998, 
1997 & 1996 (Bj General Science (C) Geography- 
World & India (0) History—World & India (I) Indian 
Economy (F) Indian Polity (G) General Ability (H) G.K 


Bn 


U.P.S.C, CIVIL SERVICES 
PRELIMINARY EXAM 
STATE CIVIL SERVICES EXAM 
Also usofni for 
tiGCNET.JRF tCSSR EXAMS 



Economy (F) Indian Polity (G) Gar 
Treasure House 0) Current Amirs 
e Encyclopaedic Coverage Well-ana 


e Encyclopaedic Coverage Well-analysed Comprehensive 
Study Material e Provides the necessary dnil and instils 
confidence to answer Questions of ail kinds—Assertion, 
Reasoning, Sequential Arrangement, Data, Maps, Diagrams 
etc e Maps, Charts, Tables, Glossary, Reviews & Illustrations 


2 U.P.S.C. Civil Services Preliminary Examination 

GENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-98) Rs.95 


■ Helps you to know the standard Stupe of questions set In the exam 

• Serves as ideal practice papers before you actually face the exam 

• Acts as an eye-opener ana helps you judge the Standard of Objective 
Questions given in various books 


3 QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs.180 


• Model Papers incoiporating Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS* Study Material 

• 2500 Objective Questions 




• Three Model Papers incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS • Study 
Material • 375 Short Answer Questions • Over 
1700 Objective Questions Pages VIII + 436 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 


H LiLiuIMi 



4. QUESTION BANK—CiOGRAMff— World & India Rs.195 


• SYNOPSIS i e Study Material covering Astronomical Physical 
Human Economic Geography Phytogeoaraphy Zoogeography (World 
& India) with relevant data, diagrams charts & maps • Geography 
Quiz—contains 500 Short Answer Questions • Glossary—explains 
Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
(Questions trom Previous Years Papers incorporated) 


• Iwo Model raperst Study Material e Solved 
Examples • Over 1500 Objective Questions 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

ZOOLOGY [£35 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions hum PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS 

• Study Material* 2000 Objective Questions 


QUESTION BANK 

BOTANY 


• Ample Study Material • 5000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions including Assertion 
Reason and Matching Type • Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS incorporated 
Pages VIII+ 428 _ ^ 
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BANK—INDIAN HISTORY Rs.150 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Wars' Papers included 

• Synopsis* 300 Short-Answer Questions* 2500db$active 
Multiple Choice Questions • Maps Reference Charts etc 


6. QUESTION BANK-HUMAN POLITY 
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA Rs.1 




Synopsis^Short-Answer Questions • 2000^ertMs l i8Sftpte 
Choice Questions* Glossary of Important Terms 


7 QUESTION BAMK-IN1HAN ECONOMY Rs.120 


* Model Papers—Questions from Previous Wars Papers included 

* Synopsis • Short-Answer Questions • 1500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions * Glossary* Review of Economic Scene 


[CTTmi 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples 6 Explanations 
covering Reasoning (Logical, Wrbal & Norv\fert»i), Data Interpretation, 
Numerical Ability, Graphs, Wbulation, Mensuration, Basic 
ry TOOfsewatry & Statistics • Objective 





LJ on&Y***' ' * 

Buy any books of Dhilion Group for^ 
er Rs 500/- and get General Studies 
•Solved Papers (1985-98) worth Rs 95/- f 
abt&Luteiy freer! mt* 

‘OHerwwhf upte 31 It 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

INDIAN HISTORY ■■ 


• Three Model Papers Incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS PAPERS 

• Study Material* Short Answer Questions 

• Over 3000 Objective Questions Pages 500 


COMPLETE COURSE TO 

LAW 


• Three Model Papers incorporating 
Questions from PREVIOUSYEARS 1 PAPERS 

• Study Material • 120 Important Short 
ArwmrQuastions* 2000Objective Questions 



•Two Modal Papers Incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS 
• Exhaustive Study Malertal* 2000 Objective 
Questions * Otomr y Pages VW + 490 


• Two Model Papers Incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS'PAPERS • Key 
Terms & Concepts* Descnptivs Study Material 

• 100 Short-Answer Questions • 2500 
tractive Questions Pages XII+360 


QUESTION BANK 

SOCIOLOGY 


• Four Model Papers Incorporating Questions 
from PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS • 5000 
Objective Multiple Choice Questions • Study 
Maienational important aspects (PagesVIll+472) 


QUESTION BANK 

PHILOSOPHY 


• Model Papers* Descriptive Study Material 

• Short Answer Questions • 2500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions covering Major areas 
like Problems of Philosophy Logic & Ethics 


QUESTION BANK 

ECONOMICS 


• Model Ptipers incorporating Questions from 
PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS • Exhaustive 
Descriptive Study Material • Short Answer 
Questions • 4000 Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions* Economic Glossary* Important 
Economic Data at a Glance 


QUESTION BANK 

r commerce cem; 

^R* Five Model Papers incorporating 
r Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS 
^PAPERS • Key Terms & Concepts 
^* Descriptive Study Material* 100 Short 
Answer Questions • 3000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary 
• Commerce Review PagesVIll + 464 
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Rom Lord Buddha lo Mahatma Gandhi 

2. Imw Dm*! Ttir*fl|l+- 
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A Handy Practical Qwde to your future 

3 KmrlhpdflhrMSli- 

PSYCtiOlOGfCAL TESTS Its 30 

50 Analytical tests 

4 THE HUMAN lO&Y-i Mb* Rs 45 

$ Sorry Doctor, I’m HsaWry— 

(A toady Hutth Guide) Rs 45 

6 ttiew DwwmsIi—HANDWRIYING Rt 40 

Helps you to know your personelfy-plysica/ 
mental and emotonal slate 
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The gpvphirrjeitt has a bloated Sureaiii^lCY^J^jt.tRpw.FS 
that we efflcers and thebabus do notitingexcept draw 
salaries and ^consolidate their porters. ThsCydohe has 
brought this : ojttvery. cruellyindeed. There could be.no 
better argument for downsizing the government than the 

pathetic display; df^rt^vemance in Ortssa. . 

This is a sobering thought as wecome to end ofthe 1990s. 
At The CoMprrmON : MAsm, we are putting togetiier a .special 
issue to mark the passihft of the century- Aiongwlth the 
round up of riational and t^ernattona! affairs, we wHi have 
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ESSAY 


Democracy and Development 

0 


"The role of democracy is important 
in enhancing freedom of other kinds also 
as like freedom from hunger. It has been 
seen that democratic countries have not 
seen major famines in recent years. When¬ 
ever democratic freedom is suppressed, 
problems have arisen in achieving a high 
rate of development as was the case of 
colonial India, and more recently the fam¬ 
ine-ridden countries of Sudan and North 
Korea." (Amartya Sen). 

Although comparisons are odious, 
yet they are as natural to human psyche 
as they are to nation-States. Regardless of 
the political systems that peoples of the 
world have adopted over the ages, the 
temptation to assess levels of develop¬ 
ment, both economic as well as human, is 
irresistible. No matter how we look at our 
successes and failures, advances and back¬ 
wardness, during the past five decades or 
so vis-a-vis China, the question that still 
daunts and haunts quite a few doubting 
Thomases is whether democracy and de¬ 
velopment are compatible and consistent 
with the rising aspirations of the people. 
The answer is emphatic 'yes', provided 
our priorities and proclivities are in place 
and in order. No doubt, without people's 
participation in political and developmen¬ 
tal processes in a pluralistic society like 
India, we cannot hope to overcome many 
storms that erupt in our socio-economic 
spectrum from time to time. Democracy 
is a political concept definitely tinged with 
economic agenda. Though slow in con¬ 
cept and concrete action, democracy looks 
at economic development as a peaceful 
means to uplift the masses from abject 
poverty, ignominous illiteracy, and debili¬ 
tating diseases of different kinds. 

In a democratic set-up like ours, 
liberalisation is not an end in itself. It is 
supposed to correct the mistakes of our 
earlier policies, on the basis of national 
consensus, but not necessarily change their 


objective, which was development with so¬ 
cial justice, removal of poverty, unemploy¬ 
ment and social deprivation, as well as 
regional disparities. If the World Bank's 
latest assessment on poverty has shown 
an increase in the numbers of those living 
below the poverty line, despite the fact that 
India is the fifth largest economy in the 
i world after the U.S., Germany, China and 
i Japan but struggling at 124 out of 157 na- 
! tions listed in its latest report, the sceptics 
have every argument in their armour to 
say that democracy and development do 
not go together. In the opinion of Gustavo 
Esteva "development stinks because it is 
incompatible with social justice and cul¬ 
tural survival. It is being used to justify 
I the imposition of unequal sacrilices on the 
1 weak by impersonal agencies like the mar¬ 
ket and the State in the name of liberty or 
liberalisation." 

Our tryst with democracy is neither 
very old nor fully exposed to development 
of the Western style and speed. In our 
democratic set-up "too many agencies are 
working on a project and like too many 
cooks, they tend to spoil the broth. Every 
plan has to filter through too many people 
which causes delay and hence escalates 
costs and confusion. If one looks at the past, 
that is quite an ambition. If one considers 
I the potential that is an apology." This cryp¬ 
tic comment on our developmental plans, 
projects and programmes is nejther an ex- 
| aggeration nor an uncalled for indictment 
of our trust in democracy. There is no de¬ 
nying that the pace of development in a 
democratic but diverse polity like India is 
tedious and tardy and the bottle-necks on 
the way to development and distributive 
justice or benefits reaching the most needy 
and deserving ones too strong to break in 
onego. 

In a functional democracy, the voter 
is mor^ interested in tangible development 
than populist sops. If on close analysis 


we find our democracy incapable of ai 
dressing basic needs of the people, som 
thing very substantial in concept and i 
execution seems to have gone awry. I 
focussing only on the political aspect 
democracy, at the cost of social and ec< 
nomic aspects, our vision has developt 
certain blinkers that needs immedia 
remedial measures. In fact, the rise ■ 
regional parties on the political horizc 
of India is linked with the lack or ina< 
equate economic development. 

Irrespective of the bug and burden 
idology, it is the freedom-centred develo 
ment that forms a more secure and deep 
basas of democratic virtues and values. T1 
role of the States in promoting develo; 
ment depends on how effectively they pr 
vide safety nets, and a host of other servic 
to the community. They are not suppose 
to stifle initiative and enterprise, becau 
the lack of democracy and liberty are int 
grally related with the lack of civil righl 
impoverished lives and gender-related i 
equalities. 
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Military Coup in Pakistan 


Ever since Pakistan was created, it has 
lived in the shadow of the army The generals 
have been in power for half of the 50 years of 
existence of independent Pahstan. Still, the 
military coup in which the elected 
government of Nawaz Sharif ms dismissed, 1 
came as a surprise It would have seemed j 
that the army would not take up the onerous 
task of managing the country beset with 
problems and would have preferred to pull 
strings without being in power. But Sharif's 
sacking of the military general brought about 
his dismissal. Once again, the clock has been 
turned back and martial law has been 
imposed in Pakistan. 

This feature gwes the background of the 
coup, as also what it means for the region, 
especially for India It gives the history of 
Pakistan and discusses the future of 
democracy in the country 

a October 12,1999, Pakistan's Prime 
inister Nawaz Sharif sacked Army 
Chief General Pervez Musharraf, who was 
on his way home after an official trip to 
Colombo, and appointed Inter Services 
Intelligence (ISI) Chief Lt-Gen Khawaja 
Ziauddin Butt in his place. Loyalists of 
the Army Chief quickly launched a 
'counter-coup' and gained control of the 
airport and the TV centre in Islamabad, i 
Nawaz Sharif, his senior ministers and 
Ziauddin were put under house arrest. 
The Pakistani army had grabbed power 
for foe fifth time in 52 years in a nation 
that had toyed with democracy but never ] 
really succeeded. 

The coup had been predicted. For 
some time warnings had been heard that 
Nawaz Sharif was in a precarious 
position. His downfall was a matter of 
speculation ever since Pakistani troops 
had to withdraw from Indian side of foe 
Line of Control (LoC), a national 
humiliation. The army had been the 


author of the Kargil intrusions and the 
orders for retreat had hurt it badly. When 
Sharif had ordered foe withdrawal, there 
were angry scenes in Pakistani streets: foe 
nation had rallied behind the army as it 
was seen to have achieved foe impossible 
task of putting the Indian army in a 
defensive position, if only for a short 
period—and the withdrawal was seen as 
a betrayal. The impression created in 
Pakistan was that the nation was not 
defeated by India, but was only forced to 
withdraw after pressure from USA. 

Nawaz Sharif's dismissal was, thus, a 
cause of celebration among the Pakistani 
people. He had won the elections by a big 
margin and had become the most powerful 
civilian leader, having successfully 
curtailed the powers of the presidency, 
judiciary, and legislature. He had also tried 
to muzzle foe press, which was seen in his 
jailing without trial the editor of Tnday 
Times, Najam Sethi. The people were 
getting wary of the Prime Minister—not 
only were the country's institutions being 
undermined, but there were allegations of 
corruption as well. He had lost the 
goodwill of the people. 

The International Monetary Fund i 
(IMF) suspended discussions for new loans 
and wanted democracy restored before 
more money would be given. The USA also 
sent foe same message: President Clinton 
and Secretary of State Madeline Albright 
made it clear that foe country could not do 
business with a military junta. At first the 
general seemed inclined to install a civilian 
government, but after two days of trying 
to find a credible alternative, finally 
announced martial law and made himself 
the Chief Executive of foe State. It was foe 
fear of the Western reaction that had 
deterred General Musharraf, sfoce IMF is 
a lifeline for foe troubled nation. But he 
had no option and now has brought foe 
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clock back. Pakistan has come face to face 
with its troubled history once again 

Troubled history 

P AKISTAN was created when the 
British partitioned India in 1947. Lying 
between India, Afghanistan and China, the 
country has enjoyed US attention for many 
years. Since India was a Soviet ally, the 
USA propped up Pakistan as a counter to 
Soviet influence in the region Pakistan 
received much support from the US during 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 

While India chose democracy after 
independence, military governments have 
ruled Pakistan for 25 of the last 50 years 
The country is poor and corruption is 
common. But that has not prevented it 
from pursuing its ambition of trying to 
humble India. It spends dispro¬ 
portionately on defence and has acquired 
missiles and nuclear know-how 
clandestinely from China and North 
Korea. One of its former leaders had 
declared that foe country would get its 
nuclear bomb "even if the people had to 
eat grass". It is this hate that has motivated 
the Pakistanis and its leaders take up a 
self-destructive path. It has fought three 
wars with India and has been beaten every 
time: the last war in 1971 saw the 
dismemberment of the country when 
Bangladesh was created. 

The military has always held the 
upper hand in Pakistan. The country has 
a long history of meddling by the armed 
forces. After independency Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah became the first Governor 
General of Pakistan and Liaquat Ali Khan 
became foe Prime Minister. The country 
consisted of two parte, East and West 
Pakistan. In the 1950s tensions grew 
between foe Bengali Bast Pakistan arid 
Punjabi West Pakistan, which dohSnatrirt 
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the civil services and the army. A new 
Constitution was adopted in 1956 and 
Pakistan formally became a republic 
within the British Commonwealth. In 
1958, General Ayub Khan gamed power 
after President Mirza abolished the 
Constitution, as a reaction to economic 
problems, political crises and ethnic strife. I 
He was elected President in 1960 and again 
in 1965. He created a federal republic 
consisting of the two parts of the country, 
improved relations with India, but also 
established ties with China 

Bloody riots forced him from power 
in 1969 and General Yahya Khan took over. 
He had to step down following civil war 
and two years later. East Pakistan declared 
its independence with the support from 
India. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto became Prime 
Minister, who sought to improve economic 
conditions but was frustrated by political 
turmoil. In 1977, Bhutto's Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP) won the elections but 
riots erupted which were ended when 
General Zia ul-Haq seized power. Bhutto 
was hanged and Zia ruled dictatorially. | 
He developed the country's nuclear * 
capability. In 1985, martial law was lifted 
and a national assembly elected He 
promised elections but in 1988 dissolved 
the assembly and declared Islamic law 
supreme. In August of the same year, he 
was killed in a plane crash. 

In November, 1988, the first 
democratic elections in a decade brought 
Pakistan's People Party, led by Bhutto's 
daughter Benazir, to power Her 
government was dismissed by President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan amid charges of 
corruption and abuse of power. She was 
re-elected in 1993 but was dismissed again 
on charges of corruption. She lost the 
elections in 1997, which Nawaz Sharif 
won. Once again history has repeated itself 
and an elected government has been 
thrown out. It is now Nawaz Sharif who 
faces charges of corruption and must face 
trial. He has already been charged with 
treason and sedition, for which he may 
well get the death penalty. 

The fall of Sharif 

F OR long, it was felt that Sharif was 
ruling die country like a dictator. The 


economy was on the verge of collapse and governing the unruly country by itself, 

there was ethnic trouble as well. The final USA may also have no choice but to 

straw came when Pakistan was forced to work with the military junta. It has, after 

withdraw from Kargii under international all, worked closely with the last military 

pressure. Even then the army was perhaps government headed by Zia ul-Haq. The 

not inclined to seize power and take up US has also recognised that the military 

the thankless job of governing foe country, is a source of stabili ty in a fractious and 

But Nawaz Sharif’s decision to sack foe volatile nation. 

Army Chief forced the army's hand. Sharif 

must have calculated that the possibility Q f governance 

of an army coup was remote, since foe _ ° 

West disliked military regimes. But his 1 1 'HE task of governance, however, will 
calculations went awry as the general was A not be easy. Internal conditions are at 
not in a mood to be sacked. their lowest ebb with sectarian violence 

India has not reacted to foe coup but between Shias and Sunnis threatening a 

it is expected that relations with the civil war, and the economy on the verge 

military regime will not be smooth The of collapse. In such a situation, the only 

army’s anger at Nawaz Sharif's policy of option would be to take recourse to 

dialogue and compromise was made religious sanction and push the country 

obvious when Indian Prime Minister Atal into a fresh round of Islamic rule. Will 

Behari Vajpayee had arrived at foe Wagah Pakistan, then, it end up the Taliban 

border to sign the Lahore declaration and way? 

General Musharraf had failed to show up The worry for India and the rest of 
at the ceremonies. The disturbances in the world is great because of recent 

Kashmir and elsewhere in India are also nuclearisation of the sub-continent. The 

encouraged by foe army and Pakistan's military could be reckless and foe threat 

ISI Now that the generals are in power, of war has always existed, but now foe 

they may want to step up such activities, danger is more since the rulers may try 

India also has to remain wary of the to divert attention from the internal 

generals as they may well attempt another problems by indulging in a conflict with 

Kargii type operation to keep up their India It has to be remembered that two 

popularity with the people: it is the best or the three wars with Pakistan took place 

way to divert attention of the people from when there was a military ruler in that 

domestic troubles. country Ayub Khan in 1965 and Yahya 

It also remains to be seen how the Khan in 1971. 
military plans to control the rising Pakistan stands at a brink today. It 
Islamic fundamentalism in the country, could collapse or recover from its sorry 

which has resulted in much violence state. It is up to General Musharraf to show 

as rival sects have attacked each other, that he has the vision to save his country. 

This is also a difficult task, as the army He has to do three things. First, he has to 

makes use of Islamic fundamentalists reduce hostilities with India, with which 

in its proxy war with India. If Pakistan Pakistan has always engaged in a low key 

uses international terrorists like Osama conflict. Escalating this to another war 

Bin Laden, it may unleash forces within would spell doom for Pakistan. Second, 

that country itself which may bring it he has to move the country towards 

to ruin. democracy. That is foe only way that he 

Will the West opt to isolate and can get the much needed aid for his 

pressurise the army to restore country. Finally, foe general must give up 

democratic rule or will it choose to work control. If he holds on to power for too 

with it? The latter situation seems more long, foe military will stand discredited 

likely, for the reason that no alternative in just the way that other leaders of 

is in sight. Both the popular leaders— Pakistan have lost the support of the 

Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif—ere people. That could well be foe last straw 

discredited. Having staged the coup, foe and lead to collapse of the already 

army will have to take up foe task of beleaguered nation. 
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Inter-State 
Water Disputes 


Rivers take their water from one part of 
the country to another as they flow toirnds 
the ocean Man has depended on these rivers 
for survival In the past, many great 
civilisations have been born on the banks of 
rivers But, when rivers are stopped by 
building dams or arc diverted through canals, 
disputes arise because downstream States 
cannot get enough water In India, the 
problem is severe because rivers are a source 
of livelihood and much agony in the dry 
season they arc the only means of survival 
and in times of floods they cause huge 
destruction But if dams are built, upstream 
States utilise the water themselves, leaving 
little to flow naturally The Cauvery dispute 
has lingered for long and has brought the 
focus on water disputes This feature 
examines the Cauvery dispute as also the 
various water disputes among different 
Stales, winch have lingered on over the years 

W ATER is essentia! for fife. Man has 
traditionally used rivers, 
groundwater and other sources for his 
needs. However, increasing agriculture 
and population demands greater 
quantities of water, and it is fast becoming 
scarce Globally, the supply of fresh water 
has decreased and it has also been 
predicted that future wars will be fought 
on water rights Already, many countries 
have lingering water disputes with 
neighbours regarding the right to use or 
dam rivers that are flowing through their 
borders. Downstream countries find that 
they are at the mercy of upstream 
countries for release of water 

India had a similar dispute regarding 
sharing of Ganga waters with Bangladesh. 
Jammu and Kashmir wants compensation 
for foregoing its harnessing rights on 
Chenab, Jheium and Indus rivers, 
following the Indus Water treaty with 
Pakistan. Within the country, many States 
fight for riparian rights, after the 
Reorganisation of States in 1956. The 


Aimatti dam brought Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh fighting over sharing of 
the Krishna river Kerala and Tamil Nadu 
fight over the acceptable permissible 
height of the Mullaperiyar dam Punjab 
and Haryana have a dispute over the 
sharing of the Ravi-Beas surplus water 
The Sardar Sarovar project has 
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat fighting over 
its height. An accord was signed on May 
12,1994 for sharing of the Yamuna waters 
between Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, UP, 
Rajasthan and Haryana. The dispute seems 
to have settled, but the BJP government in 
Delhi has expressed dissatisfaction that the 
growing needs of the Capital have not been 
met Finally, the Cauvery water dispute 
reaches its flashpoint every season 
between three States of Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka and Kerala. 

/ 

Resolving Disputes 

S EVERAL times these disputes have 
reached the courts However, the 
answer lies in political negotiations and 
some problems have been solved in the 
past, llie national policy on water contains 
draft guidelines and general principles for 
water allocation, which are expected to be 
useful in guiding the process of talks, 
arbitration and adjudication for inter-State 
disputes. Solutions have to be reached at 
three levels—political, administrative and 
technical. There are precedents in the 
country indicating that most of the 
i disputes can be resolved dirough a political 
1 process The Damodar Valley Corporation 
shows how good planning and political 
will can solve such disputes. 

Problems can also be solved among 
1 countries through the political process. For 
example, India has had a long-standing 
dispute with Bangladesh regarding 
sharing of Ganga waters. Die construction 
of die Farajcka barrage wasa cause of great 
concern to Bangladesh, especially during 


the dry season from January to May every 
year. During this season, the flow into 
Bangladesh would drop to 55,000 cusecs 
below Farakka In 1996, doors were 
opened for negotiations when the then 
Foreign Minster I.K. Gujral visited 
Bangladesh A Ganga water sharing pact 
was signed on December 12, 1996 The 
countries agreed that each country would 
receive 35,000 cusecs of water in alternate 
10-day periods during tjie period March 1 
to May 10 Any differences would be 
referred to the Indo-Bangla Joint Rivers 
Commission The 30-year agreement, 
signed by Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina during her visit to India, 
would be reviewed at five-year intervals. 
This has been a successful resolution to a 
long-standing dispute 

A similar dispute was settled between 
Punjab and Haryana In an award 
regarded as just and equitable, the Eradi 
panel allocated 5 MAE (Million Acre Feet) 
of Ravi-Beas waters to Punjab and 3.83 
MAF to Haryana on the criteria of 
equitable apportionment. The Eradi panel 
was constituted on April 2,1986 and gave 
its report on May 20, 1987. 

Cauvery dispute 

VERY year the Cauvery dispute 
reaches its seasonal flashpoint. The 
dispute is more than a century old. In 1892 
the British forced an agreement which 
made it obligatory for the princely State 
of Mysore to obtain prior permission of 
Madras before taking up any irrigation 
work. In 1924 a pact was signed between 
Mysore and Madras, providing for long¬ 
term irrigation programmes in the 
Cauvery basin, enabling Mysore to build 
the Krishnarajasagar dam and Madras the 
Mettur dam. The 1924 agreement had a 
span of 50 yean and expired in 1974. 

In 1974, when the agreement came up 
for renewal, Karnataka has been 
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demanding a bigger share, but Tamil Nadu 
can iU afford to reduce its share. The area 
irrigated in Kerala is small but since 20 
per cent of Cauvery water comes from its 
catchment area, it wants distribution to 
be on the basis of the contribution of the 
States to the rivers' total resources. Efforts 
to find a solution have not been 
successful. The 1991 interim award of the 
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal j 
directed Karnataka to release 205 TMC ft i 
of water every year to Tamil Nadu. This j 
triggered violence in many parts of i 
Karnataka. It has now become an 1 
emotional issue, with people willing to j 
take to violence and rioting if their needs j 
are not met. : 

The violence forced the Karnataka j 


In September 1999, the dispute flared 
up again. There was a crisis in Tamil 
Nadu when the water level in the 
Cauvery delta region sharply came down. 
The State government complained that 
standing kuruvai crops would be badly 
hit if the water was not released by 
Karnataka as per the Interim award. 
Inflow into the Mettur dam had slowed 
down, adding to the woes of the Tamil 
farmers. Failure of the rains had posed 
problems for Karnataka as well. An 
emergency meeting of the monitoring 
committee was held on September 24, 
1999 but failed to bring relief as 
Karnataka turned down the 
recommendation to release additional 
water. A stalemate was reached and it 


work till it reached an agreement with 
Madhya Pradesh. In February 1999, the 
interim ruling of the Court allowed 
Gujarat to resume construction. The 
permission to increase the height of the 
dam would depend cm the progress made 
in the rehabilitation of those who were 
likely to be displaced. 

What can be done 

T HERE are water disputes in many 
parts of India. The problem is not 
j simply among upstream and downstream 
| States; the construction of dams have also 
been shown to be environmentally 
destructive, In her essay, The Greater 
Common Good, Arundhati Roy points out 


government, to nullify the notification. ; 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalitha | 
went on a fast, demanding j 
implementation of the award. She ended I 
her fast with the assurance from the Centre | 
that a monitoring committee would be serf ( 
up. In 1996-97, talks were held among the j 
Chief Ministers of the three States but i 
failed to reach a solution. The Supreme j 
Court asked the Centre to formulate a draft ; 
scheme to set up a Cauvery River Water 
Authority, 

On August 7, 1998, with the 
intervention of Prime Minister Atai 
Behari Vajpayee, the Centre notified a 
scheme for the implementation of the 
interim award of the Cauvery Water 
Tribunal. The upper riparian State, i 
Karnataka was to release 205 TMC ft 
water to Tamil Nadu in a water year (June 
to May). The order also provided for the 
constitution of a Cauvery River Authority 
with the Prime Minister as its chairperson 
and the Chief Ministers of Karnataka, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry as 
its members. A Monitoring Committee 
would assist the Authority to take 
important decisions, help collect 
information and data and monitor the 


seemed that another confrontation was 
building up. The battle went on, but relief 
came in the form of rain-clouds. The delta 
districts of Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and 
Nagapattinam were drenched and saved 
the kuruvai and samba crops. The crisis 
was thus dissipated. 

This year the rains at the last moment 
saved the controversy from boiling over. 
But it is evident that a long-term solution 
must be found. 

Other disputes 

T HERE are other vexing problems as 
well. The Almatti dam on Krishna 
involves Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 
Karnataka wanted to raise the height of 
the dam from 500 to 524 metres which 
would allow it to use the additional water 
stored. Andhra Pradesh, however, says 
that the height should not exceed 516 
metres because the additional storage 
would affect its monsoon-linked cropping 
schedule. 

The problem with the Sardar Sarovar 
project has also persisted. Madhya 
Pradesh wanted the height of the dam be 
lowered to 436 feet as that would reduce 


that despite construction of more than 
3,000 dams, the flood-prone area in the 
country has actually increased, not 
decreased. Irrigated area has also declined, 
j In the US, the government is blowing up 
j dams built years ago as they were seen to 
j be ecologically unsound. It is evident that 
I dams create not only problems among 
j States but enormous problems of 
| displacement and environment as well. 

: With the anti-dam protests gathering 
i steam, building of dams in future will not 
: be without controversy. In 1995, an 
; Environment Ministry report revealed that 
j 87 per cent of river valley projects had 
j failed to comply with stipulated 
safeguards. 

The answer lies in traditional water 
harvesting methods. All over the country, 
check dams, roof-top harvesting, 
percolation tanks and recharge weiis have 
solved local problems. The States which. 
fight among each other to share the waters 
of the rivers of India should thus send a 
message to the Central government that it 
should look for and encourage alternative 
solutions and not depend only on modern 
I water supply schemes. A beginning has. 

| already been made; in the 1999 Budget, 


implementation of the decisions of the the number of people being displaced in j Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha 

Authority. The litigation between Tamil the State. Gujarat, on the other hand, said recognised the shift from big dams by 

Nadu and Karnataka ended on August that lowering of the height would limit announcing an initiative to develop water 

17, 1998, when the Supreme Court the reservoir’s capacity, denying water to bodies by panchayats and local groups. A 

disposed Tamil Nadu's suit in view of large areas in Saurashtra. The Supreme watershed development fund has been 

the scheme framed by the Centre, this I Court hearing a petition filed by Medha established. These are positive ways to 

was, however, not a permanent solution Patkar's Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), avoid the vexatious water disputes in the 

to the long-standing problem. ruled in March, 1996, that Gujarat suspend country. 
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ARTICLE; 


Role off Non-Banking Financial 
Companies and Their Regulation 


Most of the countries in the world today 
are undergoing the process of liberalisation 
and reforms and India is no exception. For 
the success of any process of reforms,financial 
sector is one of the most important sectors 
needing overwhelming reforms, particularly 
in an economy like ours which has a high 
degree of State regulations and controls 
Hence, at the onset of the process of reforms, 
financial sector reforms were accorded high 
priority and several measures were taken to 
overhaul this sector With the opening-up of 
the economy and reforms introduced in the 
money markets, there was a spurt in the 
number of Non-Banking Financial 
Companies (NBFCs) which mobilised huge 
volumes of deposits 

Growth and Rationale 

O NE of the encouraging feature of 
Indian financial system is that rate of 
savings, both domestic as well as 
corporate, is quite high. Earlier, the options 
before the people who wanted to save 
were in the shape of commercial banks, 
UTI, various schemes of small savings and, 
to some extent, investment in stocks and 
shares. Mid-seventies witnessed growth 
of some NBFCs, mainly as chit-fund 
companies and later, some of these 
companies, and banks introduced mutual 
funds, offering much higher returns than 
the other available alternatives. Gradually, 
during the early nineties, these companies 
captured a large chunk of total deposits. 
At the same time, the existing financial 
institutions also grew rapidly. With the 
growth of consumerism, financing and 
leasing activities of many NBFC have risen 
phenomenally. 

Upto mid-seventies, the total number 
of NBFCs was around 4000, rising to 7063 
in 1981. The decade of eighties witnessed 
rapid growth, with their number 
increasing by about 3.5 times to 25085 in 
1991. This number crossed 40,000 in 19%. 


In terms of their size and deposits, the 
distribution, however, was skewed with 
many NBFCs having operations at low 
key, while a tew others were giants of the 
industry. Further, in 1981, the share of 
NBFCs in the total deposits was relatively 
low—only 4 per cent of the total bank 
deposits. This percentage rose 
significantly to 10 per cent in 1991-92 and 
were estimated to be about 17 per cent by 
1996. Main reasons for this impressive 
growth were the higher rates of interest, 
multiplicity of schemes and better delivery 
system adopted by the NBFCs 

Rationale behind the existence of 
NBFCs is not difficult to seek NBFCs have 
the potential of meeting the diverse 
financial needs of a developing economy. 
The accumulation of capital by the entire 
financial sector is important for the society 
and its growth and development. The 
productive sectors of the economy 
generally grow with sizeable quantums 
of sale. In a country like ours, this is even 
more important. An efficient financial 
system provides easier solutions for 
more complex financial transactions. 
Credit needs of the society are required 
to be met in such a way that the needs 
of all the sectors are effectively catered 
to. Further, the investors, who can afford 
to accept lesser security for their 
deposits and are keen on higher return, 
can look forward to NBFCs for this 
purpose. The sources and implications 
of systematic risks, however, need to be 
defined clearly.' 

In its first report, Narasimhan 
Committee in 1991 had accepted the co¬ 
existence of the NBFCs in the financial 
system, alongwith the banks and other 
financial institutions. The Committee also 
recommended determination of certain 
prudential norms to regulate the 
functioning of these companies. The 
Government had also appointed one 
Committee to make in-depth study of the 


role of NBFCs. Named as Shah Committee, 
I this Committee suggested certain 
■ measures to ensure healthy growth of 
these companies. Main emphasis of the 
report was to shift the focus from the 
liability to the asset management, so that 
the interests of the investors were 
watched, on the one hand, and the NBFC 
also earned good profits, on the other. The 
measures suggested also included 
regulatory framework to ensure solvency 
of these companies, as’ well as the safety 
of the investors. 

Regulatory Framework 

B EING the regulatory authority for the 
entire financial system, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) has issued several 
instructions to regulate these companies. 
The instructions were aimed at attaining 
a gradual shitt to a more regulated and 
controlled regime, while ensuring the 
freedom of their functioning also. As a 
result, even when the RBI was issuing 
several guidelines, some of the NBFCs 
were exposed due to their poor asset 
management, allurements of unduly high 
interest rate, inefficient portfolio 
management and their inability to keep 
the deposits growing rapidly. The later 
part of nineties witnessed fall of many 
NBFCs after their inability to repay the 
deposits alongwith interest on the due 
date. In many cases, the liabilities are much 
higher than their assets. In some cases the 
promoters of the financial companies have 
gone underground with the apprehension 
of criminal action. Millions of investors 
and depositors are feeling cheated at file 
hands of NBFCs. Main reason for this was 
the lack of proper regulation of these 
companies by the government and utter 
lack of uniform policies and regulations 
governing their operations. 

It would, however, be wrong to 
presume that there was no regulatory 


A 


MS ■ DECEMBER ISM » THE COMPETITION MASTER 



framework whatsoever. Some of the 
recommendations of Shah Committee 
were implemented, as the government had 
decided to regulate these companies in 
phases. The RBI, in 1993, had brought 
within the definition of “deposit" inter¬ 
corporate loans and borrowings by private 
limited NBFCs. Further, medium and large 
NBFCs having net owned funds of Rs 50 
lakh or more, are required to get 
themselves registered with the RBI. Later, 
in 1994, the Reserve Bank formed 
prudential norms for registered NBFCs, 
prescribing their accounting standards, 
norms for income recognition, capital 
adequacy, concentration of credit- 
investment and provisioning. Such 
companies arc also required to get 
themselves rated by one of the recognised 
rating agencies, at least once in a year. 
Prescribed capital adequacy required to 
be achieved by them was 6 per cent of 
their risk-weighted assets. The norm of 8 
per cent was required to be achieved upfo 
the end of 1995-96. 

A Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) was nominated to enquire into the 
securities scam, which in its report 
suggested that the existing legislative 
framework was inadequate in many areas. 
On the recommendations of tire JPC, the 
RBI proposed certain changes, including 
compulsory registration, building up of 
reserves, enforcement of repayments of 
deposits on time, prescription of minimum 
capital, etc. These companies are also 
required to designate their bankers. Mr C. 
Rangarajan, a former Governor of the RBI, 
has recommended a two-fold regulatory 
framework for NBFCs, including (a) an 
appropriate legal structure to deal 
specially with property rights, bankruptcy 
law, disclosure of accounting information 
and a mechanism for the enforcement of a 
contractual legal obligations, and (6) 
prudential guidelines and a surveillance 
mechanism against a possible systemic 
failure. 

Future Role 

ESPITE the regulatory measures 
already taken and enforced,'the past 
two years have witnessed many big 
NBFCs crumbling. Allured by their tall 


promises and high return promises, 
majority of the investors in these 
companies today feel cheated. Some 
erstwhile big groups like Kuber, JVG and 
Swambhumi are facing a rough weather 
and a few are on the verge of 
bankruptcy. Some financially strong 
ones like Golden Forests are also facing 
financial strain as the inflow of deposits 
has been restricted. A large number of 
investors are feeling let down, as the 
liquidation of the dosed companies may 
take years and the repayment at the end 
of the process may be even less than the 
principal amount. 

The turn of events during the past 
about two years has exposed the chinks in 
| the armour of NBFCs, as well as the 
regulatory framework enforced by the 
government. The regulations of the RBI 
have been found wanting in many 
respects. Firstly, the regulatory system 
failed miserably to prevent these 
companies from getting into unhealthy 
competition of increasing deposit rates 
beyond the feasible limits, resulting in 
accumulation of huge repayment 
commitments, which were not possible to 
be honoured. Further, the regulations 
have failed utterly to protect the investors, 
particularly the smaller ones, from getting 
misled by unrealistic premises. Further, 
the practices of false promises were not 
covered adequately by the statute, as a 
result of which there was no check on 
misleading advertisements, luring 
schemes and duping acts of the NBFCs. 
The regulatory framework did not 
prescribe uniform practices and schemes, 
as well as the limits of lending and 
borrowing interest rates. 

.Today, when the faith of the general 
public on the credibility of these 
companies is at the lowest ebb, it would 
be wrong to presume that it is the end of 
the road for diem. Proliferation of financial 
system is the indicator of the strength of 
any economy. A financial system would 
be able to reach each and every segment 
of creditors and depositors if the NBFCs 
and leasing companies supplement the 
banking system, UC UTI and other 
financial institutions. Since die process of 
reforms and liberalisation is irreversible, 
a few set-backs to NBFCs in the beginning 


should not be taken as their complete 
failure. In fact, lesson must be learnt from 
these failures and regulations framed in 
such a manner that similar situations are 
not allowed to take place again. Rather 
than harping on theiailures, efforts should 
be made to exploit their positive paints so 
that varied needs of die financial system 
at every level are met adequately. 

Certain specific steps are required to 
be taken. In India, we follow the 
administered structure of interest rates 
and within the limits of these rates, 
prescribed by the RBI, the financial 
institutions are required to operate. NBFCs 
have been offering much higher interest 
rates and much lower lending rates than 
the prescribed ones. In fact, the RBI may 
issue separate set of limits in both the cases 
for the NBFCs so that unhealthy, 
competition and feared malpractices may 
be done away with. Further, the NBFCs 
have their operations almost akin to those 
of commercial banks. It would be 
appropriate if such companies are also 
asked to set up a private bank each. But 
well-defined guidelines are required to be 
issued before thus step is taken, to ensure 
that a NBFC-bank combination may not 
result in by-passing some legal 
requirements. 

We are about to enter an era of free 
market forces. The era of State regulation 
is at its last leg. Sooner or later, the need 
for government regulation and control 
would be reduced to the minimum. But 
that would happen when the investor is 
fully aware of pros and cons of all the 
investments and is capable enough to see 
through the cheap gimmicks as well as 
false promises offered by any one. But tiU* 
that happens, the RBI has to show way by. 
working out a comprehensive regulatory ; 
framework, which would ensure smooth 
functioning of these companies. It should 
be so designed that when it is withdrawn,' 
the regulations continue to be accepted 
as the unwritten and acceptable code fbsv 
all these companies. *It would ber 
retrograde to impose unreasonable 
restrictions on the growth of NBFCs arid,' 
it would be pragmatic to allow than to 
grow under a well-defined regulatory 
regime, ensuring adequate protection to 
the investors. 
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Model Paragraphs 


"One who sleeps too much in 
summer shall have to weep in 
winter." 

—Japanese Proverb 

Human life, as we all know, com¬ 
prises four seasons (Keats) and seven 
stages (Shakespeare). Each season is 
known for its telling traits but summer 
and winter—youth and old age—are not 
only different in temper and tone but 
also in perceptions and proclivities. If 
youth (summer) stands for exploration, 
exploitation and excellence, old age 
(winter) means, for all intents and 
purposes, a period of decay and deca¬ 
dence The one who spends the summer 
of life in day-dreaming or by building 
castles in the air is doomed to shed 
many a copious tear in winter that is 
inescapable under all circumstance. 

Those who waste their talents and 
energies in over-indulgence, me over 
their follies when winter overtakes them 
and renders them cripple or incapaci¬ 
tated. No amount of weeping or self-pity 
softens the sting of winter which shows 
itself in wrinkles and weary-limbs. Life 
is neither a bed of roses nor a sweet 
song. 

"Men can acquire knowledge but 
not wisdom." 

—Spanish Proverb 

Men can acquire knowledge and 
become knowledgeable, but to become a 
wise person, there is very little external 
support and sustenance. If knowledge 
flows from information, reading and 
serious study, wisdom is an innate gift of 
God that can neither be acquired nor 
borrowed. It is a common belief that at 
the feet of the wise one can find answers 
to one's queries, but cannot accomplish 


the inner strength that wisdom provides 
to the sage or the learned and the 
philosopher. Wisdom is a self-propelling 
property that none can steal from the 
wise one. It is an asset that comforts and 
consoles in the trying and tormenting 
moments of life. Both knowledge and 
wisdom are poles apart. The sources of 
knowledge can be found in various 
ways, but as far as wisdom is concerned, 
it is a quest that seldom reaches its end 
by wishing or watching. Knowledge is 
an acquisition that can command price 
in the market whereas wisdom is a 
flavour and fragrance that has enormous 
value but no price-tag. 

"Never despise a foe or believe 
implicitly a friend." 

—Nakula Jataka 

Nothing m life should be done 
without giving cool consideration to 
the consequences that our thoughtless 
actions may bring in their trail. In fact, 
many perceptions that appear so 
appealing and august on their face 
value may not be so on closer exami¬ 
nation. An enemy who arouses in us 
the feeling of aversion may prove to 
be our best friend in disguise. Since an 
enemy keeps us on our toes and does 
not allow us to become complacent, he 
helps us indirectly to be alert and 
astute. On the other hand, a friend 
who is considered most steadfast and 
helpful in times of trial and tribula¬ 
tion, may just back out in need and 
leave us in the lurch. The advice that 
one shouldn't blindly hate a foe and 
effortlessly or naturally believe a 
friend, carries weight and wisdom of 
the highest order. The axiom 'a wise 
foe is better than a foolish friend' 
carries convictions during the course 


of our existence when we are face to 
face with many a sordid situation. Just 
as discretion is the best form of valour 
and virtue, in the same vein, indis¬ 
criminate scorn for a foe and blind 
faith in a friend, exhibit both our 
immaturity and short-sightedness. We 
should always keep our minds open to 
the on-going events in life. 

"Winners don't do different things; 
they do things differently." 

The mediocre follows the beaten 
track whereas the meritorious ones 
carve a niche for themselves and leave 
the marks of their footprints on the 
moving sands of time. In the struggle of 
life, it is imperative to live by one's 
sweat and hard labour. A majority of 
human beings engage themselves in 
different pursuits and professions but it 
is only the real winners who do things 
differently and make a mark of their 
personality—perception, practice and 
preference for the cherished goal in an 
entirely diffemt manner. The successful 
ones are those who prefer to conceive 
and execute ideas in a way that is 
markedly different and distinctive from 
the commonplace. Human history is 
replete with examples of such persons 
as achieved scintillating successes in life 
by pursuing paths and passions that 
were not only different in essence and 
essentials, but also hazardous and 
adventurous. In almost every walk of 
life it is the original and ingenuous 
approach and attitude thatmakes die 
winner. Men of destiny have always 
been men with a different outlook. Such 
successful men always look beyond 
their nose and go in for those means 
and methods dud enable diem to do 
things differently and diligently. 
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Should Subsidies be 
Abolished? 


Subsidies, or money paid by the 
government to help a particular industry 
or cause, consume a large part of 
government revenue. As the fiscal deficit 
spins out of control, there is a chorus among 
economists that they should be abolished. 
This argument ignores the fact that removal 
of subsidies may hurt some sections of the 
poor, who are dependent on them for 
affordable prices of essential items. But some 
subsidies, such as those to encourage art 
and culture, serve no purpose and may need 
to be abolished. In the debate this month, 

1 we discuss the question whether subsidies., 
should be abolished and present both sides 
of tlw argument. 

Mr A A subsidy is a potent 
weapon in the hands of the government 
to control prices. If the price of a 
commodity is considered high, the 
government pays part of the cost to the 
supplier and ensures that those goods 
are available at cheap prices. The 
Central and State governments provide 
food subsidy in the hope that cheaper 
food will be available to the poor. 

V Subsidies are also used to encourage 
what the government thinks should be 
encouraged. There are subsidies on 
irrigation, higher education, sports, 
fertiliser, railways, art and culture. 

While these are noble objectives, they 
consume large sums of money that the 
government can ill afford, especially 
now when there is a fiscal crisis. Public 
debt has touched an all-time high. 

There is little doubt that we cannot 
afford the luxury of subsidies now. It is 
also felt that the money provided by the 
government does not reach the 
population that it was intended for: ... 
usually; foe rich comer die benefits of ; 
a subsidies/ The poof are, in any case, left 
^ to fend for themselves. 


Mr B 1 agree that foe poor must be 
looked after, but at what cost? If we 
look at the figures of the government, 
we find that subsidies consume large 
amounts of money. In 1994-95, the 
Central and State governments spent Rs 
93,993 crore on non-merit subsidies 
alone. This amounted to 10.71 per cent 
of GDP. The subsidy on higher 
education, sports, art and culture is Rs 
11,000 crore and that can well be 
considered as money down the drain. 
Only private sponsorships have helped 
sport and culture. Then, there is a huge 
Rs 3,200 crore subsidy on water supply 
and sanitation, but the conditions in 
cities and villages is deplorable. 

Another Rs 12,000 crore were given by 
States as irrigation subsidy in 1994-95, 
but only the rich farmers could benefit 
from this. The point in all this is that 
subsidies have not served any purpose 
at all. They have become tools in the 
hands of politicians to manipulate 
things for votes. If this huge amount is 
saved, much of the deficit could be 
wiped out. 

Mr C You have given some 
important figures regarding subsidies. 
But you seem to forget that the 
subsidies do serve some purpose. They 
help large parts of the population who 
may not otherwise be able to afford the 
goods and services. Take higher 
education. If the subsidy is removed, 
the fee in colleges and universities 
would make them out of reach of many 
people. Similarly, food subsidy is 
provided so that poor families—often 
below poverty line—can get affordable 
foodgrains. Remove the subsidy and 
people will have nowhere to go. In your 
enthusiasm to control the fiscal deficit 


you want to push a large population 
further into despair. I am sure there are 
other ways of controlling deficit than by 
doing something which would bring 
great hardship: remember that the 
government has a social objective too 
and must look after the poor. 

Mr D Subsidies imply that the 
government controls the market price'of 
certain things indirectly. Rather than 
interfering with market forces, should it 
not implement schemes that benefit the 
poor directly? Instead of the food 
subsidy it could announce schemes in 
which the poor can be given free 
rations. Similarly, instead of providing a 
subsidy on higher education, 
scholarships can be provided to 
deserving students. In this way the rich 
will pay the price that they can afford 
while the deserving and meritorious 
students will feel encouraged. By 
artificially controlling prices we are 
introducing a great deal of mediocrity 
and demeaning public institutions. Take 
a look at our universities: because of the 
subsidised fees, a lot of students take 
admission who have no interest in 
studies. They spend time in politicking 
and goondaism. Reputed universities 
have, thus, been reduced to being fish- 
markets. I, therefore, feel that 
programmes should be introduced that 
help foe target population directly 
rather than meddling with market 
prices and thus causing erosion in 
public institutions. 

Mr E accept your arguments 
about foe subsidy on higher education 
as it has resulted in great harm in 
educational institutes. Bttk foil cannot 
be a general argument. There are so 
many subsidies which have resulted in 
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benefits. You have mentioned the 
irrigation subsidy There is also the 
fertiliser subsidy. Maybe they do benefit 
some rich farmers. But have you ever 
considered that our agriculture is 
growing because of such policies 7 
Today we are self-sufficient in 
foodgrains because of petit ic.-. that have 
helptsd the tarming sector directly or 
indirectly. Similarly, people can get 
affordable kerosene and other goods 
because of subsidies. I feel that rather 
than remove subsidies that have done 
so much good tor the country, we 
should trv to look at alternative 
methods of controlling deficits For 
example, a large part of government 
spending goes in salaries, that is, in 
feeding the army ot bnbu'- who do 
nothing but create problems for olhers 
Why not reduce tire bureaucracy 7 
Stupid ministries should be abolished. 
Consider a ministry that is supposed to 
look after youth affairs. 1 cannot 
imagine what work it would be doing. 
Or the ministry of sports. These things 
should be entrusted to universities or 
colleges. In any case, universities arc* 
encouraging sports on their own. My 
point is that there is a lot of wasteful 
expenditure incui red bv the 
government 1 et us try to reduce that in 
order to cut down on deficit rather than 
interfere with subsidies, which have 
done much good to the country, 
indirectly. 


Mr A You have a point that the 
government should leduce wasteful 
expenditure That is essential if the 
country is to get ahead. But a ma|or 
chunk of wastelul expenditure is 
subsidies. We have seen that they ma\ 
be misused and also that they result 
in deterioration of institutions. 
Frankly, 1 see no reason why the 
government should waste time in 
fighting market forces. Fot example, 
even if a subsidy is given, there is no 
way to see that goods are actually 
being supplied at subsidised prices. 
Have you seen the condition of the 
Public Distribution System (PDS) 
which is supposed to supply cheap 
rations? Either the goods are not 


I available or they are finished before 
j they arrive. These shops are a joke on 
i the poor as they have to waste 
i countless hours waiting for tire goods 
! to arrive. What good do they do? 

1 Instead, the private shops can provide 
the goods at normal prices much more 
efficiently. Instead of subsidies, won't 
1 it be better if schemes are 
! implemented where people get the 
| means of increasing their incomes? 

] Subsidies give rise to corruption and 
, put undue power in the hands of the 
I politician, and hence must be 
1 curtailed 

i 


Mr B Alter listening to your 
arguments, 1 feel that some subsidies 
definitely need to be abolished. But we 
should be ^elective. Some of them help 
the dexolopment ot the country 
indirectly and thus need to be 
continued Others, like the one on 
higher education, should certainly be 
abolished Similarly, it is difficult to see 
what art and culture has been 
encouraged through subsidy, except 
perhaps paying the w'ives ot IAS 
officers who mav think of themselves 
as artists and are able to corner 
government funds These things are 
ridiculous and the sooner they are 
abolished, the better it would be 
Others, like subsidies on agriculture, 
should be considered. 1 am against the 
State meddling in market mechanisms, 
but 1 feel we should have a selective 
approach The Central budget has a 
figure of about Rs 24,000 crore as 
subsidies on food, fertiliser, railways 
and others. There is scope to reduce 
this figure. There is no doubt that 
removing subsidies will result in great 
sax ings, but that should not be the 
primary objective. If savings are 
needed, the government should at the 
same time cut down its wasteful 
expenditure. 

Mr C Tough times call for tough 
actions. Wc are passing through tough 
times now. The debt burden of the 
Centre and States is now Rs 4,41,000 
crore. A sum of Rs 75,000 cron had to 
be allocated for interest payments alone. 


Of every rupee that the government 
borrows, 94 paise go in debt servicing. 
Considering this, should! ji/e. continue 
with the expenditure on subsidies? It is 
all very well to say that the government 
shou|d reduce its wasteful expenditure, 
but there are no signs of that 
happening. The BJP government has 
brought in a huge, jumbo si/cd • 
ministry, which will add to expenses. 

We are left only with one choice—to 
reduce other things. Otherwise wc will 
be caught in a trap from which it will 
be difficult to come out. You can say it 
is wrong that the poor should pay for 
the bad habits of the politicians, but 
then what other option do we have 7 To 
save the country, wc may have few 
options left. 


Mr D The picture is certainly 
gloomy on the debt front That is why 
economists are advising the government 
to reduce expenditure on subsidies 
But we must not forget that subsidies 
do serve a purpose. Wc need to 
reduce them, but in the absence of 
social security systems, we should do 
this carefully and selectively. 
Otherwise there would be great 
hardship on the people who depend 
on them for affordable food and 
fertiliser. A point was also made about 
agricultural subsidies. The fact that 
agriculture remains to be the 
backbone of India should make us 
careful of messing around with this 
sector. True, some rich farmers may be 
taking benefit of the subsidies, but 
that is a small price to pay for the 
food security that we have today. At 
the same time, subsidies on sports, 
culture and higher education must be 
removed without any further delay. I 
think the group agrees that subsidies 
should be gradually reduced but, on 
the other hand, other social security 
systems be installed so that hardship 
to the people is avoidftt. 
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> Civil Services Examination—II 
Success Plan for Mains 


In our last issue we had given the plan 
of the Civil Services Preliminary and Mams 
From, the subjects combinations and the 
eligibility criteria This tune we answer more 
of your Frequently Asked Questions (rAQs) 
with respect to the Mams exam In this 
feature we discuss some common queries 
regarding choice of subjuts and gm a success 
plan, together with readings that i/ou should 
Ik doing This feature gives a success plan 
and describes what successful aspirants have 
done Follow these steps if you are an IAS 
aspirant and want to achieve youi target' 

Preparations for the Ciwl Smites 
Mains Fxam should start along with those 
of Preliminary exam This is because there 
is much common ground for study and 
there is little time for tht mams exam if 
one waits for the results of the 
Preliminaries It is a long haul and 
preparations should be done with 
persistence, over nine months to an year 

Choice of subjects 

One of the first questions that has to 
be answered is the choice of subjects Here 
the choice should not onl> be with regard 
■ to your interests but also with regard to 
the study material available It has been 
found that even science and engineering 
students take up subjects like history, 
sociology, anthropology, geography, 
political science, psychology and public 
administration because there is a huge 
amount of study material available, which 
covers the entire syllabus Even if your 
branch of study is different, it is advisable 
to keep in touch with one of these subjects 
which will help you when you start 
preparations. Start collecting books and 
readings once you have made your choice 

The next step is to make a time-bound 
study plan, which would include not only 
k studying the subject but improvement of 
wnttog expression. This is done by writing 


down the answers to the questions asked in 
previous years'papers Show these answers 
to someone you know, like a teacher in your 
college or university, parents or tnends The 
study should be done according to the 
syllabus and also in the same chronological 
order as given in the syllabus 

The folio tang topics need con rag • for 
Gmeral b Indus 

0 Current Atfairs—National and 
International 

n) Indian Polity 

hi) Indian Lconomv 

i w) Geography of India 

) S icncc and Tcchnologv 
11 ) I Iistor\ of India and Frc edom 
i Movement 

ou) Study of thoughts ot Mahatma 

Gandhi Jawaharlal Nehru and 

Rabindranath Tagore 

I vni) Statistics and Geneial 

Mathematics Abilitv 

To study current affairs it is essential 
to read one national newspaper and 1 m 
CoMirrmosi Mastir When \ou are 
studying the round up of national and 
mternational affairs efforts should not be 
merely taking up the information but also 
I to understand the issues involved Go into 
I the background of events for example 
the recent 1 ok Sabha elections threw up 
many issues Get to know these issues and 
be clear about them so that you can answer 
questions on them 

Reading List 

With regard to other topics, the books 
published by live NCERT are the best 
source of study Take up the text-books 
for classes IX, X, XI and XII However, just 
I reading these books will not serve the 
I purpose What is essential is that the 
1 person taking up self-study must pick up 
past question papers and write down the 
answers to questions asked therein A 
practice in writing is what is required to 


| attempt the paper Many students make 
the mistake ot studying tor hours but have 
no practice in writing down the answers, 
which costs heavily during the exam The 
skill required is that of organising the 
arguments and making a coherent answer 
from the diverse material One more thing 
, that must be kept in mind is that the 
answers must be a little different from 
others and must have some extra bit that 
ismissed outby others This is not difficult 
if one has understood the issue m depth 
One important aspect of the Civil 
Services Mains Fxam is that the questions 
do not ask for mere mfoimatron as a icply, 
but seek analysis backed with arguments 
from the candidates Usualiv one gets the 
I impression that one knows everything but 
thoughts do not flow out naturally as one 
( puts pen to paper Hence, writing down 
i the answers is an important aspect of the 
preparation Another thing is that the 
candidate must laiefully read the 
i questions in order to make out what the 
examiner is asking Hav ing done that it is 
, important to organise one's thoughts 
' before writing and the sequence of the 
1 answer should be from the most 
important/potent aspect to less important 
aspects 

| If you do not have someone to show 
I vour answers, keep them away and after 
a gap of some time, read them again You 
will discover many mistakes, which earlier 
you could not Analyse the answers m 
order to unprove them Tins exercise of 
re-analysis of answers improves the ability 
to be precise One of the important 
requirements of the Mains exam is that 
| the answers should be crisp and to-the* 

I point 

j Optional subjects 

I While studying for the optional 
subjects, keep in mind that there is no 
i scope for selective studies in the Civil 
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Services Examination. The whole syllabus 
must be completely and‘thoroughly 
covered. Invariably, some candidates 
organise their studies in a manner that 
they study one subject thoroughly, with 
reduced emphasis on their second subject. 
It is imperative that equal stress be given 
to both the subjects you have chosen. 

It is also important to remember that 
the level of questions asked is of the 
Masters level examination. The questions 
have an added spin in order to bring out 
the grasp of the candidate with regard to 
the basic concepts of the subject. Hence, if 
you choose subjects in which you do not 
have a basic grounding, it would be 
advisable to start from simple books. After 
getting the grasp of the basic concepts, 
start with higher level study material 
Here again, reflections on basic concepts 
and their application in real life is 
important. For best preparation and a 
success plan, it is suggested that the 
candidate make a habit of beginning his 
study by writing answers to three 
questions each day, one each from General 
Studies and two fiom optional subjects. 
Questions should be chosen from previous 
years' papers and the answer writing 
should be preceded by study on the 
subject. 

Most candidates do not have 
problems with regard to English and 
Hindi examinations and are able to qualify 
in them easily. However, it is important to 
have a good working knowledge of the 
two languages. In order to improve this 
skill, pick up a General Studies book and 
translate it into the language in which you 
are weak. For instance, if you are weak in 
Hindi, try translating important essays on 
current affairs into Hindi which will not 
only improve fluency but also the general 
knowledge. Another way is to write letters 
to friends in the language that one is weak 
in. 

Studying for General Studies 

Giving a detailed description of the 
optional subjects is not feasible here but 
we give here some suggested readings for 
the General Studies paper. Students 
should remember that this list is not 
exhaustive and they should choose the 
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books themselves based on 
recommendations of previous successful 
students, teachers and guides, etc. We are 
giving a list as a general requirement. 
NCERT, IGNOU booklets and National 
Book Trust (NBT) publications are quite 
1 helpfuj. For die Preliminary paper, study 
1 the following books: 

History: NCERT books of class XI and 
XII, Freedom Struggle (published bv 
National Book Trust). 

Geography: Class XII books of 
1 Geography (NCFRT), a good atlas 

Indian Polity: Introduction to the 
Indian Constitution. 

Indian Economy: NCERT and other 
books on Evolution of the Indian Economy 

General Science: NCERT books on 
i science, a science magazine or newspaper 
j supplements on science. 

1 Current Events: A national 
1 newspaper, Thi Competition Mastik, 
j newsmagazines 

General Mental Ability: Do the 
I Quantitative Aptitude published in Thi 
j CovipiTinoN Master, past test papers, 
i For the main examination, the study 
should be done in more detail. In addition 
to the above readings, the lollowirg are 
suggested as well: 

History: India's Struggle for 
Independence, IGNOU publications on 
Modern India. 

Indian Culture: Art and culture 
portions of history books. India Yearbook 
i (culture chapter), Encyclopaedia on Indian 
j Culture, Gazetteer of India, books on 
culture published by Publications Division 
and National Book Trust. * 

Current Affairs: A national 
newspaper, The Competition Master, 
current affairs programmes on 
Doordarshan, newsmagazines. 

Statistics: Class XI NCERT book on 
Statistics. 

j Indian Polity: Introduction to the 
! Constitution, Parliament. 

| Indian Geography: NCERT books on 

1 Indian Geography. 

Indian Economy: NCERT and other 
books on Indian Economy, financial 
newspapers, The Competition Master 
carries regular analysis of the Indian 
j Economy 

I Science: A science magazine, 



supplements in newspapers. 


I Interview 

j The final stage is that of interview, 
i There are cases where students clear the 
1 preliminary and the mains but fail at the 
! last stage. The secret is to start for 
, preparations for the interview along with 
! the written test. Develop the habit of 
debating and discussing issues with 
. triends or parents. Listen to the current 
| affairs programmes and learn to organise 
1 thoughts the way the participants do. 
I Develop interests and hobbies so that you 
I are able to answer convincingly. 

Understand the current affairs and the 
I issues behind the events. Remember that 
I the interview is not across examination 
i but a natural but purposeful conversation. 
It is an opportunity to reveal the mental 
qualities of a candidate. 

The interview is not a test oi 
specialised knowledge, as thathas already 
1 been tested in written examination. The 
, idea is to sec the social traits of a person 
1 and his personality as suited to a career in 
! the Civil Services. If a person gives the 
impression of being a bookworm, the 
chances of his selection are reduced. The 
j candidate must exhibit an intelligent 
interest in events happening around him 
, so that he appears to be a complete 
personality 

Finally, there is a very frequently 
( asked question about whether a candidate 
I should join a coaching centre and if so, 
which one. Coaching centres are helpful 
in the sense that they develop a discipline 
of attending regular classes. An instructor 
may be available who can give an opinion 
I about the answers written by a candidate. 

! At the same time, the candidate will meet 
j like-minded people with whom he can 
i develop the habit of debating and 
I discussion. However, the coaching centre 
must be chosen with care: the instructor 
must be erudite enough to»be able to guide 
students. If he is not well-read, the chances 
of guiding others would be diminished. 

It must also be remembered that 
preparation for the optional subjects must 
be done on one's own, as it is unlikely 
that any coaching centre would be abie to 
do justice to all the subjects. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Oceans going dry 

Q. If the oceans of the globe go dry, 
what would happen? Give three impor¬ 
tant consequences that would follow the 
most unnatural development. 

Ans. Oceans, which cover more than 
two third of the global surface, arc not only 
the most gracious gifts ot God blit are also 
the most crucial to human well-being The 
question 'what would happen it all the 
oceans ot the globe go dry' should send 
chill down the spine beta use the verv 
thought is both nagging and nightmarish 
Once the misfortune—rather the cata¬ 
strophic calamity—overtakes all living 
things, flora and fauna, the shape ot the 
globe would become too distorted to be 
fully described in words A little aberra¬ 
tion here and there in the natural scheme 
of things may be rectified, blit as far as the 
crude and cruel consequences of the 'dried i 
up oceans' are concerned, the less said the 
better. I 

The first and foremost fall-out of the 1 
'oceans becoming dry' will be ielt on en¬ 
vironment, ecology, ram-fall and snow- 
covered mountains Since oceans aie the 
most potent source of cloud-formation, 
their going dry will mean very little cloud 
formation which in return would surely 
and adversely affect rainfall and snow¬ 
ing. Once those adverse consequences 
begin to show their ugly face, the very I 
survival of agriculture, horticulture and , 
other forms of land-cum-water related 1 
productive activities will be jeopardised 
With scanty rain-cum-snowfall, rivers, t 
ponds, tanks, lakes and the like will face ( 
a fearful fate. 

The citadels of civilisation that have j 
prospered and perpetuated themselves on i 
the sea coasts will lose much of their his¬ 
torical strength aftd relevance. All types of 
commercial activities supported and sus¬ 
tained by sea waves, steamers, ships, etc 


w ill conn* to a halt, thiow ing the economy 
oul ot gear and human beings out of their 
jobs N’ot only the economy ot a country 
that boasts of its long sea-coasts and tour- 1 
ist resorts on islands, but also the climatic 
conditions will undergo changes for the ( 
worst once five oceans go dry The naval 1 
wings ot armed forces of the concerned 
countries will have to be wound up or 
disbanded, rendering thousands of naval 
cadets, officers and other ranks redundant 
and jobless, besides turning war-ships, 
submarines, W al simply show-pieces or ar¬ 
ticles of a museum 

With the 'oceans going dry' millions j 
ot poor people all over the world will be I 
deprived of inexpensive protein provided 
h\ the sea-tish Oceans that have been 
emerging as a repository ot valuable met¬ 
als and w under drugs will be lost to man¬ 
kind To sum up - Oceans are a source of 
food, commerce, medicine and recreation 
They shape our weather and link us to 
other nations In the 21st century we will 
look increasingly to the oceans to meet 
our every-day needs 

Steps against child-abuse 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to curb/control 'child-abuse' in India. 
Elucidate or substantiate how the steps 
suggested by you would be effective in 
deed! 

Ans. The scourge of 'child abuse' in 
India has assumed diabolic dimensions 
and the horrific description of 'child 
abuse' cases, both within the four walls 
of our homes as well as in open public 
places like railway stations, bus stands, 
public parks and the like, should be 
enough to shock and shame any civilised 
society. In the past, when some stray inci¬ 
dents of ‘child abuse' appeared in the 
press, they were dismissed as 'yellow or 
sensational journalism', out to tarnish the 


image oi Indian society that was consid¬ 
ered to be the ‘paragon of time- tested 
virtues and values'. But the reality, as we 
see and read about daily belies all our 
claims. Unless we take the following mea¬ 
sures to deal with the growing problem 
of 'child abuse', especially the ‘female 
child abuse', the stigma will not easily dis¬ 
appear. 

The axiom 'prevention is better than 
cure' should be scrupulously practised. 
Vigilance on the part of parents and aware¬ 
ness among children about their vulner¬ 
ability could be the first step in curbing the 
growing menace Though it goes against 
our culture, a cautious attitude towards 
relatives and acquaintances needs to be 
inculcated in children 

Public places should be well 
guarded and supervised by the authori¬ 
ties concerned. Gullible street children 
who are easily enticed by the 'bully and 
•heir agents' deserve special attention so 
that the former do not fall an easy prey 
to the tricks of the latter. Relief and reha¬ 
bilitation of children abandoned by their 
parents due to poverty or to other com¬ 
pulsive conditions, should be provided 
by the welfare departments of State gov¬ 
ernments. Voluntary organisations can 
play a pivotal role in alleviating the suf¬ 
ferings of 'tortured and traumatised chil¬ 
dren' at tiie hands of social sharks and 
vultures. 

Laws dealing with 'child abuse', 
bonded labour, immoral traffic and the like 
should be enforced both in letter and spirit. » 
The legal proceedings against the culprits, 
criminals and their associates should be 
avoided to become tedious and tardy as 
far as incidents of 'child abuse’ are con¬ 
cerned. The impression that we have too 
many laws for ail crimes and too little 
application to bring to book tlje crooked 
and the culprit, should not be allowed to 
linger on any more. 
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Opinion/exit polls and elections ^ 

Q. "Exit-polls and poll surveys" in¬ 
fluence voters and vitiate free and fair I 
elections In the light of this statement 1 
express your views based on past ex- 1 
perience, knowledge and ground reali¬ 
ties 

Ans Predictions or projutions based | 
on opinion/exit polls may not i ome out as I 
true and exact as the findings of a scientist 
in his laboratory Since the conclusions 
drawn by a psephologist are based on the 
opinion of the voters selected/picked up 
at random fiom the cross sections ot the 
society, the possibilities ot the findings 
varying at different hands cannot be ruled 
out altogether 1 he concept and prac tice of 
psephologv (study of the way in which 
people vote in elections) has been gaining 
ground in India during elections that ha\ i 
become quite frequent now If the incudi- | 
nah long elec lion schedule wasnt enough ( 
the elec torate w as barraged by a surteit ot 
exit/opinion polls each claiming to be 
more correc t than the othi i Arolativ eno\- 
elty in India, exit polls and poll surveys 
have become media events—rather dress 
rehearsals toi the ical thing that the ballot 
boxes throw open when the counting actu 
ally takes place and the ivsults start flow 
mg in 

In the last held elections of the mi! 
lennium, two questions that created both 
excitement and controversv were Do exit 
polls influence the w avenng/floatmg v ot 
ers and thus vitiate the otherwise free and 
tair polls’ Secondly, are the findings of 
such an exercise undertaken by different 
agencies with varying results credible* 
Critics of the 'opinion polls say that such 
an exercise, w hether voluntary or mampu 
lated, makts a mockery ot free and fair 
polls Whether the Indian v oter is mature 
or naiv e enough to be influenced or not 
the implications oi exit poll comprehtn 
>>ivelv seen, heard and understood can 
not be lost sight ot Whether the outcome 
of the exercise proves as fallacious as it 
did in Tamil Nadu in 1998 and in l) P 
and Karnataka in 1999 oi as nearly accu¬ 
rate as in some other cases it is none of 
the business of pollsters to svvav the 
voteis one wav or the other It is the job of 


the political parties and their leaders to 
sell their programmes and policies 
through rhetoric or populist pronounce¬ 
ments 

Fven after the Supreme Court refused 
to endorse the Election Commission's di¬ 
rections on the issue of Exit/Opinion 
Polls' the matter has not been settled as 
vet In future also the paramount issue, 
whether a ban on exit poll' would be 
desirable, whether it would be m the best, 
widest and fullest interests of India s de¬ 
mocracy, remains open for debate and 
disiussion 

Hard work versus slogans and 
sermons ! 

i 

Q Some right thinking persons | 
who have made a mark in life feel 
that India needs seriousness of pur¬ 
pose and hard work more than slo¬ 
gans and sermons Substantiate the 
observation/statement with your 
views based on experience, knowl¬ 
edge and reading 

Ans Not rhetoric but rigorous hard 
work, coupled with seriousness of pur 
pose, is the key to success, w hich has be | 
come the hall mark ot an individual's 
peisonal ranking, as also the talking point 
of a social group or community Only such 
human beings irrespective of their caste, 
creed or colour, can carve a noticeable 
i niche tor themselv es as are highly moti 
v ated by the gospel of work over words 
deeds over dithering Endowed with enor¬ 
mous resources, untapped man power and 
v ibiant vision, if India still ranks very low 
on the giaph or ladder of human devel- 
J opment and dignity the fault does not lie 
. w ith our stars but w ith our lethargy and 
! too much reliance upon slogans and ser- 
1 mons that are like empty v essels making 
much noise 

Human history, which is a telling tes 
timonv to man's unquenchable quest for 
more and more control over mimical I 
forces of hunger, disease or disability, ig¬ 
norance and exploitation, tells us all the 
tame that nothing happens by chance For 
every success or achievement, ideas are 
like the kick m the mind that goad us into 
< onstructive and creative action so that | 


tomorrow may be better than today. There 
is nothing as wonderful as work that pro¬ 
duces wealth and welfare if we are driven 
by the forces of sincerity and seriousness 
of purpose 

It is not only a matter of personal 
success or achievement that changes the 
socio-economic canvas, it is also the large- 
term impact of such an achievement on 
the society at large that moulds the mores 
and mind-set of the people If haid-work 
pays rich dividends to individuals like 
corporate houses, professionals of allhues, 
entrepreneurs, inventors and discoverers, 
ft al, the message that goes across the 
board, especially for a vast population liv¬ 
ing or subsisting on or below the poverty, 
is dear and candid No amount of breast- 
beatmg, raising of slogans or delivering 
of sermons will solve our perennial prob¬ 
lems ot poverty, deprivation and destitu¬ 
tion, unless and until the majority of our 
man-power embarks upon the rough and 
tough road of hard work and seriousness 
of purpose 
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General Studies Scene 


Q 1 Discuss the safeguards provided by the Indian 
Constitution to the civil servants Also describe the term, "op¬ 
portunity of being heard" What arc the fundamental rights ( 
of the civil servants 7 

Ans A distinct feature of the parliamentary system is that 
while the policy formulation is done by the ministers respon- j 
sible to the legislature the execution of such policy is done by 
a large body of officials who have no concern with politics 
rhese officials, called the civil servants do not belong to anv 
political party and aie recruited pt rmanently by follow ing the , 
1 iid down procedure Thi-. body of the executive is permanent 
and provides continuity to the administration As inherited 
from the British systc m u\ il servants in India hold their office 
during the pleasure of the President or the (,o\unor of the 
State as the case ma) be subiect to certain safeguards pro 
sided In case of certain high officials like the fudges of the 
Supreme C ourt an f High courts Auditor (icni ral and the ( hie f 
riection Commissioner special procedures laid down in Ai 
tides 124,148 218 and 124 are to bi adopted in cast of other 
uvil servants, the following safeguards aie given in the ( on j 
stitution 

(a) A civil servant cannot bi dismissed or remtn ed from 
service by an\ officer subordinate to that by whom he was 
appointed 

(b) The Constitution guarantees that no dismissal lemoval oi 
reduction m rank can be ordered against a civil servant by the 
competent authority without affording reasonable opportunity of 
being heard in respect of charges against him The term reason- i 
able opportunity includes 

(/) an opportunity to deny the charges and establish his inno¬ 
cence, and 

(ii) an opportunity to detend himsett by examinmg himself ) 
and other witnesses m his defence and also by cross examining 
the witnesses produced against him 

Hence, before anv action like dismissal remcn al or reduction 
in rank is taken by any authority against a civil servant there i 
should be specific charges against him he should have an oppor¬ 
tunity to deny those charges and defend himself and finally the 
decision should be taken by the competent authority by following 
the principle of natural justice Opportunity must he given if the 
penalty of dismissal, removal or reduction m rank is to be im¬ 
posed There are, however, three exceptions where opportunity 
need nbi be given These are conviction in a criminal case, or 
where it is not reasonably practical to hold an inquiry or where ( 
the President or the Governor as the case may be, is satisfied that 
m the interest of the security of theStateitis not expedient to hold 
such inquiry 


As a general principle all the fundamental 1 ights available to 
other citizens are also available to the i tvil servants But at the 
same time, pi o\ iso to Article T09 provides to the State the power 
to regulate the cond itions of service of civil ser\ ants State could 
take steps to ensure several qualities among the civil servents 
and prescribe the sei vice conditions foi them But such regula¬ 
tion ot service condition of the civil servants to restrict their 
fundamental rights is \ ilid only to the extent that such restric¬ 
tions are reasonably necessary in the interest of efficiency, mteg- 
nty, impartiality discipline and other such qualities, which have 
a direct bearing on the sen icc condition* of the public servants 
on the one hand and on then fundamental rights on the other. 
A diliotc bilancc is thus maintained while ensuring funda¬ 
ment il rights to the ci\ il ser\ ices In case ot military and police 
lorces the restrictions are much more than those on the civil 
si rv cuts 

Q 2 Discuss the emergence and role of new forces in the 
national movement after the year 1927 What was their coit* 
tnbution to the freedom struggle 7 

Ans Ihe year 1927 maiked a watei-shed m the national 
movement of India While the Indian National Congress re¬ 
mained almost dormant upto the end of 1929 there were several 
other forces which emerged on the political scene and made 
their own contribution to the freedom struggle The ideas of 
socialism and Marxism caught the fancy of the younger genera¬ 
tion Within the Congress itself, a left wing was born under the 
leadership of Pt lawahar Lai Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose 
Several student unions emerged after the formation of All Ben¬ 
gal Conference of students w Inch was preside d o\ or by Nehru 
Tht y oiuig nationalists had then ow n radical solutions to politi¬ 
cal soc wl and economic ev ils ot the country The Russian Re\ o- 
lution brought into existence seveial socialist and communist 
groups in Ind ta Manv w ho w ere disillusioned by the Gandhian 
ideas turned to these leftist groups In addition to the Commu¬ 
nist Party of India, which was formed in 1925, *tvcral workers 
md peasants parties were v!so founded in different parts of the 
^oiintrv dunng late twenties In Gujarat and littar Piadesh sev-j 
eral large-stale agitation* ol lhe peasants took place in 1928 
Bardoli Satyagraha of Gujarat in 1928, undo the leadership of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is an example when the peasants could 
get their demands accepted 

Another important force during this period was the revolu¬ 
tionary terrorist movement, which also began to take a socialist 
turn Prior to this in 1924 and 1925, several members of this 
movement were arrested and were sentenced to long-term impris¬ 
onment The other members started joining several leftist groups 
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thereafter and moved away from terrorism. The Hindustan So¬ 
cialist Republican Association was formed which, in an attempt to 
let people know about their changed political agenda, organised ! 
a harmless blast in the Central Legislative Assembly through ( 
Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt in 1929. They deliberately chose to get 1 
arrested and made use of the court as a forum tor revolutionary 
propaganda ! 

Trial ot various revolutionaries evoked sharp reactions from 
all over the country. Bhagat Singh, alongwith a few others, 
was tried for the assassination of Saunders. The trial of all the [ 
revolutionaries and their statements, covered widely by the j 
press, won the sympathy of the people, particularly the younger , 
ones. Jatin Dass, who laid down his life alter 63 days of fast, ' 
attracted the attention of the entire country. Later, Chandra J 
Shekhar Azad was killed in a shooting encounter with the Police 
in Allahabad 

These new trends in the nationalist movement were respon¬ 
sible to motivate the youth and women to join the national 
struggle for freedom. The government suppressed the revolu¬ 
tionary movement with a heavy hand. These new forces filled 
the vacuum created by the dormancy of the Congress during 
these years. But at the same hand, the repression let loose by the 
government attracted the attention of many, who gradually not 
only became part of the national mainstream, but also partici¬ 
pated actively in the struggle for freedom. Press also played an 
important role by highlighting the sacrifices of the revolutionar- i 
ies, on the one hand, and their statements of patriotism during 
their trials, on the other Leftist movement, manifested through j 
various agitations, also had its share in roping in a large maior- 
lty of Indian, particularly the young, to the freedom struggle of 1 
the country. 

I 

Q. 3. Handicrafts and handlooms have a special place in 
Indian economy. Analyse their contribution to the economic 
development effort of the country alongwith their expected 
role in the future. 

Ans. The spread of industrialisation, particularly the 
large-scale industries, has remained concentrated around big * 
towns and cities for obvious reasons. The villages have, by I 
and large, remained untouched by such industrialisation. But, t 
traditionally handlooms and handicrafts have formed the | 
backbone of industrial enterprise in the rural areas. From the j 
point of view of employment generation and exports poten- | 
tiai, these sectors have proved to be very useful for the i 
economy. At the beginning of Eighth Five Year Plan, the i 
handloom sector provided employment to about 80 lakh > 
people, while the indirect employment was much higher. At j 
the same time, the export value of handicrafts was estimated , 
to be about Rs 14000 crore. 

Both these sectors are the priority sectors and the govern¬ 
ment is trying its best to promote these areas by new 
programmes. In the handloom industry, the focus so far has 
been oncooperatisation, modernisation, design development, 
training and ensuring minimum earnings to the employees. 
The National Handloom Development Corporation (NHDC) 


and National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) 
have been pioneers in this sector and with the assistance of 
Indian Institute of Handloom Technology, have helped the 
smaller societies to get strengthened by organising training 
programmes, publicity, expos, exhibitions, etc. But, despite 
some good efforts, the cooperative coverage among the 
handloom remains as low as 30 per cent. Weak organisation, 
inadequate credit, poor marketing infrastructure and 
bureaucratisation are some of the evils that hamper the opera¬ 
tions of the handlooms. Powerloom sector and organised mills 
pose a serious threat to the very existence of handlooms. Re¬ 
cently, the government has decided to do away with the prac¬ 
tice of routing the financial assistance only through the 
cooperatives. 

Handicrafts are known to blend utility with beauty and 
cater to the elite as well as other classes of the society. One of 
the mam problems faced m developing this sector is the wide 
spread of craftsmen over a larger area. Marketing of the handi¬ 
crafts is yet another major problem. Since marketing is largely 
controlled by the private parties, the craftsmen get very less 
amounts tor their products and major chunk of the sale price 
is eaten away by the middlemen The potential of this sector to 
generate employment has also not been exploited to the full 
extent. Hence, there is a need to reorient the priorities and 
schemes in this sector. There is an urgent need to provide 
marketing network as well as credit facilities. The number of 
middlemen is also needed to be reduced. Easy and local avail¬ 
ability of raw material, skill development and improvement 
and proper technical guidance are some of the areas in which 
handicraft sector needs assistance of the government agencies 
The import policy should discourage finished handicrafts, while 
import of raw material should be made tariff free. The existing 
Design and Technical Development Centres should be strength¬ 
ened to provide extensive training and technical support to 
the craftsmen. Institutes at national level like the National In¬ 
stitute of Design and National Institute of Fashion Technology 
have to come forward to provide modern and more desirable 
designs of the handicrafts. 

Both these sectors have contributed immensely to the 
developmental effort of the country, particularly in the rural and 
remote areas where the spread of modern industrialisation has 
not reached. Generation of employment and self-employment is 
one of the areas in which these sectors have already contributed 
richly and have much larger role to play in future also. The 
government has to re-frame some of its policies towards these 
sectors so that they get strengthened and could survive the 
serious challenge posed by the imports and multinationals. Ad¬ 
ditional support in the form of increased credit facilities, better 
investment climate at the micro level, better designing, low cost 
designs and production technologies and state-aided and better 
marketing facilities would give die required fillip to these sec¬ 
tors, which would, in turn help in providing better employment 
opportunities, remove disguised unemployment as well as sea¬ 
sonal unemployment, and, last but not die least improve die 
levels of incomes in the rural areas. 
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India 

The long array of significant pvents 
which took place during the months of 
December in the Indian history include 
Gokhale becoming an additional 
member of Council of Governor-General 
of India on December 20,1901; 
Rabindranath Tagore inaugurating 
Brahmacharya Ashram in Shantiniketan 
on December 22,1901; Muslim 
Educational Conference at Dacca 
resolving to form All India Muslim 
League on December 30,1906; arrival 
of King George and Queen Mary, the 
first British Sovereigns, in India on 
December 2,1911; the first singing of 
Jan Gana Mana at the Calcutta Session 
of Indian National Congress on 
December 27,1911; appointment of 
Kowlatt Committee by Government of 
India to investigate into 'criminal 
conspiracies in view of the 
revolutionary movements on December 
10,1917; Government of India Act 1919 
getting Royal assent on December 25, 
1919; revolutionaries making a futile 
attempt to kill the Viceroy Lord Irwin 
by blowing off train with time bomb at 
New Delhi on December 23,1929; 
passing of resolution for 'complete 
independence' at Lahore session of 
Congress on December 31, 1929; 
Shailendra Ghosh returning to India on 
December 24,1936 after remaining in 
exile for 20 years; Constituent Assembly 
of India holding its first meeting on 
December 9,1946; Indian Army 
liberating Goa, Daman and Diu from 
Portuguese on December 19,1961; 
Pakistan launching attack cm the 
Western Sector on December 3,1971; all 
East Pakistani forces surrendering to 
India on December 16,1971; Lok Sabha 
expelling Indira Gandhi, former Prime 
Minister, from the House on Decemoet 
19,1978 and sentencing imprisonment 
for a term until propagation of the 
House; Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 


| joinmg leaders of Greece, Sweden, 
Tanzania, Mexico and Argentina to 
receive 'Beyond War' award on 
December 14,1985; Viswanathan 
Anand becoming the first Indian to 
win the Grandmaster title in chess on 
December 28,1987; Lok Sabha passing 
bill on December 10, 1998, for re- 
introduction of Rs 1,000 note 


Dedicatory 

I Henri Bacquerel, the French 
i Physician who discovered 
Radioactivity through investigation 
of Uranium and got the Nobel Prize 
in 1903, was bom on December 15, 
1852 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, who 
became Law Member of Lord 
Reading's Executive Council, was 
born on December 3,1875 at Aligarh 
Dr Rajendra Prasad, India's 
first President, was born on 
December 3, 1884 in Saran. 

I Mulk Raj Anand, author, 

novelist and critic, of the fame of 
Confession of a Lover and Coolie, was 
bom on December 12,1905 

| Ranbir Raj Kapoor, producer, 

director, actor of the fame of Aag, 
Mera Naam Joker and Bobby, was bom 
on December 14,1924. 


International 

The significant events which took 
place during the months of December in 
the international history include: 
Guglielmo Marconi sending first 
transatlantic radio signal on December 
12,1901; British, German and Italian 
fleets seizing Venezuelan Navy to force 
payment of debts on December 19, 

1902; Wright brothers making aviation 
history with Orville becoming foe first 
person to fly in foe 'Flyer' on 


December 17,1903; Captain Ronald 
Amundson reaching South Pole on 
December 16,1911; Reza Khan of Iran 
deposing last Shah of Qajar Dynasty to 
become Reza Shah Pahlavi on 
December 12, 1925; House of Commons 
passing without division, foe Second 
Reading of the Indian Church Bill on 
December 16,1927; beginning of foe 
first Women's Cricket Match between 
Australia and England on December 28, 
1934 at Brisbane; Japan bombing Pearl 
Harbour, Hawaii and Malaya on 
December 7,1941; Hong Kong 
surrendering to Japan on December 25, 
1941; World Bank coming into existence 
on December 27,1945 with signing of 
Bretton Woods agreement by 28 
countries; creation of UNICEF by foe 
UN General Assembly on December 11, 
1946, to provide massive emergency 
relief to foe destitute, young victims of 
foe World War II; the UN General 
Assembly adopting foe Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights on 
December 10,1948; UN admitting 
Japan on December 18,1956; foe first 
exhibition of a prototype of foe 
supersonic airliner Concorde in 
Toulouse, France on December 11, 
1967; Soviet Union vetoing on 
December 14,1971 a US resolution 
calling upon India for cease-fire and 
withdrawal of forces, Arab guerrillas 
seizing 13 OPEC Ministers as 
hostages in Vienna on December 21, 
1975; UN General Assembly adopting 
the legally binding Convention on 
'Elimination of All Forms of 
Discriminations against Women' on 
December 18, 1979; inauguration of 
the first SAARC Summit at Dhaka on 
December 7,1985; Mikhail Gorbachev 
resigning as foe USSR President on 
December 25, 1991; opening of 13th 
Asian Games in Bangkok on 
December 6, 1998. 
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1 Which famous drink, sold for the 
first time in 1886, was originally produced 
as a quick remedy for headaches? 

a) Pepsi b ) Coca Cola 

c) Perrier d) Carlsberg 

2. Which famous actor owns the Mon¬ 
arch group of companies, which owns a 
string of hotels in Ooty 7 

a) Amitabh Bachchan 

b) Chunky Pandey 

c) Salman Khan 

d) Mithun Chakraborty 

3. Name the business family which has 
been named in the chargesheet on Bofors 
as being the alleged recipients of the Rs 64 
ctore payoffs 

it) Hmdujas 

b) Singhanias 

c) Birlas 

d) Ambanis 

4. Which brand of batteries has a logo 
based on the saying, "A cat has nine lives" 7 

a) Duracell b) Nikkon 

c) Eveready d) Excell 

5. Which famous company was set up 
in a garage in Delhi in 1976 to design a 
micro computer based on an Intel 8080 
microprocessor? 

u) Microsoft b) Apple 

c) Wang d) HCL 

6 Name the founder of the company 
in Q. 5: 

a) Bill Gates 

b) Steve Jobs 

c) Shiv Nadar 

d) Leng Chui 

7. Which Indian company had its logo 
designed by the famous designer Wolff 
Ollins? The logo suggests fluid motion. 

a) Reliance 

b) Tata 

c) Mahindra & Mahindra 

d) Bajaj 

8. Which car advertises itself as "The 
Josh Machine"? 

a) Ikon b) City 

c) Sienna d) Baleno 


9 Who is the author of "The Future of 
Capitalism", the best-selling book on eco¬ 
nomics 7 

a) Lester Thurow 

b) Paul Samuelson 

c) Amartya Sen 

d) Jagdish Bhagwati 

10 Pick the odd man out 

a) Arthur D. Little 

\ b) McKmsey 

• c) Price Waterhouse Coopers 

d) Merril Lynch 

11 Which Indian company has made a 
bid foi Tetley Ltd, the UK-based tea giant 7 

o) Reliance b) Tata 

c) Lipton d) HLL 

12 Which company markets the fol¬ 
lowing brands Allen Solly, Louis Philippe, 
Van Huesen and Peter England 7 

a) Reliance b ) Stanrose Fabrics 

I c) Madura Coats d) Garden Textiles 

; 13. Name the company founded by 

top Wipro executives, including Ashok 
Soota- 

<?) Mtndtree 

b) Wipro Technologies 

c) Professionals 

d) Hughes Software 

14 Which company has launched 
[ Ayurvedic Concepts, which sells ayurvedic 
1 products for the sophisticated 7 
| a) Dabur 

i b) Himalaya Drug Co 

j c) Revlon 

; d) Ranbaxy 

15. Name the soap launched by HLL 
against Dettol soap? 

a) Breeze b) Lifebuoy Plus 
I c) Dove d) Savlon 

j 16. Which company makes Dettol 
i soap 7 

a) Nirma 

b) Johnson and Johnson 

c) Reckitt and Coleman 

d) Calcutta Chemicals 

17. Which company has launched 
'Wild' and 'Cool' perfumed talcum pow¬ 


der packs under Elle 18, with the*adltne, 
"Be Yourself" 7 

a) Coty b) Revlon 

c) Lakme Lever d) Tips and loes 
18. Which airline has been ranked No. 
1 in all categories in the Images 1999 sur¬ 
vey conducted by Time magazine 7 

a) Thai b) Fnurates 

c) SAS d) Singapore 

19 Which is India's most widely read 
Hindi daily, according to IRS 1999 7 

d) Dainik Bhaskar' 

b) Dainik Jagran 

c) Punjab Kesri 
if) Hindustan 

20 Name the battery launched by BP1, 
which was censured for wrong advertising: 

a) Duracell b ) Fxcell 

r) Powercell d) Pluscell 

21 Mentor, Voyager and Gralika are 
the brand names ol 

a) Stationery products launched by 
Camhn 

b) Educational CD-ROMs launched by 

HCL 

c) PCs launched by Wipro 

d) Magazmes launched by Spectrum 
Publications 

22. What is CARE? 

a) An American voluntary otgamsation 

b ) A Credit Rating Agency 

c) A PR agency for image management 

d) An advertising agency 

23. The Syrian Christian family of 
Mammen Mapillai is the founder of which of 
the following well known Indian company? 

a) Apollo b) TVS 

c)MRF cf)MMG 

24. The motto of which film company 
was "More stars than there are in heaven"? 

а) 20th Century Fox 

б) MGM 

c) Playboy 

d) Paramount 

25. The software for the first entirely 
new English dictionary in the last 30 years 
has been released. Which company has 
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developed it? 

a) Microsoft b) Brittanica 

c) Oxford d) Cambridge 

26. "Work expands to fill the time 
available for its completion." Name the 
person who gave this law. 

a) Murphy b) Toffler 

c) Drucker d) Parkinson 

27. Which of the following is not a 
financial institution? 

a) ICICI b ) LIC 

c) IIPA d) IDBI 

28. Fiscal policy means: 
n) credit policy 

b) planning policy 

c) taxation policy 

d) public debt policy 

29. Ferozabad in UP is famous for: 

a) leather industry 

b) glass industry 

d) rubber industry 
d) cotton industry 

30. National income is the: 

a) net national product at marktft 
prices 

b) net national product at factor cost 
r) net domestic product at market 

prices 

d) net domestic product at factor cost 

31. Peter England is the brand name 
of: 

a) shirts b) cigarettes 

c) shoes t/pearpets 

32. VIPsuitcases are manufactured bv 
which of tile following companies? 

a) Asian Plastics 

b) Aristocrat luggage 

c) Samsonite 

d) Blow Plast 

33. Who has written the book, "Busi¬ 
ness at the Speed of Thought"? 

<t) Gita Piramal b) Bill Gates 

c) Bill Clinton ' d) Rahul Bajaj 

34. Who, among the following, has 
been named Businessman of die Century 
by Fortune magazine? 

ft) Henry Luce 

b) Jack Welch 

c) Matsushita 

d) Henry Ford 

35. Which is India's top newspaper in 
terms of circulation, according to NRg *99? 

a) Mathrubhumi 
it) Malaysia Manorma 
- t) Daily Thanthi 


d) Dainik Bhaskar 

36. Why was "Melissa" in the news 
recently? 

a) it was the name of a hurricane which 
hit die cast coast of USA 

b) it is the name of a film based on the 
life of Princess Diana 

i c) it is the name of the Internet model 

i made by software experts 
i d) it is the name of a computer virus 
| which hit computers recently 

37. Name the first Indian firm to be 
I listed on the New York Stock Exchange 
S (NYSE)? 

i a) lnfosvs b) Lucent Infotech 

i c) ICICI d) IDBI 

38. Who has taken over as the new 
j managing director of Maruti Udyog in 
J August, '99? 

a) G. Tokiamura 
| b) RSSLN Bhaskaruddu 

i c) Tagdish Khattar 

i d) Ariin Kapoor 

! 39. Who has been honoured as the 

! "Entrepreneur of the Year" Award for 1999 
j by the business consultants, Ernst & Young? 

o) Subhash Chandra 
j b) Adi Godrej 

j c) Sabeer Bhatia 

j d) Anil Ambani 

I 40. Akio Morita, who died recently, 

! was the founder of which of the following 
! companies? 

1 a) Samsung b) Sony 
i c) National Panasonic 

; d) Hyundai 

! 41. According to the World Bank's 

World Development Report, India is the 

_largest economic power in terms of 

Purchasing Power Parity (PPP): 
ft) third b) fourth 

c) fifth d) sixth 

42. Which recently launched software 
company had its logo designed by Chetan, 
a 17-year student at Spastic Society School? 

o) Mindtree b) Infosys 

c) Lucent Technologies 

d) TCS 

43. Name the CEO of NIIT, who has 
been presented the Distinguished Alum- ’ 
rius Award by HT, Delhi: 

a) Shiv Nadar 

b) Vijay Thadani 

c) Ashok Soota 

d) AralChandwani 
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44. Which of the following companies 
has received the Samman Patra from the 
Customs Department for export perfor¬ 
mance in 1998-99? 

a) Reliance Industries 

b) Maharaja Exports 

c) Godrej Appliances 

d) Zee Telefilms 

45. Gudang Gamang, the cigarette 
company which plans to set up a factory in 
Assam, belongs to which country? 

ft) India b) Malaysia 

c) Singapore d) Thailand 

46. To set up a private bank in India, 

tile RBI stipulates that its capital base must 
be Rs_crore. 

<t) 100 b) 200 

c) 300 d) 400 

47. The Salt Lake factory of Philips 
India Ltd has been sold to which of the 
following companies? 

«) Videocon b) Samsung 

c) BPL d) LG 

48. The Proton car, which plans to set 
up a subsidiary in India, belongs to which 
country? 

n) S. Korea b) Malaysia 

c) Japan d) USA 

49. What is the name of the 
Gramophone Company of India's music 
subsidiary in England? 

a) Vande Mataram b) Indipop 
c) Saregama d) Sangeet 

50. Name the Indian business leader 
in die Top Asians of the Century poll con¬ 
ducted by Time magazine: 

a) Dhirubhai Ambani 

b) CKBirla 

c) JRD Thta 

d) none of the above 


ANSWERS 


1. b) 

2. d) 

3. ft) 

4. c) 

5. d) 

6. c) 

7. b) 

8. a) 

9. it) 

10. d) 

11. b) 

12. c) 

13. ft) 

14. b) 

15. d) 

16. c) 

17. c) 

18. d) 

19. <t) 

20. b) 

21. c) 

22. b) 

23. c) 

24. b) 

25. ft) 

26. d) 

27. c) 

28. c) 

29. b) 

30. ft) 

31. ft) 

32. d) 

33. b) 

34. c) 

35. d) 

36. d) 

37. c) 

38. c) 

39. ft) 

40. b) 

41. c) 

42. it) 

43. b) 

44. d) 

45. b) 

46. c) 

47. a) 

48. b) 

49. c) 

50. c) 
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examinations and opportunities Institutes should send us 
information well in advance to be included here Readers are 
advised to assess their own suitability and that of the institute 
before applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any 
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Civil Services 


Programme of UPSC exams to be held in 2000 


Examination 

1 Combined Medical 

Date of 
notification 

Last date 

Exam date 

Services 

2 Combined Defence 

161099 

151199 

26 3 2000 

Services(l) 
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131199 
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9 4 2000 

Academy (1) 
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Design 

1 School Leavers' Programme/Advanced Entry 


Programme (4/2.5 years)— Eligibility Class 12 with competence 
in maths, science and social sciences, and age below 22/25 
years Written test January 8-9, 2000 Last date November 
26, 1999 Apply to National Institute of Design Paldi, 
Ahmedabad • 380 007 with a DD for Rs 500 payable to Secretary, 
NID, and a sa se 25x12 cm with Rs 9 stamps 

2 Diploma in (a) Fashion/Accessory Design, b) Textile, 
knitwear, leather garments design and technology, garment 
manufacturing and apparel marketing, (c) Advanced 
Programme In Fashion Design, (dj Garment Manufacturing 
Technology, (e) Apparel Marketing and Merchandising, (/) 
Fashion Communication— Eligibility Class 12 with 50% marks 
for (a) and graduation with 50% marks for (b) Written test 
February 12-13, 2000 Last date January 7, 2000 Apply to 
National Institute of Fashion Technology, NIFT Campus, Hauz 
Khas, Near Gulmohur Park, New Delhi -110 016 with a DD for 
Rs 300 or at NIFT centres at Mumbai, Calcutta, Hyderabad, 
Chennai, Gandhinagar and Bangalore 

Management 

1 Master of Business Management (MBM) —Eligibility 
Minimum 2 years’ post-qualification work expenence and first class 
bachelor's degree in engineering or masters degree in specified 
subjects Written examination February 2, 2000 Last date 
December 15,1999 Apply to Chairman, GATE, Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kharagpur - 721 302 with a DD for Rs 1000 

2 PGDBM, PGDCA, PGDBM—Part Time, Fellow 

Programme (FPM), Distance Learning Programmes— 
Eligibility Bachelor’s degree in any discipline, for PGDCA, maths 
upto class 12 Written test December 26, 1999 Last date 
December 11,1999 Apply to Chairman Admissions, Institute of 
Management Technology (IMT), Rajnagar, Hapur Road, 
Ghaziabad - 201001 with a DD for Rs 600 and 2 self-addressed 
stickers * 

3 PG Diploma In Management and HRD (PGDM—2 
years/PGDHRD—1 year)—Eligibility Graduates with minimum 
50% marks for PGDM and Post graduates for PGDHRD. Written 
test January 9,2000 Last date: December 20,1999. Apply to; 
Symbiosis Centre for Management and HRD (SCMHRD), /Mur 
Centre, New Management Building, Gokhaie Cross Road, Model 
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Colony PO, Pune - 411 016 with a DD for 
R$ 850 and 4 self-addressed stickers 

4 MBA (Part time) and MBA 
(Health care administration)— Eligibility 
Graduation with minimum 45% marks and 
3 years’ experience as an executive for 
MBA (PT) and Graduation in medicine with 
5-year expenence m hospital administration 
for MBA (HCA) Written test January 30, 
1999 Last date December 10,1999 Apply 
to Faculty of Management Studies 
University of Delhi, Delhi -110 007 with a 
DD for Rs 550 

5 PG Diplomas In Business 
(PGDBA), Advertising and 
Communications (PGDACM), Rural 
Marketing (PGDRM)— Eligibility 
Bachelor’s degree with minimum 50% 
marks Written test February 6, 2000 
or GMAT score of 600 and above Last 
date December 11, 1999 Apply to 
Narsee Monjee Institute o? 
Management Studies, VL Mehta Road 
Vile Parle (W), Mumbai - 400 056 with a 
DD for Rs 800 and a s a s e 9 5x12" with 
stamps of Rs 55 

6 PG Programme In Industrial 
Management— Eligibility Bachelor s 
degree in Engineering or Technology with 
first class Written test January 23,2000 
Last date December 20,1999 Apply to 
Assistant Registrar, National Institute of 
Industrial Engineering (NITIE) Vihar Lake, 
Mumbai - 400 087 with a DD for Rs 700 
and 2 self-addressed stickers 

7 Masters Programme In 
International Business— Written test 
IIFT test on January 16, 2000 Apply to 
IIFT and send a copy of the application to 
PSG Institute of Management, 
Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004 

JEST-2000 for Ph.D Programmes 

Institutes—Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics Bangalore, Institute of 
Mathematical Sciences Chennai, Institute 
of Plasma Research Gandhinagar, Inter 
University Centra for Astronomy and 
Astrophysics Pune, inter University 


Consortium for DAE facilities Indore, 
Mehta Research Institute of Mathematics 
Allahabad, National Centre Radio 
Astrophysics Pune, Physical Research 
Laboratory Ahmedabad, Raman Research 
Institute Bangalore 

Last date for receipt of 
applications: December 15,1999 Written 
test Joint Entrance Screening Test (JEST- 
2000) on February 6, 2000 Apply to 
For Physics: Coordinator, Core 
Programmes, IUCAA, Post Bag 4 
Ganeshkhind, Pune 411007 with a s a s e 
30x12 5 cm with Rs 18 stamps 

For Mathematics: Registrar, Mehta 
Research Institute of Mathematics and 
Mathematical Physics, Chhatnag Road, 
Jhusi, Allahabad - 211 019 with a s a s e 
and Rs 9 stamps 

For Theoretical Computer Science 
Chief Administrative Officer, Institute of 
Mathematical Sciences, CIT Campus, 
Tharamam, Chennai - 600 113 with a 
s a s e with Rs 9 stamps 
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General Awareness 


The questions given below were set in the Staff Selection Commis¬ 
sion Combined (Preliminary) Examination held on the 4th July 1999 
(Afternoon Session). 

We arc grateful to Sarvshri Mahendar Reddy of Hyderabad and 
Debyendu Das of Mahapalli (West Bengal) for sending these questions. 

1. The tools and weapons of Harappan Civilization were 
mostly made of: 

(n) stone ( b) stone and copper 

(c) copper and bronze (d) copper, bronze and iron 

2. The 'Brahmanas' are books which deal with: 

(a) Yoga (b) Philosophy 

(c) Ritual (d) Meditation 

3. Kautilya's 'Arthashastra' is a great treatise on: 

(a) Economic policies (b) Political administration 

(c) Inter-State relations (d) Ethics 

4. The earliest known Rajput dynasty was: 

(a) Pratiharas (b) Paramaras 

(c) Chandelas (d) Chauhans 

. 5. The 'Hoysalas' were the feudatories of the: 

(a) Pandyas (b) Cholas 

(c) Rashtrakutas (d) Chalukvas 

6. The founder of the city of Agra was: 

(a) AlamKhan (b) DaulatKhan 

(r) Bairam Khan (d) SikanderLodi 

7. In which movement led by Mahatma Gandhi, did maxi¬ 
mum number of women participate? 

(a) Champaran Movement 

(b) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(c) Civil Efcobedience Movement 

(d) Bardolrfeatyagraha 

8. Dyarchy was introduced in the provinces by: 

(a) Indian Council Act of 1892 

(b) Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909 

(c) Montague-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 

(d) Government of India Act of 1935 

9. Excise duty on a commodity is payable with reference to its: 

(a) production 

(b) production and sale 

(c) production and transportation 

(d) production, transportation and sale 

10. Which one of the following States has the lowest popu¬ 
lation density as per the 1991 Census? 

(a) Assam f b) Himachal Pradesh 

fc) Arunachal Pradesh (d) Tripura 

11. Occupational Structure refete to; * 

(a) number of people living in a country 


(b) size of work force of a country 

(c) distribution of work force among different occupations 

(d) total number of jobs in the country 

12. The 'Law of Demand' states that when: 

(a) income rises, demand rises 

(b) price rises, demand rises 

(c) price falls, demand rises 

Id) income and price rise, demand rises 

13. In order to reduce inequalities, the government should 
adopt: 

(a) proportional system of taxation , 

(b) progressive system of taxation 
fc) regressive system of taxation 

(d) multiple system of taxation 

14. The largest source of irrigation in India is: 

(a) Tanks (b) Wells (c) Canals (d) Dams 

15. Double taxation is found in the following tax: 

(a) Personal income tax ( b ) Corporate income tax 

(c) Wealth tax (d) Property tax 

16. In economics the 'creation of utilities' is called: 

(a) Production (b) Consumption 

(c) Exchange (d) Distribution 

17. Which of the following substances is manufactured by the 
liver? 

(a) Pepsin (b) Renin (c) Bile (d) Insulin 

18. Majority of the 'Dinosaurs' were: 

(a) Carnivores (b) Herbivores 

(c) Omnivores (d) Piscivores 

19. Which of the following is not an endocrine gland? 

(a) Salivary gland ( b ) Adrenal gland 

(c) Thyroid gland fd) Pituitary gland 

20. Which of thefollowing is not required for seed germination? 

(a) Water (b) Air 

(c) Sunlight (d) Suitable temperature 

21. Science dealing with nervous system is called: 

(a) Osteology (b) Cytology 

(c) Neurology (d) Psychology 

22. Name the plant that is used in Ayurveda for improving 
memory. 

(a) Amla ( b) Brahmi (c) Tulsi * (d) Vfasaka 

23. The first ‘Earth Summit' was held at: 

(a) San Francisco (b) Frankfurt 

(c> Rio de Janeiro (d) Caracas 

24. The only scientist who obtained patents for maximum 
number of his inventions is: 

fa) Benjamin Franklin (b) Graham Bell 
(c) Albert Einstein (d) Thomas Alva Edison 
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25. In which of the following geological ages did the Dino¬ 
saurs rule this earth? 

(a) Permian—Triassic 

(b) Miocene—Pliocene 

(c) Carboniferous—Permian 
(rf) Jurassic—Cretaceous 

26. In India, Green Revolution has been most successful in 

the case of: j 

(a) Sugarcane (b) Paddy (c) Wheat (d) Maize j 

27. Which one of the following is the longest glacier of i 

India? ! 

(a) Pindari (b) Gangotri (c) Siachen (d) Zemu 

28. Lapse Rate is the rate of change in: 

(it) temperature with increase of altitutde 
(f>) rainfall with increase of altitude 

(c) salinity with ocean depth 

(d) pace of movement of glacier 

29. Which one of the following is not suitable for the forma- | 

tion of deltas? j 

(a) Calm winds ( b ) Currents and tides j 

(c) Sheltered coastline j 

(d) Absence of large lakes alongside the river 

30. The term 'Pisciculture' means: , 

(n) Rearing of fish ( b) Rearing of sheep 

(c) Bee-keeping (d) Rearing of silkworms j 

31. Seasonal variation is the least: j 

(n) at the Arctic Circle (b) at the Equator 

(c) at 45°N latitude (d) at the Tropic of Cancer 

32. The number of Schedules contained in the Indian Consti¬ 
tution is: 

(a) 12 (b) 10 (c) 9 (d) 8 

33. The Kingdom of God is Within You was written by: 

(a) Tolstoy (b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Vinoba Bhave (d) Thoreau 

34. "Man was born free, but he is everywhere in chains", 
was said by: 

(a) Locke (b) Hobbes 

(c) Rousseau (d) Montesquieu 

35. The theory of 'Separation of Powers' is closely associated 
with the name of: 

(n) Jeremy Bentham (b) J.S. Mill 

(c) Montesquieu (d) Thomas Hobbes 

36. WhoistheChairmanof the National Development Council? 

(a) President , (b) Prime Minister 

(c) Finance Minister 

(d) Minister of Human Resource Development 

37. Where is the SAARC Secretariat situated? 

(a) Islamabad (b) Colombo 

(c) New Delhi (d) Kathmandu 

38. The woman athlete who secured gold medals for India in 
1500 m and 800 m races at the Bangkok Asiad was: 

(a) Shiny Wilson * if)Hyotinnoyee Sikdar 

fr?) PT. Usha (d) Ashwini Nachappa 

39; 'W5ti*wl&hof the following sportsisAJokKumar associated? ; 
t«).Hockey) (b) Cricket (c) Billiards (d) Badminton j 
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40. A new astronomical observatory likely to be ranked the= 
world's highest is being set up at: 

{a) Udhagamandalam (Ooty) (b) Ladakh 
(c) Shimla (d) Darjeeling 

41. South-South dialogue is associated with: 

(a) Co-operation among developing nations 

(b) Arms conference 

(c) Summit meeting between developed and developing 
countries 

(d) All the above 

42. Writers in which Indian language have secured the larg¬ 
est number of Gyanpith Awards? 

(a) Hindi (b) Marathi (c) Kannada (d) Bengali 

43. Which of the following Sri Lankan political leaders was- 
killed in a bomb blast? 

(«) LalitAtulatmudali (b) Ranasinghe Premadasa 
(c) Gamini Dissamayaka (d) All the above 

44. The largest storehouse of alternative energy is: 

(a) Solar (b) Tidal (c) Atomic (d) Geothermal 

45. 'Khalsa' was founded by: 

(n) Guru Gobind Singh (b) GuruRamdas 
(c) Guru Nanak (d) Guru Arjun Dev 

46. The fourth State of matter Ls known as: 

(a) Gas (b) Vapour (c) Plasma (d) Electrons 

47. 22nd March, 1999 corresponds to which day in the Saka 
calendar adopted by the Government of India? 

(u) 1st Baisakh, 1924 (b) 1st Chaitra, 1921 

(c) 22nd Chaitra, 1921 (d) None of the above 

48. That the earth is rotating on its axis is established by the 
fact that: 

(ri) the moon and stars move in tlie sky 

(b) the earth experiences day and night 

(c) the planetary winds are blowing 

(d) the time in different parts of the earth is not the same 

49. The process of disintegration of rocks without changing 
their chemical composition is: 

(a) Exfoliation (b) Carbonation 

(c) Oxidation (d) Hydration 

50. Which one of the following Ls the source for the extrac¬ 
tion of aluminium? 

(a) Hematite (b) Magnetite (c) Bauxite (rf) Gypsum 


ANSWERS 

.MM — — .. ..Ha , 

1. (c) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (d) 6. (d) * 

7. (b) 8. (c) 9. (b) 10. (c) 11. (c) 12. (c) 

13. (b) 14. (b) 15. (c) 16. (b) 17. (c) 18. (<t) 

19. (a) 20. (rf) 21. (c) 22. (b) 23. (c) 24. (rf) 

25. (d) 26. (c) 27. (c) 28. (a) 29. (b) 30. (a) 

31. (b) 32. *(«) 33. (n) 

34. (c) The book The Social Contract written by Rousseau begins'' 

with this sensational opening sentence. 

35. (r) 36. (b) 37. (rf) 38. (b) 39. .($ , 40. (bj 

41. (c) 42. (c) 43. (b) 44. (it) 45. 46: (c) 

47. (d) 48. (b) 49. {a) 50. (c) . ; 
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The following questions are based on the 
October '99 issue of The Competition 
Master. They will help you revise current 
affairs If you do not know certain answers, 
do make an effort to locate them in our last 
issue. 

1. Akio Morita, who died recently, 
was the co-founder of which of the 
following companies? 

n) Sony b) Toyota 

c) Konifca d) Daewoo 

2. The winner of the Nobel Prize for 
literature for 1999, Gunter Grass, belongs 
to which of the following countries? 

a) USA b) England 

c) Germany d) Poland 

3. Name the airline that has 
introduced e-ticketing in India: 

(?) Jet Airways b) Sahara 

c) Indian Airlines d) Air India 
4 The world's population touched 6 
billion on which of the following dates, 
according to UNFPA? 

(?) September 27,1999 

b) September 12,1999 

c) August 15,1999 

d) October 12,1999 

5. Which is India's top newspaper, 
with a readership of94.54 lakhs, according 
to the latest NRS 7 

a) Malaysia Manorma 

b) The Tunes of India 

c) Daily Thanthi d) The Hindu 

6. Where is the tallest building in the 
world located? 

(?) New York b) Kuala Lumpur 

c) Seoul d) Canberra 

7. Teejan Bai is associated with which 
of the following fields? 

(?) journalism b) folk dance 

c) ballet d) folk music 

8. The single largest borrowing 
country from the IMF in 1998-99 was: 

a) Brazil b) Mexico 

c) Thailand d) South Korea . 

9. The IMF plans to sell one-tenth of 


its gold reserves to Central banks for what 
purpose? 

(?) to mobilise additional funds for 
lending 

b) to finance debt relief of the poorest 
countries 

c) to ease the lending requirements 
of member nations 

d) as an interim measure till it gets 
more funds from USA 

10. What is the amount of Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) that India was 
able to attract in 1998 against its target of 
$ 10 billion, according to a report by the 
UNCTAD? 

(?) $ 2 3 billion b) $ 3.2 billion 

c) $ 5.3 billion d) $ 6.5 billion 

11. What is the capital of Ghana? 

a) Ghana city b) Nairobi 

c) Ankara d) Accra 

12. Where was the summit of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
held recently 7 

a) Cologne b) Geneva 

c) Auckland d) New York 

13. Name the Chancellor of Germany 

(?) Helmut Kohl 

b) Gerhard Schroeder 

c) Chris Schulz 

d) Paul Allen 

14. Which regiment has won the Chief 
of Army Staff banner for its valour during 
Operation Vjjay? 

(?) Rajputana Rifles 

b) Ladakh Scouts 

c) Grenadiers 

d) Gorkha 

15. Hosni Mubarak, who has been 
elected President for fourth consecutive 
term, is the President of which of the 
following countries? 

(?) Greece b) Turkey 

c) Algeria d) Egypt 

16. Name the winner of the US Open 
1999 in the women's section? 

a) Martina Hingis 

b) Steffi Graf 


c) Serena Williams 

d) Monica Seles 

17. Tasneem Ahmed Siddiqui, who 
has won the Magsaysay Award 1999 for 
government service, is from which of the 
following countries? 

(?) Pakistan b) Bangladesh 

c) India d) Philippines 

18. Which university has plans to offer 
a masters degree in engineering through 
the Internet? 

(?) IGNOU 

b) Anna University 

c) Pondicherry University 

d) none of the above 

19. The city of Tokaimura in Japan was 
in the news recently because: 

(?) it was the headquarters of a 
banned religious sect 

b) it was hit by an earthquake 

c) there are plans to make it into a 
millennium city 

d) it was the scene of a nuclear 
accident 

20. Why was Sonika Joshiin the news 
recently? 

(?) she received a gallantry award for 
operating sorties during Operation 
Vijay 

b) she has been listed as the richest 
woman in USA 

c) she is among the first women to 
have joined the merchant navy 

d) she has been selected by NASA 
for training to be an astronaut 

(Answers will appear in our January, 
2000 issue) 


(Answers to November 1999 Quiz) 


1. (? 

2. c 

3. d 

4. 

5. d 

6. c 

7. b 

8 . 

9. a 

10. d 

It a 

12. 

13. b 

14. b 

15. a 

16. 

17. c 

18. c 

19. d 

20. 

21. c 

21 a 

23. b 

24. 
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VOCABULARY 


i 


Improve Tour Word Power 


1. aficionado: ( 0 ) enthu¬ 
siastic pereon (b) irresponsible 
person (c) stage management 
(d) anchor person. 

2. boomerang: (a) benefit 
(b) harm (c) differentiate (d) 
discriminate. 

3. calibrate: (a) imitate 
(b) separate (c) join (d) 
measure. 

4. deign* (a) be gracious 
(b) be grateful (c) be punctual 
(d) be brief. 

5. echelon: (a) difference 
(b) calculation (c) level (d) 
equality. 

6. fortification: (a) 
resolution ( b ) wisdom (c) 
liberty (d) support. 

7. grandiloquent: (a) 
humble manners (b) easily 
understood (c) pompous style 
(d) late arrival 

8. holocaust: (a) construc¬ 
tion (b) destruction (c) 
exhibition (d) excursion. 

9. intractable: (a) unfit (b) 
unwell (c) unmanageable (d) 
unimportant. 


honourable (b) dutiful (c) 
decadent (d) hopeless. 

11. mandatory: (a) 
compulsory (b) optional (c) 
childish (d) regular. 

12 perfidious: (a) helpful 
(b) delicate (c) deceitful (d) decent. 

13. quixotic: (a) ideal (b) 
premature (c) visionary (d) 
mortal. 

14. rattle: (a) betray (b) 
forgive (f) force (d) repeat. 

15. shindy: (a) celebration 
(b) noisy disturbance (c) 
conventional attitude ( d) 
spiritual discourse. 

16. taboo: (a) prohibition 
(b) permission (c) admission 
(d) attendance. 

17. ubiquitous: (a) 
insincere (b) faithful (c) ines¬ 
capable (d) incapable. 

18. vivacious: ( 0 ) sad (b) 
greedy (c) needy (d) lively 

19. weird: (a) unbecom¬ 
ing (b) unusual (c) unreal (d) 
unholy 

20. up: (a) overwhelm (b) 
overtake (c) overhaul (d) over¬ 
look. 


10. low-down: (a) dis- 


ANSWERS 


3. calibrate: (d) measure, 


1. aficionado: (a) enthu¬ 
siastic person. 

—When well-known 
actors agree to perform cm the 
stage, aficionados flock to the 
theatre. 

2. boomerang: (b) harm, 
recoil. 

—Without home work, 
privatisation in the power 
sector can boomerang 


commence. 

—Any condition to 
calibrate trade talks between 
India and Pakistan without 
some progress on Kashmiris a 
waste of time. 

4. deign: (a) be gracious. 
—He passed by me 

without even deigning to look 
at me. 

5. echelon: (c) level. 


arrangement 

—The under-represen- 
tation’of the weaker sections 
in the higher echelons of 
judiciary is a matter that needs 
careful consideration 

6. fortification: (d) 
strength, support. 

—Before the fury of floods 
Gorakhpur found neither 
spiritual nor temporal 
fortification against nature at its 
most raw. 

7 grandiloquent (r) 
pompous style 

—The audience failed to 
appreciate the grandiloquent 
gestures (speech) of the 
learned speaker. 

8 holocaust: (b) destruc¬ 
tion. 

—Each war leaves behind 
a telling tale of holocaust. 

9. intractable: (c) unma¬ 
nageable. 

—Since both fiscal and 
revenue deficits have 
reached intractable levels, 
there is an urgent need to cut 
subsidies. 

10. low-down: (a) 

dishonourable. 

—That was a pretty low- 
down trick to play! 

11. mandatory: ( 0 ) 
compulsory. 

—It was made clear to my 
friend that attendance was 
mandatory at all meetings. 

12 perfidious: (c) deceit¬ 
ful. 

—Unfortunately, India 


has to live with a perfidious 
neighbour. 

13. quixotic, (c) visio¬ 
nary, impracticable. 

—The notion that a third 
force can emerge leaving out 
both the national parties has 
proved quixotic so far 

14. rattle: (d) repeat. 

—The child rattled off toe 

poem he had learnt at school. 

15 shindy: (b) noisy 
disturbance or fight. 

—There was a dreadful 
shindy in the pub last night. 

16 taboo: (a) prohibition, 
ban 

—Personal problems or 
confessions, that were once 
taboo, are now discussed 
openly 

17. ubiquitous: (c) 
inescapable, omnipresent. 

—Cancer, AIDS and the 
ubiquitous backache occupy 
centre-stage as the scourges of' 
our times. 

18. vivacious: (d) lively, 
high-spirited 

—Towards the end of toe 
interview she gave a vivacious 
laugh 

19 weird: (b) unusual, 
unconventional. 

—I found some of her 
poems a bit weird. 

20. zap: ( 0 ) overwhelm, 
move quickly 

—The police has been 
totally zapped by the 
documents seized from the city 
Don's house. 
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Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


The Right to Know 

Q. "The secrecy in government seri¬ 
ously restricts the availability of infor¬ 
mation and adversely affects democracy 
in India." Do you accept this view? Give 
reasons For and Against it. 

Ans. All the guarantees ot Ireespmh 
and ot a free press sound meaningless be¬ 
cause of the needless restrictions on the 
access to information about several mat¬ 
ters concerning the nation. The govern¬ 
ment functions, by and large, in an 
atmosphere of hush-hush and secrecy; it 
denies information even on matteis which 
should be common knowledge Doesn't 
the government make a fetish of secrecy 
under the disguise of public interest? Will 
public interest not be promoted, instead 
of being harmed, if the people are taken 
into confidence about vital matters in 
which they are naturally interested' 
Arguments For the view 

1. Secrecy obviously diminishes, and 
at times even makes nonsense of 
democracy, of which we boast so much. A 
political party may secretly harm national 
interests in the absence of an open debate 
and yet escape the consequences Such 
eventualities should be foreseen and fore¬ 
stalled. 

2. Die whole concept according to 
which executive officials claim the nght 
to withhold information even from M.P.s 
and other leaders of public opinion, by 
contending that it is "classified", is ill- 
founded and should be open to question. 

3. The U.S. Supreme Court, in the fa¬ 
mous case New York Tunes » VUS, while 
rejecting the government's plea, ruled that 
only a free and unrestrained press could 
effectively expose deception in govern¬ 
ment and that it is one of the paramount 
duties of a free press in a free country to 
prevent the government from deceiving 
the people. The word "security", the Judge 
said, is broad and a vague generality 


whose contours should not be exploited 
to abrogate the fundamental right of the 
freedom of speech He expressed the view 
that c\cn guarding the military and 
diplomatic secrets, at the expense of 
informed representative government, 
piovides no real security. 

4 It is obvious that whenever a gov¬ 
ernment does not trust the people, the 
people, in turn, will not trust the govern¬ 
ment, as the famous saying goes, trust 
begets trust. In fact, there is strong public 
opinion that secrecy is detrimental to the 
country's interests because it is often used 
by the ruling party to protect its own po¬ 
litical interests and hide its errors, includ¬ 
ing corrupt practices, nepotism and 
favouritism. 

5 Besides, the right to withhold in¬ 
formation permits the government to 
mould public opinion so as to p r omote 
party interests; for instance, by regulating 
the flow of information and releasing it 
only when it suits its own purposes, rather 
than the national interests. 

Arguments Against 

1. Secrecy, as a famous philosopher 
said, is inherent in every bureaucracy. In 
fact, it is regarded as a functional necessity 
and an essential right without which no 
government can carry on its work. The 
fad remains that secrecy is essential in 
military and diplomatic matters. 
Diplomacy cannot be conducted openly; 
publicity during critical negotiations 
would defeat the very purpose of 
diplomacy. 

2. In Britain, the Officials Secrets Act 
covers several spheres of activity, publicity 
to which would undermine the security 
of the State and protection to government 
officials. It is not without reason that dis¬ 
closures of vital information and publica¬ 
tion of official documents is prohibited 
until such time as public knowledge of 
these quitters is deemed safe in the ria- 
tional interest. Besides, under the 30-year 


rule in Britain, more than a generation has 
to elapse before the citizens are allowed 
to know the reasons and the factors that 
governed the determina tion of a particular 
policy line. 

3. For reasons of the security of the 
State, and for saving individuals from un¬ 
timely disclosures, restrictions have been 
imposed on the publication ol memoirs 
by Ministers who are eager to disclose 
their experiences of government even by 
referring to Cabinet decisions and dis¬ 
cussions which they are hound by the 
oath of secrecy. 

4. While it is true that much official 
information is not openly given, a great 
deal of it is disclosed in Parliament in re¬ 
sponse to questions and in Minister's 
speeches. The numerous While Papers, 
government reports and documents, all 
contain information about departmental 
functioning and policy matters. Official 
briefings and Ministers' Press confer¬ 
ences also provide considerable infor¬ 
mation. Must the common man be told 
all the secrets of government? 

5. Disclosure of vital information will 
prejudice the country's interests and even 
national safety, because enemy agents, 
spies and foreign embassies will exploit 
the vital facts. Any government that does 
not safeguard its archives would be held 
guilty of national betrayal. 

Money and Power 

Q. "Economic power is the basis of 
all political power." Give arguments For 
and Against this view. 

Ans. The close ljnks of economic 
power with political domination have 
been known for ages; everyone believes— 
and rightly—that only those who control 
the purse strings can hope to wield 

political power. There can seldombe a case 
of a pauper or a person with limited means . 

exercising considerable authority and in-’ 
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fluence. In other words, the power over 
finance leads, sooner or later, to other 
kinds of power, especially political power 
It is true that political power in a 
democracy stems largely from the ballot- 
box, and that the voters are the ultimate 
arbiters of the polihuans' destiny, but the 
question is Who arc the people who ran 
win over the electorate 7 Fither 
demagogues, powerful speakers and 
orators, or those who can spend large 
amounts of money during elections to woo 
the voters Poor people cannot hope to 
sway the electorate even if they can de¬ 
in ei good speeches and make pathetic, 
soul stirrmg appeals But there is also the 
othei side rich people may spend massive 
sums of money m a bid to buy votes, but 
the voters of today cannot be misled or 
sn lycd by the lure of gold 1he\ have 
bei omy enlightened and can disi runmatc 
between the genuine and the fake 
Arguments For the view 

1 A study conducted by the Indian 
Institute of Public Administration has es 
tablished that possession of wealth is the 
dr faito passport to political power Such 
rich people and industrial houses have 
direct access to the stats of authority, they 
influence the choice of people who are to 
become the top-most executive 1 * of the 
country 

2 Whenever, by shear oratory or per- 
son-to-person contacts, someone who is 
not wealthy does manage to get power, 
become a Minister or secures some other 
kmd of authority, he is soon displaced by 
men (and women) of means So, it is true 
to say that economic power is the very 
basis of all pohbcal power 


3 Liberal means and methods are 
adopted by nch and prosperous people to 
win over those occupying high seats of 
power They offer lavish hospitality, guest 
houses, the use of motor cars, offers of 
attractive jobs, foreign tours and lucrative 
sales agencies which ensure laige utcomes 
without much effort When such tempta¬ 
tions are ottered, few human bemgs can 
resist them 

4 Lven when there is no direct and 
j open exercise of political power by the 
1 wealthy, control of power m their favour 
' comes through regulation and moulding 
I of policy to suit the needs of large mdus- 
| trial houses and also through licences and 

permits and quotas of law material If this 
were not so, the industrial houses could 
not have become so large and so rich 
| Arguments Against the View 
I 1 lime was when the glitter of gold 
was everything People could be bought 
and sold like chattels, and their actions 
i ould also be manipulated to suit the 
moods and needs of die rich But with the 
I progress of education and general enlight 
enment this is no longer possible except 
m veiy backward societies 

2 With the rapid progress of dcmoc 
racy, what has been described as 'the di¬ 
sastrous link between politics and industry 
and between money power and political 
power" is bound to weaken It has also to 
be noted that the victory of the Janata Party 
in the 1977 elections was a victory of the 
people against immense wealth, including 
the use of large chunks of black money 
Many of the Janata M P s and M L A s did 
not spend much to win elections, they rode 
on the anh-Fmergency wave, and men of 


ordmary means were able to defeat rkh 
electoral contenders who were confident 
of sweeping the polls by virtue of fheir 
political influence based on economic 
power So, there is no guarantee at all that 
economic power alone will control politi¬ 
cal authority 

3 India's recent history shows that 
the reverse of the proposition is coming 
out to be true pohbcal power begins to 
control economic power. Several 
politicians made a humble start, they had 
very limited means and held petty 
positions but gradually amassed wealth 
and thus started controlling power 
Everyone is free in a democracy to earn 
money by honest means 

Backward and Forward 

Q "The categorisation of certain eco¬ 
nomically weak sections of the people 
into Backward Classes under the 
Constitution and the grant of additional 
facilities to them should not be stopped 
and everyone should not have equal 
opportunities." Give arguments For and 
Against this view. 

Ans Under the Consbtution of India 
j (Article 14 m the chapter on Fundamental 
Rights) every cihzen is equal before the 
law and is enbtled to equal proteebon of 
the laws within the territory of India But 
Article 15(4) empowers the government 
to make special provision for the advance¬ 
ment of any socially and educationally 
backward classes of cthzens or for Sched¬ 
uled Castes and Scheduled Tribes A large 
number of people, about 20 to 25 per cent, 
are listed as belonging to the backward 
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classes and have been given special privi¬ 
leges, through reservations and percent¬ 
age quotas in recruitment to the services, 
in respect of admissions to educational in¬ 
stitutions, promotions, etc, with the result 
that members of other communities, 
regarded as socially and economically 
advanced, are often denied opportunities 
which they feel are their due, because 
members of the officially classified 
"Scheduled Castes and Tribes" get 
preference and often supersede others, not 
on the basis of merit but simply on the 
basis of caste labels and affiliations. This 
practice is open to considerable objection 
and implies injustice to countless people. 
Besides, a vested interest has developed 
in being classified as "backward" even 
when the person concerned may be rich 
and well off both socially and economi¬ 
cally. 

Arguments For 

1. People who are economically back¬ 
ward certainly deserve special consider¬ 
ation, otherwise they will never get a 
chance (at least most of them) to rise in 
life and become useful members of society. 
The social, educational and economic 
handicaps often prove crippling and soul¬ 
killing, and it is the duty of the 
government to promote their welfare. 

2. The Constitution of India specifi¬ 
cally requires the State to remove the 
backlog of backwardness through 
positive steps. In particular, the Directive 
Principles of State Policy recommend 
promotion of educational and economic 
interests of the backward classes and 
their protection from social injustice and 
ail forms of exploitation. This explains 
the importance of tire various measures 
enacted by the government to ban 
bonded labour, denial of opportunities 
for worship and for drawing water from 
wells, etc. 

3. A small group of people may have 
benefited unduly from the officially avail¬ 
able concessions and privileges, but the 
fact cannot be denied that the vast 
majority of the people classified as 
belonging to backward classes are indeed 
poor and fully deserve patronage, even 
at the cost of the other communities; 
otherwise they will never be able to reach 

< die required level. 


4. It is almost impossible to devise a 
fool-proof formula for describing eco¬ 
nomic and social backwardness. There are 
many grades and stages of such 
backwardness and each aspirant claims to 
have suffered more than the others. About 
15 per cent of the country's population 
consists of Scheduled Castes, but in no 
State do they hold more than 6 per cent of 
Class I jobs. A large number of them are 
landless labourers; others are engaged in 
petty jobs, with little hope of ever rising 
to respectable positions unless they get i 
out-of-turn opportunities and promotions. 

5 During the past 52 years since free¬ 
dom much has been talked of about im¬ 
proving the lot of Harijans, but very little 
has actually been done for them. The Con¬ 
stitutional guarantees have proved inef¬ 
fective; so there is no case for ending the 
system of reservations. 

Arguments Against 

1. Certain communities which are 
listed as Scheduled Castes in pursuance 
of Article 341 and 342 of the Constitution 
are still entitled to certain concessions and 
privileges because they are handicapped 
and need special attention to bring them 
up to certain levels. Thousands of cases 
are known of people who have exploited 
their caste and class labels to secure cer¬ 
tain gains undeservedly, resulting in grave 
injustice to others. 


2. live confusion over the classifica¬ 
tion of backward classes has persisted. 
Clear, tangible criteria have not been pre¬ 
scribed, with the result that there is con¬ 
siderable misuse of this concession. The 
entire issue has become a scandal, and the 
earlier this misused system is abolished 
the better. 

3. The sole criterion should be the 
economic condition, not caste or class. 
Poor and deserving people of all classes 
should be entitled to receive special 

i privileges. The legal label has served its 
purpose and should be discontinued. It is 
unfair and obviously undemocratic. 

4. The compensations for being clas¬ 
sified as "backward" and belonging to 
Scheduled Castes are so lavish that many 
people deliberately get themselves listed 
thus, to wrongfully secure the gains at the 
cost of others. Cases are known of wrong 
birth certificates, wrong entries of parent¬ 
age etc in order to become Scheduled Caste 
members or members of a backward, semi- 
educated class. 

5. Each political party seeks to ex¬ 
ploit the Scheduled Castes and Harijans 
by assuring them more jobs and more 
concessions, wiping off of their debts— 
all at the cost of the majority community. 
Such practices should be discouraged, if 
not totally stopped in the wider national 
interests. 
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ere is an experi¬ 
ment. Ask any Indi¬ 
an what are the 
main problems fac¬ 
ing the country today and 
what can be done about 
them. The replies can well be 
predicted: we ail know that 
the problems are population, 
illiteracy, poverty. The solu¬ 
tions suggested can also be 
predicted: invariably the 
respondent returns to what 
the government should or 
should not do. Each person- 
horn the barber who holds 
forth when he cuts your hair, 
to the student, to the learned 
professor and the econo¬ 
mist—will, in all probability, 
reply in these terms. We 
rareiy think beyond what 
someone else should be 
doing to solve our problems. 
Seldom do we think why 
anybody should solve any¬ 
body else's problems, least of 
all a disinterested govern¬ 
ment babu whose 


extends beyond 
die next pay scale 
and the next holi¬ 
day. 

Why, then, is 
our thinking so 
limited? The 
answer, perhaps, 
lies in die feet that 
much of power 
and resources are 
centralised in the 
hands of govern¬ 
ment. We pay taxes and we 
expect die government to 
lode after us. Whether it is 
building a road, catching a 
thief or supplying onions at 
an affordaffe prices, we look 
to the government. So much 
has our dunking , been cor¬ 
rupted that we db,.riot think 
twice about littering the 
streets, hoping that thp gov¬ 
ernment Will come aid dean, 
the surroundings after u*. 


The foolishness of this 
approach becomes obvious 
when we consider that the 
government official is inca¬ 
pable of looking after anyone 
but himself. 

The thinking, undoubt¬ 
edly, results from die British 
system which made the 
natives totally 
dependent on 
them for every¬ 
thing. We have 
been unable to 
change our atti¬ 
tude and 
unthinkingly 
pass on the 
blame for 
everything to 
the govern¬ 
ment, without 
realising the foolishness of 
our approach. We have to 
remember that the days of 
colonisation are over. Ih the 
previous century, the East 
India Company could control 
us by centralising 
power, but today 
the world lue 
moved towards 
freedom and 
democracy. Dicta¬ 
tors are fashion¬ 
able in only a few 
countries. The 
islands of pros¬ 
perity on the 
world map are 
those countries 
where democracy 
and freedom 
thrives. In countries where 
there is too much control by 
the government or an indi¬ 
vidual, poverty is abundant. 

The message from this is 
dear: die next century 
belongs only to those who 
can break out of the outdated 
ideas of centralised control 
We have to rttkmk the very 
basis of government. Should 
it be a centfatised power that 
takes aH our taxes but gives 
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little in return, or should an 
individual feel free and 
empowered to solve his own 
problems? 

Devolution of powers 

I f the trend in the past 
century was towards 
centralisation, now 
more and more people 
are demanding self-determi¬ 
nation and influence m the 
decisions that affect them 
About 95 per cent of democ¬ 
racies have elected subna- 
tional governments. Coun¬ 
tries are devolving powers to 
subnational tiers of govern¬ 
ment. There is a trend 
towards localisation The 
colonial powers were beaten 
in the last century; m this cen¬ 
tury it is the turn of cen¬ 
tralised governments. 

Decentralisation increas¬ 
es the efficiency and respon¬ 
siveness of government In 
Russia, this need led to break 
down of the Soviet Union, 
while in India many regional 
parties have won the elec¬ 
tions against the national par¬ 
ty like die Congress. National 
concerns take a backseat as 
people want local concerns to 
be addressed A strong Cen¬ 
tral government, by defini¬ 
tion, cannot satisfy people's 
needs. There is some truth in 
the saying that elections have 
become municipalised, but 
what it means is that people 
are more concerned about 
what affects them rather than 
larger national issues. 

However there are two 
things that must be taken into 
account. First decentralisa¬ 
tion can lower die quality of 
public services. Decentralisa¬ 
tion may simply mean that 
power is transferred from 
national to local elites. Sec¬ 
ond, if die locals have too 
much power, like panchayats 
ill villages!, they may invent 


their own 
system of 
adminis¬ 
tering jus¬ 
tice as they 
were doing 
in the past. 

This will 
lead to 
great social 
injustices 
and may 
exacerbate 
caste dif¬ 
ferences. 

Localisa¬ 
tion mus* 
then be 
within a 
given 
frame- 
work, and 
some 
checks 
introduced 
so that 
society 
does not 
return to its feudal past. The 
subnational governments 
must be accountable. 

Trends do show that the 
localisation process is picking 
up in India. State planning 
has been blunted as the Plan¬ 
ning Commission has lost its 
relevance. Liberalisation and 
privatisation means that the 
State has less role to play in 
economic development. In 
government, regional parties 
in national coalitions are 
strengthening State govern¬ 
ments and allowing them a 
larger role in defining their 
development priorities, liie 
trend towards decentralisa¬ 
tion was reinforced by the 
73rd and the 74th Constitu¬ 
tional amendment and intro¬ 
duced panchayati raj. 

One facto that inhibits 
decentralisation is file army 
of bureaucrats, who will find 
their powers being gradually 
reduced. The secretaries and 


file deputy 
collectors 
will have 
no say in 
local 
administra¬ 
tion once 
powers are 
devolved. 
That is a 
good sign, 
as bureau¬ 
crats have 
stood in the 
way of 
develop¬ 
ment of the 
country for 
many 
years. The 
reduction 
in govern¬ 
ment will 
also result 
in reducing 
govern¬ 
ment 
spending 
on salaries and the resultant 
deficits, but it takes a strong 
will to break the existing 
power structure. IAS lobbies 
will prevent greater devolu¬ 
tion of powers and will have 
to be physically removed 
from file scene. Alternately, 
officers may find themselves 
becoming irrelevant as peo¬ 
ple simply solve their own 
problems without assistance 
or permission of die govern¬ 
ment. 

Already, a dislike is 
being fostered for govern¬ 
ment bahts. In file cyclone 
that hit Orissa in October 
1999, people reportedly beat 
up fite civil servants for their 
inability to pass on the warn¬ 
ings to them, even though the 
meteorological office had giv¬ 
en such warnings much hi 
advance. People are slowly 
realising that people in gov¬ 
ernment jobs are unreliable, 
laay and dishonest. Thus, a 



Th« Role off the 
Central Government 
will be severely 
limite«I....That Is a 
good sign, as bvrew 
crats have steed in 
the way of develop¬ 
ment of Hie country 
for many years. 
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distant government; no mat¬ 
ter how strong it is, cannot 
serve local needs. 

In the new millennium, 
therefore, the rote of the Cen¬ 
tral government will be 
severely limited. Already, the 
bureaucracy finds itself with 
less and less work as die con¬ 
tribution of the public sector 
has declined and private 
companies have become 
more important. In many 
places, people have stopped 
depending on the govern¬ 
ment and are solving their 
own problems. In many local¬ 
ities, people employ private 
security agencies and use 
water tankers for their needs 
as they have realised that it is 
useless to depend on govern¬ 
ment-provided services. 

Tne message is clear: in 
the new millennium, the indi¬ 
vidual will have to be more 
active and must stop depend¬ 
ing on others to solve prob¬ 
lems. Slowly, many services 
like garbage disposal, securi¬ 
ty, building roads, etc may 
either be privatised or their 
control will pass on to the 
local bodies. 


T he second major trend 
is file decline of agri- 
culture in the share of 
Gross Domestic Prod¬ 
uct (GDP), as manufacturing 
and services begin to domi¬ 
nate file economy. It has been 
statistically proved that sus¬ 
tained economic growth is 
always accompanied by 


urbanisation. The reason is 
that goods ahd services are 
maw efficiently produced in 
densely populated areas 
where there is a pool of 
skilled labour a network of 
firms thatact as so^pttees of 
goods and services, and- a 
critical mass of customers. 

■Qmilisptim provfdrai . a 
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means of economic growth. 
Though modem technologies 
provide the means to com¬ 
municate with anyone in the 
world at die click of a button, 
this will not mean that the 
trend towards urbanisation 
will decline. Though cus¬ 
tomers may be scattered all 
over the world, firms still 
require a pool of labour, ser¬ 
vices and talent to solve prob¬ 
lems which may not be avail¬ 
able at distant places. Thus, 
globalisation is likely to con¬ 
tribute to further urbanisa¬ 
tion. 

The World Bank data 
shows that cities account for 
an ever-increasing share of 
national income. They gener¬ 
ate 55 per cent of Gross 
National Product (GNP) in 
low-income countries, 73 per 
cent in middle-income coun¬ 
tries and 85 per cent in high- 
income countries. The 
growth sectors of the econo¬ 
my are usually concentrated 
in cities. This explains why 
land costs in cities are 50-100 
times greater than areas just 
50-75 kms away from the city 
centre: the high costs are 
more than offset by economic 
benefits that cities offer. 

The debate on why vil¬ 
lages are not developing to 
make rural populations stay 
there is, thus, defunct. There 
is little doubt that India 
should pay more attention to 
her villages, but at the same 
time, die country must con¬ 
centrate cm its cities so that 
while becoming engines of 
growth, they should provide 
decent lives to those who live \ 
there. Cities also must be pre¬ 
pared for future influxof peo¬ 
ple who come looking for 
economic opportunities. 

For ^us-purpose, invest¬ 
ment* i^ yraajarwture are - 
needed The pressure for 
investment^ 

»: , .fill - :'- < ■’’f; 
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ly heavy during a 
country's urban tran¬ 
sition. Further, cities 
must absorb some 2.4 
billion new urban 
residents expected 
over the next 30 
years. This will 
require further 
investment in sanita¬ 
tion, water, housing, 
transport and power. The 
scale of the problem can well 
be imagined, since providing 
water and sanitation alone in 
the cities of the developing 
countries will cost nearly 5 
per cent of their GDP. 

Much of the investment 
will have to come from pri¬ 
vate sources, at least in India. 
The government faces a fiscal 
crisis os its spending has 
gone out of control, and there 
is a huge deficit to cover. It is, 
therefore, unlikely that the 
government will be able to 
spend the volumes required 
to make our cities liveable. 
Individuals will have to 
finance housing from their 
own resources and lending 
institutions will become pop¬ 
ular. Private construction 
firms must be encouraged to 
invest in urban areas. Once 
again, the emphasis must be 
more on local initiatives than 
on Central ones. If a road or a 
bridge is to be made some¬ 
where, for instance, why 
should a secretary of govern¬ 
ment in New Delhi be 
involved in its derision? 

Centrally-planned 
investment derisions have 
proven to be arbitrary alloca¬ 
tions and sever the links 
between spending and main¬ 
tenance. In contrast munici¬ 
pal bodies that have control 
ovei investment decisions 
can respond tolocai priorities 
better. This also {daces more 
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depending on others to 
solve problems. 
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tendency is to win elections 
and to forget about the elec¬ 
torate. But people will surely 
not forgive such behaviour 
not only at election time, but 
also after it. 

The air we breathe, 
the water we don't 
have 

A s cities expand, the 
pressure on essen¬ 
tial services will 
tontinue to grow. In 
India, foe responsibility for 
providing these services has 
traditionally been in the 
domain of the public sector, 
but foe results have been 
unsatisfactory. No matter 
which area we look at— 
garbage disposal, transporta¬ 
tion, communications—each 
is a sad stoiy of neglect. Fur¬ 
ther, foe development 
process ignores foe poor who 
provide these essential ser¬ 
vices: they have to live in 
slums which are spreading 
by foe day. Our cities, thus, 
need to turn away from an 
unsuccessful model that 
leaves out foe very providers 
of essential services. 

This poses a great chal¬ 
lenge to rides world-wide In 
1994, at least 220 million 
urban dwellers lacked access 
to dean drinking water and 
twice as many fold no access 
to eyen to foe simplest 
latrines. Almost half of all 
solid waste went upcoUected, 
piling up in streets and 


drains, contributing to spread 
of disease. Domestic and 
industrial waste is being 
released into waterways, 
affecting the quality of life in 
villages that depend on. .the 
waterways downstream- The 
Yamuna river now is an open 
drain carrying the capital's 
wastes. The La Paz river, in 
Bolivia is so polluted that it 
has reduced downstream 
horticulture. The.Pasig river 
in Manila is now biologically 
dead. China's rivers suffer 
from environment problems 
of a huge magnitude. Afery 
often, food production has 
been affected as foe waters of 
the rivers cannot be used for 
crops in downstream yil-. 
lages. 

Another problem is air 
pollution. The World Bank 
report says that for most chil¬ 
dren in large rides of devel¬ 
oping countries, breathing 
the air is as harmful as smok¬ 
ing two packs of cigarettes a 
day. In Delhi, foe incidence of 
bronchial asthma in the 5-16 
age group is MM2 per cent A 
1990 study of atmospheric 
lead pollution in Bangkok 
estimated that 30,000-70,000 
children risked losing 4 or 
more IQ points because of. 
high lead levels. Many others 
risked smaller reductions in 
intelligence. China ,has 9 of 
the 10 cities lofoevyodd with 
the highest awnts of Total 
. Suspiyi k^;.^ Participates - 
i|)pih iiigjaiiinj per. 
against WHO 
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The new millennium will challenge our 
idea of development What is the use of 
development that displaces people and 
seems to work against the poor? What 
is needed perhaps is a development that 
keeps people firmly in the picture. 


acceptable levels of less than 
100 . 

This has an economic 
cost as well. It is difficult to 
estimate the amount spent by 
people on healthcare as a 
result Of acquiring pollution 
related diseases, but losses on 
account of traffic jams in 
Bangkok rity'alone are esti¬ 
mated to be up to $ 1 billion a 
year. Health costs in China, 
due to urban residents' expo¬ 
sure to air pollution, is 
expected to rise from$ 32 bil¬ 
lion in 1995 to $ 98 billion in 
2020 . 1 

We Can, thus, say that the 


model where the public sec¬ 
tor is responsible for deliver¬ 
ing basic services, has failed. 
It is important to learn from 
cities of the developed world, 
which faced the same prob¬ 
lems in the nineteenth centu¬ 
ry, but today are clean and 
modem. In Europe, in the 
1850s, cities were flooded 
with rural migrants and sup¬ 
ply of basic services could not 
keep pace. A revolution in 
public sanitation ensued— 
cities invested heavily in 
housing, water, sewerage and 
drainage facilities, These 
investments were possible 
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because the rich were as that enables community- 
affected by the pollution as based groups to define their 
were the poor and they were own goals aid options, 
able to influence decisions for B .. 
investments required to. nCuHll(M§ 

improve the life in cities. 0cV6lOIM6lt 

Now, however, the rich * <•.« 

are not affected by the pollu¬ 
tion. They can afford modern 
medicine which makes it pos¬ 
sible to protect themselves ceptof development that sub 

from disease. Water is avail- 0ldinates humans . Dams a „ 

able in bottles, while housing jj U y t> t our j st spots are 'devel 
soaeties solve problems of d , and industries built _ 

sanitation and security for a n in the pursuit of "develop 
their residents.Air condition- ment » Quite often( p^ 
ers block out the worst effects are di , aced and natura 
of air pollution. Thus, the capita ] of a countr) 

impetus of public action to destroyed, but since it cannoi 
sdve urban problems has ^ measured( it is not count 
vanished. The modem city ed The aoat downturn 0l 

has been divided among j be mos t remarkable success 
those who can supply for story _ t h a t of East Asia-has 
their own needs and those raj^d new questions aboul 
who depend on public ser- tbe development process 
vices. This not only prevents M of our ideas of devel . 
investments taking place for t have out<Jat . 

sxiciety as a whole, but is like- ed as even ^ Wor]d Bani 
ly to create great social ten- and , MF ^ admitted that 
sions, as also an increase m their approach was wrong 

crim L , , many times in foe past. 

The answer then, lies in 

community efforts. Profes- The results of pursuing 
sional private sector firms, the policies of foe past are foi 

Non-Government Organisa- all to see: foe average per 

tions (NGOs) and citizens' capita income of the poorest 

groups hold the key to make and foe middle thirds of all 

our cities liveable. This is the countries have declined com- 

"quiet revolution" in local pared with foe rich nations, 

governance that is needed in Rich countries have been 

foe next millennium. There growing faster than poor 

have been many successful countries since foe Industrial 

programmes of this kind in Revolution. The ratio of per 

many cities across the world, capita income between foe 

but they have been fragment- richest and poorest countries 

ed The challenge is to repli- increased sixfold between 

cate these models on a large 1870 and 1985. 

scale in our cities. The idea is Develdping countries 

to develop partnerships that have been given loans for 

allow synergy and combining "development" and, as a 

of resources of foe public sec- result, find themselves 

tor, international organisa- caught in a debt trap-4a^ 

tions, foevoluntiryindoom- ingfoat they must titefoesh 

munity sector, and individu- taa» just torepeyfoe interest 

ate. The next step is re initiate on their old debt. The net 

an empowerment process resounrefo^aretwfayfrtxn 


Development 

any of foe injus¬ 
tices perpetuated 
today come from 
a dangerous con¬ 
cept of development that sub¬ 
ordinates humans. Dams are 
built, tourist spots are 'devel¬ 
oped' and industries built- 
all in foe pursuit of "develop¬ 
ment". Quite often, people 
are displaced and natural 
capital T of a country 
destroyed, but since it cannot 
be measured, it is not count¬ 
ed. The recent downturn of 
the most remarkable success 
story—that of East Asia—has 
raised new questions about 
the development process. 
Many of our ideas of devel¬ 
opment have become outdat¬ 
ed, as even foe World Bank 
and IMF have admitted that 
their approach was wrong 
many times in foe past. 

The results of pursuing 
the policies of foe past are for 
all to see: foe average per 
capita income of the poorest 
and foe middle thirds of all 
countries have declined com¬ 
pared with foe rich nations. 
Rich countries have been 
growing faster than poor 
countries since foe Industrial 
Revolution. The ratio of per 
capita income between foe 
richest and poorest countries 
increased sixfold between 
1870 and 1985. 

De veldping countries 
have been given loans for 
"development" and, as a 
result, find themselves 
caught in a debt trap—mean- 




the poor to the rich, not the 
other way round. The IMF 
and World Bank have forced 
debtor nations to follow their 
prescription of opening up 
their economies, a result of 
which was that they were 
exposed to the danger of the 
international finance without 
adequate controls. This was 
one erf the reasons that East 
Asian countries had col¬ 
lapsed in 1997, pushing the 
whole region in turmoil. 
Even if they did not take 
loans, governments invested 
in public sector companies, 
which never worked well. 

The international trad¬ 
ing system did not help 
either. Over the years, the 
terms of trade have increas¬ 
ingly tilted against poor 
nations. Poor nations pro¬ 
duce biomass goods, but 
prices of commodities have 
declined in the international 
markets for decades. High 
prices are fetched by techno¬ 
logical products, which the 
poor nations cannot produce. 
Thus, the poor countries are 
paying more and more to foe 
West to buy the technology so 
essential for future develop¬ 
ment. 

The levers of aid, trade 
and debt are largely weighted 
against the poor countries. 
Patents pose another prob¬ 
lem, with multinational com¬ 
panies vying with each other 
to patent traditional knowl¬ 
edge for their exclusive prof¬ 
it Fears of food security have 
been feised in a country like 
India, which has so far been 
self-reliant, as seeds of food- 
grains have been patented. 

The new millennium 
will challenge our ideas of 
devefopminL What is foe use 
of a devftepment 4hat dis¬ 
places people and seems to 
work jfsdnst the pooj? What 
is needed pedjgps i^ideyet- - 
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The present trend, where 


the rich are getting richer 


and the poor are getting 

■iK:' 

poorer, will only result in 

K 

unstable societies within 

\: 

countries and among the 


countries themselves. 1 


opment that keeps people 
firmly in foe picture. For this, 
people must take control of 
what they want. They have to 
realise that governments or 
profit-oriented companies 
cannot look after their needs. 
The present trend, where the 
rich are getting richer and the 
poor are getting poorec will 
only result in unstable soci¬ 
eties within countries and 
among the countries them¬ 
selves. 

The Brave New World 

hough it is difficult to 
make predictions 
about the way the 
world will look in the 
next millennium, some 
trends suggest themselves. 
First, as powers must be 
devolved, the world will 
have more democracy. The 
proportion of countries that 
are considered democratic 
has more than doubled since 
1974. Second, the world's 
urban population is expected 
to rise by almost 1.5 billion 
people in the next 20 years. In 
developing countries the 
share of population living in 
urban areas is likely to rise 
from one-half to two-third by 
2025. This means that govern¬ 
ments must be prepared for 
rapid urbanisation. Our 
responses in the past have 
been inadequate, which has 
led to the sorry state of our 
dries today. 

Third, there will be huge 
demographic pressures. 
World papulation is expected 
to increase by at least 4 billion 
by 2050. This means that a 
huge number of people must 
be fed, sheltered and 
absorbed into the work force. 
Iheqp&ipantionofthepopu- 
tatioffwiU<fu& and there will 
be more older people as 
birth-rates dedtoe and life 
expectancies inereasa- 


Fourth, the economy will 
be more focused cm services 
and communications. It is foe 
age of foe knowledge econo¬ 
my—how to do things, how 
to communicate, how to 
work with other people— 
which is going to become 
more and more important. 
Investment in human capital 
will become more urgent 
than investment in physical 
capital. More and more busi¬ 
ness will be conducted over 
wires and the marketplace 
will be global. 

Finally, looking after foe 
environment will become 
even more important Gi- 
mate change, large scale 
extinction of species, together 
with disease; water shortages 
and land degradation will 
take up more time and 
expense than we have imag¬ 
ined. 

Gromul for 
revolotioa? 

aving said this, it 
must also be said 
that gazing into foe 
future is a tough 
business. Who could have 
predicted foe rise of comput¬ 
er technologies mid shrinking 
of foe world that we are wit¬ 
nessing today? Likewise, 
there could besome technolo¬ 
gy about which we have no 
Idea at present hud which 
may be lurking in laborato¬ 
ries aito may change our lives 


forever when it is unleashed. 

Several trends point to 
disturbing scenarios. The 
spread of AIDS is one which 
threatens to bring about an 
upheaval. Nuclear weapons 
too threaten our very exis¬ 
tence. Along with foe move¬ 
ment towards democracy is a 
strong move towards funda¬ 
mentalism. Countries that 
wish to break away from a 
Central control (Chechnya, 
East Timor) are brutally sup¬ 
pressed. Above all, there is a 
rise in poverty that may well 
be laying foe foundation of 
the next revolution which 
could disrupt our very sys¬ 
tem. It was such an upheaval 
in the past that had brought 
communism into foe world. 

Whatever one considers, 
there is no denying that we 
face great challenges in foe 
next century. The scale of 
everything is bigger than we 
have ever imagined. The 
macro changes taking place, 
including foe installation of a 
new world order governed 
by WTO, patents and interna¬ 
tional agreements, gives rise 
to foe need for developing a 
sound knowledge base, 
nationally and individually. 
Many of foe ideas that have 
helped us through foe previ¬ 
ous century just, may not 
work in (he future * radical 
shift in foinUag#«i£^/ied to 
meet the hrfeqs and chal- 
fengm^asdueiged world. 
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JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW *8 
PHONES : 4316915. 4329106, TELE/FAX : 4311946 E-mail : glsHspub@nde.vSnl.ifUn 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN tW 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ’SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY ANb AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH \ 
RS. MS- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON ENGLISH CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION! 4 
POLITICAL SCIENCE/INDIAN HISTORY AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ( OFFER VALID TILL JANUARY 31, MO* 


I.A.S. 


(Prelims) 

General 

Studies 



I.F.S. Exam 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) 


IAS 


(Prelims) 
General Studies 
Hindi 



1. General Knowledge MlfS 

2. G.K. Workbook FU.200/- 

3. General Sciatic, Rs.2004 

4. Geography Rs.200/- 

5. Indian History Rs.200/- 

6. Indian Constitution Rs.1504 

7. Indian Economy Rs.150/- 

50 /. 3. Gsnsral English Ra.1204 

50 /. A. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs.1804 
50 /. 10. Teat of Eng. Language Re.150/- 
50 /. 11. Common Errors In Eng. Rs.100/- 
00 /- 12. Argumentative Questions Rs.100/- 
70 /. 13.100 Important Essays Re. 804 
50 /. 14. Paragraph Writing Rs. SOT- 
— 15. Precis Writing Ra. 804 

Ra. 23104 16. Modal Letters Ra. 704 

17. Synonyms A Antonyms Ra. 70/- 
10. Idioms A Phrasas Rs. 704 

19. Word Power Course Ra.2004 

20. Dictionary of Scienea Ra. 704 

21. Previoua Papers Ra. 804 


Ra. 28004 


SSC COMBINED I ™ 
PRELIM EXAM7 

INSPECTORS OF I.TAX/SI 
BSF, SI DP/CBI, SO. 

(AUDIT) EXAM. SSC/IB 
ASSISTANTS' GRADE. 

HOTEL MGT. ENT. EXAM. 


S.B.L/BANK P.OV 

RBI OFFICERS GDE. ‘B* 
EXAM, AC/DSP IN CRPF/ 
BSF/ITBP EXAM. BBS/BBA/ 
□BM ENT EXAM 



ENGLISH! 

IMPROVEMENT/ 

SPEAKING COURSi 


1. English Conversation RA. 

2. English Vocabulary Re. 

3. General English R* 

4. Common Errors In EngB a h Ra, 
8. Idioms A Phrases RA, 
L Aynonyms A A n ton yms Re. 

7. Word Power Course Rau 
A 100 Important E ssays Of. 

8, Paragraph Writing Ra. 

10. Precis Writing Ra, 

11. Modal Lattara Rs. 

12.lOOMXP.anEngNah Ra. 
13. Teat of Eng. Language Ra. 
14 RsadtogCnmprshsnalan Mt 
if. Argu m s n tsdvs Qu ss tl a na R4- 
18. Conhiitd A Wal/aM Wards Ra. 
17. PnpbaMona for AB 
It. Proverbs for AH- 


Rs. 28204 



NDA/CDS 


1. Knowledge Re.1804 

2. SO M.TJ>. on Q.K. Rs.1404 

3. 100 PJ>. on aiUOS. Rs.1804 

4. Indian Conedtutian Rs.1004 

8. G ene ra l Octanes Ra.2004 
•- Geography RaJN/- 

7. Indian Hiatory RAA804 

I- Dictionary of iclanea Ra. 704 

8. ObfaetfveMaihs Ra.1204 

10.60000a. on ArdthmaAc RS.1A04 
11. General English Ra.1204 

12.100M.T-P- on BngtiaA RC.1804 




.!£.;■» r;r>;'vr.F<:%/-T'0r: Rs. 1 


ENT ,/C AT/M AT/FMS/ 
BAJAJ/XLRI, ETC. 


1. General English Rs. 1204 

2 . 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 1804 

3. Common Errors In Eng. Ra. 1004 

4 . Teal of Eng. Language Ra. 1804 
8. Headi n g Com p rth a na tcn Ra. 704 
A, English Vocabulary Ra. 1804 

7. Argumentative Questions Ra. 1004; 

8. Synonym s A A ntonyms Ra. 704 
0. Idioms A Phrases Ra. 704 

10. Word P o w er C o urse Ra. 3004 

11. Objective Matha Ra. 1 

12.5000Q*. on Arithmetic Ra. 10W- 

13. MO M. os Hiss ated Ra. 1804 

14. Oat a irAs r p rob iSon Ra. 1004 
1A Verbal Reasoning Rs. 1884 

10, Teat of Reasoning Rs. 1 

17.100 M-T-P.en Resulting Ra. Mop 
18. General Knowtedgo "Jla.i8#A 

11. BOM.TJK.dnOX Ra. 1 

JAIWiMMAK, Ra. 


70 :,) coorsr h: 


1. 5000 Questions on Physic*. . 

2. 8000 Questions on c ^ a mM B y 1, 2 3 * * * 7 8 

3. 5000 Quaationa on Botahy 

A 8000 Quaationa on SOctotf, 

A General Science 

8. Objective Science 

7. 3000 Queatione on Science 

8. Dictionary of Science 



NilAfll/Kj 

CnMrtnrftTf 
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Don't be Self-Styled 

Martyr 


\ yTAN may be bom miserable but this 
lVJLdoes not mean he should go on 
suffering misery, and also inflicting it on 
people around him The fact is man is only 
miserable so far as he thinks himself so. 
He is so because he is a self-styled martyr 
at the altar of his own misery. 

A sure recipe for misery is always 
think about yourself, your wants, people 
should pay respect to you. You will, thus, 
convert everything you touch into a dark, 
dismal entity and become a wretch cm two 
legs. 

People with a penchant for misery are 
difficult and dangerous to live with—they 
destroy their own happiness as ours. 

Misery spreads like plague. One dis¬ 
gruntled member of a household is able 
to create a tense and desperate atmosphere 
seriously affecting others who live under 
the same roof. 

The unhappy rarely realise the trouble 
they spread. They consider unhappiness 
as their natural lot and react as scandalised 
when the truth becomes blown to them. 
“ o Relatives, friends who are in constant 
- retouch with them become used to their atti- 

and mayjuffer gradual transformation. 

» ' *t 


Unfortunately, it seems easier to spread 
unhappiness than what is calm and serene. 

Unrealistic 

A MBITION is another killer. Those who 
aim too high axe constantly frustrated 
by not getting in There is nothing wrong 
with ambition itself. It is unrealistic ambi¬ 
tion that makes one a misery-manufac¬ 
turer If you have fuel for one thousand 
miles, can you undertake a journey in your 
car for five? Realisation erf talent, ability 
and capability are signposts of happiness 
and success. The reverse brings frustration 
and fault-finding which inevitably recoils 
with disastrous results. 

A mar has successfully influenced his 
whole family into his way of thinking. He 
grouches that he does not like die place 
he lives in, and if he had not put so much 
money into establishing a home he would 
move. 

The home itself does not please him 
as he believes the contractor defrauded 
him by substituting poor quality material ; 
when his back was turned. He trusts no 
one. He is tardy in paying and constantly 

qqnoEcameB 


disputes the goods or service received 
Others take pleasure in creating and 
living in a tense atmosphere enjoying in¬ 
trigues, having their "secrets", the "back¬ 
biters", those who love to belittle 
themselves as well as others, the 
determined materialists who think in 
terms of money and cheap bve. 

Regret ters 

MONGST them are the unhappy 
types, belonging to both sexes, but 
females predominating, who have 
plunged themselves into love affairs and 
as soon as they became really involved 
fell into self-Marne, repentance retd never 
to do it again. 

There are a number of pitfalls worth 
considering. You might be one of the 
people a dispenser of misery. 

Misery-manurfachueis 

of others, one who feels hp is 
constancy judged by others 
4na is tottBsi to mm 
because he fbars criticism. 

( ' <* , . y * 
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There are those who axe unable to live their own lives without 
a "success example". They transfer this attitude to their own 
families. There is the father who insists on quoting other beys' 
achievements to his son, completely ignoring the fact that he 
himself was a failure at that age. 

Trying to transmit your own faults and mistakes to others 
(such as the wife nagging her husband for being untidy, using it 
as a blind to cover her own shortcomings). 

Those unable to enjoy a tum of good fortune. When it 
happens they think of their losses and consider that their luck 
compensates little for "life's cruel blows". 

The fortune-seekers who try to utilise others; make contacts 
at parties to get into a better position socially or commercially. 
Even when they succeed there is little reward because they have 
denied themselves the pleasure of earning it. 

Those who have a negative attitude towards everything—and 
towards themselves. 

The question is now, why do people become a menace to their 
own and die happiness of others? Is this type of attitude a heritage 
passed down through generations, or a thing we acquire solely 
through our formative years? It can be either. 

The guilt complex dictates that man must repent and suffer 
and consequently take the burden of'unhappiness. Yet, the 
wisdom of the ancients add up to the formula for human 
happiness mapped out by our modern psychologists. 

In the outlook and "inlook" in every one of us there are 
blind spots, caused by our tendency towards pride, lust, anger, 
gluttony and sloth. The balance of these tendencies varies in 
every individual. Most of us are not at all inclined to the majority 
of these sins but have to make efforts to avoid one or more of 
them. The awareness of these weaknesses differs, and so does 
the effort to resist. 

There might be physical or mental reasons that transform 
our unhappy attitude into action, punishing ourselves as well as 
others. Whatever the cause, here are some simple rules that may 
lighten your burden and make for a better life. 

Simple rales 

T RUST those you love. Respect other people’s opinions 
and property. Respect your own and other people's 
individuality and free will. Search for the cause of your 
unhappiness and the reason why you resent others being happy. 
Let yourself "go" within reason, and do not calculate the cost in 
thought, word or deed. 

Don't be selfish in your relationship, seeking satisfaction 
and giving none. Accept sympathy but never pity from others. 
Do not indulge in sorrow for yourself. 

Do not waste your time pondering over past mistakes and 
misfortunes. Do. not indulge in self-worship. Only seek a bad 
motive for another person's action or words, after you have 
searcht# in vain for a good one; tale positive action whenever 
poSBjhktfOp nofnurhrre a.pereecutfon complex. 

Half of eur miseries come from wont otf eourage to Bpeak 
arfohear the plain truth.., 


CAMBERWELL COLLEGE ARTS 
CENTRAL MARTINS COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN 
CHELSEA COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN 
LONDON COLLEGE OF FASHION 
LONDON COIJLEGE OF PRINTING 

gdMCtK™* X * J - 

The London Institute is the largest art and 
design education institution In the world, 
with 5 of the world’s oldest and 
most famous art and design colleges 


ADVERTISING a CERAMICS a FASHION 


FILM & VIDEO a FINE ART a GRAPHICS 
JOURNALISM o INDUSTRIAL o JEWELLERY 
PHOTOGRAPHY o PRINTING • PRODUCT 
TEXTILE o THEATRE &J(t • 

Only tall thae cranes an avaUafck for study hi Landau t 

Certificate, Diploma, BA (Hou.), MA, PM) 
(No scholarships AvaSable) 


Also visit UBatthe British Education Fair 
with your portfolio of work. 



LALL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES > 


C 4, MIG FLATS, PRASAD NAGAR, 

NEW DELHI-110005. ■ /' £ 

TEL.: (Oil) 5815440,57104ft | 

FAX: (Oil) 5710435 : j 

•amH: aoMtWdetZirmMjM.in * 








Dresstitude! 


TAT OMEN'S right to 
^ * underestimate her age 
was revealed by a voter at a 
polling booth during the recent 
election 

She was told by the 
polling official that, according 
to the rolls, her age was 30. 
When she said it was wrong, 
the polling officer enquired her 
age. While the lady said it was 
20, an onlooker commented' 
"It is worse when you ask a 
woman her age." 

No wonder a tactful 
1 husband has been defined as 
one who remembers his wife's 
i birthday but forgets which one 
! it is! 

^ They say a man's age 


commands veneration (Indian 
and Chinese philosophers) but 
a woman's demands tact. That 
is why a German thinker once 
said that a woman who tells 
the truth about her age, is not 
to be trusted! He also 
advocated that woman should 
not be allowed to swear as a 
witness in a law court 

When a man celebrates 
birthday, he takes a day off, but 
when a woman does, she takes 
a year afL 

When a woman begins to 
look her age, she struggles to 
overlook, Attractive at twenty, 
attentive at thirty and adhesive 
at forty. Many year! from now, 
foe dimpled darling of today 


wdl be just a year older 
The inability of women to 
admit their age is well 
illustrated by a story often 
told by Earl Wilson of a plump 
matron who confessed: "In 
this hat, I feel ten years 
younger", which elicited the 
question: "How old are you?" 
On the matron replying, 
"Thirty", came the 
hammerstroke: "I mean 
without foe hat" 

The right to conceal age is 
only one of foe many 
fundamental rights woman 
has been demanding for long. 
In feet, if you want te get on 
with your job man, you better 
gram her every right. 


Grant a woman foe right 
to dress as she pleases. That is 
foe only way to keep her away 
from folly. Eve gave birth to 
foe necessity of dressing. A 
woman is never happier than 
when she is unhappy about 
which dress to wear, not 
because she has none but 
because she has more than one. 
Don't forget that woman 
always claims to be 
dresstitude! 

Oscar Wilde, who has dug 
many "graves" with his acidic 
tongue, has one for woman 
also. Says he: "Roman's 
fashions may change M her 
designs always remain foe 
same." 
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E-Commerce: Tho Now 
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One of the many ways in which E-Commerce can impact 
current industrial order is in business to business co mm erce. 
Or simply put, transactions which happen between various 
business entities, as opposed to between die end consumer 
and a retailer or manufacturer. 

A lot of focus till now has been on business to consumer 
transactions, Le., you or your friends buying things over the 
Internet, instead of in the real world. This, of course, as we dis¬ 
cussed hist tune, would impact a great deal on traditional busi¬ 
ness models, a case in point being IBM. " . 

This world's largest computer company ™* *•*>*'• M**- u ** 
decided to stop its sales of consumer fo Conwr 
through stores. Yes, sounds unbeBev- 
able, doesn't it? IBM has, instead, deckled 
to focus purely cm sales of its consumer „ _ . .. 

PCs though the Internet. A lesson for all SjSSESKSw* 
businesses who want to continue being in Ai»»»lln§p«tai.OiBi 
die retailing business. fitp'nrtiir. 

However; relatively little attention 
has been paid in the media to a bigger 
revolution which is happening. And this Mhw'-; 
one will beat business to consumer sales, 
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he or toe has placed toe order through toe storefront is quiti 
another story. A new breed of cyber-distributors is earning. 
These are distribution companies who simply accept orders 
from various online storm and then pass toe orders to distrib-; 
utors in the real world, taking a co mm ission as they doth# 
These cyberdistributors' strength lies in their ability to 
work with the distributors and ensure that toe material reach¬ 
es the end consumer in an efficient and safe manner. They ? 

. , .■ would, probably, have very little or no 

inventory of their pwn. One emulate of 
such ; •» ^cyber-distributor is Vstore 
(httpf^/Www.vstore;ccttn). Vstore ew»^; 
helps ybuereate your own storefrontfre*; 
of charge! So clearly, we are not talking <rf - 
; eliminatkm of middlemen anytimeaoon.t' 
i bfnqfrn. Rather, we are going to see them being : 

strengthened and even added to the lay- • 
h . v , era, u long as they recognize toedficfap'/ 
.. cies and changes in .business taodefaK 
: ; J ' ; ; which E-Commerce is going to bring 
Maw ' about Therefore, business to husthtos.^ 
■ Commerce is hereto stay and it is«a% : 


values by far. And that is, business to ” 'V^ • ^ '■ ' Commerce is here to stay, andit isreuQr 

business transactions. All material and ’IKSSliSSJSSfcSSBin‘ . v - big! ■ '• 0$ ;i 

services move through various layers of . ; ; -7-^ ot b* r w bfah is aftet 

middlemen, distributors, franchisees and i 1 ignored when talking of E*Comme«e is | 

agents. Conventional "net business” wisdom would lead us to toe fact that people today, retd perhaps wfflin the foreseeable 
believe that when E-Commerce has reached its cycle of effi- future, continue to buy much mere to toe real world thatt^ 
riency, then all, or most of these middlemen would be wiped through toe net Even pessimistic estimates put the amount of 
out. Although, we might like to believe this to be true, reality real worMbusinere over online burenere ta toenextdecadyfo 
ism^ toffaitoito tofad,toenrehash^wdtoemicklleinehto be at ktost fifteen to twenty timesrSor ^ - - 

become more efficient a d h»r*y, pass on these benefits to toe SHkon Vdtey realized this truth ahd 
^retwn ai -bricks and mortar" companies are buatoes* mod^sto u^^ And toat 

redtowareaereta^pfreafa- '•**• : ***' ' ' . H^^ppie should tor 

of disfrtotitoto oh toeiuffafa scree* repurchase, and matetofcactual pur 
»(rfini4dtom^.retoire.toah’*tetofa*T.'' n: ; r V •• 7 

pdte easy to set up a storefronton toh ; Thus, we ahouto rptertte what Wf 

fa awebstto whkhdffers a fewheafcfC wlfpe 

^. 





































I am a student of engineering. 
After reading your magazine I am in 
spired to achieve success in a big 
way, but I lack confidence. What 
can I do? 

—Hishree Samont Sirhar, 
Bhubaneshwar 
Yours is a common 
situation, but not something 
which cannot be overcome. First 
of all, you have to learn to think 
positively. Think of the small things 
that you have been able to 
accomplish. You will develop 
confidence step 





Can I Learn different program* 
sting languages on the computer at 
home with good quality 
textbooks? 

—Jaydip Chaudkuri, 
Calcutta 

Alongwith textbooks, 
you will also need software 
'jgggggto run the languages. 
Once you have this 
software and books, learn¬ 
ing languages at home is not a 
’ problem. 

I have 


by step, first 
by achiev¬ 
ing small 
things and 
then taking on big things. Mix around with 
friends and stop thinking about your 
limitations. Read some good books, such 
as “How to Stop Worrying and Start 
Living" by Dale Camejie and "You Can 
Win" by Shiv Khera. Slowly, you will find 
that you are developing confidence and 
will be ready to face the world. 

What is GATE? 

—Harsh Stngh, Bareilly 
The Graduate Aptitude Test in Engi¬ 
neering (GATE) is a test for higher studies 
in engineering and technology areas. Its 
eligibility is BE, B.Sc or integrated master's 
degree. The test is usually held in Febru¬ 
ary every year. 

I am a Commerce graduate and want 
to do MCA from a regular university. 
Which universities permit this and which 
institutes can I apply to? 

—Lalit Mohan Vashistha, New Delht 
Hie eligibility for most MCA courses 
is Maths upto class 12. This is important 
since developing computer programs calls 
for a high degree of analytical skills. You 
have not written whether you had maths 
in class 12 or not, so you can assess your 
eligibility better. There are same universi¬ 
ties and private institutes which may 
accept admissions even from people with¬ 
out maths, but the quality of such insti¬ 
tutes is doubtful and it may be difficult to 
tf get a job after getting a degree. As regards 
the different universities offering MCA, 





please refer to our 'Admission Alert' col¬ 
umn, which features admission notices as 
and when they are announced. 

I want to run an English medium 
school. Will I get aid and other benefits 
from missionary (Christian) trusts or 
institutions? 

—Sum/ Sharma, Sardar Shakir 
(Rajasthan) 

It is doubtful that you will get any 
aid from anywhere, since missionary 
trusts run their own schools and do not 
give aid. However, you can visit some 
missionary organisations and find out the 
details. This said, it is strange that you 
should seek aid from anywhere to run a 
school. Why don't you want to be 
independent? You have to discard your 
mentality of seeking help from others, if 
you want to succeed in life. 

Is the MBA by correspondence 
considered at par with a regular MBA of 
a premier institute? 

—Sushanta Kumar Jena, Puri 
(Orissa) 

No. An MBA from a premier insti¬ 
tute has no equal. Correspondence MBA 
degrees are useful for working 
executives who want to enhance their 
knowledge. Some organisations give j 
promotions on tile basis of an enhanced 
qualification but rinding a job on the 
basis of a correspondence degree may 
be'troublesome. 
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^ are helpful 
for Civil Services Exams. Is that true? 

—Sagarika Panda, Bhubaneshiuar 
For the Civil Services Examination, 
you need a wide variety of material. The 
booklets of IGNOU, alongwith other text¬ 
books, are fairly useful for the Civil Ser¬ 
vices Examination. 

I am a student of engineering. After 
graduation, what should I do: ME, MCA 
or MBA? 

—Deepmala Singh, Jamshedpur 
The three options described by you 
are quite different from each other but 
since you have not written any criteria of 
choice, we can only say that you should 
do what you have interest in. If you are 
interested in computers, do MCA but if you 
are interested in business, do MBA. Since 
you have already done BE, you know what 
ME would entail. So you are the best judge 
about the courses you want to take up. 

1 have taken two competitive exams. 
At home I am able to solve 90% of the 
problems but in the examination, I can 
just do 50%, Hew can I overcome this? 

—Subnta Choudhury, Puruiia (WB) 
Yours is a common problem. Most of 
us can work leisurely but are unable to 
perform under pressure. You can over¬ 
come this problem by imposing on 
yourself the same conditions as in an 
examination tall Give yourself only as 
much time as you will be aQoweC By 
doing « number of tests in 
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you will develop the habit of solving the paper under pressure. 
You will also develop the speed required for competitive exams. 

What art GDRa? Why are they gzinmg popularity among 
Indian companies? 

—Mcenu Malhotra, Amritsar 

The Global Depository Receipt (GDRs) are loans obtained 
from other countries They are becoming popular because large 
amounts of funds can be raised, and the interest rate may be 
slightly less than in the domestic market. 

What is Falun Gong? Why has it been banned in China? 


\ OVERTORI A!. 


U.K. Education Aids (UKEA) 

UKEA is proud to relaunch a unique concept that pro¬ 
vides the students an opportunity to study abroad, to boost 
their career in a country where there are no limitation of 
courses ottered by the Universities and familiarises them with 
the Infrastructure which they are not aware of. 

UKEA with the patronage of ECS (Educational Coun¬ 
selling Sendees) of the British Council of India has selected 
universities abroad very carefully and possesses a dynamic, 
experienced and a professionally management team that 
looks after every possible need of a student warning to study 
abroad. 


—Ankan Ghosh, Calcutta 
Falun Gong is a sect in China guided by Li Hongzhi. He 
teaches a blend of Buddhist, Taoist and mystical beliefs. He has 
an estimated 70 million followers in China. The sect has the 
proven ability to organise large scale, but peaceful protests In 
today's China, in which there is large-scale poverty and 
unemployment, Falun Gong has attracted many members This 
has unnerved the ruling Communist Party, which has held strict 
control over the people for many years That is the reason that 
China has cracked down on Falun Gong 

Why did the Vietnam war take place? 

—Jitu Changmai, Jorhat (Assam) 
The Vietnam War was a conflict between the South 
Vietnamese government forces backed by the USA, and 
communist guerilla insurgents, the Vietcong, who were backed 
by North Vietnam. The country had been divided at the 17th 
Parallel between die Communists (North) and Nationalists 
(South). Ngo Dinh Diem, the South Vietnam Premier, cancelled 
national elections and declared the South independent in 1956. 
The Vietnam Cong San, or Vietcong, was formed to oppose his 
corrupt regime. Under the US-South Vietnamese military and 
economic aid treaty, the USA sent its forces but the large-scale US 
campaign was unable to do more than hold back the Vietcong. 
The war spread to Cambodia and Laos before ceasefire was signed 
in 1973. The US withdrew its forces and the South was overrun 
by Vietcong. With the fall of Saigon in 1975, the war officially 
ended. The Vietnam war was perhaps the biggest failure of US 
foreign policy. 

In competitive interviews, questions about hobbies are 
asked. Which hobby should 1 say I have? 

—Atul Vatsh, Allahabad (UP) 
It is true that questions about hobbies are asked in interviews. 
It is important to develop a hobby rather than preparing one for 
the interview. The interviewer can usually see through the bluff 
if you say something though you may have not done it For 
example, if you say your hobby is gardening, the next question 
could be about the size of the gardep, wt$ch would be difficult 
to answer. Our advice is to develop a good hdbby—gardening, 
stamp collecting, radio-listening, dress designing and day 
meddling. Phase note that listening to music, driving, traveHing 
and said to Ite good hotWes. > 


They have already tied up with six loading universi¬ 
ties In die U.K. which are: 

1. The University of Aberdeen 

2. Napier University 

3. The Sheffield College 

4. The Hammersmith and West London College 

5. The Chichester College 

6 The Leeds College of Arts and Design 

The main services of UKEA, as an Institute are: 

1. To provide professional and technical counselling so as 
to assess the ability of the student and enable him to 
choose the right course. 

2. To provide sufficient know how to students about toe 
education structure and the Institutes in the UK through 
audio-visuals and university brochures. 

3. To recommend and process the applications with the 
respective universities or colleges. 

4. To familiarise students with the beet professional career 
prospects available to them m the global market place. 

5. To promote cultural activities and interaction among uni¬ 
versities and colleges in the UK with those in India. 

PIE Education 

Initiated by technocrats in January 1999, PIE education 
has already established an enviable position today. As a pre¬ 
mier institution that provides the highest quality of educa¬ 
tion, it has been awarded the prestigious ISO 9001 certifica¬ 
tion. 

to a period of just a few months, PIE achieved a number, 
of selections from the crash course (in the month of Maichf 
April) and has set up five centres (South Delhi. North Delhi, 
West Delhi, Faridabad and Jaipur) and is looking forward to 
another five by the end of this year. 

PIE education offers its students more than the basi£ 
study requirements. Comfortable A/C classrooms, duart wea 
chalks, magnetic boards provide a conducive environment, 
tor concentration and teaming. Experienced faculty anda 
restricted 30 students per class ensure expert guidance wtb 
personal attention to at! students. 

Students preparing for IIT-JEE get the bene# of toe tat- 
est trends and formal. Regular practice test and post test 
analysis help maintain a dynamic pace at studying. 

PIE ertjeatfon now plane to branch 01 # and start twin¬ 
ing tor various other competitive exsmtoatfona also and eveo- 
tuafly expand the network of centres aereee the nation. 
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CIVIL I1RVICM (MAIHS) SPECIAL 

Styles 


Standard English may be formal, in¬ 
formal, or colloquial. Each of these is ap¬ 
propriate to particular purposes, and when 
it is appropriate, it is correct 

The differences between the levels are 
essentially stylistic. Just as different social 
occasions call for different styles of cloth¬ 
ing, so different writing purposes require 
different styles of writing. The writer's 
obligation is to select the style appropriate 
to his particular purpose. 

Before we can profi tably discuss these 
styles, it is necessary to consider ff ve classes 
of words into which the vocabularies can 
be divided. These are popular words, 
learned words, idiomatic, colloquialisms, 
and slang. 

A great part of the vocabulary con¬ 
sists of words which are common to the 
speech of educated and uneducated speak¬ 
ers alike. These words are the basic ele¬ 
ments of language. 

They are indispensable for everyday 
communication, and by means of them 
people from widely different social levels 
are able to speak a common language. 
These are called popular words. 

Contrasted with these are words 
which we read more often than we hear, 
and write more often than we speak- 
words more widely used by educated 
than by uneducated people, and more 
likely to be used on formal than on in¬ 
formal occasions. These we call learned 
words. 

Learned words are usually imported 
from a foreign language and, at first, retain 
their foreign pronunciations, meanings, 
and grammatical forms. 

If they become so useful that they pass 
into the vocabulary of all classes, they lose 
: their foreign characteristics and become 
£ r Anglicized or naturalized. 

W In the process of bring naturalized 
^'djiey usually pass through a transitional 


stage when both the foreign and the natu¬ 
ralized uses are common (data are—data 
is; detour-detour; flair meaning "capac¬ 
ity to detect" and also "having a knack 
for") 

When the new uses begin to be popu¬ 
lar they are often denounced as "mistakes", 
but when the process of naturalization is 
complete, the learned words, in their new 
uses, become part of the popular vocabu¬ 
lary 

Language contains a host of expres¬ 
sions which are not subject to logical analy¬ 
sis but are so characteristic that until one 
has learned to use them naturally he has 
not mastered the language. These expres¬ 
sions are called idioms. 

Unless one has learned the language 
as a native, they are often difficult to use. 
For example, one who has learned what 
hard and up mean in English will still be 
puzzled by the phrase hard up. 

A Frenchman to whom the greeting 
"How do you carry yourself?" seems the 
most natural kind of expression will be 


puzzled by "How do you do?" 

Idioms are traditional rather than logi¬ 
cal, they can be learned only by experi¬ 
ence, not by rule. There is, for example, no 
rule that will tell us in advance what verbs 
will govern what prepositions. We say aim 
at, abide by, account for, arise from, and 
adhere to. 

The meaning of a verb may be no clue 
to its meaning in an idiomatic verb-adverb 
combination. Adictionary definition of get 
will be little use in such phrases as get 
ahead, get by, get over. It is this arbitrary 
nature of idioms that causes trouble. 

Idioms are mostly made up of popu¬ 
lar words. They are used by all classes of 
people and are common to both standard 
and non-standard speech. 

Often a particular idiom may be re¬ 
placed by a more learned word. Thus "pe¬ 
riodically" may be used for "every now 
and then" and "eradicate" for "rub out". 
Whether such substitution is advisable will 
depend on the formality or informality of 
the style. 
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OBJECTIVE l 7 PE i.'i 1 /< 'VS 


English Language 

N.D.A. Examination held on 20th June, 1999 


COMPREHENSION 

Directions: 

In this Section you have four short 
passages. After each passage you will find 
several questions based on the passage 
First, read Passage I, and answer the ques¬ 
tions based on it. Then go on to the other 
passages. 

Examples T and are solved for you 
Passage 

In our approach to life, be it pragmatic 
or otherwise, a basic fact that confronts us 
squarely and unmistakerdy is the desire for 
peace, security and happiness. Different 
forms of life at different levels of existence 
make up the teeming denizens of this earth 
of ours. And, no matter whether they be¬ 
long to the higher groups such as human 
beings or to the lower groups such as ani¬ 
mals, all beings primarily seek peace, com¬ 
fort and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Fven the lowliest 
insect strives for protection against dangers 
that threaten its life. Just as each one of us 
wants to live and not to die, so do all other 
creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that: 

(a) different forms of life are found 
on earth 

(b) different levels of existence are 
possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the chief 
goals of all living beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential in developing the 
author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(i b) Thewilltosurviveofacreatureis 
identified with a desire far peace 

(c) All bongs are divided into higher 
and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life, and pain and 
death 


Explanation: 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and security 
are the chief goals of all living beings', 
which is response (c). So 'c' is the correct 
answer. 

J. The best assumption underlying the 
passage is 'The will to survive of a creature 
is identified with a desire for peace', which 
is response (b) So ‘b’ is the correct answer 

Passage I 

Most people are afraid of snakes but 
their fear is as irrational as the fear of 
ghosts. The fear of snakes, according to 
some biologists, may be an instinct passed 
on to us by our ancestors. There may be 
some truth in this theory, because monkeys 
have a deep, instinctive fear of pythons and 
other tree snakes. Oi; it might be that we 
learn the fear of snakes as children, from 
grown ups. Anyway, snakes have been 
feared and hated for thousands of years, 
and in the literature of many countries, the 
snake is regarded as a symbol of evil. 

1. The fear of snakes is prevalent 
among: 

(a) young children 

(b) women 

(c) old men 

(d) almost all 

2. Fear of snakes is a sign of: 

(a) madness 

( b ) cowardice 

(c) irrationality 

(d) superstition 

3. The writer tries to justify his views 
on the basis of: 

(a) religious truths 

(b) scientific explanations 

(c) imaginary ideas 

(d) historic evidences 

Passage II 

The movement for women's liberation 
in its present strident form is comparatively 
recent in India. It is still for from being a 
mass movement, being confined mainly to 
urban areas where small groups of edu- 
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cated middle and upper middle class 
women have taken the lead Yet certain 
weaknesses are already beginning to sur¬ 
face, and what began as a serious attempt 
to gain for women a more equal status is in 
danger of losing its moorings. 

4. "Moorings" in the passage means: 

(a) position of authority 

(b) legal standing 

(c) social bondage 

(d) secure position 

5. The movement for women's libera¬ 
tion 

(a) has an extraordinarily large 
number of followers 

(b) is restricted to the middle class 
people of the rural areas 

(c) is mainly to be seen among small 
groups of educated people liv¬ 
ing in a town or city 

(d) has spread widely in all cities 
and villages 

6. The weakness in women's libera¬ 
tion movement has resulted in: 

(a) alienating the men 

(b) alienating the urban women 
from the rural 

(c) failing to gain equality for 
women 

(d) failing to become a mass move¬ 
ment 

Passage III 

Without causing any pollution in the 
form of suffocating fumes and ear splitting 
explosions the bicycle converts energy into 
motion and, that too, more efficiently than 
any other machine. For the first time since 
five appearance of motor cars, the bicycle - 
is seen today as a more attractive means of 
transport. Improved technology combines ’ 
with heightened interest in the environ¬ 
ment, the outdoors and physical fitness, 
have transformed the image of bicycling 
in Europe and America into a fashionable 
and healthy activity. Cycling is a form erf 
sport that enables people to rediscover 
nature. The ATB (all-terrain-bike) is used 



in nding to the top ot mountains and in 
cross-countrv races Riding an ATB is a 
great way of keeping fit, and it is quieter 
than walking The cyclist hears no sound 
of the tyres on the path and is free to watc h 
the flora and fauna while having a joyride 
with friends 

7 The image ot the bu v» le has 
changed mainly because of 

(a) improved technology and fashion 

(b) interest in environment and 
physical fitness 

(c) physical fitness and fashion 

(d) its noiseltssm ss and smoke-free 
operation 

8 The bu yelf is a machine v\ hich 
(<?) converts physical energy into 

motion easily 

(b) requires as mu« h energy as a 
motor cat 

(c) is not as good as a motor car tor 
sight seeing 

{d) is not m fashion these days 

9 Riding an ATB is quieter than 
walking because 

(a) its tyres product no sound while 
moving along the path 
(h) its tyres do not touch the ground 
(c) it has a very slow speed 
(if) walking shoes are noisv 
Passage IV 

I have said enough to you about the 
fact that no two native speakers of English 
speak it alike, but perhaps you are clever 
enough to ask me whether I, myself, speak 
it in the same way 

I must contess that 1 do not Nobody 
does 1 am at present speaking to an audi¬ 
ence of many thousands of phonologists 
many of whom arc trying hard to follow 
my words, syllable by syllable It I were to 
speak to you as carelessly as I speak to my 
wife athome, this record would be useless, 
and if I were to speak to m> wife at home 
as carefully as I am speaking to you she 
would think that I was going mad 

10 English is spoken by different 
people 

(a) very fluently 

(b) syllable by syllable 

(c) in different ways 

(d) without being understood by 
some 

II Hie wnter speaks carelessly to his 
wife because 


(a) she does not need to follow his 
words syllable by syllable 

(b) she is not highly educated 

(c) he does not take her seriously 
(if) she does not listen to him 

| 12 The writer does not always speak 

in the same way because 
' (a) no one will unde island him 

otherwise 

(b) of his attitude to people spoken 
to 

| (c) ot the different reactions ot his 

audience 

| (if) of the activity speaking depends 
■ upon the people to whom he 

. speaks 

I ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
| SENTENCE 
Directions 

In the following items some parts of 
the sentence have been jumbled up You 
are required to rearrange these parts which 
are labelled P Q, R and S to produce the 
I correct sentence Choose the proper se- 
, quence and mark m youi Answer Sheet 
accordingly 
Fxampk l 

i It is w ell know n that (P) the effect (Q) 

is very bad (R) on children (S) of cinema 
I The proper sequence should be 

(u)PSRQ (b)SPQR 

, (c)SRPQ (d) QSRP 

Explanation The proper way of writ¬ 
ing the sentence is It is well-known that 
the effect of cinema on children is very bad 
> This is indicated by the sequence PS RQ 
I and so a is the correct answer 
i H The character of the upright man 
(P) he takes his stand upon (Q) and when 
all else fails (R) shines forth most bnghtly in 
misfortune (S) his integrity and his courage 
The proper sequence should be 
(a)RQSP (b) SRQP 

(c) RQPS (d) SPQR 

i 14 Men of character are not only the 

conscience of society (P) of a well-governed 
| state (Q) but also the best motive power 
(R) which rule the world (S) for it is moral 
1 qualities, m the mairt. 

The proper sequence should be 
1 (fl)QPRS (b) SRQP 

(c)RPSQ (d) QPSR 

15 In a fitting finale to his superb 
performance (P) deservedly drove m an 


Opel Astra (Q) in the Coca Cola Cup 
Cricket Tournament at Sharjah (R) who 
lifted his nabon up to toe pinnacle of glory 
(S) young Tendulkar 

The proper sequence should be 
(a)SRPQ (l)RSPQ 

(i) SRQP (d) RQSP 

16 The fear that conscience would 
teel guilty (P) or disappointing otheis (Q) 
as it prevents people (R) exerts a uvili/ing 
influence (S) from cheating 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RQPS (b) RQbP 

(c) Q S P R (d) b P Q R 

17 1-rom the high balcony ot my flat 
(P) and envied their enthusiasm (Q) our 
the heads of their companions (R) as they 
soared high (S) 1 had noticed the young 
dare devil pilots * 

The propci sequence should be 
(a) RQSP (b)SRPQ 

(0 RQPS (d)SPRQ 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

Directions 

In the following items each passagi 
consists ot six sentences The first and the 
sixth sentence are given in the beginning 
The middle four sentences in each hai i 
been removed and jumbled up These are 
labelled P, Q, R and S You are required to 
find out the proper sequence of the foui 
sentences and mark accordingly on the 
Answer Sheet 

Example 

S, A poor peasant went off early one 
morning to plough, taking with him for 
his breakfast a piece of bread 

S A He lifted the coat, but the bread 
was gone' 

P After a while, when his horse was 
tired and he was hungry, the peasant 
stopped ploughing 

Q* He hid it under a bush and started 
work 

R He went to get his coat and his 
breakfast 

S He got his plough ready and put 
his coat round the bread 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl)SQPR (b) QPRb 

(c)PRSQ (d)RSQP 

Explanation The proper sequence in . 
this example is SQ PR which is marked 
(a). Therefore, y is toe correct answer 
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18. S,: There is an enemy beneath our 
feet—an enemy the more deadly for his 
complete impartiality. 

S # : The power of an earthquake is 
greater than anything man himself can 
produce. 

P: The enemy is the Earth itself. 

Q: He recognizes no national bound¬ 
aries, no political parties. 

R: When an earthquake comes, the 
whole world trembles. 

S: Everyone in the world is threatened 
by him. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) S R Q P (b) Q S P R 

(c)PRSQ (rf)QSKP 

19. S,:OnenteringthchutJimCorbctt 
first picked Kunwar Singh up and laid him 
on a string bed. 

S s : Jim Corbett then asked Kunwar 
Singh's eldest son to warm two sears of 
fresh milk and bring it to him as soon as 
possible. 

P: This eased the situation inside the 
room and the fresh air from the jungle re¬ 
vived Kunwar. 

Q: He then threw open the only win¬ 
dow of the room to let fresh air in. 

R: His breathing became less laboured 
and more regular. 

S: He then sent the mourners, and the 
priest away too. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) P R Q S (b) Q R P S 

(c)PQRS (d) QSPR 

20. S,: If we dump sewage into a 
stream, on a small scale, the stream dis¬ 
solves it and purifies it. 

S 6 : For this overwhelming kind of 
pollution we need a new term. 

P: The system has broken down. 

Q: Ten miles downstream the water is 
pure again. 

R: It can no longer deal even with the 
small quantity of sewage which it once 
acceptei without difficulty. 

S: But if we dump large quantities of 
sewage, we end by killing the purifying 
bacteria and then the stream has lost its 
power to purify. 

The proper sequence should be. 

(a) PQRS (b) QSRP 

(c)\PRSQ (d) QPRS 

21. S/Tlw first day out we met our 
first rhino, two of them, andl had the fright 
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of my life. 

S 6 : It did not strike us as a good op¬ 
portunity for rhino photography. 

P: Being bad-tempered beasts, they 
rushed towards us where they thought we 
were. 

Q: As they thundered past, we 
crouched low and let them go. 

R: The pair had got our scent before 
we spotted them. 

S: It just happened that we were about 
fifty yards to one side of where they ex¬ 
pected to find us. 

The proper sequence should be 
; (rt)SRQP (b) RPSQ 

(c)SPRQ (d) RSQP 

j 22. S,: When I got to the airport, 1 
j learnt that tire plane from Cairo, on which 
i my brother was travelling, had been de- 
j layed at Paris with engine trouble and was 
J expected to be about an hour late. 

• S„: 1 made my way to the restaurant, 

! where I ordered a cup of black coffee. 

| P: First of all 1 went back to the place 
I where 1 had left my car to make sure that 
i all the doors were locked, 
i Q. I decided, therefore, to walk 
j around to make the time pass quickly. 

R: As a rule I can pass the time quite 
i happily, watching the planes land and take 
! oft, but that evening I had a headache, 

| which I thought that the noise of the en¬ 
gines might make worse. 

S: The walk in the fresh air did me 
good, for I felt slightly better as I entered 
the main airport building again. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RPQS (b) PSQR 

(c)PQSR (rf)RQPS 

SELECTING WORDS 

Directions: 

In the following passage at certain 
points you are given a choice of three 
words—one of which is most appropriate. 
Choose the best word out of the three. Mark 
the letter, viz., 'a', 'b' or 'c' relating to this 
word on your Answer Sheet. 

Examples 'K' and 'L' have been solved 
for you. 

K. The river has been 

(a) rising 

(b) raising 

(c) arising 
all night. 
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L. We built the raft 

(a) too strong • . 

(b) very strong . •; 

(c) strong enough 
to hold us. 

Out of the list given in 'K' only "ris- : 
ing" is the correct answer because a river 
cannot be raised, it rises on its own. So ‘it 
is the correct answer for item 'K'. For item 
'L' f J c‘ is the correct answer. Ift order to , 
solve these items you have to first read the ;, 
whole passage and then decide what the 
most appropriate word is. 

Many of us do not realise how radi¬ 
cally our position in the world has altered. 
Political freedom has given us the great' 
Opportunity and the sacred responsibility 
of building up a new India free from want 
and disease, rid of the curse of the: 

23. (a) rich 

(b) poor 

(c) caste 

and the outcaste, where women will 

24. (a) forfeit 

(b) enjoy 
(r) receive 

the same rights as men and 

25. (fl) while 

(b) where 

(c) always 

we shall live at peace 

26. (a) from 

(b) along 

(c) with 

the rest of the world. The 


27. («) inspiration 

(b) vision 

(c) creation 

of such an India should sustain 

28. (a) us 

(b) you 

(c) all 

in our work ahead.- 


Spotting Errors , „ - 

Directions: 

(»') In this Section 6 sentences areY 
given. Each sentence has three parts,.C 
indicated by (a), (b) and (c). Read each ; 
sentence to find out whether there is a% ; 
error If you find an error, in any one of!? 
the parts (a, b, c), indicatefybur response 
by-blackening the letteif.related to that 
part in the Answer Sheet provided. If a 




sentence has no error, indicate this by black¬ 
ening 'd' which stands for "No error" 

(«) Errors may belong to grammar, 
usage or idiom 

Examples P and Q have been solved 
tor you 

P My friend and myself(o) study 
together^) during holidays (c) No error (d) 

Q The rice from Dehradun is(a) more 
superior(fa) to that of Saharanpur(c) No 
error (d) 

The correct answer tor P is letter 'd' 
because the sentence has no mistake in it 
The correct answer for Q is ‘V because the 
mistake in the sentence is m the part carry¬ 
ing the letter 'b' 

29 Duvmg a vehicle on the busy 
roadsfo) require care and skill(b) to avoid 
accidents (c) No error (d) 

30 He has been away in America{«) 
for more than a decade and a half,(b) and 
I don't think he will return back to India (c) 
No error (d) 

31 We Indians are(n) firmly wedded 
m lhe(b) democratic way of life (c) No 
error (d) 

32 I am playing foot-ball for my 
school(a) for the last three years(b) without 
ever being dropped for any important 
match (c) No error (d) 

33 The reason why he could not come 
and attend the meeting was(a) because his 
car broke down on the way;(b) and he had 
to wait inordinately before it was set 
right (c) No error (d) 

34 They did not want the impression 
to go round(o) that they had climbed down 
over their demand(b) and had settled for 
less (c) No error (d) 

Sentence Improvement 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence Below each sentence are given 
three possible substitutions for the under¬ 
lined part If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is 
better than the underlined part, indicate 
your response cm the Answer Sheet against 
the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c) If 
none of the substitutions unprove the sen¬ 
tence, indicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet Thus a 'No improvement' 
response will be signified by die letter (d) 

, Examples R and $ have been solved 
* lor you 
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R The voting child sung a very sweet 
song 

( a ) singed the 

(b) smged 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

b I have already read this book twice 

(a) I already twice have read tins 
book 

(b) I twice have already read this 
book 

I (c) I have twice already read this 
! book 

| (d) No improvement 

! tjplanatm 

j R lor item R, the correct sentence 

should read, "The young child sang a very 
sweet song' t' is therefore, the correct 
answer 

S Item Sis a correct sentence None of 
the changes suggested will improve it ‘d 
is therefore, the correct answer 

Errors may be in grammar, appropri¬ 
ate word usage or idioms There may be a 
necessary word missing or there may be a 
| word which should be removed 
! 35 He would have sanctioned my 

leave if 1 a pplied a week earlier 

(a) I have applied 

(b) 1 had applied 

(c) I would have applied 

(d) No improvement 

36 The law will not tolerate a crimi¬ 
nal act on the plea that the culprit is illit¬ 
erate 

(a) condone 

(b) condole 

(c) ignore 

(d) No improvement 

37 The boys lost the game, wasn't it 7 

(a) isn't it 7 

(b) aren't they 7 

(c) didn't they 7 

(d) No improvement 

38 He seldom or ever loses his temper 

(a) seldom, or never 

(b) seldom, nor ever 

(c) seldom, if ever 

(d) No improvement 

39 He entered into the room without 
taking permission 

(a) entered in 

(b) entered 

(c) entered inside 

(d) No improvement 


40 He is too tall to touch the ceiling 

(a) very tall 

(b) enough tall 

(c) tall enough 

(d) No improvement 

Synonyms 

Directions: ® 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are underlined 
You may also find only a group ot words 
which is underlined Tor each underlined 
part, four words/phrases are listed below 
Choose the word/phrase nearest in mean¬ 
ing to the underlined part 

Example F' is solved for you 

F His style is quite transparent 

(a) verbose 

(b) invoK ed 

(0 lucid 

(d) witty 

Lxplanation In item 'h' the word 
'lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent" So 'c ' is the correct 
answer 

41 He delivered a lengthy speech in 
which he committed several ludicrous 
mistakes 

(«) glarmg 

(b) funny 

(c) absurd 

(d) senous 

42 The performance of the candi¬ 
dates was deplorable 

(a) horrible 

(b) contentious 

(c) laughable 

(d) lamentable 

43 Timely first aid resuscitated the 
patient 

(a) soothed 

(b) rescued 

(c) revived 

(d) cured 

44 Outside I am nothing but a frolic 
some little goat who's broken loose 

(a) happy 

(b) playful 

(c) gay 

(d) delightful 

45 He was accused of graft. 

(a) corruption 

(b) inefficiency 

(c) favouritism 

(d) negligence 
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Antonyms 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined 
in the sentence given It is followed by 
four words or phrases Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the opposite 
in meaning of the underlined word or 
phrase 

Example "F" has been soh ed for you 

F Lucy is a smart girl 

(n) lazy 

(b) active 

(c) indecent 

(d) casual 

Explanation The word "lazy' is 
nearest to the opposite in meaning of 
the word "smart" So 'a' is the correct 
answer 

46 The prinnpa 1 deprecated the at ti- 
tude of some student leaders 

(a) appreciated 

(b) tolerated 


(c) derided 

(d) ignored 

47. Many of the incidents in the auto¬ 
biography appear to be fictitious. 

(a) imaginary 

(b) real 

(c) creative 

(d) boring 

48 The hall was packed with people 
who had come to hear the celebrated au¬ 
thor speak about his work 

(a) obscure 

(b) well-known 
(i) ordinary 

( d) up-coming 

49 We solicit vour co-operation 

(a) acknowledge 

(b) reject 

(c) refute 

(d) cherish 

50 He is known for his arrogance 

(a) honesty 

(b) cheerfulness 


(c) generosity 
(i) humility 

ANSWERS 

* 

1. (d) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (d) 

5. (c) 6. (d) 7 (c) 8. (a) 

9. (a) 10. (c) 11. (a) 12. (d) 

13. (c) 14. (d) 15. (a) 16, (b) 

17 (d) 18. (b) 19 (b) 20. (b) 

21 (b) 22. (a) 23. (c) 24 (b) 

25. (b) 26. (c) 27 (b) 28 (a) 

29. (b) 'requires care and skill' 

30 (c) '.. will return to India' 

31. (b) 'firmly wedded to the' 

32. (a) 'I have been playing football...' 

33. Id) No error 

34. (c) 'and settled for less' 

35. (b) 36 (a) 37 (c) 38 (a) 

39. (b) 40 (d) 41. (c) 42. (d) 

43 (c) 44. (b) 45 (a) 46. (b) 

47. (b) 48 (a) 49. (b) 50. (d) 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


Staff Selection Commission 
(Graduate Level) 

Questions 1-50 were published in November issue. Balance 
questions alongwith answers are given below: 

51. By which smallest number should 5808 be multiplied so 
that it becomes a pertect square? 

00 2 (b) 7 

( c ) 11 (<0 3 

52. The least number which when divided by 4,6,8,12 and 
16 leaves a remainder of 2 in each case is. 

(a) 46 (b, 48 

(c) 50 (d) 56 

53. Sum ot two numbers is 40 and their product is 375 
What will be the sum ot their recipiocals 7 

(«) ^ {b) - 


75 75 

(0 - 8 - UD — 

54. The product of the LCM and HCT of two numbers is 24. 
The difference of the two numbers is 2 Find the numbers. 

(a) 8 and 6 (b) 8 and 10 

(c) 2 and 4 (d) 6 and 4 

3 

55. In a class, ^ of the students are girls and rest are boys. 
2 1 

If — of the girls and — of the boys are absent, what parts of the 

total number of students are present 7 
, 23 23 

^ 30 ^ 30 

/a 18 on 17 

(c) 4Q Id) 25 

56. TWo numbers differ by 5. If their product is .336, the sum 
of the two numbers is: 

(a) 21 ( b ) 28 

(c) 37 (d) 51 

57. The maximum number of students among whom 1001 
pens and 910 pencils can be distributed in such a way that each 
student gets same number of pens and same number of pencils 
is: 

(a) 91 (b) 910 

(e) 1001 id) 1911 

58. Unit digit in (264) ,<K * (264F is. 

(a) 0 lb) 4 

(t ) 6 F * 

59. Whul'OiK of 0 k to>. ’■ 1 ' 

&, Hi, V2 and {/£ 


(Combined) Preliminary Exam 
1999 held on 4.7.99 

(a) V2 (b) \f4 

(c) (d) V2 

2 

60. A person who spends 66- % of his income is able to 

save Rs 1,200 per month. His monthly expenses (in Rs) is: 

(a) 1,200 (b) 2,400 

(c) 3,000 (d) 3,200 

61. If 80% of A = 50% of B and B = x% of A, then the value 
ot x is- 

(a) 400 (b) 300 * 

(r) 160 (d) 150 

! 62 If x is 80% of y, what per cent of x is y 7 

(o) 75% ( b) 80% 

(c) 100% (d) 125% 

63. In a town, the population was 8000 In one year, male 
population increased by 10% and female population increased 
by 8% but the total population mcreased by 9%. The number of 
males in the town was 

(a) 4000 (b) 4500 

| (c) 5000 (d) 6000 

64. In an examination, there were 1000 boys and 800 girls. 
60% of the boys and 50% of the girls passed. Find the per cent of 
the candidates failed: 

(a) 46.4 ( b ) 48.4 

(c) 44 4 (d) 49.6 

65. If A exceeds B by 40%, B is less than C by 20%, then 
A: C is: 

(a) 28 : 25 (b) 26 : 25 

(c) 3 : 2 (d)3:l 

1 66. Price of sugar rises by 20%. By how much per cent should 

the consumption of sugar be reduced so that the expenditure 
does not change? 

(a) 20 (b) 10 

(c) 16 f (d) 15 

! 67 In a school 70% of the students are girls. The number 

of boys are 510 Then the total number of students in the school 
! is - * 

I (n) 850 ( b) 1700 

fc) 1830 (d) 1900 

i 68. Applied to a bill for Rs 1,00,000 the difference between 
I a discount of 40% and two successive discounts of 36% and 4% 


(c) Rs’2,500 


: ■ w • 

(d) Rs 4,000 
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OBJECTIVE TYPE <J 


V 

i 


69 A tradesman marks his goods 10% above his cost price, 
If he allows his customers 10% discount on the marked price, 
how much profit or loss does he make, if any 7 

W 1 % gam ( 6 ) 1 % loss 

(c) 5% gam (d) No gain, no loss 

70 A discount of 15% on one article is the same as a discount 
of 20% on a second article The costs of the two articles can be 

(a) Rs 85, Rs 60 (b) Rs 60, Rs 40 

( c ) Rs 40, Rs 20 (d) Rs 80, Rs 60 

71 An agent gets a commission of 2 5'/»on the sales of doth 
If on a certain day, he gets Rs 12 50 as commission, the cloth sold 
through him on that day is worth 

(a) Rs 250 (b) Rs 500 

(c) Rs 750 (rf) Rs 1250 

72 A sum of money doubles itself at compound interest in 
15 years In how many years it will become eight times 7 

(<?) 30 (1 b ) 45 

(c) 50 (rf) 60 

7 3 Compound interest (compounded annually) on a certain 
sum ol money for 2 years at 4V. pei annum is Rs 102 The simple 
interest on the same sum for the same ratt and for the same 
period will be 

to Rs 99 (b) Rs 101 

(c) Rs 100 to Rs 98 

7 

74 A sum of monev becomes of itself in 3 years at a 
lertam late of simple interest The rate per annum is 

to 5y% (b) 6^ /, 

(c) 18° to 25% 

75 The simple interests on a certain sum at 5% per annum 
for 3 years and 4 years differ by Rs 42 The sum is 

to Rs 210 (b) Rs 280 

(c) Rs 750 (d) Rs 840 

76 Oranges are bought at 7 for Rs 3 At what rate per 
hundred must thev be sold to gam 33 % 7 

to Rs 56 to Rs 60 

(c) Rs 58 (d) Rs 57 

77 The cost price of 36 books is equal to the selling price of 
30 books The gain is 

(a) 20 % (b) 16 * % 

(c) 18% (d) 8 ^% 

78 A man wanted to sell an article with 20% profit, but he 
actually sold at 20% loss for Rs 480 At what price he wanted to 
sell it to earn the profit 7 

to Rs 720 (b) Rs M0 

(c) Rs 600 to Rs 750 

79 A person sells two machines a» Rs 396 each On one he 
gains 10% and on the other he loses 10% His profit or loss in the 
whole transaction is 

(a) no gain, no loss to l°ss 


(c) 1 % profit (d) 8 % profit 

80 A trader bought 10 kg of apples for Rs 405 out of which 
1 kg of apples were found to be rotten If he wishes to make a 
profit of 10 %, at what rate should he sell the remaining apples 
per kg 7 

(a) Rs 45 to Rs 49 50 

(c) Rs 50 to Rs 51 

81 If a b = 7 9 and b c = 15 7, then what is a c 7 

to 5 3 (!>) 3 5 

(c) 7 21 (d) 7 15 

82 By mistake, instead of dividing Rs 117 among A, B and 

C in the ratio r, \\, it was divided in the ratio of 2 3 4 Who 

2 3 4 

gains the most and by how much 7 

(a) A, Rs 28 (l) B Rs 3 

(c) C, Rs 20 (if) C, Rs 25 

83 A and B have money in the ratio 2 1 It A gives Rs 2 to 

B, the money will be in the ratio 1 1 What were the initial 

amounts they had 7 

(a) Rs 12 and Rs 6 
to Rs 16 and Rs 8 
(r) Rs 8 and Rs 4 
to Rs 6 and Rs 3 

84 The incomes of A, B and C are in tlu ratio 3 7 4 and 
their expenses in the ratio 4 3 5 It A saves Rs 300 out of an 
income of Rs 2,400, the savings of B and C me 

(a) Rs 4,025 and Rs 575 
to Rs 1,575 and Rs 2,625 

(c) Rs 2,750 and Rs 1,025 

(d) Rs 3,725 and Rs 1,52^ 

85 An 85 m long rod is divided into two parts If one part 

2 

is 3 of the other part, then the longer part (in metres; is 


to 34 (b) 56 3 

(c) 85 (rf) 51 

86 A student was asked to find the arithmetic mean of the 
following 12 numbers 

3,11,7 9 15,13, 8 ,19, 17 21,14 and x 

He found the mean to be 12 The value ot x will be 
(a) 3 (b) 7 (c) 17 (d) 31 

87 A company produces an average of 4000 items per month 
for the first 3 months How much items, it must produce on an 
average per month over the next 9 months, to average 4375 item* 
per month over the whole year 7 

to 4500 to 4600 

(r) 4680 (d) 4710 

88 The average of five numbers is 27 If one number is 
excluded, the average becomes 25 The excluded number is 

to 25 to 27 

(c) 30 (d) 35 

89 The average of the marks obtained m an examination 
by 8 students was 51 and by 9 other students was 68 The average 
mads of the 17 students was 
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(a) 59 (b) 59.5 

(c) 60 (d) 60.5 

90. If the length of the diagonal AC of a square ABCD is 5.2 
cm, then the area of the square is: 

(a) 15.12 sq cm ( 6 ) 13.52 sq cm 

(c) 12.62 sq cm (d) 10.00 sq cm 

91. If diagonal of a cube is Ju, cm, then its volume in 
cubic cm is: 

(«) 8 ( b ) 12 

(c) 24 (d) 3^2 

92. The length and breadth of a rectangular field are in the 
ratio of 3: 2 . If the perimeter of the field is 80 m, its breadth (in 
metres) is : 1 

(a) 18 ( b) 16 

(c) 10 (d) 24 

93. The radius of a circular wheel is 1.75 m. The number of 

22 

revolutions it will make in travelling 11 km is (use * =—): 

(a) 800 (b) 900 

(c) 1000 (d) 1200 

94. If the radius of a sphere is increased by 2 cm, its surface 
area increased by 352 cm 2 . The radius of sphere before change is 

22 

(use * =—): 

(a) 3 cm (b) 4 cm 

(c) 5 cm (d) 6 cm 

95. The area of a circle is 38.5 sq cm. Its circumference (in 

22 

cm) is (use 

(a) 22 (b) 24 (c) 26 (d) 32 

96. The breadth of a rectangular hall is three-fourths of its 
length. If the area of the floor is 768 sq m, then the difference 
between the length and breadth of the hall is- 

' (a) 8 metres (b) 12 metres 

(c) 24 metres (d) 32 metres 

97. A metallic hemisphere is melted and recast in the shape 
of a cone with the same base radius (R) as that of the hemisphere. 
If H is die height of the cone, then: 

(a) H = 2R (b)H-jR 

(c) H * ^3 R (d) H = 3R 

98. A conical vessel whose internal radius is 12 cm and 
height 50 cm is full of liquid. The contents are emptied into a 
cylindrical vessel with radius (internal) 10 cm. The height to 
which the liquid rises in the cylindrical vessel is: 

(a) 25 cm (b) 20 cm 

(c) 24 cm (d) 22 cm 

99. Two right circular cylinders of equal volume have their 
heights in the ratio 1: 2. The ratio of thdr radii is: 

(a) (b) 2:1 

(c) 1:2 (d) 1:4 

100. A and B can do a work in 12 days, B and C in 15 days, 


CandAin20days.IfA,BandC work together, they will complete 
the work in: 

(a) 5 days (b) 7|-days 

(c) 10 days (d) 15^ days 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

51. (d) 5808 = 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 3 x 11 x 11 Reqd no. = 3 

52. (c) L C M. of 4,6,8,12,16 = 48 Reqd no. = 48 + 2 = 50 

53. (a) x + y = 40, xy = 375 

x + y 40 x y _ 8 
xy = 375 xy + xy 75 

I+i-A 

or y x 75 

54. (d) Let the nos. be x, x + 2 

Product of nos * H C F x L.C.M* 
x(x+2) = 24 or x 2 + 2x - 24 = 0 => x = - 6 ,4 
x * - 6 •‘■x = 4,x + 2 = 4 + 2 = 6 
Nos. are 4 and 6 

55. (a) Let the total no. of students be x 

3 2 

Girls « j x, Boys = ^ x 

Total students present = ( 1 -^) x + (1-^-) jx=|^x 

56. (c) x(x - 5) = 336 =*x 2 - 5x - 336 = 0 => x = 21,-16 

X 16 .--X = 21 

Other no. = x - 5 = 21 - 5 = 16 

Sum = 21 + 16 = 37 

57. (a) Reqd. no. = H.C.F. of 1001 and 910 = 91 

58. (a) 4 2 gives unit's digit = 6 

4 '® a (4 2 ) 51 gives unit's digit 6 
410 J _ ( 42 ) 5 t. 4 gi ves unit’s digit = 4 
••• Sum = 6 + 4 * 10 
Unit's digit in the given no. a 0 

1 - 1,3 2 I 

59. (d) v3 a 32 X 3 = 3 * a (27)‘ 

i , I 1 
(2)3 = (2 2 ) 4 a 4 6 

IT 1x1 2 I 

v 2 = 22 3 = 2 6 = 8 6 

1 1 ,1 1 

(4)3 a 4)6 3 (4 J )6 s 16« 

Least \fl (L.C.M. of 2 and 3 a 6) 

(For comparison, covert each into same order) 

60. (b) Exp » 66j% * 

•••Saving - (100-^~)%-^% 
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A T.S. "g“ % of x * 1200 =>x « 3600 

Exp = 3600 - 1200 = Rs 2400 
80 50 50 x 

61 ^ ioo A *ioo B = To6 x Too x A =* x “ 160 

62 (d) Let y = 100 x = 80 

If x is 80, y * 100 

tt ■ inn il. 100x100 -,, e 

If x is 100 then y = - — — = 125 
ou 

125% of x = y 

63 (a) Let the no of males be x 

• No of females = 8000 - x 

IsHloo (aooo-x)-!®* 8 ooo=. x.«oo 


72 (b) 2P * P (1-2 « 3 (l+~) ,s Cubing both 

• Reqd time * 45 years 

73 (c) CI = P[(l+~) 2 -l] =» 102 

= p[(1+ im )2 * 11 =» p = 1250 


PxRxT 1250x4x2 


: Rs 100 


74 (a) Let P = Rs x, A = ^ x .. S I = -x - x * Rs -~x 
6 x 6 6 


SIxlOO 


_ 6 


64 (c) Failea candidates = 1000 x 


100 

( 100 _- 60 ) 

100 


= ^ = 5-% 
9 9 


+ 800x(^) 


75 (d) 


xx5x4 xx5x3 


= 42 =» x = Rs 840 


Read% = —- - - x 100 =444 

q 1000 + 800 

140 

65 (a) LetC = 100 B = 80 A = J-^x80 = 112 

A = 112 = 28_ 

C 100 25 ^ 

66 (c) On 120, reduction should be 20 

20 2 

On 100, reduction should be = 120 = 

67 ( b ) (100 - 70)% of x * 510 => x = 510 x ~ 1700 

40 

68 ( 6 ) 1st discount = 100000 x —- = Rs 40000 

Amount after two successive discounts 

= 100000 x A”--** x (1^ 4 ) = Rs61440 

.\ Equivalent single discount * 100000 - 61440 = 38560 
•. Difference = 40000 - 38560 = 1440 

69 (b) Let C.P. * Rs 100 

MP=RsU0 

• sp.U£2X!ffi=!Sl.R,» 


1 onn 

76 (d) CP of 100 oranges = |xl 00 = Rs^, Gam = 33% 

„„ C P x(100+gam%) 300.133 _ 

sp -Too “ T~ Too =Rs57 

77 (a) Let SP of 1 book be Re 1 

SP of 36 books = Rs 36 
CP of 36 books = SP of 30 books = Rs 30 
P = SP-CP =36 - 30 = Rs 6 

P% = 100 = 20% 

„„ , S.PxlOO 480x100 „ 

78 W cp = ibo^Lws% “ loo^acT = ^ 600 


Reqd SP = 


= Rs 720 


Loss *100 - 99 = 1 


1% Loss 


(SP.= 


x 4 

70 (d) 15%ofx*2Q%ofy =* “"3 

x;y*4:3*80:60 

10 1250 

71 ( 6 ) Reqd amount *100 x ^jX-|^-bRs 500 


79 ( b) When S P of two machines is same, there is always loss 

in such case which is x% of x * 10 % of 10 * 1 %. x * 10 

80 (6) C P of 10 kg of apples = Rs 405, Reqd. gam * 10% 

cp_ 4 Q 5 X 1100 ±M. 81X11 
bP_4U5x 100 “ 2 

11 

SP. of 9 kg = 81 x — (•. 1 kg were rotten apples) 

81 11 

,SP. of 1 kg of apples* y *y *Rs 49.50 

si 7 x H.| 

w b 9 c 7 c b c 97 3 

82. (d) A B C 

111 
2 : 3 : 4 
or 6 • 4 : 3 
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a « side 


Sum of ratio = 6 + 4 + 3* 13 


A's share = — x 117 = Rs 54 

B gets = * *117 = Rs36 

C gets = x 117 R s 27 
If ratio 2:3:4 Sum of ratios = 2 + 3 + 4 = 9 

A gets = q x * 17 = Rs 26 
B gets - ^ x 117 = Rs 39 

C gets «|x 117 - Rs 52 

C gets most by Rs 52 - 27 i.c. Rs 25 

83. (r) Let B's money = Rs x .-. A's money = Rs 2x 

. 2x- 2 _ 1 . 

ATS ‘ ~x+Y~T X = 4 

A's money = Rs 8 

B's money = Rs 4 

84. (a) A's expenditure = 2400 - 300 = Rs 2100 

Ratio of expenditures of A and B = 4 : 3 

B's expenditure = ~ x 2100 = Rs 1575 

C's expenditure = ■" x 2100 = Rs 2625 

B's income = ~ x 2400=Rs 5600 

B's saving = 5600 - 1575 = Rs 4025 

C's income = | x 2400 = Rs 3200 

.-. C's saving = 3200 -2625 = Rs 575 
2 

85. (d) x + j x = 85 => x = 51 Longer part = x = 51 m 

Sum of observa tions 
86- W x = no. 0 f observations 


12= (3 + 11 + 7 + 9+15 + 13 + 8 + 19 + 17+21 + 14 

+ x) =* x = 7 

„ . . _ . 4375x12 - 4000 x 3 Aenn 

87. (a) Reqd. no. =-g-= 4500 

88. (d) The excluded no. .= 27 x 5 - 25 x 4 = 35 

„ . . _ . 51x8 + 9x68 _ An 

89. (c) Reqd. average =-^-- 60 


90. (6) d J = 2a 2 .-. a 


, d 2 5.2 x 5.2 
. a 2 = -*-—r-- 13. 


- =13-52 sq cm 
Z i 

d = diagonal of a square 


91. (a) d = Sl .\d*-Vf/* 

.. d 3 JvixJnxJn V3xl2 

v=l -ss-t/r - " 8 

otJl2 = Sl .'. 1 = 2, Voi = P = 2-’ = 8 

92. (W Let L = 3x and B = 2x ( P = 2 (L + B) = 80 

2 (3x + 2x) = 80 => x = 8 B = 2 x 8 = 16 

93. (c) Distance covered in one revolution 

= C = 2nr = 2 x y x 1.75 m 

. 11x1000 7 100 

No. of revolutions =-~- x 22 x 175 = 

94. (d) A.T.S 4 n [(r + If - r 2 ] = 352 => r = 6 cm 

S.A. of a sphere = 4 n f 

95. (a) Radius of a circle = JK+n = ^38.5 + y = ^ 

C= 2nr = 2 x y x^ = 22cm 
3 

96. (a) Let L = x m .% B = “ x Area of a floor = L x B 

or x x ~ x = 768 =$ x 2 - 768 x ~ => x = 32 

4 3 

B = x 32 = 24 
4 

Difference between length and breadth = 32 - 24 = 8 m 

97. {a) Vol of cone = Vol of hemisphere 

i*R 2 H = --jrR 3 .-.H = 2R r 

3 3 

98. ( c ) Vol of liquid = | * 12 x 12 x50 = 2400 n cm 

Vol. of a cylinder = n R J H 
Vol. of liquid = n R 2 x height to which liquid rises 
2400 it = rr x 10 2 x reqd height 

Reqd height = 24 cm 

99. (a) h,: h 2 = 1 : 2 Leth, = x, h 2 = 2x 

Vol of 1st cylinder = Vol of Ilnd cylinder 

nr, 2 h, = nr| h 2 => = ^2.=—= — 

1 22 r| h, x 1 

=>r,:r 2 =-/2:l % 

l r 2 J 1 r 2 * 

100. (c) 2(A+B+Q's one day's work “^ + ^ + 2 o “5 

(A + B'+ C)'s one day's work = ^ 

A + B + C together will do die work in 10 days 
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Test of Reasoning-1 


Qs. 1-5. Find the odd-man out: 


1 (1) Bhopal 

(2) Delhi 

(3) Lucknow 

(4) Mumbai 

(5) Calcutta 


2 (1) trigger 

(2) tripod 

(3) triangle 

(4) tricycle 

(5) trident 


3 (1) barometer 

(2) lactometer 

(3) perimeter 

(4) thermometer 

(5) milometer 


4 (1) heart 

(2) spade 

(3) axe 

(4) club 

(5) diamond 


5 (1) triangle 

(2) lhombus 

(3) square 

(4) arc 

(5) circle 



Qs. 6-10. In each of the following questions, the first set | 
has two words with a definite relationship between them. You j 
have to find out from (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) the word that has J 
similar relationship with the word given in the second set. , 

6 reduction increase lend 7 | 

(1) money (2) debt (3) necessity , 

(4) give (5) borrow 

7 drama novel head 7 

(1) ideas (2) hand (3) thinking 

(4) brain (5) skull 

8 Sunday Tuesday April 7 

(1) holiday (2) June |3) May 

(4) March (5) summer 

9 Chennai Madras Myanmar 7 

(1) Burma (2) India (3) Rangoon 

(4) revolution (5) Buddhism 

10 minute hour inch 7 

(1) measurement (2) cloth (3) metre 

(4) yard (5) distance 

Qs. 11 and 12 are based on the codes given below: 

'jom pom son lorn' means, 'Brilliant candidates got 
appointed' 

'lom bom dom pom' means,' Some candidates were lucky' 
'tom nom pom bom' means, 'Some uneducated are brilliant' | 
'somfbmkomnom' means,'Uneducated were also appointed' ! 

11. 'Some candidates are lucky'would be coded as j 

(1) lom tom dom bom (2) lom bom nom fom 

(3) bom fom tom dom (4) )om fom bom pom j 

(5) None of these , 

12. According to the above code, som jom nom' means 

(1) brilliant uneducated appointed 

(2) uneducated were lucky 

(3) some lucky appointed 

(4) uneducated got appointed (5) None of these 

13. If in a certain code, 'MILLEfJNIUM' is 'UMMUILENN, 
then 'DICTIONARY' would be: 

(11 TCIDYRANIO (2) CIDYRATION 


(3) CIDOITYRAN (4) C1DYARHON 

(5) None of these 

Qs. 14 to 16 are based on numbered circles given below: 



14 If the average number of numbers inclusive in arlce A 
and B were deducted from the average ot the numbers exclusive 
in circle A only, the result would be 

(1) 7 (2) 6 (3) 3 (4) 9 

(5) None of these 

15 The difference m the total of numbers exclusive in circle 
A and exclusive in circle B is 

(1) 13 (2) 14 (3) 16 (4) 19 (5) None of these 

16 The total of numbers exclusive in circle B is what per 
1 cent (approximately) ot the total of al l the numbers m the circles? 

' (1) 278% (2) 204% (3) 33 3% (4) 30 5% 

(5) None of these 

Qs. 17 to 20 are based on the information given below: 

In a certain city 

School is 3 km to the north of Temple 
College is 2 km to ihe north of Post Office 
Bus Station is 5 km to the east of Post Office 
Market is 3 km to the east of Temple and 4 km to the north 
of Bus Station 

Railway Station is 2 km to the north of Temple 

17 Which two places are the farthest as the crow flies? 

(1) School and Bus Station 

(2) Post Office and Market (3) School and College 

(4) Temple and Bus Station (5) None of these 

18 If all the roads run north-south or east-west, how far is 
the College from the School 7 

(1) 8 km (2) 9 km (3) 7 km (4) 11 km 

(5) None of these 

19 Which three places are in a straight line? 

(1) School, College and Temple 

(2) Rly Station, Market and Temple 

(3) Temple, Rly. Station and School 

(4) College, Post Office and Bus Station 

(5) None of these 

20. A and B alighted from five same bus and both took 
taxis. A went via Market and Temple at a speed of 40 km per 
hour and B via Post Office, College and temple at a speed of 60 
km per hour, and both reached the School. Who readied before? 
(1) A2mts. before (2) B3mts.before 
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(3) B 2 mts before (4) B1 mt before 22 reclining standing bending * O Q 

(5) None of these 01 ' ^ 

Qs. 21 to 25. Each of the following questions has three 23 bending sitting reclining „ q_ Q 

positions of a person. Match them with figures given in (1), 1 ! 

(2), (3), (4) and (5). 24 standing lying down bending «> [y^ Ov_, 


21 sittuig bending standing o y —O 


25 lying down sitting standing *i |y> r ->° 


__N ON-V ERBAL S ERIES _ _ _ 

Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures You have to find out which of the Answer 
Figures from A, B, C, D and E would come next in the series of the Problem Figures 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


A-A i_9 

ae ^ 2 £ C, } G 

7 a g- 1 , 

27 OD AO -0-A 

X □ O 


ANSWER FIGURES 
BCD 


*X X* 
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x-e- 

Y 

x-e-* 

4 = 


v 

o- + 


V C7 

ts 

C7 A 


A A W 
« « A 

G=3 C3 M 
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A SI 

V 
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32 I? 9 EL 

oooe ooo-ooooIoo-o 


o-oo 


© u 
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0 U 

x -< 
c 0 


i-l 


CO © □© 

Y n Y T 


35. L 


o o -B 


37. Qj 


QflO CD 

A0 Af 9 A |A 

etsb d> 


2 ,9c 

□ o 


J J, 


n its 9t> 


Ml ■ DECEMBER IMS ■ THE COMPETITION MASTER 

























































































D □ 

<* 4 > 

© 


© 

-o 

• 

• 

@ T 

• 

BTD *- 

1 

IS) • 

7 @ 

2 ° 
p AX + 

u a 

ruxi 

a 

40 + 

X 

a 3 

+40 C 
X ^ 

X 

+ DO 

A 

nru 

x 

d o+o 

P A 



A A 

0X0 +XO 
+ □ 

inn mu 



X 

| 

9 

X 

i 


dr* 

BS 

r 3 

*? 

Q 

O 

□ A 

a A 
0 <5 

A 

O 

□ 6 

□ 

0 

Ac* 

□ 

0 

0 A 

jjKvJHjSj 

mO 

5 

A @ 

A 

a 

V 

C0D 

tr 

5 ? a 

a 

W 

© 4 * 
< 2 > 

Jr - 

- I 

9 

s ^ 

- Jr 


^ 1- 

4 

V 

0 c=> 

t 

1- 

V 

-< e=> 




/ X 


H 


v □ 

O ® 0 

□ VO 


4- 

OC <s) 'f' 0 
» w 


**♦«/*« -H- 







«. & 



^ %? 




±2E§ 


^ ^ 


o 

54. a 

+ 










































































































Q. 56-65. Find the set that is different from the other three: 
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Qs. 66-71. In each of the following questions, two problem figures followed by five answer figures. A, B, C, D and E are 
given. The two problem figures have some common characteristics. You have to find out the one figure from the answer figures 
that has the same characteristics. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ABODE 
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REASONING \ 


Qs. 72*75. In each of the following questions, a part of a 
, square is given. Find out from A, B, C, D, E and F, the missing 
| part that would match and complete the figure. 

A Eggl 
8 IbbbB 

c l flA ^1 


» • C2l 




ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (2) All the others are capitals of States while Delhi is capital of 

India 

2 (1) In all the others tri' is used for three 

3 (3) All the others are instruments for measuring certain things 

4 (3) All the others are connected with playing cards 

5 (4) All the others are closed geometrical figures 

6 (5) The words are antonvms 

7 (2) Both are elements of the same general head literature/ 

human body 

8 (2) The next one follows the first with a gap of one 

*4 (l) They have the new name and the old name relationship 

10 (4) One is a small unit of the other 

11 (1) 12 (4) 13 (2) 

14 (3) (14 + 22 + 16 + 23 + 0) 5 - (lb + 21 + 27) - 3, i c 

25-22 = 3 

15 (1) (14 + 22 + 16 + 23 + 0) (26 + 17 + 19), te 75 - 62 = 13 

16 (4) 62 out of 203 

> School 
pity SI 

18 (3) TunpIKJ—--p Marfcat 



Port Offi 


O Bui St 


19 (4) 

20 (3) 

21 (2) 22 (5) 23 (4) 24 (1) 25 (3) 

26 (D) The figures go round clockwise rotating and two of them 

changing pattern in two and three steps 

27 (B) Figures interchange places clockwise and one is replaced 

by a new figure 

28 (A) Dot steps down, the dark triangle goes left to right in 

three steps and the line in four steps 

29 (E) Triangle goes round clockwise turning upside down, cross 

and plus right and left and the third figure rotates 
clockwise covering one and two steps alternately 

30 (A) First three figures have a relationship, the same has 

been repeated in the next-set 

31 (B) Same as above 

32 (E) The central figure rotates and one and two lines are added 

alternately 


33 (C) Lines are added and black parts disappear alternately 

34 (E) The U rotates and goes from corner to corner anti¬ 

clockwise, the circle gains a step and the figure in the 
centre changes alternately 

35 (A) One and two sides are added to the figure alternately 

36 (B) The figures go round in opposite direction and the black 

part shifts clockwise 

37 (C) The angles change turn by turn 

38 (B) See how the small figures join the main ones in sets of three 

39 (E) The figures interchange positions accord ing to a set pattern 

40 (B) Figures interchange places with half portion disappearing 

41 (D) One figure changes after two steps, the other changes 

alternately and they go round anti-clockwise 

42 (C) Small figures interchange places and the other one goes 

round clockwise 

43 (E) The ball hops along one and two steps alternately and the 

black petal covers one extra step each time 

44 (B) The figure swings and small parts move from bottom to 

top 

45 (B) The figure changes in four steps 

46 (A) The figures get smaller and bigger and move arouiyj 

according to a set pattern 

47 (D) Figures are in sets of two All the sets follow' the same 

pattern 

48 (A) One stroke increases clockw ise 

49 (B) Figures are in sets of three and move similarly 

50 (A) One figure changes with each step and Injures interchange 

places according to a set pattern 

51 (fc) Figures move up and down and along edges according to 

a set pattern 

52 (D) One petal is added alternately and the two circles mo\e 

m opposite direction at different pace 

53 (B) One line is added alternately, the w hite circle along three 

points and the dark uale in and out 

54 (E) Three figures interchange places and then go round anti¬ 

clockwise 

55 (B) One line is added, the dot goes right and left and the 

figure inside rotates clockwise 

56 (C) in all the others the second figure has one more Imi than 

the first one 

57 (B) In all the others, both the figures ha\e the si me sides/ 

lines 

58 (D) The ratio of the tiguies is different 

59 (A) In all the others, one is the mirror image of the other 

60 (C) In all the others the strokes are one less than the number 

of lines in the first one and one more in the second one 

61 (B) In all the others, the second figure has twro more sides, 

than the first one 

62 (D) The rotation of the figures is different 

63 (B) The second figure should ha\ e two sides less than the first 

figure 

64 (B) Hie arrangement of small figures is different 

65 (C) In all the others the inner figure has one side less 

66 (D) 67 (E) 68 (B) 69, (E) 

70 (A) 71 (Cl 72 (F) 73, (A) 

74 (D) 75. (B) 
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Test of Reasoning-2 

Qs. 1-6. In each of the following questions, a series of Qs. 9 to 14 are based on the series of letters, symbols and 

numbers is given. Below this series is given a number followed numbers given below: 


by (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E). After understanding the pattern in 
the given number senes, you have to form another number 
series in the same order, starting from the given number. 

1. 3 6 18 72 360 

2 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(E)? 

(1) 1080 (2) 1240 (3) 1440 

(4) 1180 (5) None of these 

2 7 13 25 49 97 

8 (A) (B) (C) (D) (F) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(C) 7 

(1) 51 (2) 57 (3) 63 

(4) 69 (5) None of these 

3 12 24 26 52 54 

19 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(CP 

(1) 59 (2) 73 (3) 80 

(4) 84 (5) None of these 

4 16 64 25 125 36 

4 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(A P 

(1) 12 (2) 16 (3) 10 

(4) 8 (5) None of these 

5 16 15 28 81 320 

11 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of die following numbers will come at the place of 
(DP 

(1) 200 (2) 196 (3) 192 

(4) 2004 (5) None of these 

6. 31 37 41 43 47 

53 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(B)? 

(1) 59 (2) 63 (3) 57 

(4) 61 (5) None of these 

Find the odd-man out: 

7 (1) 4(12)2 (2) 7(13)6 

(3) 9(45)6 (4) 10(55)7 

(5) 12(80)8 

8. (1) 9(27)6 (2) 10(343)3 

(3) 16(32)14 (4) 5(8)3 

(5) 12(125)7 


vBA3Dr8®GA|©7D6K5VND3P8HD 
v6 Am © 

9. How many letters have either symbols or numbers on 
their left and right 7 

(1) 5 (2) 6 (3) 7 

(4) 8 t5) None of these 

10 What is the total of die numbers that have either letters 
or symbols on both right and left sides 7 

(1) 24 (2) 26 (3) 23 

(4) 29 (5) None of these 

11 What is the ratio among numbers, letters and symbols 
in the senes 7 

(1) 3 5 6 (2) 4 5 6 (3) 4 5 7 

(4) 3 4 5 (5) None of these 
12-13. In the following arrangements, which one is 

different from the others 7 

12 (1) F©GJ (2) NOPD 

(3) HD6© (4) ©76N 

(5) VN3H 

13 (1) DF©J (2) NDPD 

(3) HD6© (4) ©76N 

(5) VN3H 

14 Which set would come next 7 
VAD8 T©A© J765 KVQP 7 

(1) PHvA (2) 38D6 

(3) 38 V A (4) OPHV 

(5) 8D6M 

In questions 15 and 16, four out of the five given words are 
related to the word 'INTERMEDIATE' in the same way while 
one is different. Your task is to find this odd-man out: 

15 (1) INTERIM 

(2) MEDIA 

(3) TERMINATE 

(4) DETERMINE 

(5) IMMEDIATE 

16 (1) TERM 

(2) RATE 

(3) DATE * 

(4) DREAM 

(5) TREAT 

17 If in a certam code, FREEDOM is ESDFCPL then 
SLAVERY would be' 

(1) RMZWDSX 

(2) RMZWDQZ \ 

' (3) RMZUFQZ 
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(4) RMBWDSZ 

(5) RMZUESX 

Qs. 18-23. Each question below has a word along with its 
code. The capital letters are coded by small letters. Your task 
is to find oqt the right code for letters of the words enclosed 
in box 


18 

S 

p B 

O 

U 

T 




(1) 

y 

(2) w 


(3) 

g 

(4) m 

(5) 7 

(6) c 

19 

T 

R A 

V 

E 

m 




(1) 

q 

(2) m 


(3) 

h 

(4) x 

(5) k 

(6) w 

20 

p 
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T 

E 

L 
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m 

(2) y 


(3) 

k 

(4) q 

(5) x 

(b) g 

21 


0 u 

B 

L 

E 



(1) 

X 

(2) k 


(3) 

n 

(4) 7 

(S) j 

(6) c 

22 

R 

F [Vj 

O 

l 

T 




(1) 

k 

(2) m 


(3) 

w 

(4) c 

(S) h 

(6) x 

23 

S 

0R 

I 

D 

E 




(1) 

w 

(2) g 


(3) 

k 

(4) n 

(5) m 

(6) f 


Qs. 24-28. A survey was conducted on the type of books | 
children aged 7 to 14 read m their spare time Children were j 
divided into four age group and a study of 250 students in 
each group was made by the surveyors Questions 24 to 28 are 
based on their findings 




CATEGORY OF BOOKS 



AGE 

GROUPi 
250 Sts 
Each 

Adventure 

stones 

_ 

Science 

fiction 

_ 

i 

o 

U 

Classics 

Crime 

stones 

L 

Percentage 
of students 
not reading 

7 to 8 yrs 

22% 

2% 

70% 


2% 

4% 

9 to 10 yrs 

28% 

6% 

52% 

2°/ J 

8% 

4% 

11 to 12 yrs 

32% 

10% 

30"/ 

6°/, ' 

14% 

8°/ 

13 to 14 yrs 

14% 

14% 

24% 

12% 

— L 

26% 

- —j 

10% 

■ ■ ■ ■■ — 


24 What is the percentage of children who read adventure 
btones 7 

(1) 25% (2) 22% (3) 24% 

(4) 28% (5) None of these 

25 The percentage of students who read science fiction is 
how much more than the percentage of students who read 
classics’ 

(1) 5% (2) 7% (3) 3% 

(4) 4% (5) None of these 

26 The number of students who read comics is how much 
more than the number of students who read adventure stones? 

(1) 161 (2) 200 (3) 180 

(4) 205 (5) None of these 

27. What is die total number okhildren who read crime 
stories’ 

(1) 125 (2) 90 (3) 95 

(4) 105 (5) None of these 


28 What is die percentage of students who don't read at 
all’ 

(1) 85% (2) 7% (3) 9% 

(4) 6 5% (5) None of these 

Qs. 29 to 33 are based on the diagram given below: 



In the diagram, the circle represents Africans, the triangle 
dark persons, the square educated persons and the rectangle 
nch persons Each section of the diagram is numbered. Now 
answer the following questions: 

29 Which section represents the persons who are rich, 
educated and dark but are not Afncans’ 

(1) 5 (2) 7 (3) 4 

(4) 8 (5) None of these 

30 The educated Afncans, who are dark but not rich are 
represented by the number 

(1) 8 (2) 7 (3) 9 

(4) 6 (5) None of these 

31 Number 5 repretents 

(1) nch uneducated Africans who are dark 

(2) nch educated Afncans who are dark 

(3) nch but uneducated non-Afncans who are not dark 

(4) nch uneducated Afncans who are not dark 

(5) None of these 

32 Which number represents educated and nch Africans 
who are not dark’ 


(1) 6 (2) 15 (3) 10 

(4) 11 (5) None of these 

33 Dark non-Africans who are neither nch nor educated 
are represented by the number 

(1) 4 (2) 3 (3) 8 

(4) 7 (5) None of these 

34 Given below are five equations. Four out of these five 
have the same value while one is different. You have to find 
this odd-man out: 

(1) 6 , -5 2 + 3*-7 , + 5 1 

(2) (5 + 7) J - 3 4 + 6 - (3 x 23) 

< 3 , 5^1 „ 13 ^ 2 .^, 


( 4 ) ( 3 * 4 ) 2 *^—-( 83 x 3 ) 

4 4 

(5) (3 + 4) J + (5 + 6) 2 - (34 x 5) 
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Qs. 35*37. Two persons A and B started for point P in the 
following way: 

A went 3 km south, turned left and went 1 km then turned 
right and after going 1 km again turned left and after going 1 km 
reached *P’ 

B went 2 km east, turned right and after 1 km again turned i 
right After going 1 km he turned left and went 3 km. Finally, he [ 
turned right and after 1 km, reached 'P' at the same time as 'A' 
did. 

35. How tar is 'P' from B's starting point as the crow flies? 
(in kilometres) 

(1) v '3 2 +4 ? (2; 3= (3) 4 

(4) 5 (5) None of these 

36 How far is A's starting point from B's starting point and 
in which direction 1 I 

(1) 2 km west j 

(2) l km north , 

(3) 1 km south ! 

(4) 4 km east j 

(5) None of these ' 

37. If they both reached T' at 10 A.M and started at 8 A.M. 
who moved faster and by how many minutes per hour? 

(1) A, 4 mts p h. 

(2) A, 5 mis p h 

(3) B, 4 mts p.h 

(4) B, 5 mts p h 

(5) can't say 

Qs. 38 to 40 are based on the following information. 

A non-government organisation (NGO) took up five projects 
for live villages A, B, C, D and E. The projects were opening 
health centre, providing electricity, 100% literacy, vocational 
training to women and supplying clean drinking water, one 
project for each village but not in the same order. 

Health and electricity were not in the programme for C. 

B and E were not under the clean drinking water project 

Vocational training to women was not scheduled for D or C. 

The 100% literacy programme was allotted to A. ; 

Electricity was not to be provided to D nor vocational training j 
for women to E ; 

38. To which village was the vocational training for women ! 
programme allotted? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) F 

39. Which of the following is a wrong statement? j 

(1) D and E were not to have health centre under the project. 

(2) Clean drinking water was to be arranged for C. 

(3) Women of B were to have vocational training 
programme, 

(4) Literacy programme was not allotted to any village other ! 

than A. I 

(5) All the above are right. I 

4Q. Which village was to have electricity? J 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 


SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are given him statements followed by ’ 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of them logically follow from the statements, disregarding 
commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41.1. Ail horses are camels. 

2. All camels are goats. 

Conclusions• 

I. All horses are goats. 

II. All camels are horses, 
m. Some goats are camels. 

IV. All goats are camels. 

(1) Only I and II follow 

(2) Only I and ID follow. 

(3) Only II and ID follow 

(4) Only n and IV follow. 

(5) Either II or IV toilows. 

Statements: 

42.1. Some files are books 
2. Some files are green 

Conclusions 

I. Some books are not files. 

II. Some books are green. 

III. Nothing else is green except files 
IV No book is green 

(1) Only l and II follow. 

(2) Only I and HI follow. 

(3) Either ID or IV follows. 

(4) Either II or IV follows. 

(5) Any one of the four follows. 

Statements 

43.1. 40% students in a class of 50 faded in Physics . 

2. 40% failed in Chemistry and 40% in Mathematics. * 

Conclusions: 

I. Only 30 students were declared successful. 

II. No student failed in two subjects. 

ID. No student failed in all the three subjects. 

IV. Some students did not fail in any subject. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only D follows. 

(3) Only III follows. 

(4) Only IV follows. 

(5) None follows. * 

Statements: 

44.1. Some stones are gems. 

2. All gems are pearls. 

Conclusions: 

I. Soma stones are pearls. 

II. Some gems are not pearls. { 

IQ. All pearls-are gems. 



IV Ail pearls are stones 

(1) Only I follows 

(2) Either I or II follows. 

(3) Either DI or IV follows. 

(4) Only II follows 

(5) f Only IV follows 
Statements 

45 1 AH plants are flowers 
2 All leaves are flowers 

Conclusions , 

1 All flowers are plants as well as leaves I 

II Some flowers are neither plant nor leaf | 

III Every flower is either a plant or a leaf ! 

IV Some flowers are plants as well as leaves 

(1) Only I and II follow 

(2) Only III and IV follow 

(3) Either I or II follows 

(4) Only I and m follow 

(5) Only any one of the four follows 
Statements 

46 1 Some msects are birds 

2 Some birds are flies 
coiic/nsimis 

I Some insects are flies I 

II No insect is a fly | 

in Some birds are not msects 

IV Some flies are not birds 1 

(1) Only I and H follow I 

(2) Only III and IV follow 

(3) Fither I or II follows 

(4) Either II or III follows 

(5) All the four follow 
'ihlemenh 

47 1 All newspapers are magazines 

2 Some magazines are dictionaries 
( onclusions 

1 All newspapers are dictionaries I 

U All magazines are newspapers i 

DI Some newspapers are dictionaries 

IV No newspaper is a dictionary 

(1) Only I and n follow 

(2) Only in and IV follow 

(3) Only IV follows 

(4) Anyone from I, HI and IV follows 

(5) None follows 
Statements 

48 1 Slops are cheaper than cottages but more expensive 

than houses which are more expensive than farms 

2 Motels are more expensive than restaurants but 
cheaper than farms 

Conclusions ! 

I Among all die places, mentioned, restaurants are 
the cheapest 

n Motels are less expensive than shops 
DI Cottages are the most expensive places. 
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IV. Farms are cheaper than cottages 

(1) Only l in and IV follow. 

(2) Only IQ and IV follow 

(3) Only n, HI and IV follow 

(4) All the four follow 

(5) Only any one of the four follows 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions, numbered l, II and III An assumption is something 
assumed or taken for granted You have to consider the statement and 
the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in tin statement Then decide which of the answers is correct 
Statiment 

49 After a major railway accident near Gaisal in which 
hundreds of passengers lost their lives, the Railway Munster 
resigned 

Assumptions 

I It was due to his personal negligence that the 
accident occurred 

II He was perturbed and felt it was his moral 
responsibility hence he resigned 

III He was so much criticized by his colleagues as well 
as by the members of opposition party that he felt 
humiliated and resigned 

(1) Only I is implicit in the statement 

(2) Only II is implicit 

(3) tidier I or II is implicit 
14) Either II or III is implicit 
(5) None is implicit 

Statement 

50 A team of scientists has successfully developed a plashc 
that is not inimical to the environment as it is bio-degradable 
Assumptions 

I The plastic we are using at present is harmful to the 
environment 

II Materials, that are not degradable cause pollution 

III Much labour and technology has been applied in 
developuig this new tvpe of plastic 

(1) Only I and U axe implicit 

(2) Only II and III are implicit 

(3) Only I and III are implicit 

(4) All the three are implicit 

(5) Any two of die three are implicit 
Statement 

51 Before the occurrence of total solar eclipse, the media 
always instructs people not to see it with naked eye 
Assumptions 

I Hie media is concerned about welfare of the people. { 

II Solar eclipse should not be seen with naked eyes. 

IQ There is no harm in seeing a lunar eclipse with naked ' 

eyes as media says nothing about it. 
fl) Only II is implicit \ 

(2) Only I and Q are implicit 

(3) Only II and Ql are implicit 

(4) Only I and HI are implicit 

(5) All are implicit 



Statement: 

52. The rally in the valley, a part of Narmada Bachao 
movement was taken up by the intelligentsia and civil society 
for die first time. 

Assumptions' 

I. There is a general awareness about the hazard the i 

dam on Narmada is going to cause in all the strata j 
of society. j 

II. As a result of the rally, the government would drop i 
the proposed Narmada project. 

ID. Big dams on rivers should not be constructed. 

(1) Only I is implicit 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only III is implicit. 

(4) Either I or H is implicit. 

(5) Either II or III is implicit 
Statement 

53. Many of the Indian movies are Indiamsed versions of j 

foreign movies. 1 

Assumptions: 

I. Indian story writers are not as good as the foreign 
writers are. 

II. Such films are made in less money because there is 
no need to pay to die story writer. 

III. When a foreign movie is successful at die box-office, 
the film makers are almost sure that its Indianised 
version would be a box office hit too. 

(1) Only I is implicit 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only in is implicit. 

(4) None is implicit. 

(5) Only any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement ' 

54. The government is going to take strict action to stop 
wide-spread adulteration of milk, particularly the synthetic 
milk. 

Assumptions- 

I. Prior to this proposal, the government was ignorant 
about the adulteration in milk and existence of 
synthetic milk. 

II. Synthetic piilk is made with chemicals. 

ID. Adulteration is harmful to health. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only III is implicit. 

(4) Either I or IE is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. The Banks have reduced the rate of interest on various 
type of savings. 

Assumptions: 

I. The financial condition of Banks is not good hence 
they are not in a position to pay interest. 

H. Bank employees are over-worked so -they are 
discouraging savings. 
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QL The value of money has increased. 

(1) Only 1 is implicit. 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Either 1 or II is implicit. 

(4) Only III is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement. 

56. Candidates try to get hold of some popular Bollywood 
star for advertising campaign during elections. 

Assumptions 

I. Film stars are professionals where the art ot 
advertisement is concerned 

II The popularity of stars proves favourable for 
candidates 

III All him stars are interested in politics 

(1) Only I is implicit 

(2) Only If is implicit 

(3) Only III is implicit 

(4) All arc implicit. , 

(5) None is implicit. 

In each question below is given an assertion ’ 4'followed by two 
reasons numbered Rl and RII Apply the reasons to the assertions 
and mark your answers as follow* 

(1) Only RI and not RII is the reason for A 

(2) Only RII and not RI is the reason for A. 

(3) Both RI and RIT are the reasons for A 

(4) Either RI or RII is the reason for A 

(5) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A 

57. A. Jobs assured for a life-time with a promise of pension 
benefits are not discharged efficiently or with dedication by the 

j employees 

RI. The employees know they will continue to get their 
salary whether they work or not. 

RII. The employees are deprived of incentives, 
appreciation and promotions on the basis of merit. 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) U 

58. A. Dons having high connections often go scot free even 
after committing hideous crimes. 

Reasons- 

RI. The high connections are influential enough to curb 
the incidents to the advantage of these dons. 

RII. Persons related to judiciary can be easily purchased. 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

59. A. A team oi environmentalists and animal lovers freed 
, several monkeys purchased by a laboratory for experiments 
| related to cancer-saving drugs. 

RI. The life of monkeys is more important than the life 
of cancer patients. * 

RII. The animal lovers were sure that the monkeys would 
die when given cancer-saving drugs. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) Q 

60. A. The whole nation is donating generously for the 
families of the Kargil martyrs and those who became crippled. 

RI. Since these bread-winners of their families died or 
suffered serious injuries In defending our borders 

the conirermow 



so gallantly, it is the moral duty of every Indian to 
look after their families. 

R1L Since every Indian cannot go to die front and fight 
the enemy, it is the least we can do. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

61. A. In some of the suberbs near die Chambal ravines, 
most of the people move around with a gun hanging on the 
shoulder. 

RI. These people are connected with the gangs who 
have their hideouts in the ravines. 

RII. As these places are frequented by robbers, gun is an 
instrument for self-defence. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

In each of the following questions, a question is asked followed 
by three statements. While ansiwing the question, you may or may 
not require the data provided in all the statements. You have to read 
the question and the three statements and then decide whether the 
question can be answered with any one or two of the statements or 
all the three arc required to ansioer the question. The number bearing 
the statements which are required to answer the question is your 
answer. 

Question: 

62. How many pilgrims are expected to take the holy 
dip in the river this year on the night'of the coming full 
moon? 

Statements: 

I. Five years back the number of the pilgrims was 
about 50,000. 

II. Last year the number of pilgrims was more than 
80000. 

III. The number of the pilgrims has constantly been 
increasing by about 10% per year. 

(1) Only I and II. 

(2) Only H and III. 

(3) Only I and D3. 

(4) Only I and either II or HI. 

(5) All the three 
Question: 

63. When did the last solar eclipse of this millennium 
occur? 

Statements: 

I. It was the second Wednesday of August. 

H. The first of September of this year also happened to 
be a Wednesday. 

III. The next total sOlar eclipse is in 2001. 

(1) Only I and Q. 

(2) Only D and m. 

(3) Only I and HI. 

(4) Only m. 

(5) All the three. 

Question: . 

64. How many cartons can fit in tj\is box? 

Statements:. 

I. Ilia box is 3* x 4’. 

H. its height is 2W ft. ■ 


ID. Each carton is 6" long and 5" broad. 

(1) Only I and E 

(2) Only II and ID. 

(3) One and either n or m. 

(4) Only I and IQ. 

(5) They are not sufficient. 

Question: 

65. What is Anshu’s rank in the class? 

Statements: 

I. Anshu is 24th from the last. 

Q. There are thirty children in the class, 
in. Anshu's friend Ramesh got 4th position and there 
are two children between them. 

(1) Only I and IQ. 

(2) Only I and Q. 

(3) Only II and Ql. 

(4) Either II or 10. 

(5) I and either II or 10. 

Question: 

66. What is the actual cost of this book? 

Statements: 

I. I gave a five-hundred rupee note to the book¬ 
seller. 

II. He returned one hundred and forty rupees. 

10. There was 10% discount on each book. 

(1) Only I and O. 

(2) Only 0 and ffl. 

(3) Only I and ID. 

(4) All the three. 

(5) The data is not sufficient to answer the question. 

Given below is a paragraph followed by certain conclusions drawn 

from it. Read the paragraph and examine the conclusions on the basis 
of the facts stated in the paragraph. Mark your answer: 

(1) if the conclusion is definitely true. 

(2) if it is probably true. 

(3) if doubtful as the data is inadequate. 

(4) if probably false. 

(5) if definitely false. 

In a finding by an audit team of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG), many irregularities were observed in the running 
of school education in one of the States, the public suspicion that 
politics, rather than actual need controls, the government’s policy . 
on recognition of schools was confirmed. In about 90% cases of 
the schools that had got recognition, the district-level inspection 
team carried out inspection of schools for recognition on the basis 
of the directions given by the private secretary of a minister though\, 
he had no jurisdiction in this regard. On the other hand the 
remaining schools, in spite of fulfilling all the conditions required^ 
were not given recognition. They obtained their recognition under- 
order from the court. ’ ;> 

67. The CAG had power to cancel the recognition ofsehools 

■ . although they were recognised on the basis of the reports sent by i 
foe district-level inspection team. 

• (1)0 (2)0 (3)0 (4)Q; (5)0 . 

68. In this particular State If a private school is refused 


x- 



39. (1) 


recognition by the department, it .can get it from the court. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) 0 (4) □ (5) □ 

69. The private secretary of the minister was indirectly being 
benefited from these recognitions. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

70. The minister did not have knowledge of what his private 
secretary was doing. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 


ANSWE RS AND EXPL ANATIONS 

* 1. (3) Go on multiplying numbers by 2,3,4,5,6. ..respectively. 

The series would be 2; 4; 12; 48; 240; 1440. 

2. (2) Each number is double minus one of the preceding 
number. 

: 3. (3) The number is multiplied by two and for the next number, 

* 2 are added, the series would be 19,38,40,80,82,164. 

4. (4) The series would be 2 J ; 2’; 3 J ; 3 1 ; 4 1 ; 4'* .... 

5. (1) The series is formed by xl -1; x2 -2; x3 -3; x4 -4; x5 -5, 

hence the series would be 11; 10,18; 51; 200; 995. 

; 6. (2) The series has prime numbers in succession 
■ 7. (4) The arrangement is x(x J - y 2 )y. i e. 10(53)7 ought to be 
10(100 - 49)7; u 10(51)7. 

8. (3) !he number in the bracket is the cube of the difference of 

the numbers on its left and right, hence 16(32)14 should 
be 16(2’)14. 

9. (3) The letters are B, G, J, K, N, P and M. 

10. (1) The numbers are 3, 7,8 and 6 and their total is 24. 

11. (2) 8 numbers, 10 letters and 12 symbols 

12. (3) 13. (4) 14. (2) 

. 15. (5) It has an extra M. 

16. (4) fa all the others, the letters picked up for forming words 

do not change order. 

17. (1) The codes for letters are the preceding and the following 

; letter in the alphabet respectively. 

• 18.-23. For answering these questions, sort out common letters in 
words and match them with common codes 

18. (2) 

. 20. (4) 

: 22. (5) 

: 24. (3) 

26. (2) 

28. (4) 

: 30. (3) 

32. (4) 

34. (4) 

. 35-37. 

'• 35. (3) 

36. (1) 

37. (4) 


19. (4) 

21. (3) 

23. (5) 

25. (3) 8% - 5% 
27. (1) 

29. (2) 

31. (1) 

33. (2) 


*A 

». 

* 

B-* 


n 

U-i 




38. (2) 

40. (5) 

The next type of questions are best solved by drawing < 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then reaching the ’ 
fool-proof conclusion. Let each element be represented by a circle 
irrespective of its size. Here are a few examples to provide you 
guidelines. 
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49. (2) 

50. (4) 

51. (5) 

52. (1) 

53. (3) 

54. (3) 

55. (5) 

56. (2) 

57. (3) 

58. (1) 

59. (5) 

60. (3) 

61. (4) 

62. (3) 

63. (1) 

64. (5) 

65.(2) 

66. (4) 


67. (2) The paragraph says nothing about the action taken b) 

CAG but there seems a probability 

68. (1) The last line of the paragraph confirms die conclusion 

69. (2) Otherwise he wouldn't be doing it. - 

70. (4) Although the paragraph says nothing about die role ot 

the minister tmt when jurisdiction is referred, there is a 
hint of rapport between the minister and die private 
secretary. 1 
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Short Note* 


Notional Nows 
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U S President Bill Clinton has signed 
into law the authorisation to waive 
sanctions against India. This waiver 
would allow development and military 
training programmes to continue. It 
would also lift restrictions on activities of 
US banks in India. 

But, in case of Pakistan, Clinton 
decided to waive only two economic 
sanctions—relating to ban on commercial 
lending by US banks and on agricultural 
credit guarantees, 

The sanctions against both countries, 
pursuant to Section 102 (b) of Arms 
Export Control Act, also known as Glen 
Amendment, were imposed soon after the 
nuclear tests in 1998. 

The sanctions were partially lifted 
through waiver provisions of Agriculture 
Export Relief Act (AERA), 1998 and India- 
Pakistan Relief Act (IPRA) (1998). The US 
Congress passed the IPRA of 1998 on 
October 21,1998. Section 902 of the Act 
(the Brownback Amendment I) authorized 
the President to waive "for a period of not 
more than a year upon enactment of the 
Act", certain parts of the Glen 
Amendment sanctions. 

The IPRA, 1998 and AERA, 1998 
expired on October 21,1999. 

Indian response to the US move was 
positive, yet ynderstated. This was seen as 
part of India's strategy to continue talking 
to the US froip a position of strength, 
without assuming an unduly aggressive 
posture. 

The waiver would put some critical 
research projects like Light Combat 


Do You Know... 

1990-2000 will b« observed as the 
International Decade forNatural 
Disaster Reduction (IDNDR). The Wodd 
Disaster Reduction Day 1999 was 
observed an October 13. 




Mltor cyclMi wreaks karrec fa filssa 

On the early hours of October 29, 
1999, Orissa was completely shattered 
by the worst-ever cyclones of the present 
century. The frenzied storm brought lives 
of the people to an absolute halt. 

The massive and merciless, 
super-cyclone, with wind speeds 
exceeding 260 km per hour, left more 
than 20,000 dead and displaced 
some 10 million. Such was the fury 
of nature that nothing except lifeless 
concrete structures survived. 

The worst affected districts were 
Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Puri, 
Khurda, Bhadrakh and Balasore. The 
port city of Paradip was one of the worst 
affected areas. 

Physical infrastructures, Including 
school and college buildings and 
government offices were severely 
jj* damaged, therefore, unlike toe previous 
cyclones, these could not be used as 
rest-sheds for the evacuees. All major 
district roads were either washed out or 
Mocked by uprooted trees. Electricity and 

telecommunication was badly damaged. 

Crops loss was 100 per cent. Food for consumption at the household level was 
either buried or destroyed. All sources of drinking water were contaminated or 
destroyed. 

Every Gram panchayat saw death of livestock ranging from 200*500. Most 
artisans have lost their workshops, tools and other machinery. 

In nutshell, the damage can be said to be near total loss of normal livelihood for 
next six months. 

The survivors have now to bear the brunt of epidemics. 

The Central government has announced a relief package of Rs 300 crore, In 
addition to Rs 250 crore released by the Prime Minister. 

As per the Indian meteorological scientists, the century's second worst cyclone 
behaved exactly as was predicted. The scientists, using data interpretation 
mathematical models, forecast 48 hours in advance that a cyclone with 220 km per 
hour wind speed would hit the Orissa coast. 

A super cyclone is one whose intensity—wind speed encountered in the core 
area of a tropical cyclone—equals or is mom than 226 km per hour. The wind speed 
in the Orissa cyclone was 240 km per hour, next to the Andhra event of 1977, when 
the wind speed touched 260 km per hour. 

Paradip port was hit by a wall of water as high as a three-storeyed building. 

According to some officials, the number of dead could have been restricted had 
Orissa government built cyclone shelters, tn Bangladesh, when a cyclone had hit in 
1997, more than one million people had sought protection in shelters meant for much 
disasters. The human toll was, thus, limited to 111. 

Even Andhra Pradesh has cyclone shelters, which were constructed sifter the 
1977 cyclone had left 10,000 dead. ;• / 

The pre-dtsaster management plans were non-existent in Orissa. It Is hop$dthat 
the latest tragedy will wake up the authorities concerned and the gavenvbertie win be 
better prepared in times to come. 




Aircraft (LCA) back on the rail. 

Meanwhile, the visit of US energy 
secretary Bill Richardson officially 
restarted file strategic dialogue with US. 
Mr Richardson, the first Cabinet member 
of the US administration to visit India 
after the new government was sworn in, 
reiterated the agenda for Indo-US 
dialogue—CTBT, FMCT, nuclear and 
missile restraint and export controls. 

The two governments have decided 
to resume cooperation in the energy 
sector. The new energy cooperation would 
incorporate environmental aspects of 
energy development, like Clean 
Development Mechanisms (CMDs). The 
US is keen to Improve scientific 
cooperation in this area, which is not to 
say that nuclear energy would be on the 
agenda. 

■COMMIT A PLANNING 


^RESIDENT K.R. Narayanan's address 
■ to the Parliament—the first 
opportunity for the Vajpayee government 
to articulate its resolve—slowed plans for 
second generation reforms to achieve 
multi-sectoral growth. The President said 
that the government would provide a 
strong policy and regulatory leadership, 
the private sector would ensure 
dynamism and efficiency of competitive 
environment; and the local democratic 
institutions and the civil society would be 
strengthened to bring enthusiastic 
participation by the people. Some of the 
reforms which on the government's 
agenda are: full five-year term for Lok 
Sabha, State Assemblies; 33% reservation 
of seats in Parliament for women; free 
education for girls up to college level; 
introduction of Lok Pal Bill to check 
corruption from top; legal status for 


Do You Know... 

World Post Doy wos observed on 
October?, 1999, 

World Standards Day wqs observed on 
October 14,1999. 

Global Iodine Deficiency Disorders Day 
was observed on October 21,1999. 
World Thrift Day was observed on 
October 30,1999. 



I, the RBI Indicated that banks would 
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The Interest rate surcharge of 30 per cent on irnport finance has also been 




export bitla against the Mettd stipulated minimum 20 per cent interest. 

NRls can now obtain, rupee loans and overdrafts against security of 
aharee/sdcuritiesAfebsnttifos or Immovable properties held for other than investment 
purposes fo India. ■ ■ 

. The freedom to lend without reference to prime lending rates has.been made 
applicable to loans governed by refinancing schemes of term lending institutions, 
lendhp to intermediary agencies, discounting of bills and advances/overdraft against 
dorf»stic/NREfFCNR{B) deposits. 

It also announced drat regulation of money Market Mutual Funds (MMFs) would 
be shifted from RBI to SEBI once the latter puts in place a regulatory framework. 
However, prior clearance will have to be taken'fbr undertaking MMF activity; before 
approaching me SEBI for registration. 

RBI iso indicated that banks weiuid have to reduce their exposure limit in a 
company to 20 per cent of net worth against 25 per cent now. It iso announced 
special facilHyforY2K preparations. 


Central Vigilance Commissioner; Delhi to 
be full State; Statehood for Vananchal, 
Chattisgarh, Uttaranchal; corporatisation 
of State Electricity boards; Railway 
Reforms Commission for better, safer and 
cheaper trains; law to promote e- 
commerce and internet revolution; TRAI 
and Telegraph Acts to be amended; world 
class telephone system after DoT becomes 
India telecom; automatic clearance route 
for FD1 for $ 10 billion inflow a year; 
expenditure commission will review 
subsidies, spending of government, new 
law on bankruptcy, for closure, mergers 
and debt recovery; 2 million homes to be 
build each year; fencing of Indo-Bangia 
border; and steps to combat terrorism. 

The government also proposed to 
introduce a comprehensive electoral 
reforms bill. 

SCANDALS 

Safari charfailiaaf Iliad 

| ATE Prime Minister Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
■has been named as an accused, for the 
first time, in the 13-year old controversial 
Bofors pay-off case. The 8s 1437 cron gun 
deal waa signed when he wat the Prime 
Minister. Rajiv's name figures as an 


"accused not sent for trial" as he is no 
longer alive. 

The CBI has also chargesheeted 
Italian businessman Ottavio Quattrochi, 
former Bofors agent Win Chadha, former 
Defence Secretary S.K. Bhatnagar, the 
Swedish company AB Bofors and its then 
Chief Martin Ardbo. 

Investigations were on to ascertain 
the role of Quattrochi's wife Maria, 
Dubai-based Chadha's son Harsh and 
three of the Hinduja Brothers. The Bofors 
company is alleged to have paid Rs 64 
crore as kickbacks to clinch the 155 mm 
Howitzer field guns contract/ 

CBI alleged that Quattrochi's AE 
Services got 7.3 million dollars, while 
Chadha's Swenska got 77 million dollars 
as kickbacks. 

Meanwhile, the Congress party's 
demand for d?fetion of Rajiv Gandhi's 
name in CBI cjuigeshe^t has been rejected 
by the government. 

, Meanwhile, special judge Ajit 
Bharihoke has issued a non-bailable 
warrant against Italian businessman 
Ottavio Qiiattrochi and Kto summoned 
four other accused, namely Win CKStiha. 
former Defence Secretary S.K. BhatnagMi • 








former Bofbrs President Martin Ardbo 
and the Swedish company A.B. Bofors 
(now renahted Celsius), represented 
through its CEO. 

CBI has placed the original 
chargesheet and supporting documents 
before the judge. 

The judge said, "I have perused the 
report, relied upon the documents and 
statements.'fn my opinion there is 
sufficient prim facie material on record to . 
proceed against the accused... accordingly 
1 take cognisance." 

INDIA- UAI 

film trwrtlsi signed 

URING the Indian visit of United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister for 
Justice and Islamic Affairs Mohammed 
Bin Nakhira A1 Dhaheri, India and UAE 
signed three treaties. These include an 
extradition treaty, an agreement on 
mutual assistance in criminal matters, and 
another on judicial cooperation in civil 
and commercial matters. 

The extradition treaty would provide 
a legal framework for seeking extradition 
of fugitive criminals, including those 
involved in terrorism and economic 
offences. 

Under the treaty, extradition would 
be possible irrespective of whether the 
crime was committed before or after the 
entry into force of this treaty. 

This would also give India the power 
to ask for the recall of dreaded terrorist 
and underground don Dawood Ibrahim 
and Bofbrs agent Win Chadha. 

The agreement on judicial 
cooperation in civil and commercial 

Do You Know... 

■ 

The number, of people living below the 
poverty line went up by 1 4 per cent 
between 1993 and 1998. According to 
the Planning Commission estimates, 
which are based on' NSS data, there 
were about 38 per cent people below 
the poverty, line in 1993, which 
increased to 40 per cent in 1998. The 
•mployment growth rate in this period 
was 1.5*1.7 per cent, which was murfc 
below the. rise in-labour force which 
grew at 2.S per cent. 


matters aimed at facilitating the widest 
measure of legal assistance in pursuing 
cases in these fields. It would be possible 
to serve summons and other judicial 
documents issued by the courts of one 
country in another's territory. 

The judicial authority of one country 
could also, at the request of other's, take 
evidence and courts of one country 
would be able to execute decrees and 
pass arbitration awards in territory of 
another. 

The agreement on mutual legal 
assistance in criminal matters is aimed at 
strengthening cooperation between two 
countries in the completion of 
investigation and prosecution in all 
crimes, including those related to 
terrorism. 

E-COMMiRCK 
Cabinet nod for cybarlow 

HE Union Cabinet has decided to put 
together a special Cyber law (infotech) 
which is set to override and amend a 
number of other Acts, to recognise 
electronic commerce for the first time. 

The law will legalise electronic 
signatures on the net, besides software 
and hardware that goes with e-commerce. 

The law will amend the Banking Act, 
the Indian Evidence Act, The Telegraph 
Act and Company Law Act. 

The new law which may be brought 
under the info-tech policy or may be 
known as the Cyber law, would act as an 
overriding law. 

This law would cover alt 
amendments at one shot. This would 
enable the government to see through 
path-breaking changes at a quicker pace. 
Otherwise, separate amendments may 
take too much time due to the 
parliamentary process. 

The Congress and its splinter party 
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) formed 
the government in Maharashtra, headed 
by Vilasrao Deshmukh. As none of parties 
in fray won a clear majority. Congress (75 
seats) and NCP (58 seats) agfeed to form a 
coalition government after days of $ 

bargaining. 

uroifunoN 

W ortoy 1—rt a rt rtflHf Irti rart a ca d 

N October 29,1999, Finance Minister 
Yashwant Sinha introduced in Lok 
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Sabhp the much hyped biM fopmveirt. ! .t^ ; • 
money laundering. ; 

Acquisition, possession or ownktgpf • ’ 
money, movable and immovable assets, . 
from crime, especially drugs and narcotics 
transactions, would tantamount to 
money laundering. Money laundering 
has been defined as a cognisable crime. 

Even concealing information on 
proceeds or gains of the crime made ; 
within India or abroad is regarded as 
money laundering. 

According to .the proposed . 
legislation, those committing offences ^, 
money laundering are punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment ranging from 3-7 
years, which could be extended to 10 
years. Added to that would be a fine of Rs 
5 lakh. Apart from corporates and 
individuals, banking and non-banking 
financial companies have also 
been covered under the purview of 
the Bill. 

The adjudicating Authority, headed 
by a chairperson, will have the right to 
confiscate properties of those who resort 
to money laundering. 

The adjudicating Authority woubjL 
not be below the rank of a joint secretary, 
at the Centre. An administration could 
be appointed by the Authority to 
manage the confiscated assets and 
properties. 

Banking companies, financial 
institutions,and intermediaries are 
expected to furnish transaction records to. 
the Authority and not the Income Tax 
Commissioner. Failure to maintain or 
submit such transaction records would 
attract a fine ranging from Rs 10,000 to 
Rs 1 lakh. 

Since the Authority has been given a 
quasi-judicial status, none of its rulings 
can be contested in local courts. 

Individuals or corporates can approach 
the three-member AppcBate Tribunal that' 
is being set up specifically to deal with j 
sitch &ses of laundering. .f ■, 

Local courts have nojitrisdiction on. - ' 
rulings of the tribunal. But; High Courts'-'fi; 
and the Supreme Court are erttitfedfo 
hear ones against the ruHngaofthr % - 
appellate tribunal ■ /, -J.'.';, 

The authority has been gl^tri tiie % 
power to search and se|ae pfeprtJH and % 
liquid funds amassed through' ; r 
laundering. The adjudicating Authority 







debt recovery tribunal. 

The government is also panning to 
amend the Sick Industries Companies Act 
so that the banks can recover bad debts 
faster than they can at present. The 
number of tribunals are also planned 
to be increased to 15, from the 
present 10. 

UTTAR PRADESH 
Gupta Now CM 

I N an unusual display of authority, 

Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee and top 
BJP leaders decided on November 9,1999 
to appoint veteran party leader Ram 
Prakash Gupta as the Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh, replacing Mr Kalyan Singh, 
who was asked to resign. 

Mr Gupta was chosen after tire 
central BJP leaders decided not to choose 
any Brahmin, Rajput or backward caste 
leader, to avoid falling into the "caste 
cauldron" in the State. 

It is hoped that Mr Gupta would 
enthuse and unite BJP workers, who have 
been caught in the squabbles of senior 
leaders for a long time. As Mr Gupta does 
not belong to either anti- or pro-Kalyan 
Singh groups, it is expected that he should 
be able to steer the government and the 
party until the Assembly elections due in 
October 2001, 

INDIA'AUSTRIA 
PrasMoot Narayanan'*' visit 

P RESIDENT K.R. Narayanan visited 
Austria on November 9„ 1999, on a 
four-day official visit. This was the first 
visit by any Indian Head of State to 
Austria. 

President Narayanan described talks 
with his Austrian counterpart; Thornes 
Klestil, as "useful", as both trad much in 
common to discuss. ,v 

The President traced ’die historical 
links between the two countries, pointing 
out that Indian culture and ideas had 
reached Austria as early as' the 16th 
century. 

Incidentally, the Museum of Applied 
Arts in Vienna has the largest collection of 
illustrated manuscripts from die Hamza 
Nam (1562-77), crafted for Emperor ■ 
Akbar imthe highest tradition of Indo- 
PersiarfAyk. 

Two bilateral agreements were signed 
.during;djf visit. .... 
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PAKISTAN 

Under Military rata again 

A FTER 11 years of democracy, Pakistan 
once again reverted to military rule on 
October 12,1999 when Army Chief 
General Pervez Musharraf led a bloodless 
Army coup to dismiss Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharief's government. Later, 
Musharraf assumed the powers as the 
new Chief Executive of Pakistan. 

State of emergency was declared. 
Federal and the provincial government 
ceased to exist. Senate, National Assembly 
and provincial assemblies were 
suspended. Constitution was put in 
abeyance and superior courts were barred 
from admitting any petition challenging 
the acts of Army Chief. 

President Rafiq Tarar was, however, 
asked to continue in office. 

Though 'martial law' was not 
imposed, political observers believe that 
the emergency order is sjmiiar to martial 
law, even though the word 'martial law* 
did not form the part of the order. 

The Army Coup come when Sharief 
fired Musharraf, while he was on a visit to 
Sri Lanka. Sharief appointed head of the 
Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) Lt Gen 
Khwaja Ziauddin in Musharraf's place. 

The conflict between Musharraf and 
Sharief had developed when the latter 
ordered the militants to withdraw from 
Kargil. Musharraf is believed to have 
orchestrated the incursion into Kargil and 

Do You Know.. 

Jaya Ganga, Vi joy Singh's acclaimed 
and celebrated film based on Ids novel, 
was premiered In London and was 
cheered repeatedly. Tho film-ha* been; 
diown in 21 countries and at 28 film 
festivals. 



A voice activated robot, "Zeus*, proceeds for the first time to remove a patient’Spall-falad- 
der In a surgery led by Professor Jacques Marescaux at the university medical center of 
Strasbourg recently. The surgery lasted 45 minutes and the patient left the hospital two . 
days later. 

withdrawal under U$ pressure was in response to military coup Ttie jPS 

considered humilitating to Pakistan Army, sanctions were under the Section 508 of 

Besides, Sharief committed many Foreign Operations Act. 

other mistakes, which ultimately led to his Immediately after the coup India put 

fall. He weakened the Supreme Court and its military on high alert along the borders 
stripped the President of the power to between the countries. Later, Gen 
dismiss the government. He also Musharraf expressed willingness to 

intimidated the opposition and foe press. normalise ties with India by reviving the 
Under his rule, the economy reached on Lahore Declaration, but Hie offer was 
brink of collapse. Sharief alienated Hie rejected by New Delhi, 

military by interfering in appointments In a confidence-building initiaKve 

and blaming it for Kargil misadventure. with India, Pakistan started a partial 
While the Army acHon was withdrawal of troops from its 

condemned abroad, it was welcomed in international border with India. But, the 
Pakistan by the public, where anger at pull back did not extend to troops along 
official corruption had reached breaking the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir, 
point Meanwhile, Musharraf faces many 

But conHnued public support to the dilemmas. One is how to deal with Hie 

army rule would depend on military's deposed ruler Sharief. If he is 
ability to bring corrupt officials to book "eliminated", like Zulfiqar Bhutto, this 
and to instigate measures to revive a would invite an international backlash, 

narional economy, that is on brink of On the other hand, exile could enable 

bankruptcy. Sharief to become a rallying point once . 

The US reaction to the coup appeared the new regime's popularity declines, 
to be in a two-track mode. While, on one Immediately after Hie coup, Sharief was 

hand, it called for restoration of placed under house arrest The deposed 

democracy and, at the same time, it leader alongwith senior Jeaderaoithe 

acknowledged Hurt Sharief's rule had previous government faces charges of 
become corrupt and autocraHc US also "high treason" and "sedjHon'. T^eae 
felt that the restoration of civilian rule charges were slapped for conspiring a _ 
would not be easy mutiny inthearmy, sod refusing toallow 

The US, however,slapped sanctions a PIA-phme carrying Mucgtatraf to landon 






October 12, thus endangering lives of 
more than 200 passengers. 

The Pakistani opposition leaders 
Benazir Bhutto, chairperson of Pakistan 
People's Party, Altaf Hussain, Chief of 
Muttahida Quami Movement and Imran 
Khan, Chief of Tehriq-i-Insaaf, welcomed 
the Army coup. 

Sottarlm vMoaoo continues 

N first week of October, 1999, before the 
Army coup, Pakistan was ravaged by 
its worat-ever sectarian violence which 
took a heavy toll of life and property. 

After six months of calm, sectarian 
violence between Sunni majority and 
Shitte minority erupted, mainly in 
Karachi. As the toll of human life grew, a 
Shitte organisation declared open war 
against Sunni factions. 

Meanwhile, a Minister of the Sharief 
government blamed India's Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW) for engineering the 
sectarian violence. 

However, the law enforcement 
agencies believed that the Taliban were 
behind the killings. 

Sunni militants accused Shitte 
majority—Iran of aiding Shitte groups in 
Pakistan while Saudi Arabia is accused of 
helping Sunni militants. 

INMMIIA 

VMM bocoatos ProsMont 

N October 21,1999, Abdurrahman 
Wahid, a moderate Muslim cleric, 
was elected Indonesia's fourth President 
The move ushered m a truly democratic 
government after four decades of 
authoritarian rule. The democratic 
process was strengthened further, 
when a day later, Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
leader of Democratic Party of 
Struggle (PDIP), was elected Vice- 
President. 

The newly constituted People's 
Consultative Assembly (MPR) voted 

Do You Know.. 

A cricket bat, created as a promotional 
for World Cup '99 by LG Electronics, has 
entered the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the largest of its kind. The bat 
measures 15.24 metres in length, 1.82 
metres In width and 43d kg in weight. 


Wahid President, overlooking die claim of 
Megawati, the popular leader of the PDIP 
party, which won the highest number of 
seats, although not amounting to a clear 
majority m the 500-member House of 
Representatives (DPR). The 
parliamentary elections were held on June 
7,1999. 

The electoral college for the 
presidency consists of the nominated 
members of the MPR—who represent 
special interests, military's non-elective 
mandarians, regional power brokers 
and so on—besides the newly elected 
members of Parliament, known as 
DPR. 

Megawati contested for the post of 
President, but was defeated, as she failed 
to augment her party's strength, while 
Wahid with astute coalition building 
multiplied his numbers. 

During its existence as a free State, 
Indonesia has seen two important 
leaders—Sukarno, Megawati's father, and 
Suharto, whose exit from office in May 
1998 at the height of a popular uprising 
against him led to the current democratic 
resurgence. 

Suharto was succeeded by Habibie, 
solely because he had the blessings of 
military Chief and also was the elected 
Vice-President at the time of uprising. 

But, Indonesians were very 
dissatisfied during Habibie's rule. He was 
accused of shielding his mentor, 

Suharto, from being investigated for 
corruption and accumulation of ill-gotten 
wealth. 

Indonesia's new pro-democracy 
President Wahid has announced many 
policy changes and declared that relations 
with the West would take a back seat to 
ties with Asia, particularly China. He 
also outlined various democratic and 
human rights reforms—which would 
renew nationalism in Indonesia. But, 
Wahid displayed that he is not 
inherently anti-West, when he declared 
that debt- burdened nation could 
not rebuild without foreign 
investment. 

Also, experts say that given Wahid's 
blindness and frail health, Megawati's 
election as Vice-President means that a 
popular and potentially strong leader 
would only be a heartbeat away from 
presidency. 

♦ W 


APQMJUWfMI 
UN Inpine MMtisu 
■IHE UN Security Council has impbstd 
I sanctions on Afghanistan's Taliban 
rulers until they surrender Saudi-bom 
terrorist Osama bin Laden for trial Laden 
has been charged with plotting the 1998 
bombing of US embassies in Africa. 

The US-initiated resolution received 
the votes of all 15 Security Council 
members. Die sanctions would go into 
effect on November 14,1999, after a 30- 
day grace period. 

The sanctions require countries to 
ban flights by planes, owned, operated or 
leased by the Taliban, a Islamist group 
that controls about 80 per cent of 
Afghanistan. The sanctions also require 
countries to freeze bank accounts and 
property owned or controlled by Taliban. 

The only exception would be for 
flights or funds approved in advance on 
humanitarian grounds by a watchdog 
sanctions committee to be set up by the 
Security Council. 

Taliban rulers, however, rejected the 
UN sanctions. Instead, they contend that 
"Osama issue" is an Islamic issue and it 
should be resolved through a decision of 
Ulema (scholars) of three Islamic 
countries, including Afghanistan, Saudi 
Arabia and a third Islamic country. 

The US had already imposed its own 
sanctions against Taliban. It has frozen the 
assets of Afghanistan's national airline, 
Ariana Airline, and banned US 
investment and trade with area under 
Taliban control. 

ARMNTINA 

Opposition loodor to fcoeoMo 
Prosldoat 

PPOSIDON leader Fernando de la 
Rua of Opposition Alliance, that 
bands together his social democratic party 
and leftists of all hues, claimed a victory 
in presidential elections. 

De la Rua capitalized on Argentina 
people's disenchantment with President 
Carlos Menem's flamboyant style and 
penchant for fast cars and celebrities. 

Menem had been credited with 
modernizing Argentina and getting rid of 
hyper-inflation. But his image had been 
tarnished by a slew of corruption 
scandals. * ■ 

The nding Justidatiat Party (3$) had 
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put upEduarado Duhalde as its 
presidential candidate. The PJ suffered its 
worst defeat in the history of Peionism—a 
movement inspired by the populist 
policies Of Juart Domingo Peron, who 
ruled with his celebrated wife Evita in 
1940s and 1950s. 

Menem, unable to run for a third 
consecutive term under the Constitution, 
plans to run again in 2003. 

De la Rua has promised to maintain 
free market policies and fiscal austerity. 

He does not intend to change the peso- 
dollar parity Menem introduced in 1991. 
But, he promised to help those left by 
wayside by the radical economic 
transformation. 

BRITAIN 

Pinochet to be oxtradHod 

C HILE'S former dictator. General 
Augusto Pinochet, lost another battle 
to avoid extradition to Spain, where he 
would face trial for torturing political 
opponents during his 17-year rule. This 
ruling was given by a London magistrate. 

While the ruling is a blow to 
Pinochet, who was arrested in London in 
1998, he would not be immediately sent to 
Spain as his lawyers would appeal to a 
higher court. 

Pinochet had seized power in Chile 
with the support of US and had 
overthrown the elected government of 
Salvador Ailende. His regime had become 
a by-word for repression. Thousands of 
left-wing opponents were tortured and 
executed. 

The case to prevent his extradition 
was unprecedented in Britain. 

Here was a former head of State, who 
faced extradition not to his own country 
but to a third country, to be tried for acts 
he allegedly committed in his own 
country. It raised questions of sovereignty 
and jurisdiction. 


DO YOU KROW- 

Henry ford, who founded Ford Motor 
Company m 1903, is fortune maga¬ 
zine's businessman of the century. He 
was sebfctad froin <rseries of profiles c# 



20fh_ bufltkuetee. Iteacters published 
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China celebrated SO years of communist rule on October 1,1999. A grand parade at 
Tiananmen Square and functions all over the country marked the celebration of China’s 
- existence as the People's Republic of China. 

It was on this day in 1949 that Mao Zedong had declared before a packed Tiananmen 
Square that the Chinese people had stood up." It had fought die Japanese for many years, who 
tried to colonise the country. The rise of the communists after World War II marked a watershed 
in history. They then consolidated their position under the strong leadership of Chairman Mao 
and Premier Chou-en-iai. Agriculture was collectivised, industry nationalised/and centralised 
economic planning adopted. In 1958, the “Great Leap Forward” attempted to forbe 
industrialisation at the expense of agriculture, which was run as State communes, ft was a 
disaster of great proportions. As a result, about 30 million people starved. In 1966 Mao 
launched the Cultural Revolution, in which fanatical Red Guards turned society upside down. 
The result was once again economic disaster. Countless lives were ruined in the brutal 
“revolution” that took piace. it is said that never before in human history has so much harm been 
done to so many people, with so tittle remorse. 

After Mao's death in 1976, power shifted to the moderates and Oertg took power. Rural 
communes were abolished in favour of private farming, which saw a 30% increase in grain 
production during 1978-64. There were attempts at privatising State industries, but here the, 
results were disappointing. China is today plagued with rising unemployment, environmental 
problems of great magnitude and an impoverished countryside. 

There is political unrest as well. Student protests reached a crescendo in 1989, when the 
pro-democracy protesters were severely suppressed. Thereafter, China has implemented a 
unique ‘one country, two systems" approach in which the people have economic freedom, but 
may not have any say as to how the political affairs are run. Thus capitalism and oommunisiTl 
has co-existed in the country. 

China has made rapid progress in the last 20 years, when reforms were implemented, ft 
has emerged as the largest, producer of foodgrains, it has foe seventh .largest economy;;: 
However, its per capita GDP was ranked 81. The UN Human Development trfowgiqts China at 
107. it is faced with many problems, among them social unrest, which it suppresses brutefytK 
has refused to follow international rules and has secretly helped Pakistan build the stomfo 
bomb and is now engaged in rubbing out the Tibetan identity. It has also been accused# 
stealing nuclear secrets from the US. ’ 

The anniversary of China's 50 years ignored many bitter truths. The ceJebfaboos.cM nd , 
express regret for the faulty policies of past leaders, nor were not used to cha&t jgftWpten for 
the future, but to shqw fhat the communist party, under Jiang Zemin, was Unify Jfi: control, tf; 
was ironical that a country, which Is today the best argument 4or,OfyA||Hn,' #Hc*ifo tte 
celebrating50yeare#repressive communist tul* .v < J 






USA 

Mlttll* Mmw system tastad 

A new missile defence system being 
developed by the USA passed its first 
test in October 1999 Two missiles were 
launched from thousands of kilometres 
apart and were made to collide in mid¬ 
space (t was like shooting one bullet with 
another 

An unarmed Minuteman missile was 
the target missile which was hit by Extra- 
atmosphenc Kill Vehicle (EKV) over the 
Pacific Ocean 

Booster rockets to carry the EKV, 
special radar system to track incoming 
missiles and a command network to 
control the system are, however, still 
under development 

The system is built to counter a ICBM 
attack by a "rogue country" or a terrorist 
organisation It cannot, however, defend a 
barrage of missiles launched by a major 
power 
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brwul'Musfinu ogre* first 
land net* 

SRAEL and Palestine have agreed to 
open the first 47-km long "safe 
>assage" land route between the West 

Do Yo« Know... 

Six toys ore competing for the label of 
"Toy of the Century * They are 
Actionman: The first and most success¬ 
ful male doll, created by Stanley Weston 
in 1965 It was sold as Gl Joe in the 
USA 

Monopoly: Devised in 1933 in the US 
by Charles Darrow 

Rubik's Cube: Invented by Hunganan 
Emo Cubik in 1974 and was an instant 
hit 

Bprbie: Created in 1959 by the 
founders of US toy company, Mattel, it 
has been an enduring favourite of girls 
for years. 

Scrabble; Launched in 1931 as Lexico 
but the game had flopped It was 
relaunched in 1948 as Scrabble and 
became a world-wide hit 
Tto-yo: Frank Duncan marketed the Yo¬ 
yo (from Philippines) in 1928 and the toy 
become an instant hit 


Bank and Gaza Strip, which would enable 
Palestinians to cross freely between the 
two areas 

The Gaza Strip on the Mediterranean 
Coast and land-locked West Bank are 
separated by Israeli territory 

The deal, which came after four years 
of postponing by previous Israeli 
governments, was approved by 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, after a 
meeting with Palestinian negotiators, who 
had returned from Jerusalem after 
hammering out the accord with Israelis 
The sate passage land link between 
the two areas is a significant achievement 
for Arafat, who had been insisting on the 
issue for a long time, to help establish an 
independent Palestine State However, 
some Israelis fear that the passage could 
encourage terrorist attacks 
Israeli authorities have told 
Palestinians that the passage would not be 
used to detain Palestinians This is a major 
breakthrough in the implementation of the 
peace deal which was revived m Egypt's 
Sharm El Sheikh resort in September 1999, 
when Israeli Premier Ehud Barak and 
Arafat signed a revised Wye Accord 

SOUTH AFRICA 

ANC gevarnmanl bid te outlaw 
'hurtful words' 

HE South African government is set to 
introduce a controversial legislation 
banning the use of "hurtful and abusive" 
words such as ''Kaffir' and 'boer"and 
establishing special courts to combat 
racial discrimination The bill is called as 
Promotion of equality and prevention of 
unfair discrimination bill 

Critics denounced the African 
National Congress's planned law as 
draconian and a violation of constitutional 
guarantees of free speech They say, this 
will curb media reporting and political 
debate 

The bills’ defenders say that "hate 
speech" is still very much a part of South 
African life and needs to be curbed The 
bill forbids the publication of 
"propaganda, ideas or theories based on 
unfair racial stereotypes", and the 
promotion of inequality or prejudice 
Publication is defined as "any speech or 
any form of communication which seeks 
to convey a message or expression of 
ideas, opinions or beliefs" This would 


include the press, political speeches and 
art As the draft law stands 

NUCUAR ARMS RAM 

US Suoatu ra|*«fs CTRT rafificaMui 

N October 14,1999, the US Senate 
rejected the ratification of 
( omprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), 
which bans nuclear testing, by a vote of 
51-48 The ratification of international 
treaties requires a two-thuds legislative 
majority in the US 

The US Senate, dominated by 
Republican Party, voted along party lines 
except for four Republicans who joined 
their democratic colleagues in support of 
CTBT 

The US had signed the treaty in 199f 
and forwarded it to the Senate for 
ratification a year later But, the arch- 
conserc atn e Chairman of Senate Eoreign 
Relations Committee, Jesse Helms, 
refused to take up the measure 
I lowever. Senate Republicans 
insisted on rushing the treaty to the floor 
of the House, after UN Secretary General 
announced his intention to convene 
'Vienna Conference on CTBT 

Observers fear that Senate rejection c 
CTBT may lessen the chance of it ever 
coming into force The treaty comes into 
force only if all 44 nuclear capable States 
listed m it have ratified it So far 21 
countries have ratified it Britain and 
F ranee are the only two permanent 
members of Security Council to have 
signed and ratified the treaty 

If any of the 44 nuclear-capable State 
do not sign and ratify, the treaty does not 
come into force The "entry into force” 
clause was put by Britain, m hope of 
getting reluctant members to sign 
China and Russia have not ratified, 
"waiting" for the US Senate to do so 
India and Pakistan have not even signed 
the treaty 

Supporters of the treaty m the US 
Senate had warned that rejection could 
increase pressure on emerging nuclear 
powers like Pakistan and India to conduc 
more tests 

Experts, however, say that the 
international verification system to 
monitor all nudear tests and assess their 
correct dimensions, whic h is ne cessary to 
ensure compliance of the CTBT, is not 
adequately prepared. The US Central 








rampant in the northern Caucasus. ^ 

The present conflict started when" - f A 
some Islamic militia, based in Chechnya, 
attempted to spread the message Of ' 
secession in neighbouring Dagestan. After 
the militia were repulsed from Dagestan 
by Russian forces, a series of explosions 
rocked Moscow and other Russian cities 
and claimed more than 300 lives. 

Moscow blamed the bombings on the 
militants and launched strikes against 
Chechnya. 

Later, in first week of October, Moscow 
fortified the air strikes with ground invasion 
of Chechnya. This was the first ground 
invasion of Chechnya since the Russian 
Army got bogged dawn In the 1994-1996 ,, 

Russia-Chechnya war, that resulted in de- 
facto independence for Chechnya. 

Later, Russia said it no longer 
recognized Chechnya's independence. US 
and foreign powers, however, expressed 
concern over the Russian influx in 
Chechnya's territory. 

Russia does not want to occupy the 
entire republic, but wants to create a 
Russian-controlled security zone in whidi 
Chechens who want to live under federal 
law may find refuge. Russian President 
has vowed to get rid of "terrorism" m the 
region, while Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov ruled out any talks with 
Moscow. He also declared martial law and 
threatened Jeltad or holy war against 
invading Russian forces. 

EAST TIMOR 

Indonesia andnnnt n fafiwlsa 

O N October 20,1999, Indonesia 
formally gave up its claim to East 
Timor. With this the way for independence 
for East Timor has been cleared, after a 
transitional period of UN rule. 

Indonesia's legislature ratified East 
Timor's August 30 plebiscite in which it 
had opted to secede after almost 24 years „ 
of often-brutal rule under Indonesia. •> 
But file Indonesian House did 
"criticize" the interim President 8.J. 

Habibie for allowing the referendum V 
without consulting the assembly. 

Meanwhile East Timorese 
independence leader Xanana Gussaao 
returned to h is homeland after a long gap. 1 
He had been arrested by Indbhesia 
authorities seven yearaago. He is likely to 
become East Timor's President. 






H eikam Ingoba Meetei from Manipur 
won the men's title and SAF games 
gold-medallist Ringzen Angmo from Leh 
won women's title of the 42.19 km Rath 
Marathon held in Delhi, completing it in 
2:26:14 and 2:50:07, respectively. 


CHISf 

Asian toas championship 

I ndia won the bronze in the men's and 
women's section of the Asian team 
championship held at Shenyang. 
Uzbekistan led the tally with 23 points. 

CRICKET 



R ahul Dravid was awarded the Ceat 
international cricketer of the World 
Cup award and South African all-rounder 
Jacques Kallis the 
international cricketer of 
the year 1998-99. South 
Africa was declared the 
international team of the 
year 1998-99. 

Coca Cola Trophy 

P akistan beat Sri Lanka 
by 88 runs in the tri¬ 
nation cricket tournament 
final at Sharjah to lift the 
Coca Cola Cup frophy. 


Lalla All of Los Angelos, daughter of 
boxing greet Muhammad All celebrates 
her victory over April Fowler of Michigan 
City, Indiana after their match on 
October, 8, 1999 at the Turning Stone 
Casino Resort In Verona, New York, USA- 
All made her debut as a professional 
fighter In the middleweight division, 
knocking out Fowler after 31 seconds of 
the first round. 

second Test played at Kanpur; by 8 wkkels. 

The third Test, played at Ahmedabad, 
ended in a tame draw. The highlight of the 
match was a double century by Sachin 
Tendulkar, his first in Test cricket. 

ROLF 

Dunhill Cap 

S pain scored a 2-1 victory over Australia 
to lift their first Dunhill Cup title. 


Dancers perform a story about Chinese history and the l»J*- Hew fttrfffiM 
Olympic spirit during the opening ceremony of the 34th 
Gymnastics World Championships on October 8,1999, In T .. , . ^ , 

Tianjin, s port city about 160km south of Beijing. I now lesir 

Romania took the women's team event while Chins were ~ enes : . ’r u ~ 


winners In men team event, completing a hat-trick of World [ Test at Mohali ended in a 

draw, India took the 


R ussia won the team event in die 23rd 
Rhythmic gymnastics world 
championships held at Osaka, Japan. 

TENNIS * 

Notteoit Chs mplsns hlp a , 19ft 

Qunil Kumar has become the youngest 
Omen national champion beating the 
record ofZeeshanAli. 5ai Jayalakshnfi 
took the wpmen'snational title, The ’ 
championships were held at • ,, i,. 
New Delhi, - 








Current General Knowledge 
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IDNDR International Decade for 
Natural Disaster Reduction 
WLL: Wireless in Local Loop 

DAYS 

October 12: Day of Hi* 6 billion 

According to the UN, the population of 
the world passed the 6 billion maik on 
this day 

AWARDS 

Bookor Prize, 1WI 

South African writer | M Coet/ee is the 
winner for his novel, Dugina' He had 
won die Booker in 1981 for Tin Lift mid 
Time s of Michael K 



Halidas Sommon, 1999 

flutist Hanprasad Chaurasia, theatre 
personality Satyadev Dube, dance 
exponent K P Kitappa and visual arts 
exponent Francis New ton Sou/a, are the 
recipients 


Bob Masek, a fossil praparator at tha Ftold Museum In Chicago, Illinois, USA, shows 
a pair of dinosaur |aw bones ballevad to be the oldest fossils ever di sco vere d . A 
team of scientists working In Madagascar unearthed a number of bones esti mated 
to be about 230 million years old 


Klsbere Kumar Award, 1999 

film director Gulzar is the recipient The 
award is given by the Madhya Pradesh 
government 

Nebol Prises, 1999 

Peace: Medicines Sans rronheres 
(Doctors without borders) It was founded 


m Pans m 1971 with the goal of providing 
medical aid to people wherever needed, 
whether in a v\ ar /one or a country hit by 
natural disaster It has provided medical 
assistance in war-torn Vietnam, 
Afghanistan and Rwanda 

Physics: Dutch physicists Gerardus T 
Hooft and Mrhnus Veltman, for their 



Galileo Mission 

Galileo was launched in 1989 and arnved at 
Jupiter on December 7, 1995 Till 1997 It 
orbited the giant planet and its moons and 
returned a steady stream of images and 
scientific data Then it began its two years' 
extended mission called the Galileo Europe 
Mission During this mission Galileo flew by 
Europe eight times, CelHsto four times and 
finally to two times 

On October 11 , 1999 , GaHtoo successfully 
completed its historic, closest-ever 
encounter with to 

The first set of data was returned by the Fields and Particles instruments and 
consisted of information of the environment (plasma, dust and electric and 
magnetic fields) surrounding /concluding electromagnetic waves and radio 
signals. This data wW assist sdehtists. have better understanding of particle 
dynamics, pear fo, arid thermal and non-thermal plasma interaction in the 
region. ** 


work on die quantum structure of 
dectroweak interactions 

Chemistry. Ahmed Zewail of Egypt, 
for finding a technique to see how atoms 
move during a chemical reaction 
Economics Robert Mundell of the 
US, for his prophetic theory on common 
currencies which formed due basis of 
Europe's single currency, the Euro 
Medicine Guenter Blobei, German 
cell and molecular biologist, for his work 
establishing signal mechanisms by which 
vital proteins move about 

Pada Swhab Pbwlka Award, 1999 

Veteran film-maker Baldev Raj 
Chopra is the recipient He had ma^e 
the highly popular television smsLpp 
Mahabharnta, as well as films like 
Daur, Kanoon, Waql, Nikaah and The 
Burning Tram 

BOOKS 

Ba w led by Dhe 

Written by Sunil Vaid, th» novel is abpjtd 
the winning methods ofzrfcket world 
beaters 



the total geographical area. 


Dbfnm 

The novel is written by J.M. Coetzee, the 
winner of 1999 Booker Prize. The story is 
about a 52-year old professor in Cape 
Town who seeks refuge at his daughter's 
farm after an affair with a 20-year old 
student. He refuses to express regret and 
endures the "disgrace" of the title. 


India is also going to buy one A-50 
AWACs aircraft from Russia. 

Under the kmg-term military- 
technical cooperation programme, Russia 
is assisting India in developing an 
advanced integrated air defence system 
capable of simuitaneoulsy engaging and 
destroying multiple aerial targets. 


PERSONS 

Blebol, Gvontor 

German biologist who is the winner of the 
Nobel Prize for medicine, 1999. Blobel 
now works in the Rockfeller University in 
New York. • 



fasting, faosHng 

The novel by Anita Desai which was 
nominated for the Booker Prize. 

Kiss nf M 

The collected thoughts of Marshall Ball, 
who is 13 years old. The book has sold 
80,000 copies and is on best-seller lists. 
Marshall was born with a genetic disease. 
He cannot speak and cannot perform any 
motor function without assistance. 


Mth tosmlawnt Bill 

The Lok Sabha unanimously passed the 
Constitution (84th Amendment) Bill 
extending reservation of seats m 
Parliament and State Assemblies for SCs 
and STs by another 10 years, beyond 2000. 

According to the statement of objects 
and reasons of the amendment Bill, 
although the people belonging to these 
communities have made considerable 
progress during the last 50 years, the 
reasons which weighed with the 
Constituent Assembly in providing the 
provisions regarding reservation of seats 
for them and nomination of the Anglo- 
Indians in the Lok Sabha and State 
Legislative Assemblies have not ceased to 
exist. 

DBFKMCE 

Russia to toasa baabsrs to India 

Russia is to lease its Tu-22M3 long-range 
bombers to India to enhance the IAF's 
strike capability, as also sell an Airborne 
Warning and Control System (AWACs) 
aircraft 

The swmg-wing supersonic bombers, 
inducted in the Soviet Air Force in 1977, 
have an effective strike range of 2,200 kms 
and can carry up to 24 tonnes of bombs 
and missiles, including 'smart' weapoas. 

India will be the only country, 
besides former Soviet Union 
constituent, Ukraine, to receive these 
bombers. 


Nat Education to rovolatioals* 
looming 

Interactive learning plans to simplify the 
learning process in schools and reduce the 
burden considerably for the teachers as 
well as students. 

"Schoolnet India Limited", has'set up 
pilot projects at Bangalore and Mumbai to 
bring in "net-worked learning" process to 
replace the traditional method of 
formatted and mechanical teaching. 

The learning process making would 
become interesting and easier for 
students. The company is also planning to 
introduce chat learning by the year 2000 
AD. 

Under the programme, the curricula 
has been incorporated with multimedia 
contents like pictures, graphics and other 
attractive visuals The website "schoolnet" 
would provide all the information 
required by the teacher to take up the 
subject in the class. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Plans to cansarva dagradad 

(•rests 

The National Forest Programme—India 
(NFP) has been drawn up by the Ministry 
of Environment and Forests (MOF.F) to 
conserve the degraded forests. 

The scheme involves assisting the 
States to set up State forest protection 
forces as well as to assist the Joint Forest 
Management (JFM) cell and involve 
people in the eco-generation activities. 

The Centre has also stressed the need to 
reduce incidents of forest fires and 
increase the forest base in India. 

India is one of the 12 mega 
biodiversity countries in the world having 
a large variety of flora and fauna, which is 
around seven per cent of the world's total 
biodiversity. 

According to 1997 FSI report, the 
forest afea now in the country is 7934 
MHA, which is around 24.13 per cent of 


Chopra, B.R. 

Bom in Ludhiana in 1914, Chopra — 
winner of the Dadasaheb Phalke award, 
1999—was a journalist who stepped into 
cinema in 1947 when he migrated to 
Mumbai. His very first venture, Afsarn, 
was a silver jubilee hit. He established BR 
Films in 1955 which came to be associated 
with socially relevant films. His best 
known films are Gumraah, Waqt, Naya 
Dtuir, Nikaah and Imaaf Ka Tarnzu 

Cootie*, J.M. 

South African writer J.M. Coetzee became 
the first person ever to win Britain's 
Booker Prize twice. He is a professor at 
University of Cape Town and is well- 
placed to write about the shifting power 
equations in post-apartheid South Africa. 
His book is an allegory and a novel of 
"harsh documentary realism." 

Hooft, Gerardos t 

The Dutch physicist who shares the Nobel 
Prize for Physics, 1999. 

Mandoll, Robert 

Winner of 1999 Nobel Prize for 
F.conomics, Mundell is a professor at the 
Columbia University in New York. He 
was the first to question fixed exchange 
rates, the inactivity of capital and the need 
for national currencies. 

Merita, AM* 

Co-founder of Sony Corp, Morita died in 
Tokyo at the age of 78. He was responsible 
for some of Sony's most powerful 
innovations. First called Tokyo Tsushin 
Denki, the company was^enamed Sony 
(from the Latin word for sound, Sonus) in 
1958. Sony introduced a host of successful 
products, including transistors, stereo and 
the trinitron system. 

Pakistan's military chief who ousted 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharief in a coup, 


is a veteran of two wars against India 
Bom in New Delhi In 1943, he underwent 
his early education m Karachi He pined 
Pakistan's army in 1964 

Vottman, Martinas 

Hie Dutch physicist who shares the Nobel 
Prize for Physics, 1999 

Zawail, Ahmed 

The Tgyptian scientist who is the winner 
ot the Nobel Pn/e for Chemistry 1999 

PLACES 

Orissa 

Hie State which saw widespread 
destruction due to a superiydone 
that hit coastal areas on Octobei 29 1999 

Paradip 

Paradip port town in Oiissa was the 
worst affected town during the super 
cyclone that hit Orissa on October 29 
1999 The town has a population ot about 
one lakh 

The port is used mainly tor iron ore 
exports and imports of fertilis’d and 
fertilizer inputs such as rock phosphates 
Some major industries located m Paradip 
include Paradip Phosphates and Oswal 
Agro 1 crtili/ers 

Located in Mahanadi basin Paradip 
is also a major fishing harbour 

PROJECTS 

Prefect ler storm warning in 
Indian Ocean 

A US S 45 million project to address the 
problem of storm surges in the northern 
Indian Ocean is being finalised 

The project on 'Storm Surge Disaster 
Reduction in Northern Indian Ocean' got 
its first major approval in 1998, under the 
aegis of the Inter-governmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC), World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and 
the International Hydrological 
Programme of UNFSCO 
The project will result in 
improvement of the meteorological, 
marine and hydrological observing 
systems, and telemetry and data 
processing systems to save life and 
property 

The project has suggested suitable 
cyclone and storm surge models 
(including inland inundation) with an 


operational oceanographic and 
hydrological numerical storm surge 
prediction facility 

The aim is to be able to predict the 
time of landfall (when the storm hits the 
land) more accurately and reliably 

SPACE 

Findings from the Mars Olabal 
Surveyor 

Scientists study ing high resolution images 
from the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration s (NASA s) Mars Global 
Surveyor spacecraft have found no 
evidence of shorelines that would have 
surrounded oceans 

The new findings have overturned 
pre\ ious hypothesis pointing to certain 
landscape features that apparently 
rest mbled ancient shorelines 

One argument that such a bodv of 
v\ ate r once existed was suggested by 
teatuies m images from the NASA Viking 
missions taken in the 1970s, which were 
interpreted by a number of researchers as 
remnants of ancient coastlines The 
images from Mars Global Surveyor have a 
resolution five to 10 times better than 
those that Viking provided C loser 
inspection has revealed that none of these 
features appear to have been formed by 
the action of water in a coastal 
environment 

MISCELLANY 

National Scianca Olympiad 

Students of classes VUI to XII can 
participate in the National Science 
Olympiad Each participant will be 
awarded an AH India Rank to enable them 
to know their competence at National 
level 

The Second National Science 
Olympiad will be conducted on 28th 
January 2000 Interested students should 
a*-* the Principal of their school/college to 
contact the Science Olympiad Foundation, 
G 13,1st Floor, Green Park Fxtn, 

New Delhi-16 Tel 6561586 
F-mail math2000@vsnl com 

Wob traffic fa avartako tatocan 

ivm 

•lobal data traffic will surpass voice 
transmissions via telephone lines by early 
2000, according to market research firm, 
Giga Information Group 


By 2002, international voice traffic 
will represent less than 10 per cent of all 
international traffic over international 
telecommunications lines, or 160 billion 
minutes Global data traffic, by contrast, 
will exceed an equiv nlent of 16 trillion 
minutes of traffic 

Data capacity has already 
outstripped voice capacity within the 
United States and over trans-Atlantic 
lines By early 2000, data demand wilt 
overtake voice demand on trans-Pacific 
linos 

Growth of data capacity is expected 
to increase by at least 100 per cent a year 
over the next three years, and as much as 
1 000 per cent after that 

In contrast, projections for 
international switched voice traffic call for 
u orldw ide growth of about 15 per cent 
worldwide 

Haw cyctoiiM davalop 

Cyclones are low-pressure areas in the 
atmosphere in which winds rush inwards 
due to the imbalance in pressure A 
tropical cyclone, as the name suggests, 
occurs over warm ocean waters in the 
tropical regions These cyclones are called 
hurruartis it they form in the West Indies 
or the eastern Pacific Ocean, and typhoons 
if they form in the western Pacific 
These storms are severe and mav bring 
winds upto 290 kilometres an hour, 
terrific rains, violent thunder, and 
lightning They measure 320 to 480 
kilometres across 

A low atmospheric pressure at the 
centre and winds at high velocity 
spiralling in towards it art the two 
characteristics of all cyclones In the 
northern hemisphere, the winds blow 
counter-clockwise toward the centre 
In the southern hemisphere, they 
blow inward in a clockwise 
direction 

Some parts of the world have so 
many cyclones that their average 
atmosphpnc pressure is below that of the 
rest of the world 1 or example, in the 
Aleutian low in the North Pacific 
Ocean and the fcelandic low of the 
North Atlantic, the pressure is low 
most of the winter Such regions 
may be called semi-permanent 
low-pressure centres or centres ot 
action 




Appointments Etc 


Appointed, Elected Etc 
Abdurrahman Wahid He has been 
elected as Indonesia's fourth President 
Fernando de la Rua He has been elected 
President of Argentina 

G.MC Balayogi He has been elated 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

PM Sayeed He has been elected 
Deputy Speaker of the l ok Sabha 

MukutMitln He has been sworn mas 
Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh 
Parnn Kumar Chamling He has been 
sworn in as Chief Minister of Sikkim 
S M Krishna He has been sworn m as 


Chief Minister of Karnataka 

Vi/as Rao Deshmukh He has been 
sworn in as Chief Minister of Maharashtra 
Laht Manmgh He has been appointed 
Foreign Secretary of India 

Ravindra Verma He has been 
appointed Chairman of the second National 
Commission on Labour 

Distinguished Visitors 
Lmeka Anyaoku Chief of 
Commonwealth 

Died 

Julius, Nyrere Former President of 
Tanzania 


EVENTS 


OCTOBER 

10—The Hth Lok Sabha is constituted 
12—The government of Nawaz Shanef is 
dismissed in Pakistan after a military 
coup 


Prime Minister for a third term 
25- -Israel declare'- open a "safe passage" for 
Palestinians between the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank 

28—The US government formally eases 


Congress pressure to upgf$dfe its tlRs 
with India to a "strategic relationship?, i 
29—The entire coastal Orissa is devastated 
by a super cyclone 

11—A Cairo-bound Egyptair Boeing 767 
crashes shortly after take-off ffom 
New York, killing all 200 people on 
board ' 

NOVEMBER 

5—Pope John Paul II arrives in New 
Delhi 


Lata Mangeshkan The singer 
now has a perfume named after her 
an international p^iroe "Lata eau de 
parfum" was laupcned in Mumbai on 
her 70th birthday 

Jesse Martin: The 18-year-old 
Australian adventurer, who has 
become the youngest person to sail 
around the globe unassisted and non¬ 
stop 


13—Atal Behan Vajpayee is sworn in as i some sanctions against India amid 


UNION COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

PRIME MINISTER - ATAL BEHARi VAJPAYEE 


CABINET MINISTERS 


Name 

LK Advanl 
George Fernandes 
Vhshwant Slnha 
Jaswant Singh 
Mamta Banerjee 
Ram Vilas Paswan 
Shared Vfcdav 
Murasoli Maran 
Manohar Joshi 
Ram Naik 

Satya Narayan Jatiya 
Pramod Mahajan 
Nitish Kumar 
Anant Kumar 
Sunderlai Patwa 
Jual Oram 
Surest) Prabhu 
Shanta Kumar 
TR Baalu 
Jagmohfln 
Ram Jethmalaro 
PR Kumaramangalam 
Murli Manohar Joshi 
Kastnrem Rana 
Naveen Patnaik 


Portfolio 

Home 

Defence 

Finance 

External Affairs 

Railways 

Communications 

Civil Aviation 

Commerce and Industry 

Heavy Industry and Public Enterprises 

Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Urban Employment and -Poverty Alleviation 

Parliamentary Affairs and Water Resources 

Surface Transport 

Culture Sports and \buth Affairs 

Rural Development 

Tnbal Affairs 

Chemicals and Fertilisers 

Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution 

Environment and Forests 

Urban Development 

Law Justice and Company Affairs 

Power 

HRD, Science and Technology 
Textiles 

Mines and Minerals 


MINISTERS OF STATE (Independent charge) 

Maneka Gandhi Sodal Justice and Empowerment 

Uma Bharti Tbunam 

Arun Jaiiley Information and Broadcasting 

M Kannappan Non-comenttonal Energy Sources 

Dip Ray Steel 

Vasundhara Rafe Smalt Settle Industries. Agio and Rural 

industries 

NT ShaAgwgham Health and Farmly Welfare 


Name 

Ramesh Bais 
Bijoya Chakravarty 
Ram Chouhan 
Bandaru Dattatreya 
Santosh Gangwtr 
J Gaikwad Palil 
Prof Chaman Lai Gupta 
S Shahnavmz Hussain 
Dr KV Ramtibhai 
Faggan Singh Kulaste 
V Dnanamay Kumar 
Banaaru Laxman 
Sumitra Mahajan 
Subhash Mahana 
Babu Lai Marandi 
Jayawanti Mehta 
Mum Lall 
Omar Abdullah 


Harin Pathak 
Dsbendra Pradhan 
E Ponnuswamy 
A Raja 
0 Rajagopal 
Dr Raman 
G N Ramachandran 
C Vjdyasagar Rao 
SBPBK Satyanarayan Rao 
Baoht Singh Rawat 
tysn Sikdar 
Dfevfiay Singh 
ThtSaoba Singh 
Y Sreeohrasparead 
10-Swamy 
Dr RMR Verma 
Betesahab Vikhs PatH 
H. Narayan >Wav 


MINISTERS OF STATE 

Portfolio 

Chemicals and Fertilisers 
Water Resources 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Urban Development 
Science and Technology 
Human Resources Development 
Civil Aviation 
Food Processing 

Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises 

Parliamentary Affairs 

Finance 

Planning and Programme Implementation 
Human Resources Development 
Rural Development 
Environment and Forests 
Power 

Labour and Employment 
Commerce and Industry 
External Affairs 
Defence 

Surface Transport 
Petroleum 

Rural Doretopmkant 
Law, Justice and Company Affairs 
Commerce and Industry 
Textiles «* 

Home 

to Agncuttum 
Defence 
Communications 

rtallN, mi in 

nmfWayB 

Culture, NMfi 4Ms and Sports 
Consumer AflSirt and fhjtm Distribution 

kSIISe and Mlrmsfs 

Finance 

Agriculture 
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MCA-Entrance Topper 

... Speaks her heart out ? 


\ ke iVmci pu-l 

_ u-ckole-u* A le t Pi «. jlle.yc 
A le ii i] e.lk i 

„ i {Y \ ke Knolerj^tcl'i Qt.'tfor/'AiXvyce. in Jf/l| fdlk 11 
especied _ir 

[ lalee, fkts opportunity io lkie\k your insiiiutmfor pro/id^^e er-cd^i 
cooekiyfor/'t/ 11 1 e •pv-e-^n/ty deepest ^ro htude to aJI apene-Hces/ 
tW de dica-ie d tutors /'•osc Ciwv/iwr/ efforts ixnd encouragement 
inspired rHC io deheer rVty Pe si 

1 uv/i^b<?/ b inform you tka-t I ko-oe ^oi Rcxnk 1 in JA/U fl'ChV Y'e^sides 
tkisl ka-ee‘■udified 9St A^(M (Ri*W< ft) Hi /PkMi (Ko-hk 4?) P^//lCb 
p U/iAfV 'Pcxnk M) txno/ MP A4 1 / tOonfc 
i u<dt'i accept nny keuxrtesi ikanks for yauir ft xluaHe contribution m 
»>y •^ueec.s'i 

I ijisA similar success b all t^spinxvr/s 

i /'cm/- in^ lou 

lours Sincerely 
kaoda Ckoudkary 

Mi Pe« A.6 2**0 
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